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Metro Creative

Gardening is a rewarding activity that 
has been found to provide a host of bene-
fits beyond ensuring readily available ac-
cess to fresh fruits, vegetables and awe-in-
spiring blooms. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says many gardening tasks 
qualify as light to moderate exercise, 
which means raking the leaves and cut-
ting the grass can be just as beneficial as 
cardiovascular activities like brisk walk-
ing or jogging. In addition, a 2017 study 
published in the journal Preventive Med-
icine Reports found that gardening can 
help aging men and women offset age-re-
lated weight gain. And the health benefits 
of gardening go beyond the physical. In 
2014, a systematic review of randomized 
controlled trials published in Complemen-
tary Therapies in Medicine concluded that 

horticultural therapy may be an effective 
treatment for people with dementia.

Gardeners have a host of tools at 
their disposal to help turn their lawns and 
gardens into awe-inspiring landscapes. 
Among those options are ergonomic tools. 
Ergonomic tools can benefit gardeners of 
all ages, but they may prove especially 
valuable for aging men and women.

How ergonomic tools differ from 
traditional gardening tools

Ergonomic gardening tools are de-
signed to ensure that using them has as 
little effect on the body as possible. Er-
gonomic tools align with how a person 
naturally moves his or her body, which 
can reduce the likelihood that gardeners 
will suffer any strains or sprains while 
gardening or experience any aches and 
pains after a day spent tending to their 
landscapes.

Choosing the right tools

The West Virginia University Center 
for Excellence in Disabilities notes that 
gardeners will know they have chosen 
the right ergonomic gardening tool for 
the job when they do not have to adapt 
the tool. Ergonomic tools should match 
gardeners’ heights, fit their grip and feel 
comfortable when in use.

Specific benefits of ergonomic 
tools

Ergonomic gardening tools are de-
signed in a way that can reduce stress on 
the body while performing various tasks.
Gardeners know that aches and pains can 
add up after a day spent kneeling in the 
garden, raking soil and carrying supplies
from a shed or garage around the prop-
erty. But the WVUCED notes that er-
gonomic tools do more than just reduce 
gardeners’ risk of injury.

• Ergonomic tools increase efficien-
cy. Wasted motions are less likely when 

using ergonomic tools. That can im-
prove efficiency in the garden, allowing 
gardeners to get more done in the same 
amount of time. And because ergonom-
ic tools are designed to work with the 
body, gardeners likely won’t need to take 
breaks due to aches and pains, which also 
makes it easier to be more efficient when 
working in the garden.

• Ergonomic tools increase garden-
ers’ capabilities. The WVUCED notes that 
principles behind ergonomics keep gar-
deners using the tools in natural positions. 
That means gardeners won’t lose power 
to bending and twisting, enabling them 
to do more in the garden than they might 
be able to do when using non-ergonomic
tools.

Gardening is a rewarding and bene-
ficial activity. The right ergonomic tools 
for the job can enhance those benefits and
make gardening even more enjoyable.

How ergonomic tools can help gardeners
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Downtown Belton Street Party to kick off 
Belton 4th of July Celebration this Saturday

Special to the Journal 

The Belton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce is kicking 
off the 4th of July Celebra-
tion with a Downtown Bel-
ton Street Party on Satur-
day, June 27 featuring live 
music, food trucks, craft 
beer and wine, activities and 
games, and fun for all. 

This non-ticketed fam-
ily friendly event is open to 
the public at no charge with 
a goal of bringing people 
together to celebrate in the 
Downtown Belton area.

The event officially 
begins at 5 p.m. and live 
musical entertainment will 
be performing beginning 

File Photo 
The downtown street party returns Saturday night, the first of this year’s July 4th activities for Belton. See PARTY, 

Page A2

Belton ISD student historians 
win national championship

Special to the Journal 

Two Belton ISD student documentary 
teams earned national recognition during 
the National History Day Contest, held 
June 14-18 at the University of Maryland, 
College Park, after being selected to show-
case their work at the National Museum of 
African American History and Culture in 
Washington, D.C.

The Lake Belton Middle School team 
of Emery Hobson, Sarah Jackson and Mya 
Kacal and the Lake Belton High School 
team of McKenna Brindley, Isabelle How-
son, Swikriti Lamichhane, Brynlee New-
berry and Emry Olivarez were chosen to 

participate in the Documentary Showcase, 
a special exhibition highlighting outstand-
ing student research projects during Na-
tional History Day.

Held during contest week, the show-
case featured 22 documentaries represent-
ing 19 National History Day affiliates, 
giving students the opportunity to present 
their yearlong research to museum visitors 
in one of the nation’s premier cultural in-
stitutions.

The selection followed the teams’ 
first-place finishes at Texas History Day on 
April 11, which earned them the opportu-

Courtesy Photo 
The Lake Belton Middle School documentary team of Emery Hobson, Sarah 
Jackson and Mya Kacal show off their medals after capturing first place in the 
Junior Group Documentary category, earning a National History Day national 
championship. 

See HISTORIANS, 
Page A2

By Michele Weisman
The Belton Journal

Three young ladies were 
crowned at the ninth annual 
Heart of Texas Juneteenth 
Scholarship Pageant at the 
Harris Community Center on 
Friday, June 19. The pageant 
theme was Living My Ances-
tors’ Dream and was open to 
the public. 

The event has crowned 
eight young women to re-
ceive scholarships, starting 
in 2018 with Synia Diggs. 
This year, the Tri-county 
Miss Juneteenth Scholarship 

was renamed as the Heart of 
Texas Juneteenth Scholarship 
Pageant.

Mistress of Ceremony, 
Terris Goodwin of Temple, 
introduced the guests and 
events for the evening.

She invited Charels 
Clark up to open in prayer 
and to sing the Black Nation-
al Anthem, “Lift Every Voice 
and Sing” 

Emiah Fields, Tri-Coun-
ty Miss Juneteenth 2025, 
gave the welcome address.

She said, “I love helping 
people and inspiring others. I 
plan to enlist in the military 

and become a therapist. These 
young ladies have practiced 
really hard for the pageant, 
and today is a very awesome 
celebration.”

The Heart of Texas Miss 
Juneteenth 2026 Contestants 
were introduced: Zanyia 
Ball from Western Hills El-
ementary - Temple, Aaliana 
Durst from Kennedy-Powell 
Elementary - Temple, Nadia 
Ortiz from Western Hills El-
ementary - Temple, Natalia 
Lawerence from Bohman 
Middle School - Temple, 

Courtesy Photo 
2026 Heart of Texas Crowned winners of the Juneteenth Scholarship Pageant 
with Ms. Ramona A. Clark, director and coordinator.

Heart of Texas Juneteenth 
Scholarship Pageant crowns winners

See JUNETEENTH, 
Page A3

City Council approves non-emergency 
ambulance transfer services

By David Stone
The Belton Journal 

City Council approved ordinances Tues-
day evening granting ambulance franchises 
to Acadian EMS and Baylor Scott & White 
EMS, allowing the companies to operate and 
maintain non-emergency transfer services on 
public streets and highways in Belton.

“Currently, there are two non-emergency 
ambulance services operating in our city with 
franchise agreements,” said Amy M. Casey, 
city clerk. “Both have served Belton through a 
franchise agreement for the last seven years.”

“Both companies desire a new non-emer-
gency ambulance transfer franchise,” Casey 
continued. “The franchise is for the period 
of five years with two automatic one-year re-

newals unless the franchise is rescinded by 
the City.”

While Belton does not set rates for these 
non-emergency franchise services, Baylor 
Scott & White requested the addition of a con-
dition in the franchise agreeing to the same 
rate cap established by the city of Temple. 

See COUNCIL, 
Page A3
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Submission guidelines for 
The Belton Journal and related properties:

Any image, story or other unsolicited information 
sent to The Belton Journal is considered a communi-
ty-contributed submission of material and falls under 
these guidelines.

• You retain ownership of any submission that is 
your original work. Submissions sent from third parties 
should only be by permission of the organization or 
individual who owns it, who also must agree to this 

submission policy.
• You understand that submissions may or may not 

appear in the Belton Journal and its related forms of 
publication, now or in the future.

• By contributing a submission, you are granting to 
the Belton Journal unrestricted, non-exclusive right to 
use it now and in the future. This includes modifying 
the original submission to fit print requirements.

• Submissions used become a permanent part of the 
Belton Journal and its product offerings. By virtue of 

appearance on the Belton Journal Web site, submis-
sions may also become a permanent part of search 
engine caching libraries (such as google.com) and 
online archiving organizations (such as archive.org).

• Submissions not immediately used become a per-
manent part of the Belton Journal’s library, with rights 
for possible future use.

• By contributing any submission, you are indicating 
you have read and understood this policy and agree to 
its terms.

SUBMISSION DEADLINES:
To be considered for inclusion in the Belton Journal, 

all submissions must be received by 5:00 p.m. on 
Monday of the week in question. 

Opinions expressed (including Letters to the Editor) 
are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions held by the Belton Journal’s management, 
staff or advertisers. Letters to the Editor should not 
exceed more than 350 words. Contact us at (254) 
939-5754.

The Belton Journal (ISSN 1053-9131) is published every Thursday, 210 N. Penelope, Belton, TX 76513.  Second Class periodical 
postage paid at Belton, TX. POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to: The Belton Journal   P.O. Box 180 Belton, TX 76513

Publisher: David Tuma, David@BeltonJournal.com; Classifi eds & Legals: Elsie Wiley, Legals@BeltonJournal.com; Advertising: Shanna Grote, Marketing@BeltonJournal.com, 
Randa Miller, Sales@beltonjournal.com; News Editor: Lynette Sowell, News@BeltonJournal.com; Sports Editor: Clay Whittington, Sports@BeltonJournal.com;

Sports Reporters: Tony Adams, Aries Ramos Graphic Artist: Jason Bachie; Creative Consultant: Susan Kolodziejczyk;
News Reporters: David Stone, Annie Dockery, Michele Weisman, Shalee Corey-Wiebe

around 5:30 p.m. 
The stage will be located in front of the Historic Bell County Courthouse on Central 

Avenue. The Jerry Haisler Trio will open the event with their always entertaining perfor-
mance. Next up will feature an encore performance by the award-winning Tejano band, 
Grupo Pression. Closing the evening will be the Leon River Band, all under the direction 
of Stage Manager Seth Vance with Texas Tour Gear.

A special added event this year is the return of the Little Miss & Little Mister Belton 
4th of July contest, open to children ages 3-7 and 8-10. The contest will be held during the 
break between bands around 8 p.m. 

Pre-registration is required to be entered in the contest, with a link available on the 
beltonchamber.com website. Prizes include the opportunity to be featured in the 4th of 
July Parade.

“We are excited about bringing this event back to our community for the 4th of July 
Celebration,” stated Randy Pittenger, Belton Area Chamber President/CEO. “We are es-
pecially thankful for our event sponsors and partners who are making this available to our 
community and visitors at no charge.”

Sponsors for the Belton Downtown Street Party include CGI, H-E-B, KWTX News 
10, Extraco Banks, Moore Air, Summer Fun, Superior HealthPlan, West Temple Ortho-
dontics, First Community Title, ASCO Equipment, Hole in the Wall, Redbox+ of Central 

Texas, and Schoepf’s BBQ.
Several family friendly activities will be available throughout the event. West Tem-

ple Orthodontics is sponsoring the Photo Booth, First Community Title is sponsoring 
AyrBalloons, Temple Children’s Museum will have a kids activity area, Extraco Banks 
will have corn hole and other games set up on the courthouse lawn, and other activities 
will be available. A variety of food trucks and craft brew will also be on site.

The week of the July 4th will be full of festivities, including the 102nd annual PRCA/
WPRA Rodeo at the Huntington Bank Expo (formerly known as the Cadence Bank Cen-
ter, and commonly known as Bell County Expo). On Saturday, July 4, the day will include 
the Patriotic Program, Parade, Festival on Nolan Creek in Liberty Park featuring the Rev, 
White & Blue Car Show, High5 Hot Dog Eating Contest and live musical entertainment 
by Westbound.

The holiday will then close out with the Backyard Party at Schoepf’s Concert and 
Fireworks, featuring the popular band with roots in Belton, Sprung, along with Jared 
Johnson, returning for an encore performance prior to the fireworks show. This is a non-
ticketed event, open to the public, although reserved tables are available.

For more information about these events, visit the website at www.beltonchamber.
com, call 254-939-3551, or email info@beltonchamber.com. 

Party -  From Page A1

nity to represent Texas at the national competition alongside thousands of students from 
across the United States and around the world.

“To have both of our documentary teams selected for this prestigious showcase is an 
incredible honor,” said Kat Knox, K-12 social studies and languages other than English 
coordinator. “Their projects represent months of thoughtful research, collaboration and 
storytelling. More importantly, they demonstrate the curiosity, critical thinking and perse-
verance that prepare students to become informed leaders and engaged citizens.”

The showcase gave students the opportunity to share their research with museum 
visitors while experiencing firsthand how history can educate, inspire and spark meaning-
ful conversations. 

Presenting their work in a Smithsonian museum is a distinction few National History 
Day participants have the opportunity to experience.

The Lake Belton Middle School documentary team of Emery Hobson, Sarah Jackson 
and Mya Kacal captured first place in the Junior Group Documentary category, earning a 
National History Day national championship and bringing home the gold for Belton ISD. 

Their achievement represents the highest honor awarded in the division and places 
their work among the finest student history projects in the nation.

The award-winning documentary “Brought To You By the Letter R” can be viewed 
at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVBLIt57lK0.  

The national championship adds another milestone to an already historic year for 
Belton ISD’s National History Day program, which included multiple state champions, 
campus firsts, two documentary teams advancing to the national competition, a Smithso-
nian showcase and now a national title.

Together, these accomplishments reflect Belton ISD’s commitment to creating au-
thentic learning experiences that challenge students to think critically, research deeply 
and confidently share their stories on a national stage.

Historians -  From Page A1

Marching 100 Alumni donate 
banner to Bell County Museum

By Michele Weisman
The Belton Journal

On Saturday, June 13, the Belton 
Marching Band 100 Alumni gathered 
upstairs at the Bell County Museum to 
present their banner from 1974 Tourna-
ment of Roses Parade. 

Richard Crain, the Head Band Di-
rector was in attendance.

In the Harris Auditorium, more 
than 50 guests, former band members 
and their families witnessed the hand-
ing over of the 1974 Belton High School 
Marching 100 banner and memorabilia 
to the care of the museum.

The current President of the Belton 
Marching 100 Alumni, Sarah Gilleland, 
began the event by formally dedicating 
the banner and memorabilia to the Bell 
County Museum’s Education Coordina-
tor, Kayte Rickets.

 “The Bell County Museum’s mis-

sion is to educate the community on the 
historic heritage of Bell County. This is 
an amazing piece of pride for Belton. 
It’s wonderful being able to celebrate 
that history with everyone who was in 
it,” Rickets said.

Gilleland then introduced former 
Head Band Director, Richard Crain. 
While videos of the marching band 
were played behind him on a screen, he 
shared a few memoires and his gratitude 
for his former students.

The audience laughed when Crain 
explained how he came up with the 
drills.

“I wrote all this stuff out at the 
kitchen table. That’s where all those 
drills came from. Good or bad, they’re 
written at the kitchen table,” he said.

Crain also explained what was most 
important in his work.

“It was all about the kids. It was all 
about kids for me and their welfare,” 

said Crain.
He shared some funny stories about 

the marching band, and one that left an 
impression on him.

“There’s a little-known fact that we 
were made aware of on that day, January 
1, 1974. Of all the bands that marched in 
the Rose Parade, a whole slew of other 
bands, we marched over 200 people, and 
we were the only band that during that 
approximately nine miles of marching 
did not have anybody drop out,” Crain 
noted.

Everyone was then invited to enjoy 
light refreshments and visit.

Edward Vaca, who played the cor-
net, shared about the day before and the 
day of the parade in Pasadena, Califor-
nia.

“The day before the parade, we were 
running around Disneyland all day long, 
and at midnight we were in a parade in 
Disneyland. We went back to the UCLA 

dorms, got up early in the morning, and 
packed all of our things for the parade. 
It was cold that morning. A lot of people 
had a lot of clothing underneath their 
uniforms. Some of us just braved it. We 
were cold,” said Vaca.

Former student Susie Wallace, who 
played the clarinet, brought her year-
book for Crain to sign.

“Our class was unique because we 
didn’t go to the 1974 Tournament of 
Roses Parade. We were freshmen,” said 
Wallace.

David Allen played the trumpet in 
the 1974 Tournament of Roses Parade.

“We came back for a reunion in ’09 
and we started the Marching 100 alum-
ni,” said Allen.

To see the historic performance of 
the Marching 100 Alumni, go to the 
YouTube channel, “Belton Marching 
100 Alumni Band.”

Courtesy Photo 
Above Left: A photo of the marching band, led by its banner, from the 1974 Tournament of Roses Parade. Above Right: The Marching 100 band in attendance with 
their band director. Seated L-R: Barbara Holland, James Whitis (1st Lt), Donna Cross, Belinda Carlisle, Mr. Richard Crain (Band Director), Dianah Dulany, Johnny 
Bohlin, Robert Atmar and David Rentschler Standing L-R: Calvin Tyner (Band Captain), David Allen, Edward Vaca, Debbie Whitmire, Jo Cabaniss, Teresa Albright, 
Peggy Jackson, Darlene Culp and Jennifer Bay (Drum Majorette/Twirler)  

Belton ISD selects David Manley as 
Lake Belton High School Principal 

Special to the Journal 

Belton ISD has selected 
veteran educational leader 
David Manley to serve as 
principal of Lake Belton 
High School, bringing nearly 
four decades of experience 
and a proven record of lead-
ership at the campus, district 
and state levels.

Manley joins Lake Bel-

ton High School after serving 
as a Texas Strategic Leader-
ship executive coach with 
Education Service Center 
Region 6, where he worked 
alongside superintendents 
and leadership teams to 
strengthen strategic planning 
and improve student out-
comes. 

Prior to that role, he 
served in multiple execu-
tive leadership positions in 
Killeen ISD, including assis-
tant superintendent of human 
resources, assistant superin-
tendent for learning services 
and assistant superintendent 
for instructional leadership.

“David Manley is a high-
ly respected leader whose ex-
perience spans every level of 
public education,” said Ben 
Smith, executive director of 

campus leadership for sec-
ondary campuses. “He has a 
proven track record of devel-
oping people, building strong 
school cultures and improv-
ing student outcomes. We are 
excited to welcome him to 
Lake Belton High School and 
are confident he will continue 
the tradition of excellence 
that students, staff and fami-
lies have come to expect.”

Manley succeeds Steele 
Hantgin, who accepted a 
central office leadership role 
in another school district that 
allows her to be closer to fam-
ily.

With 37 years of expe-
rience in public education, 
Manley has served as a teach-

David Manley

See PRINCIPAL, 
Page A3
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PRIVATE 24-HOUR 
CARE AT HOME

For families seeking the highest level of personal
care, CareAge HomeCare offers Signature 24-
Hour In-Home Care. 

Contact us today for a
confidential  consultation

254-780-9864 
www.careagehomecare.com

• 24-Hour Continuous Care
• Alzheimer’s & Dementia Expertise
• Personal Assistance & Mobility Support
• Meal Preparation & Household Support
• Compassionate Companionship

Discreet, professional in-home care for families
who want the very best.

Serving Temple,
Belton, Salado and

surrounding
communities 

Hewett-Arney Funeral Home
Serving families in our historic building since 1942

  

Did you know?
Almost everyone who prearranges with us 
comments before leaving, “I’d been wanting to 
do that for years!”  Why wait? We guarantee 
the prices won’t go up. You save your family 
additional emotional and financial burdens by 
prearranging. Give us a call.

100% Family Owned

(254)778-3200
Phones answered 24/7                     Includes crematory fee                    Includes 20 ga. steel casket 

14 W. Barton Ave. • Temple • www.hewettarney.com
Please don’t text and drive! Call and ask for pricing. By regulation funeral home must disclose pricing by phone.

• Complete Funeral
   

$5550
• Direct Cremation

$1650  Complete

Ujunwa Ogwudu from Bel-
ton New Tech High School, 
and Dalanna Paleafel from 
Copperas Cove High School. 

They danced to the song 
When We Come Together 
by Andrew Dykes, choreo-
graphed by Stacey Wison. 

The keynote speaker 
was Aya Furbara Eneli, the 
podcast host of Rethink-
ing Freedom and co-host of 
Women and Resistance.

After she spoke, the six 
contestants performed their 
talents.

Special speaker was Eri-
ca Lee Carter, Harris County 
Administrator and daughter 

of the late Congresswoman 
Sheila Jackson Lee.

Lee said, “Juneteenth, 
what I love about it is that it 
tells the story of doors open-
ing because generations be-
fore us refused to accept that 
opportunity should be limited 
by circumstance. 

“Juneteenth reminds us 
of freedom, resilience, and 
possibility, and it gives us 
a moment of reflection on 
how far we’ve come and how 
much work remains.”

For the formal wear por-
tion, each young lady was 
asked a question.

The winners were: Miss 

Juneteenth 2026, Ujunwa 
Ogwudu of Belton New 
Tech High School; Junior 
Miss Juneteenth 2026, Na-
talia Lawerence of Bohman 
Middle School - Temple; Lil 
Miss Juneteenth 2026, Aali-
ana Durst of Kennedy Powell 
Elementary - Temple. 

Ogwudu will receive 
a $500 scholarship for col-
lege.

Ramona A. Clark, 
founder, director, and co-
ordinator of the pageant, 
thanked the sponsors of the 
event and the judges Mar-
gie Djomo Wandji, Barbara 
Maufas, and Candi Gadison.

In attendance, Stacey 
Johnson had three grand-
daughters in the pageant, 
ages 5, 8, and 12. Johnson 
said the girls worked very 
hard practicing their talent. 

Their great-grandmoth-
er, Lois Broadus said she 
was glad to be able to attend 
and that her great-grand-
daughters love the scholar-
ship pageant.

Juneteenth -  From Page A1

Belton Library to host 
mini parade for 

children on July 2
Special to the Journal

Belton’s youngest pa-
triots are invited to celebrate 
Independence Day with their 
own Mini Parade around the 
Belton Public Library on 
Thursday, July 2.

The Library’s Mini Pa-
rade will feature wagons, 
scooters and bicycles as pa-
rade “floats.” Check-in will 
start at 10 a.m. and the parade 
will begin at 11 a.m.

Belton Mayor David K. 
Leigh will lead the parade. 
The route will be a short dis-
tance of about 500 feet from 
North Penelope Street to East 
1st Avenue.

Community members 
may sign up to enter a float at 

https://tinyurl.com/MiniPa-
rade. The last day to register 
an entry is Tuesday, June 30.

The pint-sized pro-
cession precedes Belton’s 
historic 4th of July Parade 
down Main Street and Cen-
tral Avenue on July 4. The 
more than 100-year tradition 
draws thousands of people to 
Downtown Belton each year.

er, coach, assistant principal, principal, executive director and 
assistant superintendent. 

His leadership experience includes serving as principal of 
both Harker Heights High School and Rancier Middle School, 
where he developed a reputation for building strong teams, 
fostering student success and strengthening school-community 
relationships.

Throughout his career, Manley has been recognized for 
his ability to develop leaders, strengthen instructional systems 
and create environments where students and educators can 
thrive. His experience includes overseeing campus operations, 
curriculum and instruction, accountability systems, special 
programs and strategic planning initiatives designed to im-
prove student achievement.

As Lake Belton High School continues to grow, Belton 
ISD sought a leader with the experience, vision and relation-
ship-building skills necessary to guide the campus forward. 
District leaders found that leader in Manley.

Lake Belton High School serves students in grades 9-12 
and is known for its strong academic programs, competitive 
extracurricular opportunities and commitment to prepar-
ing students for success beyond graduation. Under Manley’s 
leadership, the campus will continue building on its tradition 
of excellence while creating opportunities for each and every 
student to thrive.

Manley officially begins his role as principal on July 6, 
2026.

Principal -  From Page A2

Council OKs new parks Master Plan

This has been added.
According to the agreements, Acadian 

and Baylor Scott & White must maintain suf-
ficient vehicles, trained personnel, and equip-
ment on hand to allow it to respond within 
one hour to any request for non-emergency 
service.

If a franchise holder is unable to main-
tain a one-hour response for a given period of 
time, the franchise holder must notify the Bell 
County Communications Center that it is out 

of service, and also notify persons requesting 
the services of the period for which it will be 
unable to perform ambulance services.

Also Tuesday, Council awarded a con-
tract to RM Quality Construction to build 
one house as part of the Texas Department of 
Housing & Community Affairs’ HOME pro-
gram grant.

According to Jo-Ell Guzman, Belton’s 
Grants & Special Projects coordinator, the 
city was awarded a grant for the reconstruc-

tion of a house located at 808 S Pearl Street. 
RM Quality Construction submitted the low-
est base bid of $141,000 for a three-bedroom, 
two-bath home that includes noise mitigation, 
a handicapped-assessable bathroom, a carport 
and rain gutters. These items increased the 
cost to $206,000. 

State funds for the project are $205,000, 
and the City of Belton’s match is $30,126.24 
in cash contributions and waived permit fees.

Council -  From Page A1

By David Stone
The Belton Journal

A new Belton Parks, Recreation, Trails and Open 
Spaces Master Plan for 2026 through 2036 was ad-
opted Tuesday by City Council. 

The Master Plan replaces a similar parks plan ad-
opted in 2016 and updated in 2021, according to James 
Grant, director of Belton Parks & Recreation.

“City Council approved a contract with MHS Plan-
ning & Design on July 8, 2025, to develop the City’s 
2026-2036 Master Plan,” Grant said. “At the same 
meeting, Council also requested and approved MHS 
to conduct a feasibility study for an Indoor Recreation 
Center, including the costs associated with construct-
ing and operating a facility suited for the Belton com-
munity.”

The Indoor Recreation Center, however, is not part 
of the plan adopted by Council on Tuesday evening.

“MHS began working on this plan in October 
2025 and spent eight months and countless hours get-
ting to know our community,” Grant added. “They met 
with city staff and the Parks Board to develop a very 
successful survey that was conducted over a 10-week 
period, receiving nearly 900 responses from Belton 
residents.”

MHS also held three productive focus group meet-
ings where they heard from civic groups, local schools 
and universities, business owners from around town, 
and other community organizations, including the 
Chamber of Commerce and the Belton Senior Center.

“During this time, MHS visited our parks, took 
photographs, and spoke with members of our com-
munity to learn what they liked about our parks and 
identify opportunities for improvement,” Grant said. 
“They conducted workshops with the Parks Board 
and held a town hall meeting on March 31 where they 
shared the results of the survey and the direction the 

plan was taking.”
The process included a Joint Workshop with City 

Council and the Parks Board on May 12. The complet-
ed plan was then presented to the Parks Board on June 
15, where they unanimously recommended forwarding 
it to City Council for consideration and adoption.

The Master Plan includes adding more play-
grounds, trails, pavilions and shade structures, sports 
and practice fields, indoor recreation, and site furnish-
ings such as benches, picnic tables and grilling sta-
tions.

Also, the plan will improve park signage, splash 
pads, community pools and river access.

“The plan will propose improvements over the 
next 10 years to best satisfy or fulfill the recreation-
al needs of Belton,” Grant said. “It will provide the 
city with guidance for decision-making and budgeting 
when it comes to park projects.”

Council to allow food truck 
on North Pearl

By David Stone
The Belton Journal

Belton City Council on Tuesday 
authorized a street-use license agree-
ment with Dominica Garza that al-
lows a food truck to park at 108 N 
Pearl Street on an intermittent basis.

Garza owns the property that 
is currently leased to Atrium Cof-
fee and Topanga Boutique, and she 
hopes the temporary food truck 
draws more people to the two busi-
nesses. 

“The food truck would operate 
one or two Saturdays per month,” 
said Tina Moore, assistant director 
of Belton’s developmental services. 
“This section of North Pearl is a one-
way street with relatively low week-
end traffic volumes. The one-way 
configuration allows controlled pass-
through traffic and reduces conflicts 
with opposing vehicles.” 

According to Garza, the pro-
posed setup would not block inter-
sections, drive aisles, fire lanes, or 
pedestrian pathways, and access to 
sidewalks and storefronts would re-
main unobstructed.

According to city standards for 
food trucks, the vendor’s serving 
windows must face the business side 
of the street so ordering and occurs 
away from passing traffic.

Traffic cones must be placed 
approximately 5 to 10 feet from the 
mobile unit to provide a warning of a 
parked object in the roadway.

Typically, a city permit is not 
required for itinerant vendors; how-
ever, a permit is required when a 
vendor operates from a fixed site un-
der a lease or other arrangement on a 
defined schedule with specified days 
and hours of operation. 

Because this proposal involves a 
fixed site, Garza will need to provide 

staff with a monthly list of participat-
ing vendors. City staff will confirm 
that each vendor holds the appropri-
ate state permits required for mobile 
food-vendor operations.

Also Tuesday evening, Council 
held a public hearing, then approved 
a zoning change from Agricultural to 
Planned Development (Light Indus-
trial) on 4.34 acres located at 8632 
Amity Road. The goal of the change 
is to enhance quality of life through 
park development and recreation 
programming and partnerships.

The applicants for the zoning 
change — Joe and Barbara Wash-
burn — are in the process of subdi-
viding the property to see the eastern 
portion to Wolff Construction Co., 
which owns adjacent properties north 
of the site. Wolff plans to expand its 
construction business and build a 
new office building on the site.
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First United Methodist Church hosts science camp

By Harvey Jackson Oss
The Belton Journal 

Belton First United Methodist Church held their sec-
ond annual science camp this week, from June 22 to June 
25. For several years the church has hosted Vacation Bible 
School programming for children during the summer. 

Reverend Jennifer Chickering set out to expand upon 
the summer activities by introducing the science camp. 

“I was like, you know what? I can help with a science 
camp, because I don’t see that as an option for our elemen-
tary age students here,” explained Chickering.

Cassandra Bindea, a science teacher, used her experi-
ence to arrange the experiments for last year’s camp. This 
year, the church is joined by three professional female sci-
entists and engineers to instruct the children. 

In total, 75 students are participating, most of whom 
are not church members. Participation is free of charge, 

and breakfast and lunch are provided. 
“Anybody who might benefit from a breakfast or 

luncheon during the summer are encouraged to join us,” 
noted Chickering.

The science camp follows the STEAM educational 
model, an acronym for science, technology, engineering, 
arts, and mathematics. One lab science activity involves 
creating rock candy over the course of multiple days. An-
other art activity involves designing water filtration sys-
tems using sand art. Students also learned about chroma-
tography, bubbles, and built and tested miniature boats.

FUMC collaborated with the Texas Master Naturalists 
and the Native Plant Society of Texas to run their botany 
activities. The students worked on creating a pollinator 
garden for monarch butterflies. Students also designed, 
created, and launched paper and water bottle rockets. 

Reverend Patrick Hoffman helped facilitate activities 
as his ‘Professor Proton’ persona.

Chickering described her husband and co-pastor Pro-
fessor Proton’s involvement in keeping the children en-
gaged. 

“He dressed up in a costume and introduced the kids 
to science. He did an experiment today where he put a jar 
over a candle that was sitting in water and the water came 
up into the jar, and the kids were just blown away by that 
scientific experiment.”

Adult volunteers spent countless hours setting up sta-
tions and preparing meals for the students. Church staff 
and adult volunteers are aided by fifteen youth volunteers 
working with the children. 

“If they have any questions or if there are any lulls or 
if they need a little bit of extra encouragement, our youth 
are really skilled at doing that,” noted Chickering. “The 
goal of the science camp is to make sure every student that 
comes knows that they are loved and accepted, that they 
find a safe place where they are welcome to be who they 
are, and to explore the creation that God has made.”

“We, as United Methodists especially, believe we 
don’t check our brains at the doors of the church, that we 
have the ability to ask those questions and the gift of sci-
entific observation and the scientific method,” added Hoff-
man. He emphasized that faith and science are compatible 
with one another.

Courtesy Photo
Senior pastor of First United Methodist Church Reverend Patrick Hoffman performs an experiment demon-
stration for students in his Professor Proton costume.

Local dental office reports 
data breach after cyberattack

Special to the Journal 

Cure Dental recently an-
nounced that a recent cyberattack 
may have compromised the Person-
ally Identifiable Information (PII) 
of up to 878 current and former 
patients. 

According to the practice’s 
compliance staff, the unauthorized 
intrusion was detected on June 25, 
2025.

An initial investigation re-
vealed that the practice’s cyber-
security platform detected and 
effectively stopped movement of 
malicious activity across the net-
work. 

In response, the network was 
immediately locked down and any 
external connections were termi-
nated. 

Also, all accounts with access 
to remote desktop web access were 
disabled and an office-wide pass-
word reset was forced. 

Through the investigation, it 
was determined that certain per-
sonal information of patients asso-
ciated with the practice might have 
been accessed. 

The affected data may have in-
cluded names, addresses, dates of 
birth, social security numbers, and 
driver’s license numbers. 

However, the incident did not 
affect any patient Protected Health 

Information (PHI) such as treat-
ment and payment information.

Following this attack, the thief 
contacted the practice several times 
demanding that employees manual-
ly activate malware files he left on 
the practice IT system, however the 
office staff did not comply with his 
demands and the thief discontinued 
further efforts. 

There was also an isolated 
report from a patient that some-
one posing as an IT professional 
contacted her indicating that her 
personal information had been ac-
cessed, but the patient immediately 
hung up the phone and informed 
practice staff. 

Cure Dental is not aware of any 
additional suspicious activity since 
these incidents occurred. Nonethe-
less, they directed their IT support 
company to conduct security in-
spections and continue to diligent-
ly monitor the practice’s system 
platform to protect against further 
breaches. 

Cure Dental has also notified 
the U.S. Department of Health & 
Human Services (HHS) of this in-
cident.

“We deeply regret this inci-
dent and sincerely apologize for 
any concern it may cause our com-
munity,” said Dr. Tejas Patel, Cure 
Dental practice owner. “In the af-

termath of this incident, we worked 
diligently with our cybersecurity 
experts to prevent this from ever 
happening again.”

The practice confirmed that 
affected patients were notified via 
email or mail with detailed instruc-
tions on how to enroll in free cred-
it monitoring services to protect 
against identity theft. 

Additionally, the Cure Dental 
has established a dedicated toll-
free helpline at 1-888-766-1488 for 
patients who have questions about 
this matter.

Patients are also encouraged 
to visit the Texas Attorney General 
website below to find information 
regarding protection against iden-
tity theft:

ht tps: / /www.texasat torney-
general.gov/consumer-protection/
identity-theft/help-prevent-identi-
ty-theft. 

NWS expert: 
Wet spring 

will give way 
to hot, dry 
summer

By David Stone 
The Belton Journal

While the first six months of 2026 were the second 
wettest January-through-June in the past 10 years, National 
Weather Service meteorologists say this summer will be 
exceptionally hot and dry.

So far this year, the Belton area has received about 
19.5 inches of rain — in the last 10 years, only 2024 was 
wetter with 29.66 inches, according to meteorologist Al-
lison Prater of the NWS’s Fort Worth office.

“Belton-area rainfall is usually measured at the Tem-
ple airport,” Prater said. “But that observation site  has 
been out since June 10 and is not representative since there 
is quite a bit of missing information. That being the case, 
I used an observation site at Fort Hood for the June 2026 
numbers.”

“More than 19 inches in the first six months of the year 
is rare, but it happens,” she said. “We get periods of spring 
and summer rain as storm systems move through Central 
and Southern plains.”

Although 2026 has started with lots of rain, conditions 
will change as summer continues.

“Our forecasts only go out seven days,” Prater ex-
plained. “The Climate Prediction Center has longer-range 
outlooks.”

“Currently, the one-month (July) and three-month out-
looks (July-Sept.) are favoring above normal temperatures 
and below normal precipitation,” she said. “However, this 
does not mean that we won’t have periods of wetter and 
cooler weather conditions during the next three months.”

“We’ll just need to keep an eye on how and where 
storm systems develop in the coming months.”

While 2024 had the wettest January-through-June in 
the past 10 years, 2022 was by far the driest with a scant 
8.45 inches of rain during the same time frame. Most years 
recorded 14 to 16 inches during that time.

As a whole, the first half of 2026 has been quite wet, 
but the year did not start out that way. There were 242 wild-
fires in Bell County during January and February of this 
year because of a warm, dry winter.
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Pinky’s Bar and Grill celebrates grand re-opening
By Michele Weisman
The Belton Journal

Sandra Escalante recently celebrated a grand re-
opening and ribbon cutting for Pinky’s Bar and Grill.

Escalante said, “I am now 100% owner of Pinky’s, 
and we are taking it in a fun new direction. A direction 
that blends my culture and my life here in Texas. For 
brunch, we have French toast and a Mexican Benedict 
with Chorizo. It will be familiar things with fun little 
Mexican twists. It’s like a modern Mexican move-
ment.”

Her other business, Haute Dog, is a mobile gour-
met hot dog stand. She is adding elements of it to Pin-
ky’s, and customers will see small hot dog decor inside 
Pinky’s.

Escalante said the people in Belton are welcoming 
and they like to embrace something fun and a little 
different, a little kooky. She has seen customers be-
come regulars, and then they become friends. She also 
mentioned it is popular with people after church on 
Sundays.

A treasured moment for Escalante is when staff 
and customers were celebrating a Selena night. They 
were celebrating Selena’s birthday and there was a 
group of ladies there. They were painting, drinking, 
and dancing. It was one of the older ladies’ birthdays, 
and she was celebrating. The woman explained to 
Escalante that the music Pinky’s was playing was by 
Juan Gabriel, and she never thought she would hear 
that in Belton, Texas. Escalante said It was just fun.

The ribbon-cutting, hosted by the Belton Area 
Chamber of Commerce, occurred inside the establish-
ment. The upstairs and downstairs were packed, and 
food and drinks were offered for people to enjoy. Prior 
to the actual cutting, Randy Pittenger, president and 
CEO of the chamber, and Escalante did an impromptu 

pinky promise pose for photos.
When the ribbon was cut, everyone cheered, and 

two of her staff cheered with red pompoms.
Mia Duran, who works at Pinky’s said, “Escalante 

is so creative. She’s truly down for anything.” 
Escalante wants male customers to know that the 

pink color outside and inside Pinky’s is a common 

color in Central Mexico. She explained it is part of 
her culture and it’s not a way of saying boys are not 
allowed.

Pinky’s Bar and Grill is located at 201 N East 
Street in Belton. They are open, Sundays, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Wednesday through Fridays they open at 4 p.m., 
and Saturdays they are open 10 a.m. to midnight.

Courtesy Photo
A pinky promise at Pinky’s between Randy Pittenger and Sandra Escalante.
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Delta student hones skills with BISD tech department 
Special to the Journal 

Delta student Land-
on Bigby turned his pas-
sion for technology into a 
hands-on learning experi-
ence this spring through a 
partnership with the Belton 
ISD Technology Depart-
ment.

As a Chromebook 
Repair Techspert, Landon 
worked alongside district 
technology staff, gaining 
real-world experience di-
agnosing and repairing stu-
dent devices while learning 
the day-to-day operations 
of an information technol-
ogy department.

His experience includ-
ed time at the district tech-
nology office and Belton 
High School, giving him 
a behind-the-scenes look 
at the systems and support 
that keep classrooms con-
nected and students learn-
ing.

“Providing students 
with authentic, hands-on 
experiences is one of the 
best ways to inspire future 
careers,” said Frank Mur-

ray, Chief Technology Of-
ficer. “Landon brought en-
thusiasm, curiosity, and a 
willingness to learn every 
day. Watching him develop 
new skills while contribut-
ing to our team has been 
incredibly rewarding. Op-
portunities like this help 
students discover career 
pathways while making a 
meaningful impact in our 
district.”

During his time with 
the technology team, Land-
on learned Chromebook 
repair techniques, trouble-
shooting strategies, and 
device management pro-
cesses while strengthening 
valuable skills in problem-
solving, collaboration, and 
customer service.

By working alongside 
the district technology team 
and campus technicians 
at Belton High School, he 
gained insight into the es-
sential role technology 
plays in supporting teach-
ing and learning. His work 
helped prepare and main-
tain devices that students 
rely on every day while 

gaining practical experi-
ence in a field that aligns 
with his interests.

The Chromebook 
Repair Techspert experi-
ence reflects Belton ISD’s 
commitment to provid-
ing students with authen-
tic learning opportunities 
that extend beyond the 
classroom. Made possible 
through the district’s part-
nership with ACER, the 
Techspert program con-
nects students with district 
technology professionals 
for hands-on learning expe-
riences that build technical 
skills, encourage career ex-
ploration, and prepare them 
for future success.

For Landon, what be-
gan as an interest in tech-
nology became an opportu-
nity to develop new skills, 
build professional experi-
ence, experience hands-on 
and contribute to the work 
that supports thousands of 
students across the district, 
proving that learning can 
happen anywhere curiosity 
meets opportunity.

Courtesy Photo 
BISD Delta student Landon Bigby works on a Chromebook in the BISD Technology 
Department, gaining real-world experience diagnosing and repairing student 
devices.

Alzheimer’s Angels deliver 1,600 meals
By Michele Weisman
The Belton Journal

Team Alzheimer’s An-
gels  and the community 
came together, Thursday 
June 18, to raise money for 
the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion. 

It was also to bring 
awareness to their caretak-
ers and those living with 
Alzheimer’s because of 
the longest day of the year, 
June 21. 

The event was held at 
the Hilton Garden Inn in 
Temple parking lot, starting 
at 6:26 a.m. 

Breakfasts of taco 
meals with a drink were 
delivered until 10 a.m. For 
lunch, they prepared and 
delivered burgers with a 
cookie and a drink until 
sundown or everything was 
sold out. Pre-orders were to 
be placed by June 16. All 
donations were given to the 

Alzheimer’s Association. 
Jamie Moseley, the 

marketing director of Vis-
iting Angels and team cap-
tain of Alzheimer’s Angels, 
said they are a national 
sponsor of the Alzheimer’s 
Association. 

With 1,600 pre-orders, 
over 80 sponsors for the 
event, and 50 volunteers, 
they were ready to fix, 
package, and deliver the 
orders. The furthest out was 
Lampasas. 

Moseley said, “We are 
a company that provides 
personal care services in 
the home for the elderly 
and disabled.”

Local businesses were 
able to donate meals and 
have them delivered for 
free. Some businesses gift-
ed meal deliveries to the 
local police and fire depart-
ments.

Hilton Garden staff 
member Trey said, “It’s a 

great event run by great 
people. We’re proud to be 
a part of it. We’ve been 
working with Alzheimer’s 
Angels forever.”

The 80 sponsors took 
up two sides of a flyer team 
Alzheimer’s Angels had 
on hand. A few on the list 
were JNeely’s Burrito Bar, 
The Ridge at Owl Creek, 
Sulphur Creek Primary & 
Urgent Care, Vista Real 
Estate, Integrity Rehab and 
Home Health, By Design 
Graphic Design, Sam’s 
Club, and The Belton Jour-
nal.

Moseley said the event 
has a lot of support because 
everyone’s been affected. 

The Alzheimer’s An-
gels team wants to spread 
awareness of what a care-
giver goes through by 
themselves, especially on 
the longest day of the year, 
at home and for the person 
with Alzheimer’s.

BELTON JOURNAL/Michele Weisman
Part of the 50-volunteer team captures a photo as breakfasts for delivery were 
underway.

Courtesy Photo 
First Juneteenth parade in Belton was held last Friday. It was a community ser-
vice project by the Heart of Texas Miss Juneteenth and served as a kick-off to the 
events for the day in Yettie Polk Park.
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United Methodist Texas youth visit 
Belton to serve the community

By Michele Weisman
The Belton Journal

For the week of June 14 through the 20, 
youth and adult volunteers, called Action 
Reach-out Ministry by Youth (U.M. ARMY) 
came from five churches to serve the Belton 
and the Bell County area. 

A total of 69 youth and 39 adults gave 
vacation time and paid time off to serve local 
community members.

Prior to their visit, Reverand Anna Shi-
pley went out with church members who de-
liver Meals on Wheels. 

The drivers had put the word out on their 
deliveries that the youth were going to come 
and help with projects.

Shipley did a walkthrough with each cli-
ent to make a personal connection and set up 
the specs for the projects.

Also working with the Texas Ramp 

Project (TRP), U.M. ARMY took a few cli-
ents from their list. 

TRP and First United Methodist Church 
of Belton (UMCB) shared the cost 50/50 on 
these client projects.

The youth who are involved in U.M. 
ARMY are in 6th through 12th grades, and are 
learning skills with each project taught by the 
adult volunteers.

Shipley said the seventeen projects were 
in Belton, Harker Heights, Rogers, and Tem-
ple.

They built seven ramps, repaired ramps, 
repaired fencing, trimmed a yard, put in stairs 
across the street from UMCB, painted hous-
es, did one ceiling repair, and worked on a 
deck. 

Other than the TRP contribution, UMCB 
funded each project.

Shipley grew up experiencing what the 
youth under her were learning and doing for 
the week.

Shipley said, “This is about teaching 
kids valuable life skills and empowering 
them to do projects. You get to see them grow 
over time, which is really, really cool.”

The goal of U.M. ARMY is to help dis-
abled, low-income residents in the commu-
nity. The focus of each project was to make 
connections with the clients more important 
than the speed of completing the project.

When not working, the UM youth days 
are on repeat, opening with worship, a devo-
tional message, and at the end of the day they 
ate dinner together and had worship again. 
Youth provided the worship, the teaching, 
the meals, and cleaned up too. Each night 
they enjoyed an activity. There was a scav-
enger hunt in Belton, an Olympics night, a 
night eating out at local businesses, and they 
wrapped up the week at Summer Fun Water 
Park.

Two youth met and became friends 
through U.M. ARMY, Bailey Thornton 
from Austin, in her fourth year with U.M. 
ARMY,  and Emerson Whiteneck from 
Corpus Christi, in her fifth year at U.M. 
ARMY. This was their first year to serve 
as the Youth Advisory Board, referred to as 
YAB.

They arrived a day before the other 
youth, Thornton explained. 

“We help out where we’re needed,” she 
said. 

Whiteneck added, “We’ve been visiting 
the sites and giving them snacks. Kind of be-
ing their cheerleaders this week. We see the 
youth paired as strangers at the beginning of 
the week, but by the end they have bonded.”

“U.M. ARMY is incredible for commu-
nity building and strengthening your faith,” 
said Thornton.

BELTON JOURNAL/Michele Weisman
Above Left & Center: UM youth sit atop their wheelchair build for a resident who is able to continue independent living. Above Right: The UM youth are not far from 
the watchful eye and instruction of the adults who assist with the builds.
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Broncos pitcher Maddux concludes 
high school career at all-star game

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

It was an opportunity Maverik 
Maddux could not ignore.

After helping the Broncos earn 
consecutive District 16-5A cham-
pionships and being named the 
league’s pitcher of the year in each 
campaign, the senior standout was 
prepared to move on to the next 
chapter of his life. 

Committed to play at TCU, 
Maddux was focused on finding 
success at the collegiate level, but 
then something brought him back 
to Lake Belton. 

Maddux was recently selected 
to play in the annual Texas High 
School Baseball Coaches Associa-

tion All-Star Game, and he pounced 
on the chance to represent the Bron-
cos. 

“This is an honor,” Maddux 
said. “It is a blessing to wear a Lake 
Belton jersey one last time. I’ve 
worked really hard for that program 
over the years.

“I have a lot of memories 
there.”

The event took place at Round 
Rock’s Dell Diamond.

Maddux served as one of four 
pitchers for the South roster, which 
was composed of University In-
terscholastic League Class 5A and 
Class 6A players from across the 
state. 

While it is an honor to be invit-
ed to the contest, it is also simply a 

culmination of his passion, because 
since he was a child, Maddux has 
found solace in the sport.

“I started playing at Heritage 
Park when I was a little kid,” he 

said. “I’ve just always had a lot of 
fun playing baseball. Anytime I’m 
stressed out about something or 

there are things going on in my life, 
I’ll just turn to baseball, and it all 
floats away.

“I also just love competing, 
and I believe baseball is one of 
the most competitive sports in the 
world.”

Although Maddux has plenty 
of memories to cherish from his 
time with the Broncos, this will be 
his first all-star experience, and he 
is looking forward to the opportu-
nity to share the field with some of 
Texas’ top prospects. 

Nineteen other players joined 
Maddux on the squad to face off 
against the 21-man North roster, 
and both teams are packed with 
playmakers, including multiple rep-
resentatives on the all-state lists. 

Regardless of how things un-
folded on the field, the game served 
as a punctuation mark to Maddux’s 
high school career, but his legacy 
will remain. 

After years of dedication, suc-
cess and individual accomplish-
ments with the Broncos, he has 
established himself as a pillar of the 
program and will undoubtedly be 
admired by generations of players 
to come. 

“I’m truly blessed with my 
abilities,” Maddux said, “and I’m 
glad people look up to me, because 
I try really hard to be a great human 
and baseball player. So, it means a 
lot to me to know kids might look 
up to me as an example.”

Lady Tigers use TABC 
Showcase as chance to grow

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The Lady Tigers are transitioning. 
After watching key components grad-

uate off the roster head coach Anne Marie 
Stark rebuilt from a three-win program a 
mere four years ago, Belton is evolving. 

Standout guards Ke’Ara Shanks and 
Emma Flory, who were integral in the 
Lady Tigers’ playoff return last season, are 
gone, leaving behind a primarily young 
and inexperienced group to uphold the 
high expectations set by their predeces-
sors. 

Last weekend, Belton’s new look 
squad took its initial steps toward creating 
an identity all its own. 

The Lady Tigers traveled to Bryan-
College Station for the annual Texas As-
sociation of Basketball Coach Girls Show-
case, where hundreds of teams from across 
the state take part in a massive, multisite 
event that draws countless collegiate 
scouts hungry to recruit talent, and the trip 
was a success.

While they emerged from the presti-
gious event with a 1-2 record, Stark be-
lieves a lot was accomplished both on and 

off the court. 
“The focus of our weekend was to 

build some new chemistry after graduating 
a lot of leadership,” she said. “The girls 
played awesome, and the Showcase has a 
meaning. It is really cool to see the girls 
making strides forward in their play during 
the middle of the summer and just coming 
back together as a team. 

“New dynamics are starting to form, 
and it is fun to see my really young talent 
from a year ago becoming my upperclass-
man leadership.”

Beginning Friday, Belton played three 
games at three venues during its two-day 
stay, opening its run with a six-point loss, 
50-44, to Spring. 

The following day, the Lady Tigers 
suffered a 50-35 defeat to Jersey Village in 
the morning before bouncing back to beat 
Hutto 42-40 during the afternoon to con-
clude pool play.

Although the team did not have the 
start it intended, Belton found its rhythm. 

In its final contest versus the Lady 
Hippos, Stark admitted the players dis-
covered cohesion, especially junior stand-
outs Isabella Warner, a guard, and forward 
Emma Harvey. 

Last year, Warner was a 16-5A All-
District First Team selection after guiding 
the Lady Tigers to fourth place in the fi-
nal standings, while Harvey landed on the 
second team, and against Hutto, the duo 
proved worthy of the accolades.

“Everyone was on their third game,” 
Stark said, “and we had lost our last two 
games, so it was a real opportunity for the 
girls to come out flat, but we actually saw 
some of the best chemistry of the weekend 
in that game. Specifically with Warner and 
Harvey, who probably had half a dozen as-
sists to each other, and it was going both 
ways. 

“They had a really cool run that lasted 
about nine minutes, and nobody could stop 
them as a pair. The team just rallied around 
that and kept feeding them the ball until 
the other team was forced to adjust to it.”

Having received a glimpse of what 
she can expect when the University Inter-
scholastic League allows teams to begin 
practicing for the upcoming season Oct. 
21, Stark can adjust accordingly as Belton 
attempts to take its next step toward a dis-
trict championship. 

Numerous obstacles will need to be 
overcome before celebrating such an ac-

complishment, but for now, Stark is con-
fident her team will continue to transition.

“This is the only way to take steps for-
ward,” she said. “Every year, you have a 
new team, because some people graduate 
and others get added. Very rarely does no-
body get removed or added. 

“So, it is just up to the girls to pass on 
what we’ve learned over the past few years 
as a program that has sent us in the right 
direction. It’s all about how we go about 
our business, how we show up to games, 
how we play and how we respond, and 
our older girls are doing an excellent job 
of showing the younger ones what to do.”

Tigers new head coach weighs in on 
summer conditioning and building leaders

By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal 

For the Belton Tigers, the 
road to fall Friday nights doesn’t 
begin under the stadium lights. 
It begins in the weight room, 
on the practice field, and in the 
quiet daily choices athletes make 
through the long Texas summer. 
As the new season approaches, 
first year head coach Joshua 
Mann is making it clear that the 
work being done now will define 
how the Tigers perform when the 
games finally arrive.

The case for summer con-

ditioning, in Mann’s view, is 
simple, players who show up are 
ready when it matters. “Players 
who attend a high percentage of 
our summer workouts come into 
camp more prepared and in bet-
ter condition,” Mann said. “That 
allows us to spend more time 
teaching and refining the game 
rather than using valuable prac-
tice time to build a conditioning 
base.” Every conditioning ses-
sion completed in June and July 
is practice time that doesn’t have 
to be spent in August getting 
players into shape,  time that can 
instead go toward installing the 
offense and defense.

That preparation creates a 
visible divide once camp opens. 
Mann sees a clear difference 
between the athletes who com-
mit and those who don’t. “The 
players who consistently attend 
are mentally and physically 
prepared to handle more of our 
football installation,” he said. 
“They aren’t just trying to sur-

vive practice, they’re positioned 
to get ahead and maximize their 
development.”

But ask Mann what he’s 
really building during the sum-
mer, and the answer goes be-
yond speed and strength. “We’re 
constantly working to develop 
mental toughness, discipline, 
and consistency,” he said. “Sum-
mer workouts are about choices. 
Every day, athletes can choose 
to sleep in or choose to get bet-
ter. Those daily decisions add up 
over time.” Those qualities, he 
emphasized, are difficult to de-
velop once the in season grind 
takes over.

The summer also gives 
the staff time to develop the 
whole athlete in a way the 
regular season rarely allows. 
Rather than focusing narrowly 
on conditioning, the program 
takes a broader approach. “We 
emphasize strength, speed, mo-
bility, flexibility, and recovery 
to build a well rounded athlete 

while reducing the risk of in-
jury when the season begins,” 
Mann said. Pairing physical 
gains with the durability need-
ed to hold up over a long fall 
schedule.

While starting jobs aren’t 
handed out in the offseason, 
summer attendance still shapes 
the team’s internal hierarchy. 
“Depth charts and starting roles 
are earned on the field when 
the pads come on,” Mann said. 
“However, summer attendance 
does influence who players view 
as leaders and who they elect as 
captains. We want to be a player 
led team with coaches serving as 
guides and mentors. Simply put, 
you have to be present to be a 
leader.”

For athletes hoping to leap 
forward, Mann’s blueprint comes 
down to two words: commitment 
and communication. “An ideal 
summer starts with commitment 
to the team. If you’re in town, 
you’re at workouts. It’s that sim-

ple,” he said. “If you’re attending 
camps, working, or on vacation, 
communicate with your coaches 
and teammates. Commitment 
and communication matter.”

As for the athletes who be-
lieve they can round into form 
once practices begin, Mann of-
fered a frank assessment. “I wish 
them the best of luck. Can it be 
done? Sure. But until you catch 
up, practice becomes about you 
instead of the team,” he said. 
“The best athletes arrive pre-
pared so they can focus on im-
proving their performance and 
helping their teammates suc-
ceed.”

The message from Belton’s 
new head coach is unmistakable. 
Long before the first kickoff, the 
Tigers are being built one sum-
mer morning at a time, and the 
players answering the call now 
are the ones positioning them-
selves to lead when the season 
arrives.

Josh Mann
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Sports Briefs
By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Belton and Lake Belton are set to 
take part in one of the state’s most pres-
tigious events this weekend, when they 
travel for the annual Texas Association 
of Basketball Coaches Boys Showcase. 

The Tigers’ trek through their four-
team pool starts Friday.

Belton will play Cypress Falls at 
Duncanville Fieldhouse at 3:10 p.m. 
before facing Dallas Highland Park at 
6:25 p.m. The following day, the Tigers 
encounter Waxahachie at 11:10 a.m. at 
Duncanville High School to conclude 
their stay.

The Broncos begin play Saturday 
with a single game, opening against Dal-
las White at 6:45 p.m. Mansfield Summit 
High School will host the contest. 

They return to the site Sunday to 
play Brenham at 10:05 a.m. before trav-
eling to Duncanville High School for a 
2:25 p.m. tipoff against La Porte.

The event serves as an opportunity 
for collegiate scouts to recruit talent to 
their respective programs while also al-

lowing teams to begin galvanizing their 
skills for the upcoming season. 

FOOTBALL
The football season is rapidly ap-

proaching, and the Tigers recently re-
leased their schedule of events leading 
up to the opening-night kickoff. 

A mandatory parent meeting will 

be held July 30 at 6 p.m. before the first 
practice is conducted Aug. 3. On Aug. 6, 
a group fundraiser will start, and an in-
trasquad scrimmage and youth football 
clinic is set for Aug. 8.

Tiger Moms Camp and media day 
follow on Aug. 15, and Dads/Guardians 
and Decals will take place Aug. 22. 

The regular-season schedule opens 

Aug. 28 with a home game against 
Pflugerville Hendrickson.

SUMMER CAMPS
Belton and Lake Belton are now 

offering summer sports camps to area 
youth.

The camps will be available to boys 
and girls of all skill levels that are pre-
paring to enter kindergarten through 12th 
grade, and they will be conducted at the 
respective campuses. 

Led by team coaches, volleyball, 
basketball, softball, baseball, soccer and 
tennis camps will be available.

Dates and times will vary by sport.
The next camps will be conducted 

by the Lady Broncos volleyball program. 
The three-day events begin July 6 

with third- and fourth-graders attending 
from noon to 2:30 p.m. each day, while 
fifth- and sixth-graders will follow from 
2:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Registration is open at events.home-
townticketing.com/beltonisd.

Call us today to reach over 12,000 readers 
from Temple to Lampasas, Cove to Hamilton!

254-939-5754 • ads@beltonjournal.com 
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Child Find Announcement

The Belton Independent School District is required 
by federal and state law to make a dedicated 
effort to locate, identify, and evaluate every child 
from age 3 to age 21 residing or attending private 
school in our district who is suspected of having a 
disability. Eligible students are entitled to a free and 
appropriate education, including an individualized 
plan for instruction. 

If you suspect your child has a disability, and your 
child does not yet receive special education services, 
please contact:

Anuncio para localizar Niños

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Belton es 
requerido por ley federal y estatal para hacer un 
esfuerzo dedicado a localizar,
identificar y evaluar a todos los niños desde los 3 
hasta los 21 años de edad que residen o asisten a 
una escuela privada en nuestro distrito de quien se 
sospeche tener una discapacidad. Los estudiantes 
elegibles tienen derecho a una educación gratuita 
y apropiada, incluyendo un plan individualizado de 
instrucción.
Si usted sospecha que su hijo tiene una 
discapacidad y todavía no recibe servicios de 
educación especial, póngase en contacto con:

Jennifer Ramirez
Executive Director of Special Education
Belton Independent School District
400 North Wall St.
Belton, Texas 76513
254-215-2110
254-215-2111 (fax)

Annual Candy Trail provides sweet journey for trick-or-treaters
By Annie Dockery
The Belton journal

Many downtown Bel-
ton businesses will be pass-
ing out candy during the 
annual Candy Trail on Oct. 
29, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m., sponsored by Dis-
cover Downtown Belton 
and the Downtown Belton 
Business Alliance.

Leila Valchar, owner of 
My Giving Tree Gift Shop 
& Art Gallery said, “It’s 
the biggest it has been. We 
have 40 businesses that will 

be handing out candy, and 
minimum for each busi-
ness is 3,000 pieces. So, it’s 
going to put us well over 
120,000 pieces of candy 
handed out in downtown 
Belton”

All children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

The trail will start on 
the corner to Penelope, then 
on to First street, and down 
East Street with stops on 
Central Avenue and Water 
Street.

Participating busi-
nesses include Edward 

Jones (Joshua Dildine), The 
Belton Journal, Pink Bull-
dog, Nolan Creek Brewery, 
Gunter Financial Services, 
LaLuncheonette, Mind 
Your Wellness, Picasa De-
sign, Arusha Coffee Co., 
My Giving Tree, iMERA-
Ki, Garlyn Shelton Auto 
Group, The Dusty Rose, 
OakFire Pizza & Brewing, 
Bell County Music Studio, 
McWha Book Store, Na-
poli’s Italian Bistro, Razzle 
Dazzle Specialty Shop, 
Quick Release Bail Bonds, 
BeYouthful Salon, Jones 

Home & Auto, BISD Trans-
portation, Belton Police 
Foundation, Bell County 
Museum, Lena Armstrong 
Public Library, Creekside 
Cigar Lounge, Scores Pizza 
& Wings, The Gin at Nolan 
Creek, Graley’s Goodies, 
Salon & Spa at Greenbriar, 
The Beltonian Threatre, Co-
chran, Blair & Potts, Level 
3 Event & Coworking Cen-
ter, Waffle Cone Belton, 
RE/Max Great Place, Ex-
change on Central, Miller’s 
Smokehouse, Summer 
Fun Water Park, Liberty 

Church, Water Stree Waffle 
House, and Schoepf’s BBQ 
on your way home.

“We’re all excited and 
the businesses will be look-
ing forward to the thou-
sands of little trick-or-treat-
ers,” Valchar said.

A Candy Trail map 
is available on Discover 
Downtown Belton, Belton 
Market Days Facebook, and 
Downtown Belton Business 
Alliance Facebook pages. 
Maps will also be posted at 
the businesses that are dis-
tributing candy.

Barricades will start 
setting up at 1:00 p.m. with 
no cars allowed through 
after 3:30 p.m. The Candy 
Trail will be inside the bar-
ricades. 

“There’s a QR code. It 
will bring up the map and 
you can follow it on your 
phone,” Valchar added. “It 
will make it easy.”

 “My favorite thing 
is the kids,” Valchar said. 
“They’re all running around 
downtown all dressed up. 
It’s a community event; it 
brings us all together.”

File photo 
Costumed kids and familes collect candy at a prior year’s Candy Trail in downtown Belton. This year’s trail will take place Saturday evening from 4-6 p.m. 

Bison roundup in Belton 

Couresty Photo

A bison escaped from a veterinarian’s office on E. 6th Avenue in Belton on Tuesday 
morning, with the first call coming in to Belton animal control around 7:28 a.m. The bi-
son was traced down Penelope and the I-35 frontage road. “From there the bison ran to a 
thicket of trees off the I-14 frontage road, near Tractor Supply. It was finally captured off 
the shoulder of the I-14 frontage road,” said Paul Romer, Public Information for the City 
of Belton.  The animal control officer reached out to a Salado veterinarian, Romer said, 
who helped arrange assistance from a couple of local cowboys. On horseback, the pair 
worked to safely contain the bison, until it was roped old West style and subdued, then 
loaded onto a waiting trailer. Once the bison was captured the veterinarian took custody 
of it to return it to its owner, Romer said.
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Member SIPC

Small habits 
help shape 
a stronger 

financial future

Financial security 
doesn’t have to come 
from a big break or 
a high salary. Wealth 
is often built through 
small habits repeated 
many times over.

If you’re young and 
just getting started, 
time is your advantage. 
Begin now with these 
five small habits that 
can help build lasting 
wealth.

First, automate your 
savings. Pay yourself 
before you spend. Even 
1% to 5% adds up over 
time.

Second, watch the small 
stuff. Subscriptions and 
coffee can quietly drain 
your money if you’re 
not paying attention.

Third, when your 
income increases, like 
through a bonus or a 
raise, increase your 
savings first before you 
spend.

Fourth, start now. Even 
with small savings 
early, your money has 
time to grow, thanks to 
compounding, where 
your money earns 
interest and that interest 
earns interest.

Finally, check in 
weekly or monthly, 
and build a safety 
cushion. Stay aware, 
not obsessed.

Your future wealth 
starts with small 
choices, so start early 
and stay consistent.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Scot Hrbacek, CFP     Financial Advisor®

Lady Broncos dominate TABC 
Showcase with undefeated run

By Aries Ramos 
The Belton Journal

The Lake Belton Lady Broncos made a statement 
over the weekend, sweeping their way to a perfect 3-0 
finish at the TABC Showcase held at Legends Event 
Center in Bryan.

The summer event is one of the premier evaluation 
stops on the Texas basketball calendar, drawing col-
lege coaches from across the state who arrive looking 
to identify the next wave of talent. For the Lady Bron-
cos, the trip to Bryan became a chance to compete on a 
big stage against quality opponents, and they made the 
most of every opportunity.

Lake Belton wasted no time setting the tone. The 
Lady Broncos opened the showcase with a 62-29 vic-
tory over Poth, a lopsided result that showcased a team 
firing on all cylinders from the opening tip. The of-
fense moved the ball with purpose, the defense stayed 
disciplined, and the early margin gave the entire roster 
a chance to contribute.

Lake Belton clamped down in a hard fought 43-
33 win over Brock, grinding out a low scoring victory 
that reflects the toughness of the Lady Broncos as they 
pushed their record to 2-0. When the offense had to 
work for every possession, the defense made sure the 
team stayed in control.

To close out the weekend, Lake Belton found yet 
another gear in a 67-57 victory against Bridge City. 
The higher scoring affair proved the group could win 
in a variety of ways, whether by blowout, defensive 
stand, or shootout, and capped the unbeaten run with 

one of the team’s most complete performances of the 
event.

Beyond the three wins, the showcase offered an 
early and encouraging glimpse of what the 2026-27 
Lady Broncos might become. With college coaches 
lining the gym, players had the opportunity to test 
themselves against strong competition while putting 
their abilities in front of decision makers at the next 
level. The teamwork and competitive spirit on display 
in Bryan have long been hallmarks of Lake Belton bas-
ketball, and this group carried that tradition forward 
with confidence.

With the summer season now in full swing, the 
Lady Broncos appear to have plenty to build on head-
ing into the months ahead. The potential of this team 
is clear, and the coaching staff and players alike are 
eager to keep sharpening their game as preparation for 
the 2026-27 campaign continues.

For more informa-
tion, BeltonTigers.com or 
LakeBeltonAthletics.com.

WRESTLING
Lake Belton is cur-

rently holding summer 
skills sessions each week. 

The sessions run ev-
ery Monday and Wednes-
day from 10:15 a.m. to 
11:15 a.m.

STRENGTH  & 
CONDITIONING

Belton’s summer 

strength and condition-
ing program is underway 
and is open to all middle 
school and high school 
athletes. 

On the available dates 
throughout June and July, 
high school boys will be-
gin two-hour sessions at 8 
a.m., while middle school 
boys start at 7 a.m.

Regardless of school, 
all girls will begin each 
day at 9 a.m.

For more information, 
visit BeltonTigers.com.

RUNNING
Registration for the 

Lions on the Leon Cap-
tain “D” Dash for Sight is 
open until race day Oct. 3. 

Hosted by the Belton 
Lions Club, the five-kilo-
meter race will be held at 
Heritage Park beginning 
at 8:30 a.m. An opening 
ceremony will start at 
8:15 a.m.

The event will begin 
and end at the Lions Pa-
villion. 

Awards will be given 

to the top three finishers 
in each age group, and an 
award will be given to the 
best pirate costume. 

The race proceeds 
help provide eye exams 
and glasses for those in 
need, and donations of 
used glasses will be ac-
cepted for recycling.

Briefs -  From Page B2
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Your home or land could be one 
of your largest investments. 

We would be honored to
 represent you in this important 

transaction. 

We KNOW Belton!
GoCov.com

(254) 939-3800

EIT & Maintenance Supervisor: Palladio 
Industries, Inc.; Temple, TX 76504. Resp. 
fr lead. elect., instrum. & gen. site maint. 
act’s o/chem. mnfg. facility. Req’s: Bchlr’s 
in Automation Engg. Tech. or Mech. Engg. 
+24 mos exp. as Automation Engr. Exp. 
must incl. chem. ind. maint. ens. safe oper. 
o/equip., mach. & sys. Dem. abil. in supv. 
princ. incl. strat. plan., lead. tech., prod. 
meth. & coord. ppl & res. Email CV: hr@
palladioinc.com.
06.25

MCGUIRE TIRE
is looking to hire automotive tire/lube tech. 
Apply in person 103 Lake Road in Belton, 
or 603 South First in Temple. Pay based on 
experience
TFN

CURE DENTAL ANNOUNCED ON 
MONDAY

 that a recent cyberattack may have com-
promised the  Personally Identifiable 
Information (PII) of up to 878 current and 
former patients. According to the practice’s  
compliance staff, the unauthorized intrusion 
was detected on June 25, 2025.  
An intial investigation revealed that the prac-
tice’s cybersecurity platform detected and 
effectively stopped  movement of malicious 
activity across the network. In response, the 
network was immediately locked down and  
any external connections were terminated. 
Also, all accounts with access to remote 
desktop web access were  disabled and an 
office-wide password reset was forced. 
Through the investigation, it was deter-
mined that certain  personal information of 
patients associated with the practice might 
have been accessed. The affected data may  
have included names, addresses, dates of 
birth, social security numbers, and driver’s 
license numbers. However,  the incident 
did not affect any patient Protected Health 
Information (PHI) such as treatment and pay-
ment  information. 
“We deeply regret this incident and sincerely 
apologize for any concern it may cause our 
community,” said Dr.  Tejas Patel, Cure 
Dental practice owner. “In the aftermath of 
this incident, we worked diligently with our 
cybersecurity experts to prevent this from 
ever happening again.” 
The practice confirmed that affected patients 
were notified via email or mail with detailed 
instructions on how to  enroll in free credit 
monitoring services to protect against iden-
tity theft, and the U.S. Department of Health 
and  Human Services (HHS) Office for Civil 
Rights (OCR) was notified of the breach. 
Additionally, the practice has established a 
dedicated toll-free helpline at 1-888-766-
1488 for patients who have questions about 
this matter.  Patients are also encouraged 
to visit the Texas Attorney General website 
below to find information regarding  protec-
tion against identity theft: https://www.tex-
asattorneygeneral.gov/consumer-protection/
identity-theft/help-prevent-identity-theft
06.25, 07.02PD

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION – 

PARENT AND CHILD
CAUSE NO. 25DFAM357244  

TO: TYLER WYERS 
Greetings: 
You are hereby commanded to appear before 
the 426th Judicial District Court, Bell 
County, Texas to be held at the Bell  County 
District Courts Building in Belton, Texas, 
to be held at the courthouse of said County 
in the City of Belton, Texas,  at or before 
10 o’clock AM of the Monday next after the 
expiration of 20 days after the date of ser-
vice of which this  citation, then and there to 
answer the FIRST AMENDED PETITION 
IN SUIT AFFECTING THE PARENT-
CHILD  RELATIONSHIP of MICHELLE 
HILTON AND JEFF EDWARD SCHMIDT , 
Petitioner 
filed in said Court on January 09, 2026, 
against BRIANNA MARIE HILTON AND 
TYLER WYERS respondents, and  said suit 
being number 25DFAM357244, on the dock-
et of said Court, and entitled In the Interest 
of Children LAKELYNN MARIE HILTON, 
07/31/2022 D.O.B  
The nature of which suit is a request to 
Parent/Child Relationship.  
The Court has authority in this suit to enter 
any judgement or decree in the child’s/chil-
dren’s interest which will be binding  upon 
you, including the termination of the parent-
child relationship, the determination of pater-
nity and the appointment of  a conservator 
with authority to consent to the child’s/chil-
dren’s adoption. 
The officer executing this writ shall promptly 
serve the same according to requirements of 
law, and the mandates hereof,  and make due 
return as the law directs. 
This was issued at the request of attorney: 
BRETT PRITCHARD 1201 S WS YOUNG 
DR STE C KILLEEN TX 76543. 
NOTICE TO Defendant: You have been sued. 
You may employ an attorney. If you or your 
attorney do not file a  written answer with 
the clerk who issued this citation by 10:00 
AM on Monday next following the expira-
tion of  twenty days after you were served 
this citation and petition, a default judgment 
may be taken against you. In  addition to fil-
ing a written answer with the clerk, you may 
be required to make initial disclosures to the 
other  parties of this suit. These disclosures 
generally must be made no later than 30 days 
after you file your answer  with the clerk. 
Find out more at TexasLawHelp.org. 
Witness, Joanna Staton, District Clerk of 
Bell County, Texas. 
Issued and given under my hand and the seal 
of said Court at office in Belton, Texas, on 
June 22, 2026. 
Joanna Staton District Clerk Bell County, 
Texas, 1201 Huey Road ,P.O. Box 
909, Belton, Texas 76513 
By: M Cortez  , Deputy Clerk 
06.25

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS AGAINST

THE ESTATE OF KENNETH WAYNE 
JENNINGS, DECEASED

NOTICE is hereby given that original 
Letters of Testamentary were issued on 
June 16, 2026, in a proceeding styled Estate 
of Kenneth Wayne Jennings, Deceased, in 
Cause Number 26CPB00308, pending in the 
County Court At Law #1 of Bell County, 
Texas. 
Claims may be presented in care of the 
attorney for the Independent Executor, 
addressed as follows: 
Edward William Cavanaugh Independent 
Executor of the Estate of Kenneth Wayne 
Jennings, Deceased 
c/o Burk Roberts, Roberts & Roberts, 
L.L.P., 2501 East Elms Rd., Ste. A, Killeen, 
Texas 76542-3023 
All persons having claims against this estate, 
which is currently being administered, are 
required to present them within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by law. 
Signed on June 17, 2026. 
Roberts & Roberts, L.L.P., Attorneys for 

Edward William Cavanaugh 
By: Burk Roberts 
06.25

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS AGAINST

THE ESTATE OF THOMAS LELAND 
JACKSON, DECEASED

NOTICE is hereby given that original 
Letters of Testamentary were issued on 
June 16, 2026 in a proceeding styled Estate 
of Thomas Leland Jackson, Deceased, in 
Cause Number 26CPB00225, pending in the 
County Court At Law #1 of Bell County, 
Texas. 
Claims may be presented in care of the 
attorney for the Independent Executor, 
addressed 
as follows: Robert Lee Jackson Independent 
Executor of the Estate of Thomas Leland 
Jackson, Deceased 
c/o Burk Roberts, Roberts & Roberts, 
L.L.P. 2501 East Elms Rd., Ste. A, Killeen, 
Texas 76542-3023 
All persons having claims against this estate, 
which is currently being administered, are 
required to present them within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by law. 
Signed on June 18, 2026. 
Roberts & Roberts. L.L.P., Attorneys for 
Robert Lee Jackson 
By: Burk Roberts 
06.25

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of MACK 
ROBERT HICKMAN, Deceased, were 
issued on June 16, 2026, in Cause No. 
26CPB00276, pending in the County Court-
At-Law No: 1, Bell County, Texas, to: 
JANICE LYNN HICKMAN.
 All persons having claims against this 
Estate which is currently being adminis-
tered are required to present them to the 
undersigned within the time and in the man-
ner prescribed by law. c/o: JANICE LYNN 
HICKMAN 12242 Moffat Rd. Temple, Texas 
76502
 SIGNED on June 22, 2026.
 /s/James O. Cure, James O. Cure Attorney 
for JANICE LYNN HICKMAN, State Bar 
No.: 05252800, 2584 Blue Meadow Dr. 
Temple,, TX 76502, Telephone: (254) 778-
8934, Facsimile: (254) 773-2477 , Email: 
jocure@cureandfrancis.net
06.25

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLE IS BEING 
STORED

AT KILLEEN TOWING & RECOVERY
12197 State Hwy 195 Killeen, TX 76542, 
254-526-3856,VSF0651623, http://www.tdlr.
texas.gov,1998 Heartland Rig Black charges 
are $965.11
If the vehicle is not claimed 30 days after 
the date this notice is published gives this 
vehicle storage facility the right to dispose 
of the vehicle. Additionally, failure to claim 
the vehicle is a waiver of all right, title, or 
interest in the vehicle and personal property 
and a consent to sell the
vehicle at a public sale.
06.25

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
of Independent Administration for the Estate 
of JAMES HUDSON BRALLEY, Deceased, 
were issued to James D. Bralley on June 2, 
2026, in Cause No. 26CPB00162, pending 
in the County Court at Law Number 1 of 
Bell County, Texas. Claims should be deliv-
ered to the Independent Executor’s attorney 
at the following address: c/o Max Tenney, 
Thaler Law, 40201 Industrial Park Cir., 
Georgetown, TX 78626. All persons having 
claims against this Estate which is currently 
being administered are required to present 
them within the time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
 DATED June 18, 2026 
Max Tenney Attorney for Independent 
Administrator THALER LAW Telephone: 
(512) 675-4770 Facsimile: (512) 532-0902 
06.25

LEGALS

EMPLOYMENT LEGALSLEGALS
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Special to the Journal 

The 23rd Annual 
H-E-B Challenge blood 
drive takes place through 
July 19. 

In partnership with 
Carter BloodCare, the 
multi-city event challeng-
es H-E-B team members 
and the public to donate 
blood for local patients in 
need of transfusions.

Employees of par-
ticipating H-E-B stores 
will compete to recruit 
donors, with trophies and 
bragging rights for teams 
with the most units col-
lected.

This year’s blood 
drive occurs at H-E-B 
locations in Bellmead, 
Belton, Burleson, Cle-
burne, Copperas Cove, 
Corsicana, Crockett, 
Ennis, Frisco, Gates-
ville, Granbury, Harker 
Heights, Killeen, Mans-
field, Marlin, McKinney, 
Melissa, Mexia, Plano, 
Stephenville, Temple, 
Waco, Waxahachie and 
Weatherford.

Carter BloodCare of-
ficials say there is a vital 
need for type O donors. 
Universal type O nega-
tive can support any pa-
tient and is the only blood 

type used to treat prema-
ture and unborn babies. 
The most common blood 
type – O positive – is 

used in emergency situ-
ations such as traumatic 
bleeding.

Healthy individuals 

are eligible to donate at 
age 16 with parental con-
sent; those 17 and older 
can donate on their own. 
Each donor must weigh at 
least 110 pounds and feel 
well on the day of dona-
tion.

It takes about one 
hour only to donate blood 
that can help at least three 
patients. 

As a thank-you, Cart-
er BloodCare donors also 
receive various apprecia-
tion items.

Participating in this 
year’s H-E-B Challenge 
helps children fighting 
cancer, people hurt in car 

wrecks, new moms, burn 
patients, organ transplant 
recipients, older adults 
with age-related health 
issues, and many others.

For dates and loca-
tions, and to pick a con-
venient donation time, 
visit CarterBloodCare.
org.

2026 H-E-B Challenge blood 
drive held through July 19
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EDITORIALEDITORIAL
Tired of giving?

More and more, we hear about people needing a fi-
nancial hand with something, for various reasons. Unem-
ployment, cancer or other sickness, fire or flood, you name 
it. With the world ever-expanding via the digital world, 
you can find someone asking for a handout at every turn. 
TV, newspaper, radio, Internet, it’s all there, all the time. 

Years ago, we took our kids to Washington, D.C. for 
a family trip, and we did quite a bit of walking throughout 
our nation’s capital. Just a few blocks means an entirely 
different thing than it does in Copperas Cove, or even Aus-
tin. 

What surprised them was the number of panhandlers. 
In the Metro station, on street corners, along the sidewalks. 
They’d see us from where they sat, and if you made eye 
contact, they’d rattle their can. Sure, they had change in 
the cans to make a bit of noise and catch passersby’s atten-
tion, but I’m sure they preferred the dollars. 

For me at least, it was hard to walk by and not give 

each of them a little something, but I did it. There were so 
many, far more than I ever remembered from visiting D.C. 
when I was a kid, or even in college. 

After a while, I managed to ignore the can rattling, 
even as my heart said, “That’s somebody’s father, or 
brother, or son, or daughter, or...If it was my kid...” 

After a while, it does get a bit old, doesn’t it, with 
one cause after another of someone asking for something, 
especially money? We start ignoring the sound of the can 
rattling, so to speak. There’s something called compassion 
fatigue, but in this case, maybe our compassion gets a bit 
worn out. Another need, another call for money. Always 
another tragedy. 

But, that’s life, isn’t it? We do live in a world where 
there are great needs. There are people who are sick, and 
their energy, along with their family’s energy, is focused 
on getting well again in the face of incredible medical 
costs, not all covered by insurance. Houses burn down. 

Businesses fail. 
Recent events remind us that most of us have it pretty 

comfortable. Our needs are met. We have a roof over our 
heads and we’re pretty sure we’re going to eat tonight, and 
the next morning, and the day after that. We know we have 
electricity and running water. We have transportation. Or, 
if we don’t have a vehicle, we have transportation to get us 
around for a $2 a ride, door to door. 

But we are also reminded, and should remind our-
selves, of the great needs surrounding us. It does get tiring. 
Yet when we all shoulder a bit of the load together, we can 
carry it. Even if it’s small, little things add up. 

This year, we ought to give when and where we can. 
Don’t give blindly because not every cause is necessarily 
a true cause, but everyone’s little bit can add up to a lot.

“Very few burdens are heavy if everyone lifts” 
– an Amish proverb

Shop the Insanity • Darren Blair
Thanks to the modern magic we call 

the internet, I have been able to speak 
with a great many people from all over 
the world. As bizarre as it might seem, one 
of the things I’m most commonly asked 
about in regards to the United States is our 
cheese situation. No, I’m not joking. 

So for those of you who hail from out-
side of the United States and happen to be 
reading this, allow me to explain. 

To begin with, the canned “spray tube” 
– style cheese you might have seen is more 
novelty item than serious foodstuff. Even 
our own pop culture sometimes mocks it. 
Therefore, let’s set that aside for right now. 

As far as American cheese goes, you 
can actually thank the UK for that, as by 
the 1790s American-made Cheddar-style 
cheeses were being imported to the UK. 
The cheese itself is a processed cheese that 
has been mixed with sodium citrate. The 

cheese and sodium citrate mixture is then 
melted together to ensure a single consis-
tency, at which point it’s subjected to the 
Pasteurization process on top of this first 
heating process. This results in a cheese 
that easily melts, has a mild flavor, pairs 
well with just about everything, has no af-
tertaste under normal circumstances, and is 
readily affordable. It is, in essence, a very 
working-class cheese. 

However, that’s not the only cheese to 
hail from the United States. 

For starters, we have Colby, which 
hails from the city of Colby, Wisconsin. 
Colby is produced through a variation on 
the process used to create Cheddar-style 
cheeses, meaning that while it is still what 
would be considered a “hard” cheese it’s 
a bit softer and moister than a regular 
Cheddar. Colby is quite commonly sliced 
for use in sandwiches, but you’ll also see 

it shredded or cubed for use in salads and 
you might even see people just snack on 
it as-is. US law states that this is one of a 
handful of cheeses from which American 
cheese can be derived.

Or of course there’s Monterrey Jack, 
native of Monterrey, California. It’s a 
white cheese which owes its existence in 
large part to the influence of Franciscan 
monks, and somewhat hard but not so hard 
as Colby. It melts almost as well as Ameri-
can cheese, yet its mild flavor is unique 
compared to most other cheeses. Due to its 
composition, history, and origin, it’s com-
monly used with burritos, quesadillas, and 
other items that in the United States are 
seen as traditionally “Mexican” cuisine. 
Variations on Monterrey Jack include Pep-
per Jack, where dried bits of peppers have 
been added into the cheese for a bit of ex-
tra kick, and Colby Jack, where Monterrey 

Jack and Colby have been blended to have 
the former’s low melting point and latter’s 
flavor profile in the same product. 

Then there’s cream cheese, an inno-
vation on the Neufchatel cheese wherein 
cream is added. The end result is a cheese 
so soft that if made and stored properly it 
can be used as a spread. Typically, cream 
cheese is served atop the humble bagel, 
but one variation of the Philadelphia-style 
Cheese Steak sandwich uses a popular 
name-brand of cream cheese, and it’s also 
one of the key ingredients in cheesecake 
(yes, we make cake from cream cheese; 
you should try it).

There are a few other cheeses hail-
ing from the United States, but I think 
this proves the point: even if the cheese 
legally known as American cheese isn’t 
your thing, you’ll still have some options 
to dine on while you’re here.  

USA 101: Cheese

My Front Porch • Lynette Sowell

Randomness
Ever wonder why a wet rag absorbs more water than 

a dry rag? Probably some sort of kitchen witchcraft. The 
same thing with other wet stuff, like wet pavement and 
you slide in your car, wet fingertips and you can’t grip 
slippery things.

Have you ever been some place and time stood still? 
Like being in an elevator with other people, the door 
opens and a young lady steps in. Someone asks her when 
her baby is due, and everyone else knows she isn’t preg-
nant.

Remember when air conditioning on a car was an op-
tion? Glad those days are in the past.

Ever notice how we spend our weekends fertilizing 
and weeding our yards, watering them during dry sea-
sons, spending all that money so we can use a lawnmower 
to cut it off every Saturday?

Was the concept of “catch and release” fishing 
thought of by someone that wasn’t hungry?

What was the process of determining the best way to 
make it through a bear attack? Stand up and look big…
oops, I guess that only works with mountain lions. Make 
lots of noise and yell? Nope, not that good either. Grab 
her cub and hold it hostage? Well, that was a really bad 
idea. Curl up in a ball and pass out? Yep, works like a 

charm.
Who thought, “We can get on a mad horse and get 

bucked off without killing ourselves, let’s try that with a 
bull!”?

Is it ironic that a Masonic Lodge is in a metal build-
ing? I mean, I don’t know a lot about them, but it seems 
like a metal building would be a bit out of their specialty.

Thinking of the puffer fish: it is poisonous, but not all 
of it, just one of the innards. How did they figure that out? 
How many of your friends do you make sick before you 
determine which little part you had to remove?

Who invented the banjo? And why? “Hey, I have a 
great idea, let’s take something like a guitar and make it 
harder to play and sound worse, we can sell a ton of them 
to hillbillies....” (I kinda like good banjo music... for the 
record...)

What about the first American who went to England 
and ordered a muffin? I am sure they were surprised at 
how an English muffin tasted compared to the much bet-
ter version we have here: “Hey partner, this here ain’t no 
muffin, there ain’t no fruit or nuts or nothin’ in it at all...”

Can you imagine the ridicule the first person that 
shaved received? I mean, for thousands of years all men 
had beards, then someone invented a razor and used it to 

shave his beard off. I am sure his friends were initially 
shocked, then laughed at him and called him all sorts of 
sissy names. Then they probably wanted to use his new 
razor to shave their beards…all the time not realizing 
they were going to have to shave every morning for the 
rest of their lives.

How long after the first car rolled off Ford’s assem-
bly line did someone become a “used car salesman”? 
Did he invent the phrase: “It was owned by a little old 
lady that only drove it to church on Sundays...”?

How many iterations did the PBJ sandwich go 
through before landing on what we have now? “Pea-
nut butter and cornmeal, nope. Peanut butter and gruel, 
yeech... Let’s try something sweet like jelly... and we 
have a winner!”

What a stroke of genius that someone took a regular 
sized cake and made it smaller and easier to eat, like a 
cupcake! And just in case that wasn’t good enough they 
often come packaged in pairs, because one may not be 
enough.

How come when I get a song stuck in my head it is 
never one I like, always a song I dislike greatly? I mean, 
I could sing along with a favorite song all day. Yes, it 
may annoy the people around me but I would be happy.

Pleasant Ramblings • Mark Magnan

Today’s youth are smarter than I am. Well, maybe 
not smarter, but they sure know a lot more about comput-
ers than I do. They know more about technology of every 
kind. 

Not only that, but they just seem to be growing up 
too fast, don’t you think? They know more about the hard 
things of life, a lot sooner than they should. They wear 
make-up sooner, date sooner, and do all sorts of things 
much sooner than I did. Sometimes, I worry that kids 
don’t even know how to be kids anymore. It seems all they 
know how to do is talk or text on their phones or sit on the 
couch and play videogames.

But this week, those worries were washed away. 
The weather was gorgeous, and so after a long morn-

ing of standardized tests, I decided to take a couple of my 
classes outside. I told them it was a free day – but they 
didn’t know I had ulterior motives. Later on, I asked them 
to write about their free time. 

We took a few games, some sidewalk chalk, and . . . 
that’s pretty much it. No cell phones. No i-pods. 

I let them do whatever they wanted, within reason. I 
was curious about whether or not they’d find anything to 
do when they weren’t connected to the internet. So, with-
out further ado, here is the list of things seventh graders do 
when given a half hour of free time:

Play hopscotch.

Play Mancala
Work puzzles.
Write stories.
Do sit-ups.
Race: boy vs. boy.
Race: girl vs. girl.
Race: girl vs. boy. (The girl won.)
Talk
Sit and think.
Sit and stare.
Just sit.
Write a new rap song.
Have a break-dancing competition.
Play Duck-duck-goose.
Take their shoes off so they can ruin their socks.
Play basketball.
Play cards.
Do the splits
Soak up some ‘rays. (Get a suntan.)
Do Michael Jackson impersonations.
Play air tambourine.
Play air guitar.
Sing, “If You’re Happy and You Know It”.
Play Patty-cake.
Laugh a lot.
Play Hangman.

Draw.
Show their teacher how to do “The Jerk”.
See who can put their feet behind their heads.
Do push-ups.
Do backwards push-ups.
Crab walk.
Call each other silly names.
Play checkers.
Fix each other’s hair.
Do flips.
Practice cheerleading.
 
And the list goes on and on. I was pleasantly sur-

prised. After all the bad things I hear about the next gen-
eration, it was nice to see that all hope isn’t lost. Kids still 
know how to be kids. As much as things have changed, I 
guess things haven’t really changed that much, after all. 

Tonight, I plan to set aside some free time of my own. 
No television, no computers or cell phones. Maybe I’ll 
read a book.

Or maybe I’ll practice that new dance move they 
taught me . . .

“What has been will be again, what has been done 
will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun,” 
Ecclesiastes 1:9.

Free Time
Coffee Talk • Renae Brumbaugh Green
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Activities & EventsActivities & EventsLoc
al

TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting 
the Take Me Home Program, aimed at helping individuals who need spe-
cial assistance to return safely home after getting lost. The program is a 
database with photos and personal information to help police officers 
find someone who is lost or wandered away from home. Take Me Home 
is designed for individuals who may need additional aid 
including those with Dementia, Autism or specific men-
tal health needs. It’s free to register someone and the 
data is kept confidential to first responders. You can 
sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/take-
mehome.  Read more about the program here: https://
www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.php.

Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating 
suicide, press option 1 for assistance with military/veteran population. 

Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak 
due to home invasion, abduction or domestic violence or physically 
incapable. Providing location, city name and nature of the emergency 
in the first message is imperative. For further education on this service, 
don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 

Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. 
Contact the Belton Police Dept. to join.

Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance 
police and community partnerships. Apply online to be a part of this 
exciting program.

Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize 
scams and stop scammers from stealing your money and personal infor-
mation. Share the information with your loved ones & Slam the Scam! 
Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips. 

Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home 
& Bereavement Center, 4235 E. US HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers discuss and help 
each other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

Bell County Master Gardener - June 25
Join us for our seminar at the SMART Museum on “Herbs” by 
Master Gardener Stephanie Preciado. Learn about the beauty 
and benefits of these plants and how to care for them. June 
25th, Thursday, 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Free to public, email bell-
countymastergardeners@gmail.comto register.

Belton 4th of July Celebration - June 27 to July 4
Celebrate America’s 250th, starting with the Downtown Street 
Party on June 27, PRCA Rodeo July second through the fourth, 
the historic parade and fireworks on the Fourth of July. Visit 
beltonchamber.com for the full schedule.

1976 Class Reunion - June 27
Join your classmates on June 27, 2026, 6:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
at The singing Coyote Farm, 6841 West FM 436, Belton for an 
evening of Fun, Fellowship, and Fireworks. 

Temple’s Health & Wellness Expo - June 27
Temple’s Health & Wellness Expo is bringing a fresh new 
approach to health, wellness, and community connection on 
Saturday, June 27, from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the Frank W. 
Mayborn Civic & Convention Center. 

America’s 250th Birthdayay Party, MPR - July 3
Bring the family for a morning of patriotic fun as Morgan’s 
Point Resort celebrates America’s 250th birthday! The event 
begins with a 10:00 a.m. ceremony at the City Hall flagpole, 
Morgan’s Point Resort City Hall, 8 Morgan’s Point Blvd., Mor-
gan’s Point Resort. Followed by outdoor games, birthday cake, 
and a Glow Room Party inside the Library. Additional activities 
may be added as the date approaches. All are welcome.

Bell County Master Gardeners- July 18
Join us for Propagation: Seed Collecting, Saving and Planting. 
Master Gardener Dave Slaughter will present sexual reproduc-
tion in the garden. He will help us develop the skills to properly 
harvest, handle, store and then test your seeds. Learn to plant 
using the correct temperature to maximize the seed starting pro-
cess. July 18th, Thursday, 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., at Bell County 
Extension Office- Learning Center, 1605 N. Main Street. No 
registration needed.

Temple-Belton Ladies Lion Club Meeting Second and Fourth 
Monday of every month at 6:30 pm at the Belton V.F.W., 2311 
S. Pearl St., Belton.

Bell Area Parkinson’s Support group (BAPS-North) meets 
at CTCOG, 2180 N. Main St, Belton on the 2nd and 4th Fridays 
from 2:30-4:00 PM every month. All are welcome, and there is 
no membership cost. The Bell Area Parkinson’s Support group 
(BAPS-West) meets at St. Andrews United Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall, 206 W Fowler Ave, Killeen on the 1st and 3rd 
Fridays from 2:30-4:00 PM every month. For more information 
contact Gayle Shull at GayleInBelton@gmail.com or (254) 
718-4197.

Marine Corp League will meet the third Tuesday of each mont 
at VFW 3859. Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. and metting will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. 201 VFW Dr, Harker heights, Tx 76548. 
Email commandant@mcl1249tx.comfor more inforamtion.

Aspen Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteers Needed Listed 
here are many ways you can help make a difference for our hos-
pice patients. You can provide companionship, listen to music, 
read, reminisce, play games, cards, checkers, paint nails, apply 
makeup, curl hair or take them on walks. Please visit aspen-
healthcare.net or call 512-856-5668 for more information.

Young’s Daughters Funeral Home Dementia/Alzheimer’s 
Caregiver Support Group occurs weekly on Fridays from 6-7 
p.m. This group allows your loved ones to join. Loved ones will 
be doing activities while the group of caregivers are joining 
together to better understand and learn tips and tricks for daily 
life. Young’s Daughters Funeral and Bereavement Center is 
located at 4235 East Hwy 190 in Temple.

Bell County Historical Commission holds their meetings on 
the fourth Monday of every month at 6 p.m. in the historical 
Bell County Court House, 101 E. Central Ave in Belton. Join 
us in our vision of preserving and promoting Bell County’s 
rich historical heritage for current and future generations. We 
are dedicated to initiating and conducting programs that pre-
serve and celebrate the county’s historic cultural resources in 
alignment with state laws governing historical preservation in 
Texas. Our community resources consist of a research room, 
book repository, cemetery information, historical markers and 
monument records. Our services include information on his-
toric preservation, educational programming, history commu-
nity outreach and partnerships. We welcome you to join other 
history minded folks and get involved by serving on one of our 
committees that consist of preservation, cemetery, markers and 
education. To volunteer or for more information  please visit 
historicalcommission@bellcounty.texas.gov, call 254-933-5917 
or visit the office located in the historic Bell County Court-
house, 101 E. Central Ave., RM 117.

The Bell County Genealogical Society meets the fourth Satur-
day of each month. The group offers free Genealogy Guidance. 
Members of the Bell County Genealogical Society will be pres-
ent to help those with questions about researching their family 

Community InformationCommunity Information

"To join or for more information, please call: 
Mary Pringle (760)265-5035 or 
email at: pringlem@msn.com

Visit the website: www.bellcountynewcomers.com."

Newcomers Club Activities trees. General meetings are held in the Bell County Museum, 201 North Main 
St., Belton, TX. All meetings are open to the public. You do not have to be from 
Bell County or have ancestors from Bell County to participate. For additional 
information please visit our website at https://txbcgs.org/home/events/

Pistons on the Creek will meet every third Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
Come down to Nolan Creek and show off your rides. From classic to modern, 
muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automotive enthusiasts are welcome. Support our 
awesome downtown businesses and restaurants surrounded by live music, food, 
drinks and a great atmosphere.

Bell Fine Arts Visitors welcome Wednesday’s from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 306 E 
5th Ave in Belton. If you have a desire to meet, learn, and work together with 
those of similiar interests or just curious, come visit with us and see what we are 
about. Mah Jong games are available every Monday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Come 
join the fun and meet new folks. For more information text Jeanne at 409-313-
0611 or just come by.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. on Wednesdays at the Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in 
Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in crochet. All skill levels are 
welcome. For information email Betty Reichert at bettyreichert@yahoo.com or 
Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.com. Anyone interested in join-
ing the local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America will also need to join the 
National Crochet Guild of America. Visit www.crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the 
third Saturday of each month at 10 a.m. in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N 
Main in Belton. Join us to hear from local and state candidates and about im-
portant issues and events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 
10-month program focuses on three key elements: community awareness train-
ing, leadership training, and team building. Do you have someone ready to take 
the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to make that 
difference. For more information on how to participate, contact the chamber at 
254-939-3551 or e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

Engage & Empower with BISD Belton ISD believes the learning experiences 
of our students are enhanced through the engagement of our community. We in-
vite parents and community members to get involved in our schools. Register as 
a volunteer with our new volunteer and partnership system at the following link: 
https://beltonisd.ezcommunicator.net/edu/beltonisd/login_form.aspx?app=0.

STAY CONNECTED: STAY INFORMED

GOT A LOCAL EVENT, CHURCH GATHERING, OR MEETING?
TELL US AND KEEP EVERYONE IN THE LOOP.

EMAIL DETAILS TO:
NEWS@BELTONJOURNAL.COM

OR CALL (254) 939-5754

IF WANT TO SPONSOR THIS PAGE 
EMAIL: DAVID@BELTONJOURNAL.COM

June
06/25: Mexican Train Dominoes
06/26: Fun Lunch

06/27: Jimmy’s Egg
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Local lenders. Familiar faces.
Get full-service banking from a team with over 110 years of combined Central Texas experience.

Visit us in Belton, Salado, and Holland. And keep an eye out for
our brand-new downtown Temple branch opening soon. 

Faron Phinney 
EVP Bell County

Rodney Morales 
SVP Commercial Lending

Ashley Marshall 
VP Commercial Lending

Matthew Calhoun
VP Commercial Lending

Call us today to reach over 12,000 readers 
from Temple to Lampasas, Cove to Hamilton!

254-939-5754 • ads@beltonjournal.com 
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