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Lowe’s celebrates Belton students entering the trades
By Daniel Moctezuma 
The Belton Journal 

Ten Belton High School se-
niors were celebrated last Tues-
day morning as they walked the 
Lowe’s Foundation “blue carpet” 
and signed letters of intent to be-
gin careers in the skilled trades. 

The event was part of Skills- 
USA’s National Signing Day, 
hosted locally by the Temple 
Lowe’s store. Each student is en-
tering a field such as electrical 
technology or construction, pro-
fessions currently in high demand 
across Texas. 

“We want students to know 
this is something to be proud of,” 

said Temple Lowe’s Store Man-
ager Alex Sisk. “Trades aren’t 
always highlighted like sports or 
college decisions, but they should 
be. These careers build our com-
munities.” 

Belton senior Tyler Cook 
said he first became interested in 
electrical work after taking a con-
struction class. 

“We started doing electri-
cal one day, and I found it really 
fun,” Cook said. “It was interest-
ing to see how everyday things 
like switches and lights work and 
actually get them working your-

Special to the Journal 

Education Service Center Region 12 honored the work 
of bilingual and ESL educators from around Region 12 dur-
ing the third annual Bilingual/ESL Support Awards Cer-
emony on May 12. 

Award categories included parent engagement, ambas-
sadors for content-based language instruction, paraprofes-
sional recognition, bilingual/ESL teachers of the year, bilin-
gual/ESL leaders of the year and more.   

Claudia Carrillo, Belton ISD, was recognized along 
with Mireya Villasensor, Hillsboro ISD, as Paraprofession-
als of the Year.

The lineup of 2025 BESA winners also included:
Community Partner Award: 
Dr. Tracey Jones, Baylor University
ESC Collaborator Award: 
Kari Kenobbie-Espin and Lindsay Olsen, ESC 
Region 12
Parent, Family and Community Engagement  		

       School Leader of the Year: 
Patricia Roberts, Hillsboro ISD
Parent, Family and Community Engagement - Parent     	

       Award: Laura Angélica Peña and Oscar Nicolás Peña 

By Daniel Moctezuma
 The Belton Journal 

Cyclists from across Texas ar-
rived at the Harris Community Cen-
ter on Saturday morning for the 2025 
Belton Lions Club Stampede on the 
Chisholm Trail Bike Ride, an annual 
fundraiser that winds through the 
Bell County countryside. 

The event began with a 7:30 
a.m. ceremony featuring remarks 
from local leaders, a prayer, and the 
national anthem performed by the 
Belton High School Madrigal Choir. 
The Belton High JROTC presented 
the colors before the ride officially 
started at 8 a.m. 

John Corsi, Lions Club member 
and event announcer, reminded rid-
ers that although the event wasn’t 
timed, it was part of the club’s larger 
fundraising efforts. 

“This is one of the annual fun-
draisers by the Belton Lions Club 
supporting community programs 
and our partnership with the City 
of Belton for Heritage Park,” Corsi 
said. 

Participants could choose be-
tween four route distances, 12, 30, 
55, or 62 miles. Rest stops along 
each route offered snacks, pickle 
juice, Gatorade, and shaded areas. 

Karen Stagner, one of the event 
organizers, said improvements were 
made this year based on rider feed-
back from 2024. 

“We added canopy shade to 
each rest stop, increased signage, 
provided peanut butter sandwiches, 
and even relocated a stop to avoid 
gravel,” she said. 

Sherry Ayres, a first-time par-
ticipant, said the event’s focus con-
nected with her past work. 

“When I realized it was for spe-
cial needs, which is what I used to 
teach, I couldn’t resist,” Ayres said. 
“I was a transition teacher for many 
years, and a lot of the funding goes 
to things I stood for.” 

James Powell returned for a sec-
ond year and said his main reason 
for participating was to support local 
children. 

“I did the 30-mile last year,” 
Powell said. “Today I’m doing the 

short ride, but it’s all to help raise 
money for the kids.” 

After finishing the ride, par-
ticipants were treated to hot dogs 
prepared by trainees from Eldred’s 
Nursery Foundation and sno-cones 
served by BISD Delta Program stu-
dents. The snow cone machine was 
donated by King of the Mountain 
Cyclery, the ride’s official bike shop. 

Sergeant Major Matthew Con-
rad, Belton High School’s Marine 
Corps JROTC instructor, said the 
event offered a valuable experience 
for his cadets. 

“They had a chance to per-
form for the community,” he said. 
“Watching them present the colors 
and carry themselves professionally, 
it was really exciting to see.” 

Proceeds from the event support 
Lions Club programs such as schol-
arships for Belton High seniors, 
eye exams and glasses for BISD 
students, holiday meals for special 
needs families, and ongoing support 
for the Lions Playground at Heritage 
Park. 

Annual Stampede 
raises funds 
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Metro Creative

Gardening is a rewarding activity that 
has been found to provide a host of bene-
fits beyond ensuring readily available ac-
cess to fresh fruits, vegetables and awe-in-
spiring blooms. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says many gardening tasks 
qualify as light to moderate exercise, 
which means raking the leaves and cut-
ting the grass can be just as beneficial as 
cardiovascular activities like brisk walk-
ing or jogging. In addition, a 2017 study 
published in the journal Preventive Med-
icine Reports found that gardening can 
help aging men and women offset age-re-
lated weight gain. And the health benefits 
of gardening go beyond the physical. In 
2014, a systematic review of randomized 
controlled trials published in Complemen-
tary Therapies in Medicine concluded that 

horticultural therapy may be an effective 
treatment for people with dementia.

Gardeners have a host of tools at 
their disposal to help turn their lawns and 
gardens into awe-inspiring landscapes. 
Among those options are ergonomic tools. 
Ergonomic tools can benefit gardeners of 
all ages, but they may prove especially 
valuable for aging men and women.

How ergonomic tools differ from 
traditional gardening tools

Ergonomic gardening tools are de-
signed to ensure that using them has as 
little effect on the body as possible. Er-
gonomic tools align with how a person 
naturally moves his or her body, which 
can reduce the likelihood that gardeners 
will suffer any strains or sprains while 
gardening or experience any aches and 
pains after a day spent tending to their 
landscapes.

Choosing the right tools

The West Virginia University Center 
for Excellence in Disabilities notes that 
gardeners will know they have chosen 
the right ergonomic gardening tool for 
the job when they do not have to adapt 
the tool. Ergonomic tools should match 
gardeners’ heights, fit their grip and feel 
comfortable when in use.

Specific benefits of ergonomic 
tools

Ergonomic gardening tools are de-
signed in a way that can reduce stress on 
the body while performing various tasks.
Gardeners know that aches and pains can 
add up after a day spent kneeling in the 
garden, raking soil and carrying supplies
from a shed or garage around the prop-
erty. But the WVUCED notes that er-
gonomic tools do more than just reduce 
gardeners’ risk of injury.

• Ergonomic tools increase efficien-
cy. Wasted motions are less likely when 

using ergonomic tools. That can im-
prove efficiency in the garden, allowing 
gardeners to get more done in the same 
amount of time. And because ergonom-
ic tools are designed to work with the 
body, gardeners likely won’t need to take 
breaks due to aches and pains, which also 
makes it easier to be more efficient when 
working in the garden.

• Ergonomic tools increase garden-
ers’ capabilities. The WVUCED notes that 
principles behind ergonomics keep gar-
deners using the tools in natural positions. 
That means gardeners won’t lose power 
to bending and twisting, enabling them 
to do more in the garden than they might 
be able to do when using non-ergonomic
tools.

Gardening is a rewarding and bene-
ficial activity. The right ergonomic tools 
for the job can enhance those benefits and
make gardening even more enjoyable.

How ergonomic tools can help gardeners
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Belton ISD bilingual 
paraprofessional 

recognized at third 
annual BESA Ceremony

See BESA, 
Page A2
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Belton students pose with BISD staff and Superintendent Dr. Ma-
linda Golden
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Cyclists line up at the start of the 2025 Stampede on the Chisholm Trail Bike Ride at Heritage Park in Belton 
on Saturday morning. 

 (254) 771-1303
Templewrecker.com

See LOWE’S, 
Page A3

Courtesy Photo 
Claudia Carillo is recognized as one of the bilin-
gual paraprofessionals of the year from Region 
12 during the third annual Bilingual/ESL Support 
Awards Ceremony on May 12. 

Brandon Bozon

BISD board of trustees appoints new at-large member
By Lynette Sowell 
The Belton Journal 

On Monday night, the Belton Indepen-
dent School District Board of Trustees vot-
ed unanimously to appoint Brandon Bozon 
to the At-Large position, filling the vacan-
cy created by the resignation of long-time 
Trustee, Janet Leigh. 

“It is with sincere gratitude that we ac-
knowledge Janet’s eight years of dedicated 

and passionate service to our entire Belton 
ISD community. Her commitment has made 
a real difference, and while we understand 
her decision to focus on family, we will cer-
tainly miss her contributions,” said Manuel 
Alcozer, board president, in a media release. 

“We are delighted to welcome Brandon 
Bozon to the Board. A proud 2005 graduate 
of Belton High School, his background as the 
Director of Finance for the City of Belton and 
as the Vice President of Administrative Ser-

vices and Chief Financial Officer for Temple 
College will be invaluable as we navigate the 
complexities of leading our district. 

“Mr. Bozon will serve for the remainder 
of Mrs. Leigh’s term, which concludes in 
May 2026, at which point the At-Large posi-
tion will be part of the regular trustee elec-
tion. 

See APPOINTS, 
Page A8
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Submission guidelines for The Belton Journal and 
related properties:

Any image, story or other unsolicited information 
sent to The Belton Journal is considered a community-
contributed submission of material and falls under 
these guidelines.

• You retain ownership of any submission that is 
your original work. Submissions sent from third par-
ties should only be by permission of the organization 
or individual who owns it, who also must agree to this 

submission policy.
• You understand that submissions may or may not 

appear in the Belton Journal and its related forms of 
publication, now or in the future.

• By contributing a submission, you are granting to 
the Belton Journal unrestricted, non-exclusive right to 
use it now and in the future. This includes modifying 
the original submission to fit print requirements.

• Submissions used become a permanent part of 
the Belton Journal and its product offerings. By virtue 

of appearance on the Belton Journal Web site, submis-
sions may also become a permanent part of search 
engine caching libraries (such as google.com) and 
online archiving organizations (such as archive.org).

• Submissions not immediately used become a per-
manent part of the Belton Journal’s library, with rights 
for possible future use.

• By contributing any submission, you are indicat-
ing you have read and understood this policy and 
agree to its terms.

SUBMISSION DEADLINES:
To be considered for inclusion in the Belton 

Journal, all submissions must be received by 5:00 p.m. 
on Monday of the week in question. 

Opinions expressed (including Letters to the 
Editor) are those of the authors and do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinions held by the Belton Journal’s 
management, staff or advertisers. Letters to the Editor 
should not exceed more than 350 words. Contact us at 
(254) 939-5754.
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Happy Mother’s Day

Creekside trash keeps city crews busy

Castellón, Killeen ISD
Content-Based Language Instruction 
Ambassadors: Hamilton ISD, Rice ISD and 		

        Killeen ISD
Content-Based Language Instruction Implementor of the     	

          Year: 
Wendy Lewis, Killeen ISD
The Open Road to Language: 
McDade ISD
Elementary ESL Teacher of the Year: 
Shelly Burns, Mexia ISD
Junior High ESL Teacher of the Year: 
Alfonso Weems, Marlin ISD
High School ESL Teacher of the Year: 
Tiffany Yoder, La Vega ISD
New ESL Teacher of the Year: 
Jennifer Clark, Salado ISD
Content-Based Language Instruction Teacher of the 		

        Year: 
Janna Whitehead, Hamilton ISD
Dual Language Teacher of the Year: 
Beatriz Molina, Killeen ISD
Bilingual Team of the Year: 
Copperas Cove Dual Language
Data Diver: 
Hamilton ISD
District Leader of the Year: 
Erika Rains, Temple ISD
Leadership Team of the Year: 
 Deena Cornblum, Carmen Diaz Perez, 		          	

         Cathleen Rooney and Milissa Johnson Waco ISD -

BESA-  From Page A1

By David Stone 
The Belton Journal 

Belton’s creekside 
parks are typically immacu-
late, a testament to the city’s 
efforts to eliminate trash 
from its popular gathering 
spots, but after heavy rains, 
a deluge of debris often 
finds its way to Nolan Creek 
and its banks.

“It happens every time 
it floods and the creek rises 
several feet,” said James 
Grant, director of Belton’s 
Parks & Recreation De-
partment. “An inch or two 
of rain in Killeen can raise 
the creek two or three feet 
here.”

“Trash and debris flows 
from upstream drainage 
ditches,” he said. “When the 

water recedes, it leaves piles 
on creek banks.”

Paul Romer, Belton’s 
director of communications, 
agreed.

“The trash can be found 
up and down Nolan Creek, 
but it is much more notice-
able in areas where the grass 
is manicured,” Romer said. 
“It’s easier to spot when the 
grass is green and cut.”

Grant said the city has 
a process to clean up the 
creekside parks. A city staff 
member is assigned to each 
park, and it is their duty to 
keep the banks clear of trash 
and other debris that accu-
mulates.

“After a big rise in the 
creek level, it’s all hands 
on deck,” he said. “All park 
staff get involved in picking 

up trash and cutting brush.”
“We can’t get our 

equipment in the creek — 
you have to get a special 

permit to do that — but we 
can keep the banks clean,” 

Grant added. “It can be a 
constant struggle.”

“There’s not a lot we 
can do to remedy the situa-
tion. We just educate people 
to clean up after themselves. 
It’s important to keep curb-
side gutters clean — that 
helps.”

In addition to Nolan 
Creek, the city also keeps 
a mile stretch of the Leon 
River clear of trash and de-
bris inside Heritage Park. 
But, officials said, that’s 
much easier to do.

“The Leon doesn’t of-
ten flood like Nolan Creek,” 
Grant said. “The water 
levels in the river are con-
trolled by the spillway on 
Belton Dam. There isn’t as 
much trash and debris com-
ing down the river.”

Courtesy photo 
After recent rains and high waters, Nolan Creek flooded with debris which is then 
cleaned by city crews.

Bell County commissioners approve precinct splits ahead of election
Special to the Journal 

On Monday, April 21, the Bell County Commis-
sioners Court unanimously approved a measure to split 
seven existing election precincts in preparation for the 
upcoming fall election.

The decision was made to ensure continued com-
pliance with state law, which limits each precinct to a 
maximum of 5,000 registered voters. The total number 
of election precincts in Bell County will now increase 
to 72.

“Our office works diligently to ensure compliance 
with all state regulations,” said Dr. Desi Roberts, Bell 
County Elections Administrator. “Staying ahead of these 
requirements is a top priority for us.”

The need for additional precincts stems from a va-
riety of factors, including rapid population growth, an 
increase in voter registration, and ongoing residential 
development throughout the county.

“Bell County continues to experience steady 
growth, and with that comes a natural rise in the number 
of registered voters,” said County Judge David Black-

burn. “This change reflects the evolving needs of our 
community and ensures that we’re prepared for the elec-
tions ahead.”

Precinct 115: Split along the Belton ISD 
line following Adams (FM 2305)
Precinct 115: South; 1,872 registered voters
Precinct 120: North; 2,937 registered voters
Precinct 210: Split along Trimmier Creek
Precinct 210: South; 3,775 registered voters

See ELECTION, 
Page A5

By David Stone 
The Belton Journal

The Belton city coun-
cil canvassed the results of 
the May 3 election during 
Tuesday’s meeting, then re-
appointed David K Leigh as 
mayor and John R Holmes 
Sr as mayor pro-tem.

Since May 2022, Coun-
cil has appointed the mayor 
and mayor pro-tem, and each 
will serve a one-year term.

After canvassing and 
approving the votes from 
the election, City Attorney 
John Messer administered 
the Oath of Office to elect-
ed council members Dan-
iel Bucher, place 5; Luke 
Potts, place 6; and Stephanie 
O’Banion, place 7.

Some 885 Belton resi-
dents voted in the May 3 
election, but only 267 voted 

on Election Day. More than 
600 voted early in person, 
and 10 voted early by mail. 

The city has more than 
12,000 registered voters.

Following a public 
hearing, the city council ap-
proved an ordinance estab-
lishing a municipal court of 
record in the city of Belton. 

Council members 
named Steve Lee as the pre-
siding judge, Jasmine Janet 
Rios-Harding as associate 
judge and Maria G Garcia 
as assistant city attorney and 
municipal prosecutor.

Contracts were ap-
proved for all three effective 
Tuesday for two-year terms 
that end May 12, 2027. Con-
tracts can be terminated with 
90 days written notice.

To provide more ef-
ficient disposition of cases, 

city management recom-
mended converting the Bel-
ton Municipal Court into a 
Court of Record. According 
to Mike Rodgers, Belton’s 
director of finance, some 
benefits of becoming a Court 
of Record include:

It creates a more profes-
sional court environment;

It provides a better re-
cord of court proceedings; 
and

Cases can only be ap-
pealed due to procedural is-
sues.

Tuesday was also pay-
day for the city council mem-
bers, who received $1 for the 
year — May 2024 to May 
2025.

The council also heard 
an end-of-year report on 
the Belton Youth Advisory 
Commission. Several mem-

bers of the organization pre-
sented the report.

The Commission is 
composed of high school 
students in the Belton Inde-
pendent School District who 
advise the City Council on is-
sues affecting youth and the 
community. 

It’s a way for Belton 
youth to participate in the 
decision-making process and 
ensure their voices are heard. 

The Commission also 
organizes community ser-
vice events like One Com-
munity One Day. 

They also assisted in 
many other events such as 
Christmas on the Chisholm 
Trail, the Father Daughter 
Dance and the Mother’s Day 
Tea. They also help with 
events at the Belton Senior 
Activities Center.

Council makes 
election results official
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Obituaries
Alderete 

Isabel Raquel Alderete 
December 17, 1954 – 

May 3, 2025

Isabel Raquel Alderete, 70, lovingly known as Rachel, 
was born on December 17, 1954, in Temple, Texas. 
Rachel’s journey came to a peaceful end on Saturday, 
May 3, 2025, at a local hospital in Temple, surrounded 
by her cherished family.
In 1974 she was blessed to become a proud mother with 
her son, Adam Castillo. Rachel was not only a dedicated 
professional; she was a loving wife who married Edward 
Louis Alderete. A grandmother whose family was her 
pride and joy. She cherished every moment spent with 
her grandchildren and made it a priority to ensure that 
her family’s milestones were celebrated honorably. As a 
wonderful mother and mother figure, she was nurturing 
yet knew when to be firm, always putting the needs of 
others before her own.
Rachel dedicated her life to her career and her family. 
She began her professional journey as a phlebotomist 
at a local hospital, where she devoted several years 
to helping patients. Her most fulfilling commitment 
spanned eight years with Our Lady of Maternity Shelter, 
where her heart’s passion shone brightly. Rachel was 
deeply invested in empowering women, striving to help 
them discover their potential and achieve future success.
Rachel’s vibrant spirit was evident in her hobbies and 
interests. She loved being outdoors, gardening, and 
cooking, often spending countless hours tending to her 
garden and creating delicious meals for her loved ones. 
Her creativity flowed through her ceramic art, which she 
proudly made and sold at local market shows. Moreover, 
her loyalty to her favorite football team, the Texas 
Longhorns, was an endearing part of her character, as she 
enjoyed football date nights with her beloved husband.
Throughout her life, Rachel displayed resilience and 
a fervent work ethic, often taking on double shifts to 
provide for her family. Her years of honorable military 
service, having enlisted and served from 1980 to 1985, 
instilled in her many principles that will carry on through 
her son, Adam Castillo, as he continues to honor her 
legacy.
Rachel is survived by her beloved husband of 39 years, 
Edward Alderete; her son, Adam Castillo of Temple, 
Texas; and her brother; Moises Mares Jr. and wife Irene 
of California. She also leaves behind her grandchildren, 
Miranda Castillo, and two great-grandchildren, Mayson 
Miller and Kamden Miller.
Rachel was preceded in death by her parents, Moises 
Mares Sr. and Ysabel S. Mares, as well as her siblings, 
Victor Mares, Jesse Mares, and Mary Cruz.
A Rosary and a Celebration of Life will be held on 
Friday, May 16, 2025, at Young’s Daughters Funeral 
Home & Bereavement Center in Temple, Texas. The 

Rosary is scheduled to begin at 6:00 PM, followed by 
the Celebration of Life at 7:00 PM. Rachel’s body will 
be blessed before cremation, honoring the life she lived 
and the memories she created.
Her positive outlook and loving nature will be deeply 
missed, but her spirit will forever remain in the hearts of 
all who knew and loved her.
In lieu of flowers please consider making a memorial 
donation to the American Cancer society. 
A special thank you to Baylor Scott & White Hospital, 
Standards Home Health, and Our Lady Guadalupe 
Catholic Church where she was a lifetime member, for 
their compassion and support. 
Arrangements are under the direction of Sabrina Young 
at Young’s Daughters Funeral Home and Bereavement 
Center In Temple, Texas. 

Romer 
Thomas Lynn Romer 

July 10, 1954 – 
May 11,  2025 

Thomas Lynn Romer of Belton passed away on May 
11th, 2025, at his home in Belton at the age of 70.
Thomas was born on July 10th, 1954, in Anamosa, 
Iowa, to Lee and Marion Romer. 
 He grew up in Iowa and graduated from Oxford Junction 
High School in 1972.  He joined the U.S. Navy and 
served from 1972 to 1976, after which he returned to 
Dewitt, Iowa to work at DuPont Manufacturing until a 
total accumulation of 78 inches of snow in 1981 found 
him looking for his car in the snowbanks.  It was then he 
decided to move to Texas for the warmer climate.  He 
then attended Texas State Technical Institute in Waco, 
graduating with an Associate Degree in Airframe and 
Powerplant Technology, which led to a career as an 
aircraft mechanic.  Over the years, his career included 
working in various supervisory positions, Bluebonnet 
Girl Scout Camp Kachina as property manager, Bell 
County Harley-Davidson, Big T Cycle Repair, Camber 
Services and finally, RAM Aircraft Services, retiring 
in 2021.  Once he retired, he said “The reduced Job-
related stress is so welcomed!” He was a member of 
First Baptist Church, Temple.
Thomas was a die-hard Harley-Davidson lover!  He 
could identify any H-D part and what year, model 
and bike it fit.  He really enjoyed going to national 
antique motorcycle swap meets, finding “treasures” 
and chatting with everyone.  Thomas was a long-time 
member of the Antique Motorcycle Club of America.  
He was multi-talented and could repair almost 
anything.
In 1986, he married Annette and they first made their 
home in Academy, then later settled in Belton.  They 
shared 41 years together, camping, travelling, and 

lots of family time.  They raised her two children, 
Michael and Lesa Bruggman, and he couldn’t have 
been prouder to call them his.  Michael was killed in 
2018 in a workplace accident, and their world would 
never be the same.  Once grandkids came along, he 
became “Pop-Pop” and these kids became his pride 
and joy.  He loved spending time with them and taking 
vacations together.  They knew if there was something 
they wanted; all they had to do was let Pop-Pop know; 
they will deeply miss him.
Thomas is survived by his wife, Annette, daughters 
Lesa and son-in-law Matthew Rowell, and four 
grandchildren: Alan, Jarrett, Sadie and Samuel Rowell, 
all of Temple and Megan and son-in-law David Lee, 
and granddaughter, Kiera of Monticello, Iowa.
He was predeceased by his parents, his sisters, Diane 
Davis and Nancy Marx.
The family would like to extend their heartfelt 
gratitude to the professionals at Baylor Scott and 
White Medical Center- Temple who provided comfort 
and support during his final days.
In lieu of flowers donations can be made to First 
Baptist Church - Temple https://www.firsttemple.org/
give or a cancer organization of your choice.
Thomas requested no funeral service, but a visitation 
will be held, from 6-8pm on Friday, May 16th, 2025, 
at Dossman Funeral Home, Belton, Texas. 

PRAYER.

LOVE.

ACCEPTANCE.

GRACE.

Hewett-Arney Funeral Home
Serving families in our historic building since 1942

Did you Know...
Belton was � rst known as the town of Nolanville. In 1851, 

Nolanville was incorporated and the town name was changed to 
Belton. Fact from Texas State Historical Association.

100% Family Owned
(254) 778-3200

Phones answered 24/7

Direct Cremation Complete Funeral
$1600 $5510

Complete 
Includes Crematory fee

Includes 20ga
Steel Casket

Call and ask for pricing. By regulation funeral home must disclose pricing by phone.
14 W. Barton Ave. • Temple • www.HewettArney.com

Please don’t 
text & drive!

Lowe’s -  From Page A1
self.” 

He credited teach-
er Michael Carrillo for 
pushing him and other 
students to succeed. Cook 
will begin his apprentice-
ship with RK Bass Elec-
tric. 

Many of the students 
are headed to Texas State 
Technical College or en-
tering apprenticeships 
directly with employers. 
RK Bass Electric Vice 
President Andy Bass said 
the company has part-
nered with Belton ISD 
for over 15 years and 
hired more than 20 for-
mer students in the last 
two years. 

“These students are 
already employable in 
our community,” Bass 
said. “They’ve learned 
valuable skills. Now it’s 
time to get to work.” 

Sisk said Lowe’s has 
committed $50 million 
over five years through 
its foundation to support 
skilled trades education 
nationwide. Students at 
Tuesday’s event also re-
ceived toolkits and gift 
cards to support their 
start. 

SkillsUSA Region 4 
Vice President Jana Ka-
wasmi, a former Belton 
High student herself, said 
programs like this make a 

tangible impact. 
“SkillsUSA isn’t 

just about sponsorship,” 
she said. “It gives stu-
dents real opportunities 
to apply their skills in the 
workforce.” 

The event concluded 
with BISD leaders thank-
ing teachers, families, 
and industry partners. Su-
perintendent Dr. Malinda 
Golden reminded the au-
dience of the broader pur-
pose. 

“You’re entering a 
career of purpose and 
value,” she told the stu-
dents. “You’re showing 
all of us that Texas public 
schools don’t just prepare 

students for college, but 
for life.”
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Belton’s sales tax up by slim margin for month
By Lynette Sowell
The Belton Journal

The office of Texas State Comp-
troller Glenn Hegar’s office released 
its monthly sales tax revenue report for 
May, and the city of Belton is seeing an 
increase in sales tax revenue, albeit by a 
smaller percentage compared to previ-
ous months. 

This month, Belton will receive 
$870,096.44, up 1.91 percent compared 
to last May.

Overall for the calendar year 2025, 
the city of Belton continues to be strong, 
receiving 3.45 percent more in sales tax 
revenue than it did for 2024.

The May sales tax report is for sales 
made in March 2025 by businesses that 

report tax monthly, and quarterly filers 
who reported for January, February, and 
March 2025.

The city of Temple is receiving 
$3,423,955.23, up 3.89 percent com-
pared to May 2024.

Morgan’s Point Resort will receive 
$41,038.19, up 30.05 percent compared 
to last May. 

Troy will receive $95,542.83, up 
6.89 percent compared to last May. 

Over in Nolanville, sales tax rev-
enue is up 8.01 percent compared to 
last May, with Nolanville to receive 
$147,655.58. Nolanville’s sales tax rev-
enue is down 14.93 percent for 2025. 
Holland’s revenue check is $15,020.20 
this month, up 25.35 percent compared 
to May 2024.	

Salado sees an increase of 4.19 
percent this month and will receive 
$89,886.77.

Harker Heights sees an increase 
of 9.26 percent for May 2025 com-

pared to May 2024, and will receive 
$1,114,829.83. 

The city of Killeen’s sales tax reve-
nue is up 5.8 percent at $3,446,535.98, 
overall up 3.32 percent for 2025. 

May 2025 sales tax payments to area cities
Belton			   $870,096.44	 up 1.91%
Harker Heights		  $1,114,829.83	 up 9.26%
Holland			   $15,020.20 	 up 25.35%
Killeen			   $3,446,535.98 	 up 5.8%	
Morgan’s Point Resort	 $41,0a38.19	 up 30.05%
Nolanville			   $147,655.58	 up 8.01%
Salado			   $89,886.77	 up 4.19%
Temple			   $3,423,955.23	 up 3.89%
Troy			   $95,542.83	 up 6.98%
Percentages reflect a monthly increase or decrease compared to May 2024

UMHB Chemistry Department adds new equipment to enhance research
Special to the Journal 

In late April, the University of Mary 
Hardin-Baylor (UMHB), thanks to the 
generosity of the Robert A. Welch Founda-
tion of Houston, began the installation of 
two new state-of-the-art instruments in the 
Chemistry Department. The Near-Infrared 
and Raman Spectrophotometers, with a 
combined value exceeding $100,000, will 
significantly expand the university’s capac-
ity for chemical research.

“I am very grateful to the Robert A. 
Welch Foundation for their generosity in 
providing these remarkable instruments 
which offer great potential to expand our 
students’ capabilities for research,” said Dr. 
Ruth Ann Murphy, chemistry professor.

While most chemistry majors graduate 
with a satisfactory knowledge of infrared 
and nuclear magnetic resonance spectros-
copy, many do not have the opportunity to 
experience chemical research with Raman 
spectroscopy. This new, state-of-the-art 
Raman Spectrophotometer will allow stu-
dents to measure the concentrations of mi-
croplastics in beverages and natural waters 
for environmental studies, to identify sub-
stances present in medications for pharma-
ceutical studies, and to conduct theoretical 
investigations.

Similarly, the Near-Infrared (Near-
IR) Spectrophotometer will also benefit 
UMHB chemical research students. The 
Near-Infrared region (with wavelengths 
of 750 - 2500 nanometers) of the electro-
magnetic spectrum will now be accessible 
in the UMHB Chemistry Labs. Analysis of 

plastics like polyethylene with applications 
to their recycling can be done with Near-
IR studies. Samples can be studied through 
glass and plastic as they remain in their 
original containers.

These new acquisitions are in addi-
tion to the research-grade, digital, Peltier 
temperature-controlled polarimeter ac-
quired by the UMHB Chemistry Depart-
ment earlier this spring, also with a grant 
from the Welch Foundation. Polarimeters 
measure the optical activity (chirality) of 
compounds.

“Considering that 19 of the 20 amino 
acids required for humans to synthesize 
proteins are chiral and can be analyzed with 
the polarimeter, this is extremely relevant,” 
explained Dr. Murphy. “Additionally, the 
carbohydrate intake by humans also exhib-
its optical activity, which this instrument 
can measure. Exact replicas of this polar-
imeter are used in the development of new 
pharmaceuticals.”

Hands-on experience with these and 
other instruments (including high-pressure 
liquid chromatography, ultraviolet-visible 
spectroscopy, Fourier transform infrared 
spectroscopy, calorimetry, gas chromato-
graph mass spectrometry, nuclear magnetic 
resonance, atomic absorption analysis, cal-
orimetry, colorimetry, tensiometry, and vis-
cometry) in the UMHB Chemistry Depart-
ment will help prepare students for success 
as they seek employment or acceptance to 
graduate programs.

To learn more about UMHB’s chemis-
try department, visit umhb.edu.

Courtesy photo 
Amber Dickey, UMHB senior chemistry major, and Larry Carothers, UMHB chem-
istry lab coordinator, are pictured with new equipment in the chemistry lab funded 
by a grant from the Robert A. Welch Foundation of Houston.

Belton native commissioned
Special to the Journal

Twelve cadets from Slippery Rock 
University’s U.S. Army ROTC program 
were recognized for their commission-
ing as officers with the rank of second 
lieutenant during a ceremony on May 9 
at the Performing Arts Center’s Miller 
Theater on campus.

The ceremony included a reading of 
an oath, pinning of bars with their new 
insignia of rank, and a first salute, a 
tradition between a non-commissioned 
officer who has influenced the newly 
commissioned officer.

Among them was Sydney Montana, 
a homeland security major from Belton, 
Texas (Copperas Cove HS), who will 
serve as an Air Defense officer on ac-
tive duty.

Other cadets include:
Cayde Davidson, a health and phys-

ical education major from Greenville 
(Greenville HS), who will serve as an 
Aviation officer in the Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guard.

Gordon Hardy, an interdisciplinary 
programs major from McMurray (Pe-
ters Township HS), who will serve as 
an Aviation officer in the Pennsylvania 
National Guard.

Seth Hickman, an interdisciplin-
ary programs major from Irwin (Peters 
Township HS), who will serve as an In-
fantry officer in the Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guard.

David Lucidore, a park and resourc-

Courtesy Photo 
Sydney Montana, a homeland security major from Belton, Texas (Copperas Cove 
HS), who will serve as an Air Defense officer on active duty, receives her com-
missioning at a ceremony at Slippery Rock University. 

See NATIVE, 
Page A5
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That Smell
It seems that smells 

and aromas, and odors 
for that matter, can trig-
ger memories, both 
good and bad I suppose. 
Something caught my at-
tention, smell-wise, the 
other day. It smelled like 
a barbershop, which I am 
missing about now. There 
is a unique smell to a bar-
bershop, it has a soapy 
yet tonic smell, one that 
I remember from my 
youth. It has an aroma all 
to itself, although some 
smells are close enough. 
I mention soap because 
there is a little bit of that 
in the barbershop smell.

Going back in time 
there are a lot of smells 
that when you smell them 
again now, they take you 
back to a specific time or 
event. If I smell Pine-Sol 
I immediately go back 
to elementary school 
and think about some 
poor kid that just threw 

up and someone had to 
come along and clean it 
up, with of course Pine-
Sol. That is so embedded 
in mind that if I go to a 
friend’s house and they 
use Pine-Sol that is what 
I think of.

Other things are a bit 
more pleasant. It has been 
a long time, but I can still 
pick out my grandmoth-
er’s perfume, it is still 
made, it smells almost 
like her if I find a sample 
in a store, just not exact-
ly. Of course her cooking 
had an aroma as well. I 
wouldn’t say my grand-
mother was a great cook, 
just a normal grandmoth-
er cook. However there 
were a few items that I 
really liked, nothing re-
ally extravagant, just the 
way it was made, perhaps 
that became my favorite 
because it set the bar. 
One of those things was 
her peanut butter cook-

ies. They had the right 
texture, not too dry but 
not too soft, sort of a 
bend and snap texture. 
I have tried peanut but-
ter cookies all over the 
place and none meet my 
requirements. Since I 
can’t find better cookies 
the peanut butter cookie 
is not my favorite. How-
ever my grandmother’s 
cookies were my favor-
ite. And I can remember 
the smell of those cook-
ing. Another smell from 
her house was the old gas 
cook stove. It was a huge 
white enamel stove with 
the black grates over the 
gas burners. She taught 
me to cook on that stove, 
even lighting the burner 
with a wooden match, 
you got that whiff of gas, 
the smell of the sulfur 
from the match, then the 
odor of the flame.

There are other im-
portant smells as well. 

The smell of a campfire. 
Not just any fire burning 
wood, but a campfire that 
is burning with people 
sitting around it in the 
middle of the night.

The aroma of a sum-
mer rain just starting on 
a hot day. There is some-
thing about that smell, 
it is not a regular rain 
smell. Another similar 
smell is standing inside 
of a screen door (metal 
screen) and the fresh rain 
hitting that screen. It has 
a distinct odor as well.

I have fond memories 
of my childhood vaca-
tions to the sea coast. The 
smell of the salt air and 
even the fishing smells. 
Of course salt water has a 
smell that stays with you, 
but (as much as I disliked 
fishing) fishing and bait 
odors are still smells that 
I remember. Once the 
actual fishing was done, 
my father would cook 

the fish, often fried, and 
I really enjoy that aroma. 
I still like the smell of 
frying fish, I like eating 
fried fish, but mostly be-
cause I like tartar sauce, 
which ironically doesn’t 
smell that much.

Along the same 
lines, but fresh water 
fishing. There were a few 
places we vacationed that 
offered fishing, but not 
in the ocean. The theme 
of most of my childhood 
vacations was fishing of 
some sort. Most of these 
inland places had a shack 
out back where the fish-
ing gear was stowed, or 
a building that housed a 
boat. These each had a 
memorable odor, not real 
appealing, but not bad, 
just something you at-
tached to a fishing trip, 
so part of those vaca-
tions.

There are many, 
many food related aro-

mas, lots of things I like 
and enjoy eating. Prob-
ably too many to list. 
Just walking through 
town here there are few 
unique and good smells, 
obviously the wood fired 
pits cranking out the 
briskets, but there are a 
couple of places to get 
a burger and just down 
wind from those is a very 
good lunch aroma.

I am not sure I have 
a favorite smell of all 
time, lots of great memo-
ries with each of these. 
I don’t know that I have 
smelled some of these in 
many years, but they are 
still there. Sometimes I 
smell something close to 
my earlier memory and 
it takes me back. I will 
always have the times in 
my mind even if the aro-
ma is not there again.

Pleasant Ramblings • Mark Magnan

EditorialEditorial

My Front Porch • Lynette Sowell

You know them, I’m 
sure. Those people you 
see at the grocery store, 
at church, in the office, 
or maybe in the hallway 
at school. The Sandpaper 
People (not to be con-
fused with the Star Wars 
Sand People, who are 
supposedly just as pesky). 

They have nothing 
good to say, and more of-
ten than not, they always 
seem to have the exact 
opposite opinion from 
you. We don’t have to 
seek out people like this, 
but they tend to pop up 
in the garden of our lives 
like weeds that keep com-
ing back. 

Sandpaper people are 
hard to like. Sometimes 
they know more about ev-
erything than anyone else 
in the room. For some rea-
son, they’re the ones who 
are in the middle of every 

committee, every venture, 
those who always have 
not just a mere piddly two 
cents to offer to the world 
of their opinion, but al-
ways a few dollars’ worth. 
They’re like fingernails 
scraping a chalkboard, 
gnats nipping on your an-
kles, or accidentally add-
ing salt to your sweet tea 
by mistake. 

Sometimes I do like 
many of us do when en-
countering these people. 
I run the other way, espe-
cially at Wal-Mart. Don’t 
take it personally if you 
see me darting down a 
side aisle. It’s probably 
not you.  Because in a 
small town like ours, it’s 
often impossible to avoid 
them and they take spe-
cial handling and care 
when dealing with them. 

I like to give alleged 
Sandpaper People a few 

passes, especially if I’ve 
only just met them. But 
sometimes first impres-
sions lie to us. How many 
of us have had a hard day? 
Maybe Mrs. Rough Sand-
paper with grit #40 has a 
parent in the hospital, is 
working overtime, has a 
sick child, and this is just 
her way of dealing with 
stress and controlling 
what aspect of her life 
she can—namely the cur-
rent encounter. Or maybe 
Mr. Scratchy (grit #120) 
always felt he wasn’t the 
guy everyone wanted to 
be around, so he’s devel-
oped a lousy, contrary 
attitude to prove himself 
right.

Maybe, sometimes, 
it’s also better to pick 
and choose our battles. I 
don’t have to be right all 
the time about everything. 
If my husband reads this, 

he’ll probably shout, 
“Hallelujah!” That’s one 
thing to keep in mind at 
that next PTA meeting 
or committee gathering 
or church potluck plan-
ning meeting. Why must 
we have our way, or have 
the last word? Maybe it’s 
okay to step back and 
take a deep breath and let 
our blood pressure go to 
town. 

We can’t change 
Sandpaper People, but 
maybe we can understand 
them a little better if we 
take a few moments to 

think before we scratch 
them right back. Be-
cause, if you think about 
it, maybe there’s someone 
in your world who thinks 
you’re made of nothing 
but #40 grit paper your-
self. Often, the things that 
scratch at us the worst 
from other people are the 
things we do ourselves. 
With that, I’ll quit chim-
ing in for now, trying not 
to sound like a know-
it-all. Because those are 
definitely #40 grit—and 
really, really can get to 
me. Ouch.

Sandpaper people

Precinct 217: North; 1,249 registered voters
Precinct 213: Split at Royal St./I-35 East through 
North Armstrong/Barnes to FM 1123
Precinct 213: North; 3,403 registered voters
Precinct 218: South; 1,516 registered voters
Precinct 303: Split along I-35
Precinct 303: West; 1,546 registered voters
Precinct 322: East; 3,305 registered voters
Precinct 315: Split along City of Temple SMD 4 Lines
Precinct 315: 3,294 registered voters
Precinct 320: 2,033 registered voters
Precinct 318: Split along Tarver Drive and Jupiter Drive
Precinct 318: 4,020 registered voters
Precinct 321: 1,310 registered voters
Precinct 408: Split along Stan Schlueter Loop
Precinct 408: West; 1,419 registered voters
Precinct 420: East; 3,530 registered voters
The precinct split will go into effect on July 1, 2025.
 The precinct maps can be viewed at.
 For more information about voting in Bell County, visit Office of Elections Ad-

ministration
https://www.bellcountytx.com/departments/elections/precinct_maps.php.

Election -  From Page A2

es management major from Bethel Park 
(Bethel Park HS), who will serve as an 
Infantry officer on active duty.

Pamela Manning, a criminology and 
criminal justice major from Mansfield, 
Ohio (Lexington HS), who will serve as 
a Signal Corps officer, detailed to Field 
Artillery, on active duty.

Jillian Panizza, a safety manage-
ment major from Midway (Fort Cher-
ry HS), who will serve as a Chemical 
Corps officer on active duty.

Ethan Plesakov, a cybersecurity ma-
jor from Slippery Rock (Slippery Rock 
HS), who will serve as a Signal Corps 
officer in the Pennsylvania National 
Guard.

Sydney Ryan, a homeland security 

major from Pittsburgh (North Hills HS), 
who will serve as a Medical Services 
officer in the Pennsylvania National 
Guard.

Yuliya Sager, a homeland security 
major from Edinburg, who will serve 
as a Military Intelligence officer in the 
Pennsylvania National Guard.

Bank Thomas, an accounting major 
from Cheswick (Fox Chapel HS), who 
will serve as an Air Defense officer on 
active duty.

Nicholas Wile, a criminology and 
criminal justice major from Greensburg 
(Hempfield HS), who will serve as an 
Engineer Officer, detailed to Infantry, 
on active duty.

Native -  From Page A4
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Business booms for Haute Dog creator
By David Stone 
The Belton Journal

Sandra Escalante has been creating 
gourmet hot dogs in downtown Temple 
and in the surrounding area for several 
years. But now, along with Krista Sny-
der of Blackbird Books & Spirits, she has 
added a second business — Pinky’s Bar, 
located at 201 N East Street in Belton.

“I have a five-foot hotdog cart that 
has a griddle and warmer on it,” Escalan-
te said this week. “I’m self-contained 
and can create all kinds of items with 
my space, but my goal was to get a food 
truck one day. The plan was to get one 
this year, but I was contacted by Krista 
about an idea she had for a place called 
Pinky’s.”

The idea was to make Pinky’s a type 
of sports bar without the sports. Geared 
toward women, Pinky’s televisions 
would instead play reality shows, Golden 
Girls, rom-coms and Lifetime movies.

“It’s a welcoming place for every-
one, but we definitely gave it a pink and 
fun spin,” Escalante said. “We host trivia 
games, singles nights, happy hour spe-
cials, curated tastings, Bingo, singalongs 
and brunch.”

According to Escalante, the plan was 
to have an attached kitchen to serve “girl 
dinners,” a fun way of saying comfort 
foods and treats.

“Krista loved my hot dogs, and I 
loved Blackbird and the concept for 
Pinky’s,” she said. “We went to work in 
November to create the space. I created 
the menu by building on my Haute Dog 
offerings.”

“With a full kitchen, I was now able 
to expand the menu and offer more of my 
specialty dogs with upgraded ingredi-
ents. For example, the Bulgogi is one of 
my most requested dogs at the cart. But 
it has several components. It’s a quarter-
pound all-beef hotdog grilled with my 
bulgogi beef, spicy mayo, cabbage, kim-
chi and cucumber slices.”

“At the cart, I use ground beef for the 
bulgogi, but now with Pinky’s I am able 
to upgrade the meat to steak,” Escalante 
said. “It really makes a difference. I am 
also able to make fresh street corn for my 
famous Elote Dog. It’s fire-roasted corn 

with creamy mayo and cilantro on top of 
a hotdog.”

Pinky’s biggest sellers, especially 
late-night, are gourmet nachos, loaded 
fries and Gouda Vibes, a take on a grilled 
cheese with garlic-grilled sourdough 
with Havarti and gouda cheese and pro-
sciutto.

“Yummy,” Escalante said with a 
laugh.

The food has been so accepted by 
Pinky’s customers that Escalante and 
Snyder have added weekend lunch buf-
fets — 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays 
and all day on Sundays.

Although Belton is home to another 
popular hot dog vendor 
— High Five Hot Dogs — 
Escalante said there really 
isn’t a competition.

“Jennifer (Ryder) and 
I don’t compete, we col-

laborate,” she said. “There are so many 
events, and with more than 100,000 peo-
ple in the area, there is definitely room 
for us both. There’s room for all of us to 
succeed.”

Haute Dogs still serves downtown 
Temple, especially during big events.

“I don’t usually do a solitary pop-up 
downtown Temple,” she said. “I try to go 
where the events and crowds are. It just 
so happens that I do a lot of Downtown 
events. The city of Temple has made 
moves to make Downtown more ap-
pealing and build more foot traffic. The 
events are well attended and so much 
fun, and I also help out with school fund-
raisers when possible.”

“My hotdogs are so special because 
they are made with lots of love. I want 
to create food that is fun, delicious and 
just makes you happy. I love fusion food 
and I try to combine elements of my fa-

vorite cuisines in unexpected ways. Who 
doesn’t love a good hotdog? And a grilled 
hotdog with a snap and loaded toppings. 
That’s a chef’s kiss!”

“I think being local is also special,” 
she said. “People who patronize either 
location are keeping their money local. 
It helps our communities and strengthens 
our local economy. Big chain corpora-
tions won’t care about you spending $20 
with them, but for us small businesses, it 
makes a huge impact.”

Escalante still hopes to add a food 
truck in the near future to make Haute 
Dog more mobile.

“I have had far too many tents ruined 
because of the elements. My goal is to 
have a fully operational food truck by the 
end of the year. Meanwhile, Pinky’s will 
continue to serve the community and be 
a fun hangout for everyone.”

BELTON JOURNAL/DAVID TUMA
Sandra Escalante cooks up gourmet dogs at Haute Dog in downtown Temple. Escalante has teamed with Krista Snyder 
of Blackbird Books & Spirits to open Pinky’s Bar in Belton, a sports bar of sorts that focuses on Lifetime movies and The 
Golden Girls.

Belton ISD announces two 
new elementary principals 

Special to the Journal 

Belton ISD announced 
last week the appointment 
of Courtney Brewer and 
Holly Griffith as the dis-
trict’s newest elementary 
principals.

Both leaders bring a 
deep understanding of Bel-
ton ISD’s culture, a proven 
commitment to student 
success and a passion for 
cultivating positive school 
environments.

Courtney Brewer will 
continue serving as princi-
pal at High Point Elemen-
tary, a role she has held 
on an interim basis since 
February 2025. Brewer’s 
leadership is grounded in 
strong instructional prac-
tices, relationship-building 
and a clear vision for stu-
dent achievement. 

With previous experi-
ence as an assistant princi-
pal at multiple Belton ISD 
campuses—including High 
Point Elementary, North 
Belton Middle School and 
Belton Early Childhood 
School—she is known for 
her data-driven decision-

making, coaching excel-
lence and ability to build 
strong campus commu-
nities. Brewer began her 
teaching career in Killeen 
ISD before joining Belton 
ISD as a teacher and later 
earning multiple campus 
recognitions, including 
Teacher of the Year. She 
holds a Bachelor of Science 
in EC-6 Generalist with 
ESL Certification from 
Texas A&M University–
Central Texas and earned 
her Principal Certification 
in Educational Leadership 
from Grand Canyon Uni-
versity in 2020.

Holly Griffith has been 
named the new principal 
of Lakewood Elementary, 
bringing over a decade of 
experience in education, 
including the past four 
years serving as the cam-
pus’s assistant principal.

Throughout her time 
in Belton ISD, Griffith has 
led impactful initiatives in 
professional learning, data-
informed instruction, and 

See PRINCIPALS, 
Page A7

Courtney BrewerHolly Griffith
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Pomykal 
Heating & Cooling
Belton, Temple, Killeen

William Pomykal
Gwen Pomykal

Service & Repairs
Preventative Maintenance

(254) 938-6290

www.ggoopomykal.com TACLA22074C

BELTONBELTON  
SSEERVICE DIRECTORYRVICE DIRECTORY

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

Pomykal 
Heating & Cooling
Belton, Temple, Killeen

William Pomykal
Gwen Pomykal

Service & Repairs
Preventative Maintenance

(254) 938-6290

www.ggoopomykal.com TACLA22074C

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

• Garage Conversions
• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Window Replacement
• Counter tops
• Patio Covers

Custom Quality Remodeling
• Custom Cabinets • Restorations • Additions

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
All Work Warrantied

49 Years Local Experience

• Roofing
• Storage Buildings

Free Estimates

15764 Willow Grove-Moody, Texas 76557
254-853-3152 or 254-773-1905

larsonmustangelectric.com

Don’t Get left in the dark
we install generators

Residential & Commercial repairs, new construction & remodels

B7                              Thursday, February 2, 2023THE BELTON JOURNAL

BELTONBELTON  
SSEERVICE DIRECTORYRVICE DIRECTORY

Ash
Tree

Service Free Estimates

Split Firewood For Sale

Third Generation254.939.7007
254.654.6317

•
•
•
•

Tree Trimming
Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Tree Planting

The Original

3321 Parkway Dr. Temple, TX 76504
(254)773-5993

Spoonts
Home Appliance Service

Since 1970
We provide in Home Service on 
All Major Brands of Appliances.

791-1973

900 E. Central • Belton • 939-3502
Residential & Commercial • Free Estimate

CARPET & VINYL • CERAMIC & WOOD • LAMINATE FLOORING

Jeff Boren, OWNER

For Floors Done Right...
The First Time

Custom Draperies • Fabrics • Blinds • Shutters • In Home Service

We design & fabricate in our own workroom.

Custom Draperies
by Lydia

939-10701305 N. Main • Belton Est. 1972

CARPET • VINYL • TILE • WOOD
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

GUARANTEED
Carpet Cleaning

24-Hour Emergency Service

3206 Airport Rd. • 770-0932
M-F: 8-6  •  Sat: 9-1

(254) 771-3600
mgroofs.com

- INSURED -

Over 40 Yrs Experience
FREE Estimates

Insurance Claim Specialist

Residential Roofing • Seamless Gutters
Attic Insulation • Solar Attic Fans
Roofing Repairs • Solar Screens
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All Work Warranted
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Don’t Get left in the dark
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Family Owned and Operated Since 2006
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FREE Estimates • Bonded • Insured • Work Comp

254-231-0583 

Kay English - Owner kay@englishmaids.biz

Lauren English-Thurman - Director of Operations
lauren@englishmaids.biz

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

254-444-1505

FREE
ESTIMATES

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com
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• Window Replacement
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• Patio Covers

Custom Quality Remodeling
• Custom Cabinets • Restorations • Additions
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All Work Warranted
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• Storage Buildings

Free Estimates
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LOOKING FOR A LOCAL FENCING 
CONTRACTOR IN TEMPLE, TX?

Good Neighbors 
Fencing & Construction

www.abesfenceanddeckstaining.com
254-291-4587

Abe’s Fence & Deck Staining

*
**
*

Repair

Washing
Installation

Staining

www.picasatheartofdesign.comwww.picasatheartofdesign.com

254-831-3017254-831-3017
• Interior Design  • Lighting    • Interior Design  • Lighting    

• Home Decor  • Residential Design• Home Decor  • Residential Design
• Declutter & Organization• Declutter & Organization

202 E. First Ave. Belton, Texas202 E. First Ave. Belton, Texas

HIRE A DESIGNERHIRE A DESIGNER
FOR A DAY!!FOR A DAY!!
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   NEW CLASSES (Class A & B)
STARTING MONTHLY

Call now for dates & availability

254-831-1053 
 2400 S. 57th St.  Ste. A Temple 

BELTONBELTON  
SSEERVICE DIRECTORYRVICE DIRECTORY

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

Pomykal 
Heating & Cooling
Belton, Temple, Killeen

William Pomykal
Gwen Pomykal

Service & Repairs
Preventative Maintenance

(254) 938-6290

www.ggoopomykal.com TACLA22074C

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

• Garage Conversions
• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Window Replacement
• Counter tops
• Patio Covers

Custom Quality Remodeling
• Custom Cabinets • Restorations • Additions

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
All Work Warrantied

49 Years Local Experience

• Roofing
• Storage Buildings

Free Estimates

15764 Willow Grove-Moody, Texas 76557
254-853-3152 or 254-773-1905

larsonmustangelectric.com

Don’t Get left in the dark
we install generators

Residential & Commercial repairs, new construction & remodels
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SSEERVICE DIRECTORYRVICE DIRECTORY

Ash
Tree

Service Free Estimates

Split Firewood For Sale

Third Generation254.939.7007
254.654.6317

•
•
•
•

Tree Trimming
Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Tree Planting

The Original

3321 Parkway Dr. Temple, TX 76504
(254)773-5993

Spoonts
Home Appliance Service

Since 1970
We provide in Home Service on 
All Major Brands of Appliances.

791-1973

900 E. Central • Belton • 939-3502
Residential & Commercial • Free Estimate

CARPET & VINYL • CERAMIC & WOOD • LAMINATE FLOORING

Jeff Boren, OWNER

For Floors Done Right...
The First Time

Custom Draperies • Fabrics • Blinds • Shutters • In Home Service

We design & fabricate in our own workroom.

Custom Draperies
by Lydia

939-10701305 N. Main • Belton Est. 1972

CARPET • VINYL • TILE • WOOD
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

GUARANTEED
Carpet Cleaning

24-Hour Emergency Service

3206 Airport Rd. • 770-0932
M-F: 8-6  •  Sat: 9-1

(254) 771-3600
mgroofs.com

- INSURED -

Over 40 Yrs Experience
FREE Estimates

Insurance Claim Specialist

Residential Roofing • Seamless Gutters
Attic Insulation • Solar Attic Fans
Roofing Repairs • Solar Screens
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Lauren English-Thurman - Director of Operations
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254-231-0583 

Kay English - Owner kay@englishmaids.biz

Lauren English-Thurman - Director of Operations
lauren@englishmaids.biz

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

254-444-1505

FREE
ESTIMATES

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

• Garage Conversions
• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Window Replacement
• Counter tops
• Patio Covers

Custom Quality Remodeling
• Custom Cabinets • Restorations • Additions

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
All Work Warranted

Locally 44 Years Experience

• Roofing
• Storage Buildings

Free Estimates

48

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

(254) 346-1405(254) 346-1405

locally ownedlocally owned

LOOKING FOR A LOCAL FENCING 
CONTRACTOR IN TEMPLE, TX?

Good Neighbors 
Fencing & Construction

www.abesfenceanddeckstaining.com
254-291-4587

Abe’s Fence & Deck Staining

*
**
*

Repair

Washing
Installation

Staining

www.picasatheartofdesign.comwww.picasatheartofdesign.com

254-831-3017254-831-3017
• Interior Design  • Lighting    • Interior Design  • Lighting    

• Home Decor  • Residential Design• Home Decor  • Residential Design
• Declutter & Organization• Declutter & Organization

202 E. First Ave. Belton, Texas202 E. First Ave. Belton, Texas

HIRE A DESIGNERHIRE A DESIGNER
FOR A DAY!!FOR A DAY!!
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ABEL 0. 
CAMPOS 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
WEDDING OFFICIANT 

254-291-4587 
NOTARY#

ID 133517826 
abe.campos@yahoo.com 
Mobile Service Available 

MELISSA G. 
CAMPOS 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
WEDDING OFFICIANT 

254-702-3212
NOTARY#

ID 6453125
melcampos08@yahoo.com 
Mobile Service Available 
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A&M 
Wedding Officiants 

& Notary 

502 E. Central Ave. 
Belton, TX 7 6513 

A&M 
Wedding Officiants 

& Notary 

502 E. Central Ave. 
Belton, TX 76513 

Abel 0. Campos 
Melissa G. Campos 

Wedding Officiants 

anmweddingofficiants@yahoo.com 

Serving Bell, Williamson, Coryell 
and McLennan Counties 

254-291-4587
254-702-3212
Mobile Service Available 

Abel O. Campos 
Melissa G. Campos 

Wedding Officiants 

anmweddingofficiants@yahoo.com 

Serving Bell, Williamson, Coryell 
and McLennan Counties 
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254-702-3212
Mobile Service Available 
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Serving Bell, Williamson, Coryell 
and McLennan Counties 

254-291-4587
254-702-3212
Mobile Service Available 

Abel O. Campos 
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   NEW CLASSES (Class A & B)
STARTING MONTHLY

Call now for dates & availability

254-831-1053 
 2400 S. 57th St.  Ste. A Temple 

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL
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(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

• Garage Conversions
• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Window Replacement

• Counter tops
• Patio Covers

Custom Quality Remodeling
• Custom Cabinets • Restorations • Additions

Locally 49 Years Experience
www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com

• Roofing
• Storage Buildings

Free Estimates

Double T Construction.indd   1 7/9/19   12:08 AM

Metro Creative

Gardening is a rewarding activity that 
has been found to provide a host of bene-
fits beyond ensuring readily available ac-
cess to fresh fruits, vegetables and awe-in-
spiring blooms. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says many gardening tasks 
qualify as light to moderate exercise, 
which means raking the leaves and cut-
ting the grass can be just as beneficial as 
cardiovascular activities like brisk walk-
ing or jogging. In addition, a 2017 study 
published in the journal Preventive Med-
icine Reports found that gardening can 
help aging men and women offset age-re-
lated weight gain. And the health benefits 
of gardening go beyond the physical. In 
2014, a systematic review of randomized 
controlled trials published in Complemen-
tary Therapies in Medicine concluded that 

horticultural therapy may be an effective 
treatment for people with dementia.

Gardeners have a host of tools at 
their disposal to help turn their lawns and 
gardens into awe-inspiring landscapes. 
Among those options are ergonomic tools. 
Ergonomic tools can benefit gardeners of 
all ages, but they may prove especially 
valuable for aging men and women.

How ergonomic tools differ from 
traditional gardening tools

Ergonomic gardening tools are de-
signed to ensure that using them has as 
little effect on the body as possible. Er-
gonomic tools align with how a person 
naturally moves his or her body, which 
can reduce the likelihood that gardeners 
will suffer any strains or sprains while 
gardening or experience any aches and 
pains after a day spent tending to their 
landscapes.

Choosing the right tools

The West Virginia University Center 
for Excellence in Disabilities notes that 
gardeners will know they have chosen 
the right ergonomic gardening tool for 
the job when they do not have to adapt 
the tool. Ergonomic tools should match 
gardeners’ heights, fit their grip and feel 
comfortable when in use.

Specific benefits of ergonomic 
tools

Ergonomic gardening tools are de-
signed in a way that can reduce stress on 
the body while performing various tasks.
Gardeners know that aches and pains can 
add up after a day spent kneeling in the 
garden, raking soil and carrying supplies
from a shed or garage around the prop-
erty. But the WVUCED notes that er-
gonomic tools do more than just reduce 
gardeners’ risk of injury.

• Ergonomic tools increase efficien-
cy. Wasted motions are less likely when 

using ergonomic tools. That can im-
prove efficiency in the garden, allowing 
gardeners to get more done in the same 
amount of time. And because ergonom-
ic tools are designed to work with the 
body, gardeners likely won’t need to take 
breaks due to aches and pains, which also 
makes it easier to be more efficient when 
working in the garden.

• Ergonomic tools increase garden-
ers’ capabilities. The WVUCED notes that 
principles behind ergonomics keep gar-
deners using the tools in natural positions. 
That means gardeners won’t lose power 
to bending and twisting, enabling them 
to do more in the garden than they might 
be able to do when using non-ergonomic
tools.

Gardening is a rewarding and bene-
ficial activity. The right ergonomic tools 
for the job can enhance those benefits and
make gardening even more enjoyable.

How ergonomic tools can help gardeners

ALL WORK WARRANTIED
49 YEARS EXPERIENCE LOCALLY

ALL WORK WARRANTIED
50 YEARS EXPERIENCE LOCALLY

(254) 346-1405(254) 346-1405

locally ownedlocally owned

LOOKING FOR A LOCAL FENCING 
CONTRACTOR IN TEMPLE, TX?

Good Neighbors 
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TROY TUBBS
OWNER

(254) 778-0444
FAX (254) 778-0475

1201 S. 49th St. 
Temple, Texas 76504

Temple 
254-773-7750 

We'll Handle It. 
Harker Heights

Relax ... 

254-699-1102

Salado
254-947-8480

Belton
254-831-9320

www.fcttx.com 

Jeff Boren-Owner

Call 939-3502
900 E. Central • Belton

Residential & Commercial
Free Estimate

•CARPET & VINYL•CERAMIC & WOOD•LAMINATE FLOORING

For Floors Done Right...The First Time

• CARPET & VINYL
• CERAMIC & WOOD

• LAMINATE FLOORING

templetechnology.net

NEW OFFICE TIMES: 
Monday: 8am-4pm • Tuesday: 8am-4pm

Wednesday: 8am-4pm • Thursday: 8am-3pm
 Friday: 8am-3pm

www.beltonjournal.com (254) 939-5754

Child Find Announcement

The Belton Independent School District is required 
by federal and state law to make a dedicated 
effort to locate, identify, and evaluate every child 
from age 3 to age 21 residing or attending private 
school in our district who is suspected of having a 
disability. Eligible students are entitled to a free and 
appropriate education, including an individualized 
plan for instruction. 

If you suspect your child has a disability, and your 
child does not yet receive special education services, 
please contact:

Anuncio para localizar Niños

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Belton es 
requerido por ley federal y estatal para hacer un 
esfuerzo dedicado a localizar,
identificar y evaluar a todos los niños desde los 3 
hasta los 21 años de edad que residen o asisten a 
una escuela privada en nuestro distrito de quien se 
sospeche tener una discapacidad. Los estudiantes 
elegibles tienen derecho a una educación gratuita 
y apropiada, incluyendo un plan individualizado de 
instrucción.
Si usted sospecha que su hijo tiene una 
discapacidad y todavía no recibe servicios de 
educación especial, póngase en contacto con:

Jennifer Ramirez
Executive Director of Special Education
Belton Independent School District
400 North Wall St.
Belton, Texas 76513
254-215-2110
254-215-2111 (fax)

Annual Candy Trail provides sweet journey for trick-or-treaters
By Annie Dockery
The Belton journal

Many downtown Bel-
ton businesses will be pass-
ing out candy during the 
annual Candy Trail on Oct. 
29, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m., sponsored by Dis-
cover Downtown Belton 
and the Downtown Belton 
Business Alliance.

Leila Valchar, owner of 
My Giving Tree Gift Shop 
& Art Gallery said, “It’s 
the biggest it has been. We 
have 40 businesses that will 

be handing out candy, and 
minimum for each busi-
ness is 3,000 pieces. So, it’s 
going to put us well over 
120,000 pieces of candy 
handed out in downtown 
Belton”

All children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

The trail will start on 
the corner to Penelope, then 
on to First street, and down 
East Street with stops on 
Central Avenue and Water 
Street.

Participating busi-
nesses include Edward 

Jones (Joshua Dildine), The 
Belton Journal, Pink Bull-
dog, Nolan Creek Brewery, 
Gunter Financial Services, 
LaLuncheonette, Mind 
Your Wellness, Picasa De-
sign, Arusha Coffee Co., 
My Giving Tree, iMERA-
Ki, Garlyn Shelton Auto 
Group, The Dusty Rose, 
OakFire Pizza & Brewing, 
Bell County Music Studio, 
McWha Book Store, Na-
poli’s Italian Bistro, Razzle 
Dazzle Specialty Shop, 
Quick Release Bail Bonds, 
BeYouthful Salon, Jones 

Home & Auto, BISD Trans-
portation, Belton Police 
Foundation, Bell County 
Museum, Lena Armstrong 
Public Library, Creekside 
Cigar Lounge, Scores Pizza 
& Wings, The Gin at Nolan 
Creek, Graley’s Goodies, 
Salon & Spa at Greenbriar, 
The Beltonian Threatre, Co-
chran, Blair & Potts, Level 
3 Event & Coworking Cen-
ter, Waffle Cone Belton, 
RE/Max Great Place, Ex-
change on Central, Miller’s 
Smokehouse, Summer 
Fun Water Park, Liberty 

Church, Water Stree Waffle 
House, and Schoepf’s BBQ 
on your way home.

“We’re all excited and 
the businesses will be look-
ing forward to the thou-
sands of little trick-or-treat-
ers,” Valchar said.

A Candy Trail map 
is available on Discover 
Downtown Belton, Belton 
Market Days Facebook, and 
Downtown Belton Business 
Alliance Facebook pages. 
Maps will also be posted at 
the businesses that are dis-
tributing candy.

Barricades will start 
setting up at 1:00 p.m. with 
no cars allowed through 
after 3:30 p.m. The Candy 
Trail will be inside the bar-
ricades. 

“There’s a QR code. It 
will bring up the map and 
you can follow it on your 
phone,” Valchar added. “It 
will make it easy.”

 “My favorite thing 
is the kids,” Valchar said. 
“They’re all running around 
downtown all dressed up. 
It’s a community event; it 
brings us all together.”

File photo 
Costumed kids and familes collect candy at a prior year’s Candy Trail in downtown Belton. This year’s trail will take place Saturday evening from 4-6 p.m. 

Bison roundup in Belton 

Couresty Photo

A bison escaped from a veterinarian’s office on E. 6th Avenue in Belton on Tuesday 
morning, with the first call coming in to Belton animal control around 7:28 a.m. The bi-
son was traced down Penelope and the I-35 frontage road. “From there the bison ran to a 
thicket of trees off the I-14 frontage road, near Tractor Supply. It was finally captured off 
the shoulder of the I-14 frontage road,” said Paul Romer, Public Information for the City 
of Belton.  The animal control officer reached out to a Salado veterinarian, Romer said, 
who helped arrange assistance from a couple of local cowboys. On horseback, the pair 
worked to safely contain the bison, until it was roped old West style and subdued, then 
loaded onto a waiting trailer. Once the bison was captured the veterinarian took custody 
of it to return it to its owner, Romer said.

collaborative planning. A 
graduate of Lamar Univer-
sity with a master’s degree 
in educational administra-
tion, Griffith has also com-
pleted the Aspiring Prin-
cipals Academy through 
the district. Her leadership 
is centered around foster-
ing a supportive school 
culture, strategic planning 
and a relentless focus on 
academic growth for all 
students.

“We are thrilled to 
welcome these talented 
leaders into their new 
roles,” said Denise Sharp, 
Executive Director of 
Campus Leadership for 
Elementary Campuses of 

Belton ISD. “Both Court-
ney and Holly are commit-
ted educators who under-
stand the heart of Belton 
ISD. Their leadership 
will inspire staff, engage 
families, and, most im-
portantly, create thriving 

learning environments for 
students.”

Please join us in cel-
ebrating and supporting 
these outstanding leaders 
as they begin their next 
chapters in Belton ISD on 
July 7, 2025.

Principals -  From Page A6

ZSD Celebrations hosts mobile events
By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

ZSD Celebrations hosts 
birthday parties, weddings, 
baby showers, gender reveals, 
and corporate events. In busi-
ness since 2023, ZSD is co-
owned by Sarah Tadesse and 
her husband, Dave.

“We are a mobile event 
business that hosts kids’ cus-
tomization workshops. We 
have everything from slime to 
denim jackets. Slime is very 
popular along with our charm 
bracelets. We host parties for 
children aged three years old 
and up. For kids under three 
years old, we recommend sen-
sory workshops with sand or 
Play-doh,” said Sarah Tadesse.

Art wear workshops in-
clude bucket hats, trucker hats, 
lunch bags, denim jackets, 
backpacks, branded sneakers, 
and non-branded sneakers. 
Materials are included with a 
90-minute guide, followed by 
a fashion show and dancing 
games. 

“Kids under three years 
old can build their own sen-
sory kit too. For example, for 
one party recently the theme 
was ‘Bluey’. They built a 
kit from their favorite scene. 
We want to create a stress-
free way to celebrate parent’s 
kids’ birthday parties,” said 
Tadesse.

They have a digital photo 
booth for adults and a kid 

sized photo booth available. 
The adult photo booth can be 
used for birthday parties, wed-
dings, and corporate events. 
The range of cost for work-
shop parties is $19-$55 per 
child depending on the work-
shop. A 50 percent deposit 
is required to reserve a party 
then the balance is due up to 
a week before the party. There 
is a minimum reservation of 8 
kids. 

“We go to people’s homes 
or wherever they want to host 
the event. We bring kid-sized 
tables, kid-sized chairs, table-
cloths, decor and styling for 
the event. We go everywhere 
from Marble Falls to Killeen, 
including Austin and Pfluger-
ville, the whole CenTex area,” 

said Sarah Tadesse.
People use ZSD Celebra-

tions for custom and afford-
able parties for the everyday 
parent. They want parents to 
enjoy their party, so they take 
care of all the details including 
drop off, set up, and clean up.

“Looking back at my 
own daughter’s parties, I 
didn’t get to spend time with 
her. Parents can hire one per-
son, and their kids can look 
back and remember. We host 
the party, workshop, and give 
parents their time. I got tired 
of going to parties and get-
ting junk or candy. It’s an item 
they will actually use for many 
years like a denim jacket, 
fanny pack, and trucker hats. 
Trucker hats are more expen-

sive but they are more popu-
lar,” said Tadesse. 

They not only host kids 
workshop parties, but baby 
shower and gender reveal par-
ties. They offer customized 
clothing for babies. Each guest 
can put their own touch on an 
item of baby clothing.  

Visit their website at 
www.zsdcelebrations.com. 
There is a link on the web-
site to book parties. They 
also have a Facebook and In-
stagram page. For questions 
and more information, Sarah 
Tadesse can be reached at 
512-571-3287. Emails can be 
sent through their website or 
emailed to zsdcelebrations@
gmail.com.

Courtesy photos
ZSD Celebrations offers a variety of party themes for birthdays, weddings, baby 
showers, gender reveals, corporate events, and more. 

Centex Vet Rides program 
offers transportation for veterans

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

The CenTex Vet Ride 
program serves veter-
ans, active duty, National 
Guard, Reserve, and their 
families and is funded by 
the Texas Veteran Com-
mission (TVC) through 
the Central Texas Coun-
cil of Governments (CT-
COG).

“The program pro-
vides transportation for 
veterans and their depen-
dents to medical appoint-
ments, as well as federal, 
state, and local govern-
ment offices, plus other 
destinations in support 
of basic needs,” said Jim 
Halbrook, Public Affairs 
Officer for TVC.

Funding for these 
grants is generated pri-
marily by the Texas Lot-
tery Commission’s games 
designated for veteran 
support. People can also 
donate when registering 
their vehicles or when get-
ting a hunting or fishing 
license.  

“We provide grants 
through commissioners 
to local organizations that 
provide direct services. 
CTCOG is a current grant-
ee. They were awarded up 
to $300,000 for a grant 
that supports rides for vet-
erans in seven counties, 
to include Bell, Coryell, 
Hamilton, Lampasas, Mi-
lam, Mills, and San Saba,” 

said Joanna Orozco, Oper-
ations Manager for Fund 
for Veteran’s Assistance at 
the Texas Veterans Com-
mission.

The TVC partners 
with organizations to co-
ordinate for veteran ap-
pointments. There are 37 
varying types of services 
for veterans. There is a di-
rectory online. 

“When veterans, ac-
tive duty, and their fami-
lies go to the directory, 
they find what service 
they are looking for along 
with the description of 
services and contact infor-
mation for each organiza-
tion. There’s also Housing 
for Texas Heros and Com-

Courtesy photo
Texas Veterans Commission Vice Chair Mary Dale presents a $300,000 grant 
check to CTCOG representatives Uryan Nelson, Planning and Regional Services 
Division Director, and Jim Reed, Executive Director of CTCOG.

See VET, 
Page A8
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Courtesy Photos 
City staff and friends recognized outgoing City Councilmember Wayne Carpenter on April 29 for his decades of service as a councilmember and mayor. Mayor 
David K. Leigh shared a Proclamation to honor Councilmember Carpenter, City Manager Sam Listi shared perspective on the growth of the city during Carpenter’s 
tenure, and a Burr Oak was planted in his honor at Heritage Park. Councilmember Carpenter gave a brief speech where he honored Belton employees by name 
for their dedicated service to the public. He pointed out that what makes Belton great goes far beyond those who serve on boards and commissions and that dedi-
cated employees are also needed to meet the needs of the public.

“These are significant times for 
Belton ISD as we continue to address 
the uncertainties surrounding public ed-
ucation funding and prioritize the needs 
that will allow our district to thrive. 
Please know that your Board of Trustees 
remains united in our commitment to the 
vision, values, and beliefs that our com-
munity holds dear for the children, staff, 
and families we are privileged to serve.”

“I am honored for the opportunity to 
serve and sincerely grateful for the con-
fidence and trust of the Board of Trust-
ees. As an alumnus, child of a Belton 
Tiger and now having children in Belton 
ISD, I am excited to serve the school 
district that has had such a positive 
impact on my family for generations,” 
said Bozon. “I look forward to working 
with the Board and Administrative team 
to continue the positive work and build 
upon what makes Belton ISD a special 
place.”

Bozon has a Bachelor of Business 
Administration (BBA) in Accounting 
and a Master of Science (MS) in Finance 
from Texas A&M University. He is a 
Certified Public Accountant and Certi-

fied Government Finance Officer.
He began his career at KPMG in 

Dallas and was the Director of Finance 
for the City of Belton from March 2014 
to June 2019; Vice President of Admin-
istrative Services and Chief Financial 
Officer for Temple College from July 
2019 to September 2024.

He currently serves as Chief Busi-
ness Officer for Shine Branch, LLC. 

Bozon has served on the Belton Ed-
ucation Foundation Board since 2019, 
and as a member of the 2022 BISD 
Bond Exploration Committee and Bond 
Oversight Committee. He has been on 
the Belton Economic Development 
Corporation Board since 2019 and has 
served on the Bell County Rising Lead-
ers Board since 2020. He served on the 
BCWCID #6 Board from 2017-2022.

He and his wife, Jessica, have four 
children, Ellie, Ben, Joe and Teddy. 
The oldest, Ellie, attends Lakewood El-
ementary, and Ben will start there next 
fall. He is the son of Carl and Barbara 
Bozon. Carl is an alum of the Belton 
High School Class of 1977. 

Appoints -  From Page A1
munity in Service,” said 
Orozco.

Veterans can find as-
sistance from organiza-
tions  in the directory at  
https://tvc.texas.gov/di-
rectory/directory-catego-
ry/grants.

“The directory can 
be set to find services by 
county. Users should know 
that some organizations 
provide service statewide. 
So, for example, if one 
looks for a service in Bell 
County and the organiza-
tion is listed as in Hous-
ton, it’s a statewide ser-
vice with HQ in Houston,” 
said Halbrook.

Other organizations 
funded by TVC for trans-
portation programs and 
services in Bell County 
include Camp Shield 
(After Military Service), 
Catholic Charities of Cen-
tex, Community Learning 

Center, Endeavors, He-
ros Resource Center (He-
ros Night Out), Hope for 
Warriors, Houston Area 
Urban League, Texas Na-
tional Guard Family Sup-
port Foundation, and USA 
Cares. 

The Central Texas 
Aging Disability and Vet-
erans Resource Center 
in partnership with The 
HOP will utilize the Micro 
Transit Ride Share system 
for the TVC grant. 

The eligibility for 
veterans includes veteran, 
veteran spouse, unmar-
ried widow, veteran de-
pendent children under the 
age of 18, and dependent 
with documented dis-
ability over 18 years old, 
and must be a resident of 
Texas. 

To qualify for the pro-
gram, contact 254-770-
2342 or 1-855-937-2342.

VET -  From Page A7 Call or scan 
today 

to start your 
subscription
254 939 5754
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JOHN CORSI
STATE FARM INSURANCE

Voted Best Insurance Agency in Bell County
101 Lake Road Belton, TX (254)939-5846

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

For a majority of their 
careers, 23 local athletes 
have represented Belton 
ISD. Soon, however, their 
talents will be spread across 
the country. 

Belton and Lake 
Belton each conducted 
collegiate signing cere-
monies last week with mul-
tiple standouts making their 
commitments official and 
taking the first steps toward 
longtime dreams of per-
forming at the next level. 

While every signature 
was a milestone moment, 
only one propelled an ath-
lete into an NCAA Division 
I program. 

After competing at the 
varsity level all four years 
of high school, Lady Tigers 
distance runner Olivia Bril-
hart committed to the Uni-
versity of Houston for both 
track and cross county.

In cross country, she 
qualified for state every 
year, placing 17th overall 
as a sophomore, and she 
capped off her senior year 
by advancing to the state 
track meet for the first 
time, finishing fifth in the 
3200-meter run. 

Additionally, she 
reached the regional meet 
all four years in the 1600.

She was joined by 
multiple friendly faces at 
the school’s joint ceremony 
inside the field house. 

Along with Brillhart, 
seven more Belton athletes 
inked their letters of intent 
in a variety of events. 

Tigers pitcher Jacob 
Quigley (Southwestern 
University), soccer player 
Lennin Malvaiz (South-
western Adventist Univer-
sity), track standout Miguel 
Manners (Hendrix College, 
AR.), linebacker Damien 
Tiumalu (Colorado State 
University Pueblo), soft-

ball player Hailey Schutz 
(Northern Oklahoma Col-
lege) and cheerleader Bri-
ley Campbell (Abilene 
Christian University) also 
participated. 

Quigley, who also 
plays first base, posted a 6-1 
record on the mound this 
season with 62 strikeouts, 
while Malvaiz is coming 
off his first selection to the 
all-district first team. Ad-
ditionally, Manners helped 
all three of the Tigers’ re-
lay teams advance to the 
area meet this year, Tium-
alu was part of two playoff 
teams, Schutz is a former 
all-district outfielder of the 
year, and Campbell was 
captain of her squad.

Lake Belton also held 
a joint ceremony for its col-
lection of 15 athletes, and 
some will remain together 
at the next level.

Broncos football play-
ers Tate Lisenbe, Tommy 
Stephens, Joey Read and 

Jeremiah Battreall each 
committed to Mary Hardin-
Baylor, while teammate 
Josh Mallard is bound for 
Abilene Christian Univer-
sity.

The quintet combined 
to help Lake Belton ad-
vance to the playoffs for a 
third consecutive season. 

Furthermore, baseball 
players Ely Vaughn and 
Andrew Ramos both signed 
with Nelson University, 
while four teammates are 
headed elsewhere. 

Rohde Smith will play 
at East Texas Baptist Uni-
versity, Kellen Scarbough is 
going to Northeastern Okla-
homa A&M College, Bran-
don Holley signed with 
Richland Junior College.

Together, the group 
earned the district champi-
onship as seniors.

Rounding out Lake 
Belton’s 15 athletes was 
Broncos golfer Nicholas 
Brooks (Central Method-

ist University, MO.), Lady 
Broncos basketball player 
Natalie Maldonado (Colo-
rado College), Lady Bron-
cos soccer player Olivia 
Sibley (University of Ches-
ter in the United Kingdom) 
and Broncos soccer player 
Benjamin Asuncion Crabb 
(Centenary College of Lou-
isiana).

All four helped their 
teams reach the postseason, 
and Asuncion Crabb now 
holds the distinction as the 
first Broncos soccer player 
to commit to a college pro-
gram

Maldonado departs 
after accounting for 522 
points, 287 rebounds, 148 
assists and 147 steals during 
her four-year career, Brooks 
was fourth at this year’s dis-
trict tournament and Sibley 
helped the Lady Broncos 
play defending state cham-
pion Midlothian to a 1-0 
halftime deficit in the post-
season’s opening round.  

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

T.J. Johnson and Trap Johnson guided 
the Tigers to numerous memorable mo-
ments inside Belton’s gymnasium, and Sat-
urday, the brothers will be enshrined there. 

In 2021, the pair of four-year varsity 
members helped the Tigers snap a playoff 
drought, and they have not missed the post-
season since. 

As a result, the two will be permanent-
ly honored Saturday morning, when they 
are inducted into the Belton High School 
Athletic Wall of Honor.

The ceremony is set to begin at 10 a.m. 
with a meet-and-greet occurring at 9 a.m.

T.J. Johnson’s first two seasons ended 
in disappointment as Belton produced a 
combined district record of 10-22, but it 
did not deter his individual accomplish-
ments. 

En route to eventually becoming the 
program’s all-time leading scorer with 
2,672 points and one of team’s most pro-
lific rebounders (1,213), T.J. Johnson’s ca-
reer started with him being named the all-
district newcomer of the year.

He proved worthy of the title. 
One year later, T.J. Johnson was a 

member of the all-district first team before 
being named offensive player of the year 
in 2021.

In his senior year, T.J. Johnson was be-
stowed the title of all-district most valuable 
player and repeated as an all-region selec-
tion after guiding the Tigers to a share of its 
first district since 2004.

He also committed to Lipscomb in 
the same season, establishing him as just 
the second Belton player since 1961 to 

receive an NCAA Division I scholarship.
Currently, T.J. Johnson plays for Vir-

ginia Military Institute, where he started 
all 33 games as a sophomore, ranking 
fourth in the conference with 2.8 3-point-
ers per game and fifth in the conference 
with 32.6 minutes per game.

His brother mimicked the trajectory.
Playing alongside T.J. Johnson, Trap 

Johnson was an all-district second-team 
selection as a freshman in 2021, but his 
stature quickly grew during the ensuing 
seasons. 

When T.J. Johnson was MVP, Trap 
Johnson gained first-team notoriety, and 
after his brother’s departure, the acco-
lades continued coming. 

Trap Johnson, who never missed 
a game, finished his high school career 
with two straight all-district superlatives, 
repeating as offensive player of the year 
to go along with back-to-back appear-
ances on the all-region team.

Equally important, Belton earned 
its first playoff victory in almost two de-
cades in 2023.

Trap Johnson added a pair of all-
state selections to his resume and totaled 
2,398 points (second in school history), 
1,010 rebounds and 407 blocks before 
departing to college with a 104-30 com-
bined record.

Next year, Trap Johnson will play for 
Montana State as a freshman, joining his 
brother at the NCAA Division I level.

The duo will be inducted along with 
former Belton girls soccer standout goal-
keeper Mallory Bankhead and former Ti-
gers offensive lineman John Roach, join-
ing a list of elite athletes from the school 
that stretches back to 1909.

By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

The Lake Belton 
Broncos and Prosper 
Walnut Grove embarked 
in a one-game winner-
take-all Region Semifi-
nal playoff on Friday in 
Alvarado.

Lake responded 
to an early deficit with 
a tying RBI double by 
Madison Naser and 
eventual game-winning 
RBI single by Brysen 
Gott. Madison Ruiz did 
the rest in the circle with 
a 12-strikeout perfor-
mance to lift the Broncos 
to a 2-1 win over Walnut 
Grove.

“I thought we did 
a great job staying 
composed,” Lake Bel-
ton head coach Kelsie 
McEachern said. “With 
the stress of a one-game 
playoff and then getting 
behind early, I thought 
that we were doing good 
things so I was not too 
concerned early. They 
made the push to come 
back, and I am very 
proud of them.”

The Wildcats’ first 
threat to score came in 
the first inning, when 
Lyndsey Hooker dou-
bled to start the inning. 
Ruiz induced an Emma 
Berlage fly out to Naser 
at first base, a swing-
ing strikeout by Vivian 
McKernan, and pop out 
by Kailee James to Alex-
is Ortiz at second base to 
end the inning.

Penelope Robles 
was hit by a pitch to start 
the bottom of the second. 
Robles stole second base 
and advanced to third 
on the throw that leaked 
into centerfield, and 
scored on a error to give 
the Wildcats a 1-0 lead.

Ortiz’s single with 

one out started Lake’s 
rally in the third. Madi-
son Perkins advanced 
Ortiz to first on a ground-
out that JoJo appeared 
to beat out at first. With 
two outs, Naser’s liner 
down the right field line 
scored Ortiz, and landed 
at second. Two pitches 
later, Gott drilled a line 
shot off the base of the 
left centerfield wall that 
scored Naser to give 
Lake their first lead of 
the game, 2-1.

Two-out walks to 
Perkins and Naser set up 
a solid scoring opportu-
nity for Lake in the top 
of the fifth. Gott’s deep 
fly ball to right center 
was chased down by 
Robles to end the inning.

Hannah Adkins led 
off the bottom of the in-
ning with a double. With 
one out, Hooker was 
intentionally walked. 
Ruiz induced a pop fly 
by Berlage and struck 
out McKernan to end the 
Wildcats’ threat.

Lilliana Herrera 
doubled with two outs in 
the top of the sixth, but 
was stranded.

After having issued 
a leadoff walk to James, 
Ruiz struck out Roble, 
Lauren Robinson, and 
Naomi Redman to end 
the sixth.

There was a 15-min-
ute rain delay in the top 
of the seventh, as the 
umpires directed the 
teams off the field as a 
rain squall made its way 
over Alvarado.

In the bottom of the 
seventh with two outs, 
McEachern directed 
Hooker to be intention-
ally walked for a sec-
ond time, which put the 

Dr. Jack Welch
From the Bleachers

Briles Bruised 
by Social Media, 

But Never Proven 
Guilty

A few years ago, 
the American Football 
Coaches Association 
(AFCA) scheduled 
former Baylor head 
football coach Art 
Briles to speak at their 
convention. The day 
before his scheduled 
appearance, he was 
quietly removed. The 
stated reason? Public 
backlash, most notably 
on social media.

But no one pay-
ing attention knew this 
was coming. Surely, the 
AFCA leaders weren’t 
caught off guard by 
the controversy Briles’ 
name can spark. And 
yet, they folded. Just 
as others have done 
before.

Since his dismissal 
from Baylor in 2016, 
Briles has seen mul-
tiple job opportunities 
evaporate overnight. 
First, a consulting job 
with the Cleveland 
Browns. Then, a coach-
ing position with the 
CFL’s Hamilton Tiger-
Cats. Most recently, the 
speaking gig with the 
AFCA. Each time, pub-
lic pressure was cited. 
Each time, organiza-
tions reversed decisions 
they initially stood 
behind.

Let’s be honest: 
any organization hiring 
Briles knows the bag-
gage that comes with 
his name. The question 
is not whether the back-
lash is real, of course 
it is. The real issue is 
the lack of backbone by 
the institutions that hire 
him and then backtrack. 
What does it say about 
an organization when it 
makes a controversial 
decision, then abandons 
it at the first sign of 
noise?

I believe Art Briles 
is a good hire. But 
if you do hire him, 
someone controversial, 
you’d better be ready to 
defend your decision. 
You should know the 
fallout is coming and 
prepare for it.

Let’s deal with 
facts, not emotions. Has 
Briles been charged 
with a crime? No. Not 
once. Has he been 
proven guilty of any 
wrongdoing in a court 
of law? No. In fact, 
Baylor University’s 
own letter to Briles 
dated May 23, 2017, 
obtained by the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram, 
is telling. Signed by 
the university’s general 
counsel, Christopher 
W. Holmes, the letter 
states:

“As you speak 
with others regarding 

BISD athletes ink college commitments

Bronco Softball beats 
Walnut Grove 2-1; 

rematch with Melissa 
on deck

Johnson brothers to be 
enshrined Saturday

By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

The Lake Belton Bron-
cos baseball team traveled to 
Corsicana last Thursday to 
take on the North Mesquite 
Stallions in the Class 5A-
Div. 1 Area Round.

The Broncos outpaced 
the Stallions in game one, 
12-2, and won by a nose in 
game two, 8-6, in nine in-
nings.

“It was another great 
series where our guys bat-

tled from beginning to end,” 
Lake Belton head coach 
Chris Peacock said. “North 
Mesquite has a solid team 
and to come away with a 
sweep indicates how hard 
we battled.”

Lake got off to an ear-
ly offensive start against 
the Stallions. Bryce Davis 
scored on Cooper Mees’ sac-
rifice fly in the bottom of the 
first.

In the top of the second, 
the Stallions tied the game on 
a bases-loaded walk to Bren-

dan Rees from a 13-pitch at-
bat. Jacob Hardage singled 
home Christopher Salas to 
give North Mesquite a 2-1 
lead.

The Broncos answered 
in the bottom of the second 
to retake the lead. Rohde 
Smith’s sacrifice bunt scored 
Braxtan Cope and Cole Mi-
kulas scored on a double 
play.

Lake posted a five-run 
third inning to open a six-run 

Lake Belton Baseball sweeps North Mesquite; 
McKinney North awaits Region semifinal

See BASEBALL, 
Page B3See WELCH, 

Page B2

See WRESTLING, 
Page B3
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MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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Member SIPC

Observe Save 
for Education 

Day with a 
529 plan

Whether your children 
are in grade school or 
high school, one year 
soon they’ll be leaving 
for college or trade 
school. Now is the 
time to prepare.

A good way is by 
contributing to a 529 
education savings plan. 
Contributions are made 
with after-tax dollars, 
accumulate with no fed-
eral income tax and can 
be withdrawn for quali-
fied education expenses 
federally tax free.

The list of qualified 
expenses runs the 
gamut from tuition and 
housing to computers 
to student loan repay-

ments.
Another benefit: As 
the account owner, you 
– not the beneficiary 
– control the account. 
For example, if you 
don’t use all the funds, 
you can roll them to 
another family mem-
ber’s 529 plan.

Of course, there are 
specific guidelines to 
follow, which your 
financial advisor can 
help you navigate.

By the way, May 29 — 
“five, two, nine” — is 
Save for Education 
Day. It’s a good day to 
commit, or recommit, to 
having a strategy to pay 
for education.

This Article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones 

Financial Advisor

Scot Hrbacek, CFP     Financial Advisor®

these issues, you can be 
assured you may make 
certain statements with-
out fear of contradiction 
from Baylor based on 
the information currently 
known to us. In particu-
lar, at this time we are 
unaware of any situation 
where you personally 
had contact with anyone 
who directly reported 
to you being the victim 
of sexual assault or that 
you directly discouraged 
the victim of an alleged 
sexual assault from 
reporting to law enforce-

ment or University of-
ficials. Nor are we aware 
of any situation where 
you played a student ath-
lete who had been found 
responsible for sexual 
assault.”

This is a far cry from 
the narrative that Briles 
was directly involved 
in covering up sexual 
assaults. Again, this 
doesn’t absolve the entire 
Baylor athletic program 
or administration of 
responsibility. But as 
far as Briles himself is 
concerned, there is no 

legal finding of guilt, no 
criminal charge, and no 
direct evidence that he 
knowingly enabled or 
shielded misconduct.

The pattern here is 
clear. The social media 
court rushes to judgment. 
And organizations fold 
in response, despite their 
own vetting, their own 
decisions, and even, in 

some cases, the legal 
facts.

So, let’s be clear: 
Briles is only controver-
sial because the situation 
was mishandled. He is not a 
criminal. He has never been 
legally proven guilty of any 
wrongdoing. If institutions 
choose to hire him, they 
should do so with full aware-
ness of the potential backlash 

and the integrity to stand by 
their decision. Because if you 
don’t have the conviction to 
stand behind someone after 
you’ve offered them a job, 
maybe don’t offer it in the 
first place.

Thought for the week, 
“It’s so easy to create a 
controversy.” Santhosh Nara-
vanan

 Dr. Jack Welch is an 

educator and professional 
football coach.  His doctorate 
is in educational adminis-
tration, and he has been an 
educator, administrator, and 
football coach, mentoring 
young minds, for over 40 
years.  

He is also the author of 
Foundations of Coaching.  
He can be reached at jack-
welch1975@gmail.com. 

Welch  -  From Page B1
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By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

The 2024 Class 5A State Semifinal. It was the first 
state tournament that a Belton Independent School District 
team had been a part of since the 1994 Belton Tigers Base-
ball squad claimed the Texas UIL Class 4A State Cham-
pionship.

Following a 5-3 start to start the 2024 campaign, the 
Broncos set a school district record with 31 consecutive 
wins, eclipsing the Belton Tigers’ 29-straight winning 
streak of 2016. The record was derailed by a come-from-
behind win by College Station to even up the Region II 
Quarterfinal. The two-run, series walk-off home run by 
Angie DeLeon in the ninth inning of game three propelled 
the team past the Cougars and knocked off perennial pow-
erhouse Mont Belvieu Barbers Hill in the Region II semi-
final in a one-game playoff.

Just when you think the team had overcome adversity, 
game one of their Region II Final against Montgomery 
Lake Creek was delayed after taking a 5-0 lead on homers 
by DeLeon and Haley Hoffman.

While the Broncos were battling the Lions in Mum-
ford on that May 22 evening, West Temple was hit with a 
pair of devastating tornadoes that left nearly 500 homes 
and businesses either destroyed or severely damaged. 
Lake Belton’s graduation, slated for the next night, was 
delayed to May 29 due to the loss of power at Cadence 
Bank Center, the school’s graduation venue.

With vengeance, the Broncos picked up the pieces. 
They returned to Mumford two days later, held on for a 5-4 
win and downed the defending Class 5A champions two 
days later to punch their ticket to Austin.

It was the Melissa Cardinals that ended Lake’s epic 
journey in 2024 with a 4-0 win on May 31. The Cardinals 
became the new Class 5A State Champion the next day 
with an 8-0 win over Harlingen South.

Lake Belton finished their season 40-5, with the bit-
terest of tastes in their mouths. 

The year 2025 arrived, and Lake Belton reset their 
sights on Austin. The Class 5A No. 4 Broncos started the 
season 6-0 before an 11-1 loss to Conroe at the National 
Fastpitch Coaches Association Tournament in College 
Station shook things up after the opening tourney. Follow-
ing another four wins and a 9-1 loss to a stout Leander 
squad, who is battling Comal Smithson Valley in the Re-
gion IV Final this week, the Broncos have won 24 straight 
games, which included a 10-0 through District 16-5A for 
their fifth consecutive district championship.

The last five wins have come in the new playoff for-
mat that the Texas UIL has in place this season: the 5A-D 
I and 5A-D II tournaments. With Lake’s enrollment, they 
qualified for the 5A-D I tournament. They opened the 
playoffs with a 1-0 win over Ennis. In the three games that 
followed, they dispatched Ennis and West Mesquite by a 
combined score of 40-2. They then battled Prosper Walnut 
Grove over seven innings in a one-game, winner-take-all 

tournament to win 2-1.
Lake has hit .390 and has an on-base percentage of 

.481 through 36 games. With 317 runs scored, 121 extra 
base hits, 21 homers and 265 runs batted in, they may not 
have the power numbers of last season’s team, but they get 
on base, move up (121 stolen bases), and set up opportuni-
ties to cross the plate.

Alexis Ortiz (.527 batting average, .602 on-base per-
centage, four homers, 44 RBI, 58 hits, 52 runs scored, 15 
doubles, 17 stolen bases), Madison Perkins (.520 BA, .600 
OBP, 21 RBI, 29 stolen bases), and Maddison Ruiz (.500 
BA, .574 OBP, 52 hits, seven homers, 47 RBI) are three of the 
key cogs of the offensive arsenal for the Broncos. 

With Ruiz (20-1, 0.53 ERA, 245 strikeouts, 37 walks) 
and Natalie Hosch (14-1, 1.98 ERA, 76 strikeouts, 9 walks) 
combining for a 1.11 earned run average and an opponent’s 
batting average of .163, the Broncos have provided enough 
run support, and the pitching staff has backed up the offense 
just the same.

“This team has battled to get back here. They have put in 
the work,” Lake Belton head coach Kelsie McEachern. “That 
loss to Melissa at the state tournament last year put a bad taste 
in our mouths, and we got back to work.”

At 34-2 and in the Region II Final, it is where Lake need-
ed to be: on the lip of the cup in Region II and awaiting their 
next opponent to return to the state stage again.

Now returning to the main stage: You guessed it. The 
Melissa Cardinals.

Melissa’s freight train of a season has been a national 
story. The Cardinals are the reigning 2024 Class 5A State 
Champion, this season’s number one team in Class 5A, in 
both the Texas Girls’ Coaches Association Top 25 poll and in 
MaxPreps National 25 poll. The Cardinals are on a 48-game 
win streak going back to an 8-1 loss to Lucas Lovejoy on 
March 28, 2024.

The closest ANY team has come to defeating Melissa 
this season: Waco Midway, who took the Cardinals to an ex-
tra inning before falling 1-0. 

So far in the playoffs, Melissa is 5-0 having outscored 
their opponents 64-3.

They set a national record 106 home runs in 33 games, 
eclipsing the former mark of 105 homers in 39 games set by 
the North DeSoto Griffins out of Stonewall, La. They exited 
the Midlothian series with 112 round trippers in 34 games.

The Cardinals have scored 445 runs this season while 
having allowed 30 through 34 games. Lake’s last opponent, 
Walnut Grove, scored seven of the 30 runs against Melissa, 
the only runs the Cardinals allowed in District 9-5A play. 

Kennedy Bradley (23 HR, 53 RBI), Finlee Williams (17 
HR, 55 RBI), Caigan Crabtree (17 HR, 53 RBI), Hutton Lulu 
Adrian (16 HR, 55 RBI), Paisley Needham (11 HR, 56 RBI), 
and Izzy Gonzales (10 HR, 51 RBI) all had double-digit hom-
ers and 50-plus runs batted in for the Cardinals. 

While the Cardinals’ offense garners the headlines, their 
pitching holds down the fort. With a team earned run average 
of 1.24 over 158 1/3 innings, Eloisa Maes (27-0, 1.17 ERA, 
199 strikeouts, 24 walks) and Makenna Ramsey (6-0, 1.49 

ERA, 11 saves, 46 strikeouts, 15 walks) are a duo that does 
not need a great deal of run support to get the job done. 

While this may look like a mismatch on paper, anything 
can happen and that is why the games are played on the field.

“No matter who we face, we will fight, and we will bat-
tle,” McEachern said. “We will be ready.”

Game one of the series will be on Wednesday in Al-
varado at 7 pm. Game two will be in Cleburne at 7 pm. If 
a game three is needed, it will be played in Alvarado at 1 
pm.

An Epic Rematch: Lake Belton vs. Melissa, 2025

potential tying run on first 
base.

“We knew that she 
was their best player com-
ing in,” McEachern said. 
“If we ever got in a situa-
tion, we were going to put 
her on and let someone else 
try to beat us. It happened 
to work out twice in our 
favor. Maddi did a great 
job in staying composed, 
knowing that we were go-
ing to do that.”

Berlage lined out to 
Ortiz at shortstop to end the 
game.

Naser had two of 
Lake’s five hits and scored 
a run along with Ortiz.

Ruiz pitched a com-
plete game victory, hav-
ing pitched seven innings, 
allowed an unearned run 

on two hits, struck out 12, 
walked five and hit a batter.

Hooker took the loss 
for Walnut Grove having 
pitched three innings, al-
lowed two runs on four 
hits, walked one and struck 
out one.  Adkins pitched 
four innings in relief, al-
lowed one hits, struck out 
two, and walked two.

With the 225’ outfield, 
Perkins, Addison Sims, 
and Alaysha Williams used 
their speed to cover a ton 
of ground throughout the 
night, with Perkins running 
down to balls by the base of 
the centerfield wall.

“We knew that it was 
going to be a deep ball 
park,” McEachern said. 
“We knew some hitters that 
we were going to have to 

play deeper with. I’m espe-
cially of Jo (Perkins) who 
chased down two balls that 
would have been gone at 
other parks.”

The win for Lake Bel-
ton (34-3) sets up Class 5A 
Division 1 Region 2 final 
with the Melissa Cardi-
nals (33-0), who walloped 
Midlothian in a two-game 
sweep where they out-
scored the Panthers, 29-
1. It is a much-anticipated 
rematch of the two schools 
from the Class 5A State 
Semifinal from 2024, a game 
that Melissa won 4-0 on 
their way to a Class 5A State 
Championship.

“We are going to fight 
and compete, no matter what 
and no matter who it is,” 
McEachern said. “Last year 

left a bitter taste in our mouth, 
and we do have some return-
ers from last year’s team. So 
they know that feeling. We 
are going to be hungry, we 
are going to make sure that 
we do our homework and are 
ready to go.”

Game one of the series 
will be on Wednesday in Al-
varado at 7 pm. Game two 
will be in Cleburne at 7 pm. 
If a game three is needed, it 
will be played in Alvarado at 
1 pm.

Softball  -  From Page B1

lead. Kaden Ward singled 
home Zavian Rodriguez, 
Mikulas’ single scored Ward 
and Mees, and RJ Hunt 
doubled home Mikulas and 
Brent Thomson.

The Broncos slammed 
the door in game one with a 
four-run fifth. Smith doubled 
home Thomson and Miku-
las, Smith scored on a wild 
pitch, and Ty Green singled 
in Hunt to end the game in 
run-rule fashion.

Mikulas went 3-for-
3 with two runs batted in, 
Smith had two hits and three 
runs batted in, and Cope 
went 2-for-3.

Brandon Holley picked 
up the game one win, 
pitched five innings, allowed 
two runs on five hits, struck 
out four and walked one.

James Hernandez took 
the loss for the Stallions, 
having pitched 2 1/3 innings, 
allowed eight runs on night 
hits, walked three, and struck 
out one. Jeremiah Berumen 
pitched 1 2/3 innings of re-
lief, allowed four runs (three 
earned) on three hits, and 
two walks.

Hernandez gave North 
Mesquite the lead in the 
opening inning of the second 
game with a two-run double.

Smith put the Broncos 
on the scoreboard in the sec-
ond inning on Smith’s single 
that scored Ward.

The score stayed 2-1 un-
til the top of the sixth when 
Mikula’s ground out scored 
Jori Holland to tie the game. 
Hunt singled home Cope to 
put Lake out front, and Da-
vis’ double plated Hunt and 
Smith increase Lake’s lead 
to three, 5-2. They extended 
the lead to four in the top of 
the seven when a balk by 
Eric Hernandez scored Mi-
kulas.

Eric Hernandez’s bases-
clearing triple and Miguel 
Perez’s game-tying single 
forced the game into extra 
innings.

In the top of the ninth. 
Mikula’s broke the tie with 

a double that scored Ward. 
Colby Anthony’s single 
scored Mikulas to lift the 
score to 8-6.

The Stallions loaded 
the bases in the bottom of 
the ninth with a walk, single, 
and hit-by-pitch. Kellen 
Scarborough fanned Perez 
and induced a flyout by 
Damien Richardson to Ward 
to end the series.

Ward, Hunt, and Cam-
eron Bartz each had two 
hits in Lake’s 11-hit output. 
Mikulas and Davis each had 
two hits.

Maverik Maddux 
pitched 6 2/3 innings, al-
lowed six runs on six hits, 
hit two batters, struck out 
seven and walked two. Ely 
Vaughan pitched 1 2/3 in-
nings of relief for the win, al-
lowed one hit and one walk. 
Scarborough picked up the 
save, having pitched 2/3 in-
ning, hit a batter, and struck 
out one.

James Hernandez and 
Eric Hernandez each had 
two hits. 

Perez earned a no-
decision, pitched 6 2/3 in-
nings, allowed five runs 
(four earned) on eight hits, 
hit three batters, struck out 
10 and walked one. Eric 
Hernandez took the loss, 
pitched two innings, allowed 
three runs (two earned) on 
three hits, walked three, and 
walked three.

The Broncos will take 
on McKinney North in the 
UIL Class 5A-Division 1 
Region Semifinal at Alvara-
do. 

Game one will be 
Thursday at 7:30 pm, game 
two will be on Friday at 7 
pm, and game three, if nec-
essary, will be Saturday 
at 2 pm. The winner will 
take on the Frisco Reedy-
Midlothian series winner 
in the UIL Class 5A Divi-
sion I Region II final next 
week. Their series will be 
played Thursday and Fri-
day at Dallas Baptist Uni-
versity.

Baseball  -  From Page B1
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LEGALS

MCGUIRE TIRE
is looking to hire automotive tire/
lube tech. Apply in person 103 Lake 
Road in Belton, or 603 South First in 
Temple. Pay based on experience
TFN

THE TEXAS FACILITIES 
COMMISSION

 seeks a lease of approx. 5,074 SF 
of office space in Belton, Harker 
Heights, or Nolanville, TX for the 
Office of the Attorney General 
– Child Support Division (OAG-
CSD). Proposal deadline is June 10, 
2025. For details contact Samantha 
DeLeon at samantha.deleon@tfc.
texas.gov or go to https://www.
txsmartbuy.gov/esbd/303-6-20791.
05.15

TRIPLE NICKEL TOWING
Impounded motorcycle,
VIN JYARJ04EX1A018300. Vehicle 
came into 3700 Bacon Ranch Rd., 
Killeen, TX, 76542 from 12077 
SH 195, Killeen, TX, 76542 on 
05/05/2025 05.15, 05.29

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION - 

CIVIL
CAUSE NO. 25DCV353242

To 
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF J.Z. 
MILLER, JR. THE UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF MARY MILLER 
Greetings: 
You are hereby commanded to 
appear by filing a written answer 
to the PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL 
PETITION at or before 10 o’clock 
AM of the first Monday after the 
expiration of 42 days from the date 
of issuance of this Citation, the 
same being Monday, at or before 10 
o’clock AM, before the Honorable 
146th Judicial District Court, Bell 
County, Texas to be held at the Bell 
County District Courts Building in 
Belton, Texas. Said PLAINTIFF’S 
ORIGINAL PETITION was filed in 
said court on April 15, 2025. 
The file number of said suit being 
No. 25DCV353242. The names of 
the parties in said suit are: 
HEART O’ TEXAS COUNCIL 
OF THE BOY SCOUTS OF 
AMERICA VS. THE UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF J.Z. MILLER, JR.,THE 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF MARY 
MILLER 

The nature of said suit being substan-
tially as follows, to wit: 
This lawsuit concerns restrictions 
placed on the sale of real property 
located in Bell County, Texas, more 
particularly described below. In the 
deed transferring the property to 
Heart O’ Texas Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America in 1932, the trans-
feror put restrictions on the future 
transfer of the property that acts as 
a complete restraint on alienation. 
Plaintiff seeks a declaratory judg-
ment from the Court holding that 
such restrictions constitute a viola-
tion of Texas law. The property at 
issue is described by the following:
Beginning at the South West corner 
of a certain tract of land conveyed by 
J. D. Blair to Spencer and Culpepper 
by deed dated Dec. 2, 1851, and 
recorded in Book E, Page 272 Deed 
Records of Bell County, Texas, this 
point is located s. 19 W, 168 vrs 
from the South West corner of the 
Robt. Childers  Will Tract: Thence 
with the above tract S. 71 E. 67 vrs 
to corner on the West bank of Spring 
Branch; Thence N. 52, 30 E. 151.8 
vrs to point called for as a syca-
more stump on the West boundary 
of Branch; Thence S. 8  E. 50 vrs 
Thence N 65 E. 40 vrs; Thence N. 
10 W 13 vrs to corner in the South 
line of a tract from Blair to Blair and 
Barney by deed recorded in Book 
G. Page 710 Deed Records Bell 
County, Texas; Thence S. 71 E. 53 
vrs to stake or iron pin in the middle 
of Belton-Georgetown road; Thence 
with the middle of said road S. 25-30 
W. 176.4 vrs, S. 15-30 W. 488 vrs 
and S. 10 W. 360 vrs to the North 
side of gravel road; Thence E. 71 30 
W. with North side of road 326.3 vrs 
corner in E. L. Proctor and Pierce 
land; Thence N. 19  E. 607 vrs L. O. 
Stump, an Elm bears West 1 vara;  
Thence N. 71 W. 100 vrs; Thence N. 
19 E.100 vrs; Thence S.71 E. 40 vrs; 
Thence N 19 E. 92 vrs; Thence S. 71 
E. 60 vrs; Thence N. 19 E. 108 vrs 
to the
place of beginning containing.- Fifty 
(50) acres of land.
This was issued at the request 
of attorney: JAY B. NEWTON, 
BOURLAND WALL & WENZEL 
PC, 301 COMMERCE STREET 
SUITE 2500, FORT WORTH TX 
76102. 
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: You 
have been sued. You may employ 
an attorney. If you or your attorney 
do not file a written answer with 
the clerk who issued this citation by 

10:00 AM on Monday next follow-
ing the expiration of forty- two days 
after you were served this citation 
and petition, a default judgment may 
be taken against you. In addition 
to filing a written answer with the 
clerk, you may be required to make 
initial disclosures to the other par-
ties of this suit. These disclosures 
generally must be made no later than 
30 days after you file your answer 
with the clerk. Find out more at 
TexasLawHelp.org. 
Issued and given under my hand and 
seal of said Court at office in Belton, 
Texas, on April 28, 2025. 
Joanna Staton District Clerk 
Bell County, Texas, 1201 Huey 
Road, P.O. Box 909, Belton, Texas 
76513 
By: M Cortez, Deputy
05.01,05.08,05.15,05.22

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of 
DAVIS BURTON, Deceased, were 
issued on April 17, 2025, in Cause 
No. 25CPB00222, pending in the 
County Court-At-Law No: 1, Bell 
County, Texas, to: CHRISTINA 
BURTON. 
All persons having claims against 
this Estate which is currently being 
administered are 
required to present them to the 
undersigned within the time and in 
the manner prescribed by law. 
c/o: DEVON S. LINZY Attorney at 
Law, PO Box 428, TEMPLE, TX 
76503 
DATED the 6th day of May, 2025. 
DEVONS. LINZY Attorney 
for CHRISTINA BURTON, 
State Bar No.: 24086218, PO 
Box 428, TEMPLE, TX 
76503, Telephone: (254) 773-
1663 ,Facsimile: (254) 773-2574, 
Email: devon@linzythigpen.com
05.15

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION – 

CUSTODY
CAUSE NO. 25DFAM353069

 Greetings: You are hereby com-
manded to appear before the 478th 
judicial District Court, Bell County, 
Texas to be held at the Bell County 
District Courts Building in Belton, 
Texas, by filing a written answer 
to the SUIT AFFECTING THE 
PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP 
at or before 10:00 A.M. of the 
Monday next after the expiration 
of 20 days after the date of service 

hereof, a copy of which accompa-
nies this citation, in cause number 
25DFAM353069, styled In The 
Interest of Marquez filed in said 
court on April 9, 2025 and the nature 
of which suit is a request to Custody: 
Suit Affecting the Parent-Child 
Relationship. The court has authority 
in this suit to enter any judgement or 
decree in the child’s/children’s inter-
est which will be upon you, includ-
ing the termination of the parent-
child relationship, the determination 
of paternity and the appointment of a 
conservator with authority to consent 
to the child’s/children’s adoption. 
This was issued at the request of 
attorney: KACIE BIEBAS, PO BOX 
943, BELTON, TX 76513. NOTICE 
TO Defendant: You have been sued. 
You may employ an attorney. If you 
or your attorney do not file a written 
answer with the clerk who issued 
this citation by 10:00 am on Monday 
next following the expiration of 
twenty days after you were served 
this citation and petition, a default 
judgment may be taken against you. 
In addition to filing a written answer 
with the clerk, you may be required 
to make initial disclosures to the 
other parties of this suit. These dis-
closures generally must be made 
no later than 30 days after you file 
your answer with the clerk. Find out 
more at TexasLawHelp.org. Witness, 
Joanna Staton, District Clerk of Bell 
County, Texas. Issued and given 
under my hand and the seal of said 
Court at office in Belton, Texas 
on May 9th, 2025. Joanna Staton 
District Clerk, PO Box 909, 1201 
West Huey Road, Belton, Texas 
76513.
05.15

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION-

PARENT AND CHILD
To: Any Unknown Father and 
All Whom It May Concern, 
Respondents, in the hereinafter-
styled and -numbered cause: You 
have been sued. You may employ 
an attorney. If you or your attorney 
do not file a written answer with the 
clerk who issued this citation by 10 
a.m. on the Monday next following 
the expiration of 20 days after you 
were served this citation and petition, 
a default judgment may be taken 
against you. The Original Petition of 
the Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services, Petitioner, was 
filed in the 146th Judicial District 
Court of Bell County, Texas, on May 

LEGALS

Your home or land could be one 
of your largest investments. 

We would be honored to
 represent you in this important 

transaction. 

We KNOW Belton!
GoCov.com

(254) 939-3800 (254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
All Work Warrantied and Insured

50 Years Local Experience

Free Estimates

• Seamless Gutters • Seamless Gutters 

• Window Replacement• Window Replacement
• Custom Cabinets• Custom Cabinets

• Counter Tops• Counter Tops
• Window Screens• Window Screens

  RoofingRoofing    

EMPLOYMENT LEGALSLEGALS
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16, 2024, against Aimee Jacobs and 
Unknown Father, Respondent(s), 
numbered 24DFAM346331, and 
entitled “In the Interest of IRAGENE 
HAWKINS, minor child.” The suit 
requests to terminate the parent-child 
relationships and/or to appoint a 
managing conservator of the child. 
The date and place of birth of the 
child who is the subject of the suit 
is: IRAGENE HAWKINS, DOB: 
March 23, 2016, Place of birth: 
Texas 
The court has authority in this suit to 
render an order in the child’s interest 
that will be binding on you, includ-
ing the termination of the parent-
child relationship, the determination 
of paternity, and the appointment of a 
conservator with authority to consent 
to the child’s adoption. 
The name and address of the attor-
ney for plaintiff is Ryan Smith, Bell 
County Attorney’s Office, P.O. Box 
1127, Belton, TX 76513 
Issued and given under my hand and 
seal of the Court at Belton, Texas, 
this the 9th day of May, 2025  
Joanna Staton, District Clerk of Bell 
County, Texas 1201 Huey Road, P.O. 
Box 909, Belton, TX 76513 
By:  C. Rodriguez, Deputy
05.15

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS 
HAVING CLAIMS

AGAINST THE ESTATE OF 
MARGARETTA HANNAH, 

DECEASED
NOTICE is hereby given that origi-
nal Letters of Testamentary were 
issued on May 7,2025, in a pro-
ceeding styled Estate of Margaretta 
Hannah, Deceased, in Cause Number 
25CPB00260,
pending in the County Court at Law 
#1 of Bell County. Texas.
Claims may be presented in care 
of the attorney for the Independent 
Executor, addressed as fol-
lows: Jaward David Hannah, II 
Independent Executor of the Estate 
of Margaretta Hannah. Deceased
c / o B u r k R o b e r t s, Roberts 
&Roberts, L.L.P. 2501 East Elms 
Rd., Ste. A, Killeen, Texas 76542-
3023
All persons having claims against 
this estate, which is currently being 
administered, are
required to present them within the 

time and in the manner prescribed by 
law.
Signed on May 8, 2025.
Roberts &Roberts, L.L.P., Attorneys 
for Jaward David Hannah, II
By: Burk Roberts 05.15

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS 
HAVING CLAIMS

AGAINST THE ESTATE OF 
CLODENE GREER DECEASED
NOTICE is hereby given that origi-
nal Letters of Testamentary were 
issued on May 7,2025 in a pro-
ceeding styled Estate of Clodene 
Greer. Deceased, in Cause Number 
25CPB0016L pending in the County 
Court of Bell County, Texas. Claims 
may be presented in care of the attor-
ney for the Independent Executrix, 
addressed as follows: Tammy Lynn 
Mills Independent Executrix of the 
Estate of Clodene Greer. Deceased 
c/o Burk Roberts, Roberts &Roberts, 
L.L.P., 2501 East Elms Rd.. Ste. A, 
Killeen Texas 76542-3023
 All persons having claims against 
this estate, which is currently being 
administered, are required to present 
them within the time and in the man-
ner prescribed by law.
 Signed on May 8, 2025.
 Roberts &Roberts, L.L.P., Attorneys 
for Tammy Lynn Mills
By: Burk Roberts
05.15

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters of Testamentary for the Estate 
of JOHN 
WESLEY TARVER, JR., Deceased, 
were issued on May 1, 2025, in 
Cause No. 25CPB00219, 
pending in the County Court-At-
Law: Number one, Bell County, 
Texas, to: JUDITH  MARITZA 
TARVER. 
All persons having claims against 
this Estate which is currently being 
administered are  required to present 
them to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner prescribed by 
law. 
c/o: JAY R. BEATTY Attorney 
at Law, 3106 South W.S. 
Young Drive Building D, Suite 
401, KILLEEN, TX 76542 
DATED the 8th day of May 2025 
JAY R. BEATTY, State Bar No.: 
01992450, 3106 South W.S. Young 
Drive ,Building D, Suite 401, 

KILLEEN, TX 76542, Telephone: 
(254) 526-3024, Facsimile: (254) 
526-2545, 
E-mail: jbeatty@mbaattorneys.com 
Attorney for Judith Maritza Tarver
05.15

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of 
Robert Carroll
Bailey, Deceased, were issued 
on April 30, 2025, in Cause No. 
25CPB00178, pending in the
County Court-At-Law No: 1, Bell 
County, Texas, to: Kimala Wilson.
All persons having claims against 
this Estate which is currently being 
administered are
required to present them to the 
undersigned within the time and in 
the manner prescribed by law.
c/o: Kimala Wilson
5680 CR 142
Gatesville, Texas 76528
DATED the 7th day of May, 2025.
/s/ Chuck P. Stermer, Chuck P. 
Stermer, Attorney for Kimala 
Wilson, State Bar No.: 24094964,
619 E. Main St., Gatesville, Texas 
76528, Telephone: (254) 865-6003,
Facsimile: (254) 323-0070, Email: 
chuck.stermerlaw@gmail.com
05.15

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 25CPB00309

To: UNKNOWN HEIRS 
MARY CLAIRE CASTERLINE, 
Applicant, on May 07, 2025, filed 
an Application for Determination 
of Heirship and for Letters of 
Independent Administration in a pro-
ceeding styled: PATRICE MARIE 
MENDELSON, Deceased, and bear-
ing the number 25CPB00309 in the 
County Court of Bell County, Texas. 
The court will hear the aforesaid 
Application after the expiration of 
ten days, exclusive of the day of pub-
lication, from the date this citation 
is published which will be May 15, 
2025, in the County Court at Law 
#1 Courtroom, at the Bell County 
Justice Complex, 1201 Huey Road, 
in Belton, Texas. 
All persons interested in the afore-
said estate are commanded to appear 
at or before the time set for said 
hearing by filing a written contest 

or answer to said application should 
they desire to oppose or contest it. 
Said written contest or answer shall 
be filed in the office of Shelley 
Coston, County Clerk, Bell County, 
Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, Texas 
76513. 
The name and address of the attor-
ney for applicant is: JOHN ERIC 
STOEBNER,  2106 BIRD CREEK 
DRIVE, TEMPLE TX 76502 
The officer serving this Citation 
shall, in compliance with the Law, 
serve it by publication once in a 
newspaper of the general circula-
tion in this, the County in which the 
decedent last resided as required by 
Section 202.052 of the Texas Estate 
Code, for not less than ten days 
before the return day hereof, exclu-
sive of the day of publication, and 
the date of publication said newspa-
per bears shall be the day of publica-
tion. 
Issued and given under my hand and 
seal of said Court at office on May 
07, 2025. 
Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell 
County, Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 
Huey Road, 
Belton, TX 76513 
By: Lillian Phillips Deputy
05.15

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters Testamentary for the Estate 
of BRENDA K. LASLY, Deceased, 
were issued on May 7, 2025, in 
Cause No. 25CPB00273, pending in 
the
County Court at Law No. 1 of Bell 
County, Texas, to: CINDY KAY 
LEVINGSTON.
All persons having claims against 
this Estate which is currently being 
administered are required to present 
them to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner prescribed by 
law.
ESTATE OF BRENDA K. 
LASLY, c/o: CINDY KAY 
LEVINGSTON1,538 Clarence Rd,.
Temple, Texas 76501
DATED May 12, 2025.
KAREN M. VILLANUEVA, State 
Bar No.: 24102608,Telephone: (254) 
771-1855,Facsimile: (254) 771-2082, 
E-mail: karen@templelawoffice.com

LEGALSFOR SALE LEGALSLEGALS
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TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting the Take Me Home 
Program, aimed at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home 
after getting lost. The program is a database with photos and personal information to help 
police officers find someone who is lost or wandered away from home. Take Me Home is de-
signed for individuals who may need additional aid including those with Dementia, Autism or 
specific mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept confidential 
to first responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  
Read more about the program here: https://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.
php.
Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating suicide, press option 1 
for assistance with military/veteran population. 
Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home inva-
sion, abduction or domestic violence or physically incapable. Providing location, city name 
and nature of the emergency in the first message is imperative. For further education on this 
service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 
Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton 
Police Dept.  to join.
Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police 
and community partnerships. Apply online to be a part 
of this exciting program.
Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop 
scammers from stealing your money and personal information. Share the information with 
your loved ones & Slam the Scam! Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips. 
Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement 
Center, 4235 E. US HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays 6-8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers 
discuss and help each other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

Pistons on the Creek will meet every 3rd Friday 5:30 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Great Food, Live Music, and Awesome Rides. Come down to Nolan Creek 
and show off your ride, classic, modern, muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automo-
tive enthusiasts are welcome! Support our awesome downtown businesses 
and restaurants with some great atmosphere, music, food and drinks!

Bell Fine Arts. Visitors welcome Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at 306 E th Ave. Belton. Majong games are available every Monyday, 1:00  
p.m.to 4:00 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. For more informa-
tion text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets at 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays at the Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in 
Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in crochet.  All skill levels 
are welcome.  The CGOA is also welcoming teens ages 16 - 18 to participate 
during the summer months every Wednesday.  Since March members have 
been crocheting shawls to donate to local charities.  The donation is planned 
for the middle of June, 2024. For information email Betty Reichert at bet-
tyreichert@yahoo.com, or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.
com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of the Crochet Guild of 
America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America.  Visit 
www.crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the 
third Saturdays at 10:00 in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main. Join 
us to hear from local and state candidates and about important issues and 
events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 
10-month program focuses on three key elements: community awareness 
training, leadership training, and team building. Do you have someone ready 
to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to 
make that difference.  For more information on how to participate, contact 
the chamber at 254-939-3551 or e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

CERT Course Essential Emergency Preparedness Training. DATE 
SPAN: EVERY THURSDAY FOR 8 WEEKS. Dates: September 5, 12, 
19, 26 and October 3, 10,17, 24. Time: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Skills Day 
Oct. 26th, Saturday Time: 9:00am to 1:00pm. Location:.Harris Community 
Center, 401 N Alexander St., Belton. For more information visit allevents.in/
belton/cert-course.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activi-
ties Center presents Composting for the Homeowner: How and Where to use 
it in your Landscape&quot; on Thursday, September 5 from 6 to 7:30 P.M. 
at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights. 
Certified Master Gardener, Glenn Melton will discuss how you can make
compost from materials readily available at home. He will also discuss 
various uses of compost in landscape beds and you will learn how it bene-
fits the entire lawn or garden. Class Limit:  50 Please register at https://bit.
ly/4fbcXln. Registration opens on Thursday, August 15 at 8:00 a.m.. Please 
email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerheights.gov or call 254-953-5465 if 
you have any questions.

Soggy Doggy Day hosted by Belton Parks & Recreation. Pups help end the 
Splash Pad Season in Belton. Right after Harris Community Park’s Splash 
Pad closes to humans for the season, we fence it off and let dogs in! This 
year’s Soggy Doggy Day will be Saturday, September 7, 2024. Visit belton-
texas.gov for more information. 

Belton High School Class of 1974 will celebrate its 50th Class Reunion on 
Saturday, September 7, 2024 at Summers Mill Convention Center located 
at 7441 FM 1123 in Belton TX, begining at 6:00 p.m.  (The event is casual 
dress. Also, no open bar, BYOB.)  Invites and RSVPs will be mailed out the 
first week of June, with RSVPs to be returned no later than July 15th, please. 
Social Visit on Friday evening, Sept 6th prior to the Reunion, starting at 
6:00pm at Dead Fish Grille (the old Franks Lakeview Inn) located at 2207 
Lake Road in Belton. For more information, please feel free to call or text 
one of the following: Janis (Coufal) Anderson  (210) 391-3877, Rita Aguilar 
(512) 579-7406, or Cindy (Bounds) Gilleland (254) 931-2600.

40 Year High School Reunion Celebration! We are all so excited to cele-
brate with you on Saturday, September 7, 2024, 5:30 - 10:00 p.m.  *Doors 
open at 4:00 p.m.   You are welcome to come early at the Harris Commu-
nity Center, 401 N Alexander St in Belton. Dress is party casual (no shorts) 
Dinner will be fajitas with all the fixings and sides.  Catered by our very 
own, Tracy Johnson! Desserts will be provided as well. Entertainment will 
be towards the end of the evening. We will enjoy live music by our own very 
talented and gifted Classmates. This is a BYOB event with some restrictions. 
Feel free to bring your own beverages of choice. We will provide plenty of 
water and tea. In order to prepare, we are asking you to please send in your 
RSVP as soon as possible. Email us at BeltonTigers1984@gmail.com. All 
Classmates are welcome!  Please be sure to get in touch with old friends, 
and share with them.

Trump 2024 Boat Parade Lake Belton, Tx on September 7, 2024 at 3:00 
p.m., Belton Lake Dam. Boats arrive at 1:00 p.m. Grass roots community 
Trump support boat parade organized by local neighbors and boaters. All 
spectators and boaters are welcom. No registration and admission is free. 
The 2020 TRUMP Boat Parade on Lake Belton hosted 700 boats, with 
hundreds of spectators lining the route. This event will emphasize citizen 
political participatio, peaceful assembly and boating safety. Watch from the 
shore, display flags, wear brighly colored tees or decorate your boat and join 
us. For more information visit facebook.com/events/s/trump-2024-boat-pa-
rade-lake-be/1205318200821134/. 

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Rainwa-
ter Harvesting Barrel Workshop” on Saturday, September 7 from 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 
1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener’s Teri Marceau and 
Randy Thompson will be providing educational information on Rainwater 
Harvesting followed by a class on how to build your own rain barrel to take 
home after workshop. Class Limit: Rain Barrels (food grade) included with 
cost of class: 15 available (one barrel per family, 2 family members, age 
10 and up. Fee: $60. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, August 30 or when sold out.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) will meet both on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10th and Sept. 24th  at 6:30pm at the Temple VA Hospital. Use the 
entrance on the Valet parking side of the hospital and take the elevator to the 
5th floor -Conference Room 5G31. Both care-givers, supporters and those 
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suffering from mental illness are welcome to join us for mutual support and sharing of infor-
mation .  For more information, call 254-771-3638.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be holding its monthly evening Herb Study
Group on Thursday, September 12 at 6 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension 
Office, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. This month’s topic is “All About Thyme”. No registration 
required. Please plan to join us.

BATTLEGROUND EXPO @ SENDERO SHOOTING SPORTS, 3360 W Hwy 190, 
Belton, Texas, September 13 through September 15. This event will be FREE for ALL AGES! 
Special Guest(s), Cosplayers, Artists, Vendor Tables, Games, Prizes, Food Trucks, and more! 
A weekend-long event that you won’t want to miss!!! Guests and more info TBA soon! We 
are currently accepting Vendor Table Reservations, as well as Sponsorships for the event.
For details visit: https://battlegroundcollectibles.com/expo/.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on Workshop
“Propagation-Creating New Plants for Free” on Saturday, September 14 from A.M. 12
at P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main
St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener Dave Slaughter will provide you with an
understanding of how plants grow and reproduce and using that information to create
new plants. The educational class will focus on multiple propagation techniques such
as stem and leaf cutting, layering, division and much more. Class Limit: 25. Fee: $25. Regis-
ter at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 6 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be conducting a free “Iris Swap” on Tues-
day, September 17 from 11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA
Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. You are invited to bring Iris bulbs from your
home to share or stop by and get some Iris’ to get started. Hope to see you at the Iris
Swap.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activities Center 
presents “Vegetable Gardening in Central Texas” on Tuesday, September 17, from 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights.  Certified 
Master Gardener, Dave Slaughter will discuss the challenges and opportunities of vegetable 
gardening in Central Texas plus a conversation discussion the difference of spring and fall 
vegetable gardening. Class Limit: 50. Please register at https://bit.ly/4g1dRBm. Registration 
opens on Thursday, August 27 at 8:00 a.m. Please email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerhe-
ights.gov  or call 254-953-5465 if you have any questions.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving
Workshop” on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife
Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master
Gardener, Tracy Brown will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save
you money! You will also get an opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring
your work gloves and come learn how to save seeds. Class Limit: 24, Fee: $20. Register at 
bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving Workshop” 
on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, 
BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener, Tracy Brown 
will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save you money! You will also get an 
opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring your work gloves and come learn how 
to save seeds. Class Limit: 24 Fee: $20. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

8th Annual Belton’s Bacon, Blues, & Brews Festival! Featuring Live Entertainment, Art & 
Craft Vendors, Adult Beverages, Pig Calling Contest, and a Bacon Cook-Off Between Local 
Food Trucks. Friday, Sept 27th: 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm and Sat,. Sept 28th: 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Downtown Belton: 101 E Central Ave. LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY The Damn Topedoes - 
Tom Petty Tribute Band ZZ TEX - ZZ Top Tribute Band Seger System - Ultimate Bob Seger 
Tribute Band. 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s Bell County on Saturday, October 5, Belton and surrounding area 
residents will join the fight against Alzheimer’s at the This year’s Walk will be held at Liberty 
Park at 700 Veteran’s Way Dr. in Belton, with the ceremony beginning at 9.a.m. As one of 75 
chapters of the Alzheimer’s Association, the Capital of Texas Chapter provides information, 
education and support to people with Alzheimer’s and other dementias, their families and 
caregivers. For more information, visit alz.org/texascapital.

2nd Annual Lions on the Leon on Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Join the 
fun at 1502 Park Avenue, Belton for the Wacky Boat Race and Captain “D” Dash Fun Run/
Walk. To sign up and for more information visit beltonlionsclub.com.

 J.A.I.L. Ministry Banquet scheduled for Thursday, October 10:00, 2024,, 6:00 p.m., at 
Cadence Bank Center in Belton, Tx.with Guest Speaker, Byron R. Johnson. Byron Johnson 
is Distinguished Professor of the Social Sciences at Baylor University and is the founding 
director of the Baylor Institute for Studies of Religion (ISR). He is the author of more than 
200 journal articles, monographs, and books. He is recognized as a leading authority on the 
scientific study of religion, the efficacy of faith-based organizations, and criminal justice. The 
event will highlight the ministry’s 2024 accomplishments and its impact on the Bell County 
Justice System. Sponsorships and tickets to the banquet are available by visiting www.jailm-
in.org/banquet.

Community Information
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TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopti ng the Take Me Home Program, aimed 
at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home aft er getti  ng lost. The program is a 
database with photos and personal informati on to help police offi  cers fi nd someone who is lost or wandered 
away from home. Take Me Home is designed for individuals who may need additi onal aid including those 
with Dementi a, Auti sm or specifi c mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept 
confi denti al to fi rst responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  Read 
more about the program here: htt ps://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.php.

Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplati ng suicide, press opti on 1 for assistance 
with military/veteran populati on. 

Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home invasion, abducti on or 
domesti c violence or physically incapable. Providing locati on, city name and nature of the emergency in the 
fi rst message is imperati ve. For further educati on on this service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 

Citi zens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton Police Dept. to join.

Belton Citi zens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police and community partnerships. Apply 
online to be a part of this exciti ng program.

Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop scammers from 
stealing your money and personal informati on. Share the informati on with your loved ones & Slam the Scam! 
Visit ssa.gov/scam for ti ps. 

Dementi a/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement Center, 4235 E. US 
HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Join us for acti viti es while caregivers discuss and help each 
other during this diffi  cult ti me. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

The Cultural Activities Center in Temple has announced lineups for its two premier 
music series, and visiting bands will include Los Lonely Boys, Asleep at the Wheel 
and the wildly popular Shinyribs. 2025 will usher in new music in both the Texas 
Music Series and the Central Texas Orchestral Society’s Classical Music Series. Some 
old friends will be making return engagements in Temple, and many new performers 
also will be playing the CAC stage. For more information, please visit https://www.
cacarts.org/events. Be on the lookout for the full 2025 Texas Music Series lineup in 
next weeks edition of the newspaper.

Here’s a look at the 2025 Texas Music Series:
SHAWN COLVIN — May 16 
In the 30 years since the release of her debut album, Colvin has won three Grammy Awards, 
released 13 albums, written a critically-acclaimed memoir, maintained a non-stop national 
and international touring schedule, appeared on countless TV and radio shows, had her 
songs featured in major movies, and created a remarkable canon of work.

RUTHIE FOSTER JAZZ BAND — July 12  
With fi ve Grammy nominations to her name, Ruthie Foster stands as a testament to the 
power of authenticity and resilience in music. Her soulful melodies, heartfelt lyrics and an 
unwavering commitment to her art inspire audiences and fellow musicians as she continues 
to carve a path uniquely her own.

AN CLIBURN FINALIST CLAYTON STEPHENSON — Oct. 18  
American pianist Clayton Stephenson’s love for music is immediately apparent in his joy-
ous charisma onstage, expressive power and natural ease at the instrument.

ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL — Nov. 8
Founded in 1970, Asleep at the Wheel has been part of the American roots music landscape 
for more than 50 years. 

SHINYRIBS — Dec. 6
Shinyribs, a regular visitor to the CAC, defi es genres as a melting pot of Texas blues, New 
Orleans funk, horn-driven Memphis soul, country twang, border music, big band swing and 
roots-rock. The 2025 CTOS Classic Music Series includes four big shows.

Bell County Master Gardners - May 15
The Bell County Master Gardeners Association will be hosting our free monthly sem-
inar on Thursday, May 15th, 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., at the BCMGA Learning Center, 
1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certifi ed Master Gardeners Jan George, Carol
Morisset, and Annette Schubert take you through caring for and propagating succulents 
for gardens in your garden and in containers. Class Limit: 60. Please Register at bcm-
gaspeakers@gmail.com by May 13 th to secure your spot. Registration is not required 
but is desired to ensure we have enough materials and seats available.

Bell County Master Gardners - May 21
The Bell County Master Gardener and the Harker Heights Activities Center presents 
“Gardening with Herbs” on Tuesday, May 21st from 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at the 
Harker Heights Activity Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights. Come learn from 
Certifi ed Master Gardener, Sylvia Meadgen, what is an herb; planting the various types 
of herbs; benefi ts of herbs; uses for herbs; pests and diseases; and harvesting your 
herbs. Sylvia’s personal experience in growing and using herbs in your garden and on 
your plate. Class Limit: 50. Please register at https://bit.ly/3DRcaID.

MPR Explorers - May 29
The MPR Explorers (sponsored by the Mary Ruth Briggs Library) is holding their 
monthly “Conversation over Coffee” with Nayda Santana, MPR Government Rela-
tions & Procurement Director, on Thursday, May 29 from 9 am to Noon at the Garrett 
and Mic Hill Event Center (60 Morgan’s Point Road).

Wilhite Family Reunion - June 7
The descendants and families of George Albert Wilhite and Frances Jane Martin 
Wilhite will hold a family reunion from 11am to 4pm, Saturday, June 7, at the Belton 
Church of Christ, 3003 N. Main St. in Belton.  Attendees are asked to bring a covered 
dish for lunch.  For information call Cindy Bounds Gilleland at 254-939-6761.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) will meet both on TUESDAY, May 
27th at 6:30pm at the Temple VA Hospital.   Use the entrance on the Valet parking side 
of the hospital and take the elevator to the 5th fl oor -Conference Room 5G31. Both 
care-givers, supporters and those suffering from mental illness are welcome to join us 
for mutual support and sharing of information .  For more information, call 254-771-
3638.

Aspen Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteers Needed Listed here are many ways 
you can help make a difference for our hospice patients. You can provide companion-
ship, listen to music, read, reminisce, play games, cards, checkers, paint nails, apply 
makeup, curl hair or take them on walks. Please visit aspenhealthcare.net or call 512-
856-5668 for more information.

Young’s Daughters Funeral Home Dementia/Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support 
Group occurs weekly on Fridays from 6-7 p.m. This group allows your loved ones 
to join. Loved ones will be doing activities while the group of caregivers are joining 
together to better understand and learn tips and tricks for daily life. Young’s Daughters 
Funeral and Bereavement Center is located at 4235 East Hwy 190 in Temple.

Bell County Historical Commission holds their meetings on the fourth Monday of 
every month at 6 p.m. in the historical Bell County Court House, 101 E. Central Ave in 
Belton. Join us in our vision of preserving and promoting Bell County’s rich historical 
heritage for current and future generations. We are dedicated to initiating and conduct-
ing programs that preserve and celebrate the county’s historic cultural resources in 
alignment with state laws governing historical preservation in Texas. Our community 
resources consist of a research room, book repository, cemetery information, historical 
markers and monument records. Our services include information on historic preser-
vation, educational programming, history community outreach and partnerships. We 
welcome you to come join other history minded folks and get involved by serving on 
one of our committees that consist of preservation, cemetery, markers and education. 
To volunteer or for more information  please visit historicalcommission@bellcounty.
texas.gov, call 254-933-5917 or go by their offi ce located in the historic Bell County 
Courthouse, 101 E. Central Ave., RM 117.

Pistons on the Creek will meet every third Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Come 
down to Nolan Creek and show off your rides. From classic to modern, muscle, rat rod, 
exotic, all automotive enthusiasts are welcome. Support our awesome downtown busi-
nesses and restaurants surrounded by live music, food, drinks and a great atmosphere.

Activities & EventsActivities & EventsLoc
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Bell Fine Arts Visitors welcome Wednesday’s from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 306 E 5th Ave in Belton. Majong 
games are available every Monday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. For more 
information text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Wednesdays at the 
Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in 
crochet. All skill levels are welcome. For information email Betty Reichert at bettyreichert@yahoo.com 
or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of 
the Crochet Guild of America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America. Visit www.
crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the third Saturday of each 
month at 10 a.m. in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main in Belton. Join us to hear from local and 
state candidates and about important issues and events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 10-month program focuses 
on three key elements: community awareness training, leadership training, and team building. Do you 
have someone ready to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to make that 
difference. For more information on how to participate, contact the chamber at 254-939-3551 or e-mail at 
info@beltonchamber.com.

Engage & Empower with BISD Belton ISD believes the learning experiences of our students are 
enhanced through the engagement of our community. We invite parents and community members to get 
involved in our schools. Register as a volunteer with our new volunteer and partnership system at the 
following link: https://beltonisd.ezcommunicator.net/edu/beltonisd/login_form.aspx?app=0. 

Temple-Belton Ladies Lion Club Meeting Second and Fourth Monday of every month at 6:30 pm at the 
Belton V.F.W., 2311 S. Pearl St., Belton.

Community InformationCommunity Information

NOW OPEN

"To join or for more information, please call: 
Mary Pringle (760)265-5035 or email at: pringlem@msn.com.

Visit the website: www.bellcountynewcomers.com."

Newcomers Club Activities

CAC announces 2025 concert lineups

MAY
05/15: Nonfi ction Book Club; 42 
Dominoes
05/16: Trailblazers Walking Group
05/17: Exploring Wines
05/19: Well-Read Women; Snack Time 
Mahjong
05/20: Bunco

05/21: Popcorn Bridge
05/22: 42 Dominoes
05/26: Monday Canasta
05/27: Singing Bluebonnets
05/28: Crochet and Knit; Fun Lunch
05/29: 42 Dominoes
05/31: Jimmy’s Egg

06/02: Chat N Canasta
06/03: Footloose Singles
06/04: Monthly Luncheon, 
Popcorn Bridge
06/05: 42 Dominoes
06/09: Bookworms
06/12: 42 Dominoes
06/13: TGIF
06/14: Couples Night Out
06/16: Snack time Mahjong

06/17: Bunco
06/18: Popcorn Bridge
06/19: 42 Dominoes; Nonfi ction Book 
Club
06/20: Trailblazers Walking Group
06/23: Well-read Women; Monday 
Canasta
06/25: Crochet And Knit; Fun Lunch
06/26: 42 Dominoes
06/28: Jimmy’s Egg

JUNE
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GARAGE
5225 SOUTH 31ST S TREET 

T EMPLE , T EXAS 76502
774-7510

 General Auto Repair & 

Maintenance

Adrian’s

2101 W. AVENUE M • TEMPLE, TEXAS 76504

STAAS PLUMBING COMPANY, INC.
REPUTATION BUILT ON SERVICE

KEN STAAS
778-2575

M-12173

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 
Motorcycles • Forklifts • Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 
Motorcycles • Forklifts • Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

 Jerry Graves TACLA21562E 
310 E. Central Ave.• 254-877-2628

7604 WOODWAY DR. WACO - 254-772-8042
www.airctrl.com

5515 TAYLORS VALLEY RD. TEMPLE - 254-933-8030

Financing & Trade-Ins Available

Texas State License: TACLA13736C (Temple) & TACLA23614C (Waco)

6173 W. Adams Ave. • Ste. C-201 • Temple, TX 
templeattorney@sbcglobal.net • www.popelkalaw.com

Drew Popelka
 Attorney - CPA

Popelka Law Firm, PLLC

today, tomorrow, the future

Residential & Commercial

1200 East FM 2410 • Harker Heights

(254) 698-8751 • 939-5665

Readers
Choice

M-36617

For All 
Your 

Plumbing 
Needs• Commercial/Residential

• New Construction & Remodels
• Sewer lines & Camera Services

NAGY
PLUMBING

254-760-9334 Frank Turner, Jr. & Employees

MONTEITH
Abstract &Title Co.
Home Owned Since 1876

106 South East St. • 939-5791

PRAYER.

LOVE.

ACCEPTANCE.

GRACE.

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

Mc Gregor Welding Supply Co
Welding Equipment and Supplies

110 S. Wheat Rd. Belton TX 76513
(254) 933-9353

Mon - Fri: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 7:30 am - 12:00 pm

Norman
Building

Materials

939-5132

1010 S. Main St. • Belton

FAMILY OWNED 
AND OPERATED 

SINCE 1945

774.5500 | Belton | extracobanks.com

I-35 Exit 294B   |   778-4285
www.DonRingler.com

BELTON/MORGAN’S       
POINT RESORT

Agape Christian Center 
321 N. Penelope ~ 254.939.WORD

Anchor of Hope Fellowship
5700 F.M. 439 ~ 254.721.6514

Belton Christian Church
9425 W FM ~ 436 254.939.1172

Belton Church of Christ
3003 N. Main ~ 254.939.1816

Belton Church of God in Christ
1122 W. 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.1697

Belton First Assembly of God 
500 S. IH-35 ~ 254.933.2803

Belton Lighthouse 
1001 NE Loop 121 ~ 254.654.7278

Belton Nazarene Church
1701 Sparta Rd ~ 254.939.3404

Bethel A.M.E. Church 
401 S. Davis St. ~ 254.939.6090

Central Texas Cathedral Worship 
Center
700 S. Main Street ~ 254.831.3064

Christ Bible Baptist Church
1590 Jack Rabbit Rd ~ 254.939.9247

Christ the King Catholic Church
310 E. 24th Ave. ~ 254.939.0806

Christian Tabernacle Church              
Apostolic UPC 
1010 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.3464

Cornerstone Community Church 
5081 Dog Ridge Rd ~ 254.721.8250

Crossroads Church 
500 South I-35 ~ 254.939.2122

Dominion Life Chapel 
105 Green Briar St. ~ 254.563.0472

Elm Grove Baptist Church
6388 Elm Grove Rd. ~ 254.933.8127

Family Gospel Church 
2210 Holland Rd. ~ 254.721.0707

Fellowship Baptist Church
2025 Morgan’s Point Rd ~ 254.780.2388

First Baptist Church Belton
506 N. Main St. ~ 254.933.3391

First Christian Church of Belton
306 E. Fifth Ave. ~ 254.654.5096

1st Christian Church of Temple
300 N 5th St ~ (254) 773-9061

First Mexican Baptist Church
703 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.6900

First Presbyterian Church of Belton 
2500 Church Street ~ 254.939.2115

First United Methodist Church           
205 E. 3rd Ave. ~ 254.939.5703

Free Pentecostal Church of Jesus
1111 Cacti Lane ~ 254.933.8201

Freedom Bible Fellowship                  
3087 W. Ave. D ~ 254.933-3310

Holy Temple of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
of the Apostolic Faith, Inc. 
519 S. Pearl St. ~ 254.613.4591

Hope Community Church
507 Mitchell St. ~ 254.933.8222

Hope Tabernacle
202 E. 1st Ave. ~ 254.933.8222

Iglesia de Cristo
3303 N. Main ~ 254.939.6910

Immanuel Prince of Peace                   
Lutheran Church 
1215 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.0824

Keys Valley Baptist Church
4393 W. US Hwy. 190 ~ 254.939.1650

Lakeview Baptist Church
7717 N Hwy. 317 ~ 254.780.1884

Liberty Church
302 E. Central Ave. ~ 254.933.7107

Liberty in Christ Church
2520 N. Main ~ 254.939.3337

Miller Heights Baptist Church
1400 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.1835

Ministerios Vida
2020 S. IH-35 ~ 254.624.8015

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
218 Alexander St. ~ 254.939.5621

New Life Fellowship 
706 E. 4th. ~ 254.939.8011

Nolan Valley Baptist Church
13206 W. FM 93~ 254.721.5998

Pentecostal Church of  Jesus Christ
117 N. Birdwell St. ~ 254.939.0822

Redeemer Reformed  Baptist Church
505 E. Ave C. www.RRBC1689.com

Redeemer Reformed Baptist Church
2378 FM 1670 ~ 254.939.6446

Temple Vision de lo Alto
4357 Orchard Hill ~ 254.563.1231

Trinity Full Gospel 
810 East 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.7673

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
Bell County
1726 Morgan’s Point Rd. ~ 254.778.8034

TEMPLE

Christ Episcopal Church and School 
300 N. Main St. ~ 254.773.1657

Christian Life Church 
4343 West FM 93 ~ 254.939.2626

Covenant Lutheran Church
4202 Hickory Rd. ~ 254.733.7718

First Baptist Church Temple
8015 West Adams Ave. ~ 254.773.6866

First Methodist Church Temple, GMC
102 N. 2nd Temple. TX ~ 254.773.7992

First Presbyterian Church Temple
12 West French ~ 254.773.3407

Foundation Church
10751 W. Adams ~ 254.780.9673

Grace Baptist Church 
740 Jayline Drive ~ 254.773.1401

Grace Comm. Primitive Baptist Church
3111 N. 3rd St ~ 254.774.8192

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S 57th ~ 254.773.2134

Harvest Church 
2501 General Bruce Dr. ~ 254.780.3566

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2109 W. Ave H ~ 254.773.3898

Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd. ~ 254.939.0682

New Hope Church  of God
2005 W. Ave D., Suite D. ~ 254.742.2181

St. Francis Episcopal Church & School 
5001 Hickory ~ 254.733.4255

St. Luke’s Catholic Church
2807 Oakdale Dr. ~ 254.773.1561

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
1018 S 7th St. ~254.773.4541

Taylors Valley Baptist Church            
2497 W. FM 93 ~ 254.939.0503

Temple Bible Church 
3205 Oakview Drive ~ 254.778.3233

Temple First Church of the Nazarene
5000 S. 31st ~ 254.773.3744

The Redeemed Christian Church of 
God Salvation Center 
405 Van Dyke Drive, Suite 403A ~ 469-
348-1475

Unity Church of Temple 
318 N. 2nd ~ 254.770.0070

Vineyard Christian Fellowship
7425 W Adams Ave. ~ 254.778.2802

Vista Community Church
7051 Stonehollow Dr.  ~ 254.774.7992

Wildwood Baptist Church
5195 Cedar Creek Rd. ~ 254.773.3177

SURROUNDING AREA

Central Union Church of Christ         
Nolanville
100 W. Avenue G ~ 254-698-0313

Little River United Methodist Church 
104 N Kings Tr. ~ 254.982.4767

Little Rivers Freedom Road Fellowship 
1406 W. Church St. ~ 512.595.1886

New Life Methodist Church (Salado 
Middle School)
1169 Williams Rd. ~ 254.493.8482

Salado United Methodist Church 
650 Royal St. ~ 254.947.5482  

From Resentment to Respect

 The other day, I 
was chatting with an ac-
quaintance about a local 
political issue. He refer-
enced someone’s stance 
but quickly dismissed it, 
saying, “What does he 
know? He’s a jerk!”

That struck me. I 
asked, “What makes 
him a jerk? How well do 
you know him?” After 
a pause, he admitted he 
didn’t know him at all, 
only by reputation.

That moment got 
me thinking about how 
often we prejudge oth-
ers without truly know-
ing them. I’ve certainly 
been guilty of it myself. 
One experience stands 
out from my days at 

Temple High School.
I had always strug-

gled with math, and Al-
gebra II was my neme-
sis. I fl unked the class, 
and to graduate, I had 
to retake it in summer 
school. Unfortunately, I 
found myself back un-
der the instruction of the 
same teacher who had 
failed me the fi rst time, 
Miss Welch.

She seemed ancient 
to me back then (though 
in reality, she was prob-
ably younger than I am 
now!). The idea of hav-
ing her again fi lled me 
with dread, and I recall 
venting to a friend, “I 
hate her!”

Determined to pass, 
I tried my best, but by 
the end of the fi rst week, 
I was already lost. I gave 
up, convinced I was des-
tined to be a high school 
dropout. My half-heart-
ed assignments made it 
clear I had checked out.

One day, after class, 
Miss Welch asked me 
to stay behind. She saw 
what was happening and 

offered an incredible 
deal: if I stayed an ex-
tra hour or so after each 
class, she would stay too 
and walk me through the 
material.

I agreed, and with 
her patience and guid-
ance, I fi nally started to 
understand algebra. She 
went above and beyond, 
dedicating her own time 
to help a student who 
had not only failed, but 
had outright resented 
her.

How wrong I had 
been about her! She was 
far from the rigid, uncar-
ing teacher I had imag-
ined, she was compas-
sionate, committed, and 
deeply invested in my 
success. By the end of 
summer school, she had 
completely transformed 
in my eyes, going from 
my least favorite teacher 
to one I deeply appreci-
ated and respected.

That experience 
taught me a powerful 
lesson: prejudging peo-
ple based on appear-
ances, reputation, or 

shallow impressions can 
lead to serious misun-
derstandings. Assump-
tions breed mistrust, un-
necessary confl ict, and 
even exclusion.

The Bible warns 
against this. James 2:1-
4 speaks against favor-
itism based on wealth 
or appearance, remind-
ing us that discrimina-
tion is unjust in God’s 
eyes. Mother Teresa’s 
words resonate deep-
ly: “If you judge peo-
ple, you have no time to 
love them.” You could 
easily swap “love them” 
for “understand them,” 
“appreciate them,” or 
“learn from them.”

So, the next time 
you fi nd yourself making 
a snap judgment about 
someone you don’t tru-
ly know, pause. Give 
them a chance. Or as 
Rosa Jordan wisely put 
it: “Prejudging people 
is the same as closing a 
book before you’ve read 
it.” Let’s all keep read-
ing, my dear friends!

John C. Perry
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EditorialEditorial
Unused Resources

Several years ago, I hired a profes-
sional organizer. I’m not like all you per-
fectly left-brained, linear thinkers who have 
a place for everything and can find anything 
you want at a moment’s notice. I’m more of 
piles and stacks kind of organizer. So, a few 
years back, I saved up my Christmas and 
birthday money and got some help. 

 It proved to be the bargain of the cen-
tury for me. My new friend didn’t just help 
me stack things in boxes to hide in my ga-
rage. She talked to me, learned about my 
personality, and tried to figure out what or-
ganizing system would work for me. 

 For example, drawers don’t work for 
me. In my brain, if I can’t see it, it doesn’t 
exist. 

Our conversation went something like 
this: 

Her: How do you find stuff? 
Me: I dig through my piles until I find 

it. 
Her: Why don’t you use folders? 

Me: I always put stuff in the wrong 
folder. Plus, I can’t make the folders stand 
up like they’re supposed to.

Her: Have you tried hanging folders?
Me: I loathe hanging folders. Stuff 

gets in between, where there’s not an actual 
folder, and slides to the bottom, and I never 
see it again. 

I was a challenge for her. But together, 
we came up with a plan that actually helped 
me. My stacks are smaller now, anyway.

One of the best things she taught me 
was to move all my handwritten addresses 
from my spiral-bound, polka-dotted address 
book to my computer. I’d had this program 
for years but never took the time to learn it. 
It had been there, waiting to be accessed, 
while I scrambled through that little alpha-
betized address book with all its mark-outs 
and changes, where things weren’t really al-
phabetized because how do you really keep 
things in ABC order in one of those books? 
“I’m sorry, Mr. Abdo. I can’t add your 

name here. Mr. Applebaum is already in the 
system, and there’s no room.” Every time 
somebody moves or gets married, you’ve 
gotta buy a new book. It’s a nightmare. 

With my computer’s address book, 
there are no scratch outs. I just click on that 
person’s name and edit the information. I 
don’t even have to add new contacts in or-
der. The computer automatically alphabet-
izes it for me. 

I’d had that computer address book 
available to me for years before I actually 
used it. There’s no telling how many wasted 
hours I spent, plodding through my little 
spiral scratch-out system, stressing because 
I couldn’t find what I needed, when the per-
fect solution was right there.

God’s Word is like that. It’s filled with 
all the tools we need. His promises are like 
coupons we can cash in. 

Feeling stressed or anxious? We can 
find peace in His Word. Confused? Per-
plexed? In James 1, He promised wisdom 

to anyone who asks. 
The more we study God’s Word and 

apply it to our lives, the smoother our paths 
will be. Not that our lives will be perfect. 
But The Bible contains the tools we need to 
navigate our trouble spots. 

Often, I treat God’s Word like I treated 
my computer’s contact program. I know it’s 
there, but I don’t use it. I muddle through 
life with my piles and stacks, stressed out 
and bogged down.

Starting now, I will be more efficient 
with my life. I’ll read God’s Word, search 
out His promises, and cash them in. After 
all, what good is it to have such a perfect re-
source available if we never actually use it?

“He is a faithful God, who keeps His 
promise and is merciful to thousands of 
generations of those who love Him and 

obey His commands,”  
Deuteronomy 7:9.

Coffee Talk • Renae Brumbaugh Green

Shop the Insanity • Darren Blair
For many, summer is a season for 

fun, frolic, festivals, and a great many 
other things.

 (How many other summer-related 
words can you think of that start with 

the letter “F”, kids?)
However, there are those for whom 

summer will bring upheaval. 
You see, in the United States most 

school districts and even many colleges 
don’t have classes for a 2 – 3 month peri-
od during summer. As a result, summer is 
a major period of time for people to relo-
cate. This could be a younger individual 
going off to college, someone taking a 
job transfer (the United States military, 
in particular, usually prioritizes issuing 
transfer reassignments for the summer 
months), or even a person looking to start 
fresh in another city. Either way, moving 
is more than just getting on the highway 
and driving for a while. 

Yes, people will need to arrange for 

lodging during their travels and an actual 
residence upon arrival. Some people are 
fortunate enough to be able to arrange 
everything well before they head on out, 
or at least have begun the process; many 
US military bases, for example, provide 
on-base housing that a person can apply 
for. Others have to figure things out as 
they go.

Then of course there’s the logistics 
of it all. There’s the process of sorting 
through what physical goods (like furni-
ture, clothing, entertainment media, and 
toys) that will be going on the next leg 
of life’s journey and which will be di-
vested. There’s the process of determin-
ing whether to hire a moving company or 
to attempt the move oneself. There’s the 
process of carefully managing one’s food 
stores to ensure that little beyond snacks 
and such will be left to transport given 
the risk of spoilage. Et cetera. 

But the most difficult part of moving 

is often the mental and emotional part. 
This is where people rip up whatever 
metaphorical roots they’ve laid down, 
say goodbye to those they know and 
love, and leave the familiar in the rear-
view mirror as they head off to a largely 
unknown locale. Children and those who 
are neurodivergent will be especially af-
fected by this and may have a particu-
larly hard time adjusting. For those who 
have never experienced the sensation of 
doing any of this, fire up Phil Collins’ 
“We Said Hello Goodbye”. 

For those who are in this situation, 
time does march on. And it has marched 
on in more ways than one… especially 
when it comes to technology. Email, so-
cial media, and voice over internet al-
low us to keep in contact with people 
no matter how far apart we are. Apps 
and websites like iHeart and TuneIn al-
low us to stream radio stations from far 
distant places, allowing us to learn more 

about other regions while helping us stay 
grounded to where we’ve been. Individu-
al television stations often have apps and 
websites of their own, allowing for the 
same level of connection, and sites like 
Wikipedia often have lists of radio and 
television stations in a given region we 
can use when we look for and through 
these apps. Many newspapers now offer 
digital subscriptions. And so forth.

These advances won’t entirely re-
move the pain, but they can help make 
it a little easier while also helping to 
make the destination a little less mysteri-
ous and scary. And parents, while sorting 
things out, try to ensure that your kids 
will carry a few favorite things with them 
on the trip as a comfort and to help them 
establish the new normal once they ar-
rive. 

Trust me folks, I know a little about 
all of this…

A Moving Summer

$10.00 OFF

12-31-23

$120 $122 $213 A/S $144 $209MXT $322
SEE STORE FOR MORE INFO

$241 $228 A/S $135 AT2 $227 $260 AT52 $270

!TIRE SALE!!TIRE SALE!

12-31-23 12-31-23 12-30-23

• Alignment
• Brake Service

(Most Vehicles)

RSA$138 EDGE AT $224  MXT $350 A/S $146

ASK FOR 
REBATES

AH5  $125  LS2  $210

Alenza $245 LE3 $219 M/S $135
LT254/75/17
AT2 $247 AT4 $250 AT52 $262

$10.00 OFF

04-30-24

225/65R17
Assurance A/S 

$195

LT245/75R17 
ATX $215 Edge at $225 A/S $156

LS2 $215
MXT $345

SEE STORE FOR MORE INFO

$245 HL LE3 $228
Ascend Tours

235/60R17
$165

LT265/70R17E
Transforce $260 $260 AT52 $270

!TIRE SALE!!TIRE SALE!

04-30-24 04-30-24 04-30-24

• Alignment
• Brake Service

(Most Vehicles)

PRICES!

• Mobile Tire Service

$10.00 OFF

12-31-24

$120

77th Anniversary Sale!!77th Anniversary Sale!!

12-31-24 12-31-24 12-31-24

Call for PRICE!

$10.00 OFF

12-31-23

$120 $122 $213 A/S $144 $209MXT $322
SEE STORE FOR MORE INFO

$241 $228 A/S $135 AT2 $227 $260 AT52 $270

!TIRE SALE!!TIRE SALE!

12-31-23 12-31-23 12-30-23

• Alignment
• Brake Service

(Most Vehicles)

$126 AT $214  $350 A/S $146  LS2  $210

$245 LE3$215 M/S $135 AT2 $245 $280 AT52 $262

ASK FOR 
REBATES

$10.00 OFF

12-31-2512-31-25 12-31-25 12-31-25

TOOL BOXES

• Oil Changes • Alignments • Batteries • Lift Kits • Front End Repair • Shocks/Struts
• Wheels • Truck Accessories • Mobile Tire Service • Nitrogen Inflation • Lawn/ATV Tires

• Nationwide Road Hazard • Off Road Sealer • Truck Tire Retreading • Farm/Construction Tires

HUGE TIRE SALEHUGE TIRE SALE

SOME SEE A 
BUSINESS,

WE SEE THE 
PERSON 

BEHIND IT

Your business is unique, and so are your needs. 
At Extraco, we like to treat you and your 

business to a personal banking experience, 
like a community bank should.

Commercial Lending

Business Bonus Banking

Commercial Insurance

To see how Extraco can help your business, contact a commercial banker at 254.774.5500 or visit extracobanks.com.

Extraco Banks is a Member FDIC. 
INSURANCE PRODUCTS ARE NOT DEPOSITS, NOT INSURED BY THE FDIC OR ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY, NOT GUARANTEED BY 
EXTRACO BANKS OR ITS AFFILIATES, AND MAY GO DOWN IN VALUE.


	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_A1
	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_A2
	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_A3
	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_A4
	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_A5
	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_A6
	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_A7
	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_A8
	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_B1
	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_B2
	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_B3
	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_B4
	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_B5
	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_B6
	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_B7
	05-15-2025 Belton Journal_B8

