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Stampede on the Chisholm Trail set for May 10
Special to the Journal 

The 14th Annual Stampede on the 
Chisholm Trail Bike Ride - Metric Cen-
tury is scheduled for Saturday, May 10. 

The ride starts at 8 a.m. at the Har-
ris Community Center.

The event is hosted by the Belton 
Lions Club, and helps provide schol-
arships for children in the Belton area 
who qualify for Texas Lions Camp for 
children who are physically disabled, 
hearing/vision impaired or diabetic; 
eye examinations and glasses for chil-
dren in Belton I.S.D.; funds two annual 
college scholarships for Belton High 
School graduating seniors; helps main-
tain Lions Pavilion and playground for 

children with special needs at Heritage 
Park; supporting families of children 
with special needs for Easter, Thanks-
giving and Christmas. The event also 
supports a partnership with Belton 
I.S.D. for their Heartbeat Angel Pro-
gram, and hosts Christmas with Santa 
for children with special needs and their 
families. 

The bicycle ride distances will be: 
12 miles (1 rest stop), 30 miles (3 rest 
stops), 55 miles and 62 miles (5 rest 
stops each). Rest Stop 1 - KOM Cy-
clery; Rest Stop 2 – Fire Ant Tour Team; 
Rest Stop 3 – Belton Lions; Rest Stop 
4 – Cen-Tex Automotive; Rest Stop 5 - 

By Daniel Moctezuma
The Belton Journal 

More than 150 
CASA volunteers were 
recognized last Thursday 
during the Advocate Ap-
preciation Event hosted 
by CASA of Bell and 
Coryell Counties at the 
Bell County Museum. 
The luncheon marked the 
organization’s 10th anni-
versary serving children 
in the local foster care 
system.

CASA, which stands 
for Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates, trains 
volunteers to advocate 
for abused and neglected 
children in court, helping 
judges make decisions 
about each child’s best 
interests.

“This organization is 
built on volunteers,” said 
Ashley Clapper Bennett, 
board president of CASA 
of Bell and Coryell Coun-
ties. “Without volunteers, 
we don’t exist.”

Throughout the pro-
gram, speakers reflected 
on CASA’s decade of ser-
vice and the role of volun-
teers in shaping outcomes 
for children. Kathleen M. 

Lavallee, President and 
CEO of Dallas CASA, 
delivered the keynote ad-
dress, offering insight into 
the challenges CASA pro-
grams may face as Texas 
moves toward privatizing 
parts of the foster care 
system.

Vicki Spriggs, CEO 
of Texas CASA, em-
phasized the importance 
of volunteer advocacy. 
 “You don’t recognize 
how powerful you are,” 
Spriggs said. “With ev-
ery child you help, you 
are changing the future of 
Texas.”

Tina Capito, for-
mer board president, 
spoke about CASA’s 
early history and the 
lasting involvement of 
its founding members. 
 “The important history of 
CASA is not just the time-
line—it’s the people who 
stayed and showed up for 
kids every day,” Capito 
said.

Bennett also an-
nounced that CASA has 
launched a capital cam-
paign to fund its new per-

By David Stone 
The Belton Journal 

The dedication of Belton’s newest park — the 
highly anticipated Standpipe Park — will be Friday, 
May 16, according to Parks & Recreation Director 
James Grant.

“Our dedication will be at 10 a.m.,” Grant said. 
“We have not finalized it yet, but at 4 p.m. our Parks 
& Recreation Department will be out there hosting a 
Pop-Up Party in the park with free hot dogs, juice, 
games and balloon animals for neighborhood kiddos. 
The party will run until 6 p.m.”

“We wanted to wait until spring for a grand open-
ing so it will be nice and green, and everything will be 
finished,” he said.

The park will be built around the renovated Bel-
ton Standpipe, which will be lit up in color-changing 
lights.

“It will instantly be a Belton landmark because it 
will be visible from both I-35 and I-14,” Grant added. 
“The lights will change according to the season or 
special events. For example, if the Tigers or UMHB 

win games, the standpipe will be illuminated in school 
colors.”

“In addition to the standpipe, the small communi-
ty park will have a very nice playground, a restroom, 
a practice field, a butterfly garden and a quarter-mile 
walking trail.”

“The park also will have our first-ever hill-side 
slide,” Grant said. “It’s a slide that starts at the top of 
the hill near the standpipe and slides down the hill and 
into our playground. There also will be a pavilion with 
multiple tables and street parking along three sides.”

Another new park — Freedom Neighborhood 
Park in Liberty Valley subdivision — also will open 
in 2025, Grant said.

Here’s a look at other Parks & Recreation activi-
ties on the horizon:

Movie in the Park: May 3 and Sept. 20
National Parks & Recreation Month: Various days 

in July
Soggy Doggy Day: Sept. 6
Family Camp Out: Oct. 17-19
Christmas on the Chisholm Trail: Dec. 5-6
Family Fishin’ & Fun: TBA (2 December dates)

Standpipe Park 
dedication set for May 16

By David Stone 
The Belton Journal

After weeks of delays, 
a $17.9 million certificate 
of obligation bond was is-
sued Tuesday morning to 
fund several major proj-
ects, including Belton’s 

share of the $71.2 million 
expansion of the wastewa-
ter treatment plant shared 
with Temple.

The original plan was 
to issue the bonds April 8, 
but the Council followed 
Belton Financial Director 
Mike Rodgers’ recom-

mendation to delay be-
cause of increases in mu-
nicipal bond interest rates. 

Council voted to 
move the issuance until 
April 22, but again Rodg-
ers recommended a delay 
— this time for one week 
— because Georgetown 

issued $120 million in 
bonds on April 22, and a 
delay would avoid com-
peting with Georgetown 
for investors.

In addition to fund-
ing Belton’s share of the 
wastewater treatment 
plant expansion, the bonds 

will pay for more than 
$1.75 million of vital im-
provements to the primary 
Belton lift station, and the 
second phase of the Loop 
121 expansion project that 
requires the relocation of 
utilities at a cost of $2.3 
million. 

Also, the Belton Fire 
Department also will pur-
chase a ladder truck for 
$1.7 million, and the city 
will spend $750,000 to 
purchase the former Mill-

See COUNCIL, 
Page A3
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Metro Creative

Gardening is a rewarding activity that 
has been found to provide a host of bene-
fits beyond ensuring readily available ac-
cess to fresh fruits, vegetables and awe-in-
spiring blooms. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says many gardening tasks 
qualify as light to moderate exercise, 
which means raking the leaves and cut-
ting the grass can be just as beneficial as 
cardiovascular activities like brisk walk-
ing or jogging. In addition, a 2017 study 
published in the journal Preventive Med-
icine Reports found that gardening can 
help aging men and women offset age-re-
lated weight gain. And the health benefits 
of gardening go beyond the physical. In 
2014, a systematic review of randomized 
controlled trials published in Complemen-
tary Therapies in Medicine concluded that 

horticultural therapy may be an effective 
treatment for people with dementia.

Gardeners have a host of tools at 
their disposal to help turn their lawns and 
gardens into awe-inspiring landscapes. 
Among those options are ergonomic tools. 
Ergonomic tools can benefit gardeners of 
all ages, but they may prove especially 
valuable for aging men and women.

How ergonomic tools differ from 
traditional gardening tools

Ergonomic gardening tools are de-
signed to ensure that using them has as 
little effect on the body as possible. Er-
gonomic tools align with how a person 
naturally moves his or her body, which 
can reduce the likelihood that gardeners 
will suffer any strains or sprains while 
gardening or experience any aches and 
pains after a day spent tending to their 
landscapes.

Choosing the right tools

The West Virginia University Center 
for Excellence in Disabilities notes that 
gardeners will know they have chosen 
the right ergonomic gardening tool for 
the job when they do not have to adapt 
the tool. Ergonomic tools should match 
gardeners’ heights, fit their grip and feel 
comfortable when in use.

Specific benefits of ergonomic 
tools

Ergonomic gardening tools are de-
signed in a way that can reduce stress on 
the body while performing various tasks.
Gardeners know that aches and pains can 
add up after a day spent kneeling in the 
garden, raking soil and carrying supplies
from a shed or garage around the prop-
erty. But the WVUCED notes that er-
gonomic tools do more than just reduce 
gardeners’ risk of injury.

• Ergonomic tools increase efficien-
cy. Wasted motions are less likely when 

using ergonomic tools. That can im-
prove efficiency in the garden, allowing 
gardeners to get more done in the same 
amount of time. And because ergonom-
ic tools are designed to work with the 
body, gardeners likely won’t need to take 
breaks due to aches and pains, which also 
makes it easier to be more efficient when 
working in the garden.

• Ergonomic tools increase garden-
ers’ capabilities. The WVUCED notes that 
principles behind ergonomics keep gar-
deners using the tools in natural positions. 
That means gardeners won’t lose power 
to bending and twisting, enabling them 
to do more in the garden than they might 
be able to do when using non-ergonomic
tools.

Gardening is a rewarding and bene-
ficial activity. The right ergonomic tools 
for the job can enhance those benefits and
make gardening even more enjoyable.

How ergonomic tools can help gardeners

ALL WORK WARRANTIED
49 YEARS EXPERIENCE LOCALLY
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Belton issues $17.9 million bond for projects

BELTON JOURNAL/DANIEL MOCTEZUMA
Vicki Spriggs, Kathleen Lavallee, and Kevin Kyle gath-
er for a photo during the CASA Advocate Appreciation 
Event on April 24 at the Bell County Museum.

CASA of Bell and 
Coryell Counties 
honors volunteers

See CASA, 
Page A2

DERMATOLOGY Call Now! 
254-265-7100

Common Skin, Nail, and Hair issues.
Procedural Dermatology & Mohs
Skin Cancer Screening & Surveillance
Aesthetic Services

Serving Patients Closer To Home!
RealSkinDerm.com
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Creek Dr. #120

New Temple 
Office!

File photo 
More than 100 cyclists head out at last year’s Stampede on 
the Chisholm Trail ride to benefit the Belton Lions Club. 

(254) 939-0343

Courtesy Photo 
The dedication ceremony for Belton’s newest park – Standpipe Park – is set for Friday, May 16 at 10 a.m.

 (254) 771-1303
Templewrecker.com
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Page A2



Steve Giniewicz 
Agent

1341 Marlandwood Rd.
Temple, TX 76502
254.760.5141
sginiewicz@txfb-ins.com

WHAT CAN WE  
HELP YOU PROTECT?

A2														              Thursday, May 1, 2025THE BELTON JOURNAL

Submission guidelines for The Belton Journal and 
related properties:

Any image, story or other unsolicited information 
sent to The Belton Journal is considered a community-
contributed submission of material and falls under 
these guidelines.

• You retain ownership of any submission that is 
your original work. Submissions sent from third par-
ties should only be by permission of the organization 
or individual who owns it, who also must agree to this 

submission policy.
• You understand that submissions may or may not 

appear in the Belton Journal and its related forms of 
publication, now or in the future.

• By contributing a submission, you are granting to 
the Belton Journal unrestricted, non-exclusive right to 
use it now and in the future. This includes modifying 
the original submission to fit print requirements.

• Submissions used become a permanent part of 
the Belton Journal and its product offerings. By virtue 

of appearance on the Belton Journal Web site, submis-
sions may also become a permanent part of search 
engine caching libraries (such as google.com) and 
online archiving organizations (such as archive.org).

• Submissions not immediately used become a per-
manent part of the Belton Journal’s library, with rights 
for possible future use.

• By contributing any submission, you are indicat-
ing you have read and understood this policy and 
agree to its terms.

SUBMISSION DEADLINES:
To be considered for inclusion in the Belton 

Journal, all submissions must be received by 5:00 p.m. 
on Monday of the week in question. 

Opinions expressed (including Letters to the 
Editor) are those of the authors and do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinions held by the Belton Journal’s 
management, staff or advertisers. Letters to the Editor 
should not exceed more than 350 words. Contact us at 
(254) 939-5754.
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After all, you know what you like, right? With investment decisions, 
however, things get a bit more complicated.

As financial advisors, we can help you set up guardrails against your 
own biases and give you the tools and education you need to manage 
your hard-earned wealth with confidence.

Think you can beat the clock?
Do you trust your GPS or do you always assume you can get there just a little 
bit faster? Think you can beat the market, too?

We all have subconscious biases, but that doesn’t mean they need to get in 
the way of your financial goals. 

How can I help you reach yours?
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Do you consider yourself a creature of habit? Perhaps you’re hesitant to try new 
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against your own biases and give you the tools and education you need to manage 
your hard-earned wealth with confidence. 

In addition to providing personalized financial guidance, I also serve as a knowl-
edgeable resource and accountability partner for my clients, helping them to stay 
on track for their long-term goals. 

How can I help you reach yours?

© 2018 Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Securities offered through 
Raymond James Financial Services member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advisory Services offered  

through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. 18-BDMKT-3019

[FINANCIAL ADVISOR NAME]
[Approved Title]

[12345 Streetname] // [City, ST 00000]  
[T 000.000.0000] // [T 000.000.0000] 
[first.lastname@raymondjames.com] 
[websiteaddress.com]

Tanner

If I’ve learned anything as a roofer, 
Don’t listen to Elsa when it comes to ladders.

Roofing.Com

No Momma, I won’t
be doing that again.

manent office in Belton.
Linda Guerrero, a CASA vol-

unteer for more than two years, 
said her past experience with 
Child Protective Services moti-
vated her to join after retirement. 
 “It’s a wonderful feeling being there 
for a child or a parent, helping them 

get what they need,” Guerrero said.
Awards were presented for years 

of service and individual achieve-
ments. Marilyn Bird was recognized 
for 10 years of volunteer work. Phi-
lemon Brown received recognition 
for most hours served on casework, 
and Peter Barajas was honored for 

traveling more than 3,400 miles to 
visit children across the region.

CASA reported that in 2024, 
volunteers served nearly 300 chil-
dren across 143 cases, with more 
than half of closed cases resulting 
in reunification with primary family 
members.

CASA -  From Page A1

Hickerson Family.  
King of the Mountain Cyclery (KOM) is the Official 

Bike Shop for the ride.  SAG will be provided by KOM, 
who will also be at Rest Stop One; and throughout the 
ride. KOM has created and provided a STRAVA link for 
each of the ride routes.  

Morning juice, fruit and snacks will be provided pri-
or to the ride.  Snacks, fruit, water and Gatorade will be 
available at each rest stop. Upon the riders’ return, a free 
hot dog lunch will be available from Lions and served 
by Eldred’s Nursery Foundation trainees, and the B.I.S.D. 

Delta Program students will help with the KOM snow 
cones. 

The Belton Lions Club is a non-political service or-
ganization that invests in the Belton community through 
youth programs, environmental programs, health pro-
grams and assistance requests. 

Belton Lions hosts several events throughout the 
year, so they can continue to make a difference. Those 
with questions may contact Club Stampede Event Coor-
dinators – Club President Jennah Gliha, 254-534-2656; or 
Club Secretary, Karen Stagner, 409-750-0102.

Trail -  From Page A1

Belton Chamber holding 
Better Together Benefit

Special to the Journal 

The Belton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce is currently 
accepting registration and 
sponsorships for the inaugu-
ral “Better Together Benefit” 
scheduled for 4-9 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 10 at The Com-
monwealth. This event will 
serve as a special fundraiser 
dedicated to providing stu-
dent scholarships.

The “Better Together 
Benefit” will include live mu-
sic with Jared Johnson, ca-
sual pickleball play, and great 
food and drinks. As a bonus, 
beginning pickleball players 
will be able to participate in 
a one-hour lesson prior to the 
event kickoff. Registration is 
available for both players and 
spectators.

“This non-tournament 
event is perfect for everyone, 
whether a seasoned pickle-
ball pro or completely new 
to the game,” stated Rebec-
ca Briggs, Chamber Board 
Member and Committee Co-
Chair. “So grab your friends, 
sign up or sponsor, and get 
ready to Dink, Drink, and Do-
nate for a great cause,” added 
Briggs.

In order to make the 
event fun for players of all 
levels of experience, the plan 
is for pickleball courts to be 
designated by experience 
level. The “Paddle Pushers” 
court will be designated for 

casual play for less experi-
enced players. The “Dinking 
Drinkers” court will be for all 
levels looking to have a good 
time, with reward given to 
teams who win with a drink 
in their hand. The “Heavy 
Hitters” court will be for 
more experienced players 
looking for good competition 
(4.0 rated and above).

Chamber Board member 
Kayla Potts is also co-chair-
ing the event, and is excited 
to bring this opportunity to 
our community after previ-
ously chairing pickleball and 
tennis tournaments. 

“Anytime we can come 
together to support our gradu-
ating seniors, it’s a win for the 
community,” stated Potts.

Legacy sponsors for the 
“Better Together Benefit” 
include Imperium Real Es-
tate, Smile at the World Or-

thodontics, Premier Urgent 
Care, Bell County Flooring, 
PinnacleView Roofing, and 
Magnolia Real Estate.

Community sponsors 
include Pinegate Renew-
ables, The Woodhouse Day 
Spa at Nolan Creek, Whitish 
Roofing, WM Roofing, Blue 
Springs Pools, and the Tes-
troet Family. Partner sponsors 
include Cedar Crest Hospital 
and RTC.

“We are excited about 
this new opportunity for our 
community to support our 
graduating seniors,” stated 
Randy Pittenger, Belton Area 
Chamber President/CEO. 
“We appreciate our Board 
and sponsors working togeth-
er to bring this great event to 
our community.”

For more information 
about this event, sponsorship 
opportunities, or membership 
in the Belton Area Chamber of 
Commerce, visit the website 
at www.beltonchamber.com, 
call 254-939-3551, or email 
info@beltonchamber.com

New park pavilion honors 
longtime BHS counselor

Courtesy Photo 
A new Chisholm Trail Park pavilion, built through the Belton Legacy Program in 
honor of Debbie Potts, a counselor at Belton High for 33 years, was dedicated on 
April 24.

By David Stone 
The Belton Journal

A large family pavilion was dedicated 
last week in memory of longtime Belton 
ISD counselor Debbie Potts who died last 
year.

Potts’ family donated funds for the pa-
vilion through Belton’s Legacy Program, 
a unique way to honor others through the 
beautification of parks throughout the city.

The 20x30 pavilion is located in Ch-
isholm Trail Park near Belton High School, 
Potts lived nearby and frequented the park 
almost daily. Her husband Neale, son Luke 
and daughter Lynsey Patrick donated mon-
ey for the pavilion in her honor.

“Mom lived in Belton for 50 years and 
she worked as a guidance counselor at Bel-
ton High School for 33 years,” Lynsey said 
Friday. “She fought a devastating battle 

with dementia for several years, and she 
died in August 2024.”

“She had expressed often that she 
didn’t want her loved ones to feel like 
they had to come visit her grave and stand 
around crying,” Lynsey added. “Her per-
sonality was unfailingly optimistic and 
positive, and she made the decision to do-
nate her body to science in hopes that med-
ical research could improve understanding 
of brain conditions like the one that took so 
much from her in those last years.”

“As we sat around her bedside at Stoney 
Brook in Belton during her last hours, my 
brother and father and I discussed the most 
fitting way to honor a woman who gave 
so much of her life to blessing others. We 
ultimately decided that giving a gift to the 

See PARK, 
Page A4



Hewett-Arney Funeral Home 
Serving  families in our historic building since 1942 

100% Family Owned

(254) 778-3200
Phones answered 24/7 

Did you Know... 
Belton was first known as the town of Nolanville. In 1851, Nolanville 

was incorporated and the town name was changed to Belton. 
Fact from Texas State Historical Association. 

Complete 

• Direct Cremation
with Basic Container 

• Complete Funeral
$5510

14 W. Barton Ave. •Temple• www.hewettarney.com 
Please don't text and drive! 

$1600  
*

**Does not include cemetery charges, outer-burial container or cash advance Items. Minimum non-protective 

with 20 Gauge Casket**

Call and ask for pricing. 
By regulation funeral home must disclose pricing by phone. 

*
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Obituaries
Calhoun 

Stephen Calhoun 
August 21, 1954 – 

April 4, 2025  

It is with great sadness 
that we announce the pass-
ing of Dr. Stephen Marc 
Calhoun on April 4, 2025 
at the Baylor Scott White 
Hospital, Temple, Texas. He 
was 70 years of age.

Dr. Calhoun was a 
highly respected and rec-
ognized Pulmonologist and 
Sleep Specialist. He was 
extremely dedicated and 
compassionate about patient 
care. His commitment was 
demonstrated in his quality 
of care and by his willing-
ness to always go that extra 
mile.

He was predeceased by 
his father, Dr. Noah R. Cal-
houn, and mother, Cecelia 
Christopher Calhoun. 

He is survived by his 
sister, Dr. Cecelia Calhoun-
Wells; niece, Kaira Smith 
Esq. and husband Marc 
Smith; grandnieces, Ken-
nedy Smith, MacKinley 
Smith, Everleigh Smith. 
Additionally, he has a host 
of friends and other family 
members who will miss 
him deeply to include:  Dr. 
Laurette Morris, Dave 
Pearce, Micheal Morris 
Pearce, Dr. Jenifer Morris 
Pearce, Tommy Gordon, 
Cathy Smith, Dale Mar-
ioneux, Debra Dickens, 
Denise Moran, and Garrett 
Carter, Leonard Slade, 
Derrick Eiland, and many 
others.

Stephen you will be 
missed deeply. You brought 
us all so much “joy”.

Funeral services will be 
held Saturday, May 3, 2025 
at the Dossman Funeral 

Home, Belton Texas. Visita-
tion 10 a.m., until time of 
service at 11a.m. 

In lieu of flowers, 
please donate to Veterans: 
https://donate.operation-
homefront.org. 

Plant a tree: https://
shop.alivingtribute.org. 
NAACP: https://www.
naacp.org. 

Arrangements by Dos-
sman Funeral Home Belton, 
Texas. 

Holladay 
Lyndell Brian Holladay 

February 14, 1965 – 
April 18, 2025 

Lyndell Brian Holla-
day, known affectionately as 
Brian, was born on Febru-
ary 14, 1965, in Crosbyton, 
Texas. He graduated from 
Temple High School and 
dedicated his life to master-
ing the skills and trades 
inherited from his family. 
Following these traits, Brian 
became a skilled mechanic 
and Auto Body Techni-
cian, spending two decades 
employed at Garcia Paint & 
Body.

Brian’s personality was 
characterized by a straight-
forward and dominant pres-
ence. He was a man of few 
words, but his intentions 
were always clear; he val-
ued his privacy and personal 
space deeply. While he was 
baptized as a Baptist, he had 
a personal relationship with 
God that was significant to 
him.

Those who knew Brian 
can attest to his passion 
for meals rich in meat. 
Amongst his favorites were 
bacon and eggs, Chicken 
Fried Steak, baked beans, 
or other hearty dishes, 

he found joy in creating 
satisfying meals. He also 
had a creative side, enjoying 
playing his guitar, and had 
a fondness for fishing and 
building model cars. His 
love for all things automo-
tive extended to restoring 
and fabricating vehicles, 
and he remained a loyal 
fan of the Dallas Cowboys. 
Additionally, he found joy 
in watching old western 
shows, which added to the 
treasured memories of his 
life.

In matters of the heart, 
one of Brian’s proudest 
accomplishments was his 
deep love for his wife, Julie 
(Madison) Holladay. The 
couple met in 1989 through 
a mutual friend, and their 
romance blossomed when 
Brian fell in love with 
Julie’s daughter,Elizabeth. 
With her blessing, he pro-
posed in 1999, and together 
they created a family that 
brought him immense joy. 
His two daughters, Jamie 
Holladay-Crabtree and 
spouse Steven Crabtree, and 
Elizabeth Lytle were the 
lights of his life, alongside 
his five grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren. 
His faithful dog, Skitzer, 
shared a special bond with 
Brian that was filled with 
companionship, symboliz-
ing the warmth and loyalty 
he cherished in his relation-
ships.

Brian’s journey through 
life came to a peaceful close 
on Friday, April 18, 2025, 
when he went to his heaven-
ly home. He is remembered 
by his loving wife, daugh-
ters, brothers Mark Hol-
laday and James Holladay, 
as well as his grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

He is preceded in death 

by his parents, Lenard and 
LaVell (Whitefield) Holla-
day; one daughter, Brittany 
Holladay; and a grand-
daughter, Kira Morales. His 
legacy of love, strength, 
and passion will continue to 
resonate through the lives 
he touched.

In lieu of flowers 
please consider making 
a memorial donation to 
Temple High School Auto 
Body Shop.

A special thank you to 
Interim Hospice to Tammy 
and Donna, for their com-
passionate care.

Arrangements are un-
der the direction of Sabrina 
Young of Young’s Daugh-
ters Funeral Home and 
Bereavement Center.

Tuttle 
Mai Tuyet Tuttle 
March 15, 1930 – 

April 21, 2025   

Mai Tuyet Tuttle, age 
95, of Belton, Texas, passed 
from this life Monday, April 
21, 2025, at home.

A time of visitation will 
be held from 1-3 pm with a 
Buddhist Ceremony follow-
ing at 3 p.m. Saturday, May 
3, 2025, at Harper-Talasek 
Funeral Home in Belton.

Burial will be held at 
Central Texas State Veterans 
Cemetery in Killeen, Texas 
at a later date.

Mai was born on 

March 15, 1930, to Trinh 
Van Thach and Hui Thi Le 
in Vietnam. She married 
the late Donald H. Tuttle 
on April 27, 1973. Mai was 
a self-employed profes-
sional seamstress working 
from home, for 18 years 
before retiring. After retire-

ment, she enjoyed going to 
casinos (to gamble), cruises, 
and gardening.

Those left to honor and 
cherish her memory are her 
son, Don M. Tuttle; 2 grand-
children, Darian J. Tuttle, 
and Jayden N. Tuttle; and 
daughter, Elodia C. Tuttle.

PRAYER.

LOVE.

ACCEPTANCE.

GRACE.

er Heights Elementary School property.
Each of these projects will be includ-

ed in the bond. Even with a $6.6 million 
cash contribution by the city, an addition-
al $17.7 million is necessary to complete 
these projects.

Belton’s 25-percent share of the 
wastewater plant project is $17.8 million. 
The project will expand the capacity of 
the existing facility, located off FM 93 
between Belton and Temple, from 10 mil-
lion gallons a day to 16 million gallons, 
according to Belton city spokesman Paul 
Romer.

“Expanding the plant is necessary to 
meet the demands of population growth 
in Temple and Belton,” Romer said. “The 
first phase of the expansion has already 
occurred — it replaced and expanded the 
headworks facility, which is where sew-
age enters the treatment plant.”

Romer said the lift station moves 
wastewater from a lower elevation to a 
higher elevation.

“The way it typically works is waste-
water flows into a wet well, which col-
lects the sewage. When the wastewater 
reaches a certain level, pumps are activat-
ed to push the sewage through a main to a 
higher point in the system before it finally 
reaches the treatment plant.”

Romer said improvements funded 
by the bond include two new force main 
lines from the lift station to the plant.

The city is purchasing the former 
Miller Heights Elementary School, an 
8.36-acre property in Southeast Belton 
near Belle Oaks Apartments. The prop-
erty includes a 40,000-square-foot facil-
ity that will immediately address space 
constraints for public safety operation, 
according to Romer.

“The site will serve as a police sub-
station, reducing response times in one 
of the city’s most frequently dispatched 
areas,” Romer said.

The former school also will house po-
lice victim services and community pro-
grams, code compliance offices, evidence 
and equipment storage, Fire Department 
administrative personnel and Belton Fire 
Marshal operations.

“We have already ordered the fire en-
gine and paid for the school, so the bonds 
will reimburse the city for those purchas-
es,” Romer said.

“The expansion of the treatment plant 
could start by September,” he added. “The 
lift station would need to go through the 
bidding process, so that is undetermined 
as of right now.”

Texas state law generally requires lo-
cal governments to seek voter approval 
before issuing debt that will be repaid 
from tax revenues. Every year, in May 
and November, voters are asked to ap-
prove new bond debt for the construction 
of city and county buildings, hospitals, 
schools, water infrastructure and much 
more.

Certificates of Obligation, however, 
is an exception to this rule. Local govern-
ments can use CO’s to fund public works 
without voter approval. They provide lo-
cal governments with flexibility when 
they need to finance projects quickly.

“The bond debt for the utility projects 
will be paid back through utility rates,” 
Romer said. “Funds that were scheduled 
to be allocated for a new fire engine will 
instead be allocated to pay the debt ser-
vice on the engine. The balance would be 
included in the future debt portion of the 
tax rate.”

Council -  From Page A1
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Letter to the editor
Two domains in 

America must be pro-
tected from majorities. 
The first is civil liberties. 

This includes the basic 
individual rights that are 
necessary for any democ-
racy, such as freedom of 
speech, freedom of the 
press, freedom of asso-
ciation, and freedom of 
assembly. Other domains 
also exist where our indi-
vidual life choices should 
be free from interference 
by elected our govern-
ment or legislative ma-
jorities. The government 
that we elect should not 
have authority to decide 
our religious practices 
or their manner of prac-
tice. Elected governments 
should not have authority 
to choose which books we 
can read or which mov-
ies we can watch or what 
topics universities should 
teach. The government 
should not have authority 
to determine marital part-

ners based on their race 
or gender. The protection 
from government power 
remains uncertain be-
cause the specific rights 
to be safeguarded will al-
ways be disputed and may 
shift throughout time. The 
U.S. Bill of Rights pro-
tects individual liberties 
by creating boundaries 
that shield them from the 
decisions of short-term 
majorities. They do not 
depend on the outcome of 
elections. The U.S. Bill 
of Rights enshrines indi-
vidual liberties, in effect, 
roping them off from the 
whims of temporary ma-
jorities. The most impor-
tant words in our Democ-
racy are “We the People” 
and the “Rule of Law.”

Randy Broussard
Belton

community that she loved so much would 
be the option she would have chosen.”

“Debbie and Neale Potts built a home 
on Dunns Canyon Road in the 1990’s and 
lived there for 30 years,” Lynsey contin-
ued. “When the city developed Chisholm 
Trail Park, it backed up directly to their 
yard. She spent countless hours walking on 
the trails in the park, both alone and with 
beloved long-time friends.”

Lynsey said that because her mom 
loved spending time at Chisholm Trail Park 
and at Belton High School events, the fam-
ily decided the park would be the perfect 
place to donate something in her honor. 

“My mom always loved to throw a 

party. She loved people, she loved Belton, 
and she loved fun. Gathering people was 
one of her favorite things in the world.

“We approached the city about our 
concept and asked them about possible 
options for a project that would improve 
life for everyone in Belton and serve as an 
enduring memorial. When they suggested 
donating a covered pavilion in Chisholm 
Trail Park, we knew this was a perfect way 
to memorialize a woman who truly loved 
Belton, loved to gather people, and enjoyed 
so many beautiful moments in that area.”

For more information about the Leg-
acy Program, contact the Belton Parks & 
Recreation Department at (254) 933-5860.

Park -  From Page A2

By David Stone 
The Belton Journal

The entrepreneurial 
spirit is alive and well at 
Lake Belton High School.

Bronco students took 
center stage last Friday 
night for the fifth annual 
Entrepreneurship Pitch 
Night to pitch original 
business ideas to a panel 
of business professionals 
in an event similar to the 
popular TV series, Shark 
Tank.

The event is the cul-
mination of the school’s 
INCubatoredu program, 
a yearlong entrepreneur-
ship course that gives stu-
dents a real-world startup 
experience. 

Business teacher and 
Master Incubator Teach-
er Jay Walker, who has 
led the program since its 
launch, says the course 
empowers students to 
think critically and cre-
atively.

“INCubatoredu is 
about more than just start-
ing a business,” Walker 
said. “It challenges stu-
dents to identify oppor-
tunities, create solutions, 
and embrace change 
through an immersive 
and rigorous curriculum.”

Throughout the year, 
Lake Belton students 
have worked in teams to 
develop their business 
concepts, conduct market 
research, and refine their 

pitches. They’ve also 
benefited from partner-
ships with local profes-
sionals and organizations, 
including business pro-
fessors from the  Univer-
sity of Mary Hardin-Bay-

lor, and businesses such 
as Cen-Tex Automotive, 
UPS and T-Mobile. 

“Our mentors provide 
invaluable feedback and 
open doors to resources 
students wouldn’t oth-

erwise have access to,” 
said Walker. “Collabora-
tion—both with mentors 
and classmates—builds 
networks that can carry 
these students into future 
success.”

“We’re always look-
ing for mentors who want 
to pour into the next gen-
eration of business lead-
ers,” Walker added.

INCubatoredu is a 
full-year course offer-
ing an authentic entre-
preneurship experience 
as students develop their 
own product or service 
startup. Student teams 
explore, pivot, iterate and 
develop resilience as they 
work to solve problems 
they care about.

Real entrepreneurs 
and industry experts serve 
as volunteer coaches and 
mentors guiding student 
teams through the process 
of idea validation.

Innovation shines during LBHS’s Entrepreneurship Pitch event

Courtesy Photo
Students from Lake Belton High School make their business pitches onstage 
last Friday night in a Shark Tank format at the 5th annual Entrepreneurship Pitch 
Night.

Wine Pairing Fundraiser supports Eldred’s Nursery Foundation

By Daniel Moctezuma
The Belton Journal

Guests gathered at The Smith Fam-
ily Farm House in Temple on Saturday, 
April 26, to attend the Wine Pairing 
Fundraiser benefiting Eldred’s Nursery 
Foundation.

The event featured wine tastings, 
food pairings, and live music as com-
munity members came together to 
support the foundation’s programs for 
adults with disabilities in Bell County.

Margaret and Rob Chadwick, 
founders of Eldred’s Nursery Founda-
tion, started the organization in 2017 af-

ter Margaret retired from teaching. The 
couple initially purchased an existing 
nursery, then turned it into a nonprofit 
a year later with a mission to provide 
job training opportunities for individu-
als with disabilities.

“We’ve been able to place 27 in-
dividuals into the community,” Marga-
ret Chadwick said. “But Rob and I are 
planning to retire this year, so we really 
need the community’s continued sup-
port to keep the program going.”

About 90 percent of the fundrais-
er’s proceeds will go directly into the 
mission at the nursery, Chadwick said. 
She explained that while some trainees 
help maintain plants for the city of Bel-
ton, other parts of the program, such as 
activities for individuals with greater 
support needs, rely more heavily on 
fundraising because they do not gener-
ate income.

Since opening, the nursery has ex-
panded from selling plants to becoming 
a certified growers’ nursery, allowing 
them to grow plants from seeds and 
save costs.

One of the participants, Josiah 
Guthrie, who started with the nursery 
during its first summer, shared his ex-
perience working there.

“I love how they tailor their work 
toward people with disabilities,” Guth-
rie said. “It’s super relaxed and fun 

being there. I’ve learned about money 
management, taking care of plants, and 
working with the city through our con-
tract.”

Guthrie said the program changed 
his life for the better and helped him 
find employment opportunities, includ-
ing working at Which Wich, a sandwich 
shop, and supporting city parks through 
Eldred’s partnership with the city.

Mike Lawson, a guest at the event 
and a partner through Tamer Learning 
Academy, said his school values the 
foundation’s mission.

“We benefit from their services for 
our students,” Lawson said. “They pro-
vide life skills and work skills, and we 
appreciate them so much.”

Andrea and Brian Alexander, also 
guests, said they have personal ties to 
the mission.

“We actually have children with 
special needs of our own,” Andrea Al-
exander said. “In some ways, we’re 
keeping in mind their future as we help 
support organizations like this.”

Margaret Chadwick closed her re-
marks during the evening by encourag-
ing the community to continue standing 
behind the foundation as she and her 
husband step into retirement.

“We love the Belton community 
and we want to make sure this program 
continues,” she said.

BELTON JOURNAL/DANIEL MOCTEZUMA
 Margaret Chadwick, co-founder of Eldred’s Nursery Foundation, speaks to 
guests about the organization’s mission and future plans during the Wine Pair-
ing Fundraiser on Saturday evening.



Who writes this stuff?
So before I start on my 

topic this week let me get 
my credentials out there. 
This isn’t my first journal-
ism gig (gig is a term we 
professionals use in place 
of the word job, it also 
works with musicians), 
I have worked for a few 
newspapers in the past. 
I wrote a few articles for 
the local newspaper when 
I was in high school, that 
was mostly just luck. I did 
have a reporter, columnist, 
photographer, cartoonist 
gig with another newspa-
per some years ago. Yes, it 
was a small paper, so basi-
cally me, the editor and the 
guy that ran the printing 
press were the workforce. 
It was a small town, but 
we covered a lot of the 
area around that city. I did 
have some prestigious jobs 
in radio during my broad-
casting career. And I have 
been writing here for The 
Journal for a few years 
now, outlasting a few edi-
tors. I am never sure if they 

get tired of my writing and 
give it up, or they take a 
job with a big city news-
paper.

So, the question for 
the week is, who the heck 
is writing some of the 
modern news stories that I 
see online these days? 

I don’t really watch a 
lot of broadcast television, 
or even video coverage 
online. I do like to sort my 
news out and read it on my 
terms. I did enjoy holding a 
paper newspaper, and a lot 
of that draw was the com-
ics page. These days I read 
news online, on my com-
puter screen, brought to me 
via high-speed but sketchy 
internet service. I don’t re-
ally like my phone buzzing 
me when it feels like there 
is something important to 
inform me of during the 
day, so I read my various 
news sources a few times 
during my hours awake. I 
guess it is good that we can 
get instant notifications of 
big news events. The prob-

lem being that not every-
thing that the news outlet 
thinks is gigantic news is 
important to me. That is 
not to say that I am not in-
terested in current events. 
However, a yappy chihua-
hua falling down a storm 
drain and being rescued is 
not big news for me.

My real point this 
week is that the quality of 
the writing has degraded 
so much over the past 
few years. These days we 
point to AI (artificial intel-
ligence) as being the prob-
lem. However, I am not so 
sure, certainly we should 
be able to have AI learn 
reasonable English. I mean 
I started learning Eng-
lish before I could walk, 
granted it was not jour-
nalistic quality, that took a 
few more years. However, 
I do believe I could string 
together a meaningful sen-
tence in my early years. 
(my editor is probably 
wondering if I have slid 
back at times...) I enjoyed 

English in my later years 
of school, I worked hard 
at doing a good job and 
presenting my writing as 
professional as possible. I 
have written a lot over the 
years; I have helped people 
with writing and even as-
sisted with a teacher that 
taught English to non-Eng-
lish speaking students. And 
yes, I do make mistakes 
here and in daily speech, 
most of which I blame on 
my Texan dialect and Tex-
as slang. 

Some of the writings 
that I see online these days 
have simple mistakes and 
misspellings. The things 
that even the most basic 
typing app would catch. 
Improper terms and sen-
tence structure, double 
negatives and redundant 
words in a statement. Do 
the journalists today have 
no pride at all in their jobs? 
I know that they don’t sign 
their work when it is pub-
lished. My name appears 
on my column every week, 

and I will take responsibil-
ity for my mistakes, and of 
course make up excuses 
for them. However, for 
news outlets these days it 
seems to be a race to get 
whatever news story out 
as soon as possible to beat 
the other outlets, so quality 
comes second, or perhaps 
third. 

For me I just can’t 
see churning out those 
mistakes, even if I was in 
a hurry. There are several 
parts of my brain that usu-
ally work in unison as I 
write, often one part will 
freeze up if there is an er-
ror, it might take the other 
parts a few moments to 
catch up and realize what 
is wrong, but it keeps me 
in check. Of course I still 
make those mistakes, but 
honestly I think I do a much 
better job than whatever, or 
whomever, is writing those 
online stories these days. 

A week or so back I re-
ceived a letter from a read-

er that enjoyed a specific 
column, they said nothing 
about my grammar, but I 
think it was implied. They 
also mentioned being a 
Vietnam veteran, so I just 
want to acknowledge that 
group of men and women, 
and state that I have a lot 
of respect for them, and I 
truly appreciate the posi-
tive comment about my 
writing.

Pleasant Ramblings • Mark Magnan

EditorialEditorial

My Front Porch • Lynette Sowell
In going through pho-

tos of my travels in the past 
several years, I’ve noticed 
a recurring theme I have. 
For some reason, whenever 
I see a bookstore, I’ll grab a 
picture of it.

Not a “big name” book 
store—you know the ones, 
and I don’t need to men-
tion them because they get 
enough advertising. 

But when I come 
across an independent 
store, I usually take a pic-
ture of them. I’m not sure 
exactly why. Maybe it’s be-
cause they’re a dwindling 
breed, and I love them.

My favorite bookstore 
of all time was Johnson’s 
Bookstore in Springfield, 
Massachusetts, which 
opened in the late 1800s. 
The place closed its doors 
in 1998 after three genera-
tions of the Johnson family 
ran the store. Its top floor—
the treasure trove—was 
one entire floor of used 
books. 

The floor had an old 
book smell, if you know 
what I mean. It was the 
smell of secrets, of discov-
eries waiting to be found 
inside the thousands of 

books, some rare, some pa-
perback novels a few years 
old. 

A fun “score” is find-
ing an early edition of 
Black Beauty which is still 
on my bookshelf today. 
Other scores were favor-
ite books from childhood, 
obscure titles I thought I’d 
never see again. 

After Johnson’s closed, 
the property was restored 
and is now multi-unit shop-
ping area. I’ve not been 
back there since moving to 
Texas, but every once in a 
while I think of Johnson’s. I 
wonder if they were able to 
get the old book smell out 
of the top floor. Part of me 
hopes they couldn’t.

While in Galveston 
for a conference with my 
husband, we stayed at the 
historic Tremont Hotel. 
After supper the first night, 
we took a stroll through the 
historic downtown area, 
not far from The Strand. 

I came across the 
Galveston Bookshop, open 
since 1991, and it boasts 
70,000 volumes of new 
and used books. I love used 
books. Even as an author, 
I don’t mind used books. 

Some authors don’t be-
cause they “lose” money on 
a sale. But I’ve discovered 
some new favorite authors 
by purchasing a used book. 

Several years ago, we 
visited family in New Eng-
land and I grabbed photos 
of bookstores I found. 

While walking from 
the T station to Boston 
Harbor, my husband and 
I passed Commonwealth 
Books at Downtown Cross-
ing, on the oldest street in 
the city, dating from 1630. 
They have 40,000-plus 
books to browse through, 
along with prints from the 
1600s on. Wow!

A few days later, 
we took a family out-
ing and stopped in Ports-
mouth, New Hampshire 
and walked the downtown 
streets. 

This time, I only found 
a simple sign in the shape of 
an arrow marked “BOOKS, 
pointing to a side alley. I 
never discovered anything 
more about that place, but 
it was likely another little 
hole-in-the-wall of discov-
ery. 

Much closer to home, 
there’s Fredericksburg, 

Texas, and Books On Main, 
located on where else, 
Main Street? This store has 
lots of Texas books as well 
as maps and genealogy re-
sources. 

Still closer, around 
the corner, is the McWha 
Bookstore in downtown 
Belton. 

Even with this exciting 
digital age, when you can 
“carry” hundreds of books 
on a single device, there’s 
something to be said for 
used book stores and the 
unique atmosphere they 
carry.

Books on the road

1702 N. Main Street, Belton, TX KwikKarBTX.com

Thursday, May 1, 2025														              A5THE BELTON JOURNAL

1.888.671.7007
free in home 
consultation

www.StandardsLifeCycleSolutions.com

Your Local, Hometown
Healthcare Provider

We Buy Stocker & Feeder Cattle Daily

The benefits of selling
your cattle to us are:

✓Competitive Pricing – Call for a quote!

✓Cattle are weighted immediately – NO
schrink!

✓We are fast! (If you bring your cattle
during regular business operations 
7a.m.-4p.m.)

✓Open 6 days a week • Closed Sundays

✓Centrally Located – Save $ on gas!
IH-35

Salado

XFM487

FM2115

Call Anytime: 254-527-3342
LOCATION: 4651 EAST FM 487 - SCHWERTNER,TEXAS

Call us today to 
start your 

subscription
254 939 5754



Temple 
254-773-7750 

We'll Handle It. 
Harker Heights

Relax ... 

254-699-1102

Salado
254-947-8480

Belton
254-831-9320

www.fcttx.com 

A6
Thursday,

 May 1, 2025 LIFESTYLES
THE BELTON JOURNAL

Belton’s Mother’s Day Tea Time brings families together
By Daniel Moctezuma
The Belton Journal

Moms enjoyed tea, pastries, and music during the City 
of Belton’s Mother’s Day Tea Time on Saturday, April 26 
at the Harris Community Center.

The afternoon included a performance by the Ch-
isholm Trail Chorus directed by Carol Scherer, along with 
light refreshments like cookies, scones, and flavored teas.

Heather Bates, who came with her husband and sons, 
shared what the day meant to her.

“I think it’s really special that the city puts this to-
gether because most cities do father-daughter dances, but 
there’s not really a lot that cities do for mothers,” Bates 
said. “I love the theme. They do a really good job of keep-
ing it fresh, and the food is always really good, too.”

Bates said she especially enjoyed the addition of live 
music this year.

“I really liked the choir group that they had. They 
didn’t do that last year, so that was really nice,” she said. 
“And the poem they read always puts tears in my eyes.”

Nicole Douglas, who also came to the tea, described 
the experience as meaningful.

“It’s very unique,” Douglas said. “I didn’t really get to 
enjoy going to tea parties like this as a kid, so it’s very nice 
to come to a big formal event with my child and enjoy it 
with the rest of the community.”

Douglas said the chance to spend time with her daugh-
ter made the event special.

“Just spending time with my daughter and enjoying 
time with everybody else in my community, that’s been 
the most special part of today,” she said.

A student from the Belton Youth Advisory Commis-
sion also read a poem titled “Her Hands” by Maggie Pit-
tman, reflecting on the role of mothers in their children’s 
lives.

Charisse Bennett, a Recreation Coordinator for the 
City of Belton who helped organize the event, said they 
created the tea to give mothers their own day of recogni-

tion.
“There’s a lot of father-daughter dances, but moms 

were always kind of on social media saying, ‘Where’s 
our event?’” Bennett said. “So we decided to do this, 
and we wanted to do it earlier than the actual day of 
Mother’s Day so we wouldn’t take away from their day 
with their family.”

This year marked the second Mother’s Day Tea 
Time hosted by the city.

“We wanted to keep it like a traditional afternoon 

tea with sandwiches, homemade scones and clotted 
cream, and desserts,” Bennett said. “It’s an afternoon 
to celebrate moms or the special women in people’s 
lives, because moms tend to not get time away for them-
selves.”

The Belton Youth Advisory Commission helped 
serve food and drinks during the event, and there was 
a drawing for prizes, including a teapot and a gift card. 
People were invited to stay afterward to enjoy more tea, 
take photos, and pick up succulents as gifts.

BELTON JOURNAL/DANIEL MOCTEZUMA
The Chisholm Trail Chorus performs during the City of Belton’s Mother’s Day Tea Time on Saturday after-
noon at the Harris Community Center.

Salado Community Chorus 
announces Spring Concert

Special to the Journal 

The Salado Communi-
ty Chorus will present The 
Spring Concert on Tues-
day, May 6, at 7 p.m. 

The concert is a line-
up of patriotic, spiritual 
and Broadway/show tunes 
and will take palce at First 
Baptist Church, 210 S. 
Main St., Salado. 

The Bell County Sher-
iff’s Department Honor 
Guard will present and re-

tire the colors to start and 
end the night.  No ticket is 
required but plan to arrive 
in time to find a seat. 

“Nothing makes us 
happier than to look out 
and see the pews full of 
smiling faces,”  said cho-
rus representatives in a 
news release.

The Chorus has been 
practicing every week 
since January 21 to learn 
and perfect the songs that 
have been chosen by choir 
director, Dottie Shirley.  
Dr. David Albee will be 
the accompanist.  The con-

cert will also feature solo 
and special group perfor-
mances.

The Chorus is a 501 
(c)(3) organization. Do-
nations from supporters 
made at concerts or on our 
website are always appre-
ciated.  These funds help 
with the costs of presenting 
a concert, including music 
for all members, facility 
rental, technicians, guest 
musicians, programs, etc. 
Find out more about the 
Salado Community Chorus 
at website www.Salado-
Chorus.com.

Courtesy photo
Members of the Salado Community Chorus practice 
for next week’s concert, set for Tuesday, May 6 at 7 
p.m. at First Baptist Church, located at 210 S. Main 
St., Salado. 

Dossman, Perales to be honored by tree planting
By David Stone 
The Belton Journal 

Trees will be planted and 
dedicated in honor of two out-
standing Belton residents Friday 
morning during an event at Heri-
tage Park.

“This is an annual event,” 
said Randy Pittenger, president 
and CEO of the Belton Area 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The dedication ceremony 
will be at 10 a.m. Friday, May 2.

“Every year for a long time 
we have honored recipients of 
two awards presented every Jan-
uary by the Chamber,” Pittenger 
said. “This year, we are honor-
ing 2024 Beltonian award winner 
Danny Dossman and 2024 Citi-
zen of the Year Emilio Perales. 
Both men are still very active in 
our community.”

“We are adding two more 
trees Friday, and we have dedi-
cated many over the years,” he 
added. “We told Belton Parks & 

Recreation to pick a spot. They 
know we are going to do this ev-
ery year.”

Pittenger explained that 
rocks containing plaques about 
the honorees are positioned at the 
base of each tree.

Dossman was presented 
with the Beltonian award in rec-
ognition of his longtime achieve-
ment in volunteer services to the 
community, Pittenger said. The 
Beltonian award traditionally 
has been given as a “Lifetime 

Achievement Award” to someone 
in Belton.

“If anyone deserves this 
award, it’s Danny Dossman,” 
Pittenger said. “Danny has been 
a friend to Belton, local service 
organizations like the Lions 
Club, and especially the Belton 
Area Chamber of Commerce. He 
has helped so many in the com-
munity through his leadership at 
the Chamber, as a local business 
owner, and as an individual con-
tributor.”

Pittenger pointed out that 
one of Dossman’s lasting lega-
cies is his contribution to the 
community with the Chamber’s 
Patriot Way Brick Walk.

“When the city was reimag-
ining the entrance to the Belton 
on Central Avenue, Danny came 
up with the idea of Patriot Way,” 
he added. “The city already had 
the vision of removing power 

See PLANTING, 
Page A7
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Tree Trimming
Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Tree Planting

The Original

3321 Parkway Dr. Temple, TX 76504
(254)773-5993

Spoonts
Home Appliance Service

Since 1970
We provide in Home Service on 
All Major Brands of Appliances.

791-1973

900 E. Central • Belton • 939-3502
Residential & Commercial • Free Estimate

CARPET & VINYL • CERAMIC & WOOD • LAMINATE FLOORING

Jeff Boren, OWNER

For Floors Done Right...
The First Time

Custom Draperies • Fabrics • Blinds • Shutters • In Home Service

We design & fabricate in our own workroom.

Custom Draperies
by Lydia

939-10701305 N. Main • Belton Est. 1972

CARPET • VINYL • TILE • WOOD
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

GUARANTEED
Carpet Cleaning

24-Hour Emergency Service

3206 Airport Rd. • 770-0932
M-F: 8-6  •  Sat: 9-1

(254) 771-3600
mgroofs.com

- INSURED -

Over 40 Yrs Experience
FREE Estimates

Insurance Claim Specialist

Residential Roofing • Seamless Gutters
Attic Insulation • Solar Attic Fans
Roofing Repairs • Solar Screens

Pomykal 
Heating & Cooling
Belton, Temple, Killeen

William Pomykal
Gwen Pomykal

Service & Repairs
Preventative Maintenance

(254) 938-6290

www.ggoopomykal.com TACLA22074C

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com
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• Window Replacement
• Counter tops
• Patio Covers

Custom Quality Remodeling
• Custom Cabinets • Restorations • Additions

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
All Work Warranted

Locally 44 Years Experience
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• Storage Buildings

Free Estimates

15764 Willow Grove-Moody, Texas 76557
254-853-3152 or 254-773-1905

larsonmustangelectric.com

Don’t Get left in the dark
we install generators

Residential & Commercial repairs, new construction & remodels

Family Owned and Operated Since 2006

Residential/Commercial Cleaning Service
FREE Estimates • Bonded • Insured • Work Comp

254-231-0583 

Kay English - Owner kay@englishmaids.biz

Lauren English-Thurman - Director of Operations
lauren@englishmaids.biz
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FREE
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LOOKING FOR A LOCAL FENCING 
CONTRACTOR IN TEMPLE, TX?

Good Neighbors 
Fencing & Construction

www.abesfenceanddeckstaining.com
254-291-4587

Abe’s Fence & Deck Staining

*
**
*

Repair

Washing
Installation

Staining

www.picasatheartofdesign.comwww.picasatheartofdesign.com

254-831-3017254-831-3017
• Interior Design  • Lighting    • Interior Design  • Lighting    

• Home Decor  • Residential Design• Home Decor  • Residential Design
• Declutter & Organization• Declutter & Organization

202 E. First Ave. Belton, Texas202 E. First Ave. Belton, Texas
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Metro Creative

Gardening is a rewarding activity that 
has been found to provide a host of bene-
fits beyond ensuring readily available ac-
cess to fresh fruits, vegetables and awe-in-
spiring blooms. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says many gardening tasks 
qualify as light to moderate exercise, 
which means raking the leaves and cut-
ting the grass can be just as beneficial as 
cardiovascular activities like brisk walk-
ing or jogging. In addition, a 2017 study 
published in the journal Preventive Med-
icine Reports found that gardening can 
help aging men and women offset age-re-
lated weight gain. And the health benefits 
of gardening go beyond the physical. In 
2014, a systematic review of randomized 
controlled trials published in Complemen-
tary Therapies in Medicine concluded that 

horticultural therapy may be an effective 
treatment for people with dementia.

Gardeners have a host of tools at 
their disposal to help turn their lawns and 
gardens into awe-inspiring landscapes. 
Among those options are ergonomic tools. 
Ergonomic tools can benefit gardeners of 
all ages, but they may prove especially 
valuable for aging men and women.

How ergonomic tools differ from 
traditional gardening tools

Ergonomic gardening tools are de-
signed to ensure that using them has as 
little effect on the body as possible. Er-
gonomic tools align with how a person 
naturally moves his or her body, which 
can reduce the likelihood that gardeners 
will suffer any strains or sprains while 
gardening or experience any aches and 
pains after a day spent tending to their 
landscapes.

Choosing the right tools

The West Virginia University Center 
for Excellence in Disabilities notes that 
gardeners will know they have chosen 
the right ergonomic gardening tool for 
the job when they do not have to adapt 
the tool. Ergonomic tools should match 
gardeners’ heights, fit their grip and feel 
comfortable when in use.

Specific benefits of ergonomic 
tools

Ergonomic gardening tools are de-
signed in a way that can reduce stress on 
the body while performing various tasks.
Gardeners know that aches and pains can 
add up after a day spent kneeling in the 
garden, raking soil and carrying supplies
from a shed or garage around the prop-
erty. But the WVUCED notes that er-
gonomic tools do more than just reduce 
gardeners’ risk of injury.

• Ergonomic tools increase efficien-
cy. Wasted motions are less likely when 

using ergonomic tools. That can im-
prove efficiency in the garden, allowing 
gardeners to get more done in the same 
amount of time. And because ergonom-
ic tools are designed to work with the 
body, gardeners likely won’t need to take 
breaks due to aches and pains, which also 
makes it easier to be more efficient when 
working in the garden.

• Ergonomic tools increase garden-
ers’ capabilities. The WVUCED notes that 
principles behind ergonomics keep gar-
deners using the tools in natural positions. 
That means gardeners won’t lose power 
to bending and twisting, enabling them 
to do more in the garden than they might 
be able to do when using non-ergonomic
tools.

Gardening is a rewarding and bene-
ficial activity. The right ergonomic tools 
for the job can enhance those benefits and
make gardening even more enjoyable.

How ergonomic tools can help gardeners

ALL WORK WARRANTIED
49 YEARS EXPERIENCE LOCALLY

ALL WORK WARRANTIED
50 YEARS EXPERIENCE LOCALLY
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Salado Museum opens new exhibit, 
holds film screening at The Beltonian
Special to the Journal 

Salado Museum and 
College Park will host a 

special reception on Mon-
day, May 5, from 4:30-5:30 
p.m. to mark the opening of 
its newest exhibit, Matri-

archs of Salado. 
The reception will in-

clude a meet and greet with 
Christy Carpenter, daughter 
of renowned Salado matri-
arch, Liz Carpenter, and co-
producer and co-director of 
the film Shaking It Up: The 
Life & Times of Liz Car-
penter. 

An exclusive screening 
of the film including a Q&A 
with  Carpenter will be held 
at The Beltonian Theater in 
Belton at 6:30 p.m. 

The museum reception 
is open to the public with a 
$10 donation requested for 
the film screening. Tickets 
are available at the museum 
and the theatre.  

“The museum exhibit 
focuses on five women who 
are key figures in the story 
of Salado: Liz Carpenter, 
Lucile A. Robertson, Mary 
Hodge, Grace Jones and 
Nannie Poteet,” says Ly-

nette Jones, Museum Ex-
ecutive Director. “We are 
very pleased to have Ms. 
Carpenter as well as other 
descendants of these re-
markable women joining us 
at the reception and for the 
film screening.”

The Carpenter film tells 
the story of a trailblazing 
woman journalist, White 
House official, author, hu-
morist, political activist, 
feminist leader, and proud 
Texan who experienced 
and helped shape some of 
the most vivid moments 
and movements of the 20th 
Century. Liz Carpenter, the 
great-great granddaughter 
of Salado founder Col. Eli-
jah Robertson, was born at 
the historic Robertson Plan-
tation and spent her forma-
tive years in Salado. For 
more information on the 
film go to www.LizCarpen-
terFilm.com.

Courtesy Photo 
In 1970, Liz Carpenter and President Lyndon Johnson 
share a laugh while promoting her bestselling White 
House memoir. The Beltonian Theater will be hosting a 
screening of the movie “Shaking it up: The life and times 
of Liz Carpenter. 

lines, adding a sidewalk, 
and extending the antique 
street lights down Central.”

“Danny’s idea was 
to go a step further — to 
give this city project a soul 
of remembering so many 
veterans in Bell County. 
Patriot Way is a daily re-
minder of those who have 
served or are serving.”

Perales, the 2024 Citi-
zen of the Year, has made 
a significant contribution 

to the community through 
Chamber-related activi-
ties.

“Perales has distin-
guished himself as a highly 
respected servant leader in 
our community. In addition 
to being an Army veteran, 
he is the co-owner of Vista 
Real Estate, a company that 
reflects his values.”

Vista Real Estate is 
known for its commitment 
to serving and investing in 

the community, including 
support for veteran orga-
nizations, the Bell County 
Youth Fair, school supply 
and food drives, and more.

“Emilio has served on 
numerous boards and ad-
visory committees, includ-
ing the Chamber Board 
of Directors for the past 
five years, and as Chair in 
2023,” Pittenger said.

“A strong supporter 
of the Chamber, Emilio 

encourages others to join, 
sponsor events, and ac-
tively participate — always 
leading by example. He has 
openly shared his journey 
through cancer treatment 
and has used his voice to 
support and encourage oth-
ers whenever needed.”

“His example of ser-
vice and leadership in our 
community is truly excep-
tional.”

Planting -  From Page A6

Project to widen South Connell moves forward
By David Stone 
The Belton Journal

Belton’s City Council took a step to-
ward widening South Connell Street from 
Loop 121 to Shrey Way. 

At last week’s meeting, Council autho-
rized City Manager Sam Listi to execute a 
funding agreement with the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation for the project.

According to Belton Director of Public 
Works Scott Hodde, South Connell functions 

as a substandard 22-foot-wide two-lane road 
that lacks the necessary infrastructure to sup-
port existing and projected traffic volumes.

“The proposed reconstruction will bring 
the corridor up to current design standards 
for a major collector, incorporating lane wid-
ening, curb and gutter, improved drainage in-
frastructure, and pedestrian accommodations 
to enhance mobility and safety for all users,” 
Hodde said.

“South Connell Street serves as a key 

north-south corridor within the city, and its 
reconstruction is critical to supporting con-
tinued growth and connectivity,” he added. 
“To proceed with the construction phase, the 
city must enter into an Advanced Funding 
Agreement with TxDOT.”

According to Hodde, this agreement 
formalizes cost-sharing responsibilities and 
allows the City to leverage Federal funding 
provided through the Killeen-Temple Metro-
politan Planning Organization while utilizing 

TxDOT’s project delivery process.
The estimated total construction cost for 

the widening project is just over $5 million, 
and federal funding will cover 80 percent of 
the cost — $3.76 million. The remaining 20 
percent — $1.03 million — will be funded 
by the City of Belton through the KTMPO 
Capital Projects Fund. 

A future project that would widen South 
Connell from Shrey Way to I-14 has not been 
funded.

Stoney Brook of Belton “Soups It Forward” for Belton Fire Department
Special to the Journal 

Stoney Brook of Bel-
ton senior living residents 
are showcasing their cu-
linary skills for a great 
cause. Last month, resi-
dents spent hours prepar-
ing and packaging a de-
licious broccoli cheddar 
soup for the firefighters 
at the Belton Fire Depart-
ment on Sparta Road. 

Residents Ilse Olier, 
Patricia Howard, and 
Eliane Chappel person-
ally delivered the soup to 
the station, chatting with 
the firefighters and thank-

ing them for all they do 
in the Belton community, 
as well as for the Stoney 
Brook community.

“We feel safe know-
ing these guys are right 
down the road,” said Pa-
tricia Howard.

Trisha Taggart, Di-
rector of Life Enrichment 
at Stoney Brook, coordi-
nated the preparation and 
delivery of the soup for 
National Soup It Forward 
Day. National Soup It 
Forward Day is observed 
annually on March 3, 
and encourages people to 
spread kindness by shar-

ing a warm bowl of soup 
with someone who could 
use a pick-me-up.

Olier was delighted 
to be part of the project. 
“I love to cook, and I love 
it when people enjoy my 
food,” she said.

“It was an absolute 
pleasure to cook with 
these ladies and present 
this homemade gift to 
community members who 
are so deserving,” said 
Taggart.

Stoney Brook of Bel-
ton is an assisted living 
and memory care com-
munity offering a full 

range of lifestyle options 
for older adults, enabling 
them to live life to the 
fullest. The community is 
located at 500 River Fair 
Blvd. To learn more about 
life at Stoney Brook, visit 
www.stoneybrookliving.
com or contact Samantha 
O’Neil at 254-933-3800. 
Stoney Brook Senior Liv-
ing is locally owned and 
is managed by the Long 
Hill company, a subsid-
iary of Masonicare, a 
leading not-for-profit pro-
vider of senior living and 
healthcare services.

Courtesy photo 
Stoney Brook of Belton residents Patricia Howard, 
Eliane Chappel, and Ilse Olier drop off homemade 
broccoli cheddar soup to the firefighters of the Belton 
Fire Department.
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EditorialEditorial
Breakthrough Discovery 

I’ve made a breakthrough 
discovery which, if marketed cor-
rectly, could earn me countless 
millions. I’ve discovered why men 
and women often don’t understand 
each other. (It also applies to why 
people of different generations 
have communication issues, but 
that’s another article.) 

If I were smart, I’d sell this 
information for an obscene amount 
of money. But because I’m more 
concerned about the common good 
than about becoming wealthy, I’m 
going to share my secret.  

Grab a pen and paper. I’ll wait. 
Many feel that our communi-

cation struggles are due to different 
languages. Women are from Venus, 
men are from Mars and all that. But 
the problem isn’t a word issue. We 

just use different dictionaries.  
Take the question, “How do 

you feel?”  
Ask a woman that question, 

and she may answer with an emo-
tion: happy, sad, frustrated, content. 

A man, on other hand, is likely 
to say, “I feel hungry.”  

When a woman says, “Let’s 
talk,” she probably means, “Let’s 
reveal our innermost thoughts, dis-
cuss our loftiest dreams, and share 
our deepest fears.”  

When a man says, “Let’s talk,” 
he means, “What’s for dinner?”  

If a woman invites you for 
coffee, she’s really saying, “Let’s 
be friends.” If a man invites you for 
coffee, chances are he just needs 
some caffeine.  

A woman’s definition of en-

tertainment is likely to include any-
thing that requires her to dress up. 
For a man, entertainment may re-
fer to watching other men clobber 
each other or blow stuff up.  

Though there are exceptions 
to every rule, I think these diction-
aries are often implanted into the 
male and female brains at concep-
tion. Girls get the amplified, un-
abridged version. Boys are more 
likely to get the trimline variety.  

The good news is, we can 
learn each other’s definitions. To 
prove my theory, I’ve been study-
ing man speak and practicing on 
my husband. I’ve become pretty 
fluent. Here are some examples:  

Make-up (female): the stuff 
you wear on your face to look 
pretty.  

Make-up (male): the thing you 
have to do before she’ll let you kiss 
her.  

Tight (female): an adjective to 
describe last year’s clothes.  

Tight (male): an adjective to 
describe a really small parking 
space. Often seen as a challenge.  

Sale (female): an excuse to 
buy new shoes. 

Sale (male): an excuse to buy 
new hunting equipment.  

The more I learn, the more 
excited I get. I recently shared my 
newfound discovery with Rick. I 
went on and on, recalling various 
misunderstandings we’ve had, re-
vealing the why’s and how’s and 
what-if’s which could prevent 
those mishaps from happening 
again. I explained the subtle dif-

ferences in language and how to 
interpret various tones, words and 
phrases. He listened intently, and 
I knew he saw the potential of this 
breakthrough. I was close to tears, I 
was so thrilled about the possibili-
ties.  

Choked with emotion, I asked, 
“Honey, how do you feel about all 
this?”  

His reply? “I feel hungry. I 
think I’ll make a bowl of popcorn.”  

“So in Christ Jesus you 
are all children of God through 
faith... There is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, neither slave nor free, 

nor is there male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

-Galatians 3:26, 28 

Coffee Talk • Renae Brumbaugh Green

Shop the Insanity • Darren Blair
If it tells you anything about what my lead 

times can end up being like, as I type this one 
of the big topics of discussion on the internet 
is that various federal government employees 
have been required to produce a list of five 
things they’ve done in the past week as part of 
their jobs. This is being done so that a particular 
group of individuals has a better understanding 
of who is doing what and whether or not any 
given employee’s duties are functionally redun-
dant. Given that it’s tied to potential layoffs, it’s 
quite controversial. 

However, it’s also become something of 
a multi-layered internet meme, which is what 
I’m looking at here in this column. 

The first, most basic layer, involves people, 
either of their own accord or as a result of being 
challenged by others, listing five tasks they do 
as part of their everyday job. For example, each 

week I see a movie so I can type up the review, 
type up a column (on average), help process & 
deliver the newspapers for my flagship publica-
tion, help ensure that we’ve got sufficient office 
supplies, and make sure that the trash cans are 
taken out to the curb each week. Some people 
are doing this so that they themselves can get 
a better grasp on what they actually do, while 
others are doing it so that they can explain to 
others what a typical week for them is like. 

However, it’s the subsequent layers that by 
all rights are turning the most heads. It’s these 
layers where people challenge each other to 
go further than just listing what a person did 
at their job the previous week. You might see 
people challenging each other to list, say, what 
they’ve done as an adherent of their particular 
religious organization, or list what they’ve done 
around the house chore-wise. 

That line of reasoning, however, practical-
ly invites people to go on to the next logical lay-
er, asking yourself, let alone others, what five 
things you’ve done in your personal life over 
the last week to further higher goals and higher 
purposes. What five things have you done in 
order to improve your personal wellness, both 
mental and physical? What five things have 
you done to broaden your horizons? What five 
things have you done to help make your com-
munity a better place? What five things have 
you done to help others? What five things have 
you done to let the people you love know that 
you love them?

Et cetera.
On one hand, going around navel-gazing 

won’t exactly help you get anything done. But 
on the other hand, taking a few minutes to stop 
and assess your life will. This can allow you to 

help determine what areas you’re doing pretty 
good in, what areas you need to work on, what 
opportunities you have for personal growth, 
and what actually is or isn’t important in your 
life. 

Now, if you’re looking over your life us-
ing some of the questions I just asked a few 
paragraphs back, you might have trouble get-
ting that list of five. It’s not automatically any-
thing to be ashamed of. Maybe you’re limited 
by your circumstances or haven’t truly thought 
about it before. But the idea is to start thinking 
about it a little more, and if you’re able to do so 
start making those positive changes, however 
small, in order to be a better you. 

Remember, I’m over 40 and I’m still 
working to improve myself, however slowly. 
You yourself can always work to improve 
yourself, too.

5 Things

Allison found guilty of criminally negligent 
homicide in death of Joe Ramirez

By Lynette Sowell 
The Belton Journal

The trial of former Belton 
High School student Caysen Al-
lison ended with a guilty verdict 
on a charge of criminally negli-
gent homicide on Tuesday. 

Allison’s sentencing is set 
for June 16.

Now 21, he faces anywhere 
from 6 months to two years in a 
state jail, as well as a fine of up 
to $10,000.

Allison’s defense attorney, 
Zachary Boyd, argued the case 
that Allison’s actions that day 

were in self-defense. 
He faced anywhere from 

five to 99 years in prison, de-
pending on the charge on which 
he could be convicted. 

The jury spent about 12 
hours deliberating before an-
nouncing the verdicts. 

Allison was found not 
guilty of murder and also not 
guilty of manslaughter. 

Boyd gave a brief press 
conference after the verdicts. 

“This was a hard case,” 
Boyd said. “No one should ever 
outlive their children. No human 
being should have to lose their 

child in a violent way. I am so 
sorry for (the Ramirez family’s) 
loss, and the Allison family is 
sorry for their loss. There is no 
good outcome for this. There is 
no happy ending.”

The trial and consequent 
verdicts come nearly three years 
after the stabbing of Joe  Ramirez 
in a bathroom at Belton High 
School on May 3, 2022.

According to a news release 
by Belton city spokesperson Paul 
Romer after the incident, Allison 
ran out of the school and was 
later arrested by police.

Ramirez was alive when 
reached by first responders, but 
he died at Baylor Scott & White 
Medical Center in Temple from 
stab wounds to his chest, back, 
arms and legs, according to po-
lice.

Allison has been out of 
jail on bond since July 15, 2022 
after posting a reduced bond of 
$175,000 after the initial bond of 
$1 million was reduced. He will 
continue to remain out on bond 
until his sentencing in June.

Joe 
Ramirez

Caysen 
Allison
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By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

Over the course of their 19-game winning 
streak, the TGCA Class 5A No. 4 Lake Belton 
Broncos had to figure out different ways to win 
games.

The 2025 team is a different composite than 
the 2021-2024 blueprint before them. Hitting. 
Hitting for power. Running. Defense. Pitching. 
All calling cards that made the Broncos a force 
to be reckoned with.

While all of the intangibles still exist and 
are a constant for Lake, hitting for power is still 
being developed. 

The opening game of the Texas UIL Class 
5A-Division bi-district series against the Ennis 
Lions Thursday night in West was a gut-check 
moment for the Broncos.

Lake got around a pair of Ennis back-to-
back walks to start the second inning, a Lions’ 

double-play that nearly derailed a rally in the 
fifth, and received a deep fly ball by Brysen 
Gott that was dropped in right-centerfield which 
scored Alayshia Williams for the lone run of the 
game as the Broncos shut out Ennis in game 
one, 1-0.

Both teams were retired in order in the first. 
Analisa Salazar and Meranda Chandler drew 
back-to-back walks in the second off Lake Bel-
ton starting pitcher Maddison Ruiz. The Angelo 
State commit settled in and struck out the fol-
lowing three batters to end the inning and strung 
together nine straight retired until a leadoff walk 
to Aurelia Vaughan in the fifth.

The Broncos had just two hits off Ennis 
starting pitcher Breona Benevidez heading into 
the bottom of the fifth. Briley Updyke single to 
start the inning. Addison Sims’ sacrifice bunt 
attempt had too much air underneath it, was 
snagged by Benavidez and thrown to first base-
man Callie Richardson to double up Updyke.

Williams singled to center to keep the in-
ning alive. Gott hit a deep fly ball to right-cen-
terfield that was knocked down by the wind that 
stayed present following the thunderstorm a few 
hours earlier. The ball glanced off Kylie Saxon’s 
glove and dropped to the ground. Williams, who 
was sprinting away from the bag on the pitch, 
scored easily and Gott ended up at second to 
give Lake Belton a 1-0 lead.

Ruiz retired six of the next seven batters to 
slam the door on Ennis in the opener.

Six different Broncos had hits, with Alexis 
Ortiz, the Trinity Valley Community College 
commit, having logged a multi-hit game.

Ruiz fired a one-hitter over seven innings 
for the win, having struck out 15 Lions and 
walked three.

Benavidez took the loss for Ennis, pitched 
six innings, allowed an unearned run on five hits 

Dr. Jack Welch
From the Bleachers

Attitude Spells 
the Difference

It’s amazing to see 
how some people soar in 
their professions while 
others flounder, even 
when starting with similar 
opportunities. Success is 
rarely the result of just one 
thing. It’s a complex mix of 
mindset, skill, resources, 
and circumstance. But 
there’s one element that 
often spells the difference 
between victory and 
defeat: attitude.

We’ve all seen it, 
two individuals facing 
the same challenges, 
equipped with the same 
tools. One thrives. The 
other struggles. What’s the 
difference? Sometimes it’s 
as subtle as a single shift in 
perspective.

Some people struggle 
to see reality clearly 
or respond positively 
to setbacks. They may 
confuse positivity with 
blind optimism, ignoring 
facts in favor of false 
hope. But being positive 
isn’t about ignoring 
reality, it’s about facing it 
with purpose, resilience, 
and a willingness to adapt.

Those who succeed 
often do so because 
they’re teachable. 
They embrace growth. 
They lean on mentors. 
They use the resources 
available to them and 
value the strength found 
in teamwork and trust. In 
short, they’re willing to do 
the hard work of becoming 
better, not bitter.

I’ve seen this 
firsthand. I was fortunate 
to play football at both the 
high school and college 
levels under some truly 
remarkable coaches, men 
who shaped not just my 
game, but my character. 
They were motivators, 
mentors, and masters of 
the one-liner.

In high school, 
I played under Bill 
Freeman in Osawatomie, 
Kansas, and Gayle Miller 
in Bridgeport, Texas. 
Coach Freeman, a legend 
inducted into the Kansas 
Sports Hall of Fame, knew 
how to win, and how to 
lead. Coach Miller, too, 
was deeply respected for 
his wisdom and ability to 
inspire.

In college, I played 
for the legendary Sam 
Sample, first at Sterling 
College and then at Taylor 
University. He later 
coached at Colorado and 
Northern Illinois. Coach 

Lake Belton sweeps Ennis for 5A-DI bi-district title

By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

The Lake Belton 
Broncos football is build-
ing up to their traditional 
212 boiling point through-
out the course of the 2025 
spring practice, through 
their drills, weekly 7-of-
7 nights and a variety of 
other team-building exer-
cises.

Lake Belton head 
coach Brian Cope is al-
ways excited about his 
team’s progress. His 
mood has been no differ-
ent from the end of the 
2024 season, with players 
having the opportunity to 
build away from the grid-
iron.

“We have had an 
outstanding off-season,” 
Cope said. “From com-
mand weights to Bronco 
Challenge to the start of 
spring ball this reminds 
me of a group that we had 
our first year where a lot 
of kids are hungry to show 
what they can do. We also 
had successful powerlift-
ing, track and baseball 
seasons so our kids who 
have played multiple 
sports got better at com-
peting.  We are looking 
forward to watching them 
continue to grow and 
work all the way through 
the start of the season in 
August.”  

  Spring 7-on-7 is a 
great tool for develop-
ment of communication 
between players, pass 
route running, and defen-
sive coverage. Lake Bel-
ton has had plenty of suc-
cess in recent years.

“We start our League 
night on Monday for three 
weeks and will also play 
in three state qualifying 
tournaments,” Cope said. 
“It will be fun to watch 
how our players develop 
and continue to grow in 
the leadership process as 
well.”  

Although it is a bit 
early to pinpoint what 
the fall roster, there are 
a great number of return-
ing players and positions 

that we can we watch for 
in the development phase 
over the next month.

“Spring football re-
ally helps our offensive 
line and defensive line,” 
Cope said. “We also look-
ing forward to developing 
depth at the linebacker 
and tight end positions.”  

In successful pro-
grams, sometimes coach-
es depart for opportunities 
to add on to resumes to 
further careers. The Bron-
cos have been fortunate to 
keep their coaching staff 
intact for a few years. 

“Right now, our 
coaching staff remains 
intact,” Cope said. “We 
have had an outstand-
ing  staff and am very 
thankful to work with a 
group that wants to see 
our kids achieve every-
thing possible at the high-
est level.”  

In a sixth year of the 
program, culture is well-
engrained within a mass 
of a program. The work 
ethic of the Broncos is 
undeniably solid.

“We ask our kids 
to go above and beyond 
to prepare themselves 
both mentally and physi-
cally  for the grind of the 
season,” Cope said. “They 
have done that and more 
this off-season.  This truly 
has been the best off-sea-
son that we have had and 
it is showing up already in 
spring practice.”  

Asked if preparing 
for spring practice as a 
head coach is different 
than preparing for a sum-
mer/fall practice, Cope’s 
answer was direct.

“This is all about 
you versus you,” Cope 
said. “Can we get bet-
ter each day to be ready.  
Also, since the only oppo-
nent is yourself, you must 
continue to find ways to 
challenge them to get bet-
ter.   It is five weeks long 
and we are starting week 
three.   I sure am looking 
forward to seeing how 
good we will be in the 
next 10 practices that we 
have.”-

Lake Belton 
football, building 

towards the 
upcoming season

By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

The Belton Tigers Softball took on 
the Crandall Pirates in a best-of-three 
Texas UIL Class 5A-Division II bi-dis-
trict playoff series over the weekend in 
Whitney.

Belton bounced back to take the 
middle game of the series but could not 
recover in game three of the series, as 
the Pirates ended the Tigers’ season with 
a 2-1 series win.

Crandall won game one on Friday 
night, 12-3. The Tigers won game two, 
10-7. The Pirates won the third and de-
ciding game, 9-2.

The Tigers hopped on the board 
first in the bottom of the first inning. 
With one out, Andalyn Logan singled, 
stole second base, advanced to third on 
a throwing error, and scored on a wild 
pitch.

Crandall scored a run in the third 
and took a 4-1 lead in the fourth.

Logan singled to start the bottom of 
the fourth. With one out, Tara Stone tri-
pled to centerfield to score Logan. Madi-
son Bowling, who ran for Stone, scored 
on a suicide squeeze bunt single to pull 
the Tigers to within one run.

The Pirates took advantage of a 
combination of Belton errors, wild 
pitches, and passed balls that led to sev-
en runs in the fifth. At the end of the in-
ning, Crandall led 10-3.

Belton’s last legitimate threat of 
game one came when Logan led off with 
a single in the sixth and Stone followed 

with a one-out single. However, a strike-
out and fly out ended the rally.

Crandall logged six hits, with Me-
liana Leija having logged a two-hit per-
formance.

Jillian Prda dealt a complete game 
victory, having pitched seven innings, 
allowed three runs (two earned) on eight 
hits, and struck out eight.

Logan went 3-for-4, Stone and Iris 
Molina logged two hits, and Lauren 
Vazquez picked up a hit for Belton.

Stone picked up the loss, having 
pitched four innings, allowed 10 runs 
(four earned) on four hits, struck out 10, 
walked seven, and hit a batter. Reagan 
Stuart pitched three innings in relief, al-
lowed two unearned runs on two hits, 
struck out four, and walked two.

The Tigers turned the page to Sat-
urday’s game, as they allowed a run in 
the first inning to trail the Pirates in the 
first, 1-0.

Belton began to time Crandall’s 
pitching in the middle innings, as the 
Tigers scored nine times between the 
second and fifth innings.

Following a leadoff double by Stone 
to start the second off Crandall starter 
Kodie Epperson, Stuart and Vazquez 
walked to load the bases. Bowling ran 
for Stuart to give Belton additional speed 
on the base paths. Hannah Wheeler hit a 
ground ball that was misplayed by Sadie 
Birdwell at shortstop, which cleared the 
bases to give the Tigers a 3-1 lead.

Belton bows out in 
5A-DII bi-district round

See BELTON, 
Page B3

See WELCH, 
Page B2

See LAKE, 
Page B3

Belton ISD track headed to Austin
By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Three Belton ISD 
products have an oppor-
tunity to make history 
today.

After each experi-
enced wildly success-
ful seasons, Lady Tigers 
senior Olivia Brillhart, 
Tigers junior Christian 
Porter and Lake Belton 
senior Abigail Rydberg 
are set to compete on the 
ultimate stage, taking part 
in the University Inter-
scholastic League Class 
5A Track & Field State 
Championships.

The event takes place 
at Austin’s Mike A. My-
ers Stadium on The Uni-
versity of Texas campus. 

Brillhart will be the 
first to compete, taking to 
the track at 9:30 a.m. for 
the 3,200-meter run. 

The distance run-
ner enters with the nine-

person field’s fourth-best 
seed time after winning 
the Region II champion-
ship in 10 minutes, 55.68 
seconds. 

Comal Smithson Val-
ley junior Lilly Koenig 
owns the fastest seed time 
at 10:43.03, while McAl-
len senior Dana Rojas 
Vazquez (10:51.25) and 
Lubbock senior Reese 
Peña (10:52.89) follow. 

Also a regional 
champion, Rydberg is 
situated in a tie with 
Humble Kingwood Park 
junior Emilee Smith for 
the sixth best seed mark 
in the pole vault. Each 
cleared 11 feet, 6 inches 
at regionals. 

Gregory Portland 
junior Tristen Grimes is 
the field’s favorite with 
a mark of 12-6, which 
is three inches better 
than second-seed Peyton 
Berry. The Argyle senior 
cleared 12-3 to qualify. 

The girls pole vault is 
set to start at 3 p.m.

With a victory, Ry-
dberg would earn Lake 
Belton’s fourth state 
championship in three 
years. 

Two seasons ago, as a 
freshman, Kendrick Jones 
Jr. was adorned with the 
gold medal in the 200, and 
he followed by repeating 
as state champion in the 
event last year while also 
adding a first-place finish 
in the long jump to his al-
ready glowing resume. 

Rounding out Belton 
ISD’s trio of represen-
tatives, Porter is a third 
seed in the 400.

The sprinter earned 
his state berth as a wild 
card, meaning he had the 
top time from the four 
regional meets excluding 
each event’s top two fin-

See STATE, 
Page B2
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Be alert for 
caregiver 

financial abuse

Do you have a parent or 
other elderly relative who 
may soon need a care-
giver? You’ll need to be 
diligent about finding the 
right person for the job 
— because choosing the 
wrong one could lead to 
financial problems.

If you hire someone 
but start to have doubts 
about them, watch for 
warning signs, such as 
withholding financial or 
medical information from 
the family, or a desire to 
be a joint holder on bank 
accounts.

An unscrupulous care-
giver might also ask to be 
named financial power of 
attorney. Unfortunately, 
many people have abused 
this responsibility by 
stealing money or credit 
card information and even 

attempting to change 
beneficiary designations 
on retirement accounts or 
insurance policies.

If you suspect financial 
abuse, you can contact 
your loved one’s financial 
advisor, bank or attor-
ney, if you know who it 
is. They can’t give you 
information, but they can 
check for red flags and 
contact your loved one 
personally.

There is also help from 
your state. The National 
Adult Protective Services 
Association (NAPSA) 
provides a listing of state 
offices on its website.

If you select the caregiver 
carefully and stay alert 
for warning signs, you’ll 
be helping your loved one 
keep their finances secure.

This Article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones 

Financial Advisor

Scot Hrbacek, CFP     Financial Advisor®

Sample had a saying that 
still echoes in my mind:

“One letter can change 
everything. In hardship, you 
can either get bitter or you 
can get better.”

That message 
has stuck with me for 
years. Just one letter, 
i or e, makes all the 
difference. The letter i 
turns the focus inward: 
on frustration, blame, and 
self-pity. But the letter e 
shifts our focus outward: 
to effort, empathy, and 
growth. That tiny change 
in mindset can alter the 

entire course of a life. 
Coach Sample would 
always add with a grin, 
“There’s no ‘i’ in team, 
but there is an ‘e.’”

Attitude isn’t just 
important, it’s everything. 
It shapes how we interpret 
failure and how we 
respond to adversity. And 
success? It doesn’t happen 
in a vacuum. It’s born in 
relationships, sacrifice, 
and a willingness to take 
risks.

Many people never 
succeed because they 
fear discomfort. They shy 

away from the unknown. 
But success lives there, 
outside our comfort 
zones, in the territory 
where growth happens.

We all face doubt. We 
all get knocked down. But 
what defines us is how we 
respond. Do we stick our 
head in the sand and not 
face reality, or do we deal 
with our circumstances 
intelligently? 

Do we get bitter? Or 
do we get better? In the 
end, the choice comes 
down to just one letter. 
Let’s choose to get better.

Thought for the week, 
“Failure is simply the 
opportunity to begin again, 
this time more intelligently.” 
Henry Ford

Dr. Jack Welch is an 
educator and professional 
football coach.  His 
doctorate is in educational 
administration, and he 
has been an educator, 
administrator, and football 
coach, mentoring young 
minds, for over 40 years.  
He is also the author of 
Foundations of Coaching.  
He can be reached at 
jackwelch1975@gmail.com

Welch  -  From Page B1

Lake Belton baseball headed to playoffs to face Red Oak

Belton Baseball finishes regular season in second, heads to playoffs

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Last season, the Bron-
cos followed a flawless 
district performance with a 
first-round loss in the play-
offs. Beginning tonight, 
Lake Belton will attempt to 
avoid a similar fate. 

On the heels of captur-
ing another league champi-
onship with a perfect 10-0 
record in District 16-5A, 
the Broncos begin their 
trek toward a state title at 7 
p.m., when the first pitch of 

their opening-round series 
against Red Oak is thrown. 

Game 1 of the best-of-
three Division I encounter 
will be played at Red Oak 
with the series shifting to 
Lake Belton for a 7 p.m. 
start Friday. If necessary, 
a deciding Game 3 will be 
played Saturday at 1 p.m. at 
Glen Rose. 

Should the Broncos 
advance, they would face 
either North Mesquite or 
Molina in the second round. 

One year ago, af-
ter earning the program’s 

fourth consecutive district 
championship, Lake Bel-
ton’s season came to an end 
in the first round, falling to 
Magnolia West in two con-
secutive one-run contests 
(3-2 and 5-4).

Once again, advanc-
ing will not be easy, but the 
Broncos have momentum 
entering the playoffs. 

Lake Belton (22-5-2) 
concluded district compe-
tition Friday, when they 
hosted Waco University 
and earned a 5-0 a. It was 
the Broncos’ seventh shut-

out in league play. 
Then, after celebrating 

a fifth district title, Lake 
Belton played a pair of 
games to warm up for its 
postseason run. 

The Broncos began by 
disposing of Leander Rouse 
7-0 on the road, but their 
12-game winning streak 
was snapped in the fol-
lowing encounter as Waco 
Midway defeated Lake 
Belton 6-4 on Monday. It 
was the Broncos’ first loss 
since March 21, when they 
lost 3-1 at College Station. 

The Hawks enter the 
playoffs as the fourth seed 
from District 15, producing 
an overall record of 16-13.

Red Oak was 8-6 in 
district to reach the post-
season, where it was elimi-
nated in the opening round 
last year. 

The Hawks bring 
a three-game winning 
streak into the series after 
defeating Crandall twice 
by a combined score of 
12-0 to set up a play-in 
game versus Ennis. Red 
Oak won 10-8.

With seven returning 
starters, including three 
seniors, the Hawks have 
the potential to be a threat 
to Lake Belton, but the 
Broncos will be prepared. 

Among the team’s 
six returning starters are 
senior standouts Bryce 
Davis, a second base-
man, outfielder Camer-
on Bartz, first baseman 
Kaden Ward and pitcher 
Brandon Holley. All four 
players were all-district 
first-team selections last 
year. 

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The Tigers have won 
five consecutive games, 

but now, collecting two 
more victories is all that 
matters. 

Belton concluded its 
regular-season schedule 

Monday by traveling to 
Bastrop, where it earned a 
four-run win to cap off its 
successful streak, which 
included a second-place 
showing in the District 
16-5A standings. 

The past, however, is 
no longer of concern.

Tonight, the Tigers 
open play in Division II 
playoffs with the first 
game of their bi-district 
series against Corsicana.

McLennan Commu-
nity College will serve 
as the host for all three 
games with tonight’s con-

test and Game 2 on Friday 
each starting at 7 p.m. 
If necessary, a deciding 
game will be played Sat-
urday at 1 p.m.

Corsicana finished 
the regular season with 
an overall record of 18-7-
1, including a third-place 
9-5 showing in District 
15. 

Thanks in part to the 
play of a wealth of return-
ing starters, Corsicana 
closed its schedule with 
a flurry, winning seven of 
its final nine games. 

Belton has momen-

tum as well, though. 
During the final four 

games of district, the 
Tigers were on point of-
fensively, ammassing 68 
total runs in the quartet of 
wins. 

Facing Killeen El-
lison, Belton was domi-
nant, defeating the Ea-
gles 18-3 and 23-1, and 
the Tigers extended the 
showing with one-sided 
outings against Waco, 
posting a pair of shutouts. 
Belton won with 13 and 
14 unanswered runs.

In the final game ver-

sus the Lions, Rayshaun 
Peoples was 2 for 2 with 
a triple, three RBIs and 
two runs scored, while 
teammate Austin Wood 
had a double, an RBI and 
scored three runs. Addi-
tionally, Mayson Cartier 
was 1 for 3 with a double 
and an RBI.

On the mound, Ja-
cob Quigley struck out a 
dozen batters and allowed 
one hit in five innings. 

Then, Belton (14-11, 

See BASEBALL, 
Page B3

ishers. 
Nevertheless, he is considered 

a favorite for the gold medal along 
with Marshall senior De’Trevyon 
Goudeau (1st, 47.50) and McKin-
ney North senior Dakalon Tyler (2nd, 
47.60).

Porter will race at 7 p.m.
Ayanna Jones won the long jump 

gold medal in 2022 to account for the 
last time Belton won a state champi-
onship. 

For the Tigers, however, the 
stretch extends much further. 

Ramonce Taylor was responsi-
ble for state gold in the long jump in 
2004, defending the championship he 
won a year earlier.

Prior to Taylor, David Moreland 
was the Tigers’ last state champion, 
winning the pole vault in 1994.

State  -  From Page B1
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FAIR. Water stained; 67 
degrees; 3.32 feet below pool. 
The annual threadfi n shad spawn 
has now become very consis-
tent and will typically remain so 
through about the third week of 
May. With so much forage con-
sistently shallow the gamefi sh 
have moved shallower as well. 
Most morning action is taking 
place from the bank to 25 feet 
on areas impacted by overnight 
winds. Live bait will have an 
edge to catch white bass and 
hybrids over artifi cial presenta-
tions until the shad spawn begins 
to weaken. Fish found on sonar 
will typically not remain in one 
location very long as bait and fi sh 
move rapidly thanks to increas-
ing metabolism as the spring 
season moves on. Fishing large, 
four inches or longer, live shad 
will help select for hybrid strip-
ers, and keep smaller white bass 
at bay. Smaller baits will ensure 
more action, but for smaller fi sh, 
including white bass and blue 
catfi sh. Cut, fresh, dead shad is 
also an option when fi shing gets 
tougher after cold fronts and 
during calm winds. Those game-
fi sh spotted feeding on shad on 
the surface in the fi rst hour of the 
day and or under cloudy skies, 
can be sight-cast to. The MAL 
Original or MAL Heavy with 
silver blade and chartreuse tail 
are just the ticket for this sce-
nario. Report by Bob Maindelle, 
Holding the Line Guide Service. 
Catfi sh remain excellent with a 
consistent bite. Anglers should 
search for blue catfi sh in river 
channels and around ledges in 
20-30 feet of water. Larger cut 
baits have been effective for tro-
phy size fi sh. Slow drifting with 
small cut shad along sand fl ats 
will produce eater fi sh under 10 
pounds. Channel catfi sh are fair 
but can still be caught on warmer 
days using punch bait in 15-25 
feet of water. Report by Brian 
Worley, B&S Catfi shing.

GOOD. Water 
stained; 67 degrees; 4.26 
feet below pool. The an-
nual white bass spawn 
has almost completely run 
its course, and the annual 
threadfi n shad spawn is 
now well underway. These 
coinciding events bring 
white bass into shallow 
water to feed on spawn-
ing shad most mornings 
on slow tapering wind 
blown topographies. With 
the clear water, these fi sh 
quickly move to the 20-
25 foot mark after the 
direct sun rays strike the 
water shortly after sun-
rise. In shallow water, the 
MAL Original works very 
well to imitate spawning 
adult shad. Once the fi sh 
move out deeper, the sil-
ver, three-quarter ounce 
Bladed Hazy Eye Slab 
has been the ticket to lat-
er morning fi sh. Dropping 
the slab to the bottom and 
cranking it smoothly and 
consistently 5 to 6 turns up 
off the bottom while ob-
serving for fi sh response 
on 2-D sonar or forward 
facing soar is the key to 
getting bit consistently. 
Largemouth bass are now 
consistently in 8-14 feet 
of water, especially on 
topographic irregularities 
with some form of cover 
present. Dark, small, nat-
urally-colored soft plas-
tics worked with Texas 
rigs or Carolina rigs are 
consistent producers here. 
Report by Bob Maindelle, 
Holding the Line Guide 
Service.

FISHING REPORTFISHING REPORT
Belton Lake Stillhouse
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Prda came on to pitch 
in relief of Epperson in the 
third. Logan tripled to start 
the inning and scored on 
Molina’s bunt single.

Presli Thompson 
doubled to start the fourth 
and was run for by Aubrey 
Lynch. Stuart singled, and 
Lynch scored on Vazquez’s 
bunt single. Logan singled 
Stuart and Hailey Schutz, 
and Molina single home 
Logan to increase Belton’s 
lead to seven, 8-1.

Ballie Birdwell re-
lieved Prda in the fifth and 
walked Thompson with 
one out. Lynch came on to 
run, advanced to third on a 
passed ball and stole home 
plate.

Crandall posted four 
runs in the fifth and one in 
the sixth to pull to within 
9-6. 

Thompson singled 
to start the seventh, and 
Lynch came on to run. 
Lynch moved to second 
on an error, moved to third 
on Stuart’s fly out to right, 
and scored on Vazquez’s 
groundout to short.

The Pirates put one 
more run up in the seventh. 
However, the Tigers held 
pat to force a third game.

Logan and Molina 
each had three hits, and 
Thompson added two hits 
in Belton’s 11-hit attack. 
Vazquez and Logan both 
had two runs batted in. 

Stuart pitched two in-
nings for the Tigers, al-
lowed two runs (one earned) 
on three hits, walked two, 
hit a batter, and struck out 
one. Stone pitched five in-
nings, allowed five runs 
(three earned) on seven 
hits, struck out five and 
walked one.

Leija had three hits for 
Crandall, while Sadie Bird-
well, Madyson Bass, and 
Dixie Sterling each added 
two hits.

Epperson pitched two 
innings, allowed three un-
earned runs on one hit, 
walked two and struck out 
one. Prda took the loss, 
allowed five runs (four 
earned) on seven hits and 
struck out two. Ballie Bird-
well pitched three innings, 

allowed two unearned runs 
on three hits, walked two 
and struck out one.

The Pirates led the en-
tirety of game three, having 
established a 2-0 lead in the 
first inning and a 4-0 ad-
vantage in the third.

Stuart walked with one 
out in the fourth and was 
run for by Bowling. Bowl-
ing stole second base and 
scored on an error to get the 
Tigers on the board.

Crandall extended 
their lead in the bottom of 
the fifth to five, 6-1.

Logan’s one-out single 
and Molina reaching on 
an error in the sixth set up 
Jacklyn Munoz’s single 
that scored Logan.

The Pirates scored 
three more times in the 
sixth to cap the scoring in 
the series.

Belton had three hits 
over seven innings off Prda.

Stone picked up the 
loss in the circle, as she 
pitched two innings, al-
lowed four runs on four 
hits, walked two, and struck 
out two. Stuart pitched four 

innings, allowed five runs 
(two earned) on seven hits, 
struck out three and walked 
two.

“It was a tough se-
ries,” Belton head coach 
Morgan Birkel said. “The 
team battled through adver-
sity against a good Crandall 
squad.”

The Tigers’ 2025 cam-
paign ends with 18-16 re-
cord and a bi-district play-
off appearance. The series 
was the final games of the 
high school careers of Iris 
Molina, Hailey Schutz, 
Madison Bowling, and 
Jacklyn Munoz.
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and struck out three.
Friday’s game was a different 

chapter for the Broncos. Lake jumped 
on Benavidez for 11 runs over the first 
1 1/3 innings, with just four earned as 
the Broncos run-ruled Ennis to win 
the bi-district championship, 12-2.

A pair of two-run singles by Ruiz 
and Updyke gave Lake an early 4-0 
lead with two outs in the top of the 
first.

Salazar singled home Kaycee 
Slovak to put Ennis on the board in 
the bottom of the first.

Lake sent 13 batters to the plate 
and scored seven times in the sec-
ond inning to put the game out of 
reach. Sims scored on a passed ball, 
Gott reached on an error that scored 
Ortiz, Ruiz’s two-run double scored 

Madison Perkins and Madison Naser, 
Williams single home Ruiz and Gott, 
Ortiz’s bases-loaded walk scored Wil-
liams to give the Broncos an 11-1 
lead.

Maliyah Gooden scored on a 
passed ball in the top of the fifth in-
ning to increase Lake’s lead to 11.

Slovak hit a solo homer in the 
bottom of the fifth, but Ennis could 
not pull the game out of run-rule and 
saw their season conclude at the horse 
shoes of the Broncos.

Ruiz was 3-for-3 with four runs 
batted in. Williams and Updyke each 
had two runs batted in, and Ruiz, 
Naser, and Williams logged multi-hit 
games. Ortiz, Perkins, and Williams 
each scored twice.

Natalie Hosch picked up the win 

in the circle. Hosch pitched five in-
nings, allowed two run on nine hits, 
and struck out one.

Slovak had three hits and scored 
twice to lead the Lions.

Benavidez took the loss for En-
nis, as she allowed 11 runs (four 
earned) on seven hits, walked two, 
and hit a batter. Richardson pitched 3 
2/3 innings, allowed an unearned run 
on four hits, walked two, hit a batter, 
and struck out one.

Now with a 21-game win streak, 
Lake Belton (31-2) will face West 
Mesquite in the area playoffs at Hill 
College in Hillsboro. Game one will 
be Wednesday at 6 pm. Game two 
will be Thursday at 6 pm. If a game 
three is needed, it will be played at 6 
pm on Friday.

Lake  -  From Page B1

Lake Belton’s Perkins shines on the diamond 
By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal

From the moment she picked up a glove 
at age six, inspired by her older brother and 
college-athlete parents, Madison Perkins was 
destined for the diamond. Now a key con-
tributor for the Lake Belton Lady Broncos, the 
standout center fielder brings passion, grit, and 
a team-first mentality to everything she does.

“I’ve played shortstop, third, and catch-
er,” Perkins said. “But I love the outfield. 
You’re covering more ground, and you’re the 
last line of defense.” 

Her impact in center field is undeniable, 
and her goal is clear: to be the player her team 
can count on to catch anything.

After earning a spot on the varsity squad 
as a freshman, Perkins has become a steady 
presence for Lake Belton. 

“Last year’s state semifinal run was un-
forgettable. I was surrounded by so much tal-
ent,” she said. That experience fuels her drive 
this season, especially after the team lost six 
seniors. “People overlooked us, but we’ve 
been persistent.”

Her biggest influence? “My parents,” she 
said without hesitation. “They push me to be 

my best and always remind me that the team 
comes first.”

A quiet competitor, Perkins handles pres-
sure with poise. 

“I take a breath, look around at everyone 
supporting me, and just try to help the team 
win.” 

Off the field, she balances school, soft-
ball, and life with discipline and perspective. 
“School comes first. Without education, col-
lege softball isn’t possible.”

Her goals athis year, hitting .400, no 
fielding errors, and earning complete trust 
from her coaches, reflect a mindset rooted in 

accountability. She models her approach after 
Oklahoma coach Patty Gasso, valuing inten-
sity delivered with professionalism.

Despite the pressure of playing for a pro-
gram with high expectations, Perkins stays 
grounded. “I’ve learned to be myself and trust 
that the coaches have prepared me.”

Whether she’s chasing fly balls or sharing 
a laugh in the dugout, her presence is felt. And 
while she dreams of playing in college and 
studying nursing, she’s focused on the now. 
“I want to push this team as far as we can go 
and give the coaches the championship they 
deserve.”

7-3) completed its fine tuning for the playoffs by trav-
eling to Bastrop for a warm-up game Monday, and the 
Tigers emerged from the venue with a 6-2 win. 

Peoples was instrumental offensively once again, 
going 2 for 2 with a double, an RBI and two runs 
scored.

Pecos Smith (2 RBI) and Billy Young (RBI) each 
had a hit. 

Four pitchers — Leonisio Garcia, Wood, Young 
and Jose Rangel — threw for the Tigers, accounting 

for a total of five strikeouts and three hits. 
Belton would play either Dallas Wilson or Dallas 

Adamson in the area round if it advances. 
Last year, the Tigers saw their playoff run end in 

the first round as Magnolia earned consecutive wins 
by a combined score of 21-0.

Belton has not won a playoff game since defeat-
ing 4-2 in the first game of a bi-district series against 
Mansfield in 2022, and the Tigers have not reached the 
area round since 2021.

Baseball  -  From Page B2
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LEGALS

FREE 2 AKC REGISTERED MALE & 
FEMALE

 ENGLISH BULLDOGS PUPPIES
are ready for Adoption Raised in a loving home. 
Friendly and playful, great with kids and other 
pets. Small size, perfect for apartments. For Free 
if interested contact : drgabrieljohn2@gmail.com 
04.24,05.01,08,0515

MCGUIRE TIRE

is looking to hire automotive tire/lube tech. Apply in 
person 103 Lake Road in Belton, or 603 South First in 
Temple. Pay based on experience TFN

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is given that original Letters of 
Testamentary for the Estate of Roselen Mossman
Krushinsky aka Rose Krushinsky were issued on 
March 5, 2025, in Cause No. 25CPB00077,
pending in the County Court at Law Number 1 of 
Bell County, Texas, to Brian D. Kulisek
All persons having claims against this Estate, 
which is presently being administered, are
required to submit them, within the time and man-
ner prescribed by law, and before the estate is
closed, addressed as follows: c/o Brian D. Kulisek, 
Independent Executor,1883 Cedar Lane,
Dayton, TX 77535,
DATED the 24th day of April 2025.
/s/ Joshua C. Tisdale, Joshua C. Tisdale Attorney 
for John Femrite, Texas Bar No.: 24075164,
The Tisdale Law Firm, PLLC,1216 S. 31st St., 
Temple, TX 76504,Tel: (254) 634-8600,
Fax: (254) 554-6686,Email: legal@thetisdalelaw-
firm.com
05.01

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of Mary Louise 
Huckabee, Deceased, were issued on April 23, 
2025 in Cause No. 25CPB00201, pending in the 
County Court-At-Law No: One, Bell County, 
Texas, to: Michael Robert Huckabee. 
All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to 
present them to the undersigned within the time 
and in the manner prescribed by law: 
c/o: Neale Potts Attorney at Law, P. O. Box 
969 ,Belton, Texas 76513 
DATED the 24th day of April, 2025. 
Neale Potts Attorney for Michael Robert 
Huckabee, State Bar No.: 16179800, P. O. Box 
969, 
Belton, Texas 76513, Telephone: (254) 939-
1818, Email: neale@mpmlaw.net 05.01

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 25CPB00284

To: UNKNOWN HEIRS 

DAWN BLANKENSHIP, Applicant, on April 23, 
2025, filed an application to determine heirship and 
application for independent administration of intes-
tate estate by agreement and letters of independent 
administration in a proceeding styled: WILLIAM 
BLANKENSHIP, Deceased, and bearing the 
number 25CPB00284 in the County Court of Bell 
County, Texas. 
The court will hear the aforesaid Application after 
the expiration of ten days, exclusive of the day of 
publication, from the date this citation is published 
which will be May 01, 2025, in the County Court 
at Law #1 Courtroom, at the Bell County Justice 
Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in Belton, Texas. 
All persons interested in the aforesaid estate are 
commanded to appear at or before the time set for 
said hearing by filing a written contest or answer 
to said application should they desire to oppose or 
contest it. 
Said written contest or answer shall be filed in 
the office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, Bell 
County, Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, Texas 76513. 
The name and address of the attorney for applicant 
is: Dawn M. Smith, 325 N St Paul Floor 29, Dallas 
TX 75201 
The officer serving this Citation shall, in compli-
ance with the Law, serve it by publication once 
in a newspaper of the general circulation in this, 
the County in which the decedent last resided as 
required by Section 202.052 of the Texas Estate 
Code, for not less than ten days before the return 
day hereof, exclusive of the day of publication, and 
the date of publication said newspaper bears shall 
be the day of publication. 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of said 
Court at office on April 23, 2025. 
Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road ,Belton, TX 
76513 
By: Sophia Nieto Deputy 
05.01

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 25CPB00283

To: UNKNOWN HEIRS 
WILLIE D CAPPS, II, Applicant, on April 23, 
2025, filed an application to determine heirship and 
application for independent administration of intes-
tate estate by agreement and letters of independent 
administration in a proceeding styled: BERTHA 
CAPPS, Deceased, and bearing the number 
25CPB00283 in the County Court of Bell County, 
Texas. 
The court will hear the aforesaid Application after 
the expiration of ten days, exclusive of the day of 
publication, from the date this citation is published 
which will be May 01, 2025, in the County Court 
at Law #1 Courtroom, at the Bell County Justice 
Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in Belton, Texas. 
All persons interested in the aforesaid estate are 
commanded to appear at or before the time set for 
said hearing by filing a written contest or answer 
to said application should they desire to oppose or 
contest it. 
Said written contest or answer shall be filed in 
the office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, Bell 

County, Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, Texas 76513. 
The name and address of the attorney for applicant 
is: Dawn M. Smith, 325 N St Paul Floor 29, Dallas 
TX 75201 
The officer serving this Citation shall, in compli-
ance with the Law, serve it by publication once 
in a newspaper of the general circulation in this, 
the County in which the decedent last resided as 
required by Section 202.052 of the Texas Estate 
Code, for not less than ten days before the return 
day hereof, exclusive of the day of publication, and 
the date of publication said newspaper bears shall 
be the day of publication. 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of said 
Court at office on April 23, 2025. 
Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road, Belton, TX 
76513 
By: Sophia Nieto Deputy 
05.01

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION-PARENT 

AND CHILD
To: Any Unknown Father and All Whom It May 
Concern, Respondents, in the hereinafter-styled 
and -numbered cause: You have been sued. You 
may employ an attorney. If you or your attorney 
do not file a written answer with the clerk who 
issued this citation by 10 a.m. on the Monday next 
following the expiration of 20 days after you were 
served this citation and petition, a default judgment 
may be taken against you. The Original Petition 
of the Texas Department of Family and Protective 
Services, Petitioner, was filed in the 146th Judicial 
District Court of Bell County, Texas, on March 11, 
2025, against Shawnta Shepherd and Unknown 
Father, Respondent(s), numbered 25DFAM352317, 
and entitled “In the Interest of CHARITY 
SHEPHERD, minor child.” The suit requests to 
terminate the parent-child relationships and/or to 
appoint a managing conservator of the child. The 
date and place of birth of the child who is the sub-
ject of the suit is: CHARITY SHEPHERD, DOB: 
February 23, 2025, Place of birth: Texas 
The court has authority in this suit to render an 
order in the child’s interest that will be binding on 
you, including the termination of the parent-child 
relationship, the determination of paternity, and the 
appointment of a conservator with authority to con-
sent to the child’s adoption. 
The name and address of the attorney for plaintiff 
is Ryan Smith, Bell County Attorney’s Office, P.O. 
Box 1127, Belton, TX 76513 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of the 
Court at Belton, Texas, this the 23rd day of April  
2025 
Joanna Staton, District Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas, 1201 Huey Road, P.O. Box 909, Belton, TX 
76513 
By: C. Rodriguez, Deputy. 
05.01

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of MARTHA SUSAN 
WARNECKE, Deceased, were issued on April 21, 
2025, in Cause No. 25CPB00113, pending in the 
County Court at Law No. 1 of Bell County, Texas, 
to: TIMM ALLEN WHITE.

FOR SALE 

LEGALS

Your home or land could be one 
of your largest investments. 

We would be honored to
 represent you in this important 

transaction. 

We KNOW Belton!
GoCov.com

(254) 939-3800

LEGALS

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
All Work Warrantied and Insured

50 Years Local Experience

Free Estimates

• Seamless Gutters • Seamless Gutters 

• Window Replacement• Window Replacement
• Custom Cabinets• Custom Cabinets

• Counter Tops• Counter Tops
• Window Screens• Window Screens

  RoofingRoofing    

EMPLOYMENT
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TROY TUBBS
OWNER

(254) 778-0444
FAX (254) 778-0475

1201 S. 49th St. 
Temple, Texas 76504

Temple 
254-773-7750 

We'll Handle It. 
Harker Heights

Relax ... 

254-699-1102

Salado
254-947-8480

Belton
254-831-9320

www.fcttx.com 

Jeff Boren-Owner

Call 939-3502
900 E. Central • Belton

Residential & Commercial
Free Estimate

•CARPET & VINYL•CERAMIC & WOOD•LAMINATE FLOORING

For Floors Done Right...The First Time

• CARPET & VINYL
• CERAMIC & WOOD

• LAMINATE FLOORING

templetechnology.net

NEW OFFICE TIMES: 
Monday: 8am-4pm • Tuesday: 8am-4pm

Wednesday: 8am-4pm • Thursday: 8am-3pm
 Friday: 8am-3pm

www.beltonjournal.com (254) 939-5754

Child Find Announcement

The Belton Independent School District is required 
by federal and state law to make a dedicated 
effort to locate, identify, and evaluate every child 
from age 3 to age 21 residing or attending private 
school in our district who is suspected of having a 
disability. Eligible students are entitled to a free and 
appropriate education, including an individualized 
plan for instruction. 

If you suspect your child has a disability, and your 
child does not yet receive special education services, 
please contact:

Anuncio para localizar Niños

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Belton es 
requerido por ley federal y estatal para hacer un 
esfuerzo dedicado a localizar,
identificar y evaluar a todos los niños desde los 3 
hasta los 21 años de edad que residen o asisten a 
una escuela privada en nuestro distrito de quien se 
sospeche tener una discapacidad. Los estudiantes 
elegibles tienen derecho a una educación gratuita 
y apropiada, incluyendo un plan individualizado de 
instrucción.
Si usted sospecha que su hijo tiene una 
discapacidad y todavía no recibe servicios de 
educación especial, póngase en contacto con:

Jennifer Ramirez
Executive Director of Special Education
Belton Independent School District
400 North Wall St.
Belton, Texas 76513
254-215-2110
254-215-2111 (fax)

Annual Candy Trail provides sweet journey for trick-or-treaters
By Annie Dockery
The Belton journal

Many downtown Bel-
ton businesses will be pass-
ing out candy during the 
annual Candy Trail on Oct. 
29, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m., sponsored by Dis-
cover Downtown Belton 
and the Downtown Belton 
Business Alliance.

Leila Valchar, owner of 
My Giving Tree Gift Shop 
& Art Gallery said, “It’s 
the biggest it has been. We 
have 40 businesses that will 

be handing out candy, and 
minimum for each busi-
ness is 3,000 pieces. So, it’s 
going to put us well over 
120,000 pieces of candy 
handed out in downtown 
Belton”

All children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

The trail will start on 
the corner to Penelope, then 
on to First street, and down 
East Street with stops on 
Central Avenue and Water 
Street.

Participating busi-
nesses include Edward 

Jones (Joshua Dildine), The 
Belton Journal, Pink Bull-
dog, Nolan Creek Brewery, 
Gunter Financial Services, 
LaLuncheonette, Mind 
Your Wellness, Picasa De-
sign, Arusha Coffee Co., 
My Giving Tree, iMERA-
Ki, Garlyn Shelton Auto 
Group, The Dusty Rose, 
OakFire Pizza & Brewing, 
Bell County Music Studio, 
McWha Book Store, Na-
poli’s Italian Bistro, Razzle 
Dazzle Specialty Shop, 
Quick Release Bail Bonds, 
BeYouthful Salon, Jones 

Home & Auto, BISD Trans-
portation, Belton Police 
Foundation, Bell County 
Museum, Lena Armstrong 
Public Library, Creekside 
Cigar Lounge, Scores Pizza 
& Wings, The Gin at Nolan 
Creek, Graley’s Goodies, 
Salon & Spa at Greenbriar, 
The Beltonian Threatre, Co-
chran, Blair & Potts, Level 
3 Event & Coworking Cen-
ter, Waffle Cone Belton, 
RE/Max Great Place, Ex-
change on Central, Miller’s 
Smokehouse, Summer 
Fun Water Park, Liberty 

Church, Water Stree Waffle 
House, and Schoepf’s BBQ 
on your way home.

“We’re all excited and 
the businesses will be look-
ing forward to the thou-
sands of little trick-or-treat-
ers,” Valchar said.

A Candy Trail map 
is available on Discover 
Downtown Belton, Belton 
Market Days Facebook, and 
Downtown Belton Business 
Alliance Facebook pages. 
Maps will also be posted at 
the businesses that are dis-
tributing candy.

Barricades will start 
setting up at 1:00 p.m. with 
no cars allowed through 
after 3:30 p.m. The Candy 
Trail will be inside the bar-
ricades. 

“There’s a QR code. It 
will bring up the map and 
you can follow it on your 
phone,” Valchar added. “It 
will make it easy.”

 “My favorite thing 
is the kids,” Valchar said. 
“They’re all running around 
downtown all dressed up. 
It’s a community event; it 
brings us all together.”

File photo 
Costumed kids and familes collect candy at a prior year’s Candy Trail in downtown Belton. This year’s trail will take place Saturday evening from 4-6 p.m. 

Bison roundup in Belton 

Couresty Photo

A bison escaped from a veterinarian’s office on E. 6th Avenue in Belton on Tuesday 
morning, with the first call coming in to Belton animal control around 7:28 a.m. The bi-
son was traced down Penelope and the I-35 frontage road. “From there the bison ran to a 
thicket of trees off the I-14 frontage road, near Tractor Supply. It was finally captured off 
the shoulder of the I-14 frontage road,” said Paul Romer, Public Information for the City 
of Belton.  The animal control officer reached out to a Salado veterinarian, Romer said, 
who helped arrange assistance from a couple of local cowboys. On horseback, the pair 
worked to safely contain the bison, until it was roped old West style and subdued, then 
loaded onto a waiting trailer. Once the bison was captured the veterinarian took custody 
of it to return it to its owner, Romer said.

 All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are required 
to present them to the undersigned within the time 
and in the manner prescribed by law. ESTATE OF 
MARTHA SUSAN WARNECKE, c/o: TIMM 
ALLEN WHITE, P.O. Box 1941, Temple, Texas 
76503, DATED April 22, 2025.
 KAREN M. VILLANUEVA, State Bar No.: 
24102608, Telephone: (254) 771-1855, Facsimile: 
(254) 771-2082, E-mail: karen@templelawoffice.
com
05.01

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of JEANETTE 
WELLS MUNDELL, Deceased, were issued 
on April 21, 2025, in Cause No. 25CPB00225, 
pending in the County Court at Law No. 1 of 
Bell County, Texas, to: LORI MICHELLE 
GONZALES. 
All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to 
present them to the undersigned within the time 
and in the manner prescribed by law. ESTATE 
OF JEANETTE WELLS MUNDELL, c/o: 
LORI MICHELLE GONZALES, P.O. Box 104, 
Coahoma, Texas 79511 DATED April 22, 2025.
 KAREN M. VILLANUEVA, State Bar No.: 
24102608, Telephone: (254) 771-1855, Facsimile: 
(254) 771-2082, E-mail: karen@templelawoffice.
com
05.01

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 25CPB00277

To: UNKNOWN HEIRS 
TARA A. HARRY, Applicant, on April 22, 2025, 
filed an application for declaration of heirship and 
issuance of letters of dependent administration in a 
proceeding styled: MARY E. WELCH, Deceased, 
and bearing the number 25CPB00277 in the 
County Court of Bell County, Texas. 
The court will hear the aforesaid Application after 
the expiration of ten days, exclusive of the day of 
publication, from the date this citation is published 
which will be May 01, 2025, in the County Court 
at Law #1 Courtroom, at the Bell County Justice 
Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in Belton, Texas. 
All persons interested in the aforesaid estate are 
commanded to appear at or before the time set for 
said hearing by filing a written contest or answer 
to said application should they desire to oppose or 
contest it. 
Said written contest or answer shall be filed in 
the office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, Bell 
County, Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, Texas 76513. 
The name and address of the attorney for applicant 
is: KAREN VILLANUEVA, 2106 BIRD CREEK 
DR, TEMPLE TX 76502 
The officer serving this Citation shall, in compli-
ance with the Law, serve it by publication once 
in a newspaper of the general circulation in this, 
the County in which the decedent last resided as 
required by Section 202.052 of the Texas Estate 
Code, for not less than ten days before the return 

day hereof, exclusive of the day of publication, and 
the date of publication said newspaper bears shall 
be the day of publication. 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of said 
Court at office on April 22, 2025. 
Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road ,Belton, 
TX,76513 
By: Sophia Nieto Deputy 
05.01

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Morgan’s Point Resort Planning and Zoning 
Commission will hold a public hearing on May
6, 2025 at 4:00 PM at Event Center, 60 Morgan’s 
Point Blvd, Morgan’s Point Resort TX 76513
to consider a request for a variance to expand the 
current fence out 15 feet past the front of the
home located at 15 Golden Poppy Lp, Morgan’s 
Point Resort TX 76513: Section 20
Amended (L27-28,B2), Block 002, Lot(s) 0060 
&amp; 0026 - Bell Cad Parcel ID 499985.
Following the Planning and Zoning Commission’s 
review, the request will be forwarded to the
City Council for final consideration at a separate 
hearing on May 13, 2025, at 6:00PM, at Event
Center, 60 Morgan’s Point Blvd, Morgan’s Point 
Resort TX 76513.
The request is made by Penny Englelking/Karl 
Weuste for the purpose of creating more
space.
All interested parties are encouraged to attend and 
express their views. Written comments may
be submitted to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission at 8 Morgan’s Point Blvd, Morgan’s
Point Resort TX 76513 before the hearing.
For more information, contact Camille Bowser at 
254-742-3026 or camille.bowser@mprtx.us.
04.27,05.01

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION - CIVIL

CAUSE NO. 25DCV353242
To 
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF J.Z. MILLER, JR. 
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF MARY MILLER 
Greetings: 
You are hereby commanded to appear by filing a 
written answer to the PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL 
PETITION at or before 10 o’clock AM of the first 
Monday after the expiration of 42 days from the 
date of issuance of this Citation, the same being 
Monday, at or before 10 o’clock AM, before the 
Honorable 146th Judicial District Court, Bell 
County, Texas to be held at the Bell County 
District Courts Building in Belton, Texas. Said 
PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PETITION was filed 
in said court on April 15, 2025. 
The file number of said suit being No. 
25DCV353242. The names of the parties in said 
suit are: 
HEART O’ TEXAS COUNCIL OF THE BOY 
SCOUTS OF AMERICA VS. THE UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF J.Z. MILLER, JR.,THE UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF MARY MILLER 
The nature of said suit being substantially as fol-

lows, to wit: 

This lawsuit concerns restrictions placed on the 
sale of real property located in Bell County, Texas, 
more particularly described below. In the deed 
transferring the property to Heart O’ Texas Council 
of the Boy Scouts of America in 1932, the trans-
feror put restrictions on the future transfer of the 
property that acts as a complete restraint on alien-
ation. Plaintiff seeks a declaratory judgment from 
the Court holding that such restrictions constitute 
a violation of Texas law. The property at issue is 
described by the following:
Beginning at the South West corner of a certain 
tract of land conveyed by J. D. Blair to Spencer 
and Culpepper by deed dated Dec. 2, 1851, and 
recorded in Book E, Page 272 Deed Records of 
Bell County, Texas, this point is located s. 19 W, 
168 vrs from the South West corner of the Robt. 
Childers  Will Tract: Thence with the above tract S. 
71 E. 67 vrs to corner on the West bank of Spring 
Branch; Thence N. 52, 30 E. 151.8 vrs to point 
called for as a sycamore stump on the West bound-
ary of Branch; Thence S. 8  E. 50 vrs Thence N 
65 E. 40 vrs; Thence N. 10 W 13 vrs to corner in 
the South line of a tract from Blair to Blair and 
Barney by deed recorded in Book G. Page 710 
Deed Records Bell County, Texas; Thence S. 
71 E. 53 vrs to stake or iron pin in the middle of 
Belton-Georgetown road; Thence with the middle 
of said road S. 25-30 W. 176.4 vrs, S. 15-30 W. 
488 vrs and S. 10 W. 360 vrs to the North side of 
gravel road; Thence E. 71 30 W. with North side 
of road 326.3 vrs corner in E. L. Proctor and Pierce 
land; Thence N. 19  E. 607 vrs L. O. Stump, an 
Elm bears West 1 vara;  Thence N. 71 W. 100 vrs; 
Thence N. 19 E.100 vrs; Thence S.71 E. 40 vrs; 
Thence N 19 E. 92 vrs; Thence S. 71 E. 60 vrs; 
Thence N. 19 E. 108 vrs to the
place of beginning containing.- Fifty (50) acres of 
land.
This was issued at the request of attorney: JAY B. 
NEWTON, BOURLAND WALL & WENZEL 
PC, 301 COMMERCE STREET SUITE 2500, 
FORT WORTH TX 76102. 
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: You have been 
sued. You may employ an attorney. If you or your 
attorney do not file a written answer with the clerk 
who issued this citation by 10:00 AM on Monday 
next following the expiration of forty- two days 
after you were served this citation and petition, 
a default judgment may be taken against you. In 
addition to filing a written answer with the clerk, 
you may be required to make initial disclosures to 
the other parties of this suit. These disclosures gen-
erally must be made no later than 30 days after you 
file your answer with the clerk. Find out more at 
TexasLawHelp.org. 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of said 
Court at office in Belton, Texas, on April 28, 2025. 
Joanna Staton District Clerk Bell County, Texas, 
1201 Huey Road, P.O. Box 909, Belton, Texas 
76513 
By: M Cortez, Deputy
05.01,05.08,05.15,05.22

LEGALSLEGALS LEGALS

Call us today 
to start your 
subscribtion 
254 939 5754



TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting the Take Me Home 
Program, aimed at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home 
after getting lost. The program is a database with photos and personal information to help 
police officers find someone who is lost or wandered away from home. Take Me Home is de-
signed for individuals who may need additional aid including those with Dementia, Autism or 
specific mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept confidential 
to first responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  
Read more about the program here: https://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.
php.
Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating suicide, press option 1 
for assistance with military/veteran population. 
Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home inva-
sion, abduction or domestic violence or physically incapable. Providing location, city name 
and nature of the emergency in the first message is imperative. For further education on this 
service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 
Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton 
Police Dept.  to join.
Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police 
and community partnerships. Apply online to be a part 
of this exciting program.
Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop 
scammers from stealing your money and personal information. Share the information with 
your loved ones & Slam the Scam! Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips. 
Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement 
Center, 4235 E. US HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays 6-8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers 
discuss and help each other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

Pistons on the Creek will meet every 3rd Friday 5:30 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Great Food, Live Music, and Awesome Rides. Come down to Nolan Creek 
and show off your ride, classic, modern, muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automo-
tive enthusiasts are welcome! Support our awesome downtown businesses 
and restaurants with some great atmosphere, music, food and drinks!

Bell Fine Arts. Visitors welcome Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at 306 E th Ave. Belton. Majong games are available every Monyday, 1:00  
p.m.to 4:00 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. For more informa-
tion text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets at 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays at the Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in 
Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in crochet.  All skill levels 
are welcome.  The CGOA is also welcoming teens ages 16 - 18 to participate 
during the summer months every Wednesday.  Since March members have 
been crocheting shawls to donate to local charities.  The donation is planned 
for the middle of June, 2024. For information email Betty Reichert at bet-
tyreichert@yahoo.com, or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.
com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of the Crochet Guild of 
America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America.  Visit 
www.crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the 
third Saturdays at 10:00 in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main. Join 
us to hear from local and state candidates and about important issues and 
events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 
10-month program focuses on three key elements: community awareness 
training, leadership training, and team building. Do you have someone ready 
to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to 
make that difference.  For more information on how to participate, contact 
the chamber at 254-939-3551 or e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

CERT Course Essential Emergency Preparedness Training. DATE 
SPAN: EVERY THURSDAY FOR 8 WEEKS. Dates: September 5, 12, 
19, 26 and October 3, 10,17, 24. Time: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Skills Day 
Oct. 26th, Saturday Time: 9:00am to 1:00pm. Location:.Harris Community 
Center, 401 N Alexander St., Belton. For more information visit allevents.in/
belton/cert-course.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activi-
ties Center presents Composting for the Homeowner: How and Where to use 
it in your Landscape&quot; on Thursday, September 5 from 6 to 7:30 P.M. 
at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights. 
Certified Master Gardener, Glenn Melton will discuss how you can make
compost from materials readily available at home. He will also discuss 
various uses of compost in landscape beds and you will learn how it bene-
fits the entire lawn or garden. Class Limit:  50 Please register at https://bit.
ly/4fbcXln. Registration opens on Thursday, August 15 at 8:00 a.m.. Please 
email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerheights.gov or call 254-953-5465 if 
you have any questions.

Soggy Doggy Day hosted by Belton Parks & Recreation. Pups help end the 
Splash Pad Season in Belton. Right after Harris Community Park’s Splash 
Pad closes to humans for the season, we fence it off and let dogs in! This 
year’s Soggy Doggy Day will be Saturday, September 7, 2024. Visit belton-
texas.gov for more information. 

Belton High School Class of 1974 will celebrate its 50th Class Reunion on 
Saturday, September 7, 2024 at Summers Mill Convention Center located 
at 7441 FM 1123 in Belton TX, begining at 6:00 p.m.  (The event is casual 
dress. Also, no open bar, BYOB.)  Invites and RSVPs will be mailed out the 
first week of June, with RSVPs to be returned no later than July 15th, please. 
Social Visit on Friday evening, Sept 6th prior to the Reunion, starting at 
6:00pm at Dead Fish Grille (the old Franks Lakeview Inn) located at 2207 
Lake Road in Belton. For more information, please feel free to call or text 
one of the following: Janis (Coufal) Anderson  (210) 391-3877, Rita Aguilar 
(512) 579-7406, or Cindy (Bounds) Gilleland (254) 931-2600.

40 Year High School Reunion Celebration! We are all so excited to cele-
brate with you on Saturday, September 7, 2024, 5:30 - 10:00 p.m.  *Doors 
open at 4:00 p.m.   You are welcome to come early at the Harris Commu-
nity Center, 401 N Alexander St in Belton. Dress is party casual (no shorts) 
Dinner will be fajitas with all the fixings and sides.  Catered by our very 
own, Tracy Johnson! Desserts will be provided as well. Entertainment will 
be towards the end of the evening. We will enjoy live music by our own very 
talented and gifted Classmates. This is a BYOB event with some restrictions. 
Feel free to bring your own beverages of choice. We will provide plenty of 
water and tea. In order to prepare, we are asking you to please send in your 
RSVP as soon as possible. Email us at BeltonTigers1984@gmail.com. All 
Classmates are welcome!  Please be sure to get in touch with old friends, 
and share with them.

Trump 2024 Boat Parade Lake Belton, Tx on September 7, 2024 at 3:00 
p.m., Belton Lake Dam. Boats arrive at 1:00 p.m. Grass roots community 
Trump support boat parade organized by local neighbors and boaters. All 
spectators and boaters are welcom. No registration and admission is free. 
The 2020 TRUMP Boat Parade on Lake Belton hosted 700 boats, with 
hundreds of spectators lining the route. This event will emphasize citizen 
political participatio, peaceful assembly and boating safety. Watch from the 
shore, display flags, wear brighly colored tees or decorate your boat and join 
us. For more information visit facebook.com/events/s/trump-2024-boat-pa-
rade-lake-be/1205318200821134/. 

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Rainwa-
ter Harvesting Barrel Workshop” on Saturday, September 7 from 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 
1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener’s Teri Marceau and 
Randy Thompson will be providing educational information on Rainwater 
Harvesting followed by a class on how to build your own rain barrel to take 
home after workshop. Class Limit: Rain Barrels (food grade) included with 
cost of class: 15 available (one barrel per family, 2 family members, age 
10 and up. Fee: $60. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, August 30 or when sold out.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) will meet both on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10th and Sept. 24th  at 6:30pm at the Temple VA Hospital. Use the 
entrance on the Valet parking side of the hospital and take the elevator to the 
5th floor -Conference Room 5G31. Both care-givers, supporters and those 
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suffering from mental illness are welcome to join us for mutual support and sharing of infor-
mation .  For more information, call 254-771-3638.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be holding its monthly evening Herb Study
Group on Thursday, September 12 at 6 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension 
Office, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. This month’s topic is “All About Thyme”. No registration 
required. Please plan to join us.

BATTLEGROUND EXPO @ SENDERO SHOOTING SPORTS, 3360 W Hwy 190, 
Belton, Texas, September 13 through September 15. This event will be FREE for ALL AGES! 
Special Guest(s), Cosplayers, Artists, Vendor Tables, Games, Prizes, Food Trucks, and more! 
A weekend-long event that you won’t want to miss!!! Guests and more info TBA soon! We 
are currently accepting Vendor Table Reservations, as well as Sponsorships for the event.
For details visit: https://battlegroundcollectibles.com/expo/.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on Workshop
“Propagation-Creating New Plants for Free” on Saturday, September 14 from A.M. 12
at P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main
St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener Dave Slaughter will provide you with an
understanding of how plants grow and reproduce and using that information to create
new plants. The educational class will focus on multiple propagation techniques such
as stem and leaf cutting, layering, division and much more. Class Limit: 25. Fee: $25. Regis-
ter at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 6 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be conducting a free “Iris Swap” on Tues-
day, September 17 from 11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA
Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. You are invited to bring Iris bulbs from your
home to share or stop by and get some Iris’ to get started. Hope to see you at the Iris
Swap.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activities Center 
presents “Vegetable Gardening in Central Texas” on Tuesday, September 17, from 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights.  Certified 
Master Gardener, Dave Slaughter will discuss the challenges and opportunities of vegetable 
gardening in Central Texas plus a conversation discussion the difference of spring and fall 
vegetable gardening. Class Limit: 50. Please register at https://bit.ly/4g1dRBm. Registration 
opens on Thursday, August 27 at 8:00 a.m. Please email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerhe-
ights.gov  or call 254-953-5465 if you have any questions.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving
Workshop” on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife
Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master
Gardener, Tracy Brown will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save
you money! You will also get an opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring
your work gloves and come learn how to save seeds. Class Limit: 24, Fee: $20. Register at 
bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving Workshop” 
on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, 
BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener, Tracy Brown 
will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save you money! You will also get an 
opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring your work gloves and come learn how 
to save seeds. Class Limit: 24 Fee: $20. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

8th Annual Belton’s Bacon, Blues, & Brews Festival! Featuring Live Entertainment, Art & 
Craft Vendors, Adult Beverages, Pig Calling Contest, and a Bacon Cook-Off Between Local 
Food Trucks. Friday, Sept 27th: 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm and Sat,. Sept 28th: 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Downtown Belton: 101 E Central Ave. LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY The Damn Topedoes - 
Tom Petty Tribute Band ZZ TEX - ZZ Top Tribute Band Seger System - Ultimate Bob Seger 
Tribute Band. 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s Bell County on Saturday, October 5, Belton and surrounding area 
residents will join the fight against Alzheimer’s at the This year’s Walk will be held at Liberty 
Park at 700 Veteran’s Way Dr. in Belton, with the ceremony beginning at 9.a.m. As one of 75 
chapters of the Alzheimer’s Association, the Capital of Texas Chapter provides information, 
education and support to people with Alzheimer’s and other dementias, their families and 
caregivers. For more information, visit alz.org/texascapital.

2nd Annual Lions on the Leon on Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Join the 
fun at 1502 Park Avenue, Belton for the Wacky Boat Race and Captain “D” Dash Fun Run/
Walk. To sign up and for more information visit beltonlionsclub.com.

 J.A.I.L. Ministry Banquet scheduled for Thursday, October 10:00, 2024,, 6:00 p.m., at 
Cadence Bank Center in Belton, Tx.with Guest Speaker, Byron R. Johnson. Byron Johnson 
is Distinguished Professor of the Social Sciences at Baylor University and is the founding 
director of the Baylor Institute for Studies of Religion (ISR). He is the author of more than 
200 journal articles, monographs, and books. He is recognized as a leading authority on the 
scientific study of religion, the efficacy of faith-based organizations, and criminal justice. The 
event will highlight the ministry’s 2024 accomplishments and its impact on the Bell County 
Justice System. Sponsorships and tickets to the banquet are available by visiting www.jailm-
in.org/banquet.

Community Information
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TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopti ng the Take Me Home Program, aimed 
at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home aft er getti  ng lost. The program is a 
database with photos and personal informati on to help police offi  cers fi nd someone who is lost or wandered 
away from home. Take Me Home is designed for individuals who may need additi onal aid including those 
with Dementi a, Auti sm or specifi c mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept 
confi denti al to fi rst responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  Read 
more about the program here: htt ps://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.php.

Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplati ng suicide, press opti on 1 for assistance 
with military/veteran populati on. 

Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home invasion, abducti on or 
domesti c violence or physically incapable. Providing locati on, city name and nature of the emergency in the 
fi rst message is imperati ve. For further educati on on this service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 

Citi zens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton Police Dept. to join.

Belton Citi zens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police and community partnerships. Apply 
online to be a part of this exciti ng program.

Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop scammers from 
stealing your money and personal informati on. Share the informati on with your loved ones & Slam the Scam! 
Visit ssa.gov/scam for ti ps. 

Dementi a/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement Center, 4235 E. US 
HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Join us for acti viti es while caregivers discuss and help each 
other during this diffi  cult ti me. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

The Cultural Activities Center in Temple has announced lineups for its two 
premier music series, and visiting bands will include Los Lonely Boys, Asleep at 
the Wheel and the wildly popular Shinyribs. 2025 will usher in new music in both 
the Texas Music Series and the Central Texas Orchestral Society’s Classical Music 
Series. Some old friends will be making return engagements in Temple, and many 
new performers also will be playing the CAC stage. For more information, please 
visit https://www.cacarts.org/events. Be on the lookout for the full 2025 Texas Music 
Series lineup in next weeks edition of the newspaper.

Here’s a look at the 2025 Texas Music Series:
SHAWN COLVIN — May 16 
In the 30 years since the release of her debut album, Colvin has won three Grammy 
Awards, released 13 albums, written a critically-acclaimed memoir, maintained a non-
stop national and international touring schedule, appeared on countless TV and radio 
shows, had her songs featured in major movies, and created a remarkable canon of work.

RUTHIE FOSTER JAZZ BAND — July 12  
With fi ve Grammy nominations to her name, Ruthie Foster stands as a testament to the 
power of authenticity and resilience in music. Her soulful melodies, heartfelt lyrics and 
an unwavering commitment to her art inspire audiences and fellow musicians as she 
continues to carve a path uniquely her own.

AN CLIBURN FINALIST CLAYTON STEPHENSON — Oct. 18  
American pianist Clayton Stephenson’s love for music is immediately apparent in his joy-
ous charisma onstage, expressive power and natural ease at the instrument.

ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL — Nov. 8
Founded in 1970, Asleep at the Wheel has been part of the American roots music land-
scape for more than 50 years. 

SHINYRIBS — Dec. 6
Shinyribs, a regular visitor to the CAC, defi es genres as a melting pot of Texas blues, 
New Orleans funk, horn-driven Memphis soul, country twang, border music, big band 
swing and roots-rock. The 2025 CTOS Classic Music Series includes four big shows.

Bell County Master Gardeners Association’s Herb Interest Study Group 
Round Table Discussion: Lemon Balm - May 8
The purpose is for all persons with this interest to pursue greater knowledge of each 
and every herb (defi ned as any plant with a use in addition to its beauty). The Coor-
dinator arranges for the meetings and the topics, with all others expected to lead, in 
turn, on one or more topics, while the rest research the topic and share what they’ve 
learned at our meetings. Attendees are encouraged to bring for sharing edibles with 
the culinary herb to be studied as one of the ingredients, and/or a specimen plant 
if one is already growing the herb, and/or a photograph, and/or craft project and/or 
medicinaland/or cosmetic concoction. Socializing starts at 6:00 p.m. and the study 
promptly starts at 6:15 p.m, at 1605 N. Main Street, Belton. Attendees take turns 
sharing researched information (including chemical properties, growth habit, har-
vesting, etc.) on one or more topics, announced well in advance by the Coordinator, 
each session led by one or more volunteers. This meeting is open to Master Garden-
ers, MG Interns, and the general public. Class limit, 50. Please Register at bcmga-
speakers@gmail.com by May 5th to secure your spot. Registration is not required 
but is desired to ensure we have enough materials and seats available.

Let’s Talk About Herbs – A Four-Part Seminar Series - May 10
Step into the fragrant, fl avorful world of herbs with our new seminar series, Let’s 
Talk About Herbs. Hosted at the Extension Offi ce Grounds in the Oak Grove area  
(next to the BCMGA Learning Center), on May 10 th 9:00a.m. 1605 N. Main Street, 
Belton. This four-part series invites you to dive deeper into how herbs can enhance 
your kitchen, garden, and daily life. Each session—lasting up to two hours—will 
feature focused conversations on growing herbs, using them in everyday cooking, 
preserving their freshness, and exploring creative ways to incorporate them into 
meals. We’ll share recipes, swap gardening know-how, and learn from each other in 
a relaxed and welcoming environment. Whether you’re curious about starting your 
own herb garden, looking for fresh cooking inspiration, or simply enjoy connecting 
with like-minded folks, this series is for you. Come to one session or join them all—
there’s always more to discover when we talk about herbs. Let’s grow, cook, and 
learn—together.

Aspen Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteers Needed Listed here are many ways 
you can help make a difference for our hospice patients. You can provide compan-
ionship, listen to music, read, reminisce, play games, cards, checkers, paint nails, 
apply makeup, curl hair or take them on walks. Please visit aspenhealthcare.net or 
call 512-856-5668 for more information.

Young’s Daughters Funeral Home Dementia/Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support 
Group occurs weekly on Fridays from 6-7 p.m. This group allows your loved ones 
to join. Loved ones will be doing activities while the group of caregivers are joining 
together to better understand and learn tips and tricks for daily life. Young’s Daugh-
ters Funeral and Bereavement Center is located at 4235 East Hwy 190 in Temple.

Bell County Historical Commission holds their meetings on the fourth Monday 
of every month at 6 p.m. in the historical Bell County Court House, 101 E. Central 
Ave in Belton. Join us in our vision of preserving and promoting Bell County’s rich 
historical heritage for current and future generations. We are dedicated to initiating 
and conducting programs that preserve and celebrate the county’s historic cultural 
resources in alignment with state laws governing historical preservation in Texas. 
Our community resources consist of a research room, book repository, cemetery in-
formation, historical markers and monument records. Our services include informa-
tion on historic preservation, educational programming, history community outreach 
and partnerships. We welcome you to come join other history minded folks and get 
involved by serving on one of our committees that consist of preservation, cemetery, 
markers and education. To volunteer or for more information  please visit historical-
commission@bellcounty.texas.gov, call 254-933-5917 or go by their offi ce located 
in the historic Bell County Courthouse, 101 E. Central Ave., RM 117.

Pistons on the Creek will meet every third Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Come 
down to Nolan Creek and show off your rides. From classic to modern, muscle, rat 
rod, exotic, all automotive enthusiasts are welcome. Support our awesome down-
town businesses and restaurants surrounded by live music, food, drinks and a great 
atmosphere.

Bell Fine Arts Visitors welcome Wednesday’s from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 306 E 5th 
Ave in Belton. Majong games are available every Monday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Come join the fun and meet new folks. For more information text Jeanne at 409-313-
0611.
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Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Wednesdays at the 
Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in 
crochet. All skill levels are welcome. For information email Betty Reichert at bettyreichert@yahoo.com 
or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of 
the Crochet Guild of America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America. Visit www.
crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the third Saturday of each 
month at 10 a.m. in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main in Belton. Join us to hear from local and 
state candidates and about important issues and events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 10-month program focuses 
on three key elements: community awareness training, leadership training, and team building. Do you 
have someone ready to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to make 
that difference. For more information on how to participate, contact the chamber at 254-939-3551 or 
e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

Engage & Empower with BISD Belton ISD believes the learning experiences of our students are 
enhanced through the engagement of our community. We invite parents and community members to get 
involved in our schools. Register as a volunteer with our new volunteer and partnership system at the 
following link: https://beltonisd.ezcommunicator.net/edu/beltonisd/login_form.aspx?app=0. 

Temple-Belton Ladies Lion Club Meeting Second and Fourth Monday of every month at 6:30 pm at 
the Belton V.F.W., 2311 S. Pearl St., Belton.

Community InformationCommunity Information

NOW OPEN

"To join or for more information, please call: 
Mary Pringle (760)265-5035 or email at: pringlem@msn.com.

Visit the website: www.bellcountynewcomers.com."

Newcomers Club Activities

CAC announces 2025 concert lineups

MAY
05/01: Dominoes
05/05: Chat ‘N’ Canasta
05/06: Footloose Singles
05/07: Monthly Luncheon; Popcorn 
Bridge
05/08: 42 Dominoes
05/09: TGIF
05/10: Couples Night Out
05/12: Bookworms
05/13: Singing Bluebonnets
05/15: Nonfi ction Book Club; 42 
Dominoes

05/16: Trailblazers Walking Group
05/17: Exploring Wines
05/19: Well-Read Women; Snack 
Time Mahjong
05/20: Bunco
05/21: Popcorn Bridge
05/22: 42 Dominoes
05/26: Monday Canasta
05/27: Singing Bluebonnets
05/28: Crochet and Knit; Fun Lunch
05/29: 42 Dominoes
05/31: Jimmy’s Egg

VOLUNTEER
Breaking News

WITH
USCOME

ANYDAY
ANYTIME

DELIVER 
NEWSPAPERS512-540-6875

FOR THE SUMMER OR FOR FOREVER
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GARAGE
5225 SOUTH 31ST S TREET 

T EMPLE , T EXAS 76502
774-7510

 General Auto Repair & 

Maintenance

Adrian’s

2101 W. AVENUE M • TEMPLE, TEXAS 76504

STAAS PLUMBING COMPANY, INC.
REPUTATION BUILT ON SERVICE

KEN STAAS
778-2575

M-12173

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 
Motorcycles • Forklifts • Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 
Motorcycles • Forklifts • Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

 Jerry Graves TACLA21562E 
310 E. Central Ave.• 254-877-2628

7604 WOODWAY DR. WACO - 254-772-8042
www.airctrl.com

5515 TAYLORS VALLEY RD. TEMPLE - 254-933-8030

Financing & Trade-Ins Available

Texas State License: TACLA13736C (Temple) & TACLA23614C (Waco)

6173 W. Adams Ave. • Ste. C-201 • Temple, TX 
templeattorney@sbcglobal.net • www.popelkalaw.com

Drew Popelka
 Attorney - CPA

Popelka Law Firm, PLLC

today, tomorrow, the future

Residential & Commercial

1200 East FM 2410 • Harker Heights

(254) 698-8751 • 939-5665

Readers
Choice

M-36617

For All 
Your 

Plumbing 
Needs• Commercial/Residential

• New Construction & Remodels
• Sewer lines & Camera Services

NAGY
PLUMBING

254-760-9334 Frank Turner, Jr. & Employees

MONTEITH
Abstract &Title Co.
Home Owned Since 1876

106 South East St. • 939-5791

PRAYER.

LOVE.

ACCEPTANCE.

GRACE.

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

Mc Gregor Welding Supply Co
Welding Equipment and Supplies

110 S. Wheat Rd. Belton TX 76513
(254) 933-9353

Mon - Fri: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 7:30 am - 12:00 pm

Norman
Building

Materials

939-5132

1010 S. Main St. • Belton

FAMILY OWNED 
AND OPERATED 

SINCE 1945

774.5500 | Belton | extracobanks.com

I-35 Exit 294B   |   778-4285
www.DonRingler.com

The True Meaning of Leadership: 
Straight from the Savior

I hope everyone 
had a joyous and mean-
ingful Easter. Mine was 
wonderful, aside from 
my little “hiccup” at the 
Good Friday service. If 
you’re scratching your 
head wondering what 
I’m talking about, you 
might want to check out 
last week’s column.

As the Easter season 
winds down, two things 
have really caught my 
attention. First, I came 
across a letter to the 
editor in another local 
newspaper where the 
writer dismissed Easter 
as nothing more than 

a pagan holiday. Well, 
“bless his heart,” as my 
mother used to say. He 
couldn’t be more mis-
taken. Easter isn’t about 
bunnies, baskets, or 
brightly colored eggs, 
it’s about the cornerstone 
of our faith, the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. To 
me, it’s the most signif-
icant religious holiday, a 
day fi lled with hope and 
renewal. I’ll be praying 
for this man, and I invite 
you to join me in lifting 
him up as well.

The second thing 
that struck me was a so-
cial media post that read: 
“Sometimes I joke about 
what I’d do if I had only 
one day left to live—eat 
junk food, go wild, etc. 
But today it hit me: Jesus 
knew. And He washed 
feet. He washed feet!” 
That thought stopped me 
in my tracks. Let’s take a 
moment to refl ect on it.

These days, wash-
ing feet isn’t considered 

a particularly signifi cant 
act. But in Jesus’ time, 
it was essential, more 
than just hygiene, it 
was a necessity. Imag-
ine the dusty roads of 
ancient Israel, no paved 
streets, only dirt paths. 
Footwear? Either sim-
ple sandals or bare feet. 
Stepping into someone’s 
home meant washing off 
the grime fi rst, and many 
households kept bowls 
of water by the door for 
this purpose, water that 
had to be carried by hand 
from a well.

However, wash-
ing someone else’s feet 
wasn’t just a practical 
act; it was a task usually 
reserved for servants, an 
act of humility, a gesture 
of deference. Yet, as re-
corded in John 13:1-17, 
Jesus willingly knelt 
before His disciples and 
washed their feet. This 
was just days before 
His arrest and crucifi x-
ion, fully aware of the 

agony ahead, He chose 
to serve. He told His 
disciples: “No servant 
is greater than his mas-
ter, nor is a messenger 
greater than the one who 
sent him. Now that you 
know these things, you 
will be blessed if you do 
them.” (John 13:16-17) 
In doing so, Jesus rede-
fi ned leadership. True 
leadership isn’t about 
status, recognition, or 
being waited upon, it’s 
about humbling oneself 
and serving others.

For Christians Eas-
ter is a time of celebra-
tion, remembrance, and 
refl ection, a moment to 
recognize the life Je-
sus led, the example He 
set, and the promise He 
gave us of eternal life. 
So, as we move beyond 
Easter, let us all carry 
its message forward, liv-
ing each day in service, 
humility, and faith. God 
bless each of you!

John Perry 

BELTON/MORGAN’S       
POINT RESORT

Agape Christian Center 
321 N. Penelope ~ 254.939.WORD

Anchor of Hope Fellowship
5700 F.M. 439 ~ 254.721.6514

Belton Christian Church
9425 W FM ~ 436 254.939.1172

Belton Church of Christ
3003 N. Main ~ 254.939.1816

Belton Church of God in Christ
1122 W. 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.1697

Belton First Assembly of God 
500 S. IH-35 ~ 254.933.2803

Belton Lighthouse 
1001 NE Loop 121 ~ 254.654.7278

Belton Nazarene Church
1701 Sparta Rd ~ 254.939.3404

Bethel A.M.E. Church 
401 S. Davis St. ~ 254.939.6090

Central Texas Cathedral Worship 
Center
700 S. Main Street ~ 254.831.3064

Christ Bible Baptist Church
1590 Jack Rabbit Rd ~ 254.939.9247

Christ the King Catholic Church
310 E. 24th Ave. ~ 254.939.0806

Christian Tabernacle Church              
Apostolic UPC 
1010 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.3464

Cornerstone Community Church 
5081 Dog Ridge Rd ~ 254.721.8250

Crossroads Church 
500 South I-35 ~ 254.939.2122

Dominion Life Chapel 
105 Green Briar St. ~ 254.563.0472

Elm Grove Baptist Church
6388 Elm Grove Rd. ~ 254.933.8127

Family Gospel Church 
2210 Holland Rd. ~ 254.721.0707

Fellowship Baptist Church
2025 Morgan’s Point Rd ~ 254.780.2388

First Baptist Church Belton
506 N. Main St. ~ 254.933.3391

First Christian Church of Belton
306 E. Fifth Ave. ~ 254.654.5096

1st Christian Church of Temple
300 N 5th St ~ (254) 773-9061

First Mexican Baptist Church
703 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.6900

First Presbyterian Church of Belton 
2500 Church Street ~ 254.939.2115

First United Methodist Church           
205 E. 3rd Ave. ~ 254.939.5703

Free Pentecostal Church of Jesus
1111 Cacti Lane ~ 254.933.8201

Freedom Bible Fellowship                  
3087 W. Ave. D ~ 254.933-3310

Holy Temple of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
of the Apostolic Faith, Inc. 
519 S. Pearl St. ~ 254.613.4591

Hope Community Church
507 Mitchell St. ~ 254.933.8222

Hope Tabernacle
202 E. 1st Ave. ~ 254.933.8222

Iglesia de Cristo
3303 N. Main ~ 254.939.6910

Immanuel Prince of Peace                   
Lutheran Church 
1215 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.0824

Keys Valley Baptist Church
4393 W. US Hwy. 190 ~ 254.939.1650

Lakeview Baptist Church
7717 N Hwy. 317 ~ 254.780.1884

Liberty Church
302 E. Central Ave. ~ 254.933.7107

Liberty in Christ Church
2520 N. Main ~ 254.939.3337

Miller Heights Baptist Church
1400 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.1835

Ministerios Vida
2020 S. IH-35 ~ 254.624.8015

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
218 Alexander St. ~ 254.939.5621

New Life Fellowship 
706 E. 4th. ~ 254.939.8011

Nolan Valley Baptist Church
13206 W. FM 93~ 254.721.5998

Pentecostal Church of  Jesus Christ
117 N. Birdwell St. ~ 254.939.0822

Redeemer Reformed  Baptist Church
505 E. Ave C. www.RRBC1689.com

Redeemer Reformed Baptist Church
2378 FM 1670 ~ 254.939.6446

Temple Vision de lo Alto
4357 Orchard Hill ~ 254.563.1231

Trinity Full Gospel 
810 East 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.7673

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
Bell County
1726 Morgan’s Point Rd. ~ 254.778.8034

TEMPLE

Christ Episcopal Church and School 
300 N. Main St. ~ 254.773.1657

Christian Life Church 
4343 West FM 93 ~ 254.939.2626

Covenant Lutheran Church
4202 Hickory Rd. ~ 254.733.7718

First Baptist Church Temple
8015 West Adams Ave. ~ 254.773.6866

First Methodist Church Temple, GMC
102 N. 2nd Temple. TX ~ 254.773.7992

First Presbyterian Church Temple
12 West French ~ 254.773.3407

Foundation Church
10751 W. Adams ~ 254.780.9673

Grace Baptist Church 
740 Jayline Drive ~ 254.773.1401

Grace Comm. Primitive Baptist Church
3111 N. 3rd St ~ 254.774.8192

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S 57th ~ 254.773.2134

Harvest Church 
2501 General Bruce Dr. ~ 254.780.3566

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2109 W. Ave H ~ 254.773.3898

Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd. ~ 254.939.0682

New Hope Church  of God
2005 W. Ave D., Suite D. ~ 254.742.2181

St. Francis Episcopal Church & School 
5001 Hickory ~ 254.733.4255

St. Luke’s Catholic Church
2807 Oakdale Dr. ~ 254.773.1561

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
1018 S 7th St. ~254.773.4541

Taylors Valley Baptist Church            
2497 W. FM 93 ~ 254.939.0503

Temple Bible Church 
3205 Oakview Drive ~ 254.778.3233

Temple First Church of the Nazarene
5000 S. 31st ~ 254.773.3744

The Redeemed Christian Church of 
God Salvation Center 
405 Van Dyke Drive, Suite 403A ~ 469-
348-1475

Unity Church of Temple 
318 N. 2nd ~ 254.770.0070

Vineyard Christian Fellowship
7425 W Adams Ave. ~ 254.778.2802

Vista Community Church
7051 Stonehollow Dr.  ~ 254.774.7992

Wildwood Baptist Church
5195 Cedar Creek Rd. ~ 254.773.3177

SURROUNDING AREA

Central Union Church of Christ         
Nolanville
100 W. Avenue G ~ 254-698-0313

Little River United Methodist Church 
104 N Kings Tr. ~ 254.982.4767

Little Rivers Freedom Road Fellowship 
1406 W. Church St. ~ 512.595.1886

Salado United Methodist Church 
650 Royal St. ~ 254.947.5482  
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BEST IN CLASS DIGITAL AUDIO, VIDEO & 3D     
 PREMIUM LEATHER SEATING       RESERVED SEATING AVAILABLE   
      FULL-SERVICE KITCHEN              CAFE & IN-THEATER DINING

       BLUE BELL ICE CREAM                      ONLINE TICKETING 

          2809 Oakmark Dr. Belton.                 GRANDAVENUETHEATER.COM

254-939-5000

any movie
anytime

      buy 1
get 1 free

BUFFET, SUSHI & GRILL

PEOPLE WHO WALK 
THROUGH OUR 

DOORS ARE NOT ONLY 
CUSTOMERS, BUT 

OUR FRIENDS. 

WHEN YOU BUY 2 BUFFETS & 3 DRINKSBUY: 2 BUFFETS & 3 DRINKS, 
GET 1 BUFFET FREE

Two Tickets with 
One Large Popcorn 

& Two Drinks 

  $20.ºº
* Not good with any other offer *

219 E Central Ave, Belton, TX 76513
Advance Tickets 254-831-3161

EXP. 11-

Exp. 02-28-25Exp. 02-28-25

254-939-3010254-939-3010
2170-B NORTH MAIN, BELTON2170-B NORTH MAIN, BELTON

Now Serving Breakfast 
7 Days a week

Starting at 8am to 11am

Clembbq.com

BUFFET, SUSHI & GRILL

PEOPLE WHO WALK 
THROUGH OUR 

DOORS ARE NOT ONLY 
CUSTOMERS, BUT 

OUR FRIENDS. 

WHEN YOU BUY 2 BUFFETS & 3 DRINKSBUY: 2 buffets & 3 drinks, 
get 1 buffet free

CUT-IT-OUTCUT-IT-OUT

Two Tickets with 
One Large Popcorn 

& Two Drinks 

  $20.ºº
* Not good with any other offer *

219 E Central Ave, Belton, TX 76513
Advance Tickets 254-831-3161

EXP. 11-

Exp. 02-28-25Exp. 03-31-25

254-939-3010254-939-3010
2170-B NORTH MAIN, BELTON2170-B NORTH MAIN, BELTON

Now Serving Breakfast 
7 Days a week

Starting at 8am to 11am

Clembbq.com

BUFFET, SUSHI & GRILL

PEOPLE WHO WALK 
THROUGH OUR 

DOORS ARE NOT ONLY 
CUSTOMERS, BUT 

OUR FRIENDS. 

WHEN YOU BUY 2 BUFFETS & 3 DRINKSBUY: 2 buffets & 3 drinks, 
get 1 buffet free

CUT-IT-OUTCUT-IT-OUT

CUT-IT-OUTCUT-IT-OUT

5-31-25 5-31-25
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