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Belton man takes Top Male Trooper
award at annual DPS competition

Special to the Journal

The Texas Department
of Public Safety (DPS) an-
nounced the winners of the
14th annual Javier Arana
Jr. Top Trooper Competi-
tion.

The contest wrapped
up on Friday after several
days of intense competi-
tion at the DPS Tactical
Training Center in Flor-
ence.

The Top Male award
went to Brody Telfer of
Belton and the Top Female
award went to Melanie
Moreno of Seguin.

As part of taking the
title of Top Trooper, Telf-
er and Moreno received
a custom Spartan sword,
kettlebell, pistol slide and
handcuffs, among other
prizes.

They also now qualify
to represent Texas DPS in
the National Top Trooper
Competition, which will
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DPS Trooper Brody Telfer of Belton and Trooper Melanie Moreno of Seguin hold
their Top Trooper awards after emerging victorious at the 14th annual Javier
Arana Jr. Top Trooper Competition held last week at the DPS Tactical Training

Center in Florence.

be held in Ohio in Septem-
ber, have the opportunity
to compete in the National
LawFit Challenge and at-
tend the International Chiefs
of Police Annual Confer-
ence and Exposition.

Telfer and Moreno
will be recognized at an
upcoming Public Safety
Commission Meeting at
DPS Headquarters in Aus-
tin.

This year, 140 DPS

personnel from across
the state competed in the
multi-day competition, in-
cluding 112 males and 28
females — the highest num-

See TROOPER,
Page A2
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Teen artist Echo Jennings paints a custom mural for
JNeely’s burrito bar in Belton.

Teen paints mural at
JNeely’s Burrito Bar

By Michele Weisman
The Belton Journal

Fourteen-year-old
Echo Jennings, a freshman
at Temple High School,
is painting a mural for
JNeely’s Burrito Bar in Bel-
ton.

Owner, Shanna Grote,
needed an artist to paint
her vision of an alien drink-
ing a cow through a straw

with a desert background.
A customer of JNeely’s
and friend of Joe Jennings,
Echo’s dad, connected the
owner and teen.

“She’s done some other
murals, so it’s a good oppor-
tunity for her to have some-
thing really fun. It’s what
we wanted,” said Grote.

See JNEELY’S,
Page A2

Deeken recognized as Belton’s Environmental Ambassador for 2026

By Lynette Sowell
The Belton Journal

Belton Parks Board
member Jim Deeken was
recognized Thursday as
an Environmental Ambas-
sador during a regional
ceremony hosted by the
Cen-Tex Sustainable Com-
munities Partnership.
Deeken is among several
individuals and organiza-
tions selected for the 2026
Environmental Ambassa-
dor Award, which honors
efforts in community ser-
vice, beautification, con-
servation, pollution pre-
vention and recycling.

In addition to his ser-
vice on the Parks Board,
Deeken has  regularly
volunteered at Heritage
Parks, including with the
disc golf course there.
U.S. Army Garrison-Fort
Hood Commander Mark
McClellan and representa-
tives from Fort Hood and
neighboring communities
gathered at the Killeen
Arts and Activities Center
to sign a proclamation rec-
ognizing April as Sustain-

able Environment Month.
The partnership includes
Fort Hood and the Cit-
ies of Belton, Copperas
Cove, Gatesville, Harker
Heights, Killeen, Lampa-
sas, Nolanville and Salado.
Other Environmental Am-
bassador awardees include:

Harker Heights: Rox-
anne Flores

Killeen: Scedric Moss
Lampasas: Forward Lam-
pasas

Nolanville: Mary Jane
Utterback

Village of Salado:
Linda Griffith, Karen V.
Morris

Copperas Cove: Renee
Moore

Fort Hood: Sergeant
First Class Floyd Bristol
Gatesville: Keep Gatesville
Beautiful

Centex Sustain-
able Partnership also has
awards for youth, the
YEA! Awards. This year,
the following school dis-
tricts had campuses receive
awards to include: Greater
Fort Hood Recycle Bowl:
Copperas Cove ISD, Het-
tie Halstead Elementary;
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Belton Parks Board member Jim Deeken is recognized as an Environmental Ambassador during a regional
ceremony last Thursday hosted by the Cen-Tex Sustainable Communities Partnership.

Lights Out Lunch: CCISD,

Hettie Halstead Elemen-
tary; Sustained Excellence:
CCISD, Hettie Halstead
Elementary, Martin Walk-
er FElementary Fairview/
Miss Jewell Elementary;

Pull Together to Make a Elementary; Lampasas  dor awardee who has con-
Difference: CCISD, Fair- ISD, Kline Whitis Elemen-  tinued to make an impact
view/Miss Jewell Elemen- tary. in the Central Texas region.

tary; School Beautifica-
tion: Lampasas ISD, Kline
Whitis Elementary; Rising
Star: CCISD, House Creek

A new award, the Most
Valuable Protector, recog-
nized a past community
Environmental Ambassa-

This year’s awardee
is the Tavera Green Force
- Martin Tavera, Antonio
Tavera and Thiago Tavera.

Belton’s Deputy Chief of Police graduates from FBI academy
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Daniel Aguirre

Special to the Journal

Belton Police Deputy Chief
Daniel Aguirre recently graduated
from the prestigious FBI National
Academy.

A 16-year veteran of the Bel-
ton Police Department, Aguirre
was among 253 law enforcement
officers who completed the Na-
tional Academy in Quantico, Va.,
on March 18.

The 297th class included of-
ficers from 48 states, the District
of Columbia, and 24 countries.
Internationally known for its academ-

ic excellence, the National Academy
offers 10 weeks of advanced com-
munication, leadership, and fitness
training. Participants are pushed to
sharpen critical thinking, leadership,
and evidence-based policing skills
in the classroom, while also meeting
strict physical standards that build re-
silience, discipline, and endurance.
“Deputy Chief Daniel Aguirre’s
selection for the FBI National
Academy reflects a proven record
of leadership, innovation, and pro-
fessional excellence,” said Bel-
ton Police Chief Larry Berg, who
completed the National Academy

in 2017. “His results-driven ap-
proach, commitment to continu-
ous improvement, and ability to
apply modern policing strategies
made him a standout candidate
for this highly selective program.”
Since it began in 1935, 56,941
graduates have completed the
FBI National Academy. The Na-
tional Academy is held at the
FBI Training Academy, where
the FBI trains new special
agents and intelligence analysts.
FBI Co-Deputy Director Christopher
Raia delivered remarks at the ceremo-

ny.

in el

0

(254) 771-1303

Templewrecker.com

Belton/Temple

clinic!

1618 Canyon
Creek Dr. #120

Real'®

DERMATOLOGY ———

Serving patients closer to home!
RealSkinDerm.com

% Aesthetic Services

% Common Skin Nail & Hair Issues
% Procedural Dermatology & Mohs
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3 new Lennox® system**
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participating Lennox® dealer for promotion details. Qualifying items must be installed by June 19, 2026. This offer applies to residential installations only.
Rebate claims must be submitted (with the Dealer’s invoice to the homeowner listing all models and serial numbers) to www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com no
ater than July 19, 2026 11:59:59 p.m. ET. Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox Prepaid Mastercard®. Use your card anywhere Mastercard is accepted. This
card is issued by The Bancorp Bank, N.A., pursuant to license by Mastercard International. Mastercard and the circles design are registered trademarks of

Air Conditioningvy>—
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utility rebates that
may be available**

(254) 939-1141

Serving Central Texas Since 1964
Locally Owned and Operated
Visit us at bellaircond.com

Mastercard International Incorporated. The Bancorp Bank, N.A.; Member FDIC. This is not a gift card. This card is issued for loyalty, award or promotional
purposes. Please note that prepaid cards are subject to expiration, so pay close attention to the expiration date of the card. Conditions apply. See www.
lennox.com/terms-and-conditions for complete terms and conditions. **Offer available between March 9, 2026 and June 12, 2026. All applications are
subject to credit review and approval. Not all applicants will qualify. Requires purchase of qualifying Lennox® system. No down payment required. If you
qualify for this promotion (*Promotion”) and elect to participate, Finance Charges (interest) will not accrue for the first twelve months (Promotional Period),
and you will not be required to make payments during the Promotional Period. If you pay the entire amount financed on or before the last day of the
Promotional Period (Promotional Expiration Date), you will not have to pay any Finance Charges. However, if you qualify and elect to participate in the
Promotion and do not pay the entire amount financed on or before the Promotion Expiration Date, you will be charged Finance Charges starting the first day
after the Promotion Expiration Date at an annual percentage rate (APR) of 11.95%, and the balance will be payable in 120 scheduled monthly payments of
$14.30 per $1,000 of the amount financed. No prepayment penalties. Minimum and maximum amount financed of $3,000 and $100,000, respectively. Late
charges may apply. Complete terms and conditions and Truth in Lending disclosures will be set forth in the Retail Installment Contract which you should
review carefully. **Savings vary based on local energy provider and where you live. Contact your local utility provider or ask your local dealer for details.
©2026 Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

Sponsors sought for September steak cook-off

By Shalee Corey-Wiebe
The Belton Journal

There will be a steak cook off at Scho-
epf’s Barbeque on September 19, 2026.

Derik Strelsky, owner of Texas Barbeque
Enterprises, calls this event the “Beef is King:
Steak Cookoff,” and said that there is not a set
time yet, but that it likely will be held from
around noon until seven o’clock.

The event will be sanctioned by the
Steak Cookoff Association. It will begin with
the preliminary rounds, in which three win-
ners will be decided on to compete in the next
stage.

Several celebrities are expected to be
there to judge the competitors, including Food

Network winners Erica Roby and Adrian Da-
vila, as well as The Daytripper, Chet Garner.

Eric Raines, professional DJ and radio
station personality, will be the MC for the
event.

According to Strelsky, the event will be
recorded and modeled after the Food Network
show, “Barbeque Pit Masters.”

The information to sign up will be on the
Steak Cookoff Association’s website and will
include a form and an entry fee.

“Anybody can get in this event. Anybody
can compete. So, if you’re ready to put your
steak on the grill and try it out, you're wel-
come to do that,” Strelsky said. “Ticket prices
are not set yet, but they will be extremely af-
fordable.”

Aside from the entertainment, Strelsky
said that the event will support the Belton
community.

“It’s going to bring a lot of attention
here, and the community is going to benefit
from the publicity and the traffic that comes
through to buy things.”

They are going to need some help to pull
off an event this big.

“We need some big sponsors too, so
this is a call out for anybody that would like
to help us. The event could range anywhere
from $20,000 to $29,000,” he said. “We need
one $10,000 donation, and we’re hoping
that GO TEXAN will do that. But we need
other things. We have to pay for the judges,
we have to pay for the MC, we have to pay

for the steak, we have to pay for the media.
There’s just so much—security, insurance—just
so many things that you’ve got to look at and
pay for in advance.

Text message phishing scam impersonates

Texas DMYV and law enforcement

Special to the Journal

Law enforcement agencies across the state are warning
residents about text message scams impersonating the Texas
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV).

Better Business Bureau Heart of Texas (BBB) has re-
ceived several reports of these scams. These fake texts claim
you have an outstanding traffic ticket and may face major pen-
alties if you don’t pay up.

You receive what looks like an urgent text message from
the DMV. The text states this is your “final notice” that you
have an outstanding traffic ticket and that it must be paid soon
to avoid penalties. The text outlines various serious penalties
like being reported to the DMV violation database, suspen-
sion of your vehicle registration, suspended driving privileges,
prosecution, damaged credit scores, paying additional fees, and

more.

BBB has received several reports of these text message
scams to BBB Scam Tracker. One consumer shared this mes-
sage:

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles final notice: Accord-
ing to our records, the traffic violation associated with your
account remains unresolved. This is a final reminder that pay-
ment has not been received. In accordance with Texas Code
Title 9 Motor Vehicles section 9-18-2-7, if full payment is not
submitted by February 25, 2026, the following enforcement ac-
tions will be initiated....

BBB has tips to help you avoid text message phishing
scams:

Verify your outstanding traffic tickets on your own. Con-
tact your local police department or call the DMV directly.

Don’t click on links or download files that are unexpect-

edly texted to you. Scammers can disguise links to make them
look legitimate. Even if the link’s domain looks real, take steps
to identify whether it is a safe link

Block and report the number and delete the message.
Some smartphones and cell phone providers allow you to re-
port phone numbers as spam. Be sure to delete the message.

Never give out your personal information to someone you
don’t know. Phishing scams often ask you to provide personal
information like your birthdate, Social Security number, and
more. Never provide this information to someone who contacts
you out of the blue.

If you receive a text message impersonating your state’s
DMV, report it to BBB Scam Tracker to warn others. In addi-
tion, file a report with the FBI Internet Crime Complaint Cen-
ter (IC3). Reporting scams helps consumers become aware of
scams and helps law enforcement track down scammers.

Belton Band Boosters raise over
$15,000 during Reverse Raffle

By David Stone
The Belton Journal

Good times were had by all at Saturday’s
Belton Band Booster Club’s Reverse Raffle.

“It was a fantastic event — great food,
live music and some really incredible prizes,”
said Sabrina Boley, president of the Booster
Club. “Our goal was to raise more than
$10,000 to benefit the Belton High School
Marching 100. I am excited to report that the
Band Boosters brought in more than $15,000
at the Lucky Luau Reverse Raffle.”

“The proceeds will give us the jump
start we need for purchasing a new 53-foot
semi-trailer for the band,” she said.

Saturday’s fundraiser included dinner
for two, beer and wine from Bold Republic
and live music by Beau Heitmiller. It also in-
cluded a reverse raffle.

Unlike a traditional raffle, a reverse
raffle eliminates tickets instead of selecting
winners right away. As numbers are drawn
throughout the evening, those tickets are re-
moved from play. The excitement builds as
fewer tickets remain. If your ticket is drawn

early, you’re out — but you will have oppor-
tunities to buy back in, purchase insurance
or auction your ticket later in the evening.
As the night continues, the last 10 remaining
tickets win prizes, with the final ticket stand-
ing taking home the grand prize — a $2,500
gift card.

A silent auction and a game of heads or
tails were also held at the fundraiser.

“Our Booster organization is committed
to keeping our student fees as low as possible
and offsetting the cost through our fundrais-
ing efforts, Boley said.

“In addition, we’re also investing in
maintaining important assets like our kettle-
corn trailer and increasing our Director’s
Fund for timely purchases.”

“Our long-term goal is raising enough
money to purchase a new 53-foot trailer,”
she added. “Our current trailer is 35 years old
and needs to be replaced, but this is a ma-
jor investment that will take multiple years
of planning and fundraising. The work we’re
doing now is laying the foundation to make
that future purchase possible.”

Tl'OOpeI’ - From Page Al

ber of female competitors to ever take part in the event’s
history.

The competition tested Troopers on driving and fire-
arms skills, physical conditioning, endurance and job
knowledge through nine events.

“This competition represents the very best of the
Texas Department of Public Safety. These Troopers dem-
onstrate not only elite skill and discipline, but an unwav-
ering commitment to protecting and serving Texans,”
said Texas Highway Patrol Chief Bryan Rippee. “These

JNBEly ,S - From Page Al

men and women push themselves beyond the standard,
and their performance reflects the highest level of train-
ing and readiness required to represent our agency with
excellence.”

The Top Trooper Competition is named after DPS
Trooper Javier Arana Jr., who participated in the inau-
gural competition in 2012 and passed away shortly after.

Beyond the competition itself, events like the Top
Trooper Competition play a critical role in strengthening
partnerships across the state.

Troopers from different regions come together,
building relationships and trust that are essential when
responding to large-scale incidents such as natural disas-
ters, where personnel from across Texas must work side
by side.

At the same time, participants gain valuable, hands-
on training that enhances their skills, readiness and abil-
ity to respond effectively in high-pressure situations —
ultimately making them stronger, more capable Troopers
for the communities they serve.

Echo is a multiple award-winning artist from awards in elementary school, middle

school, and now in high school.

She has entered work with the Cultural Activities Center Temple (CACT) and Vi-
sual Arts Scholastic Event (VASE). Last year, Echo won third place at the CACT for

her entry.

“Ever since she was little, she’s been all about art. I support it 100 percent,” said

Joe Jennings.

Echo had a turning point in elementary school with her art.

“In second or third grade, we had an art class, and I loved the teacher. It was so
much more entertaining for me than anything else,” said Echo.

Using house paint as her medium for the mural, Echo started with a yellow paint

sample and built the rest of the colors around that card.

“Echo decided to add a little bit, so she has the alien eating a burrito inside the

spaceship,” said Grote.

Echo did not want a stock image.

“I’'m trying to put a lot of exaggeration into it, something cartoony,” Echo added.

“I asked her to add a big five way up high,” said Grote, “So when somebody goes,
‘What is that?’ you go, ‘High five.””

With the line work and shading still to be done, it will take a couple more weekends

to complete.

Echo has been offered two other mural jobs from her work at JNeely’s. She will
be showing her work at The Walker Honey Farm for their Wildflower Artisan Market
on Saturday, April 4, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. You can follow Echo’s art on Instagram at
echo-lee and on Facebook at Echo-lee Jennings.

“JNeely’s is Belton’s hangout. A fun place to come relax with lots of events, good

food, and great bar drinks,” said Grote. At JNeely’s no reservations are needed to come
with a small group or large.
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Submission guidelines for
The Belton Journal and related properties:

Any image, story or other unsolicited information
sent to The Belton Journal is considered a communi-
ty-contributed submission of material and falls under
these guidelines.

* You retain ownership of any submission that is
your original work. Submissions sent from third parties
should only be by permission of the organization or
individual who owns it, who also must agree to this

submission policy.

* You understand that submissions may or may not
appear in the Belton Journal and its related forms of
publication, now or in the future.

* By contributing a submission, you are granting to
the Belton Journal unrestricted, non-exclusive right to
use it now and in the future. This includes modifying
the original submission to fit print requirements.

* Submissions used become a permanent part of the
Belton Journal and its product offerings. By virtue of

appearance on the Belton Journal Web site, submis-
sions may also become a permanent part of search
engine caching libraries (such as google.com) and
online archiving organizations (such as archive.org).

* Submissions not immediately used become a per-
manent part of the Belton Journal’s library, with rights
for possible future use.

* By contributing any submission, you are indicating
you have read and understood this policy and agree to
its terms.

SUBMISSION DEADLINES:

To be considered for inclusion in the Belton Journal,
all submissions must be received by 5:00 p.m. on
Monday of the week in question.

Opinions expressed (including Letters to the Editor)
are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect
the opinions held by the Belton Journal’s management,
staff or advertisers. Letters to the Editor should not
exceed more than 350 words. Contact us at (254)
939-5754.
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Kiddie Academy of Temple-Belton breaks ground

Special to the Journal

Kiddie Academy® Educational Child Care, a nation-
ally recognized brand of comprehensive educational child-
care programs, announces the groundbreaking of a new
franchise location at 5126 State Highway 317 in Belton.

Kiddie Academy of Temple-Belton, which held its
groundbreaking celebration on March 12, is owned and
operated by husband-and-wife team John Paul and Beckie
Taylor. The groundbreaking was attended by members of
the Belton and Temple Chambers of Commerce.

“After owning another business in the Belton com-
munity for 16 years, John and I are thrilled to begin our
next chapter by expanding access to quality childcare in
the area,” said Beckie Taylor. “As business partners, we
bring a strong combination of vision, determination and
entrepreneurial experience to the Kiddie Academy family
— and as parents, we’re equally committed to providing
a caring, nurturing and structured environment for local
children.”

The state-of-the-art, 11,100-square-foot location will
be equipped with 11 classrooms and will feature live-
stream camera access for families, a STEM-inspired out-
door playground equipped with shaded play areas, a splash
pad and VersaCourt. Kiddie Academy of Temple-Belton
will serve 200 children ages 6 weeks to 12 years. The new
Academy expects to bring 30 jobs to the area.

“Our aim is to build a community grounded in trust
and dedication for the next generation,” added Taylor.

For more information, visit www.kiddieacademy.
com/academies/temple-belton.

Courtesy Photo

Kiddie Academy of Temple-Belton has broken ground at 5126 State Highway 317 in Belton. The 11,100
square-foot location will be equipped with 11 classrooms and will have a STEM-inspired outdoor playground
equipped with shaded play areas, a splash pad and VersaCourt. Kiddie Academy of Temple-Belton will serve
200 children ages 6 weeks to 12 years. The new Academy expects to bring 30 jobs to the area.

Relay for Life coming in May

By David Stone
The Belton Journal

Relay for Life — the annual volunteer-led fundrais-
ing movement of the American Cancer Society to cele-
brate cancer survivors and remember loved ones lost —
returns to Belton on May 2.

The local event will start at 12 p.m. at Cadence Bank
Center.

The primary purpose of Relay For Life is to raise
funds to support cancer research, advocacy, and patient
services, such as free rides to chemotherapy or lodging
near hospitals.

“We are raising money and awareness for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society,” said Amy M Jones, Bell County
Relay for Life lead. “There will be a silent auction and

a vendor market. We will be highlighting the American
Cancer Society’s Hope Lodges — which are like Ronald
McDonald houses but for cancer patients — and our Road
to Recovery Program.”

Road to Recovery is a free ride-share program that
gets patients to their treatments.

“We will honor our survivors with a Survivor Lap at
5:30 p.m. and a Luminary Ceremony at 8 p.m.,” Jones
said. “There will be Zumba, bingo and a wigmaker that
works with insurance for Veterans and cancer survivors.”

The Killeen Ellison High School jazz band will en-
tertain at 3:30 p.m.

The Luminary Ceremony allows Relay participants
to share an emotional moment when each luminary is lit
in remembrance of a life touched by cancer.

The ceremony is a signature element of every Relay

File Photo

Cancer survivors celebrate during a past Bell County Relay For Life. This year’s event is set for May 2 at the

Cadence Bank Center.

For Life event, according to Jones.

At nightfall, these homemade paper lanterns, deco-
rated with the names of loved ones, are lit in honor and
in memory of a life touched by cancer. The ceremony in-
cludes a moment of silence for those we have lost.

When a person makes a donation for a luminary, they
are honoring a loved one while helping the American
Cancer Society continue to fight cancer on all fronts.
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Easter, an invitation

By Michele Weisman
The Belton Journal

Easter Sunday is one of the most important celebrations of the year.

Churches fill up with attendees celebrating that Christ was victorious over death on a cross.

The hope of this article is that you will discover a local service to attend if you have never
attended church, are curious about God, have family visiting who want to attend, or, after an
absence from church, are wondering if you are welcome.

You are, and each listing and advertisement is an invitation.

This entire week is known as Holy Week, with several dates to reflect, and remember the
steps to Christ’s crucifixion. As this printing comes out the day before Good Friday, we’ll in-
clude Good Friday services and Easter Sunday. Good Friday reflects on Jesus giving himself
up for arrest, his trial, scourging, crowning, crucifixion, and burial. Easter Sunday celebrates
Christ’s resurrection, victory over death, and assures salvation for those who believe in Him.

Good Friday is April 3 and Easter is Sunday, April 5. The list is in alphabetical order.

Belton Nazarene Church, located at 1701 Sparta Road, is offering Good Friday communion
where you are welcome to come and go between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. On Easter morning at 9 a.m.
they are serving a breakfast. Their Easter service is at 10 a.m., followed by an Easter egg hunt.

“Join us for a powerful and hope-filled Easter weekend as we remember the cross and
celebrate the resurrection together. He is Risen,” said Rick Moore, interim lead pastor of Belton

Nazarene Church.

Christ the King Catholic Church at 210 E. 24th Avenue in Belton is starting its Good Friday
services at 3 p.m. with Divine Mercy Novena. Following is Stations of the Cross in English at
3:30 p.m. and the Stations of the Cross in Spanish at 4:30 p.m. On Easter Sunday at 6 a.m. their
Sunrise Mass is followed by an 8 a.m. Mass in Spanish and a 10:30 a.m. Mass in English. At
noon there is an Easter egg hunt.

Crossroads Church is holding its Easter service at the Cadence Bank Center, 301 W. Loop
121, at 10:15 a.m. Childcare is available for children aged 2 and under. The worship music has
Spanish wording on the screen, and translation devices are available for Spanish speakers.

“Easter at the Cadence Bank Center isn’t just an event, it’s an invitation. An invitation to
step into hope, to encounter the love of Jesus, and to be reminded of what is possible for your
future,” said Pastor Matt Thrasher.

First Belton Baptist Church, located at 506 N. Main Street, provides a Spanish translation.
They have Good Friday Service at 6 p.m. and Easter Sunday services at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Temple Bible Church, located at 3205 Oakview Drive, is holding an outdoor Easter sunrise
gathering at 7 a.m. so bring a chair and blanket. Return for either their 9:30 a.m. or 11 a.m. Easter
services. Please note, childcare is only available at the 9:30 service for children 4 and under.

May your Easter experience testify, “For where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:20.
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Wishing you a happy Easter.
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Egg costs recover from avian
flu-related price hikes last year

By David Stone
The Belton Journal

The Easter Bunny may have a little
more hip in his hop as he delivers eggs
for this year’s Easter hunts, and there
may be fewer deviled eggs at the dining
table.

That’s because he saved 58 percent
over last year’s egg costs.

According to Dr. David Anderson,
Texas A&M professor and AgriLife econ-
omist, the average retail price in Texas
for a dozen eggs is $2.50, the lowest price
since late 2023.

Anderson said wholesale prices have
experienced an even more dramatic drop
— large Grade A eggs that sold for more
than $8 a dozen a year ago dipped below
$1 before ticking back up a bit for Easter
demand. Easter is April 5 this year.

“Egg prices have ticked up a little
with Easter around the corner and the
expectation for that seasonal demand
— the Easter egg hunts and baking, dev-
iled eggs and that sort of traditional use
around the holiday,” Anderson said. “But
shoppers will definitely notice prices are
lower than last year.”

Dr. Greg Archer, AgrilLife poultry
expert said the main driver behind the

lower prices is simple math — more birds
means more eggs. Avian flu outbreaks
in 2025 erased huge numbers of laying
hens, sending prices upward. This past
winter saw fewer and smaller outbreaks
of the disease.

US egg-layer numbers rose from 292
million last March to about 308 million
this year, marking a solid rebound after
unprecedented lows in 2025.

“We have more birds compared to
last year because producers around the
country haven’t been hit as hard by (avi-
an flu),” Archer said. “There are a lot of
eggs out there, and demand backed off
when prices were really high.”

The bird flu isn’t the only reason for
lower egg prices. The cost of feeding
chickens has dropped, helping the indus-
try regain stability. But rising prices for
corn and fertilizer could raise production
costs later this year.

But for now, according to Anderson,
eggs are one of the most affordable pro-
teins because beef and pork prices are
increasing.

In other agriculture-related news,
earlier rains and warm temperatures are
greatly improving ranch and farm lands
around Belton and much of Central Tex-
as. Trees in the area — with the exception

Courtesy Photo

Egg prices are down 58 percent compared to last Easter, and egg prices are their

lowest since 2023.

of mesquites — are budding and leaving.

Despite the growth, ranchers are con-
cerned about a hay shortage if drought
conditions in the Belton area continue.
According to AgriLife, some farmers are
apprehensive about applying fertilizer
because of the high costs and fuel prices.

Producers are preparing for spring
planting; however, progress remains de-
pendent on adequate moisture in the com-
ing weeks, according to AgriLife.

Livestock were doing well on pas-
ture, and supplemental feeding slowed
down. The cattle market remained strong.

Morgan Pearl Cakes brings tasty touch to Main Street

By Shalee Corey-Wiebe
The Belton Journal

environments, from gro-

Morgan Pearl Cakes,
located on 2415 N Main,
offers a variety of baked
goods and services.

They offer custom
cakes and desserts for
weddings, as well as ca-
tering for events. Their
store hours are 8 a.m. to
6 p.m. from Thursday
to Friday, and 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. on Saturday, but
they take pickup and de-
livery orders outside of
those hours.

Brittany ~ Simmons,
the owner of Morgan
Pearl Cakes, has many
years of experience work-
ing in different baking

cery stores to high-end
wedding cake companies,
making her shop unique
in terms of quality. The
shop also has a large va-
riety of items.

“Even going down to
Austin, there’s just not a
lot of bakeries who offer
as many line items as we
do every week, and then

just the variety,” said
Simmons.
Brittany said they

started with just wedding
cakes, but have since ex-
panded the kinds of items
they sell.

“A lot of savory stuff
is what brings people in,
but then they end with
a sweet treat, which is
great. The majority of
it is croissants that are
sweet or savory. We do a
ton of turnovers, and cin-
namon rolls, and cheese-
cakes,” Simmons said.

They now offer more
than just bakery items.

“We have transi-
tioned since the begin-
ning of the year. We
started doing a lot more
salads, chicken salad,
green leafy salads, but
also dense bean salads
because a lot of people
are  concentrating on
health at the beginning of
the year,” Simmons said.
“On Wednesday night, I

post on Facebook all of
our salads, and we end
up getting a ton of people
who walk in and they’re
just planning their week,
and they just grab all of
that kind of stuff, and
then they’ll get a couple
of sweet treats for their

kids and one for them.”
Simmons mentioned
her appreciation for peo-
ple in the community
supporting her business,
particularly the moms.
“It’s probably be-
cause [ relate the most
to them, more than any-

BELTON JOURNAL/Shalee Corey-Wiebe
Morgan Pearl Cakes, located on 2415 N. Main in Belton, offers a variety of baked goods and services, from
sweet treats to savory bites.

thing, and they’re really
supportive. They really
care about you. They
want to have you at their
party so they can tell
their friends about you
and push their friends to
come in as much as pos-
sible.

“We have a lot of
elderly ladies too, who
I really love and I really
enjoy, and it’s probably
because the business is
named after my grandma
and my great grandma,
and really brings me a lot
of joy.”
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Local woman paints 10,000 rocks for
Child Abuse Awareness Month

By Shalee Corey-Wiebe
The Belton Journal

Susan Schanne-Knobloch has painted 10,000 rocks
to be distributed around the community throughout the
month of April, Child Abuse Awareness Month.

The rocks are painted on one side with positive
affirmations, glow-in-the dark stars, girls with cross
necklaces, and other colorful pictures.

On the opposite side of each rock, however, is the
number 1-800-252-5400, the child abuse hotline.

Schanne-Knobloch said, “The idea of the rocks
is to leave them out at schools, playgrounds, walking
trails. Kids will find them, and they’ll have the hotline
number on them.”

Schanne-Knobloch has painted almost 30,000
rocks over the years.

“It’s therapeutic, and I love it,” she said, but she
has a new goal now. “We’re proposing to start a na-
tional children’s hotline number, being 123. Because
right now, there’s so many kids out in the world, either
they don’t trust the adults they’re with, whether they’re
their parents, friends, family, foster parents—anybody.
They’re lost. They don’t know all these numbers—they
don’t want to call 911-maybe they’ll call 123.”

Schanne-Knobloch proposes that having a simpler
hotline number for kids to self-report would make it
easier for kids even as young as preschool age to get
help without having to go to an adult they may not trust.

“I used to be a forensic interviewer for the Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center, so I know how important it is
to try to get that middle person out of the translation of
what happened,” Schanne-Knobloch said. “I think in
five years, if we start at preschool, we could get every-
one knowing 123 is a national child’s number.”

This year, Susan painted more rocks than she has
in any of the past five years, and without any help; but
to her, it is worth it.

“To me, if we can get a national children’s hotline

number, all of this was for that,” Schanne-Knobloch BELTON JOURNAL/Shalee Corey-Wiebe
said. “But if one kid has called, and T have no clue if These are just a few of the rocks the Susan Schanne-Knobloch has painted and placed around the community
they have or not, that would top the 123 number.” in recognition of Child Abuse Awareness Month.
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He Is Risen: A Conversation That Changes Everything

An Easter Reflection for Today’s Generation

The sun was just beginning to rise, casting soft light
across the quiet street. A young kid sat alone on the curb,
hoodie sleeves pulled over their hands, staring at the ground
like it might answer the questions running through their mind.

“Why did You do it?” the kid muttered.

There was no crowd. No noise. Just the stillness of
morning.

And then—somehow —there was Someone there.

“Sit with Me,” the voice said.

The kid looked up, unsure at first. But something about
Him felt... different. Calm. Safe. Like peace had a presence.

“Are You... Jesus?” the kid asked.

“You already know,” He replied with a gentle smile.

The kid hesitated, then asked the question again, this time
louder.

“Why the cross? Why go through all of that? You
could’ve stopped it.”

Jesus didn’t rush His answer. He looked toward the
horizon, where light was slowly breaking through the
darkness.

“Have you ever done something you couldn’t fix?” He
asked.

The kid nodded. “Yeah. It feels. .. heavy.”

“That weight,” Jesus said, “is what sin does. It separates.
It breaks things—between people, and between you and
God.”

The kid frowned. “So why couldn’t God just forgive it?
Like... just let it go?”

“He does forgive,” Jesus said. “But real forgiveness isn’t
pretending nothing happened. It costs something.”

The kid paused. “Costs what?”’

“Everything.”

For a moment, neither of them spoke.

“Sin isn’t just small mistakes,” Jesus continued. “It’s a
broken condition. And broken things don’t fix themselves.”

“So... You had to die?” the kid asked quietly.

“I chose to,” Jesus replied.

The kid shook their head. “That doesn’t make sense.”

“It does when you understand love,” Jesus said. “I did it
because I love you.”

The kid looked confused. “But I wasn’t even there.”
“You were always in My heart,” Jesus said. “Every
person was. Every failure. Every hidden struggle. I carried all

of it.”

The kid swallowed hard. “That sounds like... a lot.”

“It was,” Jesus said. “Before the cross, I prayed. I felt the
full weight of what was coming. But there was no other way
to bring you back.”

“Back?” the kid asked.

“Back to God. Back to life. Back to being whole.”

The kid looked down, thinking.

“What was it like?” they asked. “Being on the cross?”

Jesus’ voice was steady.

“It hurt. But I stayed.”

“Why?"

“Because love doesn’t quit when it hurts.”

The words hung in the air.

“So what happened after?”” the kid asked.

“They placed Me in a tomb,” Jesus said. “A stone sealed
it. To everyone watching, it looked like the end.”

“But it wasn’t,” the kid said quietly.

Jesus smiled. “No. It wasn’t.”

The sunlight was stronger now, warming everything it
touched.

“On the third day,” Jesus said, “life returned. Not just
breath—but victory. Sin and death didn’t win.”

“So You beat it?”” the kid asked.

“I overcame it.”

The kid leaned forward. ““So what does that mean for
me?”

“It means what’s been weighing you down doesn’t have
to anymore.”

The kid hesitated. “Even the stuff I don’t talk about?”

“Especially that.”

“Even when I mess up again?”’

“Yes.”

“Even when I feel like I'm not enough?”

Jesus’ voice softened.

“You were never meant to be enough on your own.
That’s why I came.”

The kid let out a breath they didn’t realize they’d been
holding.

“So it’s really free?” they asked.

“Yes.”

“But it cost You everything.”

“Yes.”

The kid looked puzzled. “Why would You give
something that expensive away for free?”

Jesus smiled.

“Because love isn’t a transaction. It’s a gift.”

The kid sat there, letting those words settle deep.

“So what do I do now?” they asked.

“Come to Me,” Jesus said. “Trust Me. Let Me carry what
you can’t.”

The kid looked up again, eyes softer now.

“Do You still want me... even knowing everything about
me?”

“I chose you knowing everything.”

The sun had fully risen now, light filling the street.

“Remember this,” Jesus said as He stood. “The cross
wasn’t the end of the story.”

“The empty tomb was,” the kid replied.

Jesus smiled.

“And your story doesn’t end in brokenness either.”

And just like that, He was gone.

But the peace remained.

The kid looked out at the morning light and whispered
words that now felt real:

“He is risen.”

Memorial bench dedication set for 2 p.m. Thursday

Special to the Journal

The City of Belton Parks & Recreation
Department will host a memorial bench
dedication ceremony at 2 p.m. Thursday,
April 2, at Lena Armstrong Public Library.
The bench, donated by the Peeples fam-
ily, honors longtime Belton residents Leon
and Jennie Peeples. The installation is
constructed from repurposed wind turbine
blades and designed as functional public art.
The ceremony will include brief re-
marks from Parks & Recreation staff
and a member of the Peeples fam-
ily. The public is invited to attend.
“This bench is especially meaning-
ful because it brings together remem-
brance, public art, and everyday use
in a way that invites people to pause,
reflect, and connect,” said Adam Tru-
jillo, Belton Recreation Superintendent.

Leon Peeples (1914-1994) moved to Bel-
ton as a child and later worked as a gro-
cery deliverer and manager of the Belto-
nian Theatre. Jennie Peeples (1914-2000)
came to Belton to attend University of
Mary Hardin-Baylor and worked as a
public school teacher and artist. The cou-
ple married in 1937 and operated Pee-
ples Sales Company for nearly 40 years.
The Peeples family has longstanding ties
to the community. Leon’s sister, Berneta
Peeples, lived in Belton for more than a
century and worked at the Belton Journal
for over 70 years while volunteering with
local organizations, including the library.
The bench was fabricated by Noble-
wins, which repurposes wind turbine
components into public installations.
The memorial bench is located outside the
library on the Penelope Street side of the
building.

Courtesy Photo
The City of Belton Parks & Recreation Department is dedicating a bench on
Thursday, April 2, at the Lena Armstrong Public Library. The bench was donated
by the Peeples family to honor longtime Bel-ton residents Leon and Jennie
Peeples.
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18685: Union forces
capture Richmond,
Virginia, the capital
of the Confederate
States of America.

AlO THE BELTON JOURNAL

1933: The first flight
over Mount Everest
is led by the Marquis
of Clydesdale.

1981: The Osborne
1, the first success-
ful portable
computer, is
unveiled.
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Lake Belton cruises to girl’s title at Bronco Relays

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The Lady Broncos clearly felt right at
home during their annual meet.

Hosting the Bronco Relays, Lake Bel-
ton cruised to the girls team title, defeating its
closest competitor by almost 80 points while
winning eight events in the process.

Behind standout performances from
seniors Nylah Berrian and Bella Garcia, the
Lady Broncos amassed 187 points to beat out
Austin Lake Travis (2nd, 108.5), Copperas
Cove (3rd, 80) and Little River Academy (4th,
78) in the final standings.

Garcia won the 100-meter dash in 12.42
seconds and was first (25.20) in the 200, while
Berrian topped the 400 field, crossing the fin-
ish line in 58.65.

Additionally, the pair joined freshman
Kaleileana Cress and Aleya Russell to win the
400 relay in 47.75, and Berrian also helped the
1,600 relay team yield a gold medal. Along

with freshman Tiana Sanders, sophomore
Camryn Mikulas and senior Moriah Rydberg,
the quartet finished in 4:07.14.

The Lady Broncos’ remaining gold med-
als were earned by freshman distance runner
Keira Dzenowski (3,200, 12:49.65), Rydberg
(300 hurdles, 46.00) and the 800 relay team
(1:44.81) of junior Ty’anah Debose, freshman
Alexis Walker, Cress and Russell.

Dzenowski led a dominant group in the
3,200 with junior teammates Sarah Gray and
Madelyn Rivas following at second (13:07.22)
and third (13:16.17), respectively.

The squad’s remaining medals were col-
lected junior Dannika Kelley (2nd, high jump,
5 feet, 0 inches; 3rd, 100 hurdles, 16.40),
Mikulas (3rd, 300 hurdles, 48.16; 3rd, triple
jump, 35-2) and Cress (2nd, 100, 12.98).

Kelley was also fourth in the long jump
(15-9) and triple jump (34-8).

The Lady Tigers were fifth (59) thanks in
part to senior Laila Page, who won the triple

Belton High students host free golf
camp to inspire next generation

Special to The Journal

Three Belton High School students
turned their passion for golf into an opportu-
nity for others, hosting a free children’s golf
camp designed to introduce young players to
the sport and the life skills it builds.

MacKenzie McGarry, along with Ella
Hice and Jasmin Porter, all juniors and mem-
bers of the Lady Tigers golf team at Belton
High School, organized the camp as part of a
National Honor Society passion project.

Held Sunday, March 29, at Stonetree
Golf Course, the camp welcomed children
ages 7—17 for an afternoon focused on learn-

ing the fundamentals of putting and chipping
in a supportive and encouraging environment.

For the student leaders, the project was
about more than just introducing kids to golf.
It was about sharing a sport that has shaped
their lives.

“I’ve had a golf club in my hand for as
long as I can remember,” said McGarry. “Golf
has taught me discipline and how to handle
failure while still wanting to improve. I wanted
other kids to experience that and find some-
thing they love.”

See GOLF,
Page B3

Lady Tigers fall 4-0 in
Regional Semifinals game

By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal

The Belton Lady Tigers’ playoff run
came to an end Friday night at Cleburne
Athletic Complex, as Frisco Wakeland
proved to be too much to handle in a 4-0
Class 5A Division II Region semifinal vic-
tory.

Wakeland entered the contest riding an
unbeaten streak and carrying the confidence
of having already knocked off Belton once
during the regular season. That familiarity
showed early and often, as the Wolverines
controlled possession and dictated the tem-
po throughout the match.

The Tigers did their best to hold Wake-
land back and did well applying pressure
in the opening minutes and held a strong
back line against Wakeland’s runs. Despite
Belton’s best efforts, Wakeland eventually
broke through.

Belton goalkeeper Destiny Mendez
was busy all night, turning away six shots
before being relieved by Mya Williams late
in the second half. Williams added three

saves of her own late in the game but the
Lady Tigers couldn’t generate the offense
needed to keep pace. Belton finished with
just one shot on goal for the game.

Wakeland broke through late in the first
half when a foul inside the box gave them a
penalty kick opportunity. Wakeland execut-
ed on the PK getting on the board first. That
goal opened the door, and the Wolverines
pulled away in the second half to seal the
regional semifinal win. Wakeland finished
with 13 shots on goal in the match.

The loss closed the book on a season
that saw Belton post an 11-6-4 record and
advance to the regional round of the play-
offs. Seven seniors will move on from the
program including Mendez, Williams,
Grace Landen, Destiny Schutz, Abigail
Idoux, Ayvah Powell and Makenzie Al-
brycht a group that leaves behind a legacy
of competing at the highest level of the
postseason.

While the season did not end the way
the Lady Tigers had hoped, they posted a
good record and established another year of
winning to take into the off season.

jump (35-11'%) and pole vault (10-0). She was
also second in the 200 (26.36), fifth in the 400
(1:00.84) and joined Delilah Hoffman, Jada
Gage and Leimya Palomares to place fourth
(4:14.42) in the 1,600 relay.

Tara Stone, a sophomore, was first (119-
9) in the discus and fourth (33-5) in the shot
put, and Gage tied for fourth (4-8) in the high
Jump.

Fifth-place finishes were produced by
Hoffman (300 hurdles, 49.85) and junior Me-
lissa Farmer (shot put, 32-11).

Jaycie Sheard, a junior, was fifth (17.83)
in the 100 hurdles, matching the showing
from Lady Broncos teammates Rivas (800,
2:39.59), Loa (1,600, 5:49.86) and Walker
(long jump, 15-6), while Loa (800, 2:35.68)
and Dzenowski (1,600, 5:45.88) were fourth.

In the boys division, the Tigers scored
135 points to finish second behind champion
College Station (166).

Senior standout Christian Porter led the

way, placing first (48.12) in the 400, first (22-
3) in the long jump, second (22.02) in the 200,
and he was part of the first-place 400 relay
team with junior Anthony Anderson, junior
Graham Chambley and senior Azian Wilkin-
son. They posted a time of 41.53.

Chambley also won the 100 hurdles
(14.45) and 300 hurdles (39.07), while An-
derson was first (11.51) in the 100, and junior
teammate Luke Munden won the high jump
(5-8).

Keishawn Coles, a senior, delivered Bel-
ton’s only other silver medal, placing second
in the high jump by clearing 5-6, and the Ti-
gers’ lone bronze medal was garnered by the
1,600 relay (3:35.32) foursome of Rhayden
Lee, Jayden Trevino, William Yeaman and
David McCallum.

The Tigers’ 800 relay team of Javid
Planz, Nick Gallegos, Wilkinson and Trevino

See RELAYS,
Page B3

[Lake Belton soccer season
ends with 5-0 loss to Reedy

By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal

The Lake Belton Lady Broncos girls
soccer team brought their 2025-26 cam-
paign to a close in the Class SA Division |
regional semifinals, wrapping up a season
that reinforced the program’s standing as
one of the premier outfits in District 16-
SA.

Lake Belton finished the regular sea-
son with a 13-5-2 overall record, going
undefeated against every district opponent
outside of their two meetings with cross-
town rival Belton. The Lady Broncos and
Lady Tigers finished tied atop the District
16-5A standings. Along the way, Lake
Belton put together some dominant per-
formances, including a 7-0 hammering of
Waco High and an 8-0 dismantling of El-
lison. Those kinds of results were routine
throughout the year for a Lady Broncos
side that proved difficult to score on and
equally dangerous going forward.

The postseason began on a strong
note in Hewitt at Midway’s Panther Sta-

dium, where Lake Belton opened with a
4-1 bi-district victory over Red Oak. The
Lady Broncos continued their run through
the area round before meeting Frisco
Reedy in the regional semifinals. To get
to Reedy the Broncos had to take on West
Mesquite where they walked away with a
3-1 victory.

With two wins in their pocket the Lady
Broncos looked to keep momentum on
their side as they prepared to face Reedy.
However, Reedy proved to be the tougher
opponent on the night, handing Lake Bel-
ton a 5-0 defeat to end the season. Despite
the result, the Lady Broncos had nothing
to hang their heads about. They advanced
further than most programs in a loaded
5A-DI1 bracket and left their mark on the
postseason for the second straight year.

From dominant district wins to a deep
playoff run, the 2025-26 Lady Broncos
gave the Lake Belton community plenty to
be proud of. With a core group of players
set to return and a program that continues
to grow, the foundation is firmly in place
for another strong run next season.

Wheeler throws no-hitter as Tigers defeat Lady Eagles 19-0

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Hanna Wheeler threw a no-hitter,
Iris Molina was 3-for-3 at the plate, and
the Lady Tigers emerged from Killeen
Ellison with a one-sided win.

The junior pitcher struck out eight
batters and was responsible for a pair
of hits and four RBIs en route to a 19-0
victory that was concluded via run-rule
following the third inning.

After being walked and scoring the
games opening run on a passed ball,

Molina finished with a single in the
second inning before adding a double
and a single in the third inning.

On the heels of the shortstop’s
score, teammates Reagan Stuart, a first
baseman, and centerfielder Anissa Or-
tiz also crossed home plate on consecu-
tive passed balls.

The 3-0 advantage quickly swelled.

In the second inning, the Lady Ti-
gers added nine runs as Molina drove a
pair of teammates home on her bases-
loaded shot before Reagan Ford scored
on a passed ball.

Before the inning’s end, Tara Stone
(double), Presli Thompson (double)
and Wheeler (single) had two-RBI
shots.

Belton finished with 11 hits in the
win while improving to 16-13-1 while
maintaining second place in the Dis-
trict 16-5A standings with a 4-1 record.

The Lady Tigers sit behind un-
defeated Lake Belton (5-0) midway
through the schedule.

The dominant display followed a
14-2 victory against Killeen Chaparral,
evoking the run-rule in five innings.

JOHN CORSI
STATE FARM INSURANGCE

101 Lake Road Belton, TX (254)939-5846

Stuart was on the mound, and she
finished with seven strikeouts.

Offensively, the Lady Tigers had
14 hits as Andalyn Logan and Stuart
emerged with three hits apiece, includ-
ing Stuart’s solo home run.

Stone had two hits with both going
over the fence, while Thompson and
Aubrey Lynch each had two hits.

Belton opens the second round of
league play Friday, when it hosts Waco.

Four of the Lady Tigers’ final five
games will be at home. Waco Univer-
sity (April 10) is the lone exception.
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Sports Briels

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The District 16-5A boys golf meet concluded
Tuesday, and Belton ISD finished in complete con-
trol of the leaderboard.

Lake Belton sat all alone atop the field follow-
ing the final round at Killeen’s Stonetree Golf Club,
shooting a 630 to take the title, while the Tigers fol-
lowed 58 strokes behind with a 688.

Led by overall leader Jackson Null, a senior, the

Broncos’ quintet occupied all but one of the top six
positions.

Null claimed the individual championship with a
150, beating out Belton senior Owen Babcock (2nd,
158) by eight strokes, while senior teammates Miles
Parker (3rd, 159), Gavin Kerr (4th, 160) and Brayden
Hoff (5th, 164) rounded out the total.

Lake Belton freshman Carter Johnson was sixth
with a 172, but his score did not count toward the
team total.

Belton had two more top-10 outings thanks to
freshman Bennett Boland (tied 8th, 175) and senior
Bryson Necessary (10th, 176). Wyatt McLean, a ju-
nior, and sophomore Cooper McDonald were 11th
(179) and tied for 12th (185), respectively.

Making the trip even more impressive for Belton
ISD was the fact Lake Belton and Belton’s second

FAIR. Water normal
stain; 60 degrees; 0.87 feet be-
low pool. It is a “tale of two
fisheries” right now for Lake
Belton white bass. There are
fish steadily making their way
up the Leon River to spawn,
and there are fish still residing
in the main lake. Both have
their pros and cons. The river
fishery is best on the weekdays
and during poor weather when
fishing pressure is minimized,
otherwise, expect plenty of
company. Trolling crankbaits
which imitate medium-sized
threadfin shad, like the Bomber
5A, or the Storm Smash Shad
will put fish in the boat slow-
ly but steadily. If you closely
watch side-imaging, you will
likely spot migrating schools
which can be cast to to put
bonus fish in the boat. Horseh-
ead-style jigs with an under-
spin in white and chartreuse
less than 2 inches long do well.
Back on the main lake the deep,
lethargic fish which have been
present but difficult to goad into
biting are now much more ag-
gressive. Look in 35 feet or less
along the old Leon River chan-
nel or Cowhouse Creek channel
during bright conditions, and
as shallow as 12-14 feet at first
light, last light, and under cloud
cover. The Mini White Bass
Alabama rig with white paddle
tails less than 3 inches long or
MAL Originals get the job done
when retrieved with a sawtooth
retrieve. Report by Bob Main-
delle, Holding the Line Guide
Service. Catfish are excellent in
10-25 feet of water. Slow drift-
ing with suspended baits around
points and river channels has
worked best for blue catfish.
Flathead catfish are slow, but
have been caught near structure
and rock piles with live perch
and shad. Channel catfish are
fair and have been caught in
shallow water around timber
using punch bait. Report by
Brian Worley, B&S Catfishing.

FAIR. Water stained,;
60 degrees; 1.90 feet be-
low pool. It is a “tale of
two fisheries” right now
for Stillhouse white bass.
There are fish steadily
making their way up the
Lampasas River to spawn,
and there are fish still re-
siding in the main lake.
Both have their pros and
cons. The river fishery is
best on the weekdays and
during poor weather when
fishing pressure is mini-
mized, otherwise, expect
plenty of company in tight
quarters. Trolling crank-
baits which imitate medi-
um-sized threadfin shad,
like the Bomber 5A, or the
Storm Smash Shad will
put fish in the boat slowly
but steadily. If you closely
watch side-imaging, you
will likely spot migrating
schools which can be cast
to to put bonus fish in the
boat. Horsehead-style jigs
with an underpin in white
and chartreuse less than 2
inch long do well. Back
on the main lake the deep,
lethargic fish which have
been present but difficult
to goad into biting are
now much more aggres-
sive. Look in 35 feet or
less along the old Lampa-
sas River channel during
bright conditions, and as
shallow as 12-14 feet at
first light, last light, and
under cloud cover. The
mini white bass Alabama
rig with white paddle tails
less than 3inches long or
MAL Originals get the
job done when retrieved
with a sawtooth retrieve.
Report by Bob Maindelle,
Holding the Line Guide

Service.

teams immediately followed in the standings.

The Broncos’ second team of freshman Jacob

When you think about
investing, you probably
want your money to
grow — but maybe you
also want it to do some
good.

That’s where ESG
investing can be of
interest. ESG looks at
three key areas:

“E” stands for
environment. It looks at
how companies handle
climate impact and
natural resources.

“S” is for social factors,
including product safety
and the well being of a
company’s workers.
“G” is governance,
which considers a
company’s ethics and
transparency and how
responsibly it is run.

At its core, sustainable
investing is about

Sustainable

investing means

investing with
purpose

Scot Hrbacek, CFP® Financial Advisor

aligning investments
with personal values
while still focusing
on long-term financial
outcomes.

You may wonder
whether investing
sustainably means
sacrificing returns. A
study by New York
University found that
investing in companies
with strong ESG
practices does not
inherently diminish
returns — and these
investments often

perform better over time.

But quality still matters
here. Focus on well
run, financially strong
companies to help you
build more stable, long
term results, whether
you choose ESG
investing or something
else.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor:
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Edward Jones

3011 N. Main, Ste C, Belton, Tx 76513
(254) 933-7680 e scot.hrbacek@edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Proud supporters of the

(254) 939-0343 TannerRoofing.Com

L ‘
Harper-Talasek

FUNERAL

HOMES

Belton e Killeen ¢ Temple

\We make it personal.”

@

254.939.2411 - 503 N. Main Street

ww.harpertalasek.com

27x1.7” HT.SportsSponsorship’21

(254
941-3343

SIT MEANS SIT

DOG TRAINING

centraltexas.sitmeanssit.com

Sullivan (7th, 173), freshman Jackson Dolotina (tied
12th, 185), junior Kaiden Beaty (16th, 187), junior
Levi Tarrence-Crotty (tied 19th, 193) and junior
Landon Casperson (22nd, 196) was fourth (734).
For Belton, junior Kai Scarlett (tied 12th, 185),
freshman Brody Mavis (18th, 192), junior Reid Ers-
kine (21st, 195), sophomore Jacob Flores (tied 24th,
210) and sophomore Kypton Barrett (27th, 214)
combined for a fourth-place score of 781.
Killeen Ellison was a distant fifth with an 856.
The top two teams and top two individuals at
University Interscholastic League district meets ad-
vance to regionals. For Belton and Lake Belton, the
two-round Region II-5A meet will be held at Potts-
boro’s Tanglewood Golf Course beginning April 13.
The District 16-5A girls tournament concludes
today at Waco’s Cottonwood Creek Golf Course.

POWERLIFTING
Lake Belton’s Evan Lazott placed 12th at the
Texas High School Powerlifting Association Class
5A State Championship, breaking the school record
in the bench press in the process.
The 275-pounder posted a 575-pound squat, 460
bench press and 550 deadlift for a total of 1,585.

BASEBALL

The Tigers improved to 2-1 in District 16-5A
competition on Tuesday, when they earned a 3-2
road victory against Waco University.

The contest was tied 2-2 in the eighth inning,
when Habtamu Childers delivered an RBI single, and
the advantage held.

The squads conclude their series Friday at Bel-
ton’s Tidwell Field. First pitch is set for 7 p.m.

Then, on Tuesday, the Tigers host Killeen Chap-
arral at 7 p.m.

SOFTBALL

The Lady Broncos cruised to a run-rule victory
at home against Killeen Chaparral on Tuesday to
conclude the first round of District 16-5A play with
an unblemished record.

Lake Belton posted five unanswered runs in the
opening inning and added three and four runs in the
ensuing innings en route to a 12-0 victory that lasted
five innings.

The Lady Broncos (5-0) finished with a dozen
hits.

The outcome comes on the heels of a three-in-
ning, 15-0 win against visiting Waco on Friday.

Lake Belton travels to Waco University and Bel-
ton for 6:30 p.m. starts on Friday and Tuesday, re-
spectively.

TENNIS

The Broncos and Lady Broncos traveled to Lib-
erty Hill on Friday and experienced plenty of suc-
cess.

Sara Stephens was second in the girls singles
“A” draw, while the mixed doubles duo of Hannah
Maloney and Andrew Williams won the “A” conso-
lation bracket.

In “B” draws, Lily Ann Holley was first in girls
singles, Quint Mackenzie and Eli Stewart were sec-
ond in boys doubles, and Lydia Pulavarti and James
Robinson were second in mixed doubles.

Now, Lake Belton turns its attention toward the
District 16-5A meet. The event begins April 7 at
Temple.

The Tigers and Lady Tigers will also be compet-
ing.

Smith Brothers
Drive-In

Tiger Car Wash & Speed Wash

GO BIGRED %
921 E. 6th « Belton
939-2471

P )
800sTER AWV

@ BELTON TIGERS
ALTHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB
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[_ake Belton makes statement in 10-0 win over Ellison

By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal

The Lake Belton Bron-
cos wasted little time making
a statement in their district
series opener, shutting out the
Ellison Eagles 10-0 in five
innings Tuesday to take an
early advantage in the series.

It was a performance that
checked every box, dominant
pitching, timely hitting, and
an offense that found another

gear as the game wore on.
The first two innings
were a quiet feeling out pro-
cess, with both sides going
scoreless through the open-
ing frame. Lake Belton broke
through in the second inning,
plating one run to take a 1-0
lead and set the tone for what
was to come. The Broncos’
pitching staff made that lone
run stand through the third,
keeping Ellison off the board
and preserving the slim ad-

vantage heading into the later
stages of the game.

The fourth inning was
the turning point. The Bron-
cos sent runners around the
bases in bunches, scoring four
runs in the frame to push the
lead to 5-0 and take full con-
trol of the ballgame. Ellison,
unable to generate any con-
sistent offense against a Lake
Belton pitching staff that was
sharp from the first pitch,
found itself in an increasingly

deep hole with no clear path
out.

The fifth inning sealed it.
Lake Belton kept its foot on
the gas, pouring across five
more runs to make the final
score 10-0 and invoke the run
rule, ending the game after
just five innings.

It was a complete effort
from the Broncos from start
to finish. On the mound, Lake
Belton’s pitching was suf-
focating all afternoon, hold-

ing Ellison’s lineup without
a single run across the entire
game. At the plate, the of-
fense was patient early and
explosive late, a combination
that proved to be too much for
the Eagles to handle.

For Ellison, the loss puts
the Eagles in an immediate
must win situation as the se-
ries shifts forward. The Ea-
gles will need to find answers
both at the plate and in the
circle if they hope to extend

the series.

For Lake Belton, it’s the
kind of series opening per-
formance that can set a tone
and build momentum head-
ing into the next game. The
Broncos didn’t just win, they
dominated, and they did it
in convincing fashion when
the district stakes were
highest.

Game two of the series
is set for Thursday April
2nd, at 7pm.

GOlf - From Page Bl

McGarry’s connection to the sport began
at an early age, influenced by her mother, a
former professional golfer. That foundation,
combined with years of dedication, led her to
not only compete at a high level but also give
back through this student-led initiative.

The idea for the camp grew out of a re-
quirement for National Honor Society mem-
bers to complete a service-based passion proj-
ect. From there, the group handled all aspects
of planning, including securing the location,
organizing logistics and creating a welcoming
experience for participants.

Stonetree Golf Course partnered with the
students to host the event, while additional
support helped provide food and water for at-

RelayS - From Page B1

tendees.

Beyond teaching skills, the students
hoped to challenge common misconceptions
about the sport and create a space where all
participants feel comfortable.

“Golf can sometimes feel out of reach
or intimidating, especially for younger
players,” McGarry said. “We wanted to
show that it’s a sport for everyone and
create a positive experience where kids
feel encouraged to try something new.”

“MacKenzie, Ella and Jasmin exem-
plify what it means to be student lead-
ers at Belton High School,” said Claudia
Knox, principal of Belton High School.
“They took an idea, turned it into action

was fourth (1:31.87)

Belton’s remaining top-five outings came
from junior Amani House (4th, 110 hurdles,
16.13; 5th, 300 hurdles, 42.07), junior Alex-
ander Matos (4th, 300 hurdles, 41.48), fresh-
man Luke Roberts (tied 4th, pole vault, 12-0),
junior Kainyn Smith (5th, discus, 117-0) and
Planz (5th, 100, 11.66).

Lake Travis (3rd, 83), Little River Acade-
my (4th, 77) and Round Rock Westwood (5th,
58) followed.

Copperas Cove and Lake Belton tied for
sixth place, scoring 38 points apiece.

The Broncos were second (1:29.80) in
the 800 relay — Noah Stevens, Zion Harness,

Christian Onchweri and Jaden Haye — and
fifth (44.87) in the 400 relay — Chris Harmon,
Cooper Arnold, Prince Moore and Onchweri.

Additionally, junior Ji’yson Sherman was
third (20-0) in the long jump, junior Allen Mu-
chunu was fourth (41-3) in the triple jump,
freshman Drew Houston tied for fourth
(12-0) in the pole vault, freshman K.J.
Bridges was fifth (52.85) in the 400 and
senior Leonardo Piedra was fifth (2:10.63)
in the 800.

The event served as one of the final
tune-ups prior to the two-day District 16-
5A meet, which will be hosted by Belton
beginning April 8.

APRIL 4 THRU MAY 25

Lords, Ladies, Knights, Nobles, Peasants and Paupers,

We bid thee welcome to the 45™ Annual
Scarborough Renaissance Festival!

O

Welcome to Scarborough Renaissance Festival®—proudly celebrating 45 years of bringing the Renaissance to life in North
Texas. Since 1981, Scarborough has invited generations of families and friends to gather in fellowship, revel in pageantry,
and share in the joy of stepping beyond the present day. In honor of this 45 Annual season, we journey back to the year

1545. King Henry VIII and Queen Catherine Parr, now nearly two years happily married, have chosen once more to grace
Scarborough Village during their Spring Progress. The royal court gathers in splendos, banners rise above the village gates,
and anticipation fills the air as their Majesties arrive to celebrate among their loyal subjects. Though history tells us the
Mary Rose will soon be lost and the Scots have claimed victory at Ancrum Moor, today we set aside thoughts of military

conflict and political maneuvering. Here in Scarborough, we concern ourselves only with joy. Here you will discover a

thriving English village alive with music, laughter, artisan treasures, hearty fave, spirited drink, and bold spectacle. It was
an age of artistic brilliance, scientific curiosity, and enduring tradition and —for a day—it lives again before you. For 45
remarkable years, this Festival has stood as a place where history breathes, stories unfold, and community thrives. So raise

your tankard, lift your turkey leg, and come step back in time for the time of your life at Scarborough Renaissance Festival®.

Huzzah!

Welcome New Entertainment!

?

% Carnival of Sound
May 2 - May 25

% Cirque La Vie
April 4 - April 12

% Crimson Pirates
April 18 - April 26

% Digger Plotz,
Grave Digger

@ Gabs the Fool
April 4 - April 26

% Grievance by Proxy
May 16 -

<
» Samkoma

April 4 - April 12

2 The Spice Boys
April 18 - April 26

@ Tartanic

May 25

s Opal the Fairy

0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000COOROOROOOOROONONOONTSS

and created an opportunity that made a
difference for others. We are proud of the
way they represent our campus and our
community.”

The camp also reflects the students’
commitment to service and leadership,
turning their shared passion into a mean-

ingful experience for others in the com-
munity.

As Belton ISD continues to encour-
age student-led learning experiences, op-
portunities like this highlight the impact
students can make when they turn their
interests into action.

Expert, Affordable Auto Repairs

& Maintenance

DARREL &
STEVEN
GREEN "™ e

254-770-0666 | www.DarrelGreensAutoTX.com

templetechnology.net

GARAGE Q
LSwILENT

Find treasures, support the cause!

($5 ENTRY FEE)
SATURDAY APRIL 25

@ 7 AM-12 PM

ONLINE SILENT AUCTION:
VISIT TEMPLEBIBLECHURCH.ORG/THEHUB

SCAN ME
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EMPLOYMENT LEGALS LEGALS

MCGUIRE TIRE
is looking to hire automotive tire/lube tech.
Apply in person 103 Lake Road in Belton,
or 603 South First in Temple. Pay based on
experience
TFN

LOOKING FOR WORK

Dishwasher, Janitorial, cleaning. Please call
254-780-5835
03.26,04.02,04.09

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Newly remodeled, spacious, one bedroom,
one bath. Features washer & dryer con-
nection, stove and refrigerator, central ac/
heat. Close to downtown Temple. $995.00 a
month/deposit $995.00. References required
Call 254-803-09309
03.26-04.04.23pd

LEGALS

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLE IS BEING
STORED AT KILLEEN TOWING &
RECOVERY

12197 State Hwy 195 Killeen, TX 76542,
254-526-3856, VSF0651623, http://www.
tdlr.texas.gov, 1954 GMC Pickup Blue
charges are $1014.05

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters of Administration for the Estate of
CLAUDETTE DIANN HERRON, Deceased,
were issued on March 26, 2026, in Cause
No. 25CPB00266, pending in the County
Court at Law No. 1 of Bell County, Texas,
to: LOURIE STONEBARGER.
All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being adminis-
tered are required to present them to the
undersigned within the time and in the
manner prescribed by law. ¢/o: ESTATE
OF CLAUDETTE DIANN HERRON
LOURIE STONEBARGER, 63819 728 Rd.
Auburn, NE 68305 DATED the 26 day of
March,2026.
W. RANDY HARRELL, State Bar No.:
00789348, 2106 Bird Creek Drive ,Temple,
TX 76502, Telephone: (254) 771-1855,
Facsimile: (254) 771-2082, E-mail: randy@
templelawoffice.com
04.02

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters
Testamentary for the Estate of JAMES ROY
LINDLEY a.k.a. JAMES R. LINDLEY,
Deceased, were issued on March 3, 2026 in
Cause No.
26CPB00045 pending in the County Court-
At-Law No: 1, Bell County, Texas, to:
MARY A.
LINDLEY WILEY.
All persons having claims against this Estate
which is currently being administered are
required to present them to the undersigned
within the time and in the manner prescribed
by law.
c/o: MARY WILEY, Lindley & Wiley,
P.C., 100 W. Central Texas Expressway,
Suite 306, Harker Heights, Texas 76548
SIGNED on March 23, 2026
MARY A. LINDLEY WILEY Attorney

Your home or land could be one
of your largest investments.

We would be honored to
represent you in this important

transaction.

We KNOW Belton!
GoCov.com

(254) 939-3800

for MARY WILEY, State Bar No.:
24032669, 100 W. Central Texas Expressway
Suite 306, Harker Heights, Texas

76548, Telephone: (254) 634-6969,
Facsimile: (254) 634-6587, Email: mary@
lindleylawoffices.com

04.02

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters
Testamentary for the Estate of ALBERT
WAYNE GARRETT (also known as WAYNE
GARRETT), Deceased, were issued on
March 23, 2026, in Cause No. 26CPB00128,
pending in the County Court-At-Law No: 1,
Bell County, Texas, to:

All persons having claims against this Estate
which is currently being administered are
required to present them to the undersigned
within the time and in the manner prescribed
by law. c/o: DEVON S. LINZY Attorney at
Law, PO Box 428, TEMPLE, TX 76503
SIGNED on March 27, 2026.

DEVON S. LINZY Attorney for, State Bar
No.: 24086218, PO Box 428, TEMPLE,

TX 76503, Telephone: (254) 773-1663,
Facsimile: (254) 773-2574, Email: devon@
linzythigpen.com

04.02

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION -
PARENT AND CHILD
CAUSE NO. 26DFAM359519

To: TAMARCUS CARLOSS

Greetings:

You are hereby commanded to appear
before the 426th Judicial District Court,
Bell County, Texas to be held at the Bell
County District Courts Building in Belton,
Texas, to be held at the courthouse of said
County in the City of Belton, Texas, at

or before 10 o’clock AM of the Monday
next after the expiration of 20 days after

the date of service of which this citation,
then and there to answer the original peti-
tion for termination of parental rights and
adoption of minor stepchild of ANTONIO
MCINNIS, JR, Petitioner filed in said Court
on February 13, 2026, against TAMARCUS
CARLOSS, respondent, and said suit being
number 26DFAM359519, on the docket of
said Court, and entitled In the Interest of
Children JAYVA E. MARIE CARLOSS,
DOB

The nature of which suit is a request to
Parent/Child Relationship.

The Court has authority in this suit to enter
any judgement or decree in the child’s/chil-
dren’s interest which will be binding upon
you, including the termination of the parent-
child relationship, the determination of
paternity and the appointment of a conserva-
tor with authority to consent to the child’s/
children’s adoption.

The officer executing this writ shall prompt-
ly serve the same according to requirements
of law, and the mandates hereof, and make
due return as the law directs.

This was issued at the request of attorney:
ANTONIO MCINNIS, JR, 7921 EMERY
OAKS DRIVE, TEMPLE TX 76502.
NOTICE TO Defendant: You have been
sued. You may employ an attorney. If you
or your attorney do not file a written answer
with the clerk who issued this citation by
10:00 AM on Monday next following the
expiration of twenty days after you were
served this citation and petition, a default
judgment may be taken against you. In addi-

tion to filing a written answer with the clerk,
you may be required to make initial disclo-
sures to the other parties of this suit. These
disclosures generally must be made no later
than 30 days after you file your answer with
the clerk. Find out more at TexasLawHelp.
org.

Witness, Joanna Staton, District Clerk of
Bell County, Texas.

Issued and given under my hand and the seal
of said Court at office in Belton, Texas, on
March 30, 2026.

Joanna Staton District Clerk Bell County,
Texas, 1201 Huey Road, P.O. Box 909,
Belton, Texas 76513

By: C. Rodriguez Deputy Clerk

04.02

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING
CLAIMS AGAINST
THE ESTATE OF REBECCA ANN
BROCK, DECEASED

NOTICE is hereby given that original
Letters of Administration were issued on
March 26, 2026, in a proceeding styled
Estate of Rebecca Ann Brock, Deceased, in
Cause Number 25CPB00776, pending in the
County Court At Law #1 of Bell County,
Texas.
Claims may be presented in care of the
attorney for the Independent Administrator,
addressed as follows:
James Robert Brock
(Administrator) Independent Administrator
of the Estate of Rebecca Ann Brock,
Deceased. c/o Burk Roberts, Roberts &
Roberts, L.L.P., 2501 East Elms Rd., Ste.
A, Killeen, Texas 76542-3023
All persons having claims against this estate,
which is currently being administered, are
required to present them within the time and
in the manner prescribed by law.
Signed on March 27, 2026.
Roberts & Roberts, L.L.P., Attorneys for
James Robert Brock (Administrator)
By: Burk Roberts
04.02

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING
CLAIMS AGAINST THE ESTATE OF
OF RICHARD ARTHUR BROTHERS,
SR., DECEASED
NOTICE is hereby given that original
Letters of Testamentary were issued on
March 27.
2026 in a proceeding styled Estate of
Richard Arthur Brothers. Sr.. Deceased, in
Cause Number
26CPB00113. pending in the County Court
At Law #l of Bell County. Texas.
Claims may be presented in care of the
attorney for the Independent Executrix,
addressed
As follows: Suk Cha Brothers Independent
Executrix of the Estate of Richard Arthur
Brothers. Sr.. Deceased ¢/o Burk Roberts,
Roberts & Roberts. L.L.P.,2501 East Elms
Rd.. Ste. A ,Killeen. Texas 76542-3023
All persons having claims against litis
estate, which is currently being adminis-
tered, are required to present them within
the time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
Signed on March 30, 2026.
Roberts & Roberts, L.L.P.. Attorneys for Suk
Cha Brothers
By : Burk Roberts
04.02

[=] e (]

a3

FREE 3 Month Trial Subscription

[=] e [m]

a3

2ince 1866

Of




Thursday, April 2, 2026

THE BELTON JOURNAL

B5

o Activities ¢ Events

[ 3 [ 3 [

Newcomers Club Activities
April
04/20: Snack Time Mah Jongg
04/21: Bunco
04/22: Fun Lunch, Bunco
04/23: Mexican Train Dominoes
04/24: Trailblazers Walking Group
04/25: Jimmy’s Egg
04/27: Well Read Women,
Monday Canasta

04/28: Singing Bluebonnets

04/01: Monthly Luncheon

04/06: Chat ‘n’ Canasta

04/09: Mexican Train Dominoes,
Couples Night Out

04/10: TGIF Lunch

04/13: Bookworms

04/14: Singing Bluebonnets

04/16: Nonfiction Book Club,
Meet &amp; Greet

04/18: Exploring Wines

""To join or for more information, please call:
Mary Pringle (?60)265-5035 or email at: pringlem@msn.com.
Visit the website: www.bellcountynewcomers.com.”

Bell County Master Gardener - Apr 2

Join Master Gardener Lenny West and the Temple Garden
Club as they host a seminar on container gardening, showing
how plants can thrive in pots, baskets and decorative vessels
to add beauty and flexibility to any space. Learn how to select
the right container, soil mix and plant combinations for suc-
cess. Lenny will show you tips for watering, fertilizing, and
maintaining healthy growth in Central Texas conditions. This
session will highlight how container gardening allows creativi-
ty in small spaces, seasonal displays and even edible plantings,
making it an accessible and rewarding approach for gardeners
of all levels. April 2, 9:30 a.m - 11:30 a.m. at Cultural Activi-
ties Center. 3011 N 3rd St, Temple, TX 76501. No registration
required.

Roses for Hoses - Apr 11

The Ladies Auxiliary of the Morgan’s Point Resort Volunteer
Fire Department will be hosting the Roses for Hoses 5K Run
& Walk on Saturday, April 11, at Oakmont Park, located at the
end of Tanyard Road. The event begins at 8:30 a.m., and the
run is part of the Centex Race Series. Attendees are encouraged
to dress in a costume. Roses for Hoses supports the fire depart-
ment and local outreach projects. For more information email
Karen Stagner at kastagne(@att.net.

The Murph Challenge - May 23

Honoring the legacy of Michael P. Murphy. Step up to the
Murph Challenge and test what you are truly capapble of. One
mile run, 100 pull-ups, 200 push-ups, 300 air squats, and an-
other one mile run at Chupacabra Strength& Conditioning. For
more information call 254-228-5771.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) will meet both
on TUESDAY, April 14th and April 28th at 6:30pm at the
Temple VA Hospital. Use the entrance on the Valet parking
side of the hospital and take the elevator to the 5th floor -Con-
ference Room 5G31. Both care-givers, supporters and those
suffering from mental illness are welcome to join us for mutual
support and sharing of information . For more information, call
254-771-3638.

Temple-Belton Ladies Lion Club Meeting Second and Fourth
Monday of every month at 6:30 pm at the Belton V.F.W., 2311
S. Pearl St., Belton.

Bell Area Parkinson’s Support group (BAPS-North) meets
at CTCOG, 2180 N. Main St, Belton on the 2nd and 4th Fri-
days from 2:30-4:00 PM every month. All are welcome, and
there is no membership cost. The Bell Area Parkinson’s Sup-
port group (BAPS-West) meets at St. Andrews United Method-
ist Church Fellowship Hall, 206 W Fowler Ave, Killeen on the
1st and 3rd Fridays from 2:30-4:00 PM every month. For more
information contact Gayle Shull at GayleInBelton@gmail.com
or (254) 718-4197.

Marine Corp League will meet the third Tuesday of each
mont at VFW 3859. Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. and metting
will begin at 7:00 p.m. 201 VFW Dr, Harker heights, Tx 76548.
Email commandant@mcl1249tx.comfor more inforamtion.

Aspen Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteers Needed
Listed here are many ways you can help make a difference for
our hospice patients. You can provide companionship, listen to
music, read, reminisce, play games, cards, checkers, paint nails,
apply makeup, curl hair or take them on walks. Please visit
aspenhealthcare.net or call 512-856-5668 for more information.

Young’s Daughters Funeral Home Dementia/Alzheimer’s
Caregiver Support Group occurs weekly on Fridays from 6-7
p-m. This group allows your loved ones to join. Loved ones
will be doing activities while the group of caregivers are join-
ing together to better understand and learn tips and tricks for
daily life. Young’s Daughters Funeral and Bereavement Center
is located at 4235 East Hwy 190 in Temple.

Bell County Historical Commission holds their meetings on
the fourth Monday of every month at 6 p.m. in the historical
Bell County Court House, 101 E. Central Ave in Belton. Join
us in our vision of preserving and promoting Bell County’s
rich historical heritage for current and future generations. We
are dedicated to initiating and conducting programs that pre-
serve and celebrate the county’s historic cultural resources in
alignment with state laws governing historical preservation in
Texas. Our community resources consist of a research room,
book repository, cemetery information, historical markers and
monument records. Our services include information on histor-
ic preservation, educational programming, history community

outreach and partnerships. We welcome you to join other history minded folks
and get involved by serving on one of our committees that consist of preserva-
tion, cemetery, markers and education. To volunteer or for more information
please visit historicalcommission@bellcounty.texas.gov, call 254-933-5917 or
visit the office located in the historic Bell County Courthouse, 101 E. Central
Ave., RM 117.

Pistons on the Creek will meet every third Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Come down to Nolan Creek and show off your rides. From classic to modern,
muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automotive enthusiasts are welcome. Support our
awesome downtown businesses and restaurants surrounded by live music, food,
drinks and a great atmosphere.

Bell Fine Arts Visitors welcome Wednesday’s from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 306 E
5th Ave in Belton. Majong games are available every Monday from 1 p.m. to 4
p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. For more information text Jeanne
at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12
p-m. on Wednesdays at the Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in
Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in crochet. All skill levels are
welcome. For information email Betty Reichert at bettyreichert@yahoo.com or
Kathy Bement at katshookand needle(@gmail.com. Anyone interested in join-
ing the local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America will also need to join the
National Crochet Guild of America. Visit www.crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the
third Saturday of each month at 10 a.m. in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N
Main in Belton. Join us to hear from local and state candidates and about im-
portant issues and events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This
10-month program focuses on three key elements: community awareness train-
ing, leadership training, and team building. Do you have someone ready to take
the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to make that
difference. For more information on how to participate, contact the chamber at
254-939-3551 or e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

Engage & Empower with BISD Belton ISD believes the learning experiences
of our students are enhanced through the engagement of our community. We in-
vite parents and community members to get involved in our schools. Register as
a volunteer with our new volunteer and partnership system at the following link:
https://beltonisd.ezcommunicator.net/edu/beltonisd/login _form.aspx?app=0.

Community (nformation

TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting
the Take Me Home Program, aimed at helping individuals who need spe-
cial assistance to return safely home after getting lost. The program is a
database with photos and personal information to help police officers
find someone who is lost or wandered away from home. Take Me Home
is designed for individuals who may need additional

aid including those with Dementia, Autism or specific
mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and
the data is kept confidential to first responders. You can
sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/take-
mehome. Read more about the program here: https://
www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail T11 R1166.php.

Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating
suicide, press option 1 for assistance with military/veteran population.

Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak
due to home invasion, abduction or domestic violence or physically
incapable. Providing location, city name and nature of the emergency
in the first message is imperative. For further education on this service,
don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500.

Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS)
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather.
Contact the Belton Police Dept. to join.

Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance
police and community partnerships. Apply online to be a part of this
exciting program.

Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize
scams and stop scammers from stealing your money and personal infor-
mation. Share the information with your loved ones & Slam the Scam!
Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips.

Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home
& Bereavement Center, 4235 E. US HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers discuss and help
each other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302

STAY CONNECTED: STAY INFORMIED

GOT A LOCAL EVENT, CHURCH GATHERING, OR MEETING?
TELL US AND KEEP EVERYONE IN THE LOOP.

EMAIL DETAILS TO:
NEWS@BELTONJOURNAL.COM
OR CALL (254) 939-5754

IF WANT TO SPONSOR THIS PAGE
EMAIL: DAVID@BELTONJOURNAL.COM




B6

THE BELTON JOURNAL

Thursday, April 2, 2026

DITORIAL

Bricks vs. bytes

I read with great interest the a Baltimore Sun article
“How Baltimore’s independent bookstores are thriving
in the age of Amazon.”

It is no secret in this digital age that more and more
customers are doing business online, whether it’s get-
ting approved for home loans, banking, purchasing in-
surance, ordering a meal, and oh, yes, buying books.
Shoppers like convenience and ease and speed — and
online merchants know this.

For publishers, booksellers, and authors, we’ve had
to learn to adapt to the Amazon monopoly on the book
market. About 15 years ago was the height of the ebook
surge. I was a little late to catch the wave as an indepen-
dent author, but several of my author friends enjoyed
an “easy” six-figure income for several years. It was a
limitless goldmine, or so we thought at the time.

I made my share of some nice funds on the side, but
the past five have been more and more challenging for
independent authors. Because the big guy will always
slant the profit odds in their favor, whether that’s Ama-
zon or any other mega-retailer.

My Front Porch ¢ Lynette Sowell

Brick ‘n mortar bookstores felt the pinch of online
merchants and it was a struggle even before the ebook
“gold rush.” According to the above article, from 1995
to 2009 the number of independent bookstores in the na-
tion fell by 43 percent. Yet in spite of the e-revolution,
the independent bookstores have bounced back, with
the number of independent brick ‘n mortar bookstores
up by 49.6 percent since 2009.

Why did this happen? What makes a customer go
to an actual store or office instead of doing the “click or
call”? Here is a nugget from that article.

“Book purchases happen by discovery,” he said.
“The overwhelming majority of books are bought be-
cause you find them on the shelf of a bookstore or a
library or because they were recommended by someone
you trust. Interacting with the physical book is very im-
portant. You need exposure to the product to make the
sale.”

Indies have also bounced back with the help of cus-
tomers shopping local and infusing the benefit into their
economy, something we also promote here in Belton.

Jacked Up

Shop the Insanity * Dren Bl

Successful indie bookstores also give back to the com-
munity, give perks to customers, and do nontraditional
things like allowing dogs into their stores.

Where it concerns the lineup of our local business-
es along miles of roadway, I have told friends and have
told friends and colleagues that those businesses, or any
business for that matter, has more to fear from the on-
line giants who have bigger pocketbooks for advertis-
ing, than they do a roadway out front.

People will beat a path to your door if they know
what you have to offer and they value it, if they feel the
connection. Many purchases and decisions are based on
feelings — purchases from loyal customers, that is. Do
you have a connection with your customer? They will
do what it takes to visit you. Online might be fast ‘n
easy, but there’s no substitute for great customer service
and that connection.

So go find your neighborhood bookstore. It’s about
the discovery. If you’re not hunting for a specific title,
you might stumble upon a new-to-you author’s voice
that becomes your new favorite thing.

This column comes from a place of frus-
tration.

Some years ago, I read a story someone
had circulated. When the person telling the
story was a young man, he was sitting on the
front porch of his college fraternity house
when an SUV pulled up. A group of sorority
sisters soon emerged from the SUV and start-
ed investigating their vehicle. Realizing there
was a problem, he got up and offered to assist
them. In response, he was met by a barrage of
comments that came down to “We’re strong;
we don’t need a man’s help”.

...Except, the more he watched, the more
they realized they did need his help. You see,
when you go to jack up a car, you’ve got grav-
ity pressing down on the same spot where
your jack is pushing up. There are only certain
parts of a car that can handle that much force,
parts that will usually be listed in your own-

er’s manual under the instructions for how to
jack up a car & change the tire. Generally, that
spot will be somewhere along the frame of the
car, which is your vehicle’s skeleton.

These young ladies didn’t bother to
check the owner’s manual before breaking
the jack out. Thus, instead of mounting the
jack safely against a designated spot on the
vehicle’s frame, they had the jack mounted
against the floorboard. The person telling the
story saw the danger this represented and kept
trying to talk to them about it, but they kept re-
jecting him because they presumed untoward
motives behind his offers.

Sure enough, there were consequences.
The floorboard couldn’t hold the weight, and
eventually the SUV came down, impaling
itself on the jack. Fortunately for everyone,
however, there was one final warning from
the SUV itself before this happened, and so

the young woman who was underneath had
just enough time to clear out before she got
crushed.

As I’ve mentioned several times before,
I have a de facto minor in psychological war-
fare, with a special emphasis on identifying
points of failure within a system. Basically, I
was trained to get inside someone’s head, see
what makes them tick, and figure out how to
weaponize that against them. People like me
are horrifically common, be it your average
street huckster or some political power boss
off in an office somewhere.

Ladies and gents, when you’re upset, an-
gry, confused, shocked, or overwhelmed, it’s
a lot easier for folks with this kind of training
to make a pawn of you or even take you off
the game board completely. They don’t want
you thinking rationally. If you think logically
instead of ideologically then there’s a chance

you’ll see the game, figure out the rules, and
possibly even strategize how to win against
them.

At the same time though, there are also
watchmen like myself on the towers. We
can see far enough into the distance to know
what’s coming. We understand the way his-
tory cycles through its various patterns. We
know the rules of the games people try to
play. We’re not out to frighten, but we’re not
always going to speak peace, either; we’re go-
ing to tell you what we see coming, how you
can prepare for what we see coming, and if
needs be slap you out of your stupor so that
you can get it done.

Don’t seek out voices that soothe. Don’t
seek out voices that panic. Seek out voices
you trust, and once you find them start devel-
oping yourself so that you can be such a voice
for someone else.

Random Thinks

Have you ever wondered how many cell phone
pictures are taken of the back of the person’s head, or
some other area that you just can’t see?

I will admit that I have taken a picture of some-
thing small or in a tight space so I can enlarge the
image to see what it says.

I was in line at the grocery store the other day, I
had quite a few items in my cart when a young lady
came up behind me holding a couple cartons of eggs
and a few other small products in her hands. I offered
to let her go before me, since she didn’t have much.
She declined. She started a phone conversation that
was obviously someone else in the store as she told
them her location. A few moments later her (prob-
ably) mother rolled up with a cart full of groceries.

How many phone calls are made in a store that
go all the way to a tower, to the “whatever” sorts the
calls, back to the same tower and into the same store,
perhaps only a few aisles away, to let someone know
where they are and they are ready to go? That is prob-
ably not the original idea for inventing cell phones, it
certainly wasn’t Mr. Bell’s idea of the most important
use of a phone.

What if you live your entire life and for some ran-
dom reason you get reincarnated as a worm? If you

Pleasant Ramblings * Mark Magnan

are an early riser you get up early one morning and
stick your head out, only to be snatched from your
hole and eaten for breakfast by an early bird! That
might be a good reason to become a “night owl”.

I see ads online for various games, they have a
hand that moves around showing you how the game
works. It looks a lot like Thing from the Addams
Family. I hope he is still working and doing well.

I was brought up with the thought that a “sit
down” meal at noon was “dinner” and the evening
meal was “supper”. Perhaps that is a Texas thing. And
before it comes up, “lunch” is what you carry to work
and eat out of a metal lunch box.

I can remember having a few square metal lunch
boxes when I was young and in school. It seemed like
every kid had one. A few of those are worth a lot of
money these days! I actually had one of the reason-
ably valuable ones at one point. The early styles had
a glass lined “thermos”, which usually didn’t last too
long. And for the inexperienced parent, carbonated
soda did not work in them, it popped the glass and
even if it didn’t, the drink didn’t make it until lunch.
Then just a few grades later you didn’t want to look
like a little kid, so you convinced your parents to get
you a metal lunch box so you would look like an iron

worker in the cafeteria. Then just a couple years after
that you didn’t bring lunch to school at all, you either
bought lunch or went to the Dairy Queen.

If you watch underwater videos, it always looks
like eels are yawning. They have their mouths open
ready to snap shut on a potential lunch, or breakfast,
depending on the time of day.

Why is it that the largest whales eat the smallest
organisms in the ocean? Of all the creatures that could
eat a Great White Shark, it would be the whale. That
doesn’t make sense, something needs to eat those
sharks.

If you think about all of the things in the ocean
that can sting, bite or eat you, there is really no reason
to get much further than ankle deep on a sandy beach.

Of course if you were to vacation in Australia
they have a lot of hazards. The waters are filled with
a variety of fish, some of which can swallow you. On
land you have some venomous snakes, and then a va-
riety of spiders that are not very friendly either. I can
only imagine the tourism slogan for Australia, “We
are hot”.

I hope everyone has a good week and uses their
cell phones wisely.

Finding Rest

It’s summer vacation planning time. Normally, Rick
and I have our vacation planned long before now, but this
year we’ve had some distractions. Last night, we brain-
stormed where we could go and what we might do.

One of the biggest factors is distance. We’ve decided
to drive, and we want to arrive the same day we depart.
Last year, we flew to our destination. From the time we
left our house early that morning until we pulled the rental
car into our Airbnb, we realized we could have driven in
the same amount of time, for a LOT cheaper. Plus, my
Toyota RAV has roomy leather seats that recline all the
way back, with plenty of room for snacks and books and
leg stretches. We don’t get any of that with an economy
class plane ticket.

Another concern is the weather. A major perk of ex-
iting Texas in the summer is leaving the sweltering heat
for a few days. We love the mountains. But we’ve already
used up multiple vacations in Colorado and New Mexico.
We want to see something new.

Or at least, we thought we did. With our narrow list of
requirements, we decided Colorado might still be an op-

Coffee Talk ¢ Renae Brumbaugh Green

tion. After all, there’s a lot of unexplored (by us) territory
in those mountains. So in a couple of months, we’ll load
up the RAV with hiking equipment (for Rick) and plein air
painting equipment (for me), and we’ll head to the Rock-
ies. And I can’t wait.

Vacations—as we know them—weren’t always
a thing. Our idea of a vacation didn’t come about until
after the Civil War. In 1869, William Murray, a Boston
preacher, published a guidebook titled Adventures in the
Wilderness. It detailed his experience in the Adirondack
Mountains, praising the uplifting quality of the lakes, for-
ests, and rivers. The next summer, those mountains were
flooded with city dwellers who wanted to get away from
the hustle of urban life.

By 1875, nearly 200 camps and hotels were open
for business in that area, along with railroads, steamboat
docks, and stagecoach taxis. The birth of the Industrial
Revolution made travel even more accessible for the com-
mon man, and by the end of World War II, vacations were
no longer limited to the wealthy. Middle class families
made yearly trips to all kinds of places, creating memories

and boosting the economy wherever they went.

I have a vacation bucket list. I’d love to hang out
in Scotland and search for the Loch Ness monster, take
a picture in front of Windsor Castle, sample real Bolog-
nese sauce made in some forgotten small town in Italy,
and sip French wine in a cafe across from the Eiffel Tower.
Those would certainly be fun trips, but I've decided it’s
not that important. After all, the purpose of a vacation is to
get away from daily distractions, relax, and rest. And the
Colorado Rockies seem like the perfect place to do that.

I still may get to those locations someday. But I'm
so very fortunate, so very blessed, that my favorite place
in all the world is right here at home. And I don’t have to
get away to find peace and rest... those things are mine,
anytime [ want them. They’re part of my inheritance as a
child of the King.

“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will
rest in the shadow of the Almighty. This I declare about
the Lord: He is my refuge, my place of safety, my God,
and I trust him.” Psalm 91:1-2
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Special to the Journal

Roses for Hoses 5K Run/Walk
2026 is just around the corner, to be
held on Saturday, April 11th at Oak-
mont Park at the end of Tanyard Road
in Morgan’s Point Resort.

This race is part of the Cen-Tex
Race Series and presented by the La-
dies Auxiliary MPR VFD, supporting

Roses for Hoses SK Run/Walk set for April 11

the Fire Department and Community
projects and activities.

The Opening Ceremony will begin
at 8:15 a.m., with a blessing, present-
ing of the colors by Scout Troop 118
and the National Anthem sung by the
High Point Elementary Choir.

Junction Fitness will be provid-
ing participant warm-up exercises, and

mascot(s) H-E-Buddy, LBHS BLAZE,
and Morgan the Pointer Dalmatian plan
to add a little fun and mischief to the
pre-race activities.

The race run/walk begins prompt-
ly at 8:30 a.m. The route meanders
through neighborhood streets where
the runners and walkers will enjoy
beautiful views of Belton Lake and will
be greeted by residents along the way.
MPR Police and MPR Fire Department
and EMS will be monitoring traffic and
safety.

LBHS Cross Country & Track
Team members, along with LBHS Ath-
letic Trainers, as well as LBHS Junior
Varsity Cheerleaders will be all along
the route with “energy bubble wands”
to cheer on the runners and walkers as
they compete for placement in their re-
spective age groups.

There will be two water stations,
one at the corner of .78 miles from the
start at the corner of Oakmont circle
and Timberline (which will be used
going out/ and coming back); and the
second one at the marina turnaround.
In addition to auxiliary supporting vol-
unteers and friends, Fellowship Baptist
Church members will be helping with
the water stations.

Once the runners and walkers re-
turn, they will enjoy snacks and bever-
ages courtesy of the Auxiliary, RVOS
Insurance, Corrective Chiropractic and

HAPPY@MML

We know you

have everything

eserve your

space by

for the
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H-E-B.

In addition, each participant will
receive a yellow or red rose from the
H-E-B booth. They can either keep the
rose ... or give it to one of the firefight-
ers ... “Roses for Hoses”.

The Bib Raffle Winner board will
be unveiled after the first runner comes
back in. If their Bib Number is listed,
they win one of the corresponding priz-
es which have been donated by local
businesses.

The funds raised on this event sup-
ports the Morgan’s Point Resort Fire
Department for equipment not provid-
ed in the City Budget.

Registration is available on-
line only through Run Sign-up at
https://runsignup.com/Race/TX/Mor-

ansPointResort/RosesforHoses5k.
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Math Blocks

Fill in the missing blocks with numbers between 0-20.
The numbers in each row add up to the totals on the right,

The numbers in each column add up to the totals on the hottom.

THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

0 33 4

1814: Napoleon
abdicates the throne
for the first time and
names his son as
Emperor of France.

3 18 | =

1841: William Henry
Harrison dies of
pneumonia, becoming
the first U.S. president
to die in office.

10 |6

17 27 32

1964: The Beatles

occupy the top five
oL L|§S spots on the Billboard
Hot 100 pop chart.
8l 9| ¢
This spring holiday P
. . uonn|os
Is the holiest day on
the calendar for
celebrating Get Scrambled
Christians. Unscramble the words to determine the phrase. BLESS
ESTARE GEG NHTU .
to confer divine
favor upon
Juny B6s 18107 1I8MSUY

19]SPD7 [JIaMSUY

Get the -ﬂ)—

% PICTURE?

'Dld U

6 sa
that i tny

. Easter celebrates the
English: Sacred Resurrection of Jesus ;‘jﬂ%
Spanish: Sagrado Christ, which is a W
Italian: Sacro foundationof 4 %“ig - A
French: Sacré christianity e T Can you guess what
German: Heilig L W the bigger picture is?

sbbe Buliojo) :lemsuy
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City implements Stage 1 drought conditions, encourages voluntary conservation

Special to the Journal

The City of Belton
has implemented Stage
1 drought conditions due
to ongoing dry weather in
the Brazos River Basin.

The move follows
the Brazos River Author-
ity entering Stage 1 on
March 27.

In addition, the Palm-
er Hydrologic Drought
Index, published by the
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administra-
tion, has dropped below
-2.4, indicating increas-
ing drought severity in
the region.

Stage 1 encourages

voluntary conservation to
reduce overall water use
by 5 percent.

Residents and busi-
nesses are asked to limit
non-essential water use,
including landscape irri-
gation and vehicle wash-
ing.

The city is also re-

questing customers fol-
low a voluntary irrigation
schedule:

Even-numbered ad-
dresses:  Sundays and
Thursdays

Odd-numbered  ad-
dresses: Saturdays and
Wednesdays

Updates will be pro-

vided if conditions wors-
en or additional measures

are needed.
More information
about drought stages

and conservation tips is
available on the City of
Belton website at https://
www.beltontexas.gov/
how_do_i/learn_about/

drought response_stag-
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