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Lisa Wingate featured
author for upcoming Book
& Author Luncheon

Lisa Wingate

By Lynette Sowell
The Belton Journal

The Friends of the
Belton Public Library are
holding their annual Book
and Author Luncheon and
Silent Auction on Feb. 22,
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Christ
the King Catholic Church
Family Life Center, 210
E. 24th St., in Belton.

Tickets are $47 per
person or a table for 8 for
$360.

This year, they are
celebrating the 20th an-
niversary of the luncheon
as well as the 125th anni-
versary of the Lena Arm-
strong Public Library.

The special guest
author for 2025 is Lisa
Wingate.

She is a nationally
known, New York Times
bestselling Texas author,
whose 2017 release, Be-
fore We Were Yours, has
sold more than three mil-
lion copies and has gone
into its 36th reprint.

Before We Were
Yours, remained on the
New York Times best-
seller list for more than

two years. Wingate has
authored more than 30
novels, and her books
have been translated into
more than 40 languages.
Her 2024 release, “Shel-
terwood”, is her 33rd re-
lease.

Wingate is a
Goodreads Choice Award
winner, an Oklahoma
Book Award finalist, a
Southern Book Prize win-
ner and was named a 2023
Distinguished Alumni of
Oklahoma State Univer-

sity.

Americans for More
Civility, a  kindness
watchdog  organization,

selected Wingate as a
recipient of the Nation-
al Civics Award, which
celebrates public figures
who work to promote
greater kindness and ci-
vility in American life.

Booklist summed up
her work by saying, “Lisa
Wingate is, quite simply,
a master storyteller.”

She was inspired to
become a writer by a first-
grade teacher who said
she expected to see Lisa’s
name in a magazine one
day. Wingate also enter-
tained childhood dreams
of being an Olympic
gymnast and winning the
National Finals Rodeo
but was stalled by a men-
tal block against back-
flips on the balance beam
and by parents who stub-
bornly refused to finance

See BOOK,
Page A2
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Local coffee shop
expanding in Belton

Courtesy Photo

Jesse Bates with Sly Fox Coffee, poses on the old train car where the shop is located. The shop is expand-
ing to a second rail car and is offering more baked goods and sandwiches.

By David Stone
The Belton Journal

There are more than
50,000 coffee houses in
America, and a grow-
ing number are located
right here in eastern Bell
County.

More than 70 busi-
nesses in the local area
— Belton, Temple, Mor-
gan’s Point Resort, Sal-
ado, Rogers, Troy and
Little = River-Academy
— identify themselves
as coffee shops, and that
doesn’t include restau-

rants or convenience
stores.

The vast majority of
the area’s coffee shops
have arrived since 2014,
and many have been in
business less than three
years. While chain shops
such as Starbucks are lo-

cated in both Belton and
Temple, locally owned
stores such as Sly Fox,
Arusha’s, Summer Moon
and Toast & Tea are
thriving.

See COFFEE,
Page A2

Belton dog park keeps tails wagging

By David Stone
The Belton Journal

Despite its popularity, residents
such as Anderson say the city needs an-
other dog park to serve northside and
lake-area residents and their pups, but
that likely won’t happen anytime soon.

“We do not have any plans to build
another dog park at this point, but that
doesn’t mean we won’t build one in the
future,” said James Grant, director of
Belton Parks & Recreation.

According to Grant, the city put up
a temporary dog park back in 2019 to
see if the community would use it. It be-
came an immediate hit with local pups
and their owners.

See WAGGING,
Page A2

Belton’s Heritage Park will benefit
from many improvements during up-
coming months, but local residents are
quite pleased with one element of the
park that will remain the same.

“The (Heritage Park) Dog Park is
a great place — I go there every day,”
said Belton resident John Kinney. “If it
had lights, I’d go at night as well.”

Phillip Anderson, also of Belton, is
a big fan of the bark park.

“I use it often — I like the size of
the park,” he said. “The water station
needs a little work, though, but I think
Belton needs a second park for dogs.”

Filing continues for local elections

The filing period closes at 5 p.m. on Friday,

Courtesy Photo
The dog park at Heritage Park is one of the features that appeals to local
residents. The park will see upgrades this year.
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Officers help resolve crisis on 1-14 flyover

Special to the Journal

Belton Police Depart-
ment officers and a Bell
County Sheriff’s deputy
helped safely resolve a
tense circumstance on
Monday, February 3 when
a man experienced a men-
tal health crisis on the
I-14 flyover exit off north-
bound I-35.

Officers helped dif-

fuse the situation after
he got out of a car at a
nearby business, walked

to the flyover, and placed
both of his legs over the
guardrail appearing ready
to jump.

“We are grateful for
this outcome and that our
officers helped calmly
resolve the matter,” Bel-
ton Police Chief Larry
Berg said. “We train to
be ready to help people in
distress, but in these types
of circumstances, a person

must be willing to help
themselves too. In this sit-
uation, it worked out. We
hope the young man gets
the help and support that
he needs.”

The incident lasted
for an hour and a half.
The 9-1-1 call came in at
around 10:30 a.m., and
the individual was off the
ledge by noon. The man
was not injured, but he

was transported to a medi-
cal facility for mental
health treatment.

While the incident
unfolded, the flyover
was closed, along with
the northbound entrance
to I-35 off the frontage
road. Emergency person-
nel from multiple agen-
cies assisted at the scene,
including the Department
of Public Safety and Bell

County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

“If you’re struggling
with your mental health
or know someone who is,
reach out. Support and re-
sources are available. You
are never alone,” Berg
said.

The free, confiden-
tial mental health hotline,
988, is available 24/7 by
text or call.

BOOk - From Page A1l

a rodeo career. She was lucky enough
to marry into a big family of tall tale
enthusiasts who never let the truth get
in the way of a good story. Wingate
lives in Texas and Colorado with her
family and her cuddly teddy bear of a
dog, Huckleberry.

One of her favorite things about be-
ing a writer is connecting with people,
both real and imaginary. Find out more
at www.lisawingate.com.

Her books are available at Black-
bird Books & Spirits Bookstore, 203 N.
East Street, Suite E, Belton.

Waggillg - From Page Al

Along with the luncheon and silent
auction, book bingo will take place at
the event. Free bingo cards are avail-
able online at https://friendsbeltonli-
brary.org/baluncheon.php and also at
the Belton Library’s front desk.

Readers select and read books that

fit into categories on the card and X
out each box. For each completed box,
participants will receive a ticket for the
prize drawings at the luncheon. This
year, there is a children’s version of the
bingo cards, and it’s not required to be
present to win a prize.

“We were trying to decide if we
wanted to spend the money and build
a permanent one, but we didn’t want to
build something our community didn’t
want or use,” Grant said.

“Boy, were we ever surprised,” he
added with a laugh. “It was a resound-
ing hit, and we had more compliments
on it and its location than we could
count.”

“It was so successful that we decided
to extend the temporary fence rental for
several more months while we planned a
permanent dog park.”

The temporary park — it was called
Pop-Pup Dog Park by the city — was di-

and the other for smaller canines. The
park was small — about a quarter-acre
in size.

Today’s park also has two sections,
but the overall size is now 1.5 acres.

“We kept it at the same location be-
cause everyone loved the shade trees,
and it worked well with parking, walking
trails and the nearby park playground,”
Grant said.

“It is completely fenced in with a
5-foot chain link fence, drinking foun-
tains for both human and canines, and
we have repurposed some old play-
ground equipment to give our furry
friends something to play on,” he added.
“Most of it is irrigated to help with turf

management, and it has park benches
and even a picnic table or two.”

Now called Heritage Park Dog Park,
money to build the puppy playground
was part of a $750,000 Texas Parks &
Wildlife grant awarded a few years ago.

“The park is very popular with pet
owners and their furry best friends,”
Grant said.

“The Belton dog park is great,” said
Joshua Landon. “It’s way better than
others in the surrounding area.”

According to Grant, several projects
are on tap for Heritage Park and many
will be started this year.

“The lights on all four baseball
fields at Heritage are being retrofitted

with LED lights,” he said. “These lights
will be much brighter and more energy
efficient.”

“Also, the soccer complex is getting
another practice field, and we are adding
lights to the new multipurpose field. This
will help out during the summer — kids
can play later when it’s not so hot.”

The Belton Baseball Association is
putting in batting cages at Heritage Park,
and they will be open to the public when
not in use by league baseball teams.

“The batting cages will be near
Community Garden, which also is get-
ting a facelift,” Grant added.

vided into two areas, one for large dogs
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Despite its massive popularity in Belton, Summer
Moon is closing shop here because of real estate is-
sues and moving to a second location in Temple.

“We love Belton,” said McKenzie Fleming. “Un-
fortunately, the property where we are located at sold
a few months ago and our lease came to an end. We
will miss Belton tremendously, but we are also look-
ing forward to the future.”

“Thank you all for the love and support you’ve
shown to our Belton location over the past three
years,” Fleming added. “We have loved the commu-
nity that has loved us so well. Unfortunately, the time
has come for us to relocate.”

Belton residents say they also will miss Summer
Moon.

“It was conveniently located and the coffee was
consistent — not hit-or-miss like some of the others,”
said Maria Avila-Magana. “I hate that they are leav-
ing.”

But while one of Belton’s most popular coffee
shops is leaving town, another is booming.

“We are thriving,” said Jesse Bates, owner of Sly
Fox Coffee House, located in an old train car at the
Belton Depot.

“We are expanding into a second rail car and of-
fering new and more foods starting with a grand re-
opening on Feb. 6,” Bates said.

“We haven’t been closed, but we are doubling the
size of the business,” she said. “It’s going to be quite

different.”

Sly Fox caters to University of Mary Hardin-Bay-
lor students and local businessmen and women who
meet for coffee and shoptalk.

“We also have a great number of folks who just
stop by on their way to work,” Bates said. “Sly Fox
has a wide range of customers, but we do have a lot of
college students who drink coffee and study.”

“Our big sellers are specialty coffees such as
espresso-based drinks, lattes and cortados, a Spanish
beverage consisting of espresso mixed with a roughly
equal amount of warm milk.”

Right now, we sell a limited amount of food, but
come Feb. 6, we will offer a lot more baked goods and
sandwiches,” she added.

Bates acknowledged that there is a growing num-
ber of coffee houses in Central Texas, but she sees that
as a good thing.

“Coffee houses can’t be overdone,” she said with
a grin. “Every shop has a unique twist — we all ser-
vice a very different market. There’s a lot of competi-
tion, but coffee shops are a close community. People
tend to visit all of the shops because we are all dif-
ferent.”

Belton resident Megan Kenney agreed. “I think
most (shops) are great for different reasons,” she said.
“They are all worth a show for their unique creations.”

Greg Burnett, owner of the popular 1914 Coffee
House in Temple, said many of the new coffee shops

are well-known chains and those businesses force the
local shops to be great.

“The established chains bring industry expertise
and a high level of quality and service,” Burnett said.
“In my opinion, to survive, local shops have to pro-
vide a similar level of quality and service, and they
must offer something the major chains don’t.”

“At 1914, we strive to provide high-quality drinks,
food and service,” he said. “We desire to create a cozy
environment where our community can gather, grow
and feel cared for. I hope and believe this personal
touch differentiates us from the chains.”

So why are today’s coffee shops so popular? Ac-
cording to store owners like Sly Fox’s Bates, they are
popular because they often provide a comfortable,
social space where people can gather to work, study,
meet friends, or simply relax with a cup of coffee.

They often offer a “third space” outside of home
and work, with a welcoming atmosphere, often with
good Wi-Fi, and a variety of drink options that are not
readily available at home.

They essentially act as a community hub for inter-
action and connection. UMHB students are often seen
with open laptops reading over class assignments, and
businesspeople often meet at coffee shops for small,
casual meetings.
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Kelton

Bob Kelton
January 26, 1951 —
January 28, 2025

Bob Kelton of Bel-
ton, Texas passed away at
his home on January 28,
2025. He was 74 years
of age.

Bob was born on
January 26, 1951, in Bel-
ton TX to Bartholomew
Jr. and Wilma (Smitha)
Kelton. In his youth
Bob loved all sports, but
especially baseball, and
played competitively,
even being scouted by
professional teams until
the birth of his son, at
which time he settled
down to raise his family
in Belton.

As a lifelong resident
of Belton, Bob had deep
roots in the community.
Over the years he worked
in various demanding
managerial positions
at Eckerd Drugs, Britts
Drugs, Inman Phar-
macy, City Pharmacy and
Golden Chick often work-
ing 6-7 days a week. But
as the saying goes “Find
a job you enjoy doing,
and you will never have
to work a day in your
life.” While Bob worked
a lot, his roles allowed
him to interact with
friends and colleagues
regularly. Most recently,
in his “retirement”, you
could find him at the
Expo Quik Stop, chatting
with friends about his
beloved Dallas Cowboys
or discussing the latest
golf tournament. Bob
was also a member of the
First Baptist Church of
Belton where he served
as a Deacon. Above all
else, he loved his fam-
ily, following his grand-
son’s baseball careers,
and supporting his grand
nieces and nephews and
his community which
he served in any way he
could.

Bob is survived by
his son Kevin Kelton
(Serenity) of Pantego,
Texas, sisters, Shelia
Kelton Gaines (Larry)
of Belton, Texas, Susan
Kelton Clark (Lucky)
of Harker Heights,
Texas, Kathy Gail Kelton
(Chris) of Waco, Texas,
uncle Billy Joe Smitha
of Belton, Texas, aunt
Sandra Smitha Har-
rison of Temple, Texas,
and grandchildren Koby
Kelton of New York City,
New York and Kamden
Kelton of Pantego, Texas
and a host of family and
friends.

Bob is preceded in
death by his parents.

Visitation for family
and friends was Friday,
January 31, 2025, 5-7
p-m. at Dossman Funeral
Home in Belton, Texas.
Funeral services were
held at 2 p.m on Satur-
day, February 1, 2025, at
Dossman Funeral Home,
with burial immediately
following at North Belton
Cemetery, Belton, Texas.

Cloud

William Perry Cloud
November 19, 1929 —
February 1, 2025

William Perry (Bill)
Cloud passed away
peacefully surrounded
by family on Saturday,
February 1, 2025, at the
age of 95. He was born
in Temple on November
19, 1929, to Thomas
Jefferson and Rebe Ogden
Cloud.

Bill graduated from
Temple High School and
attended the University
of Texas at Austin. He
was happily married to
Betty Jean Lengefeld for
66 years. Bill also served
a brief stint in the United
States Army.

Bill was passionate
about his family, friends,
cutting horses, cattle, and
the construction industry.
His career with Cloud
Construction Co., Inc.
spanned over 50 years,
and he was instrumental
in constructing many
landmark buildings in
Temple and Central
Texas.

Bill was also very active
in community service,
lending his talents to
many organizations. He
raised money for the
Temple United Fund

and served as a member
of the Temple City
Commission. Bill was
president of the Central
Texas Ft. Hood Chapter
of Association of United
States Army and served
on the Commanding
General’s Civilian
Advisory Committee for
five commanding generals
at Ft. Hood. In addition,
Bill served as president
of several organizations
including the Bell County
Junior Fair and Livestock
Show, the Temple
Chamber of Commerce,
the Temple Industrial
Foundation, and the
Central Texas Cutting
Horse Association. He
worked as board member
of the National Cutting
Horse Association,

the Scott and White
Health Plan, the Temple
Economic Development
Corporation and the
Central Texas Region

Scott & White Memorial
Hospital Greater Century
Campaign.

Bill is preceded in death
by his loving wife Betty
Jean Cloud, parents T.J.
and Rebe Cloud, and
brother Thomas Maynard
Cloud. Survivors
include daughters Renee
Fuller, Susan Bolton and
husband Mancel, and son
Perry Cloud and wife
Laura; five grandchildren,
Mark Fuller and wife
Olivia, Katie Moncivais
and husband Tony, Kasey
Welch and husband
Jerod, Will Bolton,

and Thomas Cloud and
wife Emily; and six

great grandchildren

Max Moncivais, Amelie
Moncivais, Elizabeth
Welch, Cooper Welch,
Emma Fuller, and
Charlotte Cloud.

The Pallbearers are
Mark Fuller, Will
Bolton, Thomas Cloud,
Bruce Walker, Andrew
Cloud, John Cloud,
Mike Marshall, Tony
Moncivais, Jerod Welch,
Rex Baugh, and Roy
Walker.

In lieu of flowers,

the family requests
memorial contributions
to the Temple College
Foundation to create

a Bill and Betty Jean
Cloud Scholarship, 2600
S. South First Street,
Temple, TX 76504

Attn: Temple College
Foundation or the charity
of your choice.

The family wishes to
express gratitude to all
the caregivers at Baylor
Scott & White Hospital,
Baylor Scott & White
Hospice, and Home
Instead.

Visitation will be held at
Scanio Harper Funeral
Home on Friday February
7,2025, from 5:00 PM to
7:00 PM. A Celebration
of Life gravesite

service for family and
friends will be held

on Saturday February
8,2025,at 11:00 AM

at Hillcrest Cemetery,
Temple, TX. Scanio
Harper Funeral Home
oversees arrangements.

Swanson Jr.

Lester “Skip” Samuel
Swanson Jr.
March 17, 1947 —
January 21, 2025

Lester “Skip” Samuel
Swanson Jr., beloved
husband, father,
grandfather, brother, and
believer in Jesus Christ,
passed away on January
21,2025, at the age of
77 in a rehabilitation
and healthcare home in
Belton, Texas, due to
complications following
a fall.

A graveside service with
military honors will be
held on February 10th at
10:00 a.m. at the Central
Texas State Veterans
Cemetery in Killeen,
Texas.

Born on March 17, 1947,
in Dallas, Texas, to Lester

Samuel Swanson Sr.

and Marjorie Sue Smith
Swanson, Skip’s active
life can be epitomized by
Newton’s Second Law:
“an object in motion
remains in motion at a
constant speed and in a
straight line unless acted
on by an unbalanced
force.” His early years
were shaped by the love
and guidance of his
mother, Sue Swanson;
his Grandma Potsie; the
rules of baseball; and
the Baptist church. After
graduating from Kimball
High School in Oak
Cliff, he played baseball
at Kilgore College in
East Texas, where he
was scouted by the St.
Louis Cardinals. An
injury redirected his path,
leading him to Braniff
International Airlines,
where he met and married
his cherished wife,
Maureen Lorraine Brown,
on February 28, 1969, at
Covenant Presbyterian
Church in Carrollton,
Texas.

Shortly after, Skip
answered the draft

to serve his country
during the Vietnam War,
joining the U.S. Army on
April 26, 1969. Skip’s
athleticism flourished in
the military, earning him
a rare perfect score in the
U.S. Army’s PCPT at Fort
Bliss, Texas.

Following his honorable
discharge, Skip earned

a Bachelor of Science
degree and embarked on
a career as a Technology
Systems Management
Administrator, where

his curiosity and passion
for innovation shone.
Companies such as
Braniff, Great Western
Sugar, and BancTec
benefited from his
creative energies.

As a third-generation
Texan, Skip and Maureen
raised their two children,
Shannan and Clint,

in Dallas, where they
lived until 2005 before
relocating to Central
Texas. A man of faith,
Skip found immense joy
in serving the Lord as a
member of First Baptist
Church in Gatesville

and as Chaplain for

Boy Scouts of America
Troop 201 in Gatesville,
Texas. He also drove a
church bus and assisted
with Wednesday night
children’s services, often
saying, “I like telling
rambunctious little boys
how Jesus helped me.”
Skip’s love for life was
reflected in his boundless
interests and enthusiasm.
He could talk to anyone
about anything at any
time. He loved baseball,
Boy Scouts, the U.S.
Army, and anything
sweet. Known for his
energy, he kept moving
like the Energizer

Bunny on the baseball
diamond, around the
house, or at Boy Scout
campouts. Even after a

See OBITS,
Page A4

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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VOLUNTEER

YOU WOULDN'T WANT TO LIVE IN
ISOLATION AND LONELINESS

Our Hospice Volunteers provide an
additional support to Patients and their
Families!

Come sit with a patient, play games or just
offer a listening ear.

DARLINE.DELMORE@ASPENHEALTHCARETX.COM
TEMPLE & NORTH AUSTIN LOCATIONS
CELL (310) 414-7075

Your usual or something new?

When it comes to your coffee order, there’s a case for playing it safe.
After all, you know what you like, right? With investment decisions,
however, things get a bit more complicated.

As financial advisors, we can help you set up guardrails against your
own biases and give you the tools and education you need to manage
your hard-earned wealth with confidence.

GUNTER

FINANCIAL SERVICES
RAYMOND JAMES®

306 E. Central Ave. | Belton, TX 76513
254-613-5508
contact@gunterfinancialservices.com
www.gunterfinancialservices.com

© 2018 Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Securities offered through
Raymond James Financial Services member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advisory Services offered
through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. 18-BDMKT-3019

Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.
Gunter Financial Services is not a registered Broker/Dealer and is independent of Raymond James
Financial Services. Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. member
FINRA/SIPC. Raymond James does not offer tax advice.

100% Family Owned

(254) 778-3200

Phones answered 24/7

Please don't text and drive!

Hewett-Arney Funeral Home

Serving families in our historic building since 1942

Belton was first known as the town of Nolanville. In 1851, Nolanville

*#*Does not include cemetery charges, outer-burial container or cash advance Items. Minimum non-protective

14 W. Barton Ave. «Templee www.hewettarney.com

was incorporated and the town name was changed to Belton.
Fact from Texas State Historical Association.

« Direct Cremation
with Basic Container

$1575"

Complete
s5340*

« Complete Funeral
with 20 Gauge Casket**

Call and ask for pricing.
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School choice, water, teacher pay raises make governor’s emergency list

By Richard Lee
Special to the Journal

Speaking from Austin’s Arnold Oil
Company headquarters Sunday eve-
ning, Governor Greg Abbott touted the
state’s business-friendly climate as a
model for the rest of the country during
his biannual State of the State address.

“Texas is the most powerful econ-
omy in America... Texas is number one
for the most new jobs, Texas has been
number one for economic development
for more than a decade.Texas is the
number one best state to start a busi-
ness,” he said.“Texas is the blueprint
for the future of America.”

In his address, Abbott also declared
seven “emergency”’ items, permitting
immediate legislative action on these
issues.The state constitution prohibits
passage of bills in the first 60 days of
a regular session, unless tagged as an
emergency by the governor.

First on Abbott’s list is property tax
relief. Following more than $22 billion
in property tax cuts approved in 2023,
Abbott says that too many local juris-
dictions negated those savings by ex-
ploiting loopholes to raise rates.

“Last session, we slashed your

property taxes,” he said. “But for many
Texans, those cuts were wiped out by
local taxing authorities that hiked your
property taxes even more. That must
end this session.”

Abbott called for spending at least
$10 billion of the state’s $23.8 billion
surplus on additional property
tax relief.He also wants to
raise the threshold for
voter-approved tax
hikes from a simple
majority to a two-
thirds supermajor-
ity.

Water infra-
structure is also an
emergency item this
session, and Abbott
says the legislature will
ensure 50 years of water se-
curity for Texas this year.

“We will make the largest invest-
ment in water in the history of Texas.
We will tap into new water supplies
and repair pipes to save billions of gal-
lons of water each year,” he said. His
plan calls for an investment of $1 bil-
lion each year for the next 10 years to
find new sources of water and to repair
leaky pipes. Abbott also wants to see

legislation that creates a stable revenue
stream for water infrastructure and con-
tinued investment in rural water supply.
For public schools, Abbott wants
legislation that pays teachers more and
a robust school choice program imple-
mented this session and named both is-
sues as emergencies.

The Senate budget
includes nearly $5 bil-
lion in funds set aside
for a $4,000 across-
the-board raise for
teachers, with teach-
ers serving rural dis-
tricts eligible for an
additional $6,000, in
addition to funds to
bolster the state’s teach-

er merit pay program.
School choice legisla-
tion is already moving in the Sen-
ate, with the Education K-16 Committee
approving a plan last week to spend $1
billion in state money to create 100,000
education savings accounts that parents
can use to pay for education-related ex-
penses. By designating the issue as an
emergency, Abbott has opened the door
for immediate action for consideration
and passage of the bill by the full Sen-

ate, as early as this week. The governor
also wants to increase workforce train-
ing for high school graduates, naming
career technology training as an emer-
gency item.

Abbott also named two public safe-
ty issues as emergencies, first calling
for legislation to reform bail practices
in Texas, including denial of bail to vio-
lent offenders. Such legislation passed
the Senate in the 2023 regular session,
but couldn’t get through the House. He
also wants to create a cyber-crime cen-
ter in San Antonio to protect against
growing on-line threats.

“San Antonio is the home to one
of the world’s largest concentrations of
cybersecurity experts. We must harness
those assets to protect against threats
from China, Iran, Russia, and other for-
eign enemies,” he said.

Designating emergency items gives
legislation a head start and the force of
the governor’s influence, but it doesn’t
guarantee that Abbott will end the ses-
sion with a bill on his desk. In 2023,
Abbott also named school choice as an
emergency item, and ended up calling
four special sessions on it, but the issue
still couldn’t find the necessary support
in the House.

Sniffin hired as elementary principal at Academy ISD

Special to the Journal

ISD. Her journey in education began as an el-
ementary teacher and assistant principal before

cation to student growth and teacher develop-
ment, makes her a great fit for our incredible

The Academy ISD Board of Trustees ap-
proved a new principal for Academy Elemen-
tary School at a recent board meeting.

Jeanna Sniffin, an educator with 19 years
of experience as a campus principal and a pas-
sion for designing effective learning systems
and implementing strong processes for improv-
ing student outcomes, will soon lead the Dis-
trict’s 1st and 2nd grade campus.

Sniffin most recently served as the princi-
pal of High Point Elementary School in Belton

district.”

Sniffin holds a Master of Education in Ad-
ministration and Supervision from the Univer-
sity of Houston-Victoria and a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Interdisciplinary Studies from Stephen
F. Austin State University. She also completed
the Rice University Education Entrepreneur-
ship Certificate Program, further enhancing her
school leadership and innovation expertise.

Jeanna Sniffin will begin leading the Acad-
emy elementary campus in late February.

she led her first campus in 2005.

Since then, she has served as principal of
two middle and four elementary school cam-
puses, demonstrating her proven ability to de-
velop efficient instructional frameworks and
foster professional learning communities.

“We are thrilled to welcome Jeanna Snif-
fin to Academy Elementary and the Bumblebee
family,” said Darla Nolen, Superintendent of
Academy ISD. “A veteran principal, her vast
experience in education, coupled with her dedi-

Jeanna Sniffin
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spinal cord injury, a dear
family friend remarked
that his gift of gab
remained intact during
his physical therapy
sessions. Skip’s love

of learning and sharing
knowledge continued
until his last day, when
he spoke about Chuck
Norris’s roundhouse kick
technique, Kilgore, the

Rangerettes, baseball, and
a dear friend.

Skip is survived by his
devoted wife of nearly

56 years, Maureen
Lorraine Swanson;
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his daughter, Shannan
Michelle Swanson-
Bryan of Belton, Texas;
his son, Samuel “Clint”
Clinton Swanson of
Chicago, Illinois; his
sister, Linda Sue Swanson
and her husband Rex
Blue of Flower Mound,
Texas; and his treasured
grandchildren, David
Granvill Bryan of College
Station, Texas, and Emily
Sue Bryan of Austin,
Texas. He is also lovingly
remembered by beautiful
nieces, a nephew,
grandnieces, and friends
far and wide.

He is preceded in death
by his parents, L.S.
Swanson Sr. and M. Sue
Swanson, and his sister,
Elizabeth Jean Swanson.
In lieu of flowers, the
family kindly requests
donations be made to
Rangerette Scholarships
at Click here to Donate,
a reflection of Skip’s
generous heart and
commitment to education
and athleticism.

May Skip’s legacy

of faith, curiosity of
learning, and service to
others continue to inspire
all who knew him and
remind us of two things:
Newton’s 1st law of
motion, “An object of rest
stays at rest” and Psalm
73:26: “My flesh and my
heart may fail, but God is
the strength of my heart
and my portion forever.”
Amen

He is preceded in death
by his parents, L.S.
Swanson Sr. and M. Sue
Swanson, and his sister,
Elizabeth Jean Swanson.
In lieu of flowers, the
family kindly requests
donations be made to
Rangerette Scholarships
at https://secure.qgiv.
com/for/generadonatifo/,
a reflection of Skip’s
generous heart and
commitment to education
and athleticism.

May Skip’s legacy

of faith, curiosity of
learning, and service to

others continue to inspire
all who knew him and
remind us of two things:
Newton’s 1st law of
motion, “An object of rest
stays at rest” and Psalm
73:26: “My flesh and my
heart may fail, but God is
the strength of my heart
and my portion forever.”
Amen

Sherman

Carolyn Ann Sherman
March 22, 1945 —
January 30, 2025

Carolyn Ann Sherman, 79,
born on March 22, 1945,
in Oakland, California,
passed away peacefully,
on Thursday, January 30,
2025 in Waco, Texas,
surrounded by her loving
family.

Carolyn lived a life
marked by devotion

and resilience. As an
honorable housewife, she
was a steadfast partner

to her husband, Eddie
Sherman Sr., with whom
she brought two cherished
children into the world.
Though their marriage
eventually dissolved,
Carolyn’s heart found

new love, leading her to

a partner Clyde Lee with
whom she experienced the
joys and tribulations of life
together. She supported
this partnership through
various entrepreneurial
endeavors centered around
the entertainment industry.
Education played a
significant role in
Carolyn’s formative years;

she graduated from B.C.
Elmore High School,
after which she dedicated
herself to her family.
Carolyn was immensely
proud of her loved ones,
and she celebrated their
successes with traditional
family photographs that
adorned her home.

With a vivacious
personality, Carolyn was
known for her love of
music, dancing, and fun.

A woman of integrity, she
balanced honesty with
compassion, always ready
to lend an ear or offer an
honest assessment when
needed. Her interests
included singing, music,
and nostalgic TV shows.
These hobbies that brought
her joy and allowed her to
express her vibrant spirit.
Family was the
cornerstone of Carolyn’s
life. She cherished the
special moments shared
with her children Vickie
and Eddie, who ensured
that she engaged regular
family BBQs, dominoes
games, and milestones
throughout the years. She
is survived by her son,
Eddie Lee Sherman Jr

and his wife Allisa; one
brother, Robert Hart; two
sisters, Deborah Hart and
Eldreda Brown, along with
her husband Wesley; and a
robust lineage that includes
six grandchildren, five
great-grandchildren, two
great-great-grandchildren,
with an additional blessing
on the way.

Carolyn is preceded in
death by her parents, L.C.
Cruse and Irene (Walker)
Cruse and stepfather
Samuel Hart; her lifelong
partner Clyde Lee, her
daughter, Vickie Sherman;
her brother, L.C. Cruse Jr.;
and her sister, Sandra Hart.
A memorial service will
be held in her honor on
Friday, February 7, 2025
at 12:00 p.m. at Bethesda
Fellowship Ministries.
Her legacy lives on
through the lives she
touched and the love

she fostered. Carolyn

Ann Sherman will be
remembered not only for
her engagement in the lives
of her family and friends
but also for the indelible
impression she left on all
who were fortunate enough
to know her.
Arrangements are under
the direction of Sabrina
Young, at Young’s
Daughters Funeral Home
and Bereavement Center.
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Morgan’s Point EDC searching for Tiny Village anchor

By David Stone
The Belton Journal

The Morgan’s Point
Resort Economic Devel-
opment Corporation is
searching for an anchor

tenant for its planned
Tiny Business Village,
EDC President Linda

Bridges said this week.

“We’ve been doing
our research and we’re
working to recruit an
anchor business for our
village,” Bridges said.
“Plus, we are waiting on
the city’s new Master
Plan. We have an idea of
residents’ wish list for
businesses that would
locate in the village, but
it will be good to see the
statistics.”

The Tiny Business
Village would consist of

six retail shops, a stage,
picnic tables and gravel
walkways.

“Our EDC has the
idea of creating a place
to gather to boost the
city’s economy,” Bridges
said. “We are thinking
of places such as Bar-
row Brewing in Salado or
Fire Street Pizza in Bel-
ton — that could be our

template.”
“Since we have no
sewer, bringing food

into the equation creates
a location problem,” she
said. “But, if the food
idea doesn’t work, we
are thinking of using a
‘maker-space’ as the an-
chor. Maybe art-themed
classes to complement
our village vendors.”

“If we can’t find a
popular business to set up

in Morgan’s Point Resort,
we could hold activities
on a regular basis.”
Bridges said the six
village chalets with retail
establishments could be
open 24/7 if they wish.
“Plus, on weekends
we would allow pop-up

tents and food trucks,”
she added. “We could al-
ways anchor the village
with art and live music.”

Bridges  explained
that the village chalets
would not serve as a per-
manent home for busi-
nesses but as a temporary

home before they opened
a brick-and-mortar lo-
cation. The businesses
likely would have a six-
month season and they
would be required to be
open at least three days a
week.

“We would love to
locate the village on ei-
ther FM 2483 or on Lake
Forest Drive,” she said.
“The structures would
have electricity and air
conditioning, but there
isn’t sewer service at
those locations so we
likely would start with
port-a-potties.”

“I"'d love to see a
great food truck commit
to Morgan’s Point Resort,
or maybe a local winery
or brewery open a satel-
lite location here,” Bridg-
es said.

EDITORIAL

“Our residents want
this — they want some
sort of activity in town.”

Bridges estimates
that the project would
cost about $100,000.

“The buildings will
cost between $8,000 and
$10,000 each, and we
hope to have six. We also
would need to bring in
electricity, build a stage
and tables, and have
some sort of parking lot.”

She said the village
could be expanded later
on.

“The village would
be owned by the city,
and most likely the EDC
would operate it,” Bridg-
es added. “We would
lease the structures out,
and start a business asso-
ciation to pay for mainte-
nance and landscaping.”

Some years ago,
cars were a lot fancier,
they had different levels
of trim with some being
adorned with chrome on
the sides where it was not
expected and even hood
ornaments. I think it was
a better time to drive,
you could feel special in
your car, and with those
hood ornaments you felt
like it was a luxury car.
Now even some luxury
cars don’t have hood or-
naments.

Do you ever wonder
what the best thing in the
world was before sliced
bread?

Have you ever pon-
dered the origins of tor-
tillas? They are bread.
What if way back some-
one made a large round
loaf of bread and cut off
small slices for the fam-

Randomness

ily, that was one way of
getting plenty for every-
one. Then somewhere
down the line someone
invented a machine that
makes tortillas out of a
round dough ball. It real-
ly doesn’t matter, tortillas
are some of the best bread
out there.

Have you ever been
working hard in the kitch-
en and not realized that
you actually cut yourself
until you mixed up some-
thing containing salt or
lemon juice?

What do I plant to
start raising seedless
grapes?

There is a veterinar-
ian clinic near me that
advertises a “drive thru
window”. OK, what do
you do, drive up, hold up
your dog and explain that
he has diarrhea and they

Pleasant Ramblings *

toss you some pills? It is
probably a good idea if
you have a pet snake, no
sense taking the whole
darn thing inside when all
the vet wants to see is the
head anyway.

What is the deal with
wedding cake? Is it some-
thing special? Why don’t
we have it for other occa-
sions? And why do Ital-
ians have a special wed-
ding cake? I have been
to a few weddings that
should have just served
fruit cake.

We hear the expres-
sion about comparisons,
apples and oranges, why
wasn’t it something dif-
ferent, say; rhinoceroses
and hippopotamuses?

Since almost every
person has a phone with
a camera and the ability
to take video, we don’t

really see the evidence of
UFOs like I thought we
might. I figured by now
there were be some lady
in east Texas dressed in
her terry cloth bathrobe,
standing on the front
porch of her double wide
trailer filming her hus-
band being sucked into a
“flyin saucer” by a tractor
beam, all the while three
“coon” dogs are bark-
ing their heads off in the
yard. Disclaimer; before
anyone thinks I am mak-
ing fun of someone living
in the woods of east Tex-
as, I would be quite con-
tent to have my own dou-
ble wide living way back
there where it gets really
dark, and the chance of
an extraterrestrial en-
counter is fairly good.
Oh and throw in marginal
cellphone reception and I

Throwing Starfish

Sometimes in the ev-
eryday sameness of life
and our routines, we can
feel a little overwhelmed
with everything we have
to do and those we need
to do things for, and oth-
ers who may need us.

We can sometimes
get discouraged, won-
dering if what we do is
making any difference.

Or, we don’t hear
a simple thank-you for
what we do.

Maybe, we start
feeling  unappreciated
and we start to wonder if
our efforts are futile.

I’m reminded of the
story of the starfish, and
it goes something like
this:

An old man had a
habit of early morn-
ing walks on the beach.
One day, after a storm,
he saw a figure in the
distance moving like
a dancer. As he came
closer he saw that it was
a young woman and she
was not dancing but was
reaching down to the
sand, picking up starfish
and very gently throw-
ing them into the ocean.

“Young lady,” he

My Front Porch e

asked, “Why are you
throwing starfish into
the ocean?”

“The sun is up, and
the tide is going out, and
if I do not throw them in
they will die.”

“But young lady,
do you not realize that
there are miles and miles
of beach and starfish
all along it? You cannot
possibly make a differ-
ence.”

The young woman
listened politely, paused
and then bent down,
picked up another star-
fish and threw it into the
sea, past the breaking
waves, saying, “It made
a difference for that
one.”

Single mother—or
single dad—no one ap-
plauds you or throws out
the red carpet for work-
ing hard, putting sup-
per on the table, toting
the kids to practice in
the rain—but it means
the world to your little
starfish, growing before
your eyes.

Tired teacher, stay-
ing late grading papers,
listening to yet another
complaint from a par-

ent, while still paying
out of your pocket for a
student’s lunch because
they’re hungry—no un-
seen good deed is in-
significant to the one it
serves.

Burger flipper, you
wonder if you’ll ever
finish college as you
serve yet another drive-
through breakfast with a
smile—your smile may
be the only one that cus-
tomer sees today. One

day, you’ll be cruising
through  drive-through
on your way to your
dream job, too. Smile,
as you remember where
you had your start.
Small, seemingly in-
visible acts of kindness,
bravery, self-sacrifice,

even love. You who
work unseen and unre-
warded —keep throwing
those starfish. It makes a

difference for each one.

am in for sure.

We see a lot of funny
and even amazing things
filmed these days. I wish
people had the ability to
concentrate on the task
of filming. At times just
when the incident takes a
turn the “camera-person”
panics and moves the
camera. I mean I really
do want to see the out-
come of those two shop-
pers fighting over that
95” TV. I want to know
who deserves it. What I
don’t want to see is the
photographer’s shoes.

Who is the culinary
genius that invented corn
dogs? Why don’t we have
a three day weekend in

the summer honoring that
amazing dish?

If you are trying to
change the channel on
the TV and the batteries
are getting weak, why do
you stretch your arm out
the extra three inches and
press harder on the but-
tons?

Have you ever seen
some property that was
so junked and cluttered
that you would normally
avoid it, yet they have a
“No Trespassing” sign? 1
have seen some of those
places and thought there
was no way I was hop-
ping the fence and going
in there, no real need for
the sign.
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Cepeda family offers mind and body wellness services to the community

By Michelle Rodriguez cause that’s where I started,

The Belton Journal

Amber Cepeda, LLC,
is a licensed professional
counselor and owner of
Mindfulness  Counseling
which provides counsel-
ing to children, adults,
couples, and families. Dr.
Clint Cepeda, specializing
in health science and exer-
cise sports medicine, owns
Cepeda Rehab and Wellness
which helps patients bridge
the gap from post-operation
and physical therapy to full
recovery.

The Cepedas’ offices
are located at 1023 Canyon
Creek Dr., Ste. 105 in Tem-
ple. Along with the Ceped-
as, therapist Josh Keller and
a psychiatrist come in once
a week to see patients.

“Our services com-
bined provide mind and
body wellness. I have been
in the fitness and wellness
field for 20 years,” said Dr.
Cepeda.

Amber, a former coun-
selor for Killeen ISD, was
also a teacher for fifteen
years and taught advanced
English at Harker Heights
High School. She received
her degrees from Texas
State and Lamar University.

“I was a counselor at
the elementary school for
five years for the kids on
post. I saw a lot of kids be-

and then I expanded to see
adults and couples,” said
Amber. “I have a Psychol-
ogy Today profile and am
listed on insurance pan-
els like Baylor, Scott and
White, Blue Cross and Blue
Shield, and United Health-
care.”

Dr. Cepeda saw there
is a gap for patients some-
times, after physical thera-
py- Most insurances allow
six visits per year and once
that’s done, many patients
are still not well. Most
people don’t do the post-op
exercises and will likely get
injured again, he said.

“There are mobility is-
sues for some patients that
have sciatica, knee, shoul-
der, lumbar spine, post-op-
eration issues such as from
a knee replacement. If they
were not fit before the op-
eration, after the operation
they try to do the physical
therapy or post-op exer-
cises, but don’t do them, or
are unable to. People are
getting knee replacements
younger and younger,” said
Dr. Cepeda.

“I am originally from
Hawaii. I moved to Texas
because my dad lived in
Texas, was in the Army,
and owned land. He sug-
gested I go to college in
Texas. I went to law school
in Michigan but didn’t like

PRAYER
LOVE

ACCEPTANCE

@Christ Episcopal Church

Downtown Temple

ChristChurchTemple.org

I christchurchx

it. It was not what I imag-
ined, and harder than what
most people think it is. I
did not like living in the
snow,” said Dr. Cepeda.

Then he returned to
Texas, where he met Am-
ber. The couple has three
children, ages 15, 11, and
nine.

“The  commonality
of the two businesses is
that we want to help the
community. We sponsor
kid’s sports teams like at
BCYC. Our oldest son
plays tennis and my hus-
band helps the team if they
experience any pain,” said
Amber.

Michelle Rodriguez/BELTON JOURNAL
Amber Cepeda, LPC and Dr. Clint Cepeda offer their patients mind and whole body wellness.

“We want a business
with a conscious and want
to invest in and support
the community. I never
want to see people as dol-
lar signs. I want them to
come to us because they
need help. It’s more per-
sonal, especially with my
wife’s mental health prac-

tice,” said Dr. Cepeda.
“We would like to impress
upon the community that
we are in the business to
service the whole body;
the heart, mind, and soul,
and everything biochemi-
cally, the muscles, skeletal
frame, and sports medi-
cine.”

Eldred’s Nursery hosts
first fundraiser of the year

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Eldred’s Nursery Foun-
dation offers job training for
individuals with disabilities
and held its first fundraiser
for the year on Jan. 31 at
Tirzah located at 115 N.
East St. in Belton.

The theme was Swed-
ish Death Cleaning Sip
and Shop. Swedish Death
Cleaning is a decluttering
method that aims to ease the
burden on families after a
loved one’s passing.

“I donated my lifetime
personal collection of purs-
es, vintage jewelry, contem-
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porary jewelry, sunglasses,
and quality pieces that you
can’t find anywhere from
my travels. I’'m a shopahol-
ic and working more on my
relationships with people
and causes and less things,”
said Berlin Rodriguez, de-
velopment coordinator for
Eldred’s Nursery.

Wine and hors
d’oeuvres were served as
people shopped from Rodri-
guez’s collection, purchased
plants from the nursery,
and took pictures at a pho-
tobooth that was provided
by Sarah Tadesse, owner of
ZSD Tiny Workshops.

“Within the nursery,
Margaret Chadwick takes
the lead since she’s the
founder. She’s going to re-
tire, but will never leave
us,” said Rodriguez.

Eldred’s Nursery Foun-
dation was established in
2017 and founded by Mar-
garet Chadwick and her

husband, Robert. They
train individuals with dis-
abilities transitioning from
high school to adulthood.
They teach job skills to
help young people enter the
community job market and
offer real-life experiences
in a workplace with trainers
who establish individual-
ized goals and objectives.

“I manage the opera-
tion by training. I'm a re-
tired director of transporta-
tion for the school district.
I came to volunteer and I
loved what they were doing.
I have a retail background.
I know how to train and
manage. I'm excited to see
it grow,” said Andrew For-
rester, general manager of
Eldred’s Nursery.

“I help Andrew For-
rester and am an assistant to
Margaret Chadwick. Three
days per week I do inven-
tory. I do the groundskeep-
ing every Sunday. I’ve been

there eight years. I love it! I
was born and raised in Bel-
ton,” said Josiah Guthrie. “I
mow, weed eat, and occa-
sionally water when we are
closed so we don’t bother
anybody with debris.”

Eldred’s Nursery Foun-
dation is dependent on sales
of their plants, shrubs, and
trees which trainees care
for, but also on donations,
grants, and gifts. Learn
more and donate at www.
enfound.org.

Keep an eye out for
future fundraisers. To help
nurture the cause, tell fam-
ily and friends about the
nursery, sponsor the green-
house or a dome, volunteer,
assist with special events,
participate in fundraisers,
buy gift certificates, and/or
make a donation.

The nursery is located
at 1220 B. N. Main St. Their
phone number is 254-831-
3006.

Death Sip and Shop.

Michelle Rodriguez BELTON JOURNAL
Picture of Andrew Forrester, general manager, and Margaret Chadwick, Owner/
Founder of Eldred’s Nursery Foundation at the first fundraiser of 2025, Swedish
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Local libraries are in-
valuable resources for resi-
dents, including students and
their families. The value of
libraries has been recognized
for far longer than many may
realize. The Franklin Public
Library, opened in 1778 in
Franklin, Massachusetts, is
considered the first lending
library in the United States.
Since then, libraries have be-
come integral components of
communities across the na-
tion and even the globe.

It’s easy to overlook a
local library, but residents
who resolve to make the most
of these venerable institu-
tions can do so in the follow-
ing ways.

* Get or renew your li-
brary card. The first step to
making the most of a lo-
cal library is to sign up for
or renew your library card.
Each member of the family,
including children, can get
their own card, which affords
access to books on site and
often additional texts and of-
ferings the library can request
from other branches.

* Acquaint yourself with
all the offerings at your lo-
cal library. Books may be
the first thing people think of
when pondering local librar-
ies, and modern branches still
maintain extensive catalogs
of books spanning the genres.
But libraries also offer more
than books. Film fans may
be surprised to learn librar-
ies typically have extensive
catalogs of films that can
be borrowed on DVD, and
some even allow movies to
be streamed through library-
affiliated streaming services.

Libraries also offer services
to adults, including seniors,
and children that can range
from tax preparation tips
to passport application as-
sistance to craft projects for
youngsters.

e Utilize the research
capabilities of local librar-
ies. Card members have ac-
cess to a wealth of resources
at their local libraries, and
that includes research data-
bases like JSTOR that might
require paid subscriptions if
users try to access them on
their own. These databases
can help individuals grow
their knowledge about the
world they live in and prove
invaluable to students young
and old who are conducting
research for school projects.

e Open doors to new
career opportunities. Many
libraries offer career counsel-
ing services free of charge.
These can be particularly
useful to prospective small
business owners, recent grad-
uates looking to get a foot in
the door in their chosen field,
and even mid- and late-career
professionals who want a
change but aren’t sure where
to begin.

* Grow your social net-
work. Not all social networks
are grown online. Communi-
ty-based events and programs
sponsored by and hosted at
local libraries can be great
places to meet neighbors with
similar interests.

Local libraries are more
than just places to borrow a
book. Residents can utilize
an array of services to make
the most of their local librar-
ies.

Construction, Ine
ROOFING

Iy camlessfEutters
o Cugtiomn Calbinels

o Windiow |Rep aeemmemt
o Coumar 1lops
AWindopASCHEENS

(254) 939-1934

doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

All Work Warrantied and Insured

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com 50 Years Local Experience

AR
Hauling,

[(254) 674-1594 Avaliable 24/7

Vehicle Hauling, Material Deliveries,
Equipment Transportation, Property Clean Up

We design & fabricate in our own workroom:

Custom Draperics
by Lydia

Custom Draperies * Fabrics « Blinds « Shutters « In Home Service

1305 N. Main ¢ Belton  Est. 1972

939-1070

Ve - i GET PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
800am - 500pm 254.770.0932

Feel free to write us, info@bestwaycarpets.net
3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

‘Good Neighbors
Fencing «< Construction
| A GDOD FENCE KEEPS A GOOD NEIGHBOR

LOCALLY;OWNED)

LOOKING FOR A LOCAL FENCING
CONTRACTOR IN TEMPLE, TX?

(254) 346-1405
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Our Hospice House invites the community to an open house event

Special to the Journal

Our Hospice House, a nonprofit dedicated to provid-
ing around-the-clock, family-like care for terminally ill
guests at no cost, is excited to welcome the community to
a special Open House event.

The open house is set for Friday, Feb. 7, from 3-7 p.m.
Our Hospice House is located at 5235 Tollbridge Rd. in
Belton.

This gathering offers a rare opportunity for local resi-
dents, healthcare professionals, and community supporters
to tour the facility, meet the team, and gain an inside look
at the compassionate care provided to those at the end of
life.

Since opening its doors, ‘Our Hospice House’ has
served 99 guests and welcomed over 3,500 people, in-
cluding families, friends, hospice providers, volunteers,
and more. The home operates entirely through community
support, volunteer efforts, and partnerships with 15 local

Oy Hospice House

hospice providers to ensure every guest receives compas-
sionate, dignified care in their final days.

“At Our Hospice House, we believe no one should
face the end of life alone,” said Jennifer Bates, Co-Found-
er and Board Member. “This Open House is a rare op-
portunity for the community to witness firsthand the love
and care that make this home so special. Whether you are
a supporter, a potential volunteer, or simply curious, we
invite you to step inside and experience the heart of our
mission.”

Attendees will have the chance to tour the home, hear
personal stories from families impacted by Our Hospice
House, and learn about ways to get involved—whether
through volunteering, donations, or advocacy. Light re-
freshments will be provided.

This event is free and open to the public. Join us as we
open our doors and share the heart of ‘Our Hospice House’
with the community!

Feed your game day crowd
with smoked chicken wings

Sports fans across the globe tune in when the Nation-
al Football League hosts its annual championship game
each winter. And that already robust viewership is grow-
ing, as figures from Nielsen Fast National and Adobe
Analytics indicated Super Bowl LVIII between the Kan-
sas City Chiefs and San Francisco 49ers garnered 123.4
million viewers who tuned in to watch Patrick Mahomes
orchestrate a 25-22 overtime victory over Kyle Shanahan
and the Niners.

Super Bowl Sunday has become an unofficial holiday
in the United States, where fans ranging from the diehard
to the casual to those simply tuning in for the commer-
cials and halftime show gather to enjoy a few fun-filled
hours. Seasoned party hosts know that food features as
prominently as football and fun come Super Bowl Sun-
day. Guests may expect a few staples, including chicken

wings. With that in mind, hosts can impress their guests
by serving up this recipe for “Virgil’s Smoked Chicken
Wings With Blue Cheese Dip” from Neal Corman’s “Vir-
gil’s Barbecue Road Trip Cookbook” (St. Martin’s Press).

Virgil’s Smoked Chicken Wings
With Blue Cheese Dip

Serves 4

Blue Cheese Dip

cups blue cheese crumbles, divided

cup mayonnaise

cup buttermilk

teaspoons hot sauce

teaspoon Worcestershire sauce

teaspoon kosher salt

cup finely chopped scallions

cup finely chopped celery

NN

Marinade
cup vegetable oil
cup hot sauce
tablespoons Virgil’s Dry Rub (see below)
tablespoons granulated garlic
tablespoons granulated onion
Juice of 12 lemon

LLLSS

Wings
8 large chicken wings
172 cup Virgil’s Dry Rub (see below)

Sauce
10 tablespoons unsalted butter
teaspoon cornstarch
tablespoons white vinegar
34 cup hot sauce
14 teaspoon cayenne pepper

1. To make the dip, combine 1 cup of the blue cheese,
mayonnaise, buttermilk, hot sauce, Worcestershire sauce,
and salt in the bowl of a food processor and blend on low

Solve the code to discover words related to heart health.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: M =R)

Clue: Vein or artery

A. 15 6 5 11 10
Clue: Pumps in chest

B. 13 5 11 14 3 4 23 5 12 13 20 1 5 11
Clue: Having to do with the heart

C. 2 1 6 12 12 20 11 6
Clue: Force of blood moving through body

D. 23 6 12 12 6 1
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Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to heart health.

AQPEUL

anbp|d emsuy

GUESS WHO »

I am a singer born in Canada on February
16, 1990. | began to gain a following after
anonymously uploading my songs to
YouTube. | went on to release a mixtape,
which was met with acclaim. | have since
won multiple Grammy awards.
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
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WORDS

AORTIC
BLOOD PRESSURE
CARDIAC
CARDIOLOGIST
CHOLESTEROL
CORONARY
FAILURE
HEART
MITRAL
PACEMAKER
PRESSURE
PULMONIC
PULSE
STRESS
STROKE
SYSTOLIC
TACHYCARDIA
THROMBOSIS
TRIGLYCERIDES
VALVES
VENTRICLE

ZTmMUuXXVNZ2mMmo-H=2crPcom<n-m
MICUCHI>IIHZZONWW==Z2rHrr
mIXI<XOX>X- " NZ2<IT—-2H=EODT
MEmMIXI—AI>»>XTU>A<mMr2cor x
XTMAIXNORWOUUHNIHA<OD>» X
MUOIMXP>PEMO>TEOMNMOI>>=2WX

THE Bj

GaeZ)

2. Remove to a medium mixing bowl and fold in the

N
4

rest of the blue cheese, scallions and celery, being sure
to break up the larger blue cheese crumbles. Place in a
covered container and refrigerate overnight.

3. Mix all the marinade ingredients in a large mixing
bowl. Place the wings in a large container with a lid and
pour the mixture over the wings. Toss until the wings are
thoroughly coated. Cover and refrigerate for 2 days.

4. Preheat the grill or smoker to 245 F.

5. Spread out the wings on a sheet pan and wipe away
any excess marinade. Sprinkle liberally with the dry rub,
coating the wings all over.

6. Position the wings on the grill away from the di-
rect heat of the coals or burners, and add hickory to the
smoker or hickory chips on the coals or gas burners.

7. Cook the wings for about 3 hours, flipping every
30 minutes (their internal temperature should be about
165 F when cooked).

8. While the wings are cooking, cut the butter for the
sauce into 1-inch cubes and refrigerate. Whisk the corn-
starch into the white vinegar in a small bowl.

9. In a medium sauté pan over medium heat, bring
the hot sauce to a simmer and whisk in the thickened vin-
egar. Return to a simmer, cook for 1 minute, and remove
from the heat.

10. Add the cayenne and slowly whisk in the cold
butter. Keep warm until serving.

11. Remove the wings from the smoker or grill and
put half of them into a bowl, cover with the sauce, and
toss. Repeat with the remaining wings and serve on a
platter, with the blue cheese dip on the side.

Virgil’s Dry Rub
Makes 5 to 5172 cups

2172 cups sweet paprika

1 cup granulated sugar

cup Texas-style chili powder
cup minced onion

cup granulated garlic

cup dried parsley flakes

6 tablespoons kosher salt

Combine all of the ingredients in a medium bow] and
whisk together until completely incorporated. Transfer to
a covered bowl with a tight-fitting lid. Store in a cool, dry
place.

Touchdown!

Guess Whe?

I am a retired athlete born in Pennsylvania
on June 11, 1956. | was a quarterback
for the Ringgold High School Rams, and
invited to Parade magazine’s All-American
team. | won a national championship
for Notre Dame, and later led the

49ers to four Super Bowl victories.
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FOR LEASE EMPLOYMENT LEGALS

Enjoy Exemplary Senior Living in a
2BR/2Bath, 1,728 sq.ft. Villa, 2 car Garage. Close
to BSW & VA Hospital. Great neighbors, Free
yard maintenance, and access to Complex Senior
activities. Lease $2,100 mo./$500 deposit. Located
at 1217 River Hills Court, Temple. Call 254-803-
0930 for an appointment or Application.

02.06,02.16 PD

EMPLOYMENT

MCGUIRE TIRE
is looking to hire automotive tire/lube tech.
Apply in person 103 Lake Road in Belton, or 603
South First in Temple. Pay based on experience
TFN

MAMA BEAR PET CARE
Hilda, Excellent References All Pets, (254)
721-2266, We specialize in pet sit, pet board, pet
walk & pet walking exercises. Call or text for a
meet and greet
11.28-02.05pd

MANAGER, SUPPLY CHAIN
APPLICATIONS
positions offered by Wilsonart LLC (Temple,

TX). Responsible for overseeing development,
implementation, & maint. of supply chain apps.
Position reports to Temple, TX office. Telecom-
muting permitted in accordance w/ company policy
but must live w/in commuting distance of stated
office. Apply online: www.wilsonartcareers.com

DIRECTOR, CONSULTING SERVICES

CGI Technologies & Solutions Inc. seeks Di-
rector, Consulting Services in Belton, TX

(Full-time telework permitted) to own the cli-
ent relationship and lead a team of IT professionals

PAULA GOLDEN
REALTOR®
254-541-1100
LAURA GOLDEN-LUEDEKE
REALTOR’
254-760-8447

GIVE US A CALL!

SALADO - Discover elegance and comfort in this meticulously craft-
ed 3389 sqft custom-built home. With 4 bedrooms and 3 baths, the spa-
cious interior offers a seamless flow between its open-concept living
spaces. Modern amenities and luxurious finishes grace every corner,
while the serene backyard oasis provides a perfect retreat. This res-
idence harmoniously combines architectural sophistication with con-
temporary living, promising a lifestyle of refined beauty.
ACREAGE From the Starry Nights to the City Lights this one-of-
a-kind Texas Ranch is under 30 minutes to Waco & 1.5 hrs to Aus-
tin! Approx 29 acres with views over Leon River/Lake Belton! 3,000+
square ft custom home you must see to appreciate. Enjoy the fabulous
chef’s kitchen and large family room both with panoramic views. Take
family game night to a whole new level with wet bar and full bath with
separate entrance for possible future pool. Huge covered back porch to
see the magnificent Texas night sky and enjoy cool nights by the custom
fireplace. Everything is bigger and better in Texas and it is clear to see
why when you see this amazing ranch!

NEW CONSTRUCTION! Beautiful rock and brick home situated
on 1/2 acre in the newly developed Deer Grove subdivision in Belton
ISD. The open floor plan features 3 bedrooms and 2 bath, a pop-up
ceiling in the family room as well as a corner fireplace as a focal point.
Large open kitchen with beautiful cabinets and granite! A formal din-
ing and breakfast area plus office. A generous master suite with large
walk in closet as well as nice sized secondary bedrooms. Large covered
porch, perfect for relaxing or entertaining with your friends and fam-
ily. As if that is not enough - the home has been pre-wired for a home
generator.

SALADO -- **Sellers are offering a 2-year home warranty to include
pool and septic coverage!** Beautiful custom home with pool to cool
off in the Texas summer heat and an oversized backyard to enjoy! This
home is located in Salado ISD - features a split floorplan with 4 bed-
rooms (2 secondary are oversized), 3 bath, formal dining and eat-in
breakfast area with luxury vinyl flooring throughout. The kitchen is
open to the breakfast and living areas making it great for entertain-
ing. Oversized, insulated garage. All interior walls insulated for sound
and exterior walls are fully insulated making this very energy efficient!
Great location with easy access to I-35, Belton, Temple, and Austin.
BELTON ISD - Charming home with a nice front porch, 2 bedrooms,
one bath and lots of storage. Living area could be used as a meeting
room. Lot features a beautiful mature tree in the front yard, fully fenced
yard, and several out buildings. Excellent location with many possibil-
ities! Adjacent properties are also listed for sale and could make this an
amazing commercial property

THE ESCARPMENT is a legendary neighborhood, and the per-
fect setting for this gorgeous residence. Just minutes from Stillhouse
Hollow Lake, this gated home sits on over an acre and includes a spar-
kling pool, garden area and a 30x40 building that is insulated. Enjoy
the abundance of windows throughout the home and especially in the
breakfast area while watching nature. A gourmet island kitchen is a
chef’s dream with an loads of countertop space with attached breakfast
area. The master suite is an exceptional space with room to make a sit-
ting area and you can enjoy the sunroom just off the suite. The property
has beautiful shaded areas, native Texas plants and fruit trees to enjoy
throughout the year. As a bonus enjoy the wildlife that passes by in the
extended yard outside the fence.

Exceptional property featuring a 3800+ sqft home sitting on 84 fully
fenced AG exempt acres with stock tank and views for miles!

Texas law requires all real estate licensees to give the following information about
brokerage services to prospective buyers, tenants, sellers and landlords.
http:/fiabs.gocov.com/Laura.pdf

Top Producing Agent

for over 20 years

focused on databases and data warehouses. Job req
Bach deg in Comp Sci, Engg, Info Systems, IT,

or a rel field & 3 yrs in any job title involving exp
with data structures, software architecture, system
design, & system analysis. Full-time telework
permitted. All offers of emp are contingent upon
successful comp of a background check, which
may incl drug screen depending on work assign-
ment. Email resume to recruiting@cgifederal.com
& ref job code 1451.02.06 pd

LEGALS

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 24CPB00815

To: UNKNOWN HEIRS

ZELDON HUCKABY, Applicant, on December
20,2024, filed an Application for Independent Ad-
ministration and Letters of Administration Pursuant
to the Texas Estates Code and Application to Deter-
mine Heirship within Administration in a proceeding
styled: COLTON BLAKE MAYNARD, Deceased,
and bearing the number 24CPB00815 in the County
Court of Bell County, Texas.

The court will hear the aforesaid Application
after the expiration of ten days, exclusive of the day
of publication, from the date this citation is published
which will be January 09, 2025, in the County Court
at Law #1 Courtroom, at the Bell County Justice
Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in Belton, Texas.

All persons interested in the aforesaid estate are
commanded to appear at or before the time set for
said hearing by filing a written contest or answer
to said application should they desire to oppose or
contest it.

Said written contest or answer shall be filed in the
office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, Bell County,
Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, Texas 76513.

The name and address of the attorney for ap-
plicant is: STEVE BLYTHE, 319 N THIRD ST, PO
BOX 2088, TEMPLE TX 76503

The officer serving this Citation shall, in compli-
ance with the Law, serve it by publication once in
a newspaper of the general circulation in this, the
County in which the decedent last resided as required
by Section 202.052 of the Texas Estate Code, for
not less than ten days before the return day hereof,
exclusive of the day of publication, and the date of
publication said newspaper bears shall be the day of
publication.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of said
Court at office on January 06, 2025.

Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County,
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road, Belton, TX
76513

By: Lillian Phillips , Deputy

02.06

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that original Letters Testamentary
for the Estate of Eldon Edmund Lange were issued
on January 31, 2025, in Cause No. 24CPB00772,
pending in the County Court at Law Number 1 of
Bell County, Texas, to Glen Janke.

All persons having claims against the estate,
which is presently being administered, are required to
submit them, within the time and manner prescribed

by law, and before the estate is closed, addressed
as follows: c¢/o Glen Janke, 10841 Burgess Road
,Temple, Texas 76501

Dated Feb. 1st, 2025

/s/ Buck Major, Buck Major Attorney for Execu-
tor of the Estate of Eldon Edmund Lange

02.06

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING
CLAIMS AGAINST
THE ESTATE OF WILLIAM RONALD
RUSSELL, DECEASED

NOTICE is hereby given that original Letters of
Testamentary were issued on January 29, 2025 in a
proceeding styled Estate of William Ronald Russell,
Deceased, in Cause Number 24CPB00781, pending
in the County Court At Law #1 of Bell County, Texas.

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney
for the Independent Co-Executors, addressed as fol-
lows:

David John Russell and Rose Mary Gershel
Independent Co-Executors of the Estate of William
Ronald Russell, Deceased. c/o Burk Roberts, Rob-
erts & Roberts, L.L.P.,2501 East Elms Rd., Ste. A,
Killeen, Texas 76542-3023

All persons having claims against this estate,
which is currently being administered, are required
to present them within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

Signed on January 31, 2025.

Roberts & Roberts, L.L.P., Attorneys for David
John Russell and Rose Mary Gershel

By: Burk Roberts

02.06

APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE WITH
THE
TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
COMMISSION

for an original Package Store Permit (P) for
BEST LIKE GROUP, LLC. dba KC LIQUOR SHOP
2 at 3002A LAKE ROAD, KILLEEN, BELL COUN-
TY, TEXAS, 76543.

DATTA BAHADUR KC (Manager)

02.06,06.13 pd

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION

CASE NUMBER 30565

To: OTHER LIVING RELATIVES

Samantha Davis, Applicant, on January 27, 2025,
filed an Application for Appointment of Successor
Guardian of Person in a proceeding styled:, Incapaci-
tated, and bearing the number 30565 in the County
Court of Bell County, Texas.

The court will hear the aforesaid Application
after the expiration of ten days, exclusive of the day
of publication, from the date this citation is published
which will be February 06, 2025 in the County Court
at Law #1 Courtroom, at the Bell County Justice
Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in Belton, Texas.

All persons interested in the aforesaid estate are
commanded to appear at or before the time set for
said hearing by filing a written contest or answer
to said application should they desire to oppose or
contest it.

Said written contest or answer shall be filed in the
office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, Bell County,
Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, Texas 76513.

The name and address of the attorney for appli-
cant is: Mary Wiley, 100 W. Central Texas Express-
way, Suite 306, Harker Heights, Texas 76548

The officer serving this Citation shall, in compli-
ance with the Law, serve it by publication once in
a newspaper of the general circulation in this, the

Your home or land could be one
of your largest investments.

We would be honored to
represent you in this important
transaction.

We KNOW Belton!
GoCov.com

(254) 939-3800
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County in which the decedent last resided as required
by Section 202.052 of the Texas Estate Code, for
not less than ten days before the return day hereof,
exclusive of the day of publication, and the date of
publication said newspaper bears shall be the day of
publication.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of said
Court at office on January 30, 2025.

Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County,
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road Belton, TX
76513

By : Delainy Treadway Deputy

02.06

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 29975

To: OTHER LIVING RELATIVES

SAMANTHA DAVIS, Applicant, on January
27,2025, filed an Application for Appointment of
Successor Guardian of the Person in a proceeding
styled:, Incapacitated, and bearing the number 29975
in the County Court of Bell County, Texas.

The court will hear the aforesaid Application
after the expiration of ten days, exclusive of the day
of publication, from the date this citation is published
which will be February 06, 2025 in the County Court
at Law #1 Courtroom, at the Bell County Justice
Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in Belton, Texas.

All persons interested in the aforesaid estate are
commanded to appear at or before the time set for
said hearing by filing a written contest or answer
to said application should they desire to oppose or
contest it.

Said written contest or answer shall be filed in
the office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, Bell
County, Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, Texas 76513.

The name and address of the attorney for appli-
cant is: Mary Wiley, 100 W. Central Texas Express-
way, Suite 306, Harker Heights, Texas 76548

The officer serving this Citation shall, in compli-
ance with the Law, serve it by publication once in
a newspaper of the general circulation in this, the
County in which the decedent last resided as required
by Section 202.052 of the Texas Estate Code, for
not less than ten days before the return day hereof,
exclusive of the day of publication, and the date of
publication said newspaper bears shall be the day of
publication.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of said
Court at office on January 30, 2025.

Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County,
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road ,Belton, TX
76513

By : Delainy Treadway Deputy

06.06

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 25CPB00033

To: UNKNOWN HEIRS

PING HSIU CHEN, Applicant, on January 21,
2025, filed an application for independent admin-
istration and letters of administration, and determi-
nation of heirship in a proceeding styled: PETER
HSUEH- LI CHEN, Deceased, and bearing the
number 25CPB00033 in the County Court of Bell
County, Texas.

The court will hear the aforesaid Application
after the expiration of ten days, exclusive of the day
of publication, from the date this citation is published
which will be February 06, 2025, in the County
Court at Law #1 Courtroom, at the Bell County Jus-
tice Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in Belton, Texas.

All persons interested in the aforesaid estate
are commanded to appear at or before the time set
for said hearing by filing a written contest or answer
to said application should they desire to oppose or
contest it.

Said written contest or answer shall be filed in
the office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, Bell
County, Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, Texas 76513.

The name and address of the attorney for appli-
cant is:

JAY R. BEATTY ,3106 SOUTH WS YOUNG
DR BLDG D #401, KILLEEN TX 76542

The officer serving this Citation shall, in compli-
ance with the Law, serve it by publication once in
a newspaper of the general circulation in this, the
County in which the decedent last resided as required
by Section 202.052 of the Texas Estate Code, for
not less than ten days before the return day hereof,
exclusive of the day of publication, and the date of
publication said newspaper bears shall be the day of
publication.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of said
Court at office on January 28, 2025.

Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County,
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road, Belton, TX
76513

By: Sophia Nieto Deputy
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EDITORIAL

Peanuts to Diamonds

Did you know that peanuts can be turned into di-
amonds? It’s true! Scientists have now discovered a
technique that harnesses pressures that are even high-
er than those found at the earth’s core. They are using
this technique to turn unlikely substances, including
peanut butter, into diamonds.

Professor Malcom McMahon, of the Center for
Science and Extreme Conditions at Edinburgh Univer-
sity, is one of the scientists involved in this ground-
breaking discovery. He said, “Pressure can cause ex-
traordinary changes in all kinds of materials and can
create completely novel materials.”

Of course that kind of pressure would cause ex-
treme changes. But peanuts to diamonds? That’s nuts.
I would have guessed it would make some kind of
runny, smelly peanut juice, or even a useless, evapo-
rated peanut gas. Never in a million rhinestones would

Coffee Talk *

I have thought that pressure would turn a peanut into
a diamond.

It makes sense, though. And it gives me hope,
because I’'m kind of peanutty. As much as I long to
be sleek, smooth, and sparkly, most days I feel sor-
ta crunchy. My attempts at presenting myself as the
Duchess of Cambridge usually end up looking more
like the Planter’s Peanut guy.

Although I want to be a person of great value
and substance, I don’t always handle pressure well.
I cry. I melt. I get all sticky and smudgy. I’d much
prefer to live a life with no stress, no difficulties, no
hardships. But the honest truth is, if we don’t endure
some pressure, we will remain peanut-like. Crunchy
snack foods. At times, it may seem that the pressures
of this life are too great. We feel they’ll will overtake
us, even destroy us. But if we let it, the pressure will

actually turn us into something beautiful and valuable.

I can look back at the hardest times of my life so
far and see that I’m a better person because of those
struggles. They have taught me to persevere. They’ve
given me compassion. They have led me to become a
wiser, more loving, more caring individual. The dif-
ficulties have made me smoother, less brittle. Perhaps,
if I continue to let the pressures of my life to change
me in a positive way . . . maybe someday I’ll be a
diamond.

In the meantime, I think I’ll invest in a peanut
farm.

James 1:2 — 4 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers,
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you
know that the testing of your faith develops persever-
ance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”

Entertainment 101: Alternate History

Shop the Insanity ¢

Fans of rock music likely know the
story of how the band Van Halen was dis-
covered by KISS co-founder Gene Sim-
mons. Van Halen was still playing the club

scene and competing against rival groups
like Quiet Riot when Gene saw them per-
form and liked what he saw. In time, he
would not only produce a demo album but

also give them some advice to help them
get going... including an infamous piece
of advice where he suggested that they
change their name to “Daddy Long-Legs”
(or some variation thereof; the accounts
I’ve seen differ slightly). While Van Halen
passed on the name change, they did in-
deed accept the jumpstart Gene’s attention
gave their career.

Now, imagine for a second that Gene
saw Quiet Riot perform and chose to be
their patron instead. Or that something
about Van Halen didn’t impress him. Or
that Van Halen agreed to change their
name as he suggested. One might wonder
how it is that music history would have
been altered.

Well, there’s an entire genre of fiction
premised around asking such questions,
the genre known as “Alternate History”.
You might also hear the terms “Counter-
Factual” and “Speculative History”, but
basically it all comes down to one single
premise: look at an event in history and ask
what would have happened had something
gone differently than how we have it. Now,
this might sound about as easy as replacing
a blown head gasket, but with this you’re
a bit less likely to spend the afternoon lob-
bing angry words at inanimate objects.

History is replete with instances
where things could have easily gone one
way over another. We have, as an example,
the above bit with the band Van Halen. A
writer could easily pick one of these in-
stances and pull at whatever threads they
envision appearing before them. Perhaps,
in this instance, they chose to change their
name, only to discover that it drew the
wrong audiences (such as glam rock fans

over fans of more traditional rock) or made
it harder for them to get taken seriously by
record labels, costing them time before
they changed their name back and kicking
things down the road.

Alternatively, a writer could pick a
critical point in history that didn’t have an
“it could go either way” moment and they
establish one as happening, something that
could be plausible under the circumstanc-
es. Perhaps, in keeping with the above
example, we have the band deciding to
record a random show tune on their demo
album. After all, Van Halen’s first paying
gig was doing cover songs (that is, playing
songs first done by other groups) and they
would do covers on their first several al-
bums, so that wouldn’t have been entirely
out of the question for them.

Then of course a writer could always
throw a massive and astounding curve of
some sort, often of a fantasy or science fic-
tion nature. Imagine, perhaps, that at some
critical point Van Halen decided to re-
cruit a fifth member and scouted Xortblat
from the planet Gaminus 27 as their new
splieegalblas player. Yes, for those of you
too young to have been around during the
1980s, you kinda had to be there...

So why might a writer go this route?
It could be that they legitimately want an
answer to that question. It could be that
they’re trying to make some point or argue
some case. [t might even be that they think
people would find it as entertaining as they
did to write it.

Either way, be careful which section
you’re pulling your next book from.

Do you have imPRESSive reporting skills
COME WRITE FOR US @ The Belton Journal
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o Activities ¥ Events

Newcomers Club Activities

January 2/14: TGIF
1/20 Snack Time Mahjong 2/15: Exploring Wines
1/21 Bunco 2/17: Snack Time MahJongg

2/18: Bunco

2/19: Popcorn Bridge

2/20: Nonfiction Book Club; Meet &
Greet Coffee

2/21: Trail Blazers Walking Group
2/22: Jimmy’s Egg

2/24: Well -Read Women; Monday
Canasta

2/25: Singing Bluebonnets

2/26: Fun Lunch

1/22 Fun Lunch

1/25 Jimmy’s Egg

1/27 Well Read Women; Crochet
and Knit; Monday Canasta

1/28 Singing Bluebonnets

February
2/03: Chat ‘n Canasta
2/04: Footloose Singles; Singing

Blucbonnets To join or for more information
ggz;gi\donthly Luncheon; Popcorn please call: Mary Pringle (760)265-

5035 or email at: pringlem@msn.
com. Visit the website: www.bell-
countynewcomers.com.

2/08: Couples Night Out
2/09: Bookworms
2/10: Singing Bluebonnets

CAC announces 2025 concert lineups
Here's a look at the 2025 Texas Music Series:

MARCIA BALL PIANORAMA — Feb. 8

Grammy nominated keyboardist Marcia Ball assembles some of her favorite fellow piano
players for a one-of-a-kind show she calls Pianorama.

LITTLE JOE HERNANDEZ Y LA FAMILIA — Feb. 22

Temple legend and five-time Grammy winner Little Joe Hernandez y La Familia is one of
the most popular Tex-Mex bands in the industry.

Described as the King of Brown Sound, Little Joe helped pioneer Tejano music, a mix of
traditional norteno music and country, blues and rock styles.

THE TEXAS TENORS — March 30

Emmy award-winning classical crossover, the trio was formed in 2009 by country singer
JC Fisher, pop singer Marcus Collins and opera singer John Hagen.

They were a top four finalist in the fourth season of America’s Got Talent, making them
the highest-ranking vocal group in the show’s history.

SHAWN COLVIN — May 16

In the 30 years since the release of her debut album, Colvin has won three Grammy
Awards, released 13 albums, written a critically-acclaimed memoir, maintained a non-stop
national and international touring schedule, appeared on countless TV and radio shows,
had her songs featured in major movies, and created a remarkable canon of work.
RUTHIE FOSTER JAZZ BAND — July 12

With five Grammy nominations to her name, Ruthie Foster stands as a testament to the
power of authenticity and resilience in music. Her soulful melodies, heartfelt lyrics and an
unwavering commitment to her art inspire audiences and fellow musicians as she contin-
ues to carve a path uniquely her own.

AN CLIBURN FINALIST CLAYTON STEPHENSON — Oct. 18

American pianist Clayton Stephenson’s love for music is immediately apparent in his
joyous charisma onstage, expressive power and natural ease at the instrument.

ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL — Nov. 8

Founded in 1970, Asleep at the Wheel has been part of the American roots music land-
scape for more than 50 years.

SHINYRIBS — Dec. 6

Shinyribs, a regular visitor to the CAC, defies genres as a melting pot of Texas blues, New
Orleans funk, horn-driven Mempbhis soul, country twang, border music, big band swing
and roots-rock. The 2025 CTOS Classic Music Series includes four big shows.

The Bell County Museum will have The Vietnam Experience on display through Jan-
uary 2025. The exhibit of artworks from Naval History and Heritage Command will be
accompanied by artifacts and archival documents related to the Vietnam War. Leave a
remembrance for a lost loved one or share your own experience in the war through our
interactive memorial.

The Cultural Activities Center in Temple has announced lineups for its two premier
music series, and visiting bands will include Los Lonely Boys, Asleep at the Wheel
and the wildly popular Shinyribs. 2025 will usher in new music in both the Texas
Music Series and the Central Texas Orchestral Society’s Classical Music Series. Some
old friends will be making return engagements in Temple, and many new performers
also will be playing the CAC stage. For more information, please visit https://www.
cacarts.org/events. Be on the lookout for the full 2025 Texas Music Series lineup in
next weeks edition of the newspaper.

On Friday, January 24, the Bell County Area Parkinson’s Support Group
(BAPS) North/East group will meet at 2:30. Members and others interested in under-
standing more about Parkinson’s Disease are welcome to attend at no cost. Aaron Clark
with Abbvie will provide information on the newly approved Vyalev medication that is
delivered subcutaneously. The meeting location is the Sammons Community Center,
2220 West Avenue D in Temple. Contact Gayle for more information at 254.718.4197
or gayleinbelton@gmail.com.

The Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a hands-on workshop “Seed
Starting” on Saturday, January 25 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m at the Texas Agrilife Extension
Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Garden-
er Wayne Schirner will discuss the requirements for seed germination and how to grow
seedlings. You will receive information on when to start seeds to have transplants at
the proper time. Wayne will discuss dense seed planting as well as optional things that
can assist in seed starting. You will plant seeds that you’ll be able to take home to ger-
minate and plant in your spring vegetable garden. The class limit is 20 and the class fee
is $25. Register at bemgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes on Wednesday, Jan
15 or when the class is full.

The Bell County Historical Commission will meet on Monday January 27, 2025.
Meetings start at 6:00 pm in room 117 of the old courthouse at 101 East Central Ave,
Belton, Texas. This will be a business meeting, and various committees and chairs will
be introduced. The meeting is open to the public and all who are interested in history
are encouraged to attend.

On Friday, February 7, the Bell County Area Parkinson’s Support Group
(BAPS) West group will meet at 2:30. Members and others interested in understanding
more about Parkinson’s Disease are welcome to attend at no cost. The meeting location
is the Killeen Senior Center in Lions Club Park, 1700 E. Stan Schlueter Loop. Contact
Gayle for more information at 254.718.4197 or gayleinbelton@gmail.com.

The Bell County Master Gardeners and the Temple Public Library Garden Club
presents “Herbs 101" on Saturday, February 8 at 2 p.m. at the Temple Public Library,
100 W. Adams, Temple. Certified Master Gardener, Tracy Brown will discuss how
Central Texas has a unique climate that allows for a diverse range of herbs that have
culinary and aromatic uses. She will provide a brief overview of some popular herbs
you can grow in Central Texas. We would like to invite you to attend the “Herbal Bath
Blends” demonstration immediately following the seminar. Must be registered to
attend the demonstration. The class limit is 15. Please register for demonstration at bit.
ly/TPLAdultRegistration. For any questions, please contact Norma Kramer, Temple
Public Library, 254-298-5555

The Bell County Master Gardeners and Troy Chamber of Commerce Lunch and
Learn presents “Roses in the Landscape”, Friday, February 14 from 12 to 1 P.M. at
the Troy Community Center, 201 E. Main St., Troy. Certified Master Gardener’s Car-
ol Morisette and Jan Upchurch will discuss types of roses, when to plant, prune, how to
propagate and perform maintenance. They will also discuss Rosette disease. the class
limit is 50. Register at KTBTroy(@gmail.com or contact Gaby Warlick at 254-400-
7345. Please bring your own lunch and drink of your choice.

Aspen Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteers Needed Listed here are many ways
you can help make a difference for our hospice patients. You can provide companion-
ship, listen to music, read, reminisce, play games, cards, checkers, paint nails, apply
makeup, curl hair or take them on walks. Please visit aspenhealthcare.net or call 512-
856-5668 for more information.

Bell County Historical Commission holds their meetings on the fourth Monday of
every month at 6 p.m. in the historical Bell County Court House, 101 E. Central Ave in
Belton. Join us in our vision of preserving and promoting Bell County’s rich historical
heritage for current and future generations. We are dedicated to initiating and conduct-
ing programs that preserve and celebrate the county’s historic cultural resources in
alignment with state laws governing historical preservation in Texas. Our community
resources consist of a research room, book repository, cemetery information, historical
markers and monument records. Our services include information on historic preser-
vation, educational programming, history community outreach and partnerships. We

welcome you to come join other history minded folks and get involved by serving on one of our commit-
tees that consist of preservation, cemetery, markers and education. To volunteer or for more information
please visit historicalcommission@bellcounty.texas.gov, call 254-933-5917 or go by their office located in
the historic Bell County Courthouse, 101 E. Central Ave., RM 117.

Pistons on the Creek will meet every third Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Come down to Nolan Creek
and show off your rides. From classic to modern, muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automotive enthusiasts are
welcome. Support our awesome downtown businesses and restaurants surrounded by live music, food,
drinks and a great atmosphere.

Bell Fine Arts Visitors welcome Wednesday’s from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 306 E th Ave in Belton. Majong
games are available every Monday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. For more
information text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Wednesdays at the
Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in
crochet. All skill levels are welcome. For information email Betty Reichert at bettyreichert@yahoo.com
or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of
the Crochet Guild of America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America. Visit www.
crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the third Saturday of each
month at 10 a.m. in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main in Belton. Join us to hear from local and
state candidates and about important issues and events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 10-month program focuses
on three key elements: community awareness training, leadership training, and team building. Do you
have someone ready to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to make that
difference. For more information on how to participate, contact the chamber at 254-939-3551 or e-mail at
info@beltonchamber.com.

Engage & Empower with BISD Belton ISD believes the learning experiences of our students are
enhanced through the engagement of our community. We invite parents and community members to get
involved in our schools. Register as a volunteer with our new volunteer and partnership system at the
following link: https://beltonisd.ezcommunicator.net/edu/beltonisd/login_form.aspx?app=0.

Community (nformation

TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting the Take Me Home Program, aimed
at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home after getting lost. The program is a
database with photos and personal information to help police officers find someone who is lost or wandered
away from home. Take Me Home is designed for individuals who may need additional aid including those
with Dementia, Autism or specific mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept
confidential to first responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome. Read
more about the program here: https://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.php.

Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating suicide, press option 1 for assistance
with military/veteran population.

Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home invasion, abduction or
domestic violence or physically incapable. Providing location, city name and nature of the emergency in the
first message is imperative. For further education on this service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500.

Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS)
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton Police Dept. to join.

Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police and community partnerships. Apply
online to be a part of this exciting program.

Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop scammers from
stealing your money and personal information. Share the information with your loved ones & Slam the Scam!
Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips.

Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement Center, 4235 E. US
HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers discuss and help each
other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302

NOW OPEN




Thursday, A R

February 6, 2025
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MORGAN’S POINT RESORT
Agape Christian Center
321 N. Penelope ~ 254.939.WORD
Anchor of Hope Fellowship
5700 F.M. 439 ~ 254.721.6514
Belton Christian Church
9425 W FM ~ 436 254.939.1172
Belton Church of Christ
3003 N. Main ~ 254.939.1816
Belton Church of God in Christ
1122 W. 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.1697
Belton First Assembly of God
500 S. TH-35 ~ 254.933.2803
Belton Lighthouse
1001 NE Loop 121 ~ 254.654.7278
Belton Nazarene Church
1701 Sparta Rd ~ 254.939.3404
Bethel A.MLE. Church
401 S. Davis St. ~254.939.6090
Central Texas Cathedral
Worship Center
700 S. Main Street ~ 254.831.3064
Christ Bible Baptist Church
1590 Jack Rabbit Rd ~ 254.939.9247
Christ the King Catholic Church
310 E. 24th Ave. ~ 254.939.0806
Christian Tabernacle Apostolic UPC
1010 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.3464
Cornerstone Community Church
5081 Dog Ridge Rd ~254.721.8250
Crossroads Church
500 South I-35 ~ 254.939.2122
Dominion Life Chapel
105 Green Briar St. ~ 254.563.0472
Elm Grove Baptist Church
6388 Elm Grove Rd. ~254.933.8127
Family Gospel Church
2210 Holland Rd. ~ 254.721.0707
Fellowship Baptist Church
2025 Morgan’s Point Rd ~
254.780.2388
First Baptist Church Belton
506 N. Main St. ~254.933.3391
First Christian Church of Belton
306 E. 5th Fecbelton.com
First Mexican Baptist Church
703 S. Wall St. ~254.939.6900
First Presbyterian Church of Belton
2500 Church Street ~ 254.939.2115
First United Methodist Church
205 E. 3rd Ave. ~ 254.939.5703
Free Pentecostal Church of Jesus
1111 Cacti Lane ~ 254.933.8201
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Freedom Bible Fellowship

308 W. Ave. D ~ 254.933.3310
Holy Temple of Our Lord Jesus
Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Inc.
519 S. Pearl St. ~ 254.613.4591
Hope Community Church

507 Mitchell St. ~254.933.8222
Hope Tabernacle

202 E. 1st Ave. ~ 254.933.8222
Iglesia de Cristo

3303 N. Main ~ 254.939.6910
Immanuel Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church

1215 S. Wall St. ~254.939.0824
Keys Valley Baptist Church

4393 W. US Hwy. 190 ~
254.939.1650

Lakeview Baptist Church

7717 N Hwy. 317 ~254.780.1884
Liberty Church

302 E. Central Ave. ~ 254.933.7107
Liberty in Christ Church

2520 N. Main ~ 254.939.3337
Miller Heights Baptist Church
1400 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.1835
Ministerios Vida

2020 S. IH-35 ~ 254.624.8015

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church
218 Alexander St. ~254.939.5621
New Life Fellowship

706 E. 4th. ~254.939.8011

Nolan Valley Baptist Church
13206 W. FM 93~ 254.721.5998
Pentecostal Church of Jesus Christ
117 N. Birdwell St. ~254.939.0822
Redeemer Reformed Baptist

505 E. Ave C. www.RRBC1689.com
Temple Vision de lo Alto

4357 Orchard Hill ~ 254.563.1231
Trinity Full Gospel

810 East 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.7673
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
1726 Morgan’s Point Rd. ~
254.778.8034

TEMPLE

1st Christian Church of Temple
300 N 5th St ~ (254) 773-9061
Christ Episcopal Church

and School
300 N. Main St. ~ 254.773.1657
Christian Life Church

4343 West FM 93 ~ 254.939.2626
Covenant Lutheran Church
4202 Hickory Rd. ~254.733.7718

First Baptist Church

8015 West Adams Ave. ~
254.773.6866

First Methodist Church GMC
102 N. 2nd Temple. TX
~254.773.7992

First Presbyterian Church Temple
12 West French ~ 254.773.3407
Foundation Church

10701 W. Adams ~ 254.780.9673
Grace Baptist Church

740 Jayline Drive ~ 254.773.1401
Grace Comm. Primitive Baptist
3111 N. 3rd St ~ 254.774.8192
Grace Presbyterian Church

2401 S 57th ~ 254.773.2134
Harvest Church

2501 General Bruce Dr. ~
254.780.3566

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2109 W. Ave H ~ 254.773.3898
Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd. ~
254.939.0682

New Hope Church of God

2005 W. Ave D., Suite D. ~
254.742.2181

St. Francis Episcopal & School
5001 Hickory ~ 254.733.4255

St. Luke’s Catholic Church

2807 Oakdale Dr. ~254.773.1561
St. Mary’s Catholic Church

1018 S 7th St. ~254.773.4541
Taylors Valley Baptist Church
2497 W. FM 93 ~ 254.939.0503
Temple Bible Church

3205 Oakview Drive ~ 254.778.3233
First Church of the Nazarene
5000 S. 31st ~254.773.3744

The Redeemed Christian Church of
God Salvation Center

405 Van Dyke Drive, Suite 403A ~
469-348-1475

Unity Church of Temple

318 N. 2nd ~ 254.770.0070
Vineyard Christian Fellowship
7425 W Adams Ave. ~ 254.778.2802
Vista Community Church

7051 Stonehollow Dr. Sundays 8:30,
10, 11:30 a.m., 5 p.m.
www.thevista.tv ~ 254.774.7992
Wildwood Baptist Church

5195 Cedar Creek Rd. ~
254.773.3177

B
STAAS PLUMBING COMPANY; INC.

M-12173

||||||||||

Jel‘l‘y Graves mcuoisex
310 E. Central Ave.. 254-877-2628

TGN
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Financing & Trade-Ins Available

9515 TAYLORS VALLEY RD. TEMPLE - 254-933-8030
7604 WOODWAY DR. WACO - 254-772-8042

Texas State License: TACLA3T36C (Temple) & TACLAZ3614C (Waco) WWW.Airctrl.com

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars * Pickups * Trucks * 18 Wheelers

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars * Pickups * Trucks * 18 Wheelers
Motorcycles * Forklifts ® Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West Phone: (254) 771-1303
Temple, TX 76502 Fax: (254) 771-5613

Popelka Law Firm, PLLC

Drew Popelka

Attorney - CPA

(254) T74-7880

6173 W. Adams Ave. e Ste. C-201 « Temple, TX
templeattorney@sbcglobal.net « www.popelkalaw.com

today, tomorrow, the future

R.K. BASS
ELECTRIC, INC.

Residential & Commercial

1200 East FM 2410  Harker Heights
(254) 698-8751 * 939-5665

Me Gregor Welding Supply Co

Welding Equipment and Supplies

éMon - Fri: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm
7% Sat: 730 am - 12:00 pm
; (254) 933-9353

110 S. Wheat Rd. Belton TX 76513

Advian’s
GARAGE

5225 SOUTH 31ST STREET
REPUTATION BUILT ON SERVICE TEMPLE , TEXAS 76502
GET PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 774-7510
Monday - Friday 778-2575
8:00am - 5:00pm 254.770.0932 KEN STAAS General Auto Repair &

Feel free to write us, info@bestwaycarpets.net
3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

é )

Saturday Maintenance

oY oo 2101 W. AVENUE M + TEMPLE, TEXAS 76504

PRAYER
LOVE @Christ Episcopal Church|

NAGY For All

\\\‘/ EXxtraco | Let'sBuild

Banks. Some Dreams™ Downtown Temple PLU MBING Pluyrfwll;'l:ng
Commercnal/ResndentlaI Needs
774.5500 | Belton | extracobanks.com Ac C E PTAN C E
ChristChurchTemple.or
\_ ) _ 3 christchurch

MONTEITH
Abstract &Title Co.

Home Owned Since 1876

A

MONTEITH

DON RINGLER

AUTOEOTIVE

—t LT CHEWROLET | @TDYGTA

I-35 Exit 294B | 778-4285
www.DonRingler.com

Frank Turner, Jr. & Employees

106 South East St.  939-5791

FAMILY OWNED) &
OPERATED SINCE 1945

WE MAKE SURE YOU' EXPERIENCE THE BEST ¢ FASTEST SERVICE.

T

HardwareRs Rlumbing BT o00lS

1010 S MAIN ST.(254) 939-5132

Normanbuildingmaterials.com
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BUFFET, SUSIHI & GRILL

PEOPLE WHO WALK
THROUGIH OUR
DOORS ARE NOT ONLY
CUSTOMERS, BUT
OUR FRIENDS.
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BUY: 2 buffets & 3 drinks, ||
get 1 buffet free 1
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Around 250 million
of these are grown
for Valentine’s Day
each year. They are
a popular offering
as a gift of love.

S98S01 Py Jamsuy

EXP. 11-

Exp. 02-28-25

Exp. 02-28-25

Two Tickets W1th

One Large Popcorn |
& Two Drinks

I Advance Tickets 254-831-3161
= 219 E Central Ave, Belton, TX 76513

* Not good with any other offer *

25429393 04(0)
2170 BYNORTHINIAINABETON

Creative Coloring

Color in this picture to create your own masterpiece.

$20 00
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THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

U FEBRUARY Y
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1'778: The United
States flag is
formally recognized
by a foreign naval
vessel for the first
time.

1849: James Knox

Polk becomes the
first serving
President of the U.S.
to be photographed.
Double Word Puzzle
2005: YouTube is
Unscramble the words to reveal the sentence. launched.
SORSE 1
DNCYA
2 3
GTIF
5 6
RBAE INFATUATE
to be inspired
7 with short-lived
assion
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6' How l:hey 9

€€ sa
that i my

English: Love

Spanish: Amor
Italian: Amore
French: Amour
German:Liebe
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Conversation hearts started out
as a throat lozenge invented by
Boston pharmacist Oliver Chase.

Get the KON
PICTURE?J

Can you guess what
the bigger picture is?
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