
By David Stone  
The Belton Journal 

 
A mural grant application 

submitted by Bison Creek Real 
Estate was approved by the Bel-
ton City Council during Tuesday 
night’s meeting. 

The application is for a 31-
foot by 16-foot mural of a native 
American Chief riding a buffalo, 
and it will be placed on the rear 
wall of the building in the alley 

behind Main Street. Two other 
murals are already located in the 
alley. 

“The mural is being painted 
by Laced & Found, a company 
that has painted a great number 
of murals throughout Central 
Texas,” said Victor Olvera, own-
er of Bison Creek. “The mural 
depicts early history in this area 
— many native Americans and a 
lot of bison lived in what is now 
Bell County.” 

Olvera said the mural fea-
turing the chief and buffalo in 
a desert area also includes the 
words “We Will Be Known For-
ever by the Tracks We Leave.” 

Laced & Found, owned by 
Jay Rivera, painted murals at 
Be.You.Tiful Hair Salon & Sun-
less Tanning and at the Public 
Library in Belton, and at several 
locations in Temple, including a 
wall outside Treno’s Pizzeria & 
Taproom. 

“Jay and I have had a long 
connection,” Olvera said. “I used 
to own a gym in Round Rock and 
he did several murals for me.” 

Bison Creek Real Estate is 
located at 106 N Main in the Bel-
ton Downtown Historic District. 

Belton city staff had re-
viewed Olvera’s application 
prior to the Council’s vote and 
had determined that the proposal 
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Belton Chamber recognizes 
community impact at 

annual awards banquet 

By Daniel Moctezuma 
The Belton Journal 

 
The Belton Area 

Chamber of Commerce 
hosted its Annual Awards 
Banquet on Thursday, 
January 23, where com-
munity members, busi-

ness owners, and local 
leaders were recognized 
for their hard work and 
contributions to the 
city’s growth. 

As guests arrived 
and the event got un-
derway, the Belton High 
School Silver Strings, di-

rected by Jenna Burchell, 
played in the back-
ground. 

The year’s theme for 
this banquet was “Bet-
ter Together”, which fo-
cused on working as a 
team to support growth 
and service. 

“We were thrilled to 
honor some of our most 
valued servant leaders 
in our community at our 
awards banquet,” said 
Randy Pittenger, Cham-

Belton High School’s Tiger Smokehouse Teams sizzle to State

See COUNCIL, 
Page A4
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ABOVE LEFT: Danny Dossman receives the Beltonian Award in recognition of his longtime volunteer ser-
vice ABOVE RIGHT: Frank Minosky is recognized for his contributions to the community and receives the 
Legendary Impact Award at the Belton Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards Banquet. 

See BANQUET, 
Page A8

More water 
to go south

Special to the Journal

Both of Belton High 
School’s Tiger Smoke-
house barbecue teams, Ti-
ger Smokehouse Black and 
Tiger Smokehouse Red, 
earned state qualification at 
the Texas HSBBQ League 
Qualifier competition 
on Saturday, January 11, 
2025, at Klein Oak High 
School in Houston. 

Hosted by the Na-
tional High School BBQ 
Association, the event saw 
both teams compete in five 
categories and achieve out-
standing results. The teams 
are guided by culinary 

teacher and BBQ sponsor 
Kathy Firkins.

The Black Team 
earned first place in Chick-
en Lollipops, grilled by 
Hayden, and second place 
in Ribeye Steak, also 
grilled by Hayden. They 
also placed third in Grilled 
Cheese with Peach Chut-
ney Bacon, grilled by Jas-
mine; third in Chili, grilled 
by Leo; and third in Ribs, 
grilled by Jio.

The Red Team 
achieved first place in 
Grilled Cheese with 

See BBQ, 
Page A2

By David Stone 
The Belton Journal 

A whopping 20 billion 
gallons of water every year 
could be piped from Still-
house Hollow Lake to Lake 
Georgetown in the next few 
years and up to 9.8 billion 
gallons could be moved 
each year from Lake Bel-
ton to Stillhouse by 2032 to 
help meet drought-related 
needs in Austin’s booming 
northern suburbs.

“As populations in the 
Georgetown and Round 
Rock areas grow, there 
won’t be enough water for 
Brazos River Authority 
customers served by Lake 
Georgetown,” said Brad 
Brunett, BRA’s regional 
manager for Stillhouse and 
Lake Belton.

“Lake Georgetown is 
very small — Stillhouse is 
about 6 times larger than 
Georgetown and Lake 
Belton is about 14 times 

larger,” he said. “During 
dry times, there simply is 
not enough water in Lake 
Georgetown to meet the 
needs.”

According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, George-
town is the fastest grow-
ing city in America and 
its population of 96,312 is 
expected to double in less 
than seven years.

The Brazos River Au-
thority has been pumping 
water from Stillhouse to 
Lake Georgetown for years, 
but the potential amount of 
water being moved will 
soon increase, Brunett said.

“We first started pump-
ing in 2006, and we added 
multiple pumps in 2011,” 
he said. “We have four 
pumps capable of pumping 
42 million gallons a day. 
We are replacing those with 
4 higher capacity pumps 

Brazos water pipeline- Courtesy Graphic 
A pipeline moves water from Stillhouse Hollow Res-
ervoir to Lake Georgetown, and the flow of water 
south could increase over the next several years to 
keep up with water demands.

See WATER, 
Page A2

Courtesy photos
Belton High Schol’s Tiger Smokehouse barbecue teams come away with awards and qualified for the state 
competition coming up this spring.
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Water -  From Page A1

Three-Cheese Onion, grilled by Ayla, and first place 
in Chili, grilled by Sophia. They also secured second 
place in ribs, grilled by Cameron, and third place in 
ribeye steak, grilled by Ricardo.

Each team works with a mentor to develop unique 
flavor profiles and perfect their techniques for each 
category, which include ribeye steak, ribs, chicken 
lollipops (showcasing knife skills and flavor), grilled 
cheese, and chili. The Black Team is mentored by BHS 
Construction Careers Instructor Michael Carrillo and 
volunteer Pitmaster John Hernandez, while the Red 
Team is mentored by volunteer Justin Firkins. 

Team captains Cameron and Hayden shared their 

excitement about qualifying for Nationals in their first 
year as a team, despite the challenges of a sponsor 
transition midway through the season. They attribut-
ed their success to hard work and dedication and are 
determined to continue improving ahead of the state 
competition.

The team, composed of ninth through twelfth 
graders, also reflected on some of the unique chal-
lenges of BBQ competitions. In a memorable incident 
during practice, a team member accidentally set trash 
on fire while emptying an ash bucket, resulting in a 
quick lesson on using a fire extinguisher. Despite set-
backs, the teams stay focused and are eager to build on 

their accomplishments.
While they are enjoying the journey, it is expen-

sive, and the teams are accepting sponsors to help fund 
or donate meat, seasonings, charcoal, and BBQ sauces 
that are used in both practices and competitions. Do-
nations can be sent to BHS with a memo for the BBQ 
team. Donors over $1,000 will have their name or logo 
on the team banner at state and national competitions. 

Their journey demonstrates their talent, resilience 
and teamwork as they prepare to take on the state com-
petition. The state event, the SCHEELS High School 
BBQ National Championship, will take place at Bur-
net High School on May 2-3, 2025.

BBQ -  From Page A1

that can move 56 million gallons per day. There will still 
be one pipeline, but we will be able to move more water.”

“We are currently in the pump design phase, and it 
will be two or three years before they are operational,” 
he said. Once complete, they will have the capacity to 
transfer about 61,000-acre-feet — 19.88 billion gallons 
— from Stillhouse to Georgetown annually.

The amount of water actually transferred is related 
directly to ongoing drought conditions.

“The pumps don’t run constantly,” Brunett said. “It 
all depends on the weather and how much natural runoff 
goes into Lake Georgetown. In 2016, the pumps didn’t 
run at all. But, in 2022, they ran most of the year.”

The projected Belhouse pipeline connecting Lake 
Belton to Stillhouse will be approximately six to seven 
miles long and up to four feet in diameter.

“We’ve looked at several possible routes for the Bel-
house pipeline, as well as intake and outtake areas on the 
lakes,” he added. “There’s a lot to consider — we are 
looking at the most cost effective route, the least disrup-
tive route, and the route with least environmental impact.”

“We are just getting started on engineering design,” 
Brunett said. “We will be able to pump water from Lake 
Belton to Stillhouse by 2032. It will take at least two years 

to get easements for the pipeline and to complete  the de-
sign. Once permitting is in place, construction will take at 
least a couple of years.”

The Belhouse Drought Preparedness Project “will 
improve water supply reliability, allowing the reservoirs 
to be operated as a system, improving drought prepared-
ness,” he said.

While the Brazos River Authority has deemed the 
pipeline solution that moves water from Lake Belton to 
Stillhouse, then to Lake Georgetown, as the best option 
for getting water to where it is needed, BRA has consid-
ered other options.

“We are always looking for new water supply sourc-
es,” he said. “We have considered new reservoirs in the 
Little River watershed and in Milam County, but those 
were met with a lot of opposition from local residents so 
those options are no longer in our water plan.”

According to Brunett, Lake Belton serves many water 
districts and municipalities. One of the largest customers 
is Belton-based 439 Water Supply, which provides water 
to Killeen, Harker Heights, Copperas Cove and parts of 
Fort Cavazos. The lake also provides water to Bluebonnet 
Water Supply, Coryell Water Supply, Fort Gates, Gates-
ville, The Grove Water Supply and others.

Stillhouse provides water to Central Texas Water 
Supply and the small water companies it supplies, Jar-
rell-Schwertner Water Supply, Kempner, Lampasas and 
Salado.

Bell County Judge David Blackburn said BRA con-
tracts in place give water customers in the Georgetown 
area rights to water from Stillhouse.

“It is my understanding that current contracts afford 
the customers to our south the rights to the water,” Black-
burn said. “It is also my understanding that no current 
system water rights holder will be impacted by a pipeline 
connecting Lake Belton and Stillhouse.”

“But, with growth and development occurring in Bell 
County, I think it would be wise for Bell County water 
purveyors to explore strategies that will better ensure that 
our water needs in the future are met,” Blackburn added. 
“Aquifer Storage & Recovery is but one example of a 
strategy that should continue to be explored in order to 
better ensure that the water needs of Bell County are met 
in the years to come.”

Brunett said safeguarding water in Central Texas 
must start with conservation — and there is evidence that 
this is occurring.

Section of Round 
Hall Road closed 

temporarily for repairs
Special to the Journal 

A section of Round Hall Road located 
between Pecan School Road and Sypert 
School Road has been closed as of Mon-
day, January 27, for repairs.

“This work is necessary both to ensure 
the safety of Bell County drivers and the 
last durability of the road,” Road & Bridge 

Director Matthew Eary said.
The work is expected to be complete 

by Friday, February 21. 
The planned repairs include replacing 

metal culverts at a water crossing with a 
larger concrete ones. 

This work was planned after Road & 
Bridge crews noticed that the existing cul-
verts appeared to be deteriorating.

Courtesy photo 
A section of Round Hall Road is closed for repairs until February 21. 

Hillary Hickland new 
face in Texas legislature 
By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Hillary Hickland (R) 
was sworn into office 
on Tues., Jan. 14, 2025 
after defeating incum-
bent Hugh Shine (R) in 
the March 2024 Primary 
Election then Jennifer 
Lee (D) in the Nov. 2024 
Uniform Election for 
Texas House of Repre-
sentative for District 55. 

“When I was sworn 
into office, I felt re-
solved. It’s been such a 
long process. I thought I 
would be really emotion-
al and I wasn’t. When I 
finally was sworn in, I 
felt that I’m supposed 
to be here. I belong here 
representing my commu-
nity. I’m honored for this 
and understand that it 
is a responsibility that I 
take very seriously,” said 
Hickland.

Hickland likes Tex-
as history. What makes 
Texas unique is how it 

started as a Republic. 
She can trace her ances-
try back to pioneers who 
were here before the Re-
public of Texas was es-
tablished. She goes back 
nine generations. 

“We are there to 
represent the specific 
needs of our district and 
there’s a lot of common 
ground across the state, 
but there’s also things 

that make each district 
unique. In our district, 
we are blessed with 
many service men and 
women. That’s one of the 
things that I love about 
Bell County. We recog-
nize that this is such a 
wonderful place for fam-
ilies to live, to work, and 

See HICKLAND, 
Page A5
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State Representative Hillary Hickland stands in front 
of an antique map of Texas hanging in her Belton 
office.
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Obituaries
Orlando 
Ralph Robert Orlando

January 23, 1947 — 
January 17, 2025

Ralph Robert Orlando was born on 
January 23, 1947 to his mother, Lou-
vell Maxine Nutter, in the Pennsylvania 
country. He grew up in New York, the 
oldest of six boys, where he recounts 
that he and his next oldest brother, Omar, 
were thick as thieves, often taking each 
other’s punishments and always having 
each other’s backs. His love for dogs has 
been a constant in his life, even from a 
young boy where his mother sometimes 
found him sleeping outdoors with the 
family pets. At 19 he became a combat 
marine and fought alongside his com-
rades from 1966-1969 in many deadly 
encounters. He often said that he did 
not think he would make it out of Viet-
nam, but by his fortitude and God’s will, 
he was a recipient of a purple heart and 
multiple air medals with valor. His mis-
sions, experiences, and achievements 
would take many pages to list, so, to say 
it succinctly, he was truly a real-life hero. 

Returning home, he attended the 
University of Utah, receiving a bach-
elor’s degree in wildlife science while 
hunting, fishing, and trapping the land 
there. He later became a United States 
Border Patrol Agent before joining 
Temple Fire & Rescue in 1980, special-
izing in cave and cavern rescue. He con-
sistently held himself to high standards, 
spending hours studying and working to 
add different certifications to his skillset. 
He was a Master Firefighter, Arson In-
vestigator, Fire Service Instructor, and a 
licensed Paramedic and Peace Officer. 
While the marine corps was his first and 
forever brotherhood, the men of the fire 
department became his combat broth-
ers, and he took his job of protecting 
and fighting by their side with upmost 
gravity and loyalty. After retirement in 
2006 he served as Assistant Fire Chief 
for Morgan’s Point as well as a reserve 
officer for the police department. Ralph 
served faithfully and with integrity for 
over 40 years, saving many lives, de-
livering over 20 babies, teaching many 
classes, providing counsel and consulta-
tion to many, and expecting nothing less 
than the best performance out of himself 
and all those who served with and under 
him. 

A strong work ethic was extremely 
important to him, and if he was not on 
the job, he was building fence, doing 
rock work, or clearing brush around his 
home and property. He also excelled in 
martial arts, obtaining a 3rd degree black 
belt. His only down time was spent 
hunting deer and turkey in San Saba—
something he truly enjoyed. He shared 
wonderful memories of times spent 
around the deer lease campfire with his 
buddies, having drinks and telling sto-
ries. In his last years, Ralph lived alone 
with his beloved dog, Marlin, and later 
his “best friend,” his blue-heeler, Cow-
boy. Ralph is preceded in death by his 
mother and survived by his son, Jason 
Orlando, daughter and son-in-law, Jen-
nifer and Lance Walch, granddaughters, 
Autry Orlando, Kelsey Ashcraft, Lo-
gan Orlando, and Maggie Walch, and 
grandson, Sam Walch, as well as his 
five brothers. His much-repeated marine 
corp motto, “Semper Fi,” reminded oth-
ers to be “always faithful,” and in his last 
weeks he would write down and often 
say, “believe in the Father.” He was al-
ways a warrior here in heart and mind 
and strength, and now he has gained the 
ultimate victory. 

Arrangements are entrusted to 
Crotty Funeral Home & Cremation Ser-
vices of Belton.

Romans 8:37 
“In all things we are more than 

conquerors through Him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death 

nor life, neither angels or demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor 
any powers, neither height nor depth, 

nor anything in all creation will be able 
to separate us from the love of God that 

is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Dague 
Margie Fay Dague 
January 10, 1933 – 
January 17, 2025 

Private services for Margie Fay Da-
gue, 92, of Belton will be held at a later 
date.  

Mrs. Dague died January 17, 2025 
in a Temple hospital.  

Mrs. Dague was born January 10, 
1933 in Eastland County, Texas, the 
daughter of Tom Monroe Bennett and 
Lela Modelle (Payne) Bennett.  She 
married Charles Dague Feb 29, 1956 in 
Abilene.  She worked for 20 years for 
Scott and White and another 20 years 
in Home Health.  She enjoyed playing 
bingo.  

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, and three sons, Ronnie Mo-
drall, Charles Dague and Randy Dague. 

Survivors include one son Larry 
Modrall; one daughter Milessa Ham-
mon, many grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Clark 
Carolyn Clark 
May 17, 1947 – 

January 20, 2025 

Funeral services for Carolyn (Shea-
rin) Clark, 77, of Temple, were held at 
10 a.m. Saturday, January 25, 2025, at 
Dossman Funeral Home Chapel. Burial 
followed at Rest Haven Cemetery.  

Mrs. Clark died Monday, January 
20, 2025, in a Temple hospital.   

Mrs. Clark was born May 17, 1947, 
in Temple, the daughter of John Booker 
Shearin and Betty (House) Shearin.   She 
married Gary Clark, June 25, 1965 in 
Temple at Heights Baptist Church.   

Mrs. Clark was a receptionist for 
Dr. Bruce Thompson for many years.  
She retired in 1998.  She attended Vista 
Community Church.  

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, and siblings, John Wayne Shea-
rin, Renee Bowery and Charlotte Shea-
rin.  

Survivors include her husband of 
60 years, Gary Clark, one son Dwayne 
Clark and one daughter Mandy Clark, 
one brother Michael Shearin; three 
grandchildren, Camryn Clark, Peyton 
Walker and Caden Clark; and one great-
grandchild, Lorelei. 

Memorials may be made to the 
American Diabetes  Association, diabe-
tes.org.

Slater 
Sharon (Sherry) Dianne Slate

March 12, 1954 – 
January 19, 2025 

Sharon (Sherry) Dianne Slater 
went home to be with our Lord on 
January 19th, 2025. She passed away 
peacefully with her family by her side. 
She was 70 years old.

A memorial service will be held 
at 10 a.m., on Saturday, February 1st, 
2025, at Dossman Funeral Home in 
Belton, Texas.

Sherry was born on March 12th, 
1954, in Lubbock, Texas to Ocia and 
Audrey Whitmire Pond.

Sherry married Michael (Mike) 
Slater on January 29, 1977, in Lub-
bock, Texas. They had two children, 
Bethany was born in April of 1980, 
and Brandon was born in July of 1982. 
Mike and Sherry moved their young 
family to Fort Worth in 1985 and joined 
Wedgwood Baptist Church. They were 
together until his death on January 2nd, 
2004.

Sherry was a wonderful mother to 
her children and wife to her husband. 
She worked as a secretary for Jackie 
Carden Elementary from 1993 – 2003 
before moving to Aledo ISD in 2003. 
During her time at Aledo, she worked 
as a secretary in the Special Education 
department, a Certification Specialist 
in Human Resources, and served as 
the Transportation Secretary before she 
retired in 2021.

Sherry loved spending time with 
her family, watching movies, reading, 
and playing cards. She was super com-
petitive during card games and taught 
her children everything she knew. Her 
favorite thing, besides her grandchil-
dren, was quilting. She was involved 
in a quilting ministry at Wedgwood 
and was very close with the ladies in 
that group. Over the years she likely 
designed and created dozens of baby 
quilts that were donated to Pregnancy 
Lifeline in Fort Worth. She made her 
family and close friends quilts as well as 
making her children t-shirt quilts from 
Mike’s old t-shirts after he passed away.

Sherry was a very giving person 
and went out of her way to help others 
in need. She loved her family well and 
spent a life well lived. She missed Mike 
so much after his passing and is finally 
reunited with him.

Sherry is survived by her daughter 
Bethany & husband Joshua Miller of 
Temple, Texas, son Brandon Slater of 
Fort Worth, Texas, brother Whitt Patrick 
Pond and his wife Thanh of Boston, 
Massachusetts, and grandsons Cameron 
& Michael Chapman.

Sherry is preceded in death by her 
parents and her husband.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly 
requests donations to the Alzheimer’s 
Association in memory of Sherry. 

Strickland 
Chong Ok Strickland 
December 5, 1949 – 
January 20, 2025 

Chong Ok Strickland, 75, a gentle 
and good-natured soul who carried the 
world on her shoulders, passed away un-
expectedly of natural causes on January 
20, 2025. Born on December 5, 1949, in 
South Korea, Chong was the embodi-
ment of kindness, resilience, and love. 
She touched the lives of everyone who 
knew her with her unwavering care and 
quiet strength.

Chong is survived by her loving 
husband, Skipper R.R. Strickland II; her 
devoted daughter, Donna Strickland; 
her protective son, Bobby R.R. Strick-
land III; her cherished grandson, Garrett 
Locklin, and her caring granddaughter, 
Jessica Locklin; her loyal sister, Mi Kim 
Jones, and her husband Daniel Jones; 
as well as her doting and loving niece, 
Michelle Jones. She will also be deep-
ly missed by her extended family and 
many friends.

Chong’s life was a testament to self-
lessness and compassion. Her mother 
passed away when she was young, and 

See OBITS, 
Page A4
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she selflessly left school to care for her much 
younger sister, a responsibility that set the 
tone for a lifetime of putting others first. As an 
Army wife, Chong raised two children while 
relocating across the world, creating a loving 
home wherever life took her.

Chong found immense joy in tending to 
her year-round garden, growing fresh veg-
etables and spices that she lovingly used in 
her cooking. Her culinary talents were well-
known, and her egg rolls and kimchi were 
family favorites, often shared and savored 
by friends, neighbors, and anyone fortunate 
enough to enjoy her meals. Her home was a 
place of warmth and hospitality, where friends 
frequently gathered to share stories, play 
games, and enjoy one another’s company. 
Through the love she poured into her food and 
the welcoming atmosphere she created, she 
built memories that will be cherished forever.

Her family will forever hold dear her 
wisdom, gentle guidance, and the countless 
memories she created with them. She had a 
special bond with her grandson, Garrett, who 
brought her immense joy. Chong’s legacy of 
kindness, devotion, and her love of family will 
live on in the hearts of all who were fortunate 
enough to know her.

A memorial service to honor her life will 
be held on Saturday, January 25, 2025, at 2:00 
PM at Dossman Funeral Home in Belton, 
Texas.

The family is requesting in lieu of flow-
ers that donations be made to Crossing Bor-
ders at https://www.crossingbordersnk.org/
about-crossing-borders.

Westbrook 
Barbara Jean Margaret Westbrook

January 18, 1932 – 
January 24, 2025 

Barbara Jean Margaret Westbrook, a 
beloved mother, grandmother, and friend, 
passed away peacefully on January 24, 2025, 
in Belton, Texas. Born on January 18, 1932, in 
Akron, Ohio, Barbara lived a life rich in love, 
adventure, and family.

Barbara graduated from Topeka High 
School and began her career at Sears & Roe-
buck. However, her true calling came when 
she met and married her soldier, Fred West-
brook, at the age of 24. Together they navi-
gated the challenges of military life, living 
in places such as Ohio, Kansas, California, 
Germany, and finally Texas. During their time 
in Germany, Barbara took advantage of the 
opportunity to travel across Europe, creating 
lasting memories that she cherished through-
out her life. After Fred’s retirement from Fort 
Hood, they made their home in Belton, where 
her heart remained ever devoted to her family.

Barbara dedicated herself to keeping 
house and raising her children with love and 
nurturing care. Her family was her pride and 
joy, and her proudest accomplishments were 
the children she reared: Linda Jean Johnson 
and her husband Gary of El Campo, Texas; 
Susan Marie Allen and her husband John of 
Belton; Cheri Ann Loew and her husband 
Brian of Temple; and Dan William Westbrook 
and his wife Jennifer of Salado. Each child 

carries a piece of her spirit with them, and her 
memory will forever be woven into the fabric 
of their lives.

Known for her incredible homemade 
desserts, Barbara ensured that the warmth of 
sweet treats always filled her home, bringing 
comfort and joy to all who visited. Family 
vacations were a treasured tradition, as she 
instilled in her children a love for exploration 
and adventure, hoping they would experi-
ence everything that brought her happiness 
throughout her own life.

In addition to her family duties, Barbara 
had a variety of interests and hobbies. She en-
joyed sewing, knitting, and baking, often seek-
ing out antiques at estate sales or hunting for 
the best sales in town. Unafraid of adventure, 
she embraced opportunities to explore new 
places, never desiring to learn to drive herself 
but instead thoroughly relishing the journeys 
taken with others. Her home was also a testa-
ment to her and Fred’s shared passion – their 
collection of clocks, lovingly maintained by 
Fred, who gained the affectionate title “Clock-
man Fred.”

Barbara was preceded in death by her 
cherished husband, Ret. Command Sergeant 
Major Fred Westbrook, whose absence leaves 
a profound void in her family’s hearts.

She leaves behind a legacy of love and 
commitment, deeply felt by her children, her 
grandchildren, her four great-grandchildren, 
and many cherished family members and 
friends. To know Barbara was to understand 
the meaning of kindness, warmth, and uncon-
ditional love; her spirit will continue to reso-
nate in the lives she touched throughout her 
remarkable journey.

The family of Barbara Jean Westbrook 
would like to express their gratitude for Scott 
and White Hospice and especially to her pri-
vate nurse, Mary Manwell for her compas-
sionate care of Barbara.

Arrangements are entrusted to Crotty Fu-
neral Home & Cremation Services of Belton.  

Compean Jr. 
Feliciano Compean Jr. 

March 15, 1980 – 
January 22, 2025

 
Funeral services for Feliciano Compean 

Jr., affectionately known to his loved ones 
as “Chanio,” left this world unexpectedly on 
January 22, 2025, in Belton, Texas. Born on 
March 15,1980, in Cameron, Texas, Feliciano 
grew up with a spirit that was deeply rooted in 
family and friendship.

Chanio’s visitation was held from 5:00 
P.M. to 8:00 P.M. on Monday, January 27, 
2025 at Agape Christian Center in Belton. 
His funeral services was held at 10:00 AM on 
Tuesday, January 28, 2025 at Agape Christian 
Center in Belton followed by his graveside 
service at Resthaven Cemetery located on 
Shanklin Rd. in Belton. 

A proud graduate of Belton High School, 
he dedicated many years of his life to his pas-
sion for mechanics, working at Mufflers and 
More in Belton. Those who had the pleasure 
of knowing Chanio understood that working 
on cars, particularly Low rider cars, was not 
just a hobby for him; it was an expression of 
his creativity and craftsmanship. The joy he 
found in fixing and customizing vehicles was 
only matched by his love and devotion to his 
family.

Feliciano’s caring nature and infectious 
enthusiasm for life made him a fantastic 
friend to many. He touched countless hearts 
with his unwavering support and kindness, al-
ways willing to lend a hand or share a laugh. 
His legacy will undoubtedly live on through 
the cherished memories he created with those 
around him.

At the center of Feliciano’s world were 
his beloved children and grandchildren, whom 
he regarded as his proudest accomplishments. 
He is survived by his significant other, Crys-
tal Trujillo, and his sons, Feliciano Compean 
III and Felipe Compean, both of Belton. His 
daughters, Tina Renee Compean of Temple, 
and Isabel Maria Compean of Belton, along 
with six adoring grandchildren, carry forward 
the love and light he brought into their lives.

Feliciano is also survived by his parents, 
Feliciano Compean Sr. and Maria Isabel Es-
calera, who reside in Belton, and his broth-
ers—Gabriel Compean Sr. of Moody, Martin 
Compean of Cameron, Miguel Compean of 
Belton, and Armando Compean of Belton. 
The bond they shared will forever remain a 
testament to the strong family values that Fe-
liciano held dear.

In this time of grief, we remember a man 
whose heart was as big as his passion for life. 
Feliciano Compean Jr. will be dearly missed, 
but his spirit will continue to resonate through 
the echo of laughter, the warmth of family 
gatherings, and the memories that will forever 
live in our hearts.

In lieu of flowers memorial may be made 
on his obituary page at www.crottyfh.com 
towards expenses needed for his funeral ser-
vices.

Arrangements are entrusted to Crotty Fu-
neral Home & Cremation Services of Belton.  

Obits -  From Page A3

Council -  From Page A1
meets requirements for murals in the 
downtown Belton area. 

Rivera’s work is estimated at 
$15,000, and Olvera requested the max-
imum grant amount of $7,500, plus an 
additional $2,500 to maintain the mural 
for five years. 

The Bison Creek mural application 
is the first to be considered by the city 
of Belton. 

In other action at Tuesday’s meet-
ing, a proclamation declaring February 
as Black History Month in Belton was 
presented and signed by Mayor David 
Leigh and approved by Council. 

The proclamation “acknowledges 
the profound impact that black Ameri-
cans have had on the growth and devel-
opment of this nation, and their role in 
shaping the cultural, social, economic 
and political fabric of the Belton com-
munity.” 

The proclamation was presented to 
Pastor Patrick Russell of Mount Zion 
United Methodist Church. 

Council authorized the submission 
of several grant applications to the Texas 
Criminal Justice Division for items that 
would benefit the Belton Police Depart-
ment. These include grants that would 
fund license plate readers, a tactical 
Micro-Robot system for Belton’s Spe-
cial Weapons & Tactics team, and police 
drones designed to help locate and ap-
prehend criminals or suspects. 

Mayor Leigh said the license plate 
readers are integrated so if a suspect 
crosses through Belton, the readers can 
identify them as someone who is wanted 
in another area. 

A grant application for a program 
to provide money for victim assistance 
also was approved. The grant would be 
in the amount of $22,700 if received. 

Council approved appointments to 
several board and commissions: Bran-
don Skaggs was appointed to the Plan-
ning & Zoning Commission; Kayla 
Potts and Jim Deeken were added to the 

Parks Board; Council member Stephanie 
O’Banion was named to the Hill Coun-
try Transit District Board; and Ralph 
Masters is now on the Building & Stan-
dards Commission. 

Several zoning changes were made 
during the Council meeting. 

Facade Improvement Grant ap-
plications for exterior renovations to a 
building at 206 E Central — between 
Penelope and North East Street — in the 
Downtown Belton Commercial Historic 
District. 

A similar grant application was 
OK’d for exterior renovations to struc-
tures located at 120 N Penelope, also in 
the Historic District, and at 122 N Pe-
nelope. 

Facade grants are available on a 
50/50 matching basis. Council’s action 
earlier this month increased the cap 
from $10,000 per facade facing a public 
street to $25,000 for a primary facade 
and $10,000 for each secondary facade 
with a maximum of $45,000. 

A public hearing to rezone a busi-
ness at 2144 N Main to create Longhorn 
Liquor was postponed until the Feb. 25 
Council meeting at the request of the 
business owner. 

According to Paul Romer, director 
of communications for Belton, voters 
passed a new law last year allowing li-
quor stores inside the city limits. Three 
businesses were rezoned earlier this 
month for this reason. 

State law requires package stores to 
be at least 300 feet from schools, hos-
pitals and churches. The 2024 election 
loosened restrictions in Belton and al-
lowed businesses such as breweries or 
liquor stores to open. 

Council also conducted a public 
hearing and agreed to annex 1.764 acres 
located in the Young Williams Survey. 
The land is part of a larger tract located 
west of Interstate 35 and north of Salado 
Center Drive. The plan was presented 
Tuesday night by Planning Director Bob 

van Til. 
The property is part of a boundary 

adjustment agreement with Salado that 
was approved on Dec. 10. The agree-
ment identified three parcels of land 
that were exchanged between the cities 
of Belton and Salado, and it identified 
this parcel that would be annexed into 
Belton. 

The public hearing was part of the 
annexation process, van Til said. 

A public hearing was also held to 
rezone 9.71 acres at 1930 George Wil-
son Road from agriculture to commer-
cial to allow an outdoor flea market that 
was damaged during last spring’s wind 
storms. Council approved the rezoning. 

Council approved a final plat for the 
Wells Edition, a large 4.63 acre tract on 
Smoke Signal Lane near Lake Belton 
that the owner wants to subdivide into 
six half-acre lots. Property on Sagebrush 

Drive near Belton Middle School also 
was approved for subdivision. Council 
members approved an amendment to the 
city’s Fee Schedule and adding fees for 
the use of electric vehicle chargers pro-
vided by the city. In fall 2024, the city 
completed the installation of the first of 
two electric vehicle charging stations, 
the first in the City Hall parking lot in 
downtown Belton. 

Since the City Hall station is in 
place, Council established a rate for 
charging a vehicle. Now that the fees of 
twenty-cents per kilowatt hour are set, 
the charging station will be activated. 
A rate of $1 per kilowatt hour was pro-
posed but city stafffound this amount 
to be significantly higher than charging 
stations at Buc-ee’s and other travel cen-
ters. 

The second EV charging station will 
be at the Public Library.
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Child Find Announcement

The Belton Independent School District is required 
by federal and state law to make a dedicated 
effort to locate, identify, and evaluate every child 
from age 3 to age 21 residing or attending private 
school in our district who is suspected of having a 
disability. Eligible students are entitled to a free and 
appropriate education, including an individualized 
plan for instruction. 

If you suspect your child has a disability, and your 
child does not yet receive special education services, 
please contact:

Anuncio para localizar Niños

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Belton es 
requerido por ley federal y estatal para hacer un 
esfuerzo dedicado a localizar,
identificar y evaluar a todos los niños desde los 3 
hasta los 21 años de edad que residen o asisten a 
una escuela privada en nuestro distrito de quien se 
sospeche tener una discapacidad. Los estudiantes 
elegibles tienen derecho a una educación gratuita 
y apropiada, incluyendo un plan individualizado de 
instrucción.
Si usted sospecha que su hijo tiene una 
discapacidad y todavía no recibe servicios de 
educación especial, póngase en contacto con:

Jennifer Ramirez
Executive Director of Special Education
Belton Independent School District
400 North Wall St.
Belton, Texas 76513
254-215-2110
254-215-2111 (fax)

Annual Candy Trail provides sweet journey for trick-or-treaters
By Annie Dockery
The Belton journal

Many downtown Bel-
ton businesses will be pass-
ing out candy during the 
annual Candy Trail on Oct. 
29, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m., sponsored by Dis-
cover Downtown Belton 
and the Downtown Belton 
Business Alliance.

Leila Valchar, owner of 
My Giving Tree Gift Shop 
& Art Gallery said, “It’s 
the biggest it has been. We 
have 40 businesses that will 

be handing out candy, and 
minimum for each busi-
ness is 3,000 pieces. So, it’s 
going to put us well over 
120,000 pieces of candy 
handed out in downtown 
Belton”

All children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

The trail will start on 
the corner to Penelope, then 
on to First street, and down 
East Street with stops on 
Central Avenue and Water 
Street.

Participating busi-
nesses include Edward 

Jones (Joshua Dildine), The 
Belton Journal, Pink Bull-
dog, Nolan Creek Brewery, 
Gunter Financial Services, 
LaLuncheonette, Mind 
Your Wellness, Picasa De-
sign, Arusha Coffee Co., 
My Giving Tree, iMERA-
Ki, Garlyn Shelton Auto 
Group, The Dusty Rose, 
OakFire Pizza & Brewing, 
Bell County Music Studio, 
McWha Book Store, Na-
poli’s Italian Bistro, Razzle 
Dazzle Specialty Shop, 
Quick Release Bail Bonds, 
BeYouthful Salon, Jones 

Home & Auto, BISD Trans-
portation, Belton Police 
Foundation, Bell County 
Museum, Lena Armstrong 
Public Library, Creekside 
Cigar Lounge, Scores Pizza 
& Wings, The Gin at Nolan 
Creek, Graley’s Goodies, 
Salon & Spa at Greenbriar, 
The Beltonian Threatre, Co-
chran, Blair & Potts, Level 
3 Event & Coworking Cen-
ter, Waffle Cone Belton, 
RE/Max Great Place, Ex-
change on Central, Miller’s 
Smokehouse, Summer 
Fun Water Park, Liberty 

Church, Water Stree Waffle 
House, and Schoepf’s BBQ 
on your way home.

“We’re all excited and 
the businesses will be look-
ing forward to the thou-
sands of little trick-or-treat-
ers,” Valchar said.

A Candy Trail map 
is available on Discover 
Downtown Belton, Belton 
Market Days Facebook, and 
Downtown Belton Business 
Alliance Facebook pages. 
Maps will also be posted at 
the businesses that are dis-
tributing candy.

Barricades will start 
setting up at 1:00 p.m. with 
no cars allowed through 
after 3:30 p.m. The Candy 
Trail will be inside the bar-
ricades. 

“There’s a QR code. It 
will bring up the map and 
you can follow it on your 
phone,” Valchar added. “It 
will make it easy.”

 “My favorite thing 
is the kids,” Valchar said. 
“They’re all running around 
downtown all dressed up. 
It’s a community event; it 
brings us all together.”

File photo 
Costumed kids and familes collect candy at a prior year’s Candy Trail in downtown Belton. This year’s trail will take place Saturday evening from 4-6 p.m. 

Bison roundup in Belton 

Couresty Photo

A bison escaped from a veterinarian’s office on E. 6th Avenue in Belton on Tuesday 
morning, with the first call coming in to Belton animal control around 7:28 a.m. The bi-
son was traced down Penelope and the I-35 frontage road. “From there the bison ran to a 
thicket of trees off the I-14 frontage road, near Tractor Supply. It was finally captured off 
the shoulder of the I-14 frontage road,” said Paul Romer, Public Information for the City 
of Belton.  The animal control officer reached out to a Salado veterinarian, Romer said, 
who helped arrange assistance from a couple of local cowboys. On horseback, the pair 
worked to safely contain the bison, until it was roped old West style and subdued, then 
loaded onto a waiting trailer. Once the bison was captured the veterinarian took custody 
of it to return it to its owner, Romer said.

Courtesy Graphic
An artist’s rendering of the mural that will be painted on the rear outside wall of 
Bison Creek Real Estate. Belton City Council offi cially approved the mural at 
Tuesday’s meeting
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Plant Probation
My Front Porch • Lynette Sowell

Like a lot of well-inten-
tioned people this time of year, 
my thoughts turn to gardening. 
Maybe this will be the year I’ll 
actually grow some produce at 
home.

If you think about it, 
we’re only a few truckloads 
away from food supply di-
saster. What would we do if 
the trucks quit delivering the 
things we buy on a regular 
basis?

 We’ve all shopped the 
grocery store shelves when 
just one truck is delayed. 
Okay, not trying to scare any-
one, but it’s a little unsettling to 
think of the what if—if trucks 
quit delivering for whatever 
reason. Maybe it’s the fiction 
writer in me. 

Which is why it’s nice to 
know where your food comes 
from and the importance of 
knowing where you could buy 
it locally. 

So with thoughts of sum-
mer coming, of high gas prices 
again driving up grocery pric-
es, I’m starting to think about 
planting container gardens. 
Again.

For several years, I start-
ed gardens with the best of in-

tentions. I know how to water. 
I know how to put plant food 
on plants. It’s not rocket sci-
ence, like they say. Yet some-
how by May or June, whatever 
I’ve planted is dead. I’m lucky 
to get a solitary tomato. 

I’ve taken excellent care 
of the cactus and rosebushes in 
our front yard and they’re still 
alive, so that must count for 
something.

My shed has stacks of 
large planters, some empty, 
some still full of barren soil 
from a failed attempt at grow-
ing. I don’t start out with grand 
aspirations, just tomatoes, 
squash, peppers, lettuce, and 
some herbs.

I have a friend who’s a 
champion of green, clean liv-
ing and promotes local food 
growers. She also keeps bee-
hives, another thing I’d like 
to try. I told her I was a flop at 
gardening.

Of course, she had to ask, 
bless her heart, what I was do-
ing wrong. “Are you trying to 
grow something that’s not suit-
able for your area?”

I explained to her that 
spring last but a few weeks in 
Texas, and then the weather 

goes from warm, to semi-hot, 
to bake-cookies-in-your-car 
hot, to wondering-what-out-
skirts-ring-of-hell-you-acci-
dentally-stepped-into hot (with 
other inner rings reserved for 
southwest Asia, other friends 
have told me). 

Last week I stepped into 
the shed and looked at a few 
of the pots. Dare I try again? 

When do you realize a well-
intentioned and good activity 
is a futile effort on your part? I 
guess I’ll have to find out. This 
year, it’ll be plant probation for 
me. I keep telling myself; I can 
do this. I can keep plants alive. 
Then if Doomsday hits, at least 
I can make a salad for my fam-
ily. Maybe. 

EditorialEditorial
Random Thinks

Pleasant Ramblings • Mark Magnan
Is there some obscure 

law that states that furniture 
assembly instructions can’t 
make sense? I mean, some 
are not even clear as to what 
you should be doing. Oth-
ers are illustrations that re-
semble hieroglyphics from 
some undiscovered culture. 
Couple that with crude tools, 
or should I just say singular 
“tool” and poor quality fas-
teners, and it is a wonder 
that anyone ever succeeds 
in putting those flimsy desks 
together anyway. You might 
think that since these are 
marketed in the USA that 
someone from here might 
take a look at the directions 
and make a few helpful 
hints. I think they just send a 
letter to China asking for the 
only person in the area that 
has seen an English word to 
attempt to write a manual 
on how to put together the 
whatever-it-is and ship it 
sealed in a box to the states, 

as fast as possible.
Do you ever get to the 

bottom of a pill bottle, the 
pain pill type that you al-
ways take two of, and find 
only one pill left? Did they 
cheat me and not give me 
enough pills? Did I miss tak-
ing the second pill one day? 
Did I get lucky and get an 
extra pill? If so what do I 
do with the extra one since 
I always have to take two at 
a time? So many questions! 
For some of us that are very 
strict with their routines this 
is a serious issue and needs 
to be answered. We can’t 
have pill companies just 
throwing pills around hap-
hazardly.

How do you know if 
you run across an albino po-
lar bear?

Have you ever noticed 
that a tube of bad tasting 
toothpaste seems to last a 
very long time? I hate to 
throw away something that 

I paid for but after a few 
days of using the foul tasting 
toothpaste I am ready to take 
the loss.

Speaking of, can tooth-
paste manufacturers be more 
clear in how they label the 
flavors? We have truth in la-
beling laws, how come those 
don’t apply to toothpaste 
taste? It says “cool mint”, 
no, it is not cool, it is pep-
per mint, and pepper is not 
cool. Fresh mint, oh yeah, 
it is fresh because you spit it 
out and start with something 
else. In case you haven’t 
followed my flavor rants in 
the past, I do not like pep-
permint, hence my tirades 
on toothpaste flavors. I will 
brush my teeth longer with 
kerosene flavored tooth-
paste.

I see signs stating the 
height of an upcoming 
bridge on the highways. I 
thought we had load height 
restrictions for trucks. Per-

haps we need to put a big 
metal pipe across the high-
way about a half of an inch 
lower than the next bridge, 
that should take the math 
out of the guesswork on de-
termining if your truck will 
clear that opening. It would 
also be interesting for the 
tired drivers following the 
trucks; BOOM, “Hey, that 
guy ain’t gonna get under 
that there bridge...”

Have you ever seen the 
television ads for pet food? 
They show a nice looking 
whole chicken. Heck I have 
bought a chicken for me to 
eat that didn’t look that good. 
Do you really think they are 
buying premium poultry and 
grinding it up for your kitty 
or puppy? “Yo boss, this is a 
really good looking chicken, 
does it go to the grocery 
store or throw it in the pot 
for cat food?”

I drive by a pasture with 
a lot of cattle grazing and I 

see one cow all by herself 
over in a corner away from 
the rest of the herd. I wonder 
if she has found some really 
good grass and keeping it a 
secret or if for some reason 
she is an outcast from the 
other cows? I mean they 
tend to hang out with each 
other, being herd animals 
and all, so why is this one 
cow away from the others?

Back to pet food for a 
moment. The question has 
been asked before, why don’t 
we have mouse flavored cat 
food, but why don’t they 
make a roadkill dog food va-
riety, you know, “rancid ar-
madillo jerky”, “possum tail 
supreme”, “flat squirrel de-
light”, “striped ‘coon med-
ley”, “didn’t-make-it deer 

delicacy”, or “slow buzzard 
buffalo wing”?

Speaking of pets. I want 
to start a business that deals 
only in kittens and puppies. 
You know the cute stuff. 
They are so adorable that 
you don’t mind how annoy-
ing they can be with their an-
imal-like habits. When they 
grow out of that cute stage, I 
come and replace them with 
a newer version. I just need 
to find an outlet for the older 
annoying pets that I collect. 
Maybe I have a giant petting 
zoo with nothing but cats 
and dogs. I guess I can be 
a test farm for new pet food 
flavors.
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to raise a family,” said Hickland.
Hickland took the opportunity and started ad-

vocating for things that were affecting her kids with 
school. She has four children, two boys and two girls.

“I became involved with PTA. I went to school 
board meetings and met with administration. Then, 
as problems would arise, I would want to step in. I 
wanted to be an influence and to bring about solu-
tions. One thing led to another and I thought, ‘Well, 
I see a need and I can help with the support of my 
community.’ Nobody advocates, loves, and fights like 
a mom. I think the House benefits from having a mom 
representing,” Hickland said.

Hickland is active in the community and church. 
At the Crisis Pregnancy Center, she was a men-
tor, and helped connect pregnant women with re-
sources. She attended Baylor University and Bos-
ton University. She taught English in Mexico and 
is bilingual with Spanish as her second language. 
“Our homeschooled education will be a major issue 
for this session. The governor will call an emergency 
session for education which means we get to address 
it with legislation and come together and focus on it. 
That will be a good thing because it’s been conten-
tious and some sides are very passionate about it. So, 
to address that and get it behind us, I think, will be 

helpful. What we are hoping for is, what’s called an 
education savings account that would provide funding 
that follows the students much like a health savings 
account,” said Hickland.

“There have been talks about an education sav-
ings account for students for 30 years. We are trying 
to pass options that are available to families because 
not all children are the same.

“It’s not one size fits all. Anyone that’s a mom 
with more than one child recognize that each kid is 
different. What we have to focus on is what is the best 
education for the child and who gets to decide. Does 
the government get to decide or does the parent get to 
decide?”

The average funding from the state per student in 
public schools is over $15,000 per student per year. 
The bill that was proposed last session would allow 
for around $10,000 per student so there would be a 
fund of $10,000 where parents can direct those funds 
to verified vendors like an HSA for medical needs. 
That money never goes into anybody’s pocket or bank 
account, but parents get to use it for their children’s 
education. 

“This would help with private school tuition. It 
would be used for expenses like uniforms, but also for 
homeschool curriculum materials. We have a variation 

of ESAs right now with public schools in relation to 
special education. If your child is in a Texas public 
school right now, and they need a service at the public 
school, there is already an ESA. More of those chil-
dren have access to the services they need. It already 
exists; we just want to expand it to not just special ed-
ucation but all families,” said Hickland.public schools 
is over $15,000 per student per year. The bill that was 
proposed last session would allow for around $10,000 
per student so there would be a fund of $10,000 where 
parents can direct those funds to verified vendors like 
an HSA for medical needs. That money never goes 
into anybody’s pocket or bank account, but parents get 
to use it for their children’s education. 

“This would help with private school tuition. It 
would be used for expenses like uniforms, but also for 
homeschool curriculum materials. We have a variation 
of ESAs right now with public schools in relation to 
special education. If your child is in a Texas public 
school right now, and they need a service at the public 
school, there is already an ESA. More of those chil-
dren have access to the services they need. It already 
exists; we just want to expand it to not just special 
education but all families,” said Hickland.

Hickland -  From Page A2
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Belton’s hot-dog queen also assists elderly with chores
By David Stone 
The Belton Journal 

Jennifer Martin does 
more than make a mean 
hot dog. She also is a 
friend and companion to 
Belton’s senior citizen 
population by assisting 
with shopping, housekeep-
ing and much more.

Martin, the owner of 
Belton-based High 5 Hot 
Dogs since 2019, launched 
a new business this past 
summer. 

Olive Branch Errand 
Services serves as a per-
sonal assistant to those 
who need a hand buy-
ing groceries and getting 
things done around the 
house.

Yes, she still serves up 
mouth-watering Chicago 
dogs on a regular basis, 
and she plans on continu-
ing in her role as organizer 
of the Fourth of July Hot 
Dog Eating Contest, but 
her new job has already 

been a similar success. 
Olive Branch blends 

companionship, errands 
and friendship, and she 
has a growing number of 
clients who need and ap-
preciate her help.

“At Olive Branch Er-
rand Service, we under-
stand that the safety and 
well-being of the elderly 
go far beyond casual con-
versations or running er-
rands,” Martin said this 
week. “I saw a need with 
the elderly in our commu-
nity, and I thought I would 
extend an olive branch.”

Martin said she was 
contacted by a high school 
classmate who needed 
help caring for her moth-
er. The service spread by 
word of mouth and others 
sought her assistance.

“The needs vary,” she 
said. “I help with cook-
ing healthy meals, caring 
for pets, watering plants, 
playing games, baking, 

painting nails, but above 
all I make sure they are 
safe.”

“It goes beyond ca-
sual conversation and 
running errands,” Martin 

added. “We go shopping 
—some have groceries de-
livered, and I take some to 
stores such as Walmart or 
H-E-B. We also read and 
share books.”

“One critical concern 
is ensuring that seniors are 
equipped to contact some-
one in case of an emer-
gency,” she added. “Many 
elderly individuals may 

struggle with remember-
ing important phone num-
bers or navigating new 
phone technology, leaving 
them vulnerable during ur-
gent situations.”

“Beyond providing 
companionship, we ensure 
that seniors have emer-
gency contact numbers 
easily accessible and that 
they are familiar with their 
phones,” Martin said. 

“Whether it’s teaching 
them how to make a call on 
a new device, or establish-
ing a clear line of commu-
nication with neighbors or 
loved ones, Olive Branch 
is committed to their safe-
ty and peace of mind. We 
care because it’s not just 
about being present —It’s 
about empowering seniors 
to stay connected and safe 
at all times.”

Olive Branch Errand 
Service can be reached at 
olivebrancherrands@ya-
hoo.com.

Courtesy photo 
Jennifer Martin, the owner of Belton-based High 5 Hot Dogs, launched a new 
business this past summer. Olive Branch Errand Service helps senior citizens with 
their personal shopping and other needs. 

Akeiah Cipolla named principal 
of South Belton Middle School 

Special to the Journal

Akeiah Cipolla has 
been appointed as the princi-
pal of South Belton Middle 
School. 

With close to 13 years 
of experience in education, 
Cipolla brings a wealth of 
expertise to her new role. 
She began her career as 
an English Language Arts 
coach and teacher before 
transitioning into administra-
tive positions. 

Since December 2024, 
Cipolla has been serving as 
the interim principal, and 
prior to that, she held the role 

of assistant principal at the 
campus since May 2020.

“Akeiah Cipolla has 
demonstrated exceptional 
leadership and dedication to 

the success of South Bel-
ton Middle School,” said 
Ben Smith, Belton ISD Ex-
ecutive Director of Campus 
Leadership for Secondary 
Campuses. “Her experience, 
vision, and commitment to 
fostering a positive learning 
environment make her the 
ideal choice to lead the cam-
pus into the future.”

Cipolla holds a Bach-
elor of Arts in English Lit-
erature and Culture from 
Ellis University in Chicago, 
Illinois, and a Master of Arts 
in Educational Administra-
tion from San Angelo State 
University.

Akeiah Cipolla

Potts files for city council seat 
Special to the Journal 

On the first day of the candidate fil-
ing period, Luke Potts announced his 
candidacy and officially filed to run for 
the Belton City Council seat vacated by 
retiring Councilmember Wayne Carpen-
ter (Seat 6).

Potts issued the following statement: 
“As someone who has lived in Belton my 
entire life, I’ve been blessed to grow up 
in and contribute to this amazing commu-
nity. My children are the eighth genera-
tion of the Potts family to live in Belton. 
I’ve always enjoyed diving into opportu-
nities to make an impact here. It’s a place 
I deeply care about, and I’m ready to step 
up and serve in a new way.

“With my experience as an entrepre-
neur, problem-solver, and advocate for 
growth, I want to focus on keeping Bel-
ton thriving while preserving the heart 
and values that make it special. Whether 
it’s fostering responsible development, 
improving infrastructure, or addressing 
community concerns, I am ready to work 
hard for all of us.

“I look forward to connecting with 
Belton city residents in the coming weeks 
to hear your thoughts and share my vi-
sion. Together, we can build on the leg-
acy of this incredible town and create an 
even brighter future for the generations to 
come.

“There are huge shoes to fill with 
Wayne Carpenter stepping down from 
City Council, so I hope I can at least 
match the amount of heart and soul he 
gave to serving our town.”

Luke has been deeply involved in the 
Belton community for decades. Some of 
his recent local business endeavors have 
included starting the Woodhouse Spa at 
Nolan Creek, partnering in developing 
the MK&T Depot & the Katy in historic 

downtown Belton, and operating a local 
snow cone business. 

Luke currently serves on the city 
Planning and Zoning Commission. His 
experience in development and entre-
preneurship, city planning and zoning, 
and his active role in various community 
groups gives him valuable knowledge and 
perspective that he looks forward to uti-
lizing on the City Council. The 2025 Gen-
eral Election is scheduled for Saturday, 
May 3, 2025.

Luke graduated from Belton High 
School in 1998. He graduated from Texas 
A&M University and currently works for 
Cedar Crest Hospital as a Business Devel-
opment/Strategist. He served as the Chair 
of Military Relations for the Belton Area 
Chamber of Commerce. Was President 
of the Harker Heights Chamber of Com-
merce while working for Seton Medical 
Center in Harker Heights. He was named 
Citizen of the Year in 2019 by the Belton 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 

“I love Belton. When I hear the word, 
Belton, it makes me think about family 
and friends. We have great character and 
charm here,” said Luke. 

Courtesy Photo 
Luke Potts, pictured with his family, 
has filed to run for Belton City Council. 
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The popularity of pro-
fessional and college sports 
is undeniable. Various met-
rics, from ticket sales to 
data on how much is spent 
on team apparel, underscore 
that popularity. But there 
may be no greater measuring 
stick than television viewer-
ship, which tends to rise as 
the games grow more mean-
ingful. In fact, the National 
Football League reported 
that international viewership 
of the Super Bowl totaled 
62.5 million people in 2024. 
When added to the estimated 
123.4 million domestic view-
ers who tuned in to watch the 
league’s championship game, 
it’s evident that watching the 
big game is a big deal.

Game watches have be-
come a go-to way for fans 
to get together and take in 
the big game. The best game 
watches feature an assort-
ment of variables that com-
bine to make the viewing 
experience comfortable and 
engaging.

• Seating: Guests will 
need a comfortable place to 
sit during the game. Make 
sure the primary viewing 
space has enough seating to 
accommodate everyone on 
the guest list. If necessary, re-
arrange furniture so the most 
comfortable seats, includ-
ing couches and upholstered 
armchairs, are positioned so 
guests can see the television 
without having to crane their 
necks or sit awkwardly. Some 
padded folding chairs can 
then be brought in to provide 
additional seating.

• Multiple viewing ar-
eas: If lots of young children 
will be coming, consider 
creating a separate viewing 
space for youngsters, such as 
a playroom, basement or an-
other living space that can ac-
commodate the younger fans. 
In addition, consider setting 
up an outdoor viewing space 
if the weather allows. A fire 
pit and some comfortable 
outdoor furniture situated 
around an outdoor television 
or projector screen can ac-
commodate guests who want 
to watch the game under an 
open sky.

• Snacks: It’s not un-
common to order in for a 
game watch, and pizza and 
chicken wings are popular 
items to serve during the big 
game. But it’s equally impor-
tant to provide fellow fans 
with plenty of snacking op-
tions. Chips and dip, home-
made nachos with salsa, pret-
zels, and snacks for children 
should be part of the game 
day offerings. But don’t dis-
count nutritious snacks, ei-
ther. A vegetable tray with 
hummus can be offered to 
guests who want to enjoy the 
big game without overindulg-
ing in less nutritious fare.

• Drinks: Viewers who 
watch football regularly can 
be forgiven if they assume 
beer is an integral component 
of the game day viewing ex-
perience. While it’s common 
to provide some adult bever-
ages for guests at the game 
watch, hosts must recognize 
that local laws may con-
sider it their responsibility 
to ensure guests are not over 
served. So while it’s alright to 
provide alcoholic beverages 
to guests, it’s important that 
nonalcoholic alternatives, in-
cluding water, soda and juice, 
be made available as well.

• Tech: Of course, the 
viewing experience will be 
that much more enjoyable for 
hosts and guests with the lat-
est technology. A new televi-
sion with fast response times 
and a wide viewing angle can 
ensure the competitors on the 
field are viewed as clearly as 
possible and visible from all 
angles in the rooms where the 
game will be shown. Hosts 
who plan to set up outdoor 
viewing areas should take 
every step to reduce glare, 
particularly if the television 
outside is not designed for 
outdoor viewing. In addition 
to the television, new sound 
systems can make the game 
watch that much more im-
pressive.

Before inviting guests 
over for the big game, hosts 
can consider these variables 
to ensure the viewing experi-
ence is one fans won’t soon 
forget.

Must-have items for your 
next game watch party
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Lunch & Learn Event celebrates 
175 years of Bell County history

Special to the Journal 

On Wednesday, January 22, 
the Bell County Historical Com-
mission and Bell County Mu-
seum hosted a special Lunch & 
Learn event at the Salado Mu-
seum. The free event celebrated 
the 175th anniversary of Bell 
County.

This was the third Lunch & 
Learn event organized by the 
Historical Commission and Bell 
County Museum. 

It featured presentations 

from both museum director Cole-
man Hampton and Historical 
Commission Chair, Daniel Elder.

“It’s our third Lunch & 
Learn, and each one gets bigger.” 
Elder said. “This is our largest 
one, our best turnout.”

The lectures looked back not 
just on the last 175 years but also 
at the thousands of years that 
preceded the county’s creation.

“This place has a lot of his-
tory, dating all the way back 
20,000 years,” said Hampton.

Both organizations agree that 

there is plenty more history to 
explore.

“There are over 250 histor-
ic markers within this county, 
identifying subjects, activities, 
places, landmarks,” Elder said. 
“Each one of them is a story of 
its own.”

Other events celebrating the 
county’s 175th anniversary are 
currently being planned.

“This is the kickoff, the first 
day,” Hampton said. “It’s really 
exciting to kick off the anniver-
sary.”

Courtesy photo
Bell County Museum Director Coleman Hampton speaks at a recent lunch and learn.

January 16 fire 
displaces four 

Special to the Journal

Four Belton resi-
dents are displaced fol-
lowing a fire last Thurs-
day morning in the 300 
block of West Avenue A. 
Belton firefighters re-
ceived an emergency 
call at about 4:03 a.m. 
on Thursday, Janu-
ary 23, notifying them 

of a kitchen fire in an 
apartment unit. They 
responded and quickly 
extinguished the fire. 
No injuries were report-
ed, but one apartment 
unit received heavy fire 
damage. The Red Cross 
has been notified about 
the displaced individuals.

Courtesy photo
The Red Cross is assisting four individuals that 
were displaced in an early morning apartment fire 
in Belton. 
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Banquet -  From Page A1

ber President and CEO. “This annual 
tradition of honoring and thanking those 
who step up and go the extra mile is im-
portant for our community.” 

The evening also reflected on ma-
jor events of 2024, including the recov-
ery efforts following the May 22 storm. 
City staff, local businesses, and volun-
teers were acknowledged for stepping 
up to help their neighbors rebuild. 

Danny Dossman received the 2024 
Beltonian Award for his years of vol-
unteer work in the city. In addition to 
his career as a businessman, Dossman 
has been involved in several projects, 

including leading efforts for the Patriot 
Way Brick Walk. 

The 2024 Citizen of the Year Award 
went to Emilio Perales, a co-owner of 
Vista Real Estate and an Army veteran. 
Perales was recognized for his hands-on 
involvement in Chamber activities and 
dedication to local service. 

Karen Wheeler, a Relationship 
Banker with Extraco Banks, was hon-
ored as the 2024 Ambassador of the 
Year. Wheeler has been a long-standing 
member of the Chamber’s Ambassador 
program and has been a strong supporter 
of the Leadership Belton initiative. 

The Rising Star Award was present-
ed to Krista Snyder for her leadership in 
business and efforts to create new men-
torship opportunities for young profes-
sionals in Belton. 

For his dedication to veterans and 
the Chamber’s Military Relations Com-
mittee, Frank Minosky received the 
Legendary Impact Award for his long-
standing service and advocacy for those 
who served in the military. 

Three local businesses—Level 3 
Coworking and Event Center, KPA En-
gineers, and Emerson Construction—
were honored as the 2024 Businesses of 

the Year for their influence on the city’s 
economic growth. The banquet itself 
was held in a building constructed by 
Emerson, showing the company’s last-
ing impact on the community. 

The Chamber recognized Cross-
roads Church and KWTX Channel 10 as 
Community Partners for their involve-
ment in local events, including the an-
nual 4th of July Parade and Festival. 

For more information, visit the 
Chamber’s website at www.belton-
chamber.com or reach out via email at 
info@beltonchamber.com.

BELTON JOURNAL/DANIEL MOCTEZUMA 
ABOVE LEFT: Emilio Perales receives the Citizen of the Year Award. ABOVE MIDDLE: Representatives from Level 3 Coworking and Event Center accept the 
Business of the Year Award. FAR RIGHT: Karen Wheeler is honored as the Ambassador of the Year honor at the Belton Area Chamber of Commerce Annual 
Awards Banquet. 

Belton ISD recognized as a CTE District of Distinction by CTAT 
Special to the Journal

Belton ISD was recog-
nized as a CTE District of 
Distinction by the Career 
and Technical Association 
of Texas (CTAT). 

This prestigious award 
highlights districts that 
demonstrate leadership, 
innovation, and a commit-
ment to student success 
through high-quality Ca-
reer and Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) programs.

Superintendent Dr. 
Malinda Golden shared, 
“This recognition reflects 
the dedication of our edu-
cators, staff, and students. 
In Belton ISD, we are com-
mitted to providing future-
focused CTE programs that 
prepare students for suc-

cess in today’s workforce.”
Director of PK-12 

Career Readiness Denise 
Ayres added, “This honor 
highlights our excellence in 
CTE and opens new oppor-
tunities to collaborate with 
industry leaders, furthering 
our mission to prepare stu-
dents for a rapidly evolving 
economy.”

Belton ISD’s CTE pro-
grams thrive through inno-
vation, workforce partner-
ships, and a commitment 
to student achievement, 
providing real-world expe-
riences, specialized career 
pathways, and industry cer-
tifications for students.

This distinction cel-
ebrates Belton ISD as a 
model of excellence in 
CTE statewide.

Courtesy photo 
Belton ISD students learn trade skills as part of the district’s Career and Technical Education program.
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By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Liana Alyse Planz, a 
2022 graduate of Belton 
High School, is no strang-
er to breaking records and 
overcoming challenges. 

Known for her prow-
ess in the pool, Liana left 
her mark with school and 
club records in the 100-
yard butterfly, 200 butter-
fly, 100 freestyle and 200 
freestyle. 

Just weeks before 
embarking on her col-
legiate swimming career 
at Queens University of 
Charlotte, however, her 
life took a devastating 
turn.

On July 14, 2022, 
Planz was involved in 
a head-on collision that 
nearly ended her life. Air-
lifted to the nearest emer-
gency room, she suffered 
catastrophic injuries: a 
broken femur, broken 

back, shattered wrist, dual 
collapsed lungs, a pseu-
doaneurysm and a scalped 
head. 

Despite the heroic ef-
forts of veterans Rebecca 
Ryan and Rose Oliver 
and Salado firefighters, 
who combined to help 
save Planz’s life in the 
crashe’s immediate after-
math, doctors and loved 
ones were uncertain if she 
would fully recover, let 
alone swim.

The severity of her 
injuries forced Planz to 
postpone her plans to 
join the NCAA Division I 
swim team at Queens Uni-
versity, but her coaches 
and teammates, including 
her home Belton team, 
kept her in their hearts 
and held a spot for her.

During her recov-
ery, Planz enrolled at 
Temple Community Col-

See PLANZ, 
Page B3

Planz defies odds to 
continue swimming career

Lake sweeps the field at annual 
Andrew Billings Invitational

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Lake Belton traveled to the Waco 
University High School on Saturday 
for the annual Andrew Billings Invi-
tational, and the Broncos and Lady 
Broncos swept the field.

With four lifters emerging with 
gold medals, Lake Belton won the 
boys and girls team titles.

The Broncos were paced by 
Christian Morales and Cooper Ar-
nold, who won the 114-pound and 
132 weight classes, respectively. Mo-
rales had a 435 squat, 230 bench press 
and 415 deadlift to amass a total of 

1,080, while Arnold was first with a 
total of 1,020 (375-260-385).

Additionally, four more Broncos 
— Travellis Harrison (2nd, 198, 430-
255-500–1,185), Freddie Westbrook 
(2nd, 242, 480-285-440–1,205), Leo-
nel Castillo (3rd, 132, 315-200-315–
830) and Hunter Loraus (3rd, 308, 
480-285-435–1,200) — landed on the 
medal stand.

Accounting for the remainder of 
the team’s 35 points were Jax Holli-
man (4th, 165, 400-255-415–1,070), 
Evan Lozzatt (4th, 275, 455-355-
455–1,265) and Dylan Boyer (5th, 
181, 345-240-405–990).

Waco Midway (2nd, 29), Waco 

(3rd, 29) and Killeen Chaparral (4th, 
21) followed in the final standings.

In the girls division, the Lady 
Broncos (1st, 45) beat out Copperas 
Cove (2nd, 43), Belton (3rd, 25) and 
Temple (4th, 22).

Pacing the Lady Broncos were 
winners Catalina Esquival (97, 140-
95-175–410) and Scarlett Cotham 
(114, 235-145-275–655) and run-
ners-up Macie Solis (105, 210-115-
235–560), Moriah Rydberg (114, 
240-125-225), Tatum Vaughn (148, 
300-145-280–725), Aleyna Castor 
(181, 305-155-315–775) and Jaya 

See VPL, 
Page B3

Lake Belton boys’ basketball endures a rough week

Belton ISD swimmers have strong showing in district meets

By Tony Adams
The  Belton Journal

The Lake Belton Broncos took on 
the Belton Tigers, as they looked to im-
prove their standing in District 16-5A.

With the game being moved back a 
day due to inclement weather on Jan. 21 
closing schools, the teams had to wait 
until the following Wednesday to play.

Belton’s 11-point swing in the sec-
ond quarter helped prove the difference, 
as the Broncos fell to the Tigers, 73-59.

The teams were tied at 16-16 at 
the end of the first quarter. However, in 
the second quarter, the Tigers outscored 
Lake 25-14, and led at the half, 41-30.

Both teams scored 16 points in the 
third stanza and went into the fourth 
quarter with the Tigers holding a 57-46 
lead.

Mikey Lockett scored 20 points 
and hauled in 10 rebounds, and Kend-
rick Jones, Jr. added 16 points to lead 
the Broncos.

Ty Johnson scored 24 points, and 
Jay’dn Loggins added 18.

On Friday, the Broncos took on the 
Ellison Eagles in Killeen.

Ellison, always a tough district op-
ponent, displayed it again as they domi-
nated the Broncos in a 94-48 win.

On Tuesday, the Broncos hosted 
the Waco High Lions.

Lake Belton battled, but it was the 
Lions that came away with a 69-60 win. 

The loss put a dent in their playoff 
hopes in the second leg in their District 
16-5A schedule. The Broncos are 14-15 
overall, are at 1-5 and in fifth place with 
four games left in district play.

“It will be a tough road ahead, but 
we have to take one game at a time,” 
Lake Belton head coach Zane Johnston 
said. “We continue to battle learn with 
each game.”

Lake Belton hosts Chaparral on 
Friday, travels to Waco to take on Uni-
versity on Tuesday, will play at Belton 
on Feb. 7, and ends the regular season at 
home against Ellison on Feb. 11.

By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal

Belton ISD’s swim teams show-
cased all they have been working to-
ward this year at their district meets. 

Lake Belton, Belton, and Belton 
New Tech left everything they had in 
the water as they battled at their dis-
trict meets. 

Lake Belton High School deliv-
ered a historic performance at the Dis-
trict 22-5A meet, capturing the boys’ 
and girls’ team titles. The boys scored 
an impressive 206 points, while the 
girls scored 174.

“Our focus was on staying posi-
tive, sticking to our plan, and prepar-
ing for Regionals,” said head coach 
Natalie Hazlewood. “I’m incredibly 
proud of the hard work the athletes 
have put in this season.”

Junior David Stewart headlined 
the meet, winning the 100-yard free-
style with a time of 50.19. Senior 
Christine Kim earned victories in 
the 100-yard freestyle (54.98) and 
placed second in the 50-yard freestyle 
(25.01). Freshman Kieran Scott also 
shined, taking the top spot in the boys’ 
50-yard freestyle with a time of 24.78.

Lake Belton’s relay teams domi-
nated the competition, winning the 
boys’ and girls’ 400-yard freestyle 
and 200-yard freestyle relays. Their 
collective effort ensured that nearly 
every swimmer contributed to the 

team’s success, and 24 out of 25 
swimmers qualified for Regionals.

Belton High School made a 
strong showing at the District 22-5A 
meet, finishing second in the boys’ 
and girls’ divisions. The girls’ team 
accumulated 136 points, while the 
boys earned 104 points, securing their 
place as one of the top teams in the 
district.

Senior Lili Nelson led the charge 
for Belton, capturing the girls’ 200-
yard freestyle title with a time of 
2:01.92 and earning second place in 
the 500-yard freestyle (5:26.73). 

On the boys’ side, senior Addison 
Richardson earned second place in 
the 500-yard freestyle with a time of 
4:59.45, adding crucial points to the 
team’s tally.

Belton’s relay teams also made 
an impact. The girls’ 200-yard free-
style relay team took first place with 
a time of 1:49.12, while the boys’ 
400-yard freestyle relay team placed 
second.

At the District 13-4A meet, Bel-
ton New Tech High School delivered 
an impressive performance, finish-
ing second in the girls’ team stand-
ings and fourth in the boys’ division. 
Head coach Brett Ringgold lauded the 
team’s growth and adaptability: “We 
doubled the number of relays advanc-
ing to Regionals, and individual per-
formances improved dramatically.”

Freshman Miller Epperson stole 

the show with a victory in the girls’ 
500-yard freestyle, finishing with a 
time of 6:18.67. 

Classmate Niylah Nett also made 
waves, placing third in the 100-yard 
butterfly (1:08.69) and 200-yard indi-
vidual medley (2:32.28). 

“Niylah has set four team records 
as a freshman,” Ringgold said. “Her 
influence on our team’s culture and at-
titude has been exceptional.”

Sophomore teammates Jayden 
Stilley and Zayne Williford delivered 
solid performances in the boys’ divi-
sion, with Stilley finishing second in 
the 100-yard backstroke (1:05.09) 
and Williford placing fourth in the 
500-yard freestyle (5:31.80).

With the district championships 
in the rearview mirror, all three Bel-
ton ISD teams are now focused on 
Regionals, aiming to send swimmers 
to the State Championships.

 “The district meet sets the tone 
for the rest of the season,” said Ring-
gold. “We’ve focused on performing 
under pressure, and I’m excited to see 
how our swimmers rise to the occa-
sion.”

Belton ISD has firmly estab-
lished itself as a powerhouse in 
Central Texas swimming. Each 
high school’s contribution to the 
district’s success speaks to its tal-
ent, and with Regionals on the ho-
rizon, the district is poised to make 
an even bigger splash.

By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal

The Lake Belton Broncos and Bel-
ton Tigers wrestling teams are gearing 
up for one of the most pivotal weeks of 
their seasons as the district tournaments 
loom. 

With months of training, competi-
tions, and fine-tuning behind them, both 
squads are ready to leave their mark on 
the mat in their first seasons.

For the Lake Belton Broncos, 
district week is what they have been 
building toward all season. Their junior 
varsity squad kicks off the action on 
Monday at Belton High School, with 

weigh-ins at 8 a.m. and matches begin-
ning at 9 a.m. 

Varsity will then take center 
stage on Wednesday at Burleson High 
School. The top four finishers in each 
weight class will secure spots at the 
upcoming regional tournament in Ad-
dison. A fifth-place finish will earn a 
wrestler an alternate place.

Even those who take early losses 
can fight for a regional berth with a 
wrestle-back system. The Broncos want 
to establish themselves as a force within 
the district, emphasizing strong funda-
mentals.

The Belton Tigers are heading into 
district competition with momentum 

and confidence. 
Head coach George Clark believes 

his team has what it takes to compete 
for a top-three team finish.

“Our team has been working hard 
lately, and we’re just trying to put the 
polish on our final product with district 
coming up,” Clark said. “The kids have 
bought in and are working their tails 
off.”

Belton’s boys’ team recently tied 
for fourth at a strong tournament show-
ing, and the girls’ team had multiple 
wrestlers in contention for bronze med-

Wrestlers face pivitol week ahead of district meet

See WRESTLING, 
Page B3
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Sports Briefs

Lake Belton girls shutout Hillsboro, score 12 of their own

Lake Belton girls’ basketball 
enters stretch run in third place

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Players for the annual Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes 
Super CenTex Victory Bowl will 
be announced at a press confer-
ence Sunday, and a number of 
Belton ISD athletes are expected 
to be on the list. 

The event will be held at 
Waco’s Highland Baptist Church 
Life Center, beginning at 1:30 
p.m.

Consisting of multiple all-
star games for graduating seniors, 
the Victory Bowl brings together 
athletes from 100 high schools 
across a dozen Central Texas 
counties.

This will be the 17th year 
the football game has been in 

existence, while the volleyball 
match will be played for a 12th 
year. The baseball and softball 
games are entering their ninth 
seasons and the basketball games 
are turning four years old. 

Along with the games, 
athletes spend several days in 
Waco for practices, fellowship, 
community service and other fun 
team-building activities.

The basketball games begin 
the three days of competition 
and will be held at Fairfield High 
School on May 29 with baseball 
and softball games occurring the 
following evening at Belton’s 
Mary Hardin-Baylor. On May 
31, the football game will be 
played at Waco ISD Stadium, 
and the volleyball match caps off 
the event that afternoon at Waco 

University High School.

SOCCER
Belton and Lake Belton kick 

off their District 16-5A schedules 
on Friday.

Looking to earn a seventh 
consecutive league champion-
ship, the Lady Tigers open by 
hosting Killeen Ellison, while the 
Tigers travel to play the Eagles. 

Lake Belton will play 
Killeen Chaparral with the boys 
playing at home and the girls go-
ing on the road. 

All four matches are set to 
begin at 7:15 p.m.

None of the teams will play 
on Tuesday with their schedules 
resuming Feb. 7 against one 
another. Lake Belton will be the 
host of the girls match, and the 

boys will play at Belton. 

GOLF
Belton senior Chase Aggers 

finished third individually at the 
Lampasas Spring Invitational on 
Monday, shooting a 75 at Han-
cock Park Golf Club.

A total of 120 players com-
peted at the event. 

The Tigers begin their spring 
schedule in full on Feb. 28, when 
they travel for the Waco ISD 
Spring Invitational.

BELTON ISD 
TRACK & FIELD

The Belton ISD schedules 
for the upcoming season were re-
cently released, and their opening 
meets are rapidly approaching.

Lake Belton opens at the 

Killeen ISD Relays on Feb. 7 
before traveling to the College 
Station A&M Consolidated Tiger 
Relays the following week. 

Lake Belton will also take 
part in the annual Big Red Relays 
hosted by Belton on March 1, 
and it conducts the Bronco Re-
lays at home March 20.

The District 16-5A meet 
will be April 2-3 at Belton High 
School with the area meet taking 
place at Lake Belton on April 10. 
The regional meet and state meet 
are scheduled for April 18 and 
May 2, respectively.

The Tigers and Lady Tigers 
open their schedule Feb. 14 at 
the China Spring Relays and 
competes at Copperas Cove on 
Feb. 22 before hosting the Big 
Red Relays. 

ByAries Ramos
Belton Journal

The Lake Belton Bron-
cos girls’ soccer team deliv-
ered an incredible perfor-
mance in their most recent 
game, dismantling the Hill-
sboro Eagles with a 12-0 
victory that showcased their 
offensive firepower, precise 
passing, and relentless pres-
sure in the box.

The Broncos wasted no 
time asserting their domi-
nance, jumping out to a 6-0 
lead in the first half. With 
sharp movement off the ball 
and pinpoint lead passes, 
Lake Belton consistently 
broke through the Hillsboro 
defense, creating a flurry of 
scoring opportunities.

As the half progressed, 
the Broncos found another 
gear, scoring three goals 
in a stunning three-minute 
span just before the halftime 
whistle. The offensive surge 
sent the team into the break 
with a 9-0 advantage.

Despite their over-
whelming lead, the Broncos 
maintained their focus and 
intensity in the second half. 
Head coach Jamie Tibbetts 
kept the team grounded by 
shifting their focus to pos-
sessive play and fine-tuning 
details.

“At the half, I gave 
them different things to 
work on rather than just 
scoring. Possessive goals  
and reminding them of the 
little things we need to do to 

improve will help us further 
into the district and in the 
postseason.”

The Broncos scored 
three more goals in the 
second half, bringing their 
total to 12. They continued 
to dominate possession and 
control the tempo. Their 
ability to move fluidly off 
the ball and deliver accurate 
lead passes into the attack-
ing third was a standout fac-
tor in their success.

After the game, Coach 
Tibbetts] praised the team’s 
effort and execution. 
“This week in practice, we 
worked on speeding up the 
game and improving our 
movement off the ball,” 
the coach said. “I thought 
they did a great job of that 

tonight.”
The Broncos’ ability 

to consistently find their 
targets with lead passes 
was a key difference in the 
match.

“Getting yourself 
into the attacking third 
and setting up chances is 

so important,” the coach 
explained. “We did that 
well tonight and also had a 
lot of numbers in the box 
ready to finish.”

With the dominant 
win over Hillsboro, the 
Lake Belton Broncos con-
tinue to build confidence 

and refine their play as 
they move closer to dis-
trict competition. If they 
maintain their ability to 
combine crisp passing 
with relentless pressure in 
the box, the Broncos look 
poised for a successful 
postseason run.

By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

The Lake Belton girls’ 
basketball team had a rare 
three-game district set this 
past week.

The King twins com-
bined for 16 points and 
seven steals, and Natalie Mal-
donado added 13 points as the 
Broncos outlasted the Belton 
Tigers to start the second half 
of District 16-5A play, 47-30.

The game was delayed 
to Wednesday because of in-
clement weather that closed 
Belton ISD on Jan. 21.

The Broncos led 17-5 af-
ter the first quarter and had a 
29-11 lead at the half.

Belton made some ad-

justments at the half but could 
not cut into the deficit.

On Friday, Lake Belton 
traveled to Ellison to take on 
the Eagles.

Ellison’s stout defense 
overcame a tough first quar-
ter, as they kept the Broncos 
offense in the corral in a 39-
31 win over Lake.

The Broncos outscored 
the Eagles in the first quarter, 
13-12. However, the Eagles 
turned up the defense and 
took a 19-18 lead into the 
third quarter.

Lake scored ten points 
in the third quarter, but only 
mustered three points in the 
final quarter as Ellison took 
home the win.

Alexa King logged 11 

points, and Natalie Maldo-
nado added ten.

On Tuesday, the Bron-
cos traveled to Lions Gym-
nasium to take on Waco 
High.

The Broncos battled 
it out with homestanding 
Lions, but Waco upend-
ed Lake late, 57-53. The 
loss dropped the Broncos 
to 5-3 in District 16-5A 
play, with a tough road 
test against Chaparral on 
Friday and regular-season 
ending contest against 
Waco University at Bron-
co Gymnasium.

“It was tough loss, but 
we have to keep working,” 
Lake Belton head coach 
Tiffney Barnes said. 
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Put your tax 
refund to 

work

It’s that time of year 
when tax refunds are 
going out. If you get a 
refund this year, how 
can you make the best 
use of it?

The answer depends 
somewhat on the size 
of your refund. Last 
year, the average 
refund was $3,050, ac-
cording to the Internal 
Revenue Service.

But regardless of how 
big your refund is, look 
for the ways it can help 
your financial situation.

For starters, you could 
use your refund to help 
fund your IRA. You 
still have until April 15, 
2025, to contribute to 
your IRA for the 2024 
tax year, but if you’ve 

already put in the full 
amount, you can start 
on 2025 contributions.
If you have children 
or grandchildren, you 
could use some of your 
refund to help fund a 
tax-advantaged 529 
education savings plan.

Another possibility is 
to use the refund to 
pay down some of your 
debts. You could try 
to pay off the smallest 
debts as soon as pos-
sible or, alternatively, 
tackle the debts that 
carry the highest inter-
est rates.

It’s not often that you 
receive a financial 
windfall like a tax 
refund — so think care-
fully about how you can 
maximize its benefits.

This Article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones 

Financial Advisor

Scot Hrbacek, CFP     Financial Advisor®
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Belton
FAIR. Water stained; 

45 degrees; 2.49 feet below 
pool. The cold snap cooled 
Lake Belton down even fur-
ther from 51 degrees to the 
mid 40s. Fish are still using 
the same locations as before 
the cold, but the fi sh are now 
moving more slowly, chasing 
shorter distances, and require 
a change in tactics and more 
importantly, a change in ex-
pectations. Catch rates will fall 
as the water temperature falls. 
Those whites and hybrids 
on bottom features are best 
targeted with a white Blad-
ed Hazy Eye Slab in ⅝-3/4 
ounce. Drop the lure to bottom 
and then slowly lift it upwards 
4-6 feet while observing on 
2D or forward facing sonar for 
a follow, or snap-jig with it. To 
catch fi sh seen on side-imag-
ing, cast a 1/2 ounce jighead 
with white curl-tail grub and 
work it back with a sawtooth 
retrieve. Those whites and hy-
brids which are suspended and 
roaming after shad are best 
targeted using a deadstick tac-
tic with a 1½ ounce or heavi-
er jighead and 2-3.5 inch soft 
plastic fl uke-style bodies ori-
ented horizontally. Again 2D 
or forward facing sonar will 
help anglers position the bait 
just inches above these fi sh. 
Fish will rise and strike once; 
a solid, instant hookset is a 
must. Rods with extra fast tips 
will help with all of these tac-
tics. Birds will continue to be 
helpful in fi nding both kinds of 
white bass and hybrid. Report 
by Bob Maindelle, Holding 
the Line Guide Service. Cat-
fi sh are fair. Blue catfi sh can 
be found along river ledges in 
10 to 20 ft of water. Trolling at 
slower speeds with fresh cut 
shad has worked best. 

Stillhouse
FAIR. Water stained; 

45 degrees; 2.72 feet be-
low pool. The cold snap 
cooled Lake Belton down 
even further from 51 de-
grees to the mid 40s. Fish 
are still using the same lo-
cations as before the cold, 
but the fi sh are now mov-
ing more slowly, chasing 
shorter distances, and re-
quire a change in tactics 
and more importantly, a 
change in expectations. 
Catch rates will fall as the 
water temperature falls. 
Those whites and hybrids 
on bottom features are best 
targeted with a white Blad-
ed Hazy Eye Slab in ⅝-3/4 
ounce. Drop the lure to 
bottom and then slowly lift 
it upwards 4-6 feet while 
observing on 2D or for-
ward facing sonar for a fol-
low, or snap-jig with it. To 
catch fi sh seen on side-im-
aging, cast a 1/2 ounce jig-
head with white curl-tail 
grub and work it back with 
a sawtooth retrieve. Those 
whites and hybrids which 
are suspended and roaming 
after shad are best target-
ed using a deadstick tactic 
with a 1½ ounce or heavier 
jighead and 2-3 inch soft 
plastic fl uke-style bod-
ies oriented horizontally. 
Again 2D or forward fac-
ing sonar will help anglers 
position the bait just inch-
es above these fi sh. Fish 
will rise and strike once; 
a solid, instant hookset is 
a must. Rods with extra 
fast tips will help with all 
of these tactics. Birds will 
continue to be helpful in 
fi nding both kinds of white 
bass and hybrid. Report by 
Bob Maindelle, Holding 
the Line Guide Service.

FISHING REPORTlege and slowly began rebuilding 
her strength. After three months 
of healing, she returned to the Roy 
and Jean Potts Belton Swim Center, 
starting with floating exercises. 

From floating to treading wa-
ter and eventually swimming again, 
Planz defied the odds. 

Within six months of her acci-
dent, she competed at the sectional 
meet in February 2023. Though 
she didn’t achieve her pre-accident 
times, she proved her resilience and 
determination by finishing strong.

In the fall of 2023, only a year 
after the accident, Queens Uni-
versity welcomed Planz with open 
arms. She resumed her Division I 
swimming career determined to 
push through the lingering pain and 
setbacks. 

Representing her grandfather’s 
homeland of American Samoa, 
Planz competed at the World Cham-
pionships in Budapest, earning an 
American Samoa record in the

100 butterfly and 100 freestyle. 
Her journey inspired many, in-

cluding American Samoa officials 
Erika Radewagen and Congress-
woman Aumua Amata Coleman 
Radewagen, who supported her en-
deavors.

Now, Planz has her sights set 
on the future. 

She is preparing to compete in 
the 2025 World Championships in 
Singapore and the Pacific Games 
in Palau. Her next ultimate journey 
is representing American Samoa at 

the 2028 Olympics in Los Angeles.
Planz’s story is one of courage, 

perseverance and gratitude. She 
credits her family, friends, coaches 
and supporters for believing in her 
when the road seemed insurmount-

able.
From surviving a near-fatal ac-

cident to achieving international 
swimming success, Planz embodies 
the spirit of a true champion—one 
stroke at a time

Planz  -  From Page B1

Lisenbe (220, 365-225-
325–915).

Abigail Rydberg (3rd, 
148, 250-170-295–715), 
Emma Schulz (4th, 105, 
195-130-220–545) and Jaz-
zell Jenkins (5th, 220, 225-
140-245–610) rounded out 
Lake Belton’s score, while 
teammate Isalei Simpson 
(6th, 242+, 270-145-265–
680) just missed out on 
scoring points. 

The Lady Tigers’ total 
was constructed by Anahi 
Perez (1st, 198, 275-160-
250–685), Melissa Farmer 
(1st, 242, 300-175-325–
800), Katelyn Bailey (2nd, 
97, 135-75-160–370), Ga-
briela Magana Avila (3rd, 
181, 280-150-280–710), 

Briley Campbell (4th, 114, 
205-110-230–545) and 
Byonka Donaldson (5th, 
242+, 295-165-305–765).

Rachel Truitt (165, 
240-125-215–580) was 
sixth for Belton. 

The Tigers were sev-
enth with 17 points thanks 
to Daniel Ariana (1st, 
123, 410-250-420–1,080), 
Logan Rick’s (1st, 165, 
500-285-485–1,270) and 
Thomas Morten (3rd, 181, 
430-285-400–1,115).

Also in the 181 weight 
class, Jaden Lopez-Rodri-
guez (330-230-375–935) 
was sixth.

The performance 
comes just days after the 
Lady Broncos (3rd, 24) 

and Lady Tigers (4th, 22) 
placed consecutively at the 
Cameron Yoe Invitational.

For the Lady Broncos, 
Avery Park (1st, 198, 285-
140-285–710) collected the 
team’s only gold medal, 
while Julie He (1st, 123, 
220-135-260–615) and 
Kennedy Weston (1st, 181, 
255-160-280–695) were 
winners for Belton. 

Troy won the team title 
with 72 points, and Thrall 
(28) was a distant second.

Troy (1st, 56) also 
easily won the boys team 
championship, beating out 
Cameron Yoe (2nd, 37), 
Thrall (3rd, 20) and Little 
River Academy (4th, 17).

Behind Corbin Whit-

man (1st, 123, 275-170-
265–710), the Tigers were 
fifth with 15 points.

Lake Belton was sev-
enth (11) as Damian Wil-
des won the 308 weight 
class with a 255-190-325–
770 total.

Belton anreturns to 
action Feb. 6, when the Ti-
gers and Lady Tigers travel 
to Copperas Cove, 

VPL  -  From Page B1

als. 
Standouts include Izzy 

Avila, who captured first 
place at 215 pounds and im-
proved to 25-5 on the season, 
and Gabriela Magana, who 
placed third and now holds an 
11-7 record.

Clark highlighted his 
team’s dominance in the neu-
tral position, crediting their fo-
cus on standing technique and 
conditioning. 

“We have worked hard 
at dominating the stand-up, 
and our kids have done a great 
job,” he said. “Now, we must 
keep improving our condition-
ing and playing a top game.”

As a first-year program, 
the Tigers have already ac-
complished several mile-
stones. 

Jacob U’ren set a team 
record for the fastest pin at 
nine seconds, while Avila now 
holds the program’s single-
season wins record with 25. 
With an entire girls’ roster 
and some young talent step-
ping into varsity roles on the 
boys’ side, the team’s lineup is 
evolving at just the right time.

Both teams know that 
district week is where sea-
sons are defined. The Tigers 
and Broncos recently played 
a head-to-head dual, but now 
all eyes are on the larger goal: 
punching as many tickets to 
Regionals as possible.

Belton’s game plan is 
simple. 

 “Don’t be outworked 

and keep moving constantly,” 
Clark emphasized. Focusing 
on conditioning and refining 
their top wrestling position, 
the Tigers believe they are 
primed for a strong showing.

The Broncos, mean-
while, are embracing their 

opportunity to cement them-
selves as a rising program in 
Central Texas. They want to 
make a statement at Burleson 
with a young and motivated 
roster and prove they belong 
among the district’s elite.

Wrestling  -  From Page B1
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254-541-1100
LAURA GOLDEN-LUEDEKE

REALTOR®

254-760-8447

Top Producing Agent 
for over 20 years

SALADO - Discover elegance and comfort in this meticulously craft-
ed 3389 sqft custom-built home. With 4 bedrooms and 3 baths, the spa-
cious interior offers a seamless flow between its open-concept living 
spaces. Modern amenities and luxurious finishes grace every corner, 
while the serene backyard oasis provides a perfect retreat. This res-
idence harmoniously combines architectural sophistication with con-
temporary living, promising a lifestyle of refined beauty.
ACREAGE From the Starry Nights to the City Lights this one-of-
a-kind Texas Ranch is under 30 minutes to Waco & 1.5 hrs to Aus-
tin! Approx 29 acres with views over Leon River/Lake Belton! 3,000+ 
square ft custom home you must see to appreciate. Enjoy the fabulous 
chef’s kitchen and large family room both with panoramic views. Take 
family game night to a whole new level with wet bar and full bath with 
separate entrance for possible future pool. Huge covered back porch to 
see the magnificent Texas night sky and enjoy cool nights by the custom 
fireplace. Everything is bigger and better in Texas and it is clear to see 
why when you see this amazing ranch!
NEW CONSTRUCTION! Beautiful rock and brick home situated 
on 1/2 acre in the newly developed Deer Grove subdivision in Belton 
ISD. The open floor plan features 3 bedrooms and 2 bath, a pop-up 
ceiling in the family room as well as a corner fireplace as a focal point. 
Large open kitchen with beautiful cabinets and granite! A formal din-
ing and breakfast area plus office. A generous master suite with large 
walk in closet as well as nice sized secondary bedrooms. Large covered 
porch, perfect for relaxing or entertaining with your friends and fam-
ily. As if that is not enough - the home has been pre-wired for a home 
generator.
SALADO -- **Sellers are offering a 2-year home warranty to include 
pool and septic coverage!** Beautiful custom home with pool to cool 
off in the Texas summer heat and an oversized backyard to enjoy! This 
home is located in Salado ISD - features a split floorplan with 4 bed-
rooms (2 secondary are oversized), 3 bath, formal dining and eat-in 
breakfast area with luxury vinyl flooring throughout. The kitchen is 
open to the breakfast and living areas making it great for entertain-
ing. Oversized, insulated garage. All interior walls insulated for sound 
and exterior walls are fully insulated making this very energy efficient! 
Great location with easy access to I-35, Belton, Temple, and Austin.
BELTON ISD - Charming home with a nice front porch, 2 bedrooms, 
one bath and lots of storage. Living area could be used as a meeting 
room. Lot features a beautiful mature tree in the front yard, fully fenced 
yard, and several out buildings. Excellent location with many possibil-
ities! Adjacent properties are also listed for sale and could make this an 
amazing commercial property
THE ESCARPMENT is a legendary neighborhood, and the per-
fect setting for this gorgeous residence. Just minutes from Stillhouse 
Hollow Lake, this gated home sits on over an acre and includes a spar-
kling pool, garden area and a 30x40 building that is insulated. Enjoy 
the abundance of windows throughout the home and especially in the 
breakfast area while watching nature. A gourmet island kitchen is a 
chef’s dream with an loads of countertop space with attached breakfast 
area. The master suite is an exceptional space with room to make a sit-
ting area and you can enjoy the sunroom just off the suite. The property 
has beautiful shaded areas, native Texas plants and fruit trees to enjoy 
throughout the year. As a bonus enjoy the wildlife that passes by in the 
extended yard outside the fence. 
Exceptional property featuring a 3800+ sqft home sitting on 84 fully 
fenced AG exempt acres with stock tank and views for miles!

Texas law requires all real estate licensees to give the following information about 
brokerage services to prospective buyers, tenants, sellers and landlords.   

http://iabs.gocov.com/Laura.pdf

GIVE US A CALL!

MCGUIRE TIRE
is looking to hire automotive tire/lube tech. 

Apply in person 103 Lake Road in Belton, or 603 
South First in Temple. Pay based on experience

TFN

MAMA BEAR PET CARE
Hilda, Excellent References All Pets, (254) 

721-2266, We specialize in pet sit, pet board, pet 
walk & pet walking  exercises. Call or text for a 
meet and greet 11.28-02.05pd

CAUSE NO. 24CPB00602

IN THE ESTATE OF JOSEPH CHARLES 
ALSOP JR. DECEASED 

IN THE COUNTY COURT AT LAW NO. 1 
BELL COUNTY, TEXAS 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of 

Testamentary for the Estate of Joseph Charles Al-
sop Jr, Deceased, were issued on September 30th, 
2024 in Cause No. 24CPB00602 in the County 
Court At Law of Bell County, Texas, to: April Al-
sop, Independent Administrator. 

All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are required 
to present them to the undersigned within the time 
and in the manner prescribed by law. 

DATED the 27th day of January, 2025 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Lane Heginbotham, HARRIS LAW OFFICE, 

425 North Eighth Street, Killeen, Texas 76541, 
Phone (254) 526-0108, Fax (254) 526-7141, 

Lane Heginbotham, State Bar No.: 24000323, 
E-mail: lane@centexlawyers.net
01.30

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION-PARENT 

AND CHILD
To: Any Unknown Father and All Whom It 

May Concern, Respondents, in the hereinafter-
styled and -numbered cause: You have been sued. 
You may employ an attorney. If you or your attor-
ney do not file a written answer with the clerk who 
issued this citation by 10 a.m. on the Monday next 
following the expiration of 20 days after you were 
served this citation and petition, a default judgment 
may be taken against you. The Amended Petition 
of the Texas Department of Family and Protective 
Services, Petitioner, was filed in the 146th Judicial 
District Court of Bell County, Texas, on November 
22, 2024, against Chloe Hill and Unknown Father, 
Respondent(s), numbered 24DFAM349902, and 
entitled “In the Interest of CAYSEN DAVIS, minor 
child.” The suit requests to terminate the parent-
child relationships and/or to appoint a managing 
conservator of the child. The date and place of 
birth of the child who is the subject of the suit 
is: CAYSEN DAVIS, DOB: December 15, 2018, 
Place of birth: Texas 

The court has authority in this suit to render an 
order in the child’s interest that will be binding on 
you, including the termination of the parent-child 
relationship, the determination of paternity, and 
the appointment of a conservator with authority to 
consent to the child’s adoption. 

The name and address of the attorney for plain-
tiff is Susan Parker, Bell County Attorney’s Office, 
P.O. Box 1127, Belton, TX 76513 

Issued and given under my hand and seal of the 
Court at Belton, Texas, this the 24th day of January 

2025 
Joanna Staton, District Clerk of Bell County, 

Texas 1201 Huey Road, P.O. Box 909, Belton, TX 
76513 

By: C. Rodriguez, Deputy.
01.30

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 24CPB00791

To: UNKNOWN HEIRS 
LYNDA FENN, Applicant, on January 23, 

2025, filed a first amended application for indepen-
dent administration and letters of administration 
and application to determine heirship in a proceed-
ing styled: MELBA RUTH IMPSON, Deceased, 
and bearing the number 24CPB00791 in the 
County Court of Bell County, Texas. 

The court will hear the aforesaid Application 
after the expiration of ten days, exclusive of the 
day of publication, from the date this citation is 
published which will be January 30, 2025, in the 
County Court at Law #1 Courtroom, at the Bell 
County Justice Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in 
Belton, Texas. 

All persons interested in the aforesaid estate 
are commanded to appear at or before the time 
set for said hearing by filing a written contest or 
answer to said application should they desire to 
oppose or contest it. 

Said written contest or answer shall be filed in 
the office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, Bell 
County, Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, Texas 76513. 

The name and address of the attorney for appli-

cant is: 
DAN CORBIN, CORBIN  STAPLER & 

CLAPPER PC, 603 N 8TH, KILLEEN TX 76541 
The officer serving this Citation shall, in 

compliance with the Law, serve it by publication 
once in a newspaper of the general circulation in 
this, the County in which the decedent last resided 
as required by Section 202.052 of the Texas Estate 
Code, for not less than ten days before the return 
day hereof, exclusive of the day of publication, and 
the date of publication said newspaper bears shall 
be the day of publication. 

Issued and given under my hand and seal of 
said Court at office on January 24, 2025. 

Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road, Belton, TX 
76513 

By: Sophia Nieto Deputy 
01.30

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION-PARENT 

AND CHILD
To: Eduardo Gonzales, any Unknown Father 

and All Whom It May Concern, Respondents, in 
the hereinafter-styled and -numbered cause: 

You have been sued. You may employ an attor-
ney. If you or your attorney do not file a written an-
swer with the clerk who issued this citation by 10 
a.m. on the Monday next following the expiration 
of 20 days after you were served this citation and 
petition, a default judgment may be taken against 
you. The Original Petition of the Texas Department 
of Family and Protective Services, Petitioner, was 
filed in the 146th Judicial District Court of Bell 
County, Texas, on June 12, 2024, against Deagi 
Goolsby and Eduardo Gonzales, Respondent(s), 
numbered 24DFAM346818, and entitled “In the 
Interest of LAELYNN SMITH, minor child.” The 
suit requests to terminate the parent-child relation-
ships and/or to appoint a managing conservator of 
the child. The date and place of birth of the child 
who is the subject of the suit is: 

LAELYNN SMITH, DOB: May 22, 2019, 
Place of birth: Unknown 

The court has authority in this suit to render an 
order in the child’s interest that will be binding on 
you, including the termination of the parent-child 
relationship, the determination of paternity, and 
the appointment of a conservator with authority to 
consent to the child’s adoption. 

The name and address of the attorney for 
plaintiff is Jennine Cintron, Bell County Attorney’s 
Office, P.O. Box 1127, Belton, TX 76513 

Issued and given under my hand and seal of 
the Court at Belton, Texas, this the 24th day of 

January 2025 
Joanna Staton, District Clerk of Bell County, 

Texas ,1201 Huey Road, P.O. Box 909, Belton, TX 
76513  By: C. Rodriguez, Deputy

01.30

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 

of Administration for the Estate of BENJAMIN 
LUND, Deceased, were issued on January 15, 
2025, in Cause No. 24CPB00546, pending in the 
County Court at Law No. 1 of Bell County, Texas, 
to: BETH LUND. 

All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are required 
to present them to the undersigned within the time 
and in the manner prescribed by law. 

c/o: DANIEL A. CORBIN Attorney at Law, 
603 North 8th Street, Killeen, TX 76541 

DATED the 23rd day of Jan 2025. 

EMPLOYMENT

LEGALS

Your home or land could be one 
of your largest investments. 

We would be honored to
 represent you in this important 

transaction. 

We KNOW Belton!
GoCov.com

(254) 939-3800

LEGALS



Thursday, January 30, 2025														              B5THE BELTON JOURNAL

CORBIN, STAPLER & CLAPPER, PC, 603 
North 8th Street, 

Killeen, TX 76541, Tel: (254) 526-4523 ,Fax: 
(254) 526-6711 

By: Ashley Clapper
DANIEL A. CORBIN, State Bar No. 

04814300 ,JAMES BERRY STAPLER, State Bar 
No. 24013557, 

ASHLEY CLAPPER ,State Bar No. 
24076317, Legal@CorbinLegalTeam.com Attor-
ney for BETH LUND 

01.30

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS

AGAINST THE ESTATE OF ARMANDO 
CAVAZOS, III

Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
of Administration for the Estate of ARMANDO 
CAVAZOS, III were issued on January 22, 2025, 
in Cause No. 24CPB00456, in the County Court of 
Bell County, Texas to DORINA ARAMANDA. 

Claims may be presented in care of the Execu-
trix of the Estate addressed as follows: 

DORINA ARAMANDA Estate of ARMAN-
DO CAVAZOS, III 13625 Sunshine Rd., 

Holland, Texas 76324 
All persons having claims against this Estate 

which is currently being administered are required 
to present them within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law. 

DATED this 22 day of JANUARY 2025.  
ESTATE OF ARMANDO CAVAZOS, III, DE-
CEASED 

By: PAT MCGOWAN Attorney for the Execu-
trix 

01.30

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 25CPB00035

To: UNKNOWN HEIRS 
CHERRY LAGUERTA BURCH, Applicant, 

on January 21, 2025, filed an application for 
independent administration and letters of adminis-
tration and application to determine heirship in a 
proceeding styled: TRAVIS WILLIAM BURCH, 

Deceased, and bearing the number 25CPB00035 in 
the County Court of Bell County, Texas. 

The court will hear the aforesaid Application 
after the expiration of ten days, exclusive of the 
day of publication, from the date this citation is 
published which will be January 30, 2025, in the 
County Court at Law #1 Courtroom, at the Bell 
County Justice Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in 
Belton, Texas. 

All persons interested in the aforesaid estate 
are commanded to appear at or before the time 
set for said hearing by filing a written contest or 
answer to said application should they desire to 
oppose or contest it. 

Said written contest or answer shall be filed in 
the office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, Bell 
County, Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, Texas 76513. 

The name and address of the attorney for ap-
plicant is: 

MARY LINDLEY-WILEY, 100 W CENTEX 
EXPWY STE 302, HARKER HEIGHTS TX 
76548 

The officer serving this Citation shall, in 
compliance with the Law, serve it by publication 
once in a newspaper of the general circulation in 
this, the County in which the decedent last resided 
as required by Section 202.052 of the Texas Estate 
Code, for not less than ten days before the return 
day hereof, exclusive of the day of publication, 
and the date of publication said newspaper bears 
shall be the day of publication. 

Issued and given under my hand and seal of 
said Court at office on January 21, 2025. 

Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road, Belton, TX 
76513 

By: Sophia Nieto Deputy 
01.30

 NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 

Testamentary for the Estate of Margarie Mae 
Niekamp, Deceased, were issued on January 13. 
2025, in Case No. 24CPB00801, pending in the 
County Court at Law No. 1 in Bell County, Texas, 
to: Janie Lorraine Coakley 

The address of the Independent Executor is in 

Bell County, Texas: Janie Lorraine Coakley, 
c/o William T. Wilson, P. O. Box 427 Temple, 

TX 76503 
All persons having claims against this Estate 

which is currently being administered are required 
to present them within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law. 

DATED the 24th day of January, 2025. 
Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM T. WIL-

SON ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW, 
LTD. P. O. Box 427, Temple, Texas 76503-0427, 
(254) 771-5885 Telephone, (254) 771-5887, 
Facsimile ATTORNEY FOR THE ESTATE, WIL-
LIAM T.WILSON, State Bar No. 21734000 

01.30

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
MAURICE LLOYD ROMEO, DECEASED

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF BELL 
COUNTY, TEXAS 

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS AGAINST THE ESTATE OF MAU-

RICE LLOYD ROMEO, DECEASED 
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of 

Administration for the Estate of Maurice Lloyd  
Romeo, deceased, were issued on the 22nd day of 
January, 2025 in Cause No. 24CPB00418,  pend-
ing in the County Court of Bell County, Texas to 
VALARIE ROMEO. The claims may be  presented 
in care of the attorney for the estate addressed as 
follows:  VALARIE ROMEO, Independent Ad-
ministrator 

c/o Smith & Bratcher, P.C. ,P.O. Box 21473, 
Waco, Texas 76702-1473 

All persons having claims against the estate 
which is currently being administered are  required 
to present them within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law. 

DATED this 23rd day of January, 2025. 
Respectfully submitted, 
SMITH & BRATCHER, P.C., P.O. Box 21473, 

Waco, Texas, 76702-1473 ,(254) 751-0044, 
(254) 751-0049 (FAX) 
By: SAMUEL T. KINSLOW ,State Bar No. 

11490300
01.30

LEGALSLEGALS LEGALS



TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting the Take Me Home 
Program, aimed at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home 
after getting lost. The program is a database with photos and personal information to help 
police officers find someone who is lost or wandered away from home. Take Me Home is de-
signed for individuals who may need additional aid including those with Dementia, Autism or 
specific mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept confidential 
to first responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  
Read more about the program here: https://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.
php.
Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating suicide, press option 1 
for assistance with military/veteran population. 
Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home inva-
sion, abduction or domestic violence or physically incapable. Providing location, city name 
and nature of the emergency in the first message is imperative. For further education on this 
service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 
Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton 
Police Dept.  to join.
Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police 
and community partnerships. Apply online to be a part 
of this exciting program.
Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop 
scammers from stealing your money and personal information. Share the information with 
your loved ones & Slam the Scam! Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips. 
Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement 
Center, 4235 E. US HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays 6-8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers 
discuss and help each other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

Pistons on the Creek will meet every 3rd Friday 5:30 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Great Food, Live Music, and Awesome Rides. Come down to Nolan Creek 
and show off your ride, classic, modern, muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automo-
tive enthusiasts are welcome! Support our awesome downtown businesses 
and restaurants with some great atmosphere, music, food and drinks!

Bell Fine Arts. Visitors welcome Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at 306 E th Ave. Belton. Majong games are available every Monyday, 1:00  
p.m.to 4:00 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. For more informa-
tion text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets at 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays at the Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in 
Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in crochet.  All skill levels 
are welcome.  The CGOA is also welcoming teens ages 16 - 18 to participate 
during the summer months every Wednesday.  Since March members have 
been crocheting shawls to donate to local charities.  The donation is planned 
for the middle of June, 2024. For information email Betty Reichert at bet-
tyreichert@yahoo.com, or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.
com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of the Crochet Guild of 
America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America.  Visit 
www.crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the 
third Saturdays at 10:00 in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main. Join 
us to hear from local and state candidates and about important issues and 
events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 
10-month program focuses on three key elements: community awareness 
training, leadership training, and team building. Do you have someone ready 
to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to 
make that difference.  For more information on how to participate, contact 
the chamber at 254-939-3551 or e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

CERT Course Essential Emergency Preparedness Training. DATE 
SPAN: EVERY THURSDAY FOR 8 WEEKS. Dates: September 5, 12, 
19, 26 and October 3, 10,17, 24. Time: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Skills Day 
Oct. 26th, Saturday Time: 9:00am to 1:00pm. Location:.Harris Community 
Center, 401 N Alexander St., Belton. For more information visit allevents.in/
belton/cert-course.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activi-
ties Center presents Composting for the Homeowner: How and Where to use 
it in your Landscape&quot; on Thursday, September 5 from 6 to 7:30 P.M. 
at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights. 
Certified Master Gardener, Glenn Melton will discuss how you can make
compost from materials readily available at home. He will also discuss 
various uses of compost in landscape beds and you will learn how it bene-
fits the entire lawn or garden. Class Limit:  50 Please register at https://bit.
ly/4fbcXln. Registration opens on Thursday, August 15 at 8:00 a.m.. Please 
email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerheights.gov or call 254-953-5465 if 
you have any questions.

Soggy Doggy Day hosted by Belton Parks & Recreation. Pups help end the 
Splash Pad Season in Belton. Right after Harris Community Park’s Splash 
Pad closes to humans for the season, we fence it off and let dogs in! This 
year’s Soggy Doggy Day will be Saturday, September 7, 2024. Visit belton-
texas.gov for more information. 

Belton High School Class of 1974 will celebrate its 50th Class Reunion on 
Saturday, September 7, 2024 at Summers Mill Convention Center located 
at 7441 FM 1123 in Belton TX, begining at 6:00 p.m.  (The event is casual 
dress. Also, no open bar, BYOB.)  Invites and RSVPs will be mailed out the 
first week of June, with RSVPs to be returned no later than July 15th, please. 
Social Visit on Friday evening, Sept 6th prior to the Reunion, starting at 
6:00pm at Dead Fish Grille (the old Franks Lakeview Inn) located at 2207 
Lake Road in Belton. For more information, please feel free to call or text 
one of the following: Janis (Coufal) Anderson  (210) 391-3877, Rita Aguilar 
(512) 579-7406, or Cindy (Bounds) Gilleland (254) 931-2600.

40 Year High School Reunion Celebration! We are all so excited to cele-
brate with you on Saturday, September 7, 2024, 5:30 - 10:00 p.m.  *Doors 
open at 4:00 p.m.   You are welcome to come early at the Harris Commu-
nity Center, 401 N Alexander St in Belton. Dress is party casual (no shorts) 
Dinner will be fajitas with all the fixings and sides.  Catered by our very 
own, Tracy Johnson! Desserts will be provided as well. Entertainment will 
be towards the end of the evening. We will enjoy live music by our own very 
talented and gifted Classmates. This is a BYOB event with some restrictions. 
Feel free to bring your own beverages of choice. We will provide plenty of 
water and tea. In order to prepare, we are asking you to please send in your 
RSVP as soon as possible. Email us at BeltonTigers1984@gmail.com. All 
Classmates are welcome!  Please be sure to get in touch with old friends, 
and share with them.

Trump 2024 Boat Parade Lake Belton, Tx on September 7, 2024 at 3:00 
p.m., Belton Lake Dam. Boats arrive at 1:00 p.m. Grass roots community 
Trump support boat parade organized by local neighbors and boaters. All 
spectators and boaters are welcom. No registration and admission is free. 
The 2020 TRUMP Boat Parade on Lake Belton hosted 700 boats, with 
hundreds of spectators lining the route. This event will emphasize citizen 
political participatio, peaceful assembly and boating safety. Watch from the 
shore, display flags, wear brighly colored tees or decorate your boat and join 
us. For more information visit facebook.com/events/s/trump-2024-boat-pa-
rade-lake-be/1205318200821134/. 

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Rainwa-
ter Harvesting Barrel Workshop” on Saturday, September 7 from 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 
1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener’s Teri Marceau and 
Randy Thompson will be providing educational information on Rainwater 
Harvesting followed by a class on how to build your own rain barrel to take 
home after workshop. Class Limit: Rain Barrels (food grade) included with 
cost of class: 15 available (one barrel per family, 2 family members, age 
10 and up. Fee: $60. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, August 30 or when sold out.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) will meet both on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10th and Sept. 24th  at 6:30pm at the Temple VA Hospital. Use the 
entrance on the Valet parking side of the hospital and take the elevator to the 
5th floor -Conference Room 5G31. Both care-givers, supporters and those 
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suffering from mental illness are welcome to join us for mutual support and sharing of infor-
mation .  For more information, call 254-771-3638.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be holding its monthly evening Herb Study
Group on Thursday, September 12 at 6 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension 
Office, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. This month’s topic is “All About Thyme”. No registration 
required. Please plan to join us.

BATTLEGROUND EXPO @ SENDERO SHOOTING SPORTS, 3360 W Hwy 190, 
Belton, Texas, September 13 through September 15. This event will be FREE for ALL AGES! 
Special Guest(s), Cosplayers, Artists, Vendor Tables, Games, Prizes, Food Trucks, and more! 
A weekend-long event that you won’t want to miss!!! Guests and more info TBA soon! We 
are currently accepting Vendor Table Reservations, as well as Sponsorships for the event.
For details visit: https://battlegroundcollectibles.com/expo/.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on Workshop
“Propagation-Creating New Plants for Free” on Saturday, September 14 from A.M. 12
at P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main
St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener Dave Slaughter will provide you with an
understanding of how plants grow and reproduce and using that information to create
new plants. The educational class will focus on multiple propagation techniques such
as stem and leaf cutting, layering, division and much more. Class Limit: 25. Fee: $25. Regis-
ter at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 6 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be conducting a free “Iris Swap” on Tues-
day, September 17 from 11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA
Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. You are invited to bring Iris bulbs from your
home to share or stop by and get some Iris’ to get started. Hope to see you at the Iris
Swap.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activities Center 
presents “Vegetable Gardening in Central Texas” on Tuesday, September 17, from 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights.  Certified 
Master Gardener, Dave Slaughter will discuss the challenges and opportunities of vegetable 
gardening in Central Texas plus a conversation discussion the difference of spring and fall 
vegetable gardening. Class Limit: 50. Please register at https://bit.ly/4g1dRBm. Registration 
opens on Thursday, August 27 at 8:00 a.m. Please email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerhe-
ights.gov  or call 254-953-5465 if you have any questions.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving
Workshop” on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife
Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master
Gardener, Tracy Brown will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save
you money! You will also get an opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring
your work gloves and come learn how to save seeds. Class Limit: 24, Fee: $20. Register at 
bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving Workshop” 
on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, 
BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener, Tracy Brown 
will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save you money! You will also get an 
opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring your work gloves and come learn how 
to save seeds. Class Limit: 24 Fee: $20. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

8th Annual Belton’s Bacon, Blues, & Brews Festival! Featuring Live Entertainment, Art & 
Craft Vendors, Adult Beverages, Pig Calling Contest, and a Bacon Cook-Off Between Local 
Food Trucks. Friday, Sept 27th: 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm and Sat,. Sept 28th: 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Downtown Belton: 101 E Central Ave. LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY The Damn Topedoes - 
Tom Petty Tribute Band ZZ TEX - ZZ Top Tribute Band Seger System - Ultimate Bob Seger 
Tribute Band. 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s Bell County on Saturday, October 5, Belton and surrounding area 
residents will join the fight against Alzheimer’s at the This year’s Walk will be held at Liberty 
Park at 700 Veteran’s Way Dr. in Belton, with the ceremony beginning at 9.a.m. As one of 75 
chapters of the Alzheimer’s Association, the Capital of Texas Chapter provides information, 
education and support to people with Alzheimer’s and other dementias, their families and 
caregivers. For more information, visit alz.org/texascapital.

2nd Annual Lions on the Leon on Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Join the 
fun at 1502 Park Avenue, Belton for the Wacky Boat Race and Captain “D” Dash Fun Run/
Walk. To sign up and for more information visit beltonlionsclub.com.

 J.A.I.L. Ministry Banquet scheduled for Thursday, October 10:00, 2024,, 6:00 p.m., at 
Cadence Bank Center in Belton, Tx.with Guest Speaker, Byron R. Johnson. Byron Johnson 
is Distinguished Professor of the Social Sciences at Baylor University and is the founding 
director of the Baylor Institute for Studies of Religion (ISR). He is the author of more than 
200 journal articles, monographs, and books. He is recognized as a leading authority on the 
scientific study of religion, the efficacy of faith-based organizations, and criminal justice. The 
event will highlight the ministry’s 2024 accomplishments and its impact on the Bell County 
Justice System. Sponsorships and tickets to the banquet are available by visiting www.jailm-
in.org/banquet.

Community Information
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TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting the Take Me Home Program, aimed 
at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home after getting lost. The program is a 
database with photos and personal information to help police officers find someone who is lost or wandered 
away from home. Take Me Home is designed for individuals who may need additional aid including those 
with Dementia, Autism or specific mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept 
confidential to first responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  Read 
more about the program here: https://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.php.

Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating suicide, press option 1 for assistance 
with military/veteran population. 

Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home invasion, abduction or 
domestic violence or physically incapable. Providing location, city name and nature of the emergency in the 
first message is imperative. For further education on this service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 

Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton Police Dept. to join.

Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police and community partnerships. Apply 
online to be a part of this exciting program.

Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop scammers from 
stealing your money and personal information. Share the information with your loved ones & Slam the Scam! 
Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips. 

Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement Center, 4235 E. US 
HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers discuss and help each 
other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

Newcomers Club Activities

CAC announces 2025 concert lineups
Here’s a look at the 2025 Texas Music Series:

MARCIA BALL PIANORAMA — Feb. 8 
Grammy nominated keyboardist Marcia Ball assembles some of her favorite fellow piano 
players for a one-of-a-kind show she calls Pianorama.
LITTLE JOE HERNANDEZ Y LA FAMILIA — Feb. 22
Temple legend and five-time Grammy winner Little Joe Hernandez y La Familia is one of 
the most popular Tex-Mex bands in the industry.
Described as the King of Brown Sound, Little Joe helped pioneer Tejano music, a mix of 
traditional norteno music and country, blues and rock styles.
THE TEXAS TENORS — March 30  
Emmy award-winning classical crossover, the trio was formed in 2009 by country singer 
JC Fisher, pop singer Marcus Collins and opera singer John Hagen.
They were a top four finalist in the fourth season of America’s Got Talent, making them 
the highest-ranking vocal group in the show’s history.
SHAWN COLVIN — May 16 
In the 30 years since the release of her debut album, Colvin has won three Grammy 
Awards, released 13 albums, written a critically-acclaimed memoir, maintained a non-
stop national and international touring schedule, appeared on countless TV and radio 
shows, had her songs featured in major movies, and created a remarkable canon of work.
RUTHIE FOSTER JAZZ BAND — July 12  
With five Grammy nominations to her name, Ruthie Foster stands as a testament to the 
power of authenticity and resilience in music. Her soulful melodies, heartfelt lyrics and 
an unwavering commitment to her art inspire audiences and fellow musicians as she 
continues to carve a path uniquely her own.
AN CLIBURN FINALIST CLAYTON STEPHENSON — Oct. 18  
American pianist Clayton Stephenson’s love for music is immediately apparent in his joy-
ous charisma onstage, expressive power and natural ease at the instrument.
ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL — Nov. 8
Founded in 1970, Asleep at the Wheel has been part of the American roots music land-
scape for more than 50 years. 
SHINYRIBS — Dec. 6
Shinyribs, a regular visitor to the CAC, defies genres as a melting pot of Texas blues, 
New Orleans funk, horn-driven Memphis soul, country twang, border music, big band 
swing and roots-rock. The 2025 CTOS Classic Music Series includes four big shows.

Swedish Death Sip & Shop presents their first fundraiser of 2025 on January 31 from 
5-8 p.m. at Tirzah in Beloton. Beautiful vintage jewlery, handbags and sunglasses. All pro-
ceeds will benefit Eldred’s Nursery. For more information contact Berlin at 626-708-3498.

The Cultural Activities Center in Temple has announced lineups for its two 
premier music series, and visiting bands will include Los Lonely Boys, Asleep at 
the Wheel and the wildly popular Shinyribs. 2025 will usher in new music in both 
the Texas Music Series and the Central Texas Orchestral Society’s Classical Music 
Series. Some old friends will be making return engagements in Temple, and many 
new performers also will be playing the CAC stage. For more information, please 
visit https://www.cacarts.org/events. Be on the lookout for the full 2025 Texas 
Music Series lineup in next weeks edition of the newspaper.

On Friday, February 7, the Bell County Area Parkinson’s Support Group 
(BAPS) West group will meet at 2:30. Members and others interested in under-
standing more about Parkinson’s Disease are welcome to attend at no cost. The 
meeting location is the Killeen Senior Center in Lions Club Park, 1700 E. Stan 
Schlueter Loop. Contact Gayle for more information at 254.718.4197 or gaylein-
belton@gmail.com.

The Bell County Master Gardeners and the Temple Public Library Garden 
Club presents “Herbs 101” on Saturday, February 8 at 2 p.m. at the Temple 
Public Library, 100 W. Adams, Temple. Certified Master Gardener, Tracy Brown 
will discuss how Central Texas has a unique climate that allows for a diverse range 
of herbs that have culinary and aromatic uses.  She will provide a brief overview 
of some popular herbs you can grow in Central Texas.  We would like to invite you 
to attend the “Herbal Bath Blends” demonstration immediately following the sem-
inar.  Must be registered to attend the demonstration. The class limit is 15. Please 
register for demonstration at bit.ly/TPLAdultRegistration. For any questions, 
please contact Norma Kramer, Temple Public Library, 254-298-5555

The Bell County Master Gardeners and Troy Chamber of Commerce Lunch 
and Learn presents “Roses in the Landscape”, Friday, February 14 from 12 to 
1 P.M. at the Troy Community Center, 201 E. Main St., Troy.   Certified Master 
Gardener’s Carol Morisette and Jan Upchurch will discuss types of roses, when to 
plant, prune, how to propagate and perform maintenance.  They will also discuss 
Rosette disease. the class limit is 50. Register at KTBTroy@gmail.com  or contact 
Gaby Warlick at 254-400-7345. Please bring your own lunch and drink of your 
choice. 

Aspen Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteers Needed Listed here are many 
ways you can help make a difference for our hospice patients. You can provide 
companionship, listen to music, read, reminisce, play games, cards, checkers, paint 
nails, apply makeup, curl hair or take them on walks. Please visit aspenhealthcare.
net or call 512-856-5668 for more information.

Bell County Historical Commission holds their meetings on the fourth Monday 
of every month at 6 p.m. in the historical Bell County Court House, 101 E. Central 
Ave in Belton. Join us in our vision of preserving and promoting Bell County’s 
rich historical heritage for current and future generations. We are dedicated to 
initiating and conducting programs that preserve and celebrate the county’s historic 
cultural resources in alignment with state laws governing historical preservation 
in Texas. Our community resources consist of a research room, book repository, 
cemetery information, historical markers and monument records. Our services 
include information on historic preservation, educational programming, history 
community outreach and partnerships. We welcome you to come join other history 
minded folks and get involved by serving on one of our committees that consist of 
preservation, cemetery, markers and education. To volunteer or for more informa-
tion  please visit historicalcommission@bellcounty.texas.gov, call 254-933-5917 
or go by their office located in the historic Bell County Courthouse, 101 E. Central 
Ave., RM 117.
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Pistons on the Creek will meet every third Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Come down to Nolan 
Creek and show off your rides. From classic to modern, muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automotive enthu-
siasts are welcome. Support our awesome downtown businesses and restaurants surrounded by live 
music, food, drinks and a great atmosphere.

Bell Fine Arts Visitors welcome Wednesday’s from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 306 E th Ave in Belton. Ma-
jong games are available every Monday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. 
For more information text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Wednesdays at 
the Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in Belton. The group is open to anyone interest-
ed in crochet. All skill levels are welcome. For information email Betty Reichert at bettyreichert@
yahoo.com or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.com. Anyone interested in joining the 
local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of 
America. Visit www.crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the third Saturday of each 
month at 10 a.m. in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main in Belton. Join us to hear from local 
and state candidates and about important issues and events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 10-month program fo-
cuses on three key elements: community awareness training, leadership training, and team building. 
Do you have someone ready to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here 
to make that difference. For more information on how to participate, contact the chamber at 254-939-
3551 or e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

Engage & Empower with BISD Belton ISD believes the learning experiences of our students are 
enhanced through the engagement of our community. We invite parents and community members to 
get involved in our schools. Register as a volunteer with our new volunteer and partnership system at 
the following link: https://beltonisd.ezcommunicator.net/edu/beltonisd/login_form.aspx?app=0.

Community InformationCommunity Information

February
2/03: Chat ‘n Canasta
2/04: Footloose Singles; Singing 
Bluebonnets
2/05: Monthly Luncheon; Popcorn 
Bridge
2/08: Couples Night Out
2/09: Bookworms
2/10: Singing Bluebonnets
2/14: TGIF
2/15: Exploring Wines
2/17: Snack Time MahJongg
2/18: Bunco
2/19: Popcorn Bridge
2/20: Nonfiction Book Club; Meet & 
Greet Coffee
2/21: Trail Blazers Walking Group
2/22: Jimmy’s Egg
2/24: Well -Read Women; Monday 
Canasta
2/25: Singing Bluebonnets
2/26: Fun Lunch

March
3/03: Chat ‘N’ Canaasta
3/04: Footloose Singles

3/05: Monthly Luncheon; Popcorn 
Bridge
3/06: 42, Dominoes
3/08: Couples Night Out
3/10: Bookworms
3/11: Singing Bluebonnets
3/13:  42, Dominoes
3/14: TGIF
3/15: Exploring Wines
3/17: Snack Time MahJong
3/18: Bunco
3/19 Popcorn Bridge
3/20: Nonfiction book Club; Meet 
and Greet Coffee; 42, Dominoes
3/21: Trail Blazers Walking Group
3/22: Jimmy’s Egg
3/24: Well -Read Women; Canasta
3/25: singing Bluebonnets
3/26: Fun Lunch; Crochet and Knit
3/27: 42, Dominoes
To join or for more information, 
please call: Mary Pringle (760)265-
5035 or email at: pringlem@msn.
com. Visit the website: www.bell-
countynewcomers.com.

Opening in November!NOW OPEN
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WE MAKE SURE YOU  EXPERIENCE THE BEST &  FASTEST SERVICE. WE MAKE SURE YOU  EXPERIENCE THE BEST &  FASTEST SERVICE. 

1010 S MAIN ST.(254) 939-51321010 S MAIN ST.(254) 939-5132

FAMILY OWNED & FAMILY OWNED & 
OPERATED SINCE 1945OPERATED SINCE 1945

Normanbuildingmaterials.comNormanbuildingmaterials.com

BuildingBuilding
Materials Materials 

ToolsToolsPlumbing Plumbing HardwareHardwareMillworkMillwork

Meet Your Local Realtor

2101 W. AVENUE M • TEMPLE, TEXAS 76504

STAAS PLUMBING COMPANY, INC.
REPUTATION BUILT ON SERVICE

KEN STAAS
778-2575

M-12173

PRAYER.

LOVE.

ACCEPTANCE.

GRACE.

GARAGE
5225 SOUTH 31ST S TREET 

T EMPLE , T EXAS 76502
774-7510

 General Auto Repair & 

Maintenance

Adrian’s

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 
Motorcycles • Forklifts • Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 
Motorcycles • Forklifts • Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

 Jerry Graves TACLA21562E 
310 E. Central Ave.• 254-877-2628

7604 WOODWAY DR. WACO - 254-772-8042
www.airctrl.com

5515 TAYLORS VALLEY RD. TEMPLE - 254-933-8030

Financing & Trade-Ins Available

Texas State License: TACLA13736C (Temple) & TACLA23614C (Waco)

6173 W. Adams Ave. • Ste. C-201 • Temple, TX 
templeattorney@sbcglobal.net • www.popelkalaw.com

Drew Popelka
 Attorney - CPA

Popelka Law Firm, PLLC

today, tomorrow, the future

Residential & Commercial

1200 East FM 2410 • Harker Heights

(254) 698-8751 • 939-5665

Readers
Choice

M-36617

For All 
Your 

Plumbing 
Needs• Commercial/Residential

• New Construction & Remodels
• Sewer lines & Camera Services

NAGY
PLUMBING

254-760-9334

Frank Turner, Jr. & Employees

MONTEITH
Abstract &Title Co.
Home Owned Since 1876

106 South East St. • 939-5791

Mc Gregor Welding Supply Co
Welding Equipment and Supplies

110 S. Wheat Rd. Belton TX 76513
(254) 933-9353

Mon - Fri: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 7:30 am - 12:00 pm

774.5500 | Belton | extracobanks.com

I-35 Exit 294B   |   778-4285
www.DonRingler.com

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

BELTON/
MORGAN’S POINT RESORT

Agape Christian Center 
321 N. Penelope ~ 254.939.WORD
Anchor of Hope Fellowship
5700 F.M. 439 ~ 254.721.6514
Belton Christian Church
9425 W FM ~ 436 254.939.1172
Belton Church of Christ
3003 N. Main ~ 254.939.1816
Belton Church of God in Christ
1122 W. 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.1697
Belton First Assembly of God 
500 S. IH-35 ~ 254.933.2803
Belton Lighthouse 
1001 NE Loop 121 ~ 254.654.7278
Belton Nazarene Church
1701 Sparta Rd ~ 254.939.3404
Bethel A.M.E. Church 
401 S. Davis St. ~ 254.939.6090
Central Texas Cathedral 
Worship Center
700 S. Main Street ~ 254.831.3064
Christ Bible Baptist Church
1590 Jack Rabbit Rd ~ 254.939.9247
Christ the King Catholic Church
310 E. 24th Ave. ~ 254.939.0806
Christian Tabernacle Apostolic UPC 
1010 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.3464
Cornerstone Community Church 
5081 Dog Ridge Rd ~ 254.721.8250
Crossroads Church 
500 South I-35 ~ 254.939.2122
Dominion Life Chapel 
105 Green Briar St. ~ 254.563.0472
Elm Grove Baptist Church
6388 Elm Grove Rd. ~ 254.933.8127
Family Gospel Church 
2210 Holland Rd. ~ 254.721.0707
Fellowship Baptist Church
2025 Morgan’s Point Rd ~ 
254.780.2388
First Baptist Church Belton
506 N. Main St. ~ 254.933.3391
First Christian Church of Belton
306 E. 5th Fccbelton.com
First Mexican Baptist Church
703 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.6900
First Presbyterian Church of Belton 
2500 Church Street ~ 254.939.2115
First United Methodist Church
205 E. 3rd Ave. ~ 254.939.5703
Free Pentecostal Church of Jesus
1111 Cacti Lane ~ 254.933.8201

Freedom Bible Fellowship
308 W. Ave. D ~ 254.933.3310
Holy Temple of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Inc. 
519 S. Pearl St. ~ 254.613.4591
Hope Community Church
507 Mitchell St. ~ 254.933.8222
Hope Tabernacle
202 E. 1st Ave. ~ 254.933.8222
Iglesia de Cristo
3303 N. Main ~ 254.939.6910
Immanuel Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church 
1215 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.0824
Keys Valley Baptist Church
4393 W. US Hwy. 190 ~ 
254.939.1650
Lakeview Baptist Church
7717 N Hwy. 317 ~ 254.780.1884
Liberty Church
302 E. Central Ave. ~ 254.933.7107
Liberty in Christ Church
2520 N. Main ~ 254.939.3337
Miller Heights Baptist Church
1400 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.1835
Ministerios Vida
2020 S. IH-35 ~ 254.624.8015
Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
218 Alexander St. ~ 254.939.5621
New Life Fellowship 
706 E. 4th. ~ 254.939.8011
Nolan Valley Baptist Church
13206 W. FM 93~ 254.721.5998
Pentecostal Church of  Jesus Christ
117 N. Birdwell St. ~ 254.939.0822
Redeemer Reformed  Baptist
505 E. Ave C. www.RRBC1689.com
Temple Vision de lo Alto
4357 Orchard Hill ~ 254.563.1231
Trinity Full Gospel 
810 East 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.7673
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
1726 Morgan’s Point Rd. ~ 
254.778.8034

TEMPLE
1st Christian Church of Temple
300 N 5th St ~ (254) 773-9061
Christ Episcopal Church
and School 
300 N. Main St. ~ 254.773.1657
Christian Life Church 
4343 West FM 93 ~ 254.939.2626
Covenant Lutheran Church
4202 Hickory Rd. ~ 254.733.7718

First Baptist Church
8015 West Adams Ave. ~ 
254.773.6866
First Methodist Church GMC
102 N. 2nd Temple. TX 
~254.773.7992
First Presbyterian Church Temple
12 West French ~ 254.773.3407
Foundation Church
10701 W. Adams ~ 254.780.9673
Grace Baptist Church 
740 Jayline Drive ~ 254.773.1401 
Grace Comm. Primitive Baptist 
3111 N. 3rd St ~ 254.774.8192
Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S 57th ~ 254.773.2134
Harvest Church 
2501 General Bruce Dr. ~ 
254.780.3566
Immanuel Lutheran Church
2109 W. Ave H ~ 254.773.3898
Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd. ~ 
254.939.0682
New Hope Church of God
2005 W. Ave D., Suite D. ~ 
254.742.2181
St. Francis Episcopal & School 
5001 Hickory ~ 254.733.4255
St. Luke’s Catholic Church
2807 Oakdale Dr. ~ 254.773.1561
St. Mary’s Catholic Church
1018 S 7th St. ~ 254.773.4541
Taylors Valley Baptist Church
2497 W. FM 93 ~ 254.939.0503
Temple Bible Church 
3205 Oakview Drive ~ 254.778.3233
First Church of the Nazarene
5000 S. 31st ~ 254.773.3744
The Redeemed Christian Church of 
God Salvation Center 
405 Van Dyke Drive, Suite 403A ~ 
469-348-1475
Unity Church of Temple 
318 N. 2nd ~ 254.770.0070
Vineyard Christian Fellowship
7425 W Adams Ave. ~ 254.778.2802
Vista Community Church
7051 Stonehollow Dr. Sundays 8:30, 
10, 11:30 a.m., 5 p.m.
www.thevista.tv ~ 254.774.7992
Wildwood Baptist Church
5195 Cedar Creek Rd. ~ 
254.773.3177
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(254) 939-6700

*Open 7 Days a Week*
“Bring your own tools”

4497 W. Hwy. 190 • Belton

BudgetBudget

We Pay Top 
Dollar for Junk Cars!
We Can Haul it Too!

Cash$$ $$

B U S I N E S SB U S I N E S S

254-231-0583

2607 N. Main St. 
In front of 
Belton HEB

Pack Your Bags 
And Head On 
Over....      

Make an 

appointment at 

254.939.5823

BeltonSmallAnimalClinic.Com

We’re proud to provide full pet 
boarding/daycare services for dogs 
and cats, in addition to our regular, 
full-service medical services.

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Sweet Strands by Candy is 
located at Haute Seat Salon 
at 830 FM 2271 Highway in 
Belton. Abreu offers a variety 
of services including haircuts, 
perms, updos, and make up. 
Her specialties are vibrant, fun 
colors like pink and purple, as 
well as blonding, and cre-
ative styling. Appointments 
are available Monday through 
Thursday from 9:00 am to 
8:00 pm, Fridays 2:30 pm to 
8:00 pm, Saturdays 9:00 am to 
6:00 pm. The salon is closed 
on Sundays.

“I began my education in 
2013, and when I returned to 
the industry, it was import-
ant for me to show my two 
kids that it’s never too late 
to pursue their passion and 
go back to school,” shared 
Abreau. After completing her 
training, she was back behind 
the chair for two years.

Abreu has been at the Haute 
Seat Salon since March of 
this year. Originally from 
Hillsboro, she lived in Temple 
for 20 years and has been in 
Belton for the last 10 years. 

“I made a lot of mistakes 
along the way, but those 
experiences have pushed me 

to be independent. I love the 
entrepreneurial aspects of my 
work. I don’t accept all walk-
ins; my clients are special to 
me. If it’s a service I don’t 
specialize in, I don’t want to 
risk it! I’ll recommend anoth-
er fellow stylist,” explained 
Abreu. 

Abreu graduated from 
Central Texas Beauty College, 
and her mission is to have her 
clients leave looking and feel-
ing their best.

To book an appointment, 
call her at 254-721-7202. Her 
website is sweetstrandsbycan-
dy.glossygenius.com. She also 
does at-home services.

New independent stylist is excited
 to start her new venture

SHOWCASESHOWCASE

BellCountyMuseum.Org 

Sensory Friendly Sensory Friendly 
Morning!Morning!

201 N. Main St. Belton

Explore history, math, 
science, and more 

through the exhibits 
and fun activities. A 

quiet room is available 
for anyone who needs 

a brain break and 
sensory bags are 

available for rental for 
anyone in need.

The event is completely FREE for all ages.
 Pre-registration is required.

REGISTRATION OPENS FEBRUARY 1

Feb 08, Feb 08, 
8:30AM- 8:30AM- 
10 AM10 AM

1.888.671.7007
free in home 
consultation

www.StandardsLifeCycleSolutions.com

Your Local, Hometown
Healthcare Provider
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