ESTABLISHED

THE BELTON

Thursday, January 15,2026 Volume 160, Issue No.3 * 50¢

18466

CELEBRATING 160 YEARS

OURNAL

Rl

BeltonJournal.com  Follow us on

WindSync quintet to perform
Belton concert on March 3

By David Stone
The Belton Journal

WindSync, a vibrant wind quin-
tet with a unique sound, will per-
form in Belton on Tuesday, March
3,at a 7 p.m. concert in the Baugh
Performance Hall on the University
of Mary Hardin-Baylor campus.

Tickets may be purchased at
TicketReturn.com.

According to Kara LaMoure,
bassoonist for the ensemble,
WindSync’s current tour features
a repertoire that includes works by
contemporary composers such as
Nadia Boulanger.

“This spring we are touring
works from our new album Nadia,
which releases March 13, said
LaMoure. “These include Etude No.
17 by Philip Glass and Three Pieces
by Nadia Boulanger, transcribed
from scores for keyboard and cello/
piano by me.”

“We also like to include a mas-
terpiece of wind chamber music on
every program, and to this end, we
will perform Mozart’s Serenade in
C Minor,” she said.

LaMoure said the album is a
tribute to legendary composer, con-
ductor, speaker and teacher Nadia
Boulanger, a hidden architect of
20th-century American music who
was, in fact, a Parisian woman.

“She was the teacher of Aar-
on Copland, Elliott Carter, Philip
Glass, Astor Piazzolla, Quincy
Jones, and many others,” she said.
“Nadia deliberately nurtured each
student’s unique voice, helping ex-
plain the stylistic diversity that de-
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Members of WindSync perform during a recent concert. The ensemble
will be on stage at the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor on March 3. The
group sold out the Cultural Activities Center in Temple in 2023.

fines American music today (“E plu-
ribus unum” in action!).”

“The album will be released
during Women’s History Month
and the same week as International
Women’s Day (March 8),” LaMoure
said.

WindSync includes Garrett
Hudson on flute, Noah Kay on oboe,
Graeme Johnson on clarinet, Anni
Hochhalter on French horn and
LaMoure on bassoon.

“This is my 10th year with
WindSync,” LaMoure said. “I began
my musical journey playing piano
when I was in kindergarten and I
sang in children’s choirs. Bassoon
quickly became my primary instru-
ment as a beginner in sixth-grade
band class. It just felt like the right
match.”

“WindSync has a national tour-

See WINDSYNC
Page A8

Belton Area Chamber of Commerce
holding annual awards banquet

File photo

A number of award winners will be announced and recognized at this year’s Belton Area Chamber of Commerce
Banquet set for Jan. 29. Pictured above is Karen Wheeler, last year’s Ambassador of the Year.

Special to the Journal

Chamber website.
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Belton Area Chamber of
Commerce Annual Awards Banquet is
scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 29 at the
Cadence Bank Center (formerly Bell
County Expo).

Each year the Chamber Board of
Directors selects individuals and busi-
nesses to honor for their leadership, ser-
vice, and investment in the community.

The theme for this year’s banquet is
“Better Together” recognizing the lega-
cy and importance of working together
to build a better community. Tickets and
table sponsorships are available by con-
tacting the Chamber office or via the

Randy Pittenger, Belton Chamber
President/CEO said, “We are excited
about recognizing outstanding servant
leaders in our community at our awards
banquet. This annual tradition of honor-
ing and thanking those who step up and
go the extra mile is important for our
community. We encourage everyone to
join us as we celebrate together.”

In addition to recognizing outgoing
and incoming board members, awards
that will be announced at the banquet
include the Beltonian Award, Citizen

See BANQUET,
Page A2
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Paetyn Beckendorf, 16, Miss SPJST 2025-2026,
started her year-long campaign to fight hunger with
a successful food drive.

Miss SPJST leads
statewide effort to fight
hunger through “Czech
Off Hunger’’ campaign

Special to the Journal

Miss SPJIST 2025-2026 Paetyn Beckendorf, 16,
is leading a year-long campaign to fight hunger and
inspire service across Texas.

Beckendorf launched “Czech Off Hunger” to
help hungry families across Texas. She believes hun-
ger continues long after the holiday season ends.

She began serving at the 5 Loaves and 2 Fish
Food Pantry in Riesel as a seventh grader. That ser-
vice then inspired her to continue her efforts in high
school.

Earlier this year, she partnered with the pantry
during the KWTX Food for Families drive. Her ef-
forts raised 26,117.46 pounds of food.

KWTX was thankful and impressed with her ser-
vice and interviewed her the morning of the event.

Her project now expands to SPJST District 2
and surrounding counties. She invited lodges in Bell,
Blanco, Coryell, Falls, Gillespie, Kendall, Kerr,
Lampasas, Llano, McCulloch, Mason, Menard, Mi-
lam, San Saba, Travis and Williamson counties to
join her efforts.

She asked them to support Churches Touching
Lives for Christ in Temple. Churches Touching Lives
for Christ is a volunteer-run nonprofit providing food,
clothing, hygiene items and basic support services.

The group operates the region’s largest food pan-
try and serves thousands each month at 702 W. Av-
enue G.

See SPJST,
Page A7

Belton population
estimate climbs

By David Stone
The Belton Journal

Population estimates for the City of Belton have
climbed every year since the 2020 Census and the num-
bers likely will continue upward through 2030.

This week, Belton City Council approved the Jan. 1,
2026, population estimate as 27,804, a 17.08 percent in-
crease over the 2020 Census of 23,054. The 2025 estimate
was 27,136.

The methodology used to calculate the January 2026
population includes data available from the U.S. Census
Bureau, combined with local building permits data from
Oct. 1,2024, to Sept. 30, 2025.

More specifically, a total dwelling unit count, an oc-
cupied unit count, and an average persons per household
multiplier was applied to determine the estimate.

The appropriate vacancy rate was also utilized from
the 2020 Census.

According to information reviewed by City Council
on Tuesday, Belton’s population is projected to grow to
28,660 by January 2027 and 31,385 by 2030.

According to a resolution approved by Council and
signed by Mayor David K Leigh, the city’s housing unit
count method estimated a total of 10,228 dwelling units,

See COUNCIL,
Page A7
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Belton ISD students take over the stage this spring

Special to the Journal

Belton Independent School
District invites families, alumni
and community members to expe-
rience a vibrant season of spring
theatre productions, showcasing
student talent, creativity and col-
laboration across three campuses.

From a beloved classic to bold
comedy and whimsical musical
storytelling, these performances
highlight the depth of Belton ISD
Fine Arts and the powerful role the
arts play in student learning.

At Lake Belton High School,
students will bring the timeless
story of The Wizard of Oz by L.
Frank Baum to life in a large-
scale, collaborative production
involving more than 140 students
on stage and behind the scenes. In

a special community connection,
22 elementary students will join
the high school cast as Munch-
kins, creating a shared experience
across grade levels.

Performances are scheduled
for January 23 and 24 at 7:00
p.m. and January 25 at 2 p.m. at
the Lake Belton High School Per-
forming Arts Center, located at
9809 F.M. 2483 in Temple.

General admission tickets
are $15 and are available at LB-
HSTheatre905 ludus.com,  with
additional performances possible
based on ticket demand.

Audiences looking for fast-
paced comedy and over-the-top
storytelling can enjoy the latest
production from the Archimedes
Theater Company at Belton New
Tech @Waskow.

Students will present The
Bold, The Young, and the Mur-
dered by Don Zolidis, a melodra-

matic murder mystery filled with
exaggerated twists, sharp humor
and scenes that escalate quickly.

Performances will take place
January 29 through 31 at 7 p.m.
at the Pittenger Fine Arts Center,
located at 400 North Wall Street in
Belton.

Tickets are $5 for students
and $10 for adults and are avail-
able at newtechtheater.ludus.com.

The season continues at Bel-
ton High School with Seussical
the Musical, a colorful and ener-
getic production that brings the
imaginative world of Dr. Seuss to
the stage.

Featuring 86 Belton High
School fine arts students, the mu-
sical blends performance, techni-
cal theatre and live orchestra to
tell a story centered on loyalty,
responsibility and the belief that a
person is a person no matter how
small. Performances are scheduled

for February 6 and 7 at 7 p.m. and
February 8 at 2 p.m. at the Bel-
ton High School Performing Arts
Center, located at 600 Lake Road
in Belton.

Tickets are $10 and may be
purchased online at BeltonThe-
atre.com, from cast members, or
at the door.

Together, these productions
spotlight the passion, creativity
and hard work of Belton ISD stu-
dents and educators, while show-
casing the powerful role fine arts
play in building confidence, col-
laboration and real-world skills.
The community is invited to take a
seat, cheer loud and support these
student-led performances through-
out the spring season.

Wrong-way driver on I-35 stopped by Belton police

By Lynette Sowell

is scary,” said Belton Police Chief Larry

The Belton Journal

A Belton police patrol car was to-
taled on the evening of Jan. 5 on I-35
when a Belton police officer stopped
someone driving the wrong way.

The incident occurred near South
Loop and Interstate 35 after the officer
responded to a call of a motorist driving
the wrong way on Interstate 35.

Belton officials said the officer
didn’t appear to have any injuries.

However, the vehicle didn’t fare as
well.

“We had a report come in about a
driver driving on the wrong side of In-
terstate 35 south of town. It is a miracle
someone didn’t get hurt or killed. Driv-
ing on the wrong way on the interstate

Berg.

The Belton officer entered the inter-
state and approached the driver heading
south near mile marker 287.

The driver was in the fast lane, and
the officer used his vehicle to pin hers
against the wall, officials said.

He initiated the collision to stop
the driver from taking off the entire left
front wheel of the police cruiser.

“I tell people all the time the reality
of it, we are committed to putting our
lives on the line. It takes a special per-
son to do that. It is another thing to put
your life on the line for a total stranger,”
Chief Berg added.

No word if the driver of the vehicle
had any injuries or was cited. The Texas
Department of Public Safety was the
lead agency in this incident.

Banqu et - From Page Al
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A Belton police officer used his vehicle to stop a wrong-way driver

on Interstate 35 last Monday.

of The Year, Ambassador of the Year,
Business of the Year, Community Part-
ner Awards, and some special award
recognitions.

Outgoing board members Emilio

Perales with Vista Real Estate, Jordan
Samfield with First Texas Bank, and
Davy Villanueva with Extraco Banks
will be recognized.

Incoming board members Antoi-

VOTED BEST ART GALLERY

WWW. GRACEGALLERY.ART

108 WEST CENTRAL AVENUE, BELTON TX 76513

nette Bess with Extraco Banks, Mike
Coe with Anchor Bay Packaging, and
John O’Brien with Roam Roof & Solar
will also be recognized.

Each year the board has a change
in leadership recognized at the banquet,
with Teri Champlin with Grandview
Bank, 2025 Chair, passing the gavel to
Scot Hrbacek with Edward Jones as the
2026 Board of Directors Chair.

The Beltonian Award is given annu-
ally in recognition of longtime achieve-
ment in volunteer service to the Belton
community. That service could be for
service in education, church, a service
organization, youth programs, or any
area that improves the quality of life in
Belton. Recent past recipients include
Danny Dossman, Joe Shepperd, Don
Al Ringler, Dan and Kandy Kirkley,
Marion Grayson, Roscoe Harrison, and
Andy Davis.

The Citizen of the Year award is
given to the person who made a signifi-
cant volunteer contribution to the Bel-
ton community through Chamber relat-
ed activities during the previous year.
Recent past award winners include
Emilio Perales, Terri Covington, De-
Shon Williams, Jordan Samfield, Misty
Baker, Matt Bates, and Luke Potts.

The Ambassador of the Year is a
peer recognition award for the Ambas-
sador who stands out as an example of

exemplary service. Recent past recipi-
ents include Karen Wheeler, Meredith
Duke, Lorna Brockette, Sandy Smith,
Jeanne Giangacomo, Tracy Conoley,
and Emily Kirkpatrick.

Business of the Year awards are
given to businesses that have made a
significant contribution to the commu-
nity during the previous year. Criteria
for selection include being an active
Chamber member in good standing, a
for-profit business, and demonstrated
achievement in areas described in the
Chamber mission and focus. For 2024,
the Businesses of the Year included
Level 3 Coworking and Event Center,
KPA Engineers, and Emerson Construc-
tion.

Community Partner Awards are giv-
en in recognition of those who have had
a significant impact on our community
through partnership with the Chamber.
For 2024, recognitions included Cross-
roads Church and KWTX Channel 10.

“The 2025 award winners will be
announced at the January 29 Belton
Chamber Awards Banquet,” added Pit-
tenger, “so please join us in honoring
the recipients.”

For more information about the
Belton Area Chamber of Commerce, go
to www.beltonchamber.com or contact
the Chamber at info@beltonchamber.
com or 254-939-3551.
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sions may also become a permanent part of search
engine caching libraries (such as google.com) and
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exceed more than 350 words. Contact us at (254)
939-5754.
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Dale

Hilda Hood Dale

August 14, 1932 -
December 8, 2025

A memorial service for
Hilda Hood Dale, 93, will
be held Friday, January 16,
2026, at 2:00 p.m., at First
Baptist Church Belton Wor-
ship Center. She passed
away peacefully on Decem-
ber 8, 2025, at a local hos-
pice house, surrounded by
family and friends.

Hilda was born August
14, 1932, in New Brock-
ton, AL, to James and Elie
Hood. She graduated from
high school in Brooksville,
FL, and attended the Uni-
versity of Florida. She met
her husband, GK Dale,
when he served at MacDill
AFB. They married in 1954
and moved to Texas in 1955.
Supporting her husband and
children, she lived in South
Texas, Ontario, Canada,
New York, Georgia, and
Central Texas (since 1987).
Everywhere she lived, Hilda
formed friendships that last-
ed a lifetime. She filled her
days with fun and service to
others in the FBC Golden
Age Club, The Thursday
Club, the Temple Rhythm
Rockers, and the UMHB
adult swim group.

Hilda’s faith, family,
and friends were most im-
portant to her. Her life’s
journey reflected a can-do
attitude, a quick sense of
humor, and trust in her Lord.
Her courage was especially
evident in her final days.

She is preceded in death
by her parents; her husband
of 67 years, GK Dale; her
sister, Maxine Mills; and her
brother, Dupree Hood.

Those left to remember
her enthusiasm for life in-
clude her children: Andrea
Dale Potts (Terry), of Bel-
ton; Dr. Rhonda Dale Whit-
man (Brandon), of Austin;
and Duane Dale (Dawn), of
North Richland Hills. Also
surviving her are her grand-
children: Dr. Rachel Potts
Wood (Mack), Amy Potts
Sailors (Alan), Jake Whit-
man (Preslee), Ben Whit-
man, Avery Dale, and Sam
Dale. Great-grandchildren
include Imogen Wood, Saw-
yer Whitman, Ruby Whit-
man, Vera Whitman, and
Slayden Whitman. Also re-
membering her are her sis-
ter, Evann Overstreet (Bill),
and her brother, Jack Hood

(Annette), as well as numer-
ous nieces, nephews, and
friends.

Many thanks to the staff
of Stoney Brook of Belton,
Vesper Medical Care, Gen-
tiva Hospice, Our Hospice
House, and many friends.
Hilda’s family will forever
be grateful for such care and
support. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions may
be made to Our Hospice
House—Belton.

Edmonds

Dale Charles Edmonds

June 7, 1948 -
December 17, 2025

Dale Charles Edmonds,
a beloved husband, father,
and grandfather, passed
away peacefully on Decem-
ber 17, 2025, at the age of
77. He was born on June 7,
1948, in Menomonie, Wis-
consin, and throughout his
life, he exemplified kindness
and warmth, touching the
hearts of everyone who had
the privilege to know him.

Dale served in the Navy
during the Vietnam era on
the USS Lexington and USS
Roosevelt, Dale was very
devoted to the Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW). He
had 10 years of services to
the VFW Post 1820 in Tem-
ple, Texas before he moved
to Marshall, Texas.

Dale is survived by his
devoted wife of 38 years,
Nanette Edmonds. Together,
they cultivated a nurturing
and loving home that be-
came a sanctuary for their
family. His legacy con-
tinues through their three
children: Kevin (Tammy)
Edmonds, Stephanie (Mi-
cheal) Edmonds, and Adam
Edmonds. Dale was also
known as the world’s best
Papa, a title he wore with
pride as he cherished each
moment spent with his
grandchildren: Bethanie
(John) deFoore, Megan (CJ)
Anderson, Nathan (Jazmyn)
Edmonds, Evelyn Edmonds,
Amiee Edmonds, Ellie, and
Broxon; one brother Roger
(Tina) Edmonds; one sister,
Gloria Dutcher.

Dale was preceded in
death by his parents, George
Dunlop Edmonds and Alice
Marie (Francis) Edmonds,
and by his siblings, includ-
ing four brothers, Bob Ed-
monds, James Edmonds,
Wayne Edmonds, and Les
Edmonds, as well as two
sisters, the baby Edmonds
and Ruth Kettner. Their
memories and legacies live
on in the stories and values
that Dale instilled in his own
family.

A Celebration of Life
to honor Dale Charles was
held on January 10, 2026, at

Young’s Daughters Funeral
Home & Bereavement Cen-
ter in Temple, Texas. The
service began at 1:00 PM
and concluded at 2:00 PM.

As we remember Dale,
let us hold onto the love,
laughter, and memories he
shared so generously with
us all. He went to be with
the Lord and Savior, leaving
behind a legacy of love and
devotion that will forever be
cherished.

Martin Jr

Cecil Martin Jr.

December 27, 1973 —
January 2, 2026

Cecil Martin Jr., affec-
tionately known as “CJ,”
passed away unexpectedly
in his home on Friday, Janu-
ary 2, 2026, at the age of
52. Born on December 27,
1973, in Corsicana, Texas,
to Cecil Martin Sr. and Mary
(Fimbres) Martin. CJ grew
up with a passion for cre-
ativity and connection.

CJ was dedicated to
his career, starting with
Spec’s in Corpus Christi be-
fore transferring to Temple,
where he thrived as a Man-
ager for nearly 15 years. His
leadership and commitment
endeared him to his col-
leagues and customers alike.

A talented artist, CJ ex-
pressed his creativity through
various mediums. His per-
sonal clothing and shoes
showcased his artistic flair,
and his skills extended to
paintings and drawings. He
was noted for his significant
mural displayed on a large
building in Corpus Christi, a
testament to his dedication to
his craft. Beyond his artistic
endeavors, CJ had a genu-
ine love for his son, Cecil
Rodriguez. Their bond was
enriched by their shared en-
thusiasm for collecting Star
Wars memorabilia, a passion
that fueled many joyful mo-
ments together.

CJ was a vibrant per-
sonality, known for his in-
fectious laughter and warm,
welcoming hugs. He had
an innate ability to engage
with everyone around him,
always ready to lift spirits
with humor. His friendly de-
meanor made it easy for him
to connect with people from
all walks of life, embodying
the belief that if someone
wasn’t busy, he would find
them a task.

An alumnus of Temple
High School, CJ enjoyed
playing soccer and was rec-
ognized for his artistic tal-
ent even during his school
years. His love for collect-
ing extended beyond art; he
was an avid fan of Pokémon
games, baseball cards, and
comic books. Additionally,

ClJ cherished time spent fish-
ing with his father, creating
lasting memories on those
adventures.

CJ leaves behind his
loving parents, Cecil Martin
Sr. and Maria “Mary” (Fim-
bres) Martin; his son, Cecil
Rodriguez; his brother, An-
thony Wayne Martin; and
two grandchildren, Caden
Leo Rodriguez and Emerson
James Frost. He is preceded
in death by his grandparents,
Joe Angel Fimbres, Maria
Plendo, Arthur Martin, and
Mary Dorsett, as well as his
son, Hayden Lee Martin.

CJ will be remembered
for his creativity, humor, and
the loving relationships he
nurtured throughout his life.
He will be dearly missed by
all who knew him.

Visitation was held on
Monday, January 12, 2026,
from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM
at Young’s Daughters Fu-
neral Home & Bereavement
Center in Temple, Texas, fol-
lowed by a Rosary from 7:00
PM to 8:00 PM. The Fu-
neral Service took place on
Tuesday. January 13, 2026,
at 10:00 AM, with burial at
Hillcrest Cemetery at 11:30
PM.

Arrangements are un-
der the direction of Sabrina
Young at Young’s Daugh-
ters Funeral Home and Be-
reavement Center in Temple,
Texas.

Mathews

John Everett Mathews

July 4, 1930 -
January 1, 2026

John Everett Mathews,
born on July 4, 1930, in
Cuba, New York, passed
away peacefully on Thurs-
day,January 1,2026, at Bay-
lor Scott and White Hospital
in Temple, Texas. He was
95 years old at the time of
his passing. John led a life
characterized by dedication,
love, and a spirit of service
that resonated deeply with
all who knew him.

John’s early years
were spent working dili-
gently on his family’s farm
near Mayville, New York,
where he developed a strong
work ethic that carried him
throughout his life. Follow-
ing his time on the farm, he
worked in various roles at

his father’s bakery and at
local furniture companies
before being inducted into
the military. In addition to
his role as a pilot, he served
in additional military leader-
ship roles as he and his fam-
ily were stationed in many
different places, beginning
in San Antonio, Texas. The
family lived in Louisiana,
Japan, Georgia, Indiana,
Panama, Virginia and final-
ly, Central Texas.

During his second ca-
reer, after retirement from
the military, his profession-
alism and skills were nota-
bly recognized during a 20-
year tenure with the Sears
Service Center in Austin,
where he attained a super-
visory role to the repairmen
and became director of the
Parts Department for a num-
ber of years. He developed
friendships with many of
those working for him in the
Parts Department and those
repairmen in the field.

Getting an education
was important to John, and
he graduated from Mayyville
Central High School, where
he fostered many friend-
ships that would follow him
throughout his life. He at-
tended college briefly but
took the path to the military
to continue his education
and become a pilot.

John was known for his
engaging nature; he made

friends easily and was often
characterized by his light-
hearted teasing and outgoing
personality. Those who had
the pleasure of knowing him
will remember him fondly
for his ability to fix almost
anything that needed repair
and for his sense of humor
and his relationship with his
grandchildren. He enjoyed
“stealing” his grandchil-
dren’s noses with his fingers.
He loved spending special
time entertaining his grand-
kids on the Sears tractor he
had for tending the garden
and beautiful yard at their
home south of Austin.

John cherished his fam-
ily above all, having met
the love of his life, Agatha
Marie (Fulmer) Mathews, at
the Coburn Corners Church
of Christ in St. Joe, Indiana.
Their 70 years of marriage
were a partnership built on
love and mutual support,
particularly during John’s
military career. Together,
they constructed a nurturing
family environment where
their three children, Mark
and his wife Floann Chap-
man, Deb Mathews-Budet
and her husband Eduardo
Budet, and Pam Mathews
and her husband Randall
Moore, thrived.

He was immensely
proud of his grandchildren:
Wesley Mathews, Madison

See OBITS,
Page A7
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First Presbyterian Church
2500 Church Street
Belton, TX 76513
Worship Service at 11am
fpcbelton@gmail.com
www.fpcbelton.org

All Are Welcome in Person or on Zoom!
Rev. Kathy Vineyard, Pastor

(254) 778-3200

Please don’t
text & drive!

Phones answered 24/7

Hewett-Arney Funeral Home

Serving families in our historic building since 1942

Did you Know...

Belton was first known as the town of Nolanville. In 1851,
Nolanville was incorporated and the town name was changed
to Belton. Fact from Texas State Historical Association.

100% szmz'ly Owned Direct Cremation

$1600

Complete
Includes Crematory fee

14 W Barton Ave. » Temple « www. HewettArney.com

Call and ask for pricing. By regulation funeral home must disclose pricing by phone.

Complete Funeral

$5510

Includes 20ga
Steel Casket




Relax...
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The Cottage Vintage and Artisanal Shoppe opens downtown

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

The Cottage Vintage and
Artisanal Shoppe opened in
downtown Belton this past
weekend with a soft open-
ing on Friday from 4 p.m. to
8 p.m. and grand opening on
Saturday from 11 am. to 5
pm.

The cottage is owned by
Ashley Harvey and is located
at 106 N. East St. next to East
Street Barbershop.

“It’s my passion. I love
it. I believe in the rehoming of
vintage goods. Our landfills
are full. There’s no reason to
buy new items when we have
stores of better quality, pric-
ing, and a better life,” said
Harvey.

Her family just moved to
Texas from North Carolina.
Her husband is in the military
and is from Texas originally.

“My love of thrift came
from the shop that I opened
straight out of high school. I
had it for four years. I closed
it because we moved to Geor-
gia. That’s where I really
found my love for vintage. I
was there for two years. I did
booths in Georgia and Ala-
bama,” Harvey said. “I found
my curated taste and when
you walk in, I want it to feel
like grandma’s house. I love
my grandmas. I'm close to
both of them.”

The Cottage aims to
transport customers to a world
where vintage charm meets
artisanal craftmanship. They
offer a selection of curated
vintage finds like clothes for
women and men, crystals, pil-
lows, purses, picture frames,
and handmade goods like
soaps and pastries. They have
a DIY charm bracelet station
and candle making station.

“I met my husband in
North Carolina when I had
my thrift store, and he’s been
abig part of it ever since. He’s
become an avid thrifter too
and got his best friend into
thrifting. Everyone around us
has just embraced the art of
secondhand love,” said Har-
vey.

Harvey and her husband
have a son named Jackson
that is one-and-a-half years
old.

“Ninety-nine  percent
of our son’s clothes are also
thrifted and secondhand. We
are so glad to be in Texas
close to family and with a
great support system. We just
love Belton and the people
welcoming us with open
arms,” Harvey said.

The Cottage is open
Wednesday thru Saturday
from 11 am. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday from 11 am. to 3
p-m. and closed Monday and
Tuesday. Their ribbon cutting
is coming soon

Courtesy Photo/Christopher Winston
Ashley Harvey, owner of The Cottage Vintage and Artisanal Shoppe is now open in downtown Belton. She
had a soft opening and a grand opening this past weekend.

Stoney Brook team members recognized with Values in Action Award

Special to the Journal

Stoney Brook of Bel-
ton Assisted Living and
Memory Care Community
is proud to recognize team
members Freddie Brown
and Deanna Ledbetter as
recipients of the 2025 Val-

ues in Action employee
award.

This annual award,
given by The Long Hill
Company, which manages
the community, honors the
commitment of outstand-
ing team members who put
the company’s mission and

values into action in exem-
plary ways. The award was
presented at a recent com-
munity event with resi-
dents and staff.

“Our Stoney Brook
community is truly blessed
to have team members like
Freddie and Deanna, who

NantianyiSpecials

30% off Laundered Jeans

Scan our code
to receive
special offers,
order ready
notifications, and
communicate
with us direct!

genuinely care about cre-
ating a welcoming home
for our residents and their
guests,” shared Executive
Director Heather Zammat.
“They treat everyone with
respect and dignity, taking
time to listen to our resi-
dents’ stories, understand
their needs and prefer-
ences, and communicate
well with families. It’s our
pleasure to honor them
with this Values in Action
award.”

Freddie Brown has
been a member of the
concierge team at Stoney
Brook since March 2025,
working at the commu-
nity’s front desk. Brown is

JOHN R. HOLMES SR.

linancial Advisor

john.holmessr@raymondjames.com

2010 Birdecreek Drive, Suite 100 // Temple, TX 76502
T 254.314.8867

Services offered

Investments ¢ Financial & Retirement Planning Estate,
Charitable Giving & Trust « Educational Savings

RAYMOND JAMES

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member
FINRA/SIPC. @ 2021 Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member
FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Raymond
James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. 21-BRAUWO06-0002 TA 4/21

Courtesy Photo

Stoney Brook team members, Deanna Ledbetter
and Freddie Brown, are honored with the 2025

Values in Action Award.

well known for creating a
warm and friendly atmo-
sphere for everyone who
walks in the door. He takes
great pride in ensuring the
community looks its best
and feels inviting and wel-
coming. His colleagues
value his kind and helpful
demeanor, noting that he
is always willing to go out
of his way to assist anyone
and does so with a smile
and a positive attitude each
day.

“Freddie is such an
important part of every
prospective resident’s jour-
ney,” a coworker shared.
“He understands the power
of first impressions and
greets everyone like fam-
ily; everyone feels better
after spending time with
Freddie. He is a wonderful
asset to Stoney Brook.”

Deanna Ledbetter is
a medical technician at
Stony Brook and has been
a member of the team
since January 2025. She
is well respected by her
colleagues for her depend-

able, kind, and patient na-
ture. Often praised for her
willingness to go the extra
mile whenever needed,
Deanna consistently fol-
lows through on requests,
ensuring compliance,
working late nights and
early mornings, and doing
whatever is asked of her.
Her colleagues see her as a
true example of a wonder-
ful employee and resident
advocate.

Stoney Brook family
member, Cassandra Matos,
expressed her apprecia-
tion for Ledbetter and her
relationship-centered ap-
proach.

“Deanna consistently
goes above and beyond her
job responsibilities, not
only supporting residents,
but also extending com-
passion and understanding
to their families and care-
givers,” said Matos. “She
takes the time to connect
with residents on a per-

See AWARD,
Page A7
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o Activities ¢ Events

Newcomers Club Activities

January

01/23: Trailblazers Walking Group

01/24: Jimmy’s Egg

01/26: Well Read Women,
Monday Canasta

01/27: Singing Bluebonnets

01/28: Fun Lunch

01/15: Nonfiction Book Club,
Meet & Greet

01/17: Exploring Wines

01/19: Snack Time Mah Jongg

01/20: Bunco

01/22: Mexican Train Dominoes

""To join or for more information, please call:
Mary Pringle (760)265-5035 or email at: pringlem@msn.com.
Visit the website: www.bellcountynewcomers.com.”

Bell County Master Gardeners - Jan 15

Love roses? Join us for an informative and fun evening geared towards
learning about rose care. Bell County Master Gardeners and Master Gar-
dener Carol Morisset will teach you all about selecting, growing and caring
for roses right here in Bell County. Whether you’re planting your first rose
or refining your rose care routine, this program will give you practical, local
guidance you can use right away! Thursday, Jan 15, 6:00 p.m. at Bell Coun-
ty Extension Office- Learning Center 1605 N. Main Street, Belton. Please
register at BCMGA1998 @gmail.com.

Historic Escape Games - Jan 15

There has been a crime at the museum and it is up to you to find the cul-
prit! You have 60 minutes to work together, solve the crime, and escape!
There are 2 game times for the Murder Mystery game: 6:00pm and
7:15p.m. Tickets are $S12/person. Pre-registration is required. Games

are private and limited to 8 guests (ages 13 years and older) of the same
group per game time. Players under the age of 16 must be accompanied
by an adult player. Registration is available on the museum website here:
https://www.bellcountymuseum.org/.../historic-escapes22222

Baugh Center forthe Visual Arts - Jan 12 - Feb 12

This collection of works highlights a year of dedicated portraiture resulting
in a diverse selection of drawings and paintings. It includes energetic life
drawings, often executed during collaborative sessions with students,
which emphasize spontaneity and capturing immediate impressions.
Complementing these are more intensive long form painted portraits,
developed over multiple sittings in the studio. These focus on the subtle,
untold narratives that emerge between artist and sitter, capturing not just
a likeness, but the unique spirit and story of each individual. This exhibit
will be on display January 12—February 12, 2026. Exhibitions are free and
open to the public. Gallery Hours are Monday-Friday, SAM-4PM. at 812
Shine St, Belton.

Bell County Master Gardeners - Jan 21

Join us for our next Herb Roundtable as we explore turmeric, its history,
uses, growing considerations, and more. These roundtables are interac-
tive, discussion-based sessions where everyone is encouraged to share
and learn together. Bell County Extension Office- Learning Center, 1605 N.
Main Street, Belton. No registration needed.

MPR Explorers @ The Point- Jan 29

The MPR Explorers (sponsored by the Mary Ruth Briggs Library) is holding
their monthly “Conversation over Coffee” with entertainment by the Lake
Belton High School Choir Show Ensemble. Join us for a discussion with the
Friends of the Mary Ruth Briggs Library (non-profit 501 (c) 3 organization)
and learn how you can help bring a stronger, more accessible library to
life in Morgan’s Point Resort, Garrett & Mic Hill Event Center 60 Morgan’s
Point Blvd., Morgan’s Point Resort on Jan 29, 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental lliness) will meet both on TUESDAY,
Jan. 13th and Jan. 27th at 6:30pm at the Temple VA Hospital. Use the
entrance on the Valet parking side of the hospital and take the elevator
to the 5th floor -Conference Room 5G31. Both care-givers, supporters
and those suffering from mental iliness are welcome to join us for mutual
support and sharing of information . For more information, call 254-771-
3638.

Bell Area Parkinson’s Support group (BAPS-North) meets at CTCOG, 2180
N. Main St, Belton on the 2nd and 4th Fridays from 2:30-4:00 PM every
month. All are welcome, and there is no membership cost. The Bell Area
Parkinson’s Support group (BAPS-West) meets at St. Andrews United
Methodist Church Fellowship Hall, 206 W Fowler Ave, Killeen on the 1st
and 3rd Fridays from 2:30-4:00 PM every month. For more information
contact Gayle Shull at GaylelnBelton@gmail.com or (254) 718-4197.

Marine Corp League will meet the third Tuesday of each mont at VFW
3859. Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. and metting will begin at 7:00 p.m.
201 VFW Dr, Harker heights, Tx 76548. Email commandant@mcl1249tx.
comfor more inforamtion.

Aspen Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteers Needed Listed here are
many ways you can help make a difference for our hospice patients. You
can provide companionship, listen to music, read, reminisce, play games,
cards, checkers, paint nails, apply makeup, curl hair or take them on walks.
Please visit aspenhealthcare.net or call 512-856-5668 for more informa-
tion.

Young’s Daughters Funeral Home Dementia/Alzheimer’s Caregiver
Support Group occurs weekly on Fridays from 6-7 p.m. This group allows
your loved ones to join. Loved ones will be doing activities while the group
of caregivers are joining together to better understand and learn tips and
tricks for daily life. Young’s Daughters Funeral and Bereavement Center is
located at 4235 East Hwy 190 in Temple.

Bell County Historical Commission holds their meetings on the fourth
Monday of every month at 6 p.m. in the historical Bell County Court
House, 101 E. Central Ave in Belton. Join us in our vision of preserving
and promoting Bell County’s rich historical heritage for current and future
generations. We are dedicated to initiating and conducting programs
that preserve and celebrate the county’s historic cultural resources in
alignment with state laws governing historical preservation in Texas. Our
community resources consist of a research room, book repository, ceme-
tery information, historical markers and monument records. Our services
include information on historic preservation, educational programming,
history community outreach and partnerships. We welcome you to join
other history minded folks and get involved by serving on one of our com-
mittees that consist of preservation, cemetery, markers and education.
To volunteer or for more information please visit historicalcommission@
bellcounty.texas.gov, call 254-933-5917 or visit the office located in the

historic Bell County Courthouse, 101 E. Central Ave., RM 117.

Pistons on the Creek will meet every third Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Come down
to Nolan Creek and show off your rides. From classic to modern, muscle, rat rod, exotic, all
automotive enthusiasts are welcome. Support our awesome downtown businesses and
restaurants surrounded by live music, food, drinks and a great atmosphere.

Bell Fine Arts Visitors welcome Wednesday’s from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 306 E 5th Ave in
Belton. Majong games are available every Monday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Come join the fun
and meet new folks. For more information text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Wednes-
days at the Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in Belton. The group is open

to anyone interested in crochet. All skill levels are welcome. For information email Betty
Reichert at bettyreichert@yahoo.com or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.
com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America will
also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America. Visit www.crochet.org for details.

Community (nformation

TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting the Take Me
Home Program, aimed at helping individuals who need special assistance to return
safely home after getting lost. The program is a database with photos and person-
al information to help police officers find someone who is lost or wandered away
from home. Take Me Home is designed for individuals who may need additional aid
including those with Dementia, Autism or specific mental health needs. It’s free to
register someone and the data is kept confidential to first responders. You can sign
up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome. Read more about the
program here: https://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.php.

Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating suicide, press
option 1 for assistance with military/veteran population.

Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home
invasion, abduction or domestic violence or physically incapable. Providing location,
city name and nature of the emergency in the first message is imperative. For fur-
ther education on this service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500.

Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS)
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the
Belton Police Dept. to join.

Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police and com-
munity partnerships. Apply online to be a part of this exciting program.

Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and
stop scammers from stealing your money and personal information. Share the infor-
mation with your loved ones & Slam the Scam! Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips.

Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereave-
ment Center, 4235 E. US HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Join us
for activities while caregivers discuss and help each other during this difficult time.
Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302

NOW
OPEN
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MONTEITH
Abstract &Title Co

Home Owned Since 1876

NA GY For All
PLUMBING o

Plumbing
+ Commercial/Residential Needs
+ New Construction & Remodels 254-760-9334

« Sewer lines & Camera Services

Frank Turner, Jr. & Employees

106 South East St. » 939-5791

Jel‘ry Graves wcuaisex
310 E. Central Ave.e 254-877-2628

M-36617 55

Popelka Law Firm, PLLC

Drew Popelka

Attorney - CPA

(254) 774-7880

6173 W. Adams Ave. o Ste. C-201 » Temple, TX
templeattorney@sbcglobal.net e www.popelkalaw.com

today, tomorrow, the future

Financing & Trade-Ins Available

9515 TAYLORS VALLEY RD. TEMPLE - 254-933-8030
1604 WOODWAY DR. WACO - 254-772-8042

Texas State License: TACLAT3T36C (Temple) & TACLA23614C (Waco) WWW.airctrl.com

Residential & Commercial

1200 East FM 2410  Harker Heights
(254) 698-8751 » 939-5665

° ’ 5
Me Gregor Welding Supply Co Adrvian’s
Welding Equipment and Supplies GARAG E
Encourages YOV 5225 SOUTH 31ST STREET
. TEmPLE , TEXAS 76502
to Attend the Church of YOUR Choice! 774-7510 _— GET PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
00am- 0pm 254.770.0932

General Auto Repair &

Mon - Fri: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

(254) 933-9353
Sat: 730 am - 12:00 pm

110 S. Wheat Rd. Belton TX 76513

Feel free to write us, info@bestwaycarpets.net
3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Maintenance

All Are Welcome in Person or on Zoom!
Rev. Kathy Vineyard, Pastor

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

<ER LAy, First Presbyterian Church 939 5 1 32
,,;” m 0.3; 2500 Church Street N -
© == < Belton, TX 7651 orman M WN
&3] = € tﬂn: 65 3 Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere Building F ILYO ED
4 N Worship Service at 11am Cars » Pickups * Trucks * 18 Wheelers
o T fpcbelton@email.com Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere Matel'lalS AND OPERATED
(Us ) P '8 ) Cars * Pickups ® Trucks * 18 Wheelers
Sh www.fpcbelton.org Motorcycles © Forklifts © Small Tractors SINCE 1945

1010 S. Main St. « Belton

STAAS PLUMBING COMPANY, INC.

(

M-12173

REPUTATION BUILT ON SERVICE

\V/ Extraco

774.5500 | Belton | extracobanks.com

N

Some Dreams™

‘ Let’s Build
Banks.

J

778-2575
I-35 Exit 294B | 778-4285 KEN STAAS
www.DonRingler.com 2101 W. AVENUE M - TEMPLE, TEXAS 76504 \_

BELTON/MORGAN’S Family Gospel Church New Life Fellowship

2210 Holland Rd. ~ 254.721.0707 706 E. 4th. ~ 254.939.8011

POINT RESORT
Fellowship Baptist Church Nolan Valley Baptist Church
2025 Morgan’s Point Rd ~ 254.780.2388 13206 W. FM 93~ 254.721.5998
Agape Christian Center

321 N. Penelope ~ 254.939. WORD

Anchor of Hope Fellowship
5700 F.M. 439 ~ 254.831.1035

Belton Christian Church
9425 W FM ~ 436 254.939.1172

Belton Church of Christ
3003 N. Main ~ 254.939.1816

Belton Church of God in Christ
1122 W. 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.1697

Belton First Assembly of God
500 S. IH-35 ~254.933.2803

Belton Lighthouse
1001 NE Loop 121 ~254.654.7278

Belton Nazarene Church
1701 Sparta Rd ~254.939.3404

Bethel A.MLE. Church
401 S. Davis St. ~254.939.6090

Central Texas Cathedral Worship
Center
700 S. Main Street ~ 254.831.3064

Christ Bible Baptist Church
1590 Jack Rabbit Rd ~ 254.939.9247

Christ the King Catholic Church
310 E. 24th Ave. ~ 254.939.0806

Christian Tabernacle Church
Apostolic UPC
1010 S. Wall St. ~254.939.3464

Cornerstone Community Church
5081 Dog Ridge Rd ~ 254.721.8250

Crossroads Church
500 South I-35 ~ 254.939.2122

Dominion Life Chapel
105 Green Briar St. ~ 254.563.0472

Elm Grove Baptist Church
6388 Elm Grove Rd. ~254.933.8127

First Baptist Church Belton
506 N. Main St. ~254.933.3391

First Mexican Baptist Church
703 S. Wall St. ~254.939.6900

First Presbyterian Church of Belton
2500 Church Street ~ 254.939.2115

First United Methodist Church
205 E. 3rd Ave. ~ 254.939.5703

Free Pentecostal Church of Jesus
1111 Cacti Lane ~ 254.933.8201

Freedom Bible Fellowship
3087 W. Ave. D ~ 254.933-3310

Holy Temple of Our Lord Jesus
Christ of the Apostolic Faith
519 S. Pearl St. ~254.613.4591

Hope Community Church
507 Mitchell St. ~254.933.8222

Hope Tabernacle
202 E. 1st Ave. ~ 254.933.8222

Iglesia de Cristo
3303 N. Main ~ 254.939.6910

Keys Valley Baptist Church
4393 W. US Hwy. 190 ~ 254.939.1650

Lakeview Baptist Church
7717 N Hwy. 317 ~ 254.780.1884

Liberty Church
302 E. Central Ave. ~ 254.933.7107

Liberty in Christ Church
2520 N. Main ~ 254.939.3337

Miller Heights Baptist Church
1400 S. Wall St. ~254.939.1835

Ministerios Vida
2020 S. IH-35 ~ 254.624.8015

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church
218 Alexander St. ~254.939.5621

Pentecostal Church of Jesus Christ
117 N. Birdwell St. ~254.939.0822

Redeemer Reformed Baptist Church
2378 FM 1670 ~ 818.519.9855

Tapestry Community Church
of Belton
1215 S. Wall St. ~254.218.4008

Temple Vision de lo Alto
4357 Orchard Hill ~ 254.563.1231

Trinity Full Gospel
810 East 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.7673

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
Bell County

1726 Morgan’s Point Rd. ~
254.778.8034

~TEMPLE ~

Chalice Church - Disciples of Christ
300 N 5th St~ (254) 773-9061

Christ Episcopal Church and School
300 N. Main St. ~ 254.773.1657

Christian Life Church
4343 West FM 93 ~ 254.939.2626

Covenant Lutheran Church
4202 Hickory Rd. ~254.733.7718

Eighth Street Baptist Church
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. ~
254.773.2598

First Baptist Church Temple
8015 West Adams Ave. ~ 254.773.6866

First Methodist Church Temple,
GMC
102 N. 2nd Temple. TX ~ 254.773.7992

First Presbyterian Church Temple
12 West French ~ 254.773.3407

Foundation Church
10751 W. Adams ~ 254.780.9673

Grace Baptist Church
740 Jayline Drive ~ 254.773.1401

Grace Comm. Primitive Baptist
Church
3111 N. 3rd St ~254.774.8192

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S 57th ~ 254.773.2134

Harvest Church
2501 General Bruce Dr. ~ 254.780.3566

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2109 W. Ave H ~ 254.773.3898

Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd. ~ 254.939.0682

New Hope Church of God
2005 W. Ave D., Suite D. ~
254.742.2181

Oak Park United Methodist Church
5505 South 31st St. ~254.773.3021

St. Francis Episcopal Church &
School
5001 Hickory ~ 254.733.4255

St. Luke’s Catholic Church
2807 Oakdale Dr. ~254.773.1561

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
1018 S 7th St. ~254.773.4541

Taylors Valley Baptist Church
2497 W. FM 93 ~ 254.939.0503

Temple Bible Church
3205 Oakview Drive ~ 254.778.3233

Temple First Church of the Nazarene
5000 S. 31st ~254.773.3744

Unity Church of Temple
318 N. 2nd ~ 254.770.0070

Vineyard Christian Fellowship
7425 W Adams Ave. ~ 254.778.2802

Vista Community Church
7051 Stonehollow Dr. ~254.774.7992

Wildwood Baptist Church
5195 Cedar Creek Rd. ~254.773.3177

Where Stones Speak and Saints Walked

John C. Perry

If you’re dreaming of an over-
seas adventure this year or next, allow
me to suggest a location, Rome. My
wife and I first visited Italy in the fall
of 2023, exploring the treasures of
Rome, Florence, and Venice. Each
city had its own magic, but Rome,
awe, “Roma,” it captured my heart
in a way that no other place has. We
loved it so much, we returned the fol-
lowing summer.

Now, I'll admit it, I'm a history
junkie, and Rome is a feast for any-
one who finds joy in the echoes of
the past. To walk among ruins that
are over 2,000 years old, structures
that once hosted emperors, apostles,
and gladiators, is nothing short of
mind-blowing. In Texas, we marvel
at buildings that are 200 years old. In
Rome, that’s considered modern.

I wanted to return in 2025, but
that year marked the Jubilee, a sa-
cred celebration held every 25 years.
While spiritually significant, it also
means many more tourists and much
higher hotel prices. Now that it’s over
2026 should be a good year to visit.

Rome is overflowing with sites
that stir the soul and ignite the imag-
ination. I couldn’t possibly list them
all here but let me highlight a few
must-sees for my fellow history buffs.

The Roman Forum was once
the beating heart of the Roman
Empire. The Forum was a place of
politics, commerce, and ceremo-
ny. Though much of it lies in ruin,
its grandeur whispers through the
stones. Over centuries, Romans re-
purposed its marble and columns to
build churches and palaces. Many
Catholic churches in Rome today are
adorned with marble that once graced
pagan temples.

As a Christian, I was deeply
moved to stand where the Apostles
Paul and Peter were imprisoned, Tul-
lianum Prison, at the end of the Fo-
rum. Paul was likely executed there,
and his tomb now rests nearby at the
Basilica of St. Paul’s Outside-the-
Walls. Peter’s tomb lies beneath the
majestic St. Peter’s Basilica in Vati-
can City. These are sacred places that

connect faith and history in profound
ways.

The Colosseum, though partial-
ly in ruins, still commands awe. This
ancient arena once held over 50,000
spectators who came to witness glad-
iator battles, wild beast fights, and,
tragically, public executions, includ-
ing Christians who died for their faith.
It’s a sobering and powerful place.

Circus Maximus, just imagine
standing in a colossal stadium which
could seat a staggering 250,000 spec-
tators, more than any modern stadi-
um. In ancient Rome, this was the
epicenter of excitement, where char-
iot races captivated crowds far more
than gladiator battles ever did. Today,
the ruins have transformed into a tran-
quil park and a concert venue.

The Pantheon was finished
around 126 AD, this architectural

marvel was originally a temple to all
Roman gods. It was later consecrated
as a Christian church, which spared it
from destruction. Its massive dome,
still the largest unreinforced concrete
dome in the world, leaves visitors
speechless.

Rome is more than a city. It’s a
living museum, a spiritual crossroads,
and a place where the past walks be-
side you. It’s rightly called The Eter-
nal City, and for good reason. If you
go, prepare to be humbled, inspired,
and forever changed.

John C. Perry is the Lay
Leader with New Life Methodist
Church. They meet every Sunday
at 9 a.m. (Bible Study) and 10 a.m.
(Worship Service) in the Salado
Middle School at 1169 Williams Rd.
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an occupancy rate of 91.7 percent and a
per-person household size of 2.66 as of
Jan. 1 of this year.

In other action, Council reappointed
Marvin Bell to the Central Texas Housing
Consortium board of directors. His current
term expires Jan. 24 and he had expressed
a desire to continue serving, according to
City Clerk Amy Casey.

The reappointment was for another
two-year term.

Council also acknowledged the con-
veyance of Bell County Justice Center Lot
2, Block A from the county for a future
Belton fire station.

According to City Manager Sam Lis-
ti, the Bell County Commissioners Court
has agreed to convey 1.725 acres of land
to Belton for a future fire station site. The
property is located on the east side of Loop
121, north of an extension of Auction Barn
Road, at the entrance to the Bell County

Justice Center complex. T

The city prepared a one lot subdivi-
sion plat for the property, which has been
signed by Judge Blackburn and recorded,
along with a private access easement
granted by Bell County to use its private
drive, since the site will have no direct ac-
cess to Loop 121.

“While there are no immediate plans
for fire station construction, securing the
site ensures Belton’s future fire station
needs will be addressed,” Listi said. “Bell
County has agreed to convey the site to the
city without cost, recognizing a future fire
station site here will provide mutual pub-
lic safety and emergency service benefits
to the County at the Justice Center Com-
plex.”

Bell County commissioners voted
unanimously to convey the property to
Belton at a Dec. 15 meeting.
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Beckendorf hopes to positively im-
pact at least one food pantry in each
SPJST district.

“It may not be a lot, but it was more
than before,” Beckendorf said. “It’s al-
ways the little things that count because
they add up. One act of kindness inspires
another.”

SPJST Director of Membership En-
gagement Frank Horak praised her lead-
ership.

“We see a bright future for Paetyn,”
Horak said. “She came with a plan before
she ever walked on the stage as a candi-
date competing for the Miss SPJST Roy-
alty Title. When Paetyn puts her mind
to something you better move out of the
way or join her because that’s a young
lady who gets things done.”

Beckendorf earned the Miss SPJST
title at the SPJST State Youth Showcase
competition in Temple. Showcase fea-

tures youth contestants in arts, leadership
and public speaking.

Only crowned royalty are eligible for
the SPJST Royalty Scholarship. Students
with the title complete a year-long ser-
vice project before scholarship review.

If approved by SPIST leader-
ship, Beckendorf will earn $2,000
for college or vocational school.

She hopes to study psychology or bibli-
cal counseling at Texas A&M or UMHB.

SPIST is a Texas-based fraternal
benefit society founded in 1897. The or-
ganization provides life insurance, schol-
arships and community programs across
the state.

Beckendorf hopes her campaign in-
spires Texans to take action.

“Hunger doesn’t take a holiday,”
Beckendorf said. “We can always help
someone.”

sonal level, often sitting
and conversing with them,
ensuring they feel seen and
valued as individuals.”

David Lawlor, Presi-
dent of The Long Hill
Company, praised the
recipients for their com-
passion and dedication
to providing exceptional
relationship-centered cus-
tomer service.

“Caring for people is

more than just a job or a
lesson to be taught. Every
Values in Action recipient
brings something special
to the table each day—
kindness, empathy, and a
commitment to nurturing
relationships. They help us
create a welcoming home
and community for those
we serve, and we are so
grateful for the gifts they
share.”

ObitS - From Page A3

To learn more about
career opportunities at
Stoney Brook or the com-
munity’s relationship-
centered assisted living
and memory care options,
please contact Samantha
O’Neil, Stoney Brook Di-
rector of Sales and Mar-
keting, at 254-933-3800
or soneil@stoneybrookse-
niorliving.org.

Stoney Brook of Bel-

ton is an assisted living
and memory care commu-
nity offering a full range of
lifestyle options for older
adults, enabling them to

933-3800. Stoney Brook
Senior Living is locally a
owned and is managed by
the Long Hill company, a

subsidiary of Masonicare,
leading not-for-profit
provider of senior living
and healthcare services.

live life to the fullest. The
community is located at
500 River Fair Blvd.

To learn more about
life at Stoney Brook, visit
www.stoneybrookse-
niorliving.org or contact
Samantha O’Neil at 254-

Mathews, Sumner Dreher,
Audrey Moore, Nathan
Moore, and Regina Budet-
Cerda. John enjoyed shar-
ing his passions with them,
whether it was playing his
baritone or cornet, working
on his computer, or relishing
ice cream stops on a pick-up
at school. He was an avid
reader of history through-
out his adult life, especially
American military history.
Over his many years of trav-
el abroad, he would return
with currency from around
the globe that his son kept
together in an ongoing col-
lection. Because his experi-
ence as a pilot was primarily
in flying two types of air-
craft, he collected models of
each, displayed prominently
in his home, along with a
modest framed presentation
of his military medals and
rank.

John faced health dif-
ficulties due to exposure to
Agent Orange during his
military service in Vietnam,
a reality that he approached
with dignity and resilience.
He was proud of his time in
the military and valued the
travels that accompanied
his service, along with the

unwavering support of his
beloved wife, Marie.

During his time in the
U.S. Air Force, he received
many military honors; the
Distinguished Flying Cross
(recognizing his acts of
heroism & extraordinary
actions in aerial flight),
the USAF Distinguished
Service Medal (for distin-
guished and exceptionally
meritorious service to the
United States), the USAF
Air Medal (for acts of mili-
tary heroism during aerial
flight), the USAF Commen-
dation Medal (for sustained
acts of meritorious service),
the Combat Readiness Med-
al, the USAF Good Conduct
Medal, the Army Good Con-
duct Medal, the National
Defense Medal, the Korean
Service Medal, the Armed
Forces Expeditionary Force
Medal, the Vietnam Service
Medal, the USAF Reserve
Medal, the RVN Gall Cross
Medal, the UN Korean Ser-
vice Medal, the Vietnam
Campaign Medal, the ROK
War Service Medal, along
with a number of other mili-
tary campaign ribbons and
medals. Many of his medals
were awarded to him more

than once and acknowl-
edged with oak leaf clusters
& star emblems.

He also had his com-
mand pilot wings and held
the rank of Major.

He is preceded in death
by his parents, Everett Stan-
ley Mathews and Florence
Mathews; his brother, James
Mathews; and his sister,
Jean Potter. John leaves be-
hind a legacy of love, laugh-
ter, and treasured memories
that will be remembered by
all who were fortunate to
have known him.

A special thank you to
the staff on the 7th floor at
the Baylor Scott and White
North Tower, and especially
Alesa the attendant for her
compassionate care.

In addition, the family
would like to thank Betsy
Hurley, the nurse & caregiv-
er that has provided excel-
lent care and admiration, for
both John & Marie, over the
last 20+ months. She contin-
ues to provide care for Marie
in their home in Temple.

A graveside service was
on Saturday, January 10,
2026, at Hillcrest Cemetery
in Temple at 10:00 AM, with
Rev. William Sterling offici-

ating. John Everett Mathews
will be dearly missed, but
his spirit will certainly live

on in the hearts of his family Salado Tam-4pm)
and friends. [H-35 vOpen 6 days a week * Closed Sundays
In lieu of flowers please
consider making a memorial FM2115 v/ Centrally Located - Save $ on gas!
donation to Wounded Warrior
Fmag7 —X

Project, the USO, St. Jude’s
Children’s Hospital, the ASP-
CA, or consider planting a
tree in honor of Mr. Mathews.

Arrangements are made
under the direction of Sabrina
Young at Young’s Daughters
Funeral Home & Bereave-
ment Center.

We Buy Stocker & Feeder Cattle Daily

LOCATION: 4651 EAST FM 487 - SCHWERTNER TEXAS
Call Anytime: 254-527-3342

The benefits of selling
your cattle to us are:
v Competitive Pricing - Call for a quote!

/Cattle are weighted immediately - NO
schrink!

v'We are fast! (If you bring your cattle
during regular business operations

Expert, Affordable Auto Repairs

& Maintenance

DARREL &
STEVEN
GREEN "e" e

254-770-0666 | www.DarrelGreensAutoTX.com

We are honored to serve you
today, tomorrow, and beyond.

For generations, families across Central Texas have trusted Harper Talasek Funeral Homes for compassionate, professional
care. Today, we are honored to share an important milestone: our firm is proudly family-owned and operated.

This transition strengthens what has always mattered most—personal service, local stewardship, and a deep respect for
every life we are entrusted to honor. As a family-owned funeral home, decisions are made locally, care is more personal,

Harper Talasek Funeral Homes
Now Family-Owned & Operated

and every family is treated as our own.

With three conveniently located funeral homes, Harper Talasek continues a long-standing tradition of serving Temple, Belton,
and Killeen with respect, honor, and excellence for generations.

www.harpertalasek.com
Family-Owned & Operated
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ing career and also runs
a concert series in our ar-
tistic hometown of Hous-
ton,” she added. “We
don’t compose our own
music. Instead, we curate
and generate our own rep-
ertoire, either by arrang-
ing pre-existing works or
commissioning composers
to write for us. The result
is a program that covers a
lot of artistic ground and
explores diverse sounds,
but one that tells a unified
and compelling story.”

“We keep a year-
round schedule,” LaMoure
said. “We’re thrilled to see
our career grown and we
always love introducing
new fans to wind chamber
music.”

“Chamber music is
fun! It’s a conversation in
music, there for all to ob-
serve. Part of WindSync’s

performance style that re-
ally highlights this is that
we memorize a portion
of every concert. Without
music stands to play to (or
hide behind when conve-
nient!), we share every
single gesture with each
other and with the audi-
ence.”

“For the Belton con-
cert, we will not be play-
ing any instruments be-
sides the ones that we
trained for, but newcom-
ers to the wind instru-
ments are often surprised
to learn that when each of
us studies our instrument,
we are actually learning a
family of instruments. So
our oboist Noah, for in-
stance, will perform part
of the concert on the Eng-
lish horn — a deeper and
lower sounding member of
the oboe family — and our

clarinetist Graeme
tinely switches between
two clarinets, pitched in A
and B-flat.”

“Perhaps relatable to
a lot of people in Central
Texas, we wind musicians
are all just overgrown
band kids,” LaMoure said
with a laugh.

“Two members of
WindSync (myself and
Graeme) actually went to
high school in DFW and
remember those formative
experiences like marching
band and football games
fondly,” she said. “I like to
think we carry a little bit
of the showmanship and
creativity of those days
with us, while sharing a
piece of the transcendent
artistry that we love about
the chamber music world.”

rou-

THANK YOU TO OUR FAMILY,
CUSTOMERS, EMPLOYEES,
FRIENDS, ARTISTS, AND
VENDORS—YOUR SUPPORT
HELPS US CONTINUE TO BE OUR
VERY BEST!

SUNDAY - THURSDAY:
11:00AM - 7:30PM
FRIDAY - SATURDAY:

11:00AM - 8:00PM «25@» @B@':ﬂﬂgﬂ-
702 € GENTRAL AVE, BEATON, T 7651

Proud ¢to have the

When someone you love faces a life-limiting
illness, count on us for the physical,
emotional and spiritual support to help
them live comfortably with dignity and grace.

gentiva

HOSPICE

Our place is by your side

(254)742-2000 gentivahs.com
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By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Following weeks of preparation, ev-
erything is now on the line.

For the next month, Belton and
Lake Belton will be battling to quali-
fy for the playoffs and every outcome
will be critical, including the upcoming
league openers.

The Tigers and Broncos each begin
navigating their 10-game District 16-5A
schedules Friday, when Belton travels
to Killeen Chaparral and Lake Belton
hosts Waco.

No. 4 Lake Belton gallops back from

SPORTS

Boys basketball enter district play with

Based on nondistrict competition,
the Tigers and Broncos are among the
field’s favorites with overall records of
20-4 and 19-5, respectively.

Belton brings a three-game win-
ning streak into district thanks in part
to key contributors Ty Johnson, a junior
forward, junior guards Abram Knight
and Luke Munden, senior guard Jay’dn
Loggins and senior small forward Noah
Childers.

The Tigers are averaging 74.25
points.

Lake Belton also has multiple
weapons at its disposal, including junior

Lake Belton successful in tourney play
prepare for district portion of schedule

By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal

The Belton Independent School Dis-
trict boys soccer programs at Lake Belton
High School and Belton High School have
shown growth early in the season through
tournament play. Both programs traveled
outside their home fields to test themselves
against quality opponents, gaining expe-
rience that will shape their performance
moving forward.

The Lake Belton Broncos competed in
the Central Texas Showcase held in Waco,
Texas, where they faced a demanding
schedule over several days. The Broncos
finished the event with a solid two wins and
one loss, a record that reflects their ability
to compete at a high level against diverse
competition. Lake Belton opened the tour-
nament with an impressive shutout victory
over Burleson, controlling the match on
both ends of the field and setting a confi-
dent tone. The following day presented a
tougher challenge, as the Broncos were

edged in a close contest against Taylor, a
match that came down to the wire. Despite
the setback, Lake Belton responded well
in their final match, securing a hard fought
win against Polytechnic to close the show-
case on a positive note.

One of the most encouraging aspects
of Lake Belton’s performance was the va-
riety of players contributing offensively.
Multiple goal scorers stepped up through-
out the tournament, demonstrating that the
team does not rely on a single offensive
threat. This balance makes the Broncos dif-
ficult to defend and speaks to the program’s
emphasis on teamwork and player develop-
ment. With momentum from the showcase,
Lake Belton now turns its attention to the
Mustang Cup in Grapevine, where they
will face another slate of strong opponents.

Meanwhile, the Belton High Tigers
took part in the Grizzly Classic hosted at
Leander Glenn, where they competed in

See SOCCER,
Page B2

Belton ISD Girls soccer

busy with tournament play

By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal

The BISD girls soccer
programs at Lake Belton
High School and Belton
High School continue to
build momentum as the
season progresses. Both
teams are embracing oppor-
tunities to test themselves
against strong opponents,

gain valuable experience,
and sharpen their perfor-
mance ahead of district ac-
tion.

The Lake Belton Lady
Broncos competed in the
Midway Classic this past
weekend, a tournament
known for featuring some
of the strongest programs
in the state. Facing elite
competition throughout the

event, the Lady Broncos
finished the weekend with
two impressive victories
while also gaining insight
from a challenging loss.
The tournament opened
with a matchup against a
highly ranked Plano West
squad. Lake Belton rose to
the challenge, delivering

See DISTRICT,
Page B3

guard Michael Lockett and senior guard
Dezmin Ravizee, who combined to ac-
count for 55 of the Broncos’ 76 points in
a five-point win at Gatesville on Friday
to conclude nondistrict play.

Junior guard Allen Muchunu, senior
guard Ameer Williams and junior center
Jackson Striegler will also play instru-
mental roles as Lake Belton attempts to
return to the postseason for the first time
since 2022.

Belton has not missed the playoffs
since 2020.

Although Belton ISD’s teams ap-
pear poised to contend for the district

playoff aspirations

championship, a talented crop of oppo-
nents will not make it easy.

KILLEEN ELLISON (13-10)
The Eagles have been the area’s pre-
mier team for more than a decade now,
but they have struggled this year follow-

ing the departure of a dominant class.
Regardless of its record, Ellison
knows how to win when it matters, ad-
vancing to the state semifinals in each
of the last three years with two appear-

See BOYS,
Page B2

nine down, outlasts Belton, 54-50

By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

The Belton Tigers girls’ and Lake
Belton Broncos girls’ basketball teams re-
newed the Crosstown Rivalry Friday night
at Tiger Gymnasium to start District 16-
5A action.

The Tigers gave the Broncos adver-
sity throughout the contest and gave No. 4
Lake Belton their best shot. Down by nine
points with just over five minutes to go in
the third quarter, the Broncos went on an
17-5 run to close the quarter to set up an
exciting fourth quarter on their way to a
54-50 triumph.

“I am very proud of the team,” Belton
head coach Anne-Marie Stark said. “We
executed the game plan and stayed in it.
We proved we belonged in the gym, and
they believe that now.”

Both teams employed suffocating de-
fenses in the first quarter, as Belton mus-
tered early baskets from Emma Harvey
and Emma Flory to take a 4-0 lead. Al-
exa King scored Lake’s first basket with
2:48 in the quarter. Laila Koonce-Huston
scored the final basket of the quarter for
Belton, as the Tigers led at the end of the
first period, 6-2.

“We had a gameplan, and they bought
in,” Stark said. “We had an electric prac-
tice and they executed. I was surprised,
but I was excited to see the preparation
come to life.”

“It was not anything we were seeing,”
Lake Belton head coach Tiffney Barnes

said. “We got the open shots we wanted,
they just weren’t falling for us and our
cleanup crew was not getting the second
chance shots.”

Aniya Taylor jumpstarted Lake’s of-
fense in the second quarter with a jumper
18 seconds in, which triggered a 14-10 pe-
riod as the Broncos and Tigers were tied at
16-16 at halftime.

“We know our identity and in the
first half of the game, we were not dis-
playing our identity,” Barnes said. “Our
kids will always work hard, I will nev-
er take that away from them, we just
needed to adjust our mental game.”
Ke’Ara Shanks hit a field goal and Harvey
drilled a free throw to start an 11-2 run
over the first 2:52 of the quarter to give
Belton a 27-18 lead with 5:08 left in the
period.

“I know that the game is a game of
runs,” Stark said. “We got ours, and we
knew that theirs was coming. That’s why
I called a timeout and I thought they re-
sponded very well when it happened.”

Lake, unfazed by the deficit, respond-
ed with 17-5 run over the final 4:31 of the
quarter. Aniya Taylor, Erica Taylor, and
Gemma Pierce highlighted the run with
three-pointers, and Alexa King drilled a
field goal at the buzzer to give the Broncos
a 35-32 lead going into the fourth quarter.

“We just needed a reminder of who
we are and how hard we work to be where

See BISD,
Page B3

No. 4 Lake Belton girls’ basketball survives
scare against Belton, recovers to down Ellison

By Tony Adams

Belton Journal

The Lake Belton Broncos find ways to
win.

They recovered from nine points
down to upend their BISD rival Belton
Tigers 54-50.

It was a tough first eight minutes
for the Tigers, as they scored two points
in the first quarter.

Sophomores Erica Taylor and Alexa
King each had 12 points, Layla King had
11 points, and Gemma Pierce had seven
points and seven steals.

“We just needed a reminder of who
we are and how hard we work to be where
we are,” Lake Belton head coach Tiffney
Barnes said. “This group play this game
for each other. Everyone genuinely love
one another and we just needed to be re-
minded of all of that. It’s way more than
just basketball”

Going into Tuesday night’s game
against Ellison, the Broncos needed a solid

JOHN CORSI
STATE FARM INSURANGE

101 Lake Road Belton, TX (254)939-5846

effort from team, both offensively and de-
fensively.

They got both, with a solid effort on
both ends as the Broncos upended the Ea-
gles, 51-33.

The Broncos got a big offensive jump
from Pierce with five first-quarter points,
as Lake led at the end of the first quarter,
16-9.

Lake outscored the Eagles in the sec-
ond period, 12-7, and took a 28-16 advan-
tage into the locker room.

A 14-6 stretch in the third quarter opened
a 20-point lead for the Broncos at the end of
the period, 42-22.

Lake opened the lead to 25 points with
5:44 left in the game, as Barnes was able to
flex her bench to give reserves well-deserved
playing time.

Erica Taylor led the Broncos with 14
points. Alexa King added eight points, and
Pierce finished with seven.

Lake Belton will have a pair of road
games this week, as they travel to Waco High
on Friday and Killeen Chaparral on Tuesday.
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Sports Briels

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Lake Belton’s wrestling team traveled to Comal
Davenport on Saturday to take part in the Alpha Wolf
Tournament, where both the Broncos and Lady Broncos
delivered top-three finishes.

Tanner Wentz was third in the 126-pound weight
class, winning multiple matches by pinball while ad-
vancing through the consolation bracket after a loss in
the semifinals.

At 144, Austin Carrillo was also third with three

FAIR. Water stained; 76
degrees; 0.26 feet above pool.
White bass fishing is good
and getting stronger with each
passing cold front as the wa-
ter cools through the 70s. Fish
are gathering in large schools
and using bottom features in
32-42 feet of water most of
the morning and in the late af-
ternoons after feeding briefly
in shallow water right around
sunrise. The MAL Lure, orig-
inal or heavy, and with either
a white tail or chartreuse tail
is a good lure to have on the
rods right now. Once a school
of fish is found on sonar use
your trolling motor to stay on
top of them, then drop the lure
to bottom and crank it up fast
enough to ensure the blade
starts spinning and stays spin-
ning. Observe fish reaction
using live imaging sonar or
2D sonar. Once the fish settle
down and no longer chase,
move on and look for the next
school. No bird activity, and
very limited topwater activity
typically with cloud cover just
after sunrise. Report by Bob
Maindelle, Holding the Line
Guide Service. Unseasonably
warm conditions have bass
holding in a summer pattern.
The most consistent bite is
coming from nomadic schools
chasing shad, best located with
forward-facing sonar. Weight-
less soft plastic jerkbaits and
mid-strolling  presentations
are producing steady action.
A few scattered fish can still
be caught around submerged
vegetation and shoreline cov-
er, but those bites have been
less consistent.

FAIR. Water stained,;
70 degrees; 0.59 feet above
pool. We are at peak fall
fishing conditions now
for white bass and hybrid
striped bass. The fishing
is excellent and will likely
stay this way until the
water temperature a below
60 de-grees in a few
weeks. The only thing that
could make this better is
the amrival of our
migratory, fish-eating
birds like gulls and terns. A
few are present, but so far
have been unhelpful locat-
ing fish. Sonar remains the
staple for finding fish in
30-35 feet around sunrise
and sunset, then 35-52
feet the rest of the day.
The MAL Dense worked
vertically by cranking it
upward through the lower
third of the water column
assisted by viewing this on
Garmin LiveScope is my
go-to tactic. Report by
Bob Maindelle, Hold-ing
the Line Guide Service.
Fall conditions have bass
scattered, making it diffi-
cult to find big groups or
consistent patterns. Large
schools of nomadic bass
are roaming the main lake
chasing shad. Bass fishing
is fair utilizing forward-
fac-ing sonar and mid-

strolling small ~ minnow-
style soft plastics. For
bigger  bites, fish a

football jig along steeper
rocky shorelines. Report
by Ander Meine,

Bassquatch Fishing.

pinfalls.

Carl Huffman (138), Cayden Allison (150) and Ka-
meron Adams (132) were also responsible for collecting
points

For the Lady Broncos, Lorelai Scallorn delivered
the top showing, placing third at 235. She had two one-
sided wins and earned 18 points.

Additionally, Michelle Hoffman (140) was third,
matching the outing from teammate Anna Huffman
(170), who had three pinfalls.

Alayna Royals and Kameryn Vaden also earned
points.

LAKE BELTON GIRLS BASKETBALL

The Lady Broncos will host Court Side Connec-
tions — a special skills clinic — on Wednesday from 6
p-m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Lake Belton gymnasium.

The event is intended to help young players grow
on the court while also strengthening their bonds with
parents.

It is free for all girls in second through sixth grade
and one adult.

Led by members of the Lady Broncos’ coaching
staff, the clinic will focus on simple and effective drills
that can be done at home, proving development does
not need to be expensive. There is also an emphasis on
creativity and accessibility, allowing drills to be created
using everyday items from around the house along with
a parent.

Spots are limited, so early enrollment is encour-
aged.

For more information, visit LakeBeltonAthletics.
com.

SOFTBALL

Practices for the upcoming season recently began
for both Lake Belton and Belton with scrimmages per-

SOCCCI’ - From Page B1

mitted to begin Jan. 24. Games are allowed starting Feb.
9.

The Lady Broncos will host four scrimmages
against Georgetown (Jan. 27), Waco Midway (Jan. 30),
College Station (Feb. 2) and Salado (Feb. 6).

Then, their season will begin Feb. 19 with a trip to
Georgetown.

The Lady Tigers’ first game is set for Feb. 10, when
they play at Killeen Shoemaker.

District 16-5A play begins March 17, when the
Lady Broncos host Waco University and Belton plays
at Waco.

BASEBALL

Practices for the upcoming season begin Friday for
both Lake Belton and Belton with scrimmages permit-
ted to begin Jan. 31. Games are allowed starting Feb.
16.

The Broncos will take part in scrimmages against
visiting China Spring (Jan. 31), Temple (Jan. 31) and
Buda Johnson (Feb. 3) before scrimmaging at Leander
Rouse against the host Raiders and Round Rock McNeil on
Feb. 7. Lake Belton closes its preseason with scrimmages at
Round Rock Cedar Ridge (Feb. 10) and versus Austin West-
wood (Feb. 13).

Then, the Broncos’ season will begin Feb. 19 with an-
other trip to Cedar Ridge.

The Tigers have an intrasquad scrimmage set for Jan. 24
before scrimmages at Bastrop (Jan. 31), versus Georgetown
East View (Feb. 3), Troy and Little River Academy (Feb. 6),
Hutto (Feb. 10), at Round Rock Stony Point (Feb. 13) and
versus Leander Glenn (Feb. 16).

Belton’s first game is set for Feb. 19, when it travels to
compete in the three-day Pflugerville ISD tournament.

District 16-5A play begins March 24, when the the Bron-
cos travel to Belton for the first game of the series, which
moves to Lake Belton on March 27.

three matches that tested the team. The Tigers opened the
tournament with a tightly contested draw against Leander.
Their second match was a strong bounce back perfor-
mance, as Belton secured a convincing win over Marshall.
In that game, the Tigers displayed efficient attacking play
and solid teamwork, with multiple players contributing
goals and assists.

The final match of the tournament proved to be a
learning opportunity, as Belton fell to Cornerstone despite
continued effort. Even in defeat, the Tigers identified posi-

BOYS - From Page B1

tives to build on, including improved ball movement and
chemistry among players. The coaching staff emphasized
that the tournament helped reveal both strengths and areas
needing improvement, which is a critical step in long-term
success.

As both Lake Belton and Belton High move forward,
the focus shifts to recovery, preparation, and continued
growth. Tournament experiences like these help define
team identity and prepare players for the challenges of dis-
trict play.

ances in the state title game.

Senior point guard Sean Parks
is the Eagles’ catalyst on both ends
of the floor.

KILLEEN CHAPARRAL
(18-6)

No squad enters district com-
petition with more momentum than
the Bobcats, who have won seven
consecutive games since falling to
Class 6A Killeen Harker Heights
by a point, 65-64, in overtime on
Dec. 19. Prior to the defeat, Chap-
arral won six of seven contests.

Carlos Robinson, a forward, is
one of only two seniors on the ros-
ter, but multiple juniors, including
guards Curtis Watson-Davis and

Proud supporters of the

(254) 939-0343 TannerRoofing.Com

L ‘
Harper-Talasek

FUNERAL

HOMES

Belton e Killeen ¢ Temple
‘We make it personal.®
@

254.939.2411 - 503 N. Main Street

ww.harpertalasek.com

27x1.7” HT.SportsSponsorship’21

(254
941-3343

SIT MEANS SIT

DOG TRAINING

centraltexas.sitmeanssit.com

Demoni Mayes are factors on the
floor.

The Bobcats defeated the Bron-
cos in both encounters last year, but
they also lost both games to Belton.

WACO UNIVERSITY (13-6)

Like Ellison, the Trojans, who
have spent much of the past two
seasons in the state rankings, are
contending with the departure of
talents responsible for much of
their recent success.

Nevertheless, University is
finding its stride at the right time.

The Trojans split their first
eight games but have gone 9-2 since
and have only suffered a single loss
since Dec. 19, but their 55.4 points-

Smith Brothers
Drive-In

Tiger Car Wash & Speed Wash

GO BIGRED %
921 E. 6th « Belton
939-2471

Go Tigers!

We're with you
all the way!

BELTON HIGH SCHOOL

G600 Lake Rd. 215-2200

per-game average will need to im-
prove in order to contend with the
league’s other high-scoring squads.

WACO (8-14)

District success has eluded
the Lions since 2019, when they last
made the playoffs with a fourth-place
showing. In the years since, Waco has
earned a total of seven league wins.

Last season, the Lions’ lone dis-
trict victory occurred against Lake
Belton.

While history is not on Waco’s
side, the roster possess five seniors
who are not going to let their careers
end without a fight, so teams cannot
afford to let their guard down versus
the Lions.

P )
800sTER AWV

@ BELTON TIGERS
ALTHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB
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a disciplined defensive performance
while capitalizing on counterattack-

ing opportunities to earn a hard fought
win that immediately set the tone for
the weekend.

The second match brought a dif-
ferent kind of test, as the Lady Bron-
cos faced a Byron Nelson team with
exceptional pace and attacking pres-
sure. Although the result did not fall
in their favor, the game served as an
important measuring stick. Compet-
ing against such a fast and precise
opponent highlighted the level of in-
tensity required at the highest level of
postseason soccer. Rather than letting
the setback define the weekend, Lake
Belton responded with focus in their fi-
nal match.

In their closing contest against
Shadow Creek, a team known for speed

BISD - From Page B1

and physical play, the Lady Broncos
controlled the match from the opening
minutes. A strong defensive effort paired
with efficient finishing resulted in a de-
cisive shutout victory. Throughout the
tournament, several players made signif-
icant contributions, both offensively and
defensively, while the goalkeeping unit
played a crucial role in keeping the team
competitive against elite attacks.
Meanwhile, the Belton High Lady
Tigers are preparing for a busy weekend
as they travel to Georgetown to compete
in the Governor’s Cup. The multi day
tournament will test the Tigers’ endur-
ance, organization, and adaptability, with
games scheduled across Thursday, Fri-
day, and Saturday. Traveling and com-
peting on a structured schedule requires
discipline, preparation, and strong team
chemistry, all of which the Tigers have

been emphasizing in training.

This tournament presents Belton
with an opportunity to establish rhythm,
evaluate lineups, and gain experience
against a variety of opponents. Early
season tournaments such as this are
essential for identifying strengths
while also revealing areas that need
refinement. As the Lady Tigers take
the field, the focus remains on consis-
tent effort, recovery between match-
es, and executing team principles
under tournament conditions.

Together, the Lake Belton and
Belton High girls soccer teams
continue to represent Belton ISD.
Through challenging tournaments
and focused preparation, both pro-
grams are laying the foundation for
growth and success as the season
moves forward.

we are,” Barnes said. “This
group plays this game for
each other. Everyone gen-
uinely loves one another
and we just needed to be
reminded of all of that. It’s
way more than just basket-
ball.”

The Broncos contin-
ued their momentum into
the fourth quarter, as they
opened the period on a
12-5 stretch in the opening
5:25, as Lake led 47-37.

“A quarter like that is

what makes the game of
women’s basketball fun to
be a part of,” Barnes said.
“Lessons being taught and
learned. Mental toughness
comes to play et cetera.”
Isabella Warner
scored 12 points down the
stretch for the Tigers as
they pulled to within three
points late but could not
find the equalizer late as
the Broncos won by four.
“It’s very important,
to start off strong and con-

tinue to grow stronger,”
Barnes said. “Every game
is important, no one or
team should ever be taken
for granted.”

Harvey played a sen-
sational game in the paint,
as she frustrated Broncos’
paint game with rebound-
ing and distractions in the
lane.

“What’s really cool is
that she doesn’t have the
1,000-point goal. In her
sights, she has the 500-re-

bound goal,” Stark said.
“She knows that the points
mark is not part of her role.
She is there to serve her
team, and it’s a role she
takes very seriously.”

Warner set up her
shots on the run, especially
during the stretch run in
the fourth quarter to try to
get the Tigers closer to the
Broncos.

“She commanded the
game,” Stark said. “She
was the quarterback of

the offense. She handled
the pressure of the expec-
tations well. She did not
succumb to the pressure
and stuck to the game plan.
That kid has grown so
much, and I cannot wait to
see her continue to grow.”

Social Security is

often the foundation

of financial security in
retirement, especially for
women.

The unique challenges
that women face, such
as fewer years in the
workforce and longer
life spans, mean benefits
matter even more. The
amount of your monthly
payment depends on
your 35 highest-earning
years, so gaps in employ-
ment can reduce what
you receive.

You can claim benefits as
early as age 62, but every
year you wait increases
your monthly benefits,
maxing out at age 70.

Why Social
Security
matters more
for women

Scot Hrbacek, CFP® Financial Advisor

Marriage, widowhood
and divorce also af-

fect your options. For
example, a spouse may
qualify for up to half of
a partner’s benefit, and
survivor benefits can
provide up to 100% of

a late spouse’s amount.
There are many more
rules surrounding timing
and amount of benefits —
many of which you can
control.

Social Security rules are
complex, but the deci-
sions you make today
can shape decades of
retirement. Talk with a
financial advisor to make
the most of your benefit.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Edward Jones

3011 N. Main, Ste C, Belton, Tx 76513
(254) 933-7680 » scot.hrbacek@edwardjones.com
Member SIPC
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EMPLOYMENT LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS

MCGUIRE TIRE
is looking to hire automotive tire/
lube tech. Apply in person 103 Lake
Road in Belton,
or 603 South First in Temple. Pay
based on experience

Tel: (254) 526-4523, Fax: (254)
526-6711

By: ASHLEY CLAPPER, DANIEL
A. CORBIN, State Bar No.
04814300, ASHLEY CLAPPER,
State Bar No. 24076317, Legal@

TFN CorbinLegalTeam.com Attorney for
SHELBY S. YAMASE
APPLICATION HAS BEEN NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MADE WITH THE Notice is hereby given that original
TEXAS ALCOHOLIC Letters of Administration for the

BEVERAGE COMMISSION
for a Wine and Malt Beverage
Retail Dealer’s On-Premise Permit
by L & S Gaines Enterprises LLC
Dba
Expo Quik Stop to be located at
308 W Loop 121, Belton, Bell Co.,
Texas. Members of said LLC are
Robert Gaines — Member and Shelia
Gaines — Member

Estate of ANTHONY ISMAEL
DUPERON LAHOZ, Deceased,
were issued on November 5, 2025,
in Cause No. 25CPB00313, pending

Bell County, Texas, to: ROBERTO
DUPERON.

All persons having claims against
this Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present

01.08,01.15 them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed
NOTICE TO CREDITORS by law.

Notice is hereby given that origi-
nal Letters Testamentary for the
Estate of LAURA JANETTE
YAMASE Deceased, were issued
on December 22, 2025, in Cause
No. 25CPB00721, pending in the
County Court at Law No. 1 of Bell
County, Texas, to: SHELBY S.
YAMASE.

All persons having claims against
this Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed
by law.

c/o: DANIEL A. CORBIN Attorney
at Law, 603 North 8th

Street, Killeen, TX 76541

c/o: DANIEL A. CORBIN Attorney
at Law ,603 North 8th

Street, Killeen, TX 76541

DATED the 8th day of
January,.2026.

CORBIN & CLAPPER, PC, 603
North 8th Street, Killeen, TX 76541,
Tel: (254) 526-4523 ,

Fax: (254) 526-6711

By: ASHLEY CLAPPER, DANIEL
A. CORBIN, State Bar No.
04814300, ASHLEY CLAPPER,
State Bar No. 24076317, Legal@
CorbinLegalTeam.com, Attorney for
ROBERTO DUPERON 01.15

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that origi-
DATED the 9" day of Jan., 2026. nal Letters Testamentary for the
CORBIN & CLAPPER, PC, 603 Estate of EDITH LORRAINE
North 8th Street, Killeen, TX 76541, HOLMAN, Deceased, were issued

in the County Court at Law No. | of

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to Texas Health & Safety Code 775.015, the County Clerk of Bell
County, Texas hereby provides notice of a public hearing to be held on the
creation of the proposed Bell County Emergency Services District No. 3.

This public hearing will be held at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday. January 20,

2026. at the Bell County Historic Courthouse. 2nd Floor Courtroom, at
101 E. Central Avenue in Belton, Texas. Each person who has an interest

in the creation of the district may attend the hearing and present grounds
for or against the creation of the district.

A petition for the creation of an emergency services district has been filed
with the County Clerk of Bell County, Texas and the creation of an emer-
gency service district is proposed.

The district is to be created and is to operate under Article III, Section 48-¢
of the Texas Constitution, as proposed by S.J.R. No. 27, Acts of the 70th
Legislature, Regular Session, 1987, and adopted by the voters at an elec-
tion held November 3, 1987.

The name of the proposed district is Bell County Emergency Services
District No. 3. It is to be created and is to operate under Article 111, Sec-
tion 48-¢, Texas Constitution, and Chapter 775, Texas Health and Safety
Code, for the provision of fire suppression and medical response in re-
sponse to an emergency situation in accordance with the authority granted
to emergency service districts under Chapter 775 of the Texas Health and
Safety Code.

The district’s boundary map is attached hereto, and incorporated herein for
all purposes as Exhibit A. Upon request, the metes and bounds are avail-
able for public viewing in the County County Clerk’s office during regular
business hours and on the public notices page of our website at https://
www.bellcountytx.com/publicnotice_list.php.

on November 21, 2025, in Cause
No. 25CPB00665, pending in the
County Court at Law No. 1 of
Bell County, Texas, to: ROBERT
HOLMAN.

All persons having claims against
this Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed
by law. c/o: ESTATE OF EDITH
LORRAINE HOLMAN, ROBERT
HOLMAN, 3077 Camelot Lane,
Belton, Texas 76513

DATED the 7th day of January,
2026

KAREN M. VILLANUEVA, State
Bar No.: 24102608, Telephone:
(254) 771-1855, Facsimile: (254)
771-2082, E-mail: karen@templela-
woffice.com

01.15

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION -
CIVIL
CAUSE NO. 25DCV353583

To: SHONDRAEUS KNIGHT
AND NATASHA KNIGHT
Greetings:

You are hereby commanded to
appear by filing a written answer

to the PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL
PETITION at or before 10 o’clock
AM of the first Monday after the
expiration of 42 days from the date
of issuance of this Citation, the
same being Monday, at or before 10
o’clock AM, before the Honorable
146th Judicial District Court, Bell
County, Texas to be held at the Bell
County District Courts Building in
Belton, Texas. Said PLAINTIFF’S
ORIGINAL PETITION was filed in
said court on May 01, 2025.

The file number of said suit being
No. 25DCV353583. The names of
the parties in said suit are:

M&T BANK VS. SHONDRAEUS
KNIGHT,NATASHA
KNIGHT,MIDLAND FUNDING
LLC,DOES 1 THROUGH 10 AND
ROES BUSINESS ENTITIES 1
THROUGH 10, INCLUSIVE

The nature of said suit being sub-
stantially as follows, to wit:

Service of the Plaintift’s

Original Petition upon defen-

dants SHONDRAEUS KNIGHT,
NATASHA KNIGHT and

DOES 1 THROUGH 10 AND
ROES BUSINESS ENTITIES 1
THROUGH 10, INCLUSIVE as a
potential party in interest.

This was issued at the request

of attorney: WILLIAM G
MALCOLM, 2112 BUSINESS
CENTER DRIVE SECOND
FLOOR, IRVINE CA 92612.
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: You
have been sued. You may employ
an attorney. If you or your attorney
do not file a written answer with
the clerk who issued this citation by
10:00 AM on Monday next follow-
ing the expiration of forty two days
after you were served this citation
and petition, a default judgment may
be taken against you. In addition

to filing a written answer with the
clerk, you may be required to make
initial disclosures to the other parties
of this suit. These disclosures gen-
erally must be made no later than
30 days after you file your answer
with the clerk. Find out more at
TexasLawHelp.org.

Issued and given under my hand
and seal of said Court at office in
Belton, Texas, on January 13, 2026.
Joanna Staton District Clerk Bell
County, Texas, 1201 Huey

Road, P.O. Box 909, Belton, Texas
76513

By: Misti Cortez Deputy Clerk
01.15,22,29,02.05

Your home or land could be one
of your largest investments.

We would be honored to
represent you in this important
transaction.

We KNOW Belton!
GoCov.com
(254) 939-3800

SEEKINGIASTALENINEDIPHONIOGRARKHERSIO!
JOINIOURICREATLVENEAN!

Welarellookingifor'someone
Stlinningpvistalstanditellingistoriesithrolighiphotography:
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EV@eltonjeurnaleen
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Communities In Schools celebrates record-
breaking school supply campaign with H-E-B

Special to the Journal

Communities In Schools of Greater Central Texas
(CIS) recently celebrated the successful conclusion of
its 2025 school supply fundraising partnership with H-
E-B. During the month-long partnership, $47,037 was
raised to support students in the CIS program in Killeen,
Copperas Cove, Temple, Salado and Jarrell. This year’s
total represented an increase of nearly $11,280 from the
previous year.

While the campaign was conducted during the sum-
mer months, the impact extended far beyond the start of
the school year. School supplies are needed year-round
as students continue to replace worn materials and take
on new coursework throughout the academic year.

“School supply needs don’t end once the first bell
rings in August,” said Michael Dewees, executive di-
rector of the local CIS organization. “Thanks to the
generosity of our community and our continued part-
nership with H-E-B, we can respond to student needs in
the middle of the school year as well as during the final

weeks when support is just as critical.”

Through customer donations at checkout which
included rounding up purchases or contributing set
amounts, H-E-B shoppers transformed everyday trans-
actions into meaningful support for students. The funds
raised by H-E-B have been combined with other back-

to-school contributions to ensure all CIS students have
the necessary supplies throughout the school year re-
gardless of their economic situation.

“We are incredibly thankful to the community for
showing up for our students,” said Dewees. “The grow-
ing commitment from the community helps ensure stu-

dents have the resources they need to stay engaged and
succeed in school.”

Locally, CIS serves 58 campuses and provides
one-on-one support to more than 6,100 students. Funds
raised through the H-E-B campaign directly support the
CIS mission to surround students with a community of
support, empower them to stay in school and achieve
in life.

“Each donation, regardless of the amount, helped
remove barriers to learning and sent a powerful mes-
sage to students,” said Dewees. “We are truly grateful to
H-E-B for its continued partnership and every customer
who chose to donate. This generosity is an indication of
the community’s investment in student success and will
make a huge difference every day.”

Anyone wishing to contribute can either visit
the CIS office or mail a donation to Communities In
Schools, 4520 E Central Texas Expressway, Suite 106,
Killeen, 76543. Secure online donations can be made or
more information on how to support local CIS students
can be found at www.cis-tx.org.

CTRW winds down busy holiday volunteer season

Special to the Journal

The Christmas sea-
son was busy for Cen-
tral Texas Republican
Women, as they worked
on a Caring for America
project with the local
nonprofit Jeffrey’s Tree
to provide children with
toys, clothing, and neces-
sities, including hygiene
products, blankets, and
beds.

At the November 10
meeting, Central Texas
RW invited the local non-
profit Jeffrey’s Tree, Inc.,
which serves children
across Central Texas, to
share its work.

Jeffrey’s Tree Found-
er and Marine Veteran
Dagne Ameigh shared
the organization’s story
and mission, which is
named after her son, who

Courtesy Photo

Members of the distribution team prepare for giving toys to local families during

the Christmas season.
would use his own school

lunch money to help kids
in need. Sadly, her son
passed away, and Dagne

carried on the selfless

legacy of her son, and the donate toys, and the toy

non-profit Jeffrey’s Tree box overflowed.
was born.
Additionally, Club

members were invited to

Following Dagne
Ameigh’s  presentation,

CTRW Caring for Amer-

The HOP launches major microtransit
expansion and service updates

Special to the Journal

The HOP is starting
the new year with micro-
transit expansions in four
cities, anchored by growing
demand in its microtransit
program.

Effective Jan. 1, rid-
ers across Belton, Tem-
ple, Killeen, and Harker
Heights gained access to
expanded service zones
designed to better connect
residents with  schools,
neighborhoods, parks, and

destinations throughout
each city.
As flexible, on-de-

mand transit continues to
grow in popularity, The
HOP’s expanded micro-
transit service gives riders
more convenient options
than ever before.

To celebrate, riders can
try one microtransit ride at
no cost using the promo
code RIDEHOP26, which
provides $4 in ride credit,
or the equivalent of one
round trip. The promo code
is valid Jan. 1-31, 2026,
and available for one use
per rider account.

“Our goal is to create

Spring registration now open
for UMHB Arts Academy

Special to the Journal

The University of
Mary Hardin-Baylor
(UMHB) has announced
that registration is now
open for the spring 2026
semester at the UMHB
Arts Academy.

Participants of all ages
and skill levels in music,
theatre, and dance can dis-
cover the joy of the arts at
the UMHB Arts Academy.

Classes include instru-
mental and vocal lessons,

a network that adapts to the
needs of our riders,” said
Raymond Suarez. “These
expansions strengthen con-
nections to schools, neigh-
borhoods, and community
destinations, and they re-
flect our commitment to
improving mobility across
the region.”

In Belton, the expand-
ed zone further strengthens
connections to community
destinations, faith centers,
and key commercial areas.

In Temple, the en-
larged service area reaches
additional schools, apart-

ment communities, and
parks.
In Killeen, the mi-

crotransit zone expanded
to serve more residential
neighborhoods and school
campuses, improving ac-
cess for families and stu-
dents. Harker Heights rid-
ers have benefited from
broader coverage across
the city.

As part of the Temple
updates, the Temple City
Hall mobility hub for the
Urban Regional Commuter
closed. Riders can now
make transfers and connec-

musical theatre, dance, and
early childhood groups.
With expert instructors,
supportive programs, and
a welcoming environ-
ment, the Arts Academy is
a place to build confidence
and learn new skills.

“No matter your age,
it’s never too early or too
late to learn,” said Grace
Catherine, the Arts Acad-
emy director. “Don’t wait
to sign up, though. Spots
are filling up fast!”

The UMHB  Arts
Academy exists to provide

tions at the Santa Fe Mo-
bility Hub, located at 201
Santa Fe Way, just north of
the Chamber of Commerce
building.

While microtransit is
growing across the region,
The HOP discontinued mi-
crotransit service in Salado.

Riders in that area
continue to have access to

ica Chair Kathy Ruiz and
President Janet Brown
presented Jeffrey’s Tree
with a $500 check to help
kick off their December
Christmas initiative.

And, at the Decem-
ber 8 Central Texas RW
meeting, the Club Execu-
tive Board presented Jef-
frey’s Tree with a $300
donation in the name of
President Janet Brown,
to honor her lifelong
mission to be a voice for
children, especially those
who have been abused or
trafficked.

Throughout Novem-
ber and December, count-
less Central Texas RW
members volunteered at
Jeffrey’s Tree warehouse
to help fill Christmas
wishes (boxes) for over
560 local kids. Mem-

bers traveled to fill and
distribute boxes at area
schools.

Jeffrey’s Tree will
soon have Club members
serve on the Board as the
ministry grows and seeks
more interested commu-
nity members at www.
Jeffreystree.org.

The year-round effort
at Jeffrey’s Tree helps
ensure that vulnerable
children and families feel
the love, security, and
warmth of a responsive
community. Member-
ship with Central Texas
RW is open for 2026. As
a member, you can help
with projects like Caring
for America, where Club
members can join hands
with the community, be-
cause we are better to-
gether.

transit options through The
HOP’s Bell County Rural
Demand Response service.

In addition to micro-
transit expansions, The
HOP implemented a minor
schedule adjustment to its
Urban Commuter service
to improve reliability dur-
ing peak travel periods.
Updated schedules can be
found at https://takethehop.
com/urban-regional-com-
muter.

Riders are encouraged
to learn more about the
service changes by visit-
ing https://takethehop.com/
service-announcements.

SOME SEE A
BUSINESS,
WE SEE THE

PERSON
BEHIND IT

To download The HOP
mobile app and redeem the
RIDEHOP26 promo code,
visit:  https://takethehop.
com/download-our-mo-

bile-app.

Your business is unique, and so are your needs.
At Extraco, we like to treat you and your
business to a personal banking experience,

like a community bank should.

quality, innovative arts in-
struction and experiences
for all ages within a Chris-
tian environment, teach-
ing skills and techniques
that will enhance not only
the lives of the students
but also the quality of life
within the community.
Spring classes begin
on January 20. Enrollment
is limited, and classes fill
up quickly. Register today
at www.umhb.edu/arts-
academy or call 254-295-
4686 for more information.

Extraco Banks is a Member FDIC.

Extraco
Banks.

‘ Commercial Lending

‘ Business Bonus Banking

‘ Commercial Insurance

Let’'s Build
Some Dreams™

INSURANCE PRODUCTS ARE NOT DEPOSITS, NOT INSURED BY THE FDIC OR ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY, NOT GUARANTEED BY
EXTRACO BANKS OR ITS AFFILIATES, AND MAY GO DOWN IN VALUE.

To see how Extraco can help your business, contact a commercial banker at 254.774.5500 or visit extracobanks.com.
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A few choice words

“The difference between the almost right word and
the right word is really a large matter. 'Tis the differ-
ence between the lightning bug and the lightning.”

So wrote Mark Twain. Writers have used this quote
to describe the process of writing, with good reason.

Twain’s words are true in fiction and equally true
in news writing.

With the English language being what it is, there
are many words which are easy to use and/or misuse.
Accept and except, for example. Or the use of its ver-
sus it’s, or they’re, their, there. Looking at those words
used in context, it’s usually not hard to decipher the
writer’s intent, even if the word is misused (although
warning bells go off if you’re a member of the Gram-
mar Police).

However, using almost-right words and right
words have as much to do with their impact on a read-
er’s understanding of the written word, and even how
they feel about what’s written.

When we read the news, we always carry our feel-
ings along about the subject we’re reading about.

In its highest form, news is supposed to be unbi-

My Front Porch ¢ Lynette Sowell

ased and informative, without the writer’s own opin-
ions being inserted into the narrative.

It should speak for itself, leaving the reader to
come away with their own opinions or feelings, and
can even spur them to take action and get involved.
Ideally. It’s a tricky dance.

Things can get trickier when writing about some-
thing as mundane as city budgets, for example. People
can get very emotional about budgets and spending.
If it’s tax dollars funding a budget, they can be either
delighted, dismayed, disgusted, or depressed. It all de-
pends on who you ask.

As an example, if I were to look at a city depart-
ment’s budget from one year to the next, if next year’s
funding is going to be less than the prior year, I could
choose from a lineup of words to describe that change
in funding.

I could simply write: The projected budget is
$35,000 decreased from last year.” That’s kind of bor-
ing. It reads a little awkwardly, too.

Or I could write: The projected budget for next
year was slashed by $35,000 compared to last year.

That’s a bit more dramatic. That’ll sure make
someone sit up and read.

But what does the word “slashed” mean? Slashed
connotes a violent, forceful action. How about simply
writing that the budget was cut? Chopped? Trimmed?
Reduced?

If I was feeling especially outraged, I could write
the budget was gutted, disemboweled? Yuck.

Does it matter how I, personally, feel about a de-
partment’s budget? Of course, how I feel matters! I,
like all writers, carry around an opinion which I must
put to the side.

When I write, it doesn’t or shouldn’t matter how
I feel, personally. What should matter is getting the
information out to readers that a particular budget is
not going to receive as much funding as it did last year,
$35,000 less. How readers feel should be entirely up
to them. It’s the job of the news to simply present the
information and help get questions answered.

The lightning bug and lightning are two very dif-
ferent things, changed by three little letters making up
one word.

Home Building

As I’ve mentioned before, I've been playing and run-
ning tabletop role-playing game campaigns off and on since
1990.

At present, I'm trying to assemble a campaign based on
a game system in which the players will create characters
that represent members of a military special forces / covert
ops division. As part of it, I'm creating the fictional military
base that the characters will call home, a fictional “adven-
ture city” that will serve as the civilian home of said military
base, and a number of littler communities that will round
out the fictional county it’ll all take place in. I have chosen
to make the county on the smaller side, about 60,000 people
or so; this is just big enough that the players can have their
characters find misadventure between missions but small
enough that my autistic OCD doesn’t kick in & compel me
to micromanage the snot out of everything.

While developing the setting out, I got to thinking.
I’ve noticed that when I go to create “adventure cities” for
gaming campaigns and fictional works set in the modern-
day (yes, my batting average for getting my works of fic-
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tion published is still hovering around .000; I might have to
switch to doing copy writing as a would-be side hustle), I
have a bad subconscious habit of incorporating a lot of my
creature comforts into these locales. It’s as if a part of my
brain is laying out these places with an eye to “If they were
real, would I be able to relocate there without it significantly
disrupting my current lifestyle?”. For example, I don’t get
movie screeners, and so I go to the local movie theater like
everyone else in order to see whatever new movie I intend to
review; cue a multiplex of some kind usually making its way
into whatever setting I create (in this case, die rolls based on
criteria I laid out came back with an independently-owned
six-screen venue).

This is what has me thinking. What do we each, as in-
dividuals, regard as necessities or creature comforts in our
daily lives? What type of venues or retailers make us feel
nice & cozy whenever they’re around? What name brands
(both products and businesses) do we look for whenever we
go somewhere we’ve never been before in order to make
that transition or journey a bit easier? How greatly would

our routines be disrupted if they went away, or if we were to
move some place else? I recall, for example, a rather bizarre
Twitter exchange in which a comic book artist who lived in
a major coastal city vowed that they could never leave their
city because they didn’t want to lose their favorite bodega,
the artist refusing to believe that convenience stores — as
most people call them — exist throughout much of the nation.

What is it about a specific place that makes us want to
call it “home” or leave it as fast as possible, makes us want to
live there if we don’t already or makes us never want to live
there in the first place?

With the new year upon us, now might be a good time
for everyone to ask themselves those questions.

It would also be a good time to plan how we each can
help support the small businesses, local community organi-
zations, and other groups that are sincerely trying to make
your home town feel like a true home town.

Yes, I said “find misadventure”. Never underestimate
how often “Murphy’s Law” will supersede the rules of any
given role-playing game, even house rules.

Random Thinks

Pleasant Ramblings  Mark Magnan

Have you ever had a friend
or neighbor that owns a Yorkie, or
perhaps you own one yourself? The
Yorkie has the same “bark” wheth-
er they are getting the “heck” beat
out of them or barking at someone
at the door!

The first time I heard the
“door” bark I thought the owner
was beating their dog, nope, just
the same “yelp” for multiple ex-
pressions of notifications. Obvi-
ously, I wouldn’t beat any dog,
well, unless it was gnawing on my
leg, so I was a bit surprised when
I first came across this trait. If you
find yourself as a Yorkie owner and
this describes your dog, you might
want to put a disclaimer on your
door, just so the random person
ringing your doorbell doesn’t call
the dog police on you. Heck just
tape this part of my column to your
door to explain things.

We have several types of ani-
mation for times when your com-
puter (include tablets and phones
here as well) is doing something
that is going to take a few mo-
ments. You have the circling
balls, or the round animation of
“twinkies” going around in circles.
Or the “untrue” status line when
installing software. What about the
person that designed and then got
the “hourglass™ approved as a valid
“waiting” symbol. Did they have
another thought behind that, some-
thing old and antiquated that no one
uses in modern times, to show how
long your device is taking to do
whatever it is that it is doing.

I think we have gotten used
to getting things right away, with
minimal wait times, so Wwhen
something does take longer than
we think it does, we get upset. I can
remember booting up the computer

for the day, often feeding it a disk
or two to get it running, it was not
connected to anything other than a
power cord plugged into the wall.
The internet, if you can call it that,
was just something you used as
needed, not staying connected all
day long. If you did want to get
online, you fired up a small device
that made odd noises as it attempt-
ed to connect to a similar device in
another town, no one really knows
where. Often this didn’t take the
first time, so you had to either let
it try again, or go get a cup of cof-
fee and give it another shot in a few
minutes.

These days if your internet
goes out at the house, your refrig-
erator can’t send a message to your
phone that you are out of milk, so
the next morning you pour a bowl
full of Coco-puffs and have no
milk for them!

And we are getting to the same
point with coffee. We have these
little pods which make a decent
cup of coffee in just a minute or so.
This is faster than going through
a drive-thru window to get a cup.
I like my coffee and have several
ways to make different types, so
I understand, some are quick and
some take a bit of time and effort.

Fast coffee when I was a kid
was a vending machine. These
were common in hospitals and oth-
er places where the public might be
waiting. While I wasn’t allowed to
drink coffee my father did, so he
would “buy” himself a cup of cof-
fee and then get me a cup of hot
chocolate. The problem was that
the water used in these machines
was scalding hot, I always tried to
wait until it cooled a bit, but ended
up scorching my tongue anyway.
These machines were a bit enter-

taining as well as frustrating. You
put in the coins, the safety door,
which was clear, closed, a cup
would drop down, or should. If no
cup dropped down you watched
your coffee squirt right into the
little drain. About a third of the
time the cup would come down but
was not positioned well, you could
open the safety door and hopefully
poke the cup into the correct orien-
tation before the coffee started. To
a young child this was a very inter-
esting machine, and probably fairly
advanced for the time. I am sure
my father was frustrated quite often
when he didn’t get his coffee on the
first try and had to go through this
again. I was frustrated when I had
to wait two days for my hot choco-
late to cool off enough to drink.

I hope everyone has a week
filled with minimal waiting!

Go outside! The benefits of spending time in nature

During the great Texas freeze of
2023, T nearly went bonkers. Normally,
I’m an inside kind of girl. My dream job is
one that would pay me to curl up in front
of a roaring fire and read books. But after
several days of nothing but sleet and ice, I
needed some fresh air.

But my lack of coordination and my
overwhelming sense of self-preservation
kept me from venturing outdoors. I even
sent CJ, my poodle, outside without me.
He could scratch when he was ready to
come back in. If he got lost in the blizzard,
that was on him.

When the sun finally played peek-
a-boo through the gray clouds, it didn’t
take me long to strap on my (barely used)
hiking boots and trudge outside. I had to
stomp each step to get traction, but it was
worth it to feel the sunshine on my face. I
stayed outside for about twenty minutes.
At that point, I felt relaxed. Rejuvenated.
Ready to conquer mountains.

Preferably not icy ones.

My experience is not unique. Re-
search reveals that time in nature, whether

Coffee Talk « Renae Brumbaugh Green

in green spaces or blue (think water, sky),
has a positive impact on both mental and
physical health. What we see, hear, and
experience affects the mood, nervous sys-
tem, endocrine system, and immune sys-
tem.

The opposite is also true. A lack of
time spent in nature, or “nature depriva-
tion” (often due to too much technology/
screen time), is associated with higher
rates of depression and anxiety. Some
studies also show a correlation between
more screen time and a lack of empathy
and altruism. But it gets worse: a 2011
study associated greater screen time with a
higher mortality rate, regardless of physi-
cal activity.

Why is time in nature so beneficial?
The natural world can help us feel more
grounded, more in tune with our parasym-
pathetic nervous system. This causes us to
feel more connected to the world around
us, which in turn helps with stress man-
agement and overall wellbeing.

Time spent in nature reduces fear,
stress and anger. It increases feelings of

pleasure. Exposure to the natural world af-
fects physical health, too. It reduces blood
pressure, regulates heart rate, decreases
muscle tension, and decreases/regulates
the production of stress hormones.

It also affects brain function! Students
in schools with access to natural spaces
tend to have higher scores than those who
don’t. Adults assigned to public hous-
ing sectors with access to natural spaces
showed better attention span and memory
function than those without that access.
There’s also a correlation between lower
crime rates and access to natural spaces
such as public parks.

The evidence shows it’s worth it to
find ways to immerse yourself in nature.
Here are some ideas to get started:

Aim for two hours a week. One study
showed less than this has little effect, but
two hours or more showed great benefits.

Head to a local park, beach, or other
natural space.

Go for a long walk, or simply sit and
read or listen to music.

Play the five senses game: Try to fo-

cus on five things you see, four things you
hear, three things you feel, two things you
smell, and one thing you taste.

When possible, bring plants and water
features into your indoor space.

Use pictures of natural habitats as
your screen saver. Frame nature pictures
and add them to your workspace. (Studies
show that viewing pictures of nature has
positive effects on mental health.)

Remember, you don’t have to go on
a grand adventure to reap the benefits of
nature. Two hours a week is achieved with
15-20 minutes a day. Next time you’re
feeling stressed or anxious, grab some
sunscreen and a bottle of water and head
outside. You may be surprised at how
much better you feel when you come back.

“The heavens declare the glory of
God; the skies proclaim the work of his
hands. Day after day they pour forth
speech; night after night they display
knowledge. There is no speech or lan-
guage where their voice is not heard.”
~Psalm 19:1
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Courtesy Photo
The effort to expand the free holiday skating event in downtown Belton paid off in 2025 with 7,500 people using the rink over a span of 23 days, an impressive feat

considering there was several nights with inclement weather--rain, wind, and cold. Visitors to the rink included Belton Christian Youth Center children, home school
children, and staff, all of whom received separate special skating opportunities during the day before the rink opened for that evening. Superheroes associated
with Bell County Comic Con and vendors also were seen at the rink. Part-time workers helped make this three-week event manageable for Parks staff, which is
always busy in December.

Voted Best:
Fajitas, Margaritas, & Enchiladas
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