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September was a great month for our district! 

For the second time in my Lions career I was part of one of the most rewarding service events I will
ever be part of.  Tuesday, September 23rd, Johnson and Johnson, Lions International, Distinct L,
and other non profits had the opportunity to screen 672 children from the Jacksonville area Boys
and Girls Clubs. This is the epitome of having a collaboration of like-minded entities coming
together for the common good. It wasn't hard to notice that all the adults were having as much
fun as the kids. I even saw Past International President Brian and Lion Lori Sheehan was right in
there with everyone in the fun.  

I have to tell you that having my purple DG sisters, Linda Gregory, Elizabeth Fisher and Maggiy
Williams along with our CC Jimmy Gregory made my day complete. Being able to share this
experience with them was very special to me. We had Lions from all four districts sharing in the
fun of screening and helping the kids. We even had PDG Shannon Kingston from Georgia and one
family member of a Lion that showed up asked to be part of our day. 

Every one of us in attendance had our hearstrings pulled at one time or another while we saw a
mass of children going in several different directions in their designated colored shirts with their
new red sunglasses and goody bags. The children were entertained with face painting, a DJ,
coloring, throwing footballs with a few of the Jacksonville Jaguars, and treats….. lots of treats, while
they were waiting their turn for vision screening.  

It made me a little sad seeing young children with protective eye wear because at their young age
they needed to have their eyes dilated. But then, I had to remind myself that we helped them
dodge a bullet. We helped them with what might have otherwise been a hard life with the
possible loss of sight. We have all done a great service for those children that otherwise would have
never had the chance to have a better life.

In Lionism We Serve, 

District Governor 35 L

District Governor
Message

Suzi Rodgers
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CODE OF ETHICS

 To Show my faith in the worthiness of my vocation by industrious
application to the end that I may merit a reputation for quality of service.

 To Seek success and to demand all fair remuneration or profit as my just
due, but to accept no profit or success of the price of my own self-respect
lost because of unfair advantage taken or because of questionable acts on
my part. 

To Remember that in building up my business it is not necessary to tear
down another’s; to be loyal to my clients or customers and true to myself.

 Whenever a doubt arises as to the right or ethics of my position or action
towards others, to resolve such doubt against myself.

 To Hold friendship as an end and not a means. To hold that true friendship
exists not on account of the service performed by one to another, but that
true friendship demands nothing but accepts service in the spirit in which
it is given. 

 Always to bear in mind my obligations as a citizen to my nation, my state,
and my community, and to give them my unswerving loyalty in work, act,
and deed. To give them freely of my time, labor and means. 

 To Aid others by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my aid to the
weak, and my substance to the needy. 

 To Be Careful with my criticism and liberal with my praise; to build up and
not destroy.
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Spooktacular 2025
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Order of the Golden Chain Award
The Order of the Golden Chain is a special recognition available to any Lion who
demonstrates commitment and service throughout the year. To qualify, members must
complete all five mandatory requirements—including active participation in meetings,
recruiting a new member, and serving on a committee—along with 11 out of 20 optional
activities such as visiting Lions Eye Banks, attending conferences, contributing to LCIF, or
writing about Lions service for publication.
This award is unique because it can be earned every year that the requirements are met. It
serves as both a challenge and an opportunity for Lions to stay engaged, expand their
service, and inspire others through consistent involvement.
⏰  Important Reminder: All requirements must be completed and forms submitted by
December 31. Don’t miss the chance to add your name to the Order of the Golden Chain and
be recognized for your outstanding service!

To print awards go to 
https://www.lionsmd35.com/award-information
Governor’s Achievement Award – New Member

The Governor’s Achievement Award recognizes Lions who have shown extraordinary
commitment and service during their first year of membership. This honor highlights those
who embrace the spirit of Lionism by actively participating in projects, attending meetings,
and making a lasting impact in their club and community.
All club presidents are encouraged to review their new members and nominate those who
have demonstrated exceptional dedication. This is a wonderful opportunity to honor and
encourage our newest Lions while celebrating the strength and future of our organization.
⏰ Important Reminder: All nominations must be submitted by December 31. Don’t miss the
chance to recognize the achievements of your outstanding new members!

Governor’s Achievement Award – New & Transfer Members
The Governor’s Achievement Award is designed to help both new Lions and transfer Lions
become fully engaged in the purpose and activities of Lionism. Eligible members complete a
series of requirements—such as attending meetings, participating in service projects, and
learning more about Lions International—that build a strong foundation of involvement and
service..
This award not only recognizes individual dedication but also strengthens clubs by
encouraging meaningful participation from members in their first year. Sponsoring Lions play
a key role in guiding and supporting nominees through the process, while clubs ensure
certification and timely submission.
⏰  Important Deadline: All completed nomination forms must be submitted to the District
Chair by December 31. Don’t miss the opportunity to recognize and celebrate the
accomplishments of your newest Lions!

https://www.lionsmd35.com/award-information


Millard Conklin Crusader for Lionism Award
The Millard Conklin Crusader for Lionism Award honors dedicated “Grass Root” Lions whose
outstanding service and commitment strengthen their clubs and communities. Each district
selects one winner based on accomplishments during the January 1 – December 31 contest
period, with a Multiple District 35 winner chosen from among the district honorees. 
This award is designed to recognize the everyday Lions who give their time, energy, and heart
to projects, meetings, and service initiatives throughout the year. Nominations can be made
by clubs, zone chairs, district directors, or MD-35 projects, ensuring that deserving Lions at
every level have the chance to be recognized.
⏰  Important Reminder: All accomplishments must be completed by December 31, with
entries submitted to the MD-35 office by the required deadline. Don’t miss this opportunity
to shine a spotlight on the Lions who embody the true spirit of service!

To print awards go to 
https://www.lionsmd35.com/award-information

Anchor Award
The Anchor Award recognizes the “Grass Root Lions” who provide strength, stability, and
dedication at the club level. These are the Lions who put in at least 125 hours of service in
recognized Lions activities throughout the year—whether through projects, meetings,
training, or visitations Anchor Award.
This award is designed to honor the steady and committed service of Lions who often work
behind the scenes to keep our clubs strong. By recognizing their contributions, we not only
celebrate their efforts but also encourage ongoing engagement and reduce member
dropouts.
⏰  Important Reminder: All service hours must be certified and submitted, with completed
award orders received by the District Awards Chair no later than December 31. Don’t miss
this chance to honor your club’s true anchors!

Dr. Walter H. Campbell Pilot Award
The Pilot Award is one of the most prestigious honors in MD-35, recognizing a Past District
Governor (PDG) in each district, as well as one at the Multiple District level, for their
outstanding service, leadership, and dedication to Lionism. This award highlights the
incredible impact PDGs make through their work at the club, district, and multiple district
levels..
The contest period runs from January 1 through December 31, and only the
accomplishments achieved during this time will be considered. This ensures that recognition
is based on the most recent year of service and contributions.
⏰  Important Reminder: All achievements must be completed by December 31, and
applications must be submitted to the MD-35 office by the required deadline. Don’t miss the
opportunity to honor and celebrate the dedicated leadership of our Past District Governors!

https://www.lionsmd35.com/award-information
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Did you know our district has 6
different regions for the 

Special Olympics? 
Get involved today! 

specialolympicsflorida.org/events
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https://www.specialolympicsflorida.org/
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15 NOVEMBER

DISTRICT 35L DISTRICT
ADVISORY MEETING -
HIGH SPRINGS

17-18 OCTOBER

MD 35 FALL
CONFERENCE - ORLANDO

24 JANUARY 

DISTRICT 35L DISTRICT
ADVISORY MEETING -
CHIPLEY, FL

11 APRIL

DISTRICT 35L DISTRICT
ADVISORY MEETING -
TALLAHASSEE

1-2 MAY

MD 25 SPRING
CONVENTION - ORLANDO



ONLINE DIRECTORY
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Month of October
Blindness Awareness Month

Leo Membership Growth Month
Lions Membership Growth Month

October 4
World Animal Day

October 4-12
Week of Service: Mental Health & Well-Being

October 5
World Teacher Day

October 8
World Service Day 

(On October 8, 1917, the newly formed International Association of Lions Clubs
held its first national convention in Dallas, Texas. The date is now observed

annually as World Lions Service Day.)

October 9
World Sight Day

October 10
World Mental Health Day

October 15
International White Cane Safety Day

October 16
World Food Day

October 17-19
Multiple District Conference

October 28
National First Responders Day

October 31
Halloween 16

http://district35l.com/
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WEBSITES
lionsclubs.org
LCIF Website
lionsvirtual.org
Lions Portal
Lionsmd35.com
district35L.com
district35i.com
district35o.com
district35n.com
lionsdistrict35n.org

YOUTUBE
Lions International
@LionsVirtualLive
@USLionsRock
Lions Video Center

FACEBOOK
Lions International
LCIF
Lions USA
Lions Virtual
Global Lions Forum
Lions of Multiple District 35 
Florida Lions District 35-L 
Florida Lions District 35-I 
Florida Lions District 35-O
Florida Lions District 35-N 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/lcif
https://lionsvirtual.org/
https://lionsinternational.my.site.com/s/login/?language=en_US
http://lionsmd35.com/
http://district35l.com/
http://district35i.com/
http://district35o.com/
http://district35n.com/
https://lionsdistrict35n.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/lionsclubsorg
https://www.youtube.com/@LionsVirtualLive
https://www.youtube.com/@USLionsRock
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/lions-video-center
https://www.facebook.com/lionsclubs
https://www.facebook.com/LCIFLions/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/371054055831434
https://www.facebook.com/LionsVirtual
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152792871987251
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100080335579136
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100080335579136
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554420890095
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554420890095
https://www.facebook.com/Floridalionsdistrict35i/
https://www.facebook.com/Floridalionsdistrict35i/
https://www.facebook.com/FloridaLionsDistrict35O
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578225952128
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578225952128


Governor’s Achievement Award – New Lion
This award is designed to assist the NEW LION
member to become thoroughly familiar and
fully involved in the activities and purposes of
Lionism.
This award is available only to NEW members in
their first year of membership, beginning with
induction. 
See www.district35l.com/award-information for
ALL Awards information and applications. 

Governor’s Achievement Award – Transfer Lion
This award is designed to assist the new Transfer
Lion to become thoroughly familiar and fully
involved in the activities and purposes of
Lionism. This award is available only to new
Transfer Lions in their first year of membership,
beginning with induction into the club they
transferred.
See www.district35l.com/award-information for
ALL Awards information and applications. 

Order of the Golden Chain
 Any Lion who completes the requirements between January 1st and December 31st shall earn the
Golden Chain Award. The award may be earned each year the qualifications are met.
See www.district35l.com/award-information for ALL Awards information and applications. 

Peace Poster
For over three decades, Lions clubs around the
globe have been sponsoring a very special art
contest in schools and youth groups. Creating
peace posters gives children everywhere the
chance to express their visions of peace and
inspire the world through art and creativity. 
www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-
approach/youth/peace-poster
35L Chair: Blanche Day
lionblanche2015@gmail.com

Anchor Award
The purpose of this award is to provide
recognition for the “Grass Root Lions” who are
the anchors and stability of our association.
 The club secretary shall collect each tally sheet,
tabulate its points, and submit it to the District
Awards chair by July 31st of each year to be
eligible.
See www.district35l.com/award-information for
ALL Awards information and applications. 

Awards and Contests
Lions do not serve others in order to receive rewards. The rewards they seek are
less tangible, but no less real. Lions’ rewards lie in the satisfaction of
demonstrating their commitment to the work of Lionism; serving as an effective
team member on club, district and international projects and activities; and
focusing on the community in terms of less fortunate individuals and projects and
activities for the betterment of the community. 
While the purpose of being a member of this wonderful organization is not to
receive awards, we do recognize that members who make a significant
contribution are deserving of recognition, encouragement, and appreciation. 
We encourage every club and every member to become familiar with the available
awards and work toward obtaining one or more. Nominations should be
submitted to the appropriate Awards Chair by the dates indicated for each award.
See www.district35l.com/award-information for ALL Awards information and
applications. See lionsclubs.org for International Awards.
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Dr. Walter H. Campbell Pilot Award for Lionism
The Pilot Award is designed to recognize a Past District Governor (PDG) in each of the Districts,
and a PDG in MD-35, with a prestigious award for outstanding efforts, dedication, and
contributions during the preceding calendar year on behalf of Lionism. All entries must be
submitted to the Multiple District 35 (MD) Office and postmarked no later than January 31st of the
following year to the contest.
See www.district35l.com/award-information for ALL Awards information and applications. 

Millard Conklin Crusader for Lionism Award
The Millard Conklin Crusader for Lionism Award is designed to encourage participation of "Grass
Root" Lions in each district and club and to select one from each district to be rewarded for
outstanding dedi-cation and contributions for their current calendar year efforts made to Lionism,
and to be presented for a District award. The award shall cover the accomplishments realized only
during the contest period from January 1st through December 31st of each calendar year 
See www.district35l.com/award-information for ALL Awards information and applications. 

See www.district35l.com/award-information for ALL
Awards information and applications. 
See lionsclubs.org for International Awards.

Awards and Contests

Membership Satisfaction Award
When a Lions club meets or exceeds the expectations of its members, it leads to membership
satisfaction and retention. Satisfied members will keep coming back, which will keep your club
healthy and vital to the community
See lionsclubs.org for International Awards.
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District 35-L Newsletter 

Brittny Young

FLdistrict35L@gmail.com

Send all newsletter and website items by the 26th of the month.
Photos are used if the quality and content are suitable. If possible, the name or names of
the person or persons shown in a photo must accompany the photo.
Photos can be accepted as JPEG or PNG. 
Email articles as plain text typed body of email, PDF, or as a Microsoft Word attachment.
Include Club Name, Contact person’s email, phone number, and a physical address. All Events must
have a date, location, and time. Raffles need to be sent with where to buy tickets. 
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