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Memorium

Frank Crum Mingledorff, Jr., 78 of Sopchoppy, passed away on
January 5, 2025. Frank and his family moved to Sopchoppy in
2004. He was a civil engineer and a member of Delta Sigma Phi
Fraternity at Auburn University. He earned a Bachelor of civil
engineering from Auburn University in 1968 and a Master of
sanitary engineering from Georgia Tech in 1973. He served in The
United States Army, Corp of Engineers, and he was a member of
Lake Ellen Baptist Church. He was a mentor for Wakulla High
School, and a member of Crawfordville and Sopchoppy Lions
Clubs. Frank had many hobbies. He played high school basketball
and enjoyed scuba diving. He loved boating and fishing with the
grandkids, playing with his Labradors, as well as working crossword
puzzles and brain teasers. He was also a fan of Auburn and Georgia
Tech football. 

Frank leaves behind his wife of 55 years, Barbara Mingledorff; children, Aleyne Stroup (Scott) and Jennifer
Hammock (Mike); grandchildren, Ethan, Jacob, Cody (Madison), and Cameron (Gracie Mae); and one great-
grandson, Braydan Tate. 

Lion Bob Holmes joined the Ocala 200 in 2017, sponsored by
PDG Bob Melnick. A faithful Lion that was good at helping
the club raise money. He was a fire-fighter during 9/11 in New
York and often recalled the many difficulties associated with
that event. He is best remembered for his calm demeanor at
club meetings, never wanting to draw attention to himself.
Rest in Peace Lion Bob. 
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Did you know? 

Keeping Your Lions Club Social Media and Website Updated Can Help
Your Town Grow
In today’s digital age, your Lions Club’s website and social media presence are more
than just communication tools — they’re powerful assets for your entire community.
When industries and businesses consider moving into a town, one of the first things
they research is the community’s online presence. A vibrant, updated Lions Club
website and active social media pages send a strong message: This is a connected,
engaged, and forward-thinking town.

Why It Matters:
First Impressions Count – Outdated information or inactive pages can give
outsiders the impression that the community is not active or welcoming.
Showcasing Community Involvement – Regular updates highlight local service
projects, fundraisers, and events, showing industries that the town has a strong
volunteer spirit and civic pride.
Building Trust and Visibility – Consistent communication online makes it easier
for potential partners and industries to trust that your community is organized and
dependable.
Encouraging Growth – A strong digital presence helps attract not only industries
but also families, visitors, and future Lions members.

Take Action:
Post updates about recent projects, fundraisers, and community service.
Keep your website current with meeting times, contact information, and upcoming
events.
Share photos and success stories that showcase the impact your club is making.

Remember: Your Lions Club is the heartbeat of your community. Keeping your
digital presence alive helps attract opportunities that benefit everyone.



BACK TO TOP

4

Alachua Lions Club

Alachua Lions Visited by PLFM

The ALC was recently visited by Promised Land Family Ministries and received a
presentation on their mission. It was clearly evident that PLFM's mission is very much the
same as the Lions' mission, serving our community. PLFM manages a 54-acre farm in Lake
Butler, FL, where they grow lots of fruits and vegetables, that are then distributed to local
residents. The organization sponsors a monthly food pantry that serves 600+ people in a
tri-county area. PLFM also sponsors various healthcare programs in which they provide
health screenings and other medical assistance programs to residents of the community.

John and Rebecca Hall spend countless hours managing this program and it is all
voluntarily. No one gets a salary, and they are joined by a number of other volunteers from
the community to carry out the mission. They love having visitors and would love for you to
come and see the incredible work that they are doing at this facility. Please look them up at
PromisedLandFM.org or give them a call at 386-515-5903.

Pictured from left to right: Don James, Bill Johnson, John Hall, Gunter Hirsch, Tommy
Harris, Jack Zuidema and Joel DeCoursey.
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Alachua Lions Club
The Alachua Lions Club recently collaborated with the University of Florida Early Childhood
Collaboratory to complete vision screenings at all three of their facilities. The Collaboratory
provides childcare services to approximately 200 infants and toddlers, and were delighted
to learn about the service offer through the Lions Club for vision screenings. Alachua Lions
Katy Plein, Gladys McMillian and Terri Warrington provided screenings on September 15
and 16, to 51 infants and toddlers in the UF program. Future screening visits are being
planned as parents become more aware of this service, and the staff has the opportunity to
get consent forms signed. 

Chattahoochee Lions Club

From July 4, 2025:  The winner of the
Chattahoochee Lions Club "Summer

Basket" was Alva Sue Basford.  Alva is
seen here with Lions Otis Brown, Elaine
Chandler, Paul Mazzotta, Jean and Jim

Folds.
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Calhoun-Liberty Lions Club
Dinner in the Dark 
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Calhoun-Liberty Lions Club
Dinner in the Dark 
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Cedar Key Lions Club
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Cedar Key Lions Club
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Cedar Key Lions Club

Graceville Lions Club
The Graceville Lions Club hosted its August meeting which included inducting of the 2025-2026
officers as well as the inductions of two new members. Pictured is the Lions Club’s newest members
Nathan Watford and David Watford with their club sponsor, Bobby Johns. Pictured in the second
photo is current District Governor Suzi Rodgers with the new Graceville Lions Club President Ricky
Williams as well as past- District Governor Stan Rodgers.
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Century Lions Club
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Chipley Falling Waters
‌Lions Club

📣✨ Celebrate Community! ✨📣
The Falling Waters Lions Club, in partnership with the Chipley Kiwanis Club and the Chipley Women’s
Club, came together to make a difference in the lives of local children. ❤️
Together, we collected and donated supplies to the Department of Children and Families to support
children entering the foster system. 🧸🎒💙
This effort is part of our ongoing commitment to serve, uplift, and stand united with our community.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to making this project a success! 🌟
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Crestview Lions Club
🎉🦁 Lions Roar in Gulf Breeze! 🦁🎉

The Crestview Lions Club was proud to attend the Charter Night Installation Ceremony for the brand-
new Gulf Breeze Lions Club!
It was a wonderful evening full of fellowship, inspiration, and Lion spirit as we welcomed our newest
club into the Lions family. We had a great time connecting with fellow Lions, celebrating new
leadership, and witnessing the start of a powerful service journey in Gulf Breeze.
📸 Check out some highlights from the event below! Let’s give a big “Welcome!” to our friends in Gulf
Breeze we’re excited to see all the amazing things you’ll accomplish for your community and beyond.
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Crestview Lions Club

🎉✨ Celebrating 20 Years of Service! ✨🎉
The Crestivew Lions Club was honored to
recognize Dr. Chris Howard for reaching 20 years
as a dedicated member of the Lions Club! 🦁💛
Over the past two decades, Dr. Howard has
embodied the true spirit of Lionism: service,
compassion, and leadership. From championing
community projects to supporting those in need,
his commitment has made a lasting impact on
countless lives here in our community and
beyond.
Please join us in congratulating Dr. Howard on
this achievement and thanking him for his
dedication to the mission of the Lions Club.
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Crestview Lions Club
The Crestview Lions Club was proud to participate at the Jacksonville Jaguars Foundation’s
Spooktacular in partnership with Sight For Kids and the Lions Clubs International Foundation. This
incredible event brought eye screenings, care, and education to children from underserved schools —
helping them see a brighter future, both in the classroom and beyond. We are grateful for Lion Ed’s
making that drive yesterday and representing us in Jacksonville. He is commitment to service and for
being part of a team that continues to make a lasting impact in the lives of young people across
Florida. 
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Dunnellon 2 Lions Club

Cynthia Straight 352.586.0506
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Gulf Breeze Lions Club

Gulf Breeze Charter Night
We had 30 Lions and guests in attendance to officially celebrate the formation of our new club.
The officers and members of the Gulf Breeze Lions Club wish to take this opportunity to express
our sincere appreciation to Lion Tony Stefanowicz and Lion Ralph Vierling and Dr. Greg Seltzer for
their efforts in organizing our club, the City of Gulf Breeze and its community members, Lisa Newel
of Gulf Breeze News, and Guiding Lions PDG Dr. Greg Seltzer and Lions Saving Sight Director Judi
Seltzer, as well as Pensacola Lions Club for being our club sponsor. It is our heartfelt wish that,
through the encouragement and generosity of these individuals and organizations, together with
other area clubs, we may further the ideals and objectives of Lions International.
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Gulf Breeze Lions Club

Gulf Breeze Charter Night
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Gulf Breeze Lions Club

Gulf Breeze Charter Night
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High Springs Lions Club



BACK TO TOP

21

High Springs Lions Club

September Taco Night Social at the High Springs Lions Club. Some awards were given

out. Lion Marvin recieved a Key award for bring two members into the HSLC. Lion Barb

recieved the Lion of the Month. Honorary Members, Tim and Garnieth recieved the

Outstanding Service Award. Congratulations to All .
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High Springs Lions Club

The High Springs Lions Club hosted Roscoe's Gold Star Rockers 4  Gold Star Music

festival 9/26 to 9/28. It was three days filled with camping, music, fun, amazing food

and awesome folks!  Despite a deluge downpour on Saturday evening, spirits were not

dampened, and great time was enjoyed by all!  Proceeds from this event will go to local

Gold Star families. Can't wait to host another event in the Spring.

th
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We had the honor of serving dinner to the Jacksonville Arlington Lions Club. The Lions Club

has been a faithful community partner of ours for MANY years, and it is ALWAYS a joy to

continue this tradition of giving back. This year was especially meaningful as our girls joined us

in serving, and they did so with their whole hearts! Their presence added warmth and energy to

the evening, showing the true spirit of service in action. Giving back is more than an act of

kindness, it is a way of building character, fostering connection, and strengthening community!

Moments like these remind us that service not only blesses others but also shapes us into

more compassionate and grounded individuals. We are grateful for opportunities to both serve

and teach the value of giving back! 
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A few of our Lions members were at the Foundation Fighting Blindness Jacksonville Vision
Connection event! 
It was a fantastic opportunity to support the blind and low vision community and learn about
amazing new technologies, like Ray-Ban Meta Smart Glasses and AI tools. The event, which was
hosted by the Foundation Fighting Blindness, also featured the Eye Spy Foundation.

Tallahassee Lions Club
Recently the Lions Club in

Tallahassee, Fl donated several

brooms to the Ronald McDonald

House! 

This House supports families in

need that have children

undergoing treatment at the

Hospital. Lions Serve!

Pictured are Jim Lee, our

President; and Paula Vantassell ,

Vice President.

https://www.facebook.com/FoundationFightingBlindness?__cft__[0]=AZV-_l4zBxzO7Rz0TSBMjanVEsIBJgcN2Ae9ga1triUGmUL7Za3XMf03aH75pbeljqmRtvVU4_DUHElsFvODXBc67-AEizmnBSjs-F0ThRYb-b3agUWbQJKy6hfnq3WZVmcr1DtaxF4iY5aFTDqZQ-EuvarLcL03pHnjjLCIXxXP39M7gWn7EwxLWGm6GyTke3g&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/eyespyorg?__cft__[0]=AZV-_l4zBxzO7Rz0TSBMjanVEsIBJgcN2Ae9ga1triUGmUL7Za3XMf03aH75pbeljqmRtvVU4_DUHElsFvODXBc67-AEizmnBSjs-F0ThRYb-b3agUWbQJKy6hfnq3WZVmcr1DtaxF4iY5aFTDqZQ-EuvarLcL03pHnjjLCIXxXP39M7gWn7EwxLWGm6GyTke3g&__tn__=-]K-R
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At our recent dinner meeting, the Jax Beach Lions Club presented a check to Chip Davis of
Flounder Pounder, benefiting the Jacksonville School for Autism (JSA).
We are proud to support this great cause!

The 16th Annual Flounder
Pounder is a fishing
tournament that brings the
community together for a
fantastic time while raising
money for JSA.

Event Details:
Captain's Meeting: October 9,
2025 at 7 PM
Tournament: October 11, 2025
Awards: October 12, 2025
First Place Prize: $10,000
Get ready to fish and help a
great cause!
You can learn more and
register at
flounderpounderjax.com or
jsakids.org
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What a wonderful night of
fellowship! ✨

We were so happy to have our
members Susan, Meredyth and
President Linda attend the
dinner meeting Sept 22 at our
friends' club, the Arlington
Lions Club.
They had an inspiring evening
with special guest Past
International President Brian
Sheehan.
It's always great to connect
with fellow Lions!

Our Lions Linda and Susan had a
great time volunteering at the Eye

Spy Foundation Social on Thursday
September 18th.

The Wait is Over! We Have a New Club Pin! 🎉
We're so excited to officially unveil our new club pin! We handed
out the first ones at our last business meeting, and we can't wait
to give more of these to our members, friends and sponsors at

our upcoming events.
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Spooktacular 2025
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Spooktacular 2025
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Spooktacular 2025
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Jacksonville River City
 Lions Club
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Jacksonville River City
 Lions Club
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Jacksonville RAW
 Lions Club

Rhythm & Bingo 80s Style  with North Augusta Lions Club.
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Live Oak Lions Club
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Live Oak Lions Club
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Newberry Lions Club
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Newberry Lions Club

🤠 🎉  Get ready for big laughs and
unforgettable moments with Rodeo
Clown Dusty Meyers at the
CountryWay Town Square ProRodeo!
Dusty’s quick wit and fearless antics
will keep the crowd on their feet all
night long.
📅 October 24th & 25th • 8 PM nightly
📍 CountryWay Town Square
Grab your tickets now and join us for
two nights of rodeo action you won’t
forget. Complete details here 👉
https://www.facebook.com/share/1B2k
BV4wvw/

https://www.facebook.com/share/1B2kBV4wvw/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1B2kBV4wvw/
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Ocala Lions Club

Ocala Lions Club inducted 3 new members this month.

Todd Belknap - Sponsor Richard Lytle - September 4

Lee Ann Endicott - Sponsor Barry Fies - September 11

Sharron Albert -Sponsor Diane Renyhnart- September 18

President Lion Barry Fies, New Member Sharron

Albert, PDG Jerry Skufe - Presided at Induction,

Sponsor Lion Diane Renyhart Lion Lou Barnes - Presided at Induction, New

Lion Todd Belknap, Sponsor Lion Richard Lytle

 Lion Jim Evans -Presided at Induction, New

Lion Lee Ann Endicott, Sponsor & President

Barry Fies
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Ocala Lions Club

The Ocala Lions Club Jerry Cullison 32nd Memorial Golf Tournament

December 6, 2025 Ocala Palms Golf & Country Club 8:30 am Shotgun Start
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OCALA LIONS CLUB CONTINUES KIDSIGHT PROGRAM
By Diane Renyhart

The KidSight Program in Ocala has been supported by the Ocala Lions Club since 2014. During

that time, over 14,000 children have been screened. The program has made a difference in the

lives of young children. KidSight is a free vision screening program administered by the Florida

KidSight Foundation and Lions Club volunteers. It detects vision problems that can cause

Amblyopia (lazy eye) in children between the ages of 1 and 6 years of age. The Ocala Lions Club

has made a major commitment to the program this year and recently purchased two new State-

of-the-Art Plusoptix S20 cameras. Rebecca Christianson, representative for Plusoptix, came to

Ocala Lions Club meetings to share information about the cameras and their benefits. There was

also a special trade-in program offered by the company and support is provided.

Ocala Lions Club members go to local preschools and screen the children. The cameras are used

to create an image of the children’s eyes. The camera will recommend a referral if a problem is

detected and parents/guardians are notified. The Ocala Lions Club KidSight program is being run

this year by Lion Kristi Hannen with assistance from Lion Peter Palermo and Lions Jim &amp;

Tricia Evans. A group of volunteers from the Club do the screenings which continue through the

fall . Please contact Lion Kristi Hannen at kristihannen@gmail.com if you would like

additional information.
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Ocala Lions Club

Lion Tricia Evans &Lion Jim Evans
Lion Kristi Hannen & Lion Peter Palermo
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Our club has been busy serving the community. We participated in the annual White Cane
Awareness campaign, raising both funds and awareness for programs that provide vision
screenings, glasses, and essential eye care.
Helping children with their vision remains a top priority. In recent weeks, we supported local
students by helping them receive eye exams and glasses — giving them the tools they need to
succeed. We also continued community outreach through food distribution and other assistance
to families in need.

Lighthouse Dedication Gift
A special project is nearing completion: the 5-foot Lighthouse gift and dedication for the Florida
Center for the Blind. This handcrafted symbol will stand as a lasting tribute to the partnership
between the Lions and the Center, representing our shared commitment to vision and support
for those living with blindness and visual impairments. Our members are excited to celebrate
this dedication in the weeks ahead.

Fellowship & Guest Speakers
Service is at the heart of what we do, but fellowship keeps us strong. Our monthly breakfasts at
Brunch House gave members the chance to connect and share ideas.
Over the past two months, we also welcomed community speakers from local organizations,
including therapeutic riding associations and the Marion County Sexual Assault Advocates.
These presentations gave us powerful insight into community needs and how Lions can continue
to support vital causes.

Cornhole & Club Spirit
We had a wonderful time at our Cornhole Tournament practice — an afternoon filled with
laughter, friendly competition, and team spirit. Looking ahead, we are especially excited for our
upcoming Cornhole Tournament against the On Top of the World Lions Club. This friendly rivalry
will strengthen bonds between clubs and keep our fellowship lively.
Looking Forward

Planning is well underway for our Casino Night fundraiser, which will help raise funds for future
service projects. With the holidays approaching, we are also preparing community drives to
support families across Marion County during the season.

Closing Thought
From vision screenings to guest speakers, from fellowship breakfasts to cornhole fun, the past
two months have shown what it means to live our motto: “We Serve.” Thank you to every Lion
who gave their time, energy, and heart. Together, we are making Ocala a better place to live.
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We extend our sincerest gratitude to the
Ocala Ft. King Lions Breakfast Club for their
generous donation of books and puzzles,
which will aid our survivors in their healing
journey. We rely on the benevolent support
of remarkable organizations like yours to
fulfill our mission. 🙏Thank you! Ocala Ft.King
Lions Breakfast Club #mcsac
#ocalaftkinglionsbreakfastclub
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Ocala OTOW
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Orange Park Lions Club does 150 Vision Screening in one week
    The Orange Park Lions knew the last week in September was going to be a challenging week

to serve the community, but the Lions came out roaring for 3 events in 5 days. Their first

project was to serve at the Impact Clay Train in Keystone Heights on a hot Saturday. The Lions

are no stranger to this monthly event haven served several times all over the county. This was

the second Impact Clay Train where the Lions did what they do best, vision screening. The

Lions Club is all about vision as screenings were performed on dozens of children and adults.

Results were given and if needed, information was offered on how to get additional vision

assistance and aid with eye exams and glasses. Lions Erika Gilbert, Kitty Minor, Don Minor, and

Mike Poweleit provided the screenings in addition to handing out pencils, sunglasses, and

baby toy lions. On this day, in addition to the screenings, at the Clay Train, 141 people were

served, with the help and support of 57 volunteers including the 4 Lions. Learn more about

Impact Clay Train at www.ImpactClay.org.

   Three days later, it was time to help at one of the biggest Lion events of the year, “Sight for

Kids Spooktacular”. Over 600 kids from Boys and Girls Clubs of Northeast Floria got ready for

Halloween. It was a day of fun at EverBank Stadium for the kids who also received vision

screenings. The Jaguar Foundation partnered with Johnson & Johnson, Vision is Priceless, and

Lions from District 35-L. In addition to the screenings provided by the Lions, the children

received candy, food, visits from Jaguar players and the Mascot, and were treated to face

paintings. They also got to dance to Halloween tunes with a light show and DJ. 8 teams of

Lions performed the screens. Richard Campbell and Mike Poweleit from the Orange Park Lions

Club and Linda Zepp from the Jacksonville Beaches Lions made up one of the teams and did

close to 80 screenings at their station. After the event, all volunteers were treated to food

and drinks inside the stadium and received certificates from Past Lions Club International

President Brian Sheehan. 

  The next day the Lions wrapped up a busy week. They took part in the Orange Park High

School Wellness Event from 11 AM till 5 PM. Several health-related vendors and non-profits

provided information and gave out items. The Lions Club was invited to be part of this event.

They provided over 40 screenings for students and others as it was open to the public. They

also handed out toy lions, pencils and sunglasses. Celia and Dave Vencil and Mike Poweleit

were there from the Lions Club. If you would like to learn more about the Orange Park Lions

and possibly join, you can call them at (904) 264-5866 or visit them online at

www.orangeparklionsclub.com or visit them on Facebook (OrangePark Lions Club)

Mike Poweleit, Secretary Orange Park Lions Club
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Orange Park Lions Club

http://www.impactclay.org/
http://www.orangeparklionsclub.com/
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Orange Park Lions Club
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Sopchoppy Lions Club
The Sopchoppy Lions honored one of its valued members on Monday, September 22

during its monthly meeting. Lion Steve Ingram, a 22 year member of the club, was

presented with the club's Accomplishment Award for his diligent and dependable

service as Lion Tamer. Lion President Sal Martocci, in his presentation remarks praised

Lion Steve for faithfully carrying out his duties. "Lion Steve prepares our meeting place

each month, making sure the room is clean and comfortable with all the necessary

equipment and furniture available. We show up, hold the meeting without giving a

thought to the one who makes it all happen. Lion Steve has been making it all happen

for many years and we want to thank and recognize him here tonight!".


