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    Lions Clubs International
Cabinet Meeting
DG Anthony Esposito 2023-2024
 March 2, 2024
First Baptist Church of Alachua
Alachua, FL

Meeting Minutes

Call to Order 10 am EST – District Governor Tony Esposito
Invocation – PDG Bobby Wright
Pledge – PDG Cleon Rogers.


A copy of the Attendees list is attached to these Minutes.

Approval of 12/5/2023 Minutes – The Cabinet Members received a copy of the Minutes. IPDG Charlie Largen made a motion to approve the Minutes, seconded by Lion George Niles, and all approved.

Welcome and Remarks – DG Tony Esposito

Comments: MD 35 Council Chair Chip Kunka discussed Mission 1.5. IP Patti Hill’s goal of 1.5 million members by 7/1/2027.



New Business:

Financial Report: IPDG Charlie Largen did a review of the report, and it is attached to these Minutes. 

Long-Range Planning/Extension: PCC Lou Jones gave an Extension report, and it is attached. It includes membership development and new club development. He also had a slide presentation on Mission 1.5. IP Patti Hill’s goal of 1.5 million members by 7/1/2027.

Introduction of 2nd VDG, Suzi Rodgers- DG Tony Esposito introduced Lion Suzi Rodgers and swore her on as 2nd Vice District Governor.

International Director Candidate: GAT Leader/PDG Jackie Tripp. PDG Jackie spoke to the group about her goals and qualifications. Her motto is “Shine on Service.” Voting will be at the MD35 Convention in Orlando-3/2-2/5/24.

International Director Candidate: DG Tony Esposito stated that PDG Diana Castillo is also running for ID and was unable to attend today’s meeting.

Global Membership Team Report: IPDG Charlie Largen gave a Membership report on Membership growth and retention.

Hearing Aid Bank:  Lion Sue Hooten gave a report and a hand-out on the Starkey Program. She stated that a list of providers can be found at:  www.starkey.com/starkeycares.

Recess for Lunch – 11:50 am

Reconvene - 12:49 pm

Global Service Team: Lion George Niles reported on service. Please report your service activities and direct questions to him. LCI tracks the District through reporting, and this helps the availability of Grants. Service activities can be entered back to July 2023.

Kids Sight: IPDG Charlie Largen made a motion to do away with the Student Exchange Program and transfer all monies in that account to Kids Sight (approximately $2500), seconded by Lion Suzie Rodgers and all approved.

Global Leadership Team Report: PCC John Hart gave a report on GLT training, and it is attached to these Minutes. He stated that there will be Certified Guiding Lions training on March 16, 2024, at the Alachua Lions Club. The MD35 RLLI training had a proposed budget including funding of $250 tuition for up to four members. The tuition is $200 per person so the GLT has approved tuition reimbursement for up to five members.

Beauty of Sight: PDG Bobby Wright gave a report, and it is attached to these Minutes. The Beauty of Sight program has a Lions Eye Bank/Serum Tears Program. On March 23, 2024, there will be an Open House at the Florida Eye Bank in Miami. The website is:
https://beautyofsight.org.

Florida Lions Foundation for the Blind-FLFB-PDG Bobby Wright gave a report. Lion Sue Hooten stated that she is a contact for surgery. There is also a Life Membership PIN Program for donations, and she gave that handout. Dr. Norma Callahan negotiates prices for the surgeries.

Parade of Checks and Report: Done by PDG Tony Stefanowicz, Cabinet Administrator. PDG Tony stated that if donations are made directly to an organization to please let him know so that he can update the report.


Closing Remarks: DG Anthony Esposito

Benediction: PDG Cleon Rogers

Meeting Adjourned at 2:16 pm.


Minutes submitted by Lion Jo Ann Largen.
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