454 Bow Street
Elkton, MD 21921

MASSES

Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm

Sundays: 7:00 & 11:00 am

Holy Days: As announced
Weekdays: Mon. - Sat., 8:30 am

CONFESSIONS

Saturday, 9:15 - 10:15 am

BAPTISMS
2nd & 4th Sundays of
the month, 12:15 pm

Parish Office: 410-398-1100
455 Bow Street, Elkton, MD 21921

Monday - Friday: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm

Fax: 410-398-1175

Email: iccoffice455 @gmail.com
Web: http://iccelkton.org

Rev. Richard J. Jasper
iccpastor45 5 @gmail.com

Rev. James Gebhart
Father.Gebhart@gmail.com
Rev. Gerald Dunne, OSFS
iccassociate455 @gmail.com

Registration: Please call the Parish
Office for a registration form, or
register online.

Office of Faith Formation

Vickie Eichler / 410-392-3551

Coord. of Primary Faith Formation
reledoff@gmail.com

MAY 3, 2026

Rev. Richard J. Jasper
Pastor

Rev. James Gebhart
Associate Pastor

Rev. Gerald Dunne, OSFS

Priest in Residence

Mr. Michael Truman
Permanent Deacon

Mr. Ben Feril
Permanent Deacon

Marriages
Please contact a priest one year in
advance.

Ministry to the Sick and Homebound
Deacon Michael Truman / 410-398-0009

Call Parish Office whenever you or a
family member are hospitalized or needs
a visit.

Parish Outreach / 410-398-2110

Open Mon, Wed., & Fri. from

9:30 am - 11:30 am

Coordinator of Music & Liturgy
George 1. Gregory / 410-398-3244
icsjmusic@gmail.com
Contemporary Ensemble Rehearsal
Tuesday at 7:00 pm (Sept. to May)

Cantor Rehearsal
Wednesday at 9:30 am

928 Turkey Point Rd.
North East, MD

MASSES
Sundays: 9:00 am
Holy Days: As announced

CONFESSIONS
Before Sunday Mass,
8:20 - 8:50 am

BAPTISMS
3rd Sunday of the
month, 10:15 am

flO

Immaculate Conception Cemetery

Our cemetery is conveniently located off
of Rt. 213 and Childs Road, Elkton, MD
21921. For current availability and
pricing, contact Peggy O’Donnell in the
Parish Office at 410-398-1100 or
iccmanager45 5 @gmail.com.

Baptisms: Pregnant? Have a newborn?
Does your child need to be Baptized?
You are invited! Classes are on Monday
evenings, 6:30 - 7:30 pm in the Parish
Center. Please contact the Parish Office
in advance to register for the Baptism
Preparation Class or to arrange the date
of Baptism. Call 410-398-1100 for
information or to register.

Pastoral Council Meeting
3rd Wednesday of the month (Sept. - June)
at 5:00 pm in the Parish Center.

Parish Liturgy & Finance Committees
Meets monthly



REFLECTION
By Fr. Rich Jasper - May 3, 2026
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Day By Day...

Most of us, | believe, still have the Baltimore Catechism
definition of ‘sacrament’ stored somewhere in our memory:
“A sacrament is an outward sign instituted by Christ to give
grace.”

| am happy to report that there is (and will be) a lot of grace
spilling all over the place here at Immaculate Conception
parish this weekend and in the weeks to come. This
Sunday, many of our 8-and-9-year-old parishioners will be
receiving Christ for the first time in the Sacrament of Holy
Communion, and then later in June, our high school-aged
students will be receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit in
Confirmation. It really is an exciting time in the spiritual lives
of these young people, even if they don’t yet completely
understand the fullness of the Gift they are receiving.

As it was for me when | was younger, so it is for so many of
our First Communicants this weekend: the day is often
remembered for the outfit, the party and the presents. But
even these things speak to the fact that something vitally
important has happened in their young lives, and that the
invitation to follow the Lord more closely has been extended.
Ultimately, that is why the understanding of ‘sacrament’ is
important — it is God’s way of showing us that He remains
with us at every moment of our lives, feeding us and
strengthening us to follow the Gospel and live more
authentically in true relationship with the Trinity and with one
another.

May our First Communicants and those who will soon be
confirmed live the prayer of St. Richard of Chichester, and
may we offer this prayer on their behalf, especially this
weekend: “Thanks be to You, O Lord, for all the graces and
benefits You have given to us. May | know Thee more
clearly, love Thee more dearly, and follow Thee more nearly
day by day.” (And you thought that this was only a song from
Godspell ... we Catholics had it long before Broadway and
Hollywood!)

May today’s First Communion be the beautiful start of a
lifetime of receiving our Lord and loving Him in the Eucharist
and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Amen.

NEW_MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY at Immaculate

Conception/St. Jude: We are looking for a few women to
pray as part of a Magdala Grove for our priests and
deacons: Fr. Rich, Fr. Gebhart, Fr. Dunne, Deacon Mike and
Deacon Ben. This is an apostolate specifically for women in
“hidden” seasons of life — homebound, tied to young
children’s routines, working long hours or shifts, those who
can offer up sickness and suffering, etc. Praying as part of a
Magdala Grove requires no specific prayers or time
commitments! If you are interested in learning more, visit
www.MagdalaGrove.com or contact parishioner Maryellen
Knorr at mmsmom2012@gmail.com.

—
.

MASS Tnters

Monday, May 4, 2026 |
Weekday — Feast Day of St. Florian
8:30 am --- All Parishioners

Tuesday, May 5, 2026
Weekday — Feast Day of St. Hilary of Arles
8:30 am --- Jane Hatfield

Wednesday, May 6, 2026
Weekday — Feast Day of St. Dominic Savio
8:30 am ---- Frank Lagano

Thursday, May 7, 2026
Weekday — Feast Day of St. Rose Venerini
8:30 am ----- Rick Jasper

Friday, May 8, 2026
Weekday — Feast Day of St. Peter of Tarantaise
8:30 am —- Sr. Irene Loretta Cassady, IHM

Saturday, May 9, 2026

Weekday — Feast Day of St. Pachomius
8:30 am ----- Charlie Kirk

5:00 pm ----- Kieran Sniadowski

Sunday, May 10, 2026

Sixth Sunday of Easter

7:00 am ------ Rick Jasper

9:00 am SJ — Robin Schaible

11:00 am ---- Catherine Blansfield & Mary Lagano

Weekly Calendar:
Monday, May 4"
9:30 -11:30am Outreach Office Open - PC Lower Level
Tuesday, May 5%
9:00 am Homeschool Group — School Building
6:30 pm Devine Mercy Group - PC
7:00 pm Contemporary Rehearsal — IC
Wednesday, May 6%
9:30 — 11:30am Outreach Office Open — PC Lower Level
9:30 am Cantor Rehearsal — IC
1:00 pm LAOH Meeting - SJ
Thursday, May 7t
6:30 pm Cub Scouts - Cafeteria
Friday, May 8t
9:30 — 11:30am Outreach Office Open - PC Lower Level
6:30 pm Adoration — /C Chapel
Saturday, May 9*"
8:30 am Mass - IC
5:00 pm Mass - IC
Sunday, May 10"
Mother’s Day
7:00 am and 11:00 am Masses - IC
9:00 am Mass — SJ




Daily Readings:
Fifth Sunday of Easter

PARISH INFORMATION

Sunday
Acts 6:1-7; 1 Pt 2:4-9; Jn 14:1-12

Monday
Acts 14:5-18; Jn 14:21-26

Tuesday
Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a

Wednesday
Acts 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8

Thursday
Acts 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11

Friday
Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17

Saturday
Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21

Readings for Next Week:
Sixth Sunday of Easter

First Reading: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17

Philip preaches to the people of Samaria, who accept his
word after witnessing the miracles he performs.

Peter and John pray that they will receive the Holy Spirit.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:15-18

Christians are urged to remain steadfast in their
allegiance to Christ, giving evidence always of gentleness
and hope.

Gospel: John 14:15-21

In his words to the apostles at the Last Supper, Jesus
promises to send them a comforter, a Paraclete, the
Spirit of truth, who will be with them always.

WEEKLY CHURCH COLLECTIONS:
Week of 4/26:
Sunday Collection...$ 6,951
Online Donations... $ 4,421
Mailed In............... $ 407
TOTAL ............. $11,779

Please join us today Sunday, May 3rd at St. Jude Church

in the Cry Room for “Donut Sunday” following the 9am
Mass.

Please join us at Immaculate Conception
Church next weekend of May 9/10 for
“Coffee Social” following all the Masses in
the vestibule.

We extend a warm welcome to our newly registered
members...Megan Riley, Elisabeth Davis

Congratulations and Welcome to our new members of our
parish who successfully completed OCIA and who were
received in full communion into the Catholic Church during
the Easter Vigil: Nickolas Gouveia, Mackenzie Peters,
Alissa Bradbury, Jeremy Haley, Edward VanDenHeuvel,
Christina Riesett, Maggie Hutton, Charles DeScoio lll, Lela
Clem, and William Barton.

Beginning in June 2026, Immaculate Conception is
offering a new Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
(OCIA) program —a welcoming opportunity for individuals
to explore the Catholic faith. These sessions will cover the
core teachings and experiences of the Church and will help
prepare participants for the Sacraments of Baptism,
Confirmation, and Eucharist. Classes will take place every
Wednesday at 7pm at the Parish Center. We invite you to
join us —bring your questions, share your experiences, and
journey in faith within a supportive and friendly environment.
For more details, please contact Deacon Ben Feril

at iccdeaconben@gmail.com or call 443-907-8159.

Catholic in Recovery is coming to Immaculate
Conception Parish! Catholic in Recovery provides healing
from addictions, compulsions, and unhealthy attachments.
Weekly meetings combine the spiritual principles of 12-step
recovery and the sacraments of the Catholic Church.

Join us as we overlap scripture from Sunday’s Mass
readings, liturgical themes, and recovery topics with honest
discussion and prayer. Confidentiality is protected and adults
are welcome to attend at any time.

Meetings offer help for:

* Alcoholism and Drug addiction

* Lust and pornography addiction

* Disordered eating

» Family and friends impacted by addiction
* Gambling addiction

» Technology addiction

» Compulsive spending

» Codependency issues

 Adult children of dysfunctional homes

* All other unhealthy attachments

Meetings will be held in the Parish Center on Thursdays
6:30-7:30pm beginning on Thursday, May 28th. For more
information visit www.catholicinrecovery.com or contact Lucy
Sneeringer at lucy@catholicinrecovery.com




FAITH FORMATION

FAITH FORMATION CONTINUED

The Academy of Faith Summer Program is our
religious education program for children entering
Kindergarten through 8™ grade in the fall. This program
is a week-long program starting at 9am and ending at
3:30pm each day. ltis an alternative to the Fall & Winter
Session. Please scan the QR code to register.

Special Note for Families:

If you prefer an in-person environment for your child's
faith formation, we warmly encourage you to join our
Summer Academy this June! Please be advised that our
Fall program starting in September will be transitioning to
a fully at-home/online format. The Summer Academy is a
wonderful opportunity for your child to experience their
catechism classes in person alongside their peers.

Volunteers needed: We are looking for adult and teen
volunteers to help us bring the Rainforest Alive this
summer for the children. Please scan the QR Code to
register.

" ‘GROWING
WILD FOR GOD
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Scan to sign up!

Life Teen (grades 9 through 12): Whether you attend a
catholic, public or private high school, we hold monthly
events so that you may get to know each other and learn a
little more about your faith. Please join us on Sunday, May
17t at 5:30pm in the Parish Center Youth Room.

Young Families Group: This group is for families with
young children ages 0-5 (older siblings are encouraged to
attend). Our next group meeting will be on Saturday, May
30t at 9am at St. Jude Mission Church. Please join us for
Mass, followed by breakfast and fellowship.

Catholic Adult Faith Formation:

Divine Mercy group - The Divine Mercy group meetings
are every Tuesday, 6:30pm to 7:30pm in the ICC parish
center. All adults in the parish are invited to come learn
about the message of divine mercy and pray with us!
Members who wish to join via zoom may contact Heather
Ulmen at hu_ntrprtr@outlook.com for the link.

Spiritual Book Club is open to all parishioners. The club
meets via Zoom every Tuesday, except the 3 Tuesday,
which is in person. We will be discussing our next book
entitled “The Universal Christ” by Richard Rohr this
Tuesday, May 19t at 9:30am in the Parish Center. If you
are interested in joining, please email Mary Ann Hopkins at:
mah106@verizon.net .

Opportunities for personal devotion:
e Holy Hour: Fridays from 6:30 to 7:30 pm in the IC

Chapel

° Pray the Rosary: Saturday mornings after 8:30am
Mass in the IC Chapel

° Pray the Rosary Virtually: Sunday afternoons at
3pm, contact Maureen Whelan for the link at
(fordewhelan@yahoo.com).

Sacraments:

First Communion: Please keep in your prayers our young
children as they receive First Communion today — May 3™ at
2pm at Immaculate Conception Church. Congratulations!

Adult Confirmation: There will be a prep class for adults
(18 years and above) wishing to receive the sacrament of
Confirmation on Wednesday, May 13t at 6:30pm in the
Parish Center. If you have not made your Confirmation and
would like to — please contact the Faith Formation Office at
410-392-3551.

The Adult Confirmation Sacrament Ceremony is scheduled
for Sunday, May 24" at 11:00am at the Cathedral in
Wilmington.

Confirmation: Confirmation class is on Wednesday, May
13t and Wednesday, June 3™ at 6:30pm in the Parish
Center Youth Room.

The Confirmation Retreat will be on Saturday, May 16t
and we will travel to St. John Neumann Shrine in
Philadelphia, PA by bus. All Candidates and their sponsors
should arrive by 8:15am at ICC as the bus will depart
promptly at 8:30am. If you have questions, please contact
the Faith Formation Office at 410-392-3551 or email —
reledoff@gmail.com .




MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE

Your marriage can be closer, stronger, and more peaceful
than it is right now. Not because life gets easier, but
because you learn how to face it together, with Christ at the
center. Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Wilmington, DE
is hosting a one-day retreat “"Joyful Ever After” on
Saturday, June 27t from 8:30am to 4pm. Early bird price
$20 before May 16" and after May 16™ the price is $30 per
couple. Light breakfast and Lunch is included. Register by
June 6" by visiting http://ihm.org//2026-marriage-retreat .

SOCIAL CONCERNS

ICC OUTREACH: Outreach is open every Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday mornings from 9:30am -
11:30am located in rear of the Parish Office.

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS

Knights of Columbus - Bishop Becker Council 2427:
The Knights of Columbus is an
international Order of Catholic men
who are called to lead with faith,
protect our families, serve others,
and defend values in a busy
changing world. We meet in the
Parish Center on the 2" Tuesday of
each month at 7pm.

If you would like to join today, simply go
to www.KofC.org/joinus and enter our council #2427 for local
information.

Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians: Friendship, Unity,

“When we give from the heart, the act of food
donation becomes a gesture of love.”

If you can donate any of the items below, please drop
them off at the Parish Office during business hours.
Thank you!

Food: spaghetti, spaghetti sauce, jelly, macaroni pasta,
tuna fish, cereal

Household Items: dish soap, laundry detergent
Toiletries: shampoo, toilet paper, tooth paste

Please bring in your Redner's receipts for Outreach!
Check with Redner’s courtesy desk to see how ICC
Outreach can get credit for your purchase!

Immaculate Conception provides dinner to the Paris
Foundation at 200 Road B, Hollingsworth Manor in Elkton
on the second Thursday each month - our next date is
Thursday, May 14,

Patricia Gibson (ICC Parishioner) is the coordinator for
our day of service. If you can help by donating cold-cut
sandwiches, fruit, and water - please contact her at 443-
907-7529. Side Note: The Paris Foundation is in need of
men’s clothes: jeans, sweatpants, and shorts. Please
contact them at 484-645-1880 if you have anything to
donate.

What a wonderful Community Kitchen we enjoyed on
Friday, April 24" with our guests. Plenty of good food and
good conversation. We cannot thank our volunteers
enough for baking, and making coleslaw, and donating
other food that easily filled 100 lunch trays. Our many
helping hands washed, served, and swept up after the
event. Our next Community Kitchen is July 24th.

and Christian Charity is our motto. So, if
you want to surround yourself with a
dynamic and interesting group of local Irish
women who enjoy their heritage and are
committed to serving the community, contact
Anne Fazio, President at
anne.fazio1@outlook.com .

We meet on the 15t Wednesday of the
month from September to May. Our next meeting is May
6t at St. Jude Church from 1pm to 2:30pm.

LAOH Book Club is open to any book lover. We focus on
Irish authors’ novels, non-Irish writers’ works set in Ireland,
or nonfiction related to Ireland. Our May book selection is
“This is Happiness” by Niall Williams. We will meet on
Wednesday, May 20" from Noon — 2pm in the Parish
Center. For additional information, please text Cheryl at
443-553-5625.

ICC/SJT Leisure Club is open to all parishioners who are 50
years old and above. We play cards and board games. We
meet on the 2"¢ and 4t Wednesdays of each month from
1-3pm in the Parish Center. For more information, please
contact Bette Green at 443-553-9129.

Cub Scouting is for boys and girls from Kindergarten to 5th
grade. Regular weekly meetings are held on Thursdays at
7pm in the ICS cafeteria. For more information about Pack
444, please contact: iccpack444@gmail.com.

Their enthusiasm is high as they look forward to warmer
weather and the chance to put their skills into action with
upcoming hikes, fishing, and camping adventures.




DIOCESAN NEWS

AROUND THE DEANERY

Millions of Monicas - Praying With Confidence For Our
Children - Many of us have children who are struggling to
embrace their Catholic faith or have left the church entirely.
Like St. Monica, as mothers we persevere in prayer for their
joyful return to full unity with the Catholic Church. We are not
a support group or a self-help group. No sensitive
information is shared. We believe that by coming together
weekly, uniting our hearts and voices praying together, we
can bring strength and joy to each other.

We want to encounter God through prayer for ourselves and
our children. Join with other mothers, grandmothers, step-
mothers, Godmothers, etc., as we pray to grow in holiness
and humility, and for our children's faithful return to the
Catholic Church. We meet each Monday, 6:30-7:30 PM, at
St Patrick's Church 1414 N King St., Wilmington, DE. For
more information please

visit www.millionsofmonicas.com and/or feel free to

email lucy@millionsofmonicas.com .

PRIESTHOOD
DISCERNMENT GROUP

FATHER.GEBHART@GMAIL.COM

Are you a Catholic man, age 18 and above, who has ever
thought about becoming a priest? Is this path something
you’re willing to learn more about to see if God may be
calling you to do this? You’re invited to attend the Diocese
of Wilmington’s Priestly Discernment Meetings for
discussions on the priesthood, dinner, fellowship, and
Eucharistic Adoration. Our last meeting will be held on
Tuesday, May 12t starting at 6pm at The Newman Center
(45 Lovett Ave, Newark, DE). If you would like to attend
please contact Fr. Gebhart at father.gebhart@gmail.com .

St. John/Holy Angels Church is hosting "Grief Support
Group” on the 2" and 4™ Tuesdays every month from
7-9pm at 82 Possum Park Road, Newark, DE. This is a
safe space to heal together — You are not alone. For
more details contact the church at 302-731-2435.

AROUND THE COMMUNITY

Cecil County Pregnancy &
Family Resource Center is

hosting their 6th _Annual Golf

Fore Life Tournament on
Friday, May 15t at Chesapeake

' — Bay Golf Club, Rising Sun, MD.
Reg|strat|on starts at 7:30am and Shotgun starts at 8:30am.
Lunch will be provided and prizes awarded. To register
please call the Pregnancy Center at 410-398-7888 or visit
their website at https://ccpregnancycenter.org for more
information.

Malvern Retreat House - “"Come into my Eucharistic

Presence” - We invite men and their sons to a weekend
encounter with Jesus at the Mid-May & Archbishop
Fitzmaurice Men’s Retreat, May 15" — 17%. Our Retreat
Director is Msgr. Stephen McHenry. For further information
contact David Rash at hensri@comcast.net or 302-530-
0475. Register at
https://www.malvernretreat.com/events/mid-may-arch-
fitzmaurice-2026/ or contact Maurice Sadowsky

at mjsadowsky@yahoo.com. Malvern offers retreats for
women, men, married couples, families, young adults, and
addiction recovery. Please visit malvernretreat.com .

Cecil County Community Wellness Division welcomes
individuals aged 55 and older to reach out and connect
for support and resources that promote a healthy lifestyle.
We offer a variety of materials and programs focused on
health promotion and disease prevention, exercise and
fitness, nutrition, and social opportunities, as well as arts
and crafts activities. Our sister Division, the Aging and
Disability Resource Center, services include guidance for
caregivers and assistance with navigating insurance
options, helping individuals and families feel informed
and supported.

Please visit our website:
https://www.cecilcountymd.gov/296/Community-
Wellness-Division or contact Karly Lakavitch, Health &
Wellness Coordinator at 410-996-8170 or
KLakavitch@cecilcountymd.gov
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Real Estate Sales
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Lisa 443-553-5440

All saints cemetery  (atholic Cemeteries cathedral Cemetery

6001 Kirkwood Highway 2400 Lancaster Avenue
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In Sure and Certain Hope

“Best Crabs on the Bay”
Open Daily through Dec. 31
Open 4 PM - 10 PM

29 South Main Street
Northeast, MD
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Serving the community since 1876.
Planning in advance of need makes good sense.




707 NORTH
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Julianne M. Wyman, D.D.S., M.S.

Neowthside T

410-398-1221

ORTHODONTICS

Parishioner

AA) American
Al Association of
Ml  Orthodantists

236 South Bridge Street

Elkton, MD 21921

HOURS

Monar-Frioay 8:30m-9:00pm

Serurpay 9:00a-9:00pm
Sunpay 9:00am-6:00p4

P harmacy northsidepharmacy@hotmail.com

410-398-DRUG (3784) * FAX 410-398-3306
Pharmacist/Owner: David Ayres - Michael Spinn - Chai Gadde  Rebecca Marshall

BRIDGE STREET - ELKTON, MD 21921

o

R.T. FOARD FUNERAL HOME, PA

A Life Celebration Home
Funeral Directors and Crematory

Since 1903
Elkton | Rising Sun
410-658-6030 410-658-6030
259 Main Street 111 S. Queen Street

D86924 (CK) - Immaculate Conception, Elkton

Guilday’s

Restaurant

2125 Pulaski Hwy. (Rt. 40) + Glasgow

302.366.1241

Mon-Sat 5:30 to 3" « Sun 72 to 2

443.941.2128

11 Mainsail Drive

Elkton, MD 21921
Mon-Fri 8:30-4:30 - Sat-Sun 9:00-4:30

" Hicks Home for
Funerals, P.A.

410-398-3122
Complete and Thoughtful Service

DonaLp S. Hicks - KristeN Hicks ALTEMUS
LicensED DIRECTORS - MD anp DE

Your Reliable Partner in Energy-Saving Solutions

CEIEI  90R,600.7064

Grant;
@ WEE  Michael Rosado, USA (Vet) « Parishioner

michael@kwsolar.net e www.kwsolar.net

John Mulvey, M.D., FAAFP.

Family Practice
Class 2 & 3 Aviatio

104 West Main Street ¢ Elkton, MD 21921

410-996-8990

- Sports Medicine
n Medical Examiner

Fax: 410-996-8912
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TREE REMOVAL & PRUNING
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JEREMY CASEY
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Asphalt Driveway « Parking Lot Paving

410-392-5864
www.smpaving.com
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-
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. . Cremation & Funeral Services, PA.
Family Owned and Operated
. Serving with dignity,
compassion and excellence.
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4 Warner Road e Suite E
L] Elkton, MD 21921
www.abofuneralservices.com

CARR FAMILY DENTISTRY

398-2131

Union Hospital - Medical Professional Building
111 West High Street, Suite 111, Elkton, MD
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