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St. Rita Catholic Church

89-318 Farrington Hwy. Parish Office: (808) 668-7833
Nanakuli, Hawaii 96792 Website: http://www.stritananakuli.org
Pastor: Rev. Paulo Kosaka, OFM Cap
Deacon: Deacon Harold S. Levy, Jr.
Office Manager: Mele Ahuna
Bookkeeper: Lalla Andres
Religious Education: =~ Karen Victor 808-672-5437
O.C.1.A. Don Gerry 860-908-5954
Youth Minister: Ivan Okuda 808-3086261
Knights of Columbus: Bill Kozak 609-381-1193
Outreach Coordinator: Carlin Ujimori-Kaeo 808-668-7833
Outreach/Facsimile/Prayer-line 808-668-7716

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday at 5:00 PM

Sunday at 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Confessions: Saturday from 3:15 to 4:00 PM at the church or by appointment
Infant Baptism: Contact Parish Office
Sacrament of Matrimony: Contact the Pastor 6 months before the wedding date for an appointment.
Funerals: Contact the Pastor before going to the Mortuary

We, the people of God of St. Rita Parish in Nanakuli, are united in our belief and in our commitment to
Jesus Christ. In the spirit of aloha we respond to Christ's mission of love and freedom with our care,
concern and communal action. This is expressed in the stewardship of our treasure through tithing and in
the gift of our time and talents through shared ministries.

As a fast growing rural parish with a large Hawaiian population we feel a special calling to stand together
in truth and justice for indigenous people of this land. As part of the universal Church, our outreach
extends beyond our boundaries to the global community and we affirm the human dignity of all peoples.
As a parish family we enthusiastically participate in bringing about God's reign of peace. We continue to
evangelize, welcome and invite all of God's people to St. Rita Parish.

IF YOU ARE NEW TO THE PARISH HAVE A NEW PHONE NUMBER

HAVE A NEW ADDRESS NEED OFFERTORY ENVELOPES
NAME PHONE(HM) (WK.)
ADDRESS

STREET CITY STATE/ZIP


http://www.stritananakuli.org

Twenty-ninth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

October 192, 2025

Behold, the eyes of the Lord!

PARISH CALENDAR
Saturday, October 18  ...... 5:00 p.m Mass
Sunday, October19 ~ ...... 7:00 a.m Mass
..... 9:00 a. m Mass (Live Stream)
...... 5:00 p.m Mass
Monday, October20 ...... 7:30 a.m Liturgy of Hours/Rosary
....... 8:00 a.m Mass
Tuesday, October 21~ ..... 7:30 a.m Liturgy of Hours/Rosary
....... 8:00 a.m Mass
Wednesday, October 22 ...... 7:30 a.m Liturgy of Hours/Rosary Give thanks
....... 8:00a.m Mass tothe =
...9:30am -11:30 am Food Pantry Open Lord of the
Thursday, October23 ~ ...... 7:30 a.m Liturgy of Hours/Rosary ‘harvest e
....... 8:00a.m Communion Service
Friday, October24  ...... 7:30 a.m Liturgy of Hours/Rosary
........ 8:00a.m  Mass
Saturday, October25 ~ ....... 8:00 a.m Mass

..... 3:15-4:00 p.m. Confession - Church

...... 5:00 p.m. Mass

NEXT SUNDAY READINGS:
Sir:35:12-14, 16-18: Though not unduly partial toward the weak, God hears the cry of the oppressed. God is not
deaf to the wail of the orphan or the complaints of the widow. The Lord is a God of justice.
2 Tm:4:6-8, 16-18: Paul claimed to Timothy that he had fought the good fight, finished the race, and kept the
faith. He claimed that now a crown of victory awaits him as he arrives safely in the heavenly reign.
Lk:18:9-14: Jesus told the story about the Pharisee and the tax collector to help those who placed confidence in
their own righteousness while holding others in contempt. Jesus encouraged people to pray with the tax collector,

“O God, be merciﬁil to me a sinner.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY, is a special day
celebrated by the Catholic Church around the world to
recognize and support the Church’s missionary work.
Each year, the Pope chooses a theme for World Mission
Sunday. For 2025, the theme is: “Missionaries of Hope
Among the Peoples” This theme calls all Catholics — young
and old — to be messengers of hope, just as missionaries
bring Christ’s love to people around the world. “Hope
Among the People starts with your: Please be generous!
Envelopes are in your packets or on the white counter at
the entrance of the church.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER: This
weekend’s Gospel tells the parable of the Pharisee and the
tax collector, highlighting the importance of humility. The
Pharisee boasts of his good deeds, while the tax collector
humbly ask for mercy. A truly loving marriage is built on
humility and a willingness to ask for and give forgiveness.
The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience is
November 14-16, 20235, at the St. Anthony Retreat
Center in Kalihi Valley, Oahu. For more information,
contact Ed and Betty Coda at (808) 258-6688 or email
codawwme@gmail.com. Our website can be found at
www.hawaiiwwme.org. Space is limited. Get your spot
reserved now.

WORD OF LIFE: “Twould now like to say a special
word to women who have had an abortion. The Church is
aware of the many factors which may have influenced
your decision, and she does not doubt that in many cases
it was a painful and even shattering decision. The wound
in your heart may not yet have healed. . . . But do not give
in to discouragements and do not lose hope. . . . . The
Father of mercies is ready to give you his forgiveness and

his peace in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.” Pope Saint
John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, no. 99. © 1995, Libreria Editrice
Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved.

WEEKLY READINGS
Oct 19 Sun: 27" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ex:17:8-13; Ps:12; 2 Tm:3:14—4:2; Lk:18:1-8
Oct 20 Mon: Ordinary Weekday
Rm:4:20-25; Lk:1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; Lk:12:13-21
Oct 21 Tue: Ordinary Weekday
Rm:5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; Ps:40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17;
Lk:12:35-38
Oct 22 Wed: Ordinary Weekday
Rm:6:12-18; Ps:124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8; Lk:12:12-48
Oct 23 Thur: Ordinary Weekday
Rm:6:19-23; Ps:1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; Lk:12:49-53
Oct 24 Fri: Ordinary Weekday
Rm:7:18-25a; Ps:119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93, 94; Lk:12:54-59
Oct 25 Sat: Ordinary Weekday
Rm:8:1-11; Ps:24;1b-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk:13:1-9
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NOTES ON STEWARDSHIP

If we want to know what Jesus’ parable is about in
today’s Gospel, it seems that we don’t need to work too
hard because Saint Luke tell us right at the beginning:
“Jesus told his disciples a parable about their need to
pray always and not to lose heart.” This parable has
often been used to bring comfort to us about our
prayer life. But could there be a more challenging
message for those who take stewardship seriously?
Widows were the poorest and most vulnerable of
people in Jesus’ time. Oppressive legal and economic
structures were the norm. Jesus embraced with great
compassion the poor and the marginalized. Could it
be that we are also encouraged to pray persistently
for the poor, the weak and the vulnerable as we hear
their cry for justice? And that we must not lose heart
that we can effect change in their lives?
International Catholic Stewardship Council

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Sunday Collection $ 3, 588.00
Candles 61.00
Funeral 200.00
Outreach 95.00
Total $ 3, 944.00

RESTRICTED COLLECTIONS

Building Fund $1,020.00
Repair & Maintenance 120.00
Total $1,140.00

MAHALO FOR SHARING YOUR TREASURE
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» ST. RITA CATHOLIC CHURCH THANKS OUR BULLETIN ADVERTISERS - PLEASE PATRONIZE THEM WHEN POSSIBLE -

Funeral Photo & Video Services

“Preserve memories of the love shared, the stories told, & the legacy of loved ones.”

PhotographyeVideography -
Memorial Slideshow e Drone .
% Earn rewards for referrals
+$150 for every successful
photo AND video referral.
+$100 for every successful

photo OR video referral.
*Rewards require a minimum 4-hour booking."

www.visionaryviewsllc.com/funeral

(808)342-7508

Jerome@visionaryviewsllc.com

This bulletin is made possible by
your advertisers at no cost to the church.

Please consider advertising and
support the advertisers whenever possible.
Call (808) 674-8388 for advertising space.
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KAPOLEI MARKETPLACE ¢ 590 FARRINGTON HWY
MON THRU FRI: 8AM-7PM e SAT: 9AM-4PM

TEL: 674-8388 ¢ KAPOLEI@PROIMAGEHAWAII.COM

DR. MARILOU CABALO CABABAT

{ ] MILL TOWN
DENTAL CLINIC

OUR SERVICES :

(© Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Financial Services

| can help with your:

e \edicare Advantage Plans

e Prescription Drug Plans

e \edicare Supplemental Plans
e Dental Plans & Vision Plans

@ White Fillings, Same Day Crowns
(© Digital Dental Office

(@ Metal Free Dentures

@ mplants OFFICE HOURS * Life Insurance & Final Expense
© Invisalign ) . .
Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri NO-Cost Consultation with
(808) 678_8300 8am-12pm and Tpm-5pm NO Obli ) E I
Located at the Closed Wednesday igation to Enro
Filipino € ity Center in Waipah Weekend Appointments
Available ! Q gie Armas
* Most Insuron(fes Acce.pted, Including Devoted Plans , 808_382_6290
* Payment Options Available
* No Insurance, No Problem! Ask about our New | = Ly 8am - Spm
Patient Special!
94-210 Pupukahi St. Ste. 203, Waipahu

WORSHIP, LIVE, LEARN,
OR WORK IN WAIPAHU?

Call and make an appointment to visit our caring,
friendly staff at our Waipahu Community Office
and become a member!

Building Better Financial Futures

Phone: 677-6206
>
N\

Waipahu Community Office
MATANUSKA VALLEY

94-226 Leoku St., #4,
Waipahu, HI 96797
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
||m~\n§§ ALASKA

www.mvfcu.coop
Federally insured by NCUA =2

Frances I. Cajimat
Community Office

Email: cajimatf@mvfcu.coop

For ad information, call Cody at (808) 674-8388 or email: bulletins@proimagehawaii.com
or write: 590 Farrington Hwy., Ste 503, Kapolei, HI 96707 - ©2019



28" Sunday in Ordinary Time C October 19, 2025
Ka Leo O Ke Kahuhipa Aloha ‘Ohana Nui’ia

Knights of Columbus Sunday: We welcome our Knights on this 3™ Sunday dedicated to
our Parish Knights of Columbus. The bake sale takes place after 7am and 9am Masses

under the banyan tree.

Congratulations - Ho’omaika’i and Blessings to:Journey OliviaBelle Lines Fetui -
Salavea who was baptized at the 9:00am Sunday Mass today. God bless her parents: Junior
Fetui —~ Salavea & Vanessa Lolani Kales and her godparents Thomas Jibke & Jabkiek

Jibke.

Scripture Reflections

Old Testament: Exodus 17:8-13

Background Context: Today’s reading from Book of Exodus tells us ofthe power of
Moses’ prayer in defeating the Amalek (Amalekites), the powerful tribe who blocked

Israelites way to the Promise land. This event took place during the Israelites journey
through the Sinai wilderness after their departure - freedom from Egypt. (Exodus 17: 1-7).
The Israelites now faced the first formidable challenge, a battle with Amalek (Amalekites).

The tribe of Amalek (Amalekites) were a fierce tribe, who were the relatives of the
Israelites, since they descended from Esau, the elder brother of Jacob. But they proved to
be a permanent enemy to the Israelites for centuries, they were still so at the time of Saul
and David three hundred years later, (1 Samuel 15: 1-9). Rephidim, considered a place of
* testing and doubt (Exodus 17: 2-7), Israelites first place of battle.

Moses ordered Joshua, his commander, to battle the Amalek (Amalekites). This is the first
mention of Joshua as Moses’ assistant and future leader. Joshua obeyed, and Moses
ascended the hill with the staff of God, the same one used to perform miracles in Egypt, |
(Exodus 4: 2-3, 7: 8-13,14: 26). It symbolized divine authority and God’s presence in
Isreal’s midst. How decisive Moses’ prayer was can be made out from the fact that as long
as he prayed, the battle went in their favor while the Amalek (Amalekites) got the upper

hand the moment Moses stopped praying (lowered his staff).

Application to Life: The raised hands of Moses with his staff signified Moses’ prayer, his
total dependance and his intercession before God. If Moses remained in prayer
symbolized by raising of his staff toward God, Isreal triumphed. When his strength faltered
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and he failed to raise his staff, Israelites’ success waned, a reminder that victory belongs
to God, not alone on human effort.

We can reflect on two important lessons; First even a great and chosen leader like
Moses needed help, as Aaron and Hur supported Moses in prayertoWard God. Truly an
example of the importance of others who assist us —in communion with us in our prayers.
This is precisely what our worship on Lord’s Day is about. That we gather in communion
with each other at the Holy Mass to be united and lift our prayers-worship to God the
Father through His Son Jesus Christ. On the Sacrifice of the Cross, in unbloody
sacramental form yet the same timeless Sacrifice of the Calvary takes place.

Second, what are the challenging obstacles we face in our daily spiritual journey to our
“Promise Land that is heaven” and like the Israelites of old? We too are on a journey to
our ultimate destination- heaven, we too must face and overcome challenges and
obstacle, our “Amalek.” Our complacency, our lack of fervor and failure to prioritize our
spiritual life compared to so much investment of Time, Talent and Tresure we spend for
earthly -temporary gain?

The battle of Israelites and Amalek is symbolic of our “spiritual fight daily” but not in
merely physical — of earthly realm, but the ongoing fight between good and evil.

New Testament: 2 Timothy 3: 14-4:2
Background Context: Our Second Reading taken from the Second Letter to Timothy,

Paul reminded Timothy to be rooted in the authentic teaching he had first received, likely
from his grandmother Lois, his mother Eunice (2 Tiomthy 1:5) and from Paul himself. Paul
made it clear that Faith is transmitted through trusted witnesses. In today’s passage
Paul recalls to Timothy the importance that the Scriptures has both for the personal
spiritual benefit and the education of the Christians in the Faith.

Application to Life: Scripture is presented as a living source of our salvation and not
merely for our information. Indeed, for our spiritual formation that leads to continuous
growth in faith in Jesus Christ.

“That all Scripture is inspired by God, and it is use for teaching, for reproof, for

correction and training in righteousness” 2 Timothy 3:16. This verse is centered on the

Church’s undefstanding of the divine, that God is the Author. Scripture is not human

inventions, but a divine gift meant to influence and shape our daily life with sound

doctrine and moral integrity.

Do we attentively listen to the Word of God proclaim every Sunday at our Worship? Or are
2



we too distracted and restless because we had not given a brief time to quiet our souls
and minds to enter the “Mystery of our Faith —the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass?”

The Word of God attentively heard-listened and reflected prepares us to know how to act
in our daily lives, to make right and sound decisions and choices therefore to bear fruit —
by our good deeds. Just as Paul gave Timothy a solemn charge in the presence of God, the
same task is given to us at our Confirmation, the task of preaching - living a Christian life

which is both sacred and urgent.

It is important to note that every parent or elderly - kupuna, are called and given the
mission “to proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient,
convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching,” (2 Timmothy
4:2). We must admit that as Catholic Christians in the past we have made little use of the
Scriptures in our prayer and in application to our daily life. That may account for the
feebleness of our prayer life and courageous living in Jesus Christ. Now it is not a question
of throwing overboard formulas we learned as children but putting new life into them

through Holy Scripture — Word of God.
Gospel: Luke 18:1-8

Background Context: Today’s parable belongs to Luke’s unique collection of teachings on
prayer and persistence. Luke more than any other evangelist, emphasized prayer as the
heart of Christian life and discipleship. The passage follows Jesus’ teaching about the
coming of the Son of Man (Luke 17: 20-37) linking faithful prayer to faithful waiting of

God’s justice.

Social historical background of the time of Jesus helps us to understand the contrast and
the amazing story of the widow who overcame the obstacle to her request. In ancient
Isreal widows were among the most vulnerable, often poor, powerless, and dependent on
others for protection. The Law of Moses commanded the care for widows (Deuteronomy
24: 17~ 21), yet in practice, they were frequently neglected or exploited.

Judges on the other hand were expected to uphold justice especially for the weak (Exodus
22:22-24). But in this parable the judge is describes as corrupt and indifferent, he “neither
feared God nor respected people.” The setting emphasized the power of perseverance

and féith, even when justice seems delayed.

Application to Life: Luke introduced the moral of the story right from the start as the
disciples are called to be persistent in prayer and courageous in hope, especially in

difficult times.



The judge represented the worldly system that is cold and self-centered, the opposite of
God’s justice and mercy. The widow symbolized perseverance in prayer, a person with
no power except for faith and persistence. '

Her insistence shows that true prayer is not demanding, but it is trusting and constant.
The judge refused for a while but finally acts, not out of compassion but annoyance,
because this widow kept bothering him.

We see that Jesus used the contrast of the judge and the widow to highlight God’s
goodness, if even an unjust man yields to persistence, how much more will God who is
love itself, will not fail to respond to His children’s cries. “Will not God bring about
justice for His chosen ones who cry to Him day and night” Luke 18:17.

Here Jesus not only reminded us of but personally reassured us that God who is our Father
hears our prayers, even when answers seem delayed. God’s timing is not our human
timing, but His justice is certain. Throughout the past weeks, | found the messages of the
Scripture readings to all touch upon in one way or another on the plight — struggled of our
St. Rita Parish Building Project.

Let us respond to Jesus’ poignant question, “When the Son of Man comes will he find
faith on earth?” Luke 18:8 with astounding yes! We will remain faithful just as our
parents, grandparents, great grandparents and those who on that day met Bishop
Alencastre across the church where the railroad car stopped, and they requested that a
church be established in Nanakuli. Their requests were all met, and St. Rita church stands
today facing the old railroad track that still exists.

The parable ended with searching question; ”...will faith he (Jesus) finds faith on earth?”
faith is not only believing that God can act but continuing to pray when God seems silent.
Persistent prayer keeps faith alive.

We are to perseverance in faith and prayer. Holding on to God even when our journey
seems long. The answer seems delayed, and the battle seems uphill.

Story: A little girl once asked her mother “why do we keep praying for the same thing
every night? “Doesn’t God already know what we need?” The mother smiled and said,
“Yes but prayer is not about reminding God, it’s about reminding ourselves to trust in
Him.”

Have a blessed week in the Lord!

Fr. Paulo gfm cap.
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