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GENESIS 7:24

on the face of the ground, man and animals
and creeping things and birds of the heavens.
They were blotted out from the earth. Only
Noah was left, and those who were with him
in the ark. 2 And the waters prevailed on the
earth 150 days.

The Flood Subsides
But God remembered Noah and all the
beasts and all the livestock that were with
him in the ark. And God made a wind blow
over the earth, and the waters subsided. 2The
fountains of the deep and the windows of the
heavens were closed, the rain from the heavens
was restrained, 3and the waters receded from
the earth continually. At the end of 150 days
the waters had abated, 4and in the seventh
month, on the seventeenth day of the month,
theark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat.
SAnd the waters continued to abate until the
tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first
day of the month, the tops of the mountains
were seer.
6At the end of forty days Noah opened the
window of the ark that he had made 7and
sent forth a raven. It went to and fro until the
waters were dried up from the earth.8Then he
sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters
had subsided from the face of the ground. °But
the dove found no place to set her foot, and she
returned to him to the ark, for the waters were
still on the face of the whole earth. So he put
out his hand and took her and brought her into
the ark with him. "*He waited another seven
days, and again he sent forth the dove out of
the ark. " And the dove came back to him in
the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a
freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that
the waters had subsided from the earth. 2Then
he waited another seven days and sent forth the
dove, and she did not return to him anymore.
13In the six hundred and first year, in the
first month, the first day of the month, the
waters were dried from off the earth. And Noah
removed the covering of the ark and looked,
and behold, the face of the ground was dry. 4In
the second month, on the twenty-seventh day
of the month, the earth had dried out. '*Then
God said to Noah, 8“Go out from the ark, you
and your wife, and your sons and your sons”
wives with you. 7 Bring out with you every
living thing that is with you of all flessh—birds
and animals and every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth—that they may swarm on
the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the
earth.” 18So Noah went out, and his sons and
his wife and his sons” wives with him. **Every

10r dishonor 2In Hebrew you s plural
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beast, every creeping thing, and every bird,
everything that moves on the earth, went out
by families from the ark.

God’s Covenant with Noah
20Then Noah builtanaltar to the LOrRD and
took some of every clean animal and some of
every clean bird and offered burnt offerings
on the altar. 2 And when the LorD smelled
the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart,
“Iwill never again curse’ the ground because
of man, for the intention of man’s heart is
evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again
strike down every living creature as I have
done. 2While the earth remains, seedtime and
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day
and night, shall not cease.”
And God blessed Noah and his sons and
said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and
fill the earth. 2The fear of you and the dread of
you shall be upon every beast of the earth and
upon every bird of the heavens, upon every-
thing that creeps on the ground and all the fish
of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered.
3Every moving thing that lives shall be food
for you. And as I gave you the green plants,
1 give you everything. 4But you shall not eat
flesh with its life, that is, its blood. ®And for
your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from
every beast Iwill require itand from man. From
his fellow man I will require a reckoning for
the life of man.

& “Whoever sheds the blood of man,
by man shall his blood be shed,
for God made man in his own image.

7And you,? be fruitful and multiply, increase
greatly on the earth and multiply in it.”
8Then God said to Noah and to his sons
with him, ®“Behold, I establish my cov-
enant with you and your offspring after you,
10and with every living creature that is with
you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast
of the earth with you, as many as came out
of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth.
" establish my covenant with you, that never
again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of
the flood, and never again shall there be a flood
to destroy the earth.” 2And God said, “This is
the sign of the covenant that I make between
me and you and every living creature that is
with you, for all future generations: '3 have
set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign
of the covenant between me and the earth.
4When I bring clouds over the earth and the
bow is seen in the clouds, 51 will remember my

covenant that is between me and you and every
living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall
never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.
1When the bow is in the clouds, Iwill seeitand
remember the everlasting covenant between
God and every living creature of all flesh that
is on the earth.” 7 God said to Noah, “This is
the sign of the covenant that I have established
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

Noah’s Descendants

18The sons of Noah who went forth from
the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. (Ham
was the father of Canaan.) '® These three were
the sons of Noah, and from these the people of
the whole earth were dispersed.!

20Noah began to be a man of the soil, and
he planted a vineyard.?2'He drank of the wine
and became drunk and lay uncovered in his
tent. 2And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw
the nakedness of his father and told his two
brothers outside. 2 Then Shem and Japheth
took a garment, laid it on both their

GENESIS 11:3

8The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and
Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah,
Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of
Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. ®Cush fathered
Nimrod; he was the first on earth to bea mighty
man.* °He was a mighty hunter before the
LorD. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a
mighty hunter before the LORD.” 19The begin-
ning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad,
and Calneh, in theland of Shinar. " From that
land he went into Assyria and built Nineveh,
Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and '2Resen between
Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city.
8Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim,
Naphtuhim, *#Pathrusim, Casluhim (from
‘whom? the Philistines came), and Caphtorim.

5Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and
Heth, '%and the Jebusites, the Amorites, the
Girgashites, 17 the Hivites, the Arkites, the
Sinites, '8 the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and
the Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the
Canaanites dispersed. 1*And the territory of
the C i ded from Sidon in the

and walked backward and covered the naked-
ness of their father. Their faces were turned
backward, and they did not see their father’s
nakedness. 2*When Noah awoke from his wine
and knew what his youngest son had done to
him, 25he said,

“Cursed be Canaan;
aservant of servants shall he be to his
brothers.”

26He also said,

“Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem;
and let Canaan be his servant.
27 May God enlarge Japheth,?
and let him dwell in the tents of Shem,
and let Canaan be his servant.”

28 After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 22All
the days of Noah were 950 years, and he died.

Nations Descended from Noah
10 These are the generations of the sons of
Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Sons

were born to them after the flood.

2The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai,
Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.3The sons of
Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah.
4The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim,
and Dodanim. ®From these the coastland peo-
ples spread in their lands, each with his own
language, by their clans, in their nations.

direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the
direction of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and
Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 2 These are the sons
of Ham, by their clans, their languages, their
lands, and their nations.

21To Shem also, the father of all the chil-
dren of Eber, the elder brother of Japheth,®
children were born. 2The sons of Shem: Elam,
Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram. 22 The
sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash.
24 Arpachshad fathered Shelah; and Shelah fa-
thered Eber. 2To Eber were born two sons: the
name of the one was Peleg,” for in his days the
earth was divided, and his brother’s name was
Joktan. 26Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph,
Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 2’ Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
28Qbal, Abimael, Sheba, 22Ophir, Havilah, and
Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. 30 The
territory in which they lived extended from
Mesha in the direction of Sephar to the hill
country of the east. 3 These are the sons of
Shem, by their clans, their languages, their
lands, and their nations.

32These are the clans of the sons of Noah,
according to their genealogies, in their nations,
and from these the nations spread abroad on
the earth after the flood.

The Tower of Babel

1 Now the whole earth had one language
and the same words. 2And as people

migrated from the east, they found a plain

in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3And

1or 20r Noah, p i 3Japl
enlarge *Or he began to be amighty man on the earth SO from where O the brother of Japheth the elder 7 Peleg means division
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his generation. Noah walked with God.
10And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham,
and Japheth.

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s
sight, and the earth was filled with vio-
lence. 12And God saw the earth, and be-
hold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had cor-
rupted their way on the earth. 13 And God
said to Noah, “I have determined to make
an end of all flesh,’ for the earth is filled
with violence through them. Behold, I will
destroy them with the earth. 14 Make your-
self an ark of gopher wood.? Make rooms
intheark,and coveritinsideand out with
pitch. 5 This is how you are to make it: the
length of the ark 300 cubits,’ its breadth
50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. ' Make
aroof*for theark, and finish it to a cubit
above, and set the door of the ark in its
side. Make it with lower, second, and third
decks. 177For behold, I will bring a flood of
waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh
in which is the breath of life under heaven.
Everything that is on the earth shall die.
18But I will establish my covenant with
you, and you shall come into the ark, you,
your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives
with you. 19 And of every living thing of
all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort
into the ark to keep them alive with you.
They shall be male and female. 20 Of the
birds according to their kinds, and of the
animals according to their kinds, of every
creeping thing of the ground, according
to its kind, two of every sort shall come
in to you to keep them alive. 21 Also take
with you every sort of food that is eaten,
and store it up. It shall serve as food for
youand for them.” 22Noah did this; he did
all that God commanded him.

Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into

the ark, you and all your household,
for I have seen that you are righteous be-
fore me in this generation. 2 Take with
you seven pairs of all clean animals,’ the
male and his mate, and a pair of the ani-
mals that are not clean, the male and his
mate,3and seven pairsé of the birds of the
heavens also, male and female, to keep
their offspring alive on the face of all the

earth. 4For in seven days I will send rain
on the earth forty days and forty nights,
and every living thing” that T have made I
will blot out from the face of the ground.”
5And Noah did all that the LorD had com-
manded him.

6Noah was six hundred years old when
the flood of waters came upon the earth.
7And Noah and his sons and his wife and
his sons’ wives with him went into the ark
to escape the waters of the flood. 8Of clean
animals,and of animals thatare not clean,
and of birds, and of everything that creeps
on the ground, °two and two, male and
female, went into the ark with Noah, as
God had commanded Noah. 1°And after
seven days the waters of the flood came
upon the earth.

11In the six hundredth year of Noah’s
life, in the second month, on the sev-
enteenth day of the month, on that day
all the fountains of the great deep burst
forth, and the windows of the heavens
were opened. 12And rain fell upon the
earth forty days and forty nights. 130n
the very same day Noah and his sons,
Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s
wife and the three wives of his sons with
them entered the ark, 14 they and every
beast, according to its kind, and all the
livestock according to their kinds, and
every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth, according to its kind, and every
bird, according to its kind, every winged
creature. 15 They went into the ark with
Noah, two and two of all flesh in which
there was the breath of life. 18 And those
thatentered, male and female of all flesh,
wentinas God had commanded him.And
the LorD shut him in.

17The flood continued forty days on the
earth. The waters increased and bore up
the ark, and it rose high above the earth.
18 The waters prevailed and increased
greatly on the earth, and the ark floated
on the face of the waters. 1 And the wa-
ters prevailed so mightily on the earth
that all the high mountains under the
whole heaven were covered. 20 The wa-
ters prevailed above the mountains, cov-

1Hebrew The end of all flesh has come before me 2 Transliterated from Hebrew; the identity of this tree is uncertain 3 A cubit
was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 4 Or skylight 5 Or seven of each kind of clean animal 6 Or seven of each kind 7 Hebrew

all existence; also verse 23
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ering them fifteen cubits! deep.2' And all
flesh died that moved on the earth, birds,
livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures
thatswarm on the earth, and all mankind.
22 Everything on the dry land in whose
nostrils was the breath of life died. 22 He
blotted out every living thing that was
on the face of the ground, man and an-
imals and creeping things and birds of
the heavens. They were blotted out from
the earth. Only Noah was left, and those
who were with him in the ark.2¢And the
waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.

The Flood Subsides

But God remembered Noah and all

the beasts and all the livestock that
were with him in the ark. And God made
a wind blow over the earth, and the wa-
ters subsided. 2The fountains of the deep
and the windows of the heavens were
closed, the rain from the heavens was re-
strained, 3and the waters receded from
the earth continually. At the end of 150
days the waters had abated, 4and in the
seventh month, on the seventeenth day
of the month, the ark came to rest on
the mountains of Ararat. And the wa-
ters continued to abate until the tenth
month; in the tenth month, on the first
day of the month, the tops of the moun-
tains were seen.

6 At the end of forty days Noah opened
the window of the ark that he had made
7and sent forth a raven. It went to and fro
until the waters were dried up from the
earth.8Then hesent forth adove from him,
to see if the waters had subsided from the
face of the ground. 9But the dove found
no place to set her foot, and she returned
to him to the ark, for the waters were still
on the face of the whole earth. So he put
out hishand and took her and brought her
into theark with him. 19He waited another
seven days, and again he sent forth the
dove out of the ark. 1" And the dove came
back to him in the evening, and behold,
in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive
leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had
subsided from the earth. 2Then he waited
another seven days and sent forth the dove,
and she did not return to him anymore.

1A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 2Or dishonor

GENESIS 9:5

131n the six hundred and first year, in
the first month, the first day of the month,
the waters were dried from off the earth.
And Noah removed the covering of the
arkand looked, and behold, the face of the
ground was dry. 14In the second month,
on the twenty-seventh day of the month,
the earth had dried out. **Then God said
toNoah, 16“Go out from the ark, you and
your wife, and your sons and your sons’
wives with you. 17 Bring out with you
every living thing that is with you of all
flesh—Dbirds and animals and every creep-
ing thing that creeps on the earth—that
they may swarm on the earth, and be fruit-
ful and multiply on the earth.” 18So Noah
went out, and his sons and his wife and
his sons’ wives with him. 19 Every beast,
every creeping thing, and every bird, ev-
erything that moves on the earth, went
out by families from the ark.

God’s Covenant with Noah
20Then Noah builtanaltar to the LORD
and took some of every clean animal and
some of every clean bird and offered burnt
offerings on the altar. 2! And when the
LoRD smelled the pleasing aroma, the
LorD said in his heart, “I will never again
curse? the ground because of man, for
the intention of man’s heart is evil from
his youth. Neither will I ever again strike
down every living creature as T have done.
22While the earth remains, seedtime and
harvest, cold and heat, summer and win-
ter, day and night, shall not cease.”
And God blessed Noah and his sons
and said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth. 2The fear of you
and the dread of you shall be upon every
beast of the earth and upon every bird of
the heavens, upon everything that creeps
on the ground and all the fish of the sea.
Intoyour hand they are delivered. 3Every
moving thing that lives shall be food for
you. And as I gave you the green plants,
1give you everything. 4But you shall not
eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.
5 And for your lifeblood I will require a
reckoning: from every beast I will require
it and from man. From his fellow man I
will require a reckoning for the life of man.
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his generation. Noah walked with God.
10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham,
and Japheth.

1 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s
sight, and the earth was filled with vio-
lence. 2And God saw the earth, and be-
hold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had cor-
rupted their way on the earth. 13 And God
said to Noah, “Thave determined to make
an end of all flesh,! for the earth is filled
with violence through them. Behold, I will
destroy them with the earth. 1¥Make your-
self an ark of gopher wood.2 Make rooms
intheark,and cover itinside and out with
pitch. 15This is how you are to make it: the
length of the ark 300 cubits,? its breadth
50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 16 Make
aroof*for the ark, and finish it to a cubit
above, and set the door of the ark in its
side. Make it with lower, second, and third
decks. 17For behold, I will bring a flood of
waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh
inwhich is the breath of life under heaven.
Everything that is on the earth shall die.
18But I will establish my covenant with
you, and you shall come into the ark, you,
your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives
with you. 19 And of every living thing of
all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort
into the ark to keep them alive with you.
They shall be male and female. 20 Of the
birds according to their kinds, and of the
animals according to their kinds, of every
creeping thing of the ground, according
to its kind, two of every sort shall come
in to you to keep them alive. 2! Also take
with you every sort of food that is eaten,
and store it up. It shall serve as food for
you and for them.”22Noah did this; he did
all that God commanded him.

Then the LorD said to Noah, “Go into

the ark, you and all your household,
for I'have seen that you are righteous be-
fore me in this generation. 2 Take with
you seven pairs of all clean animals,’ the
male and his mate, and a pair of the ani-
mals that are not clean, the male and his
mate,3and seven pairs¢ of the birds of the
heavens also, male and female, to keep
their offspring alive on the face of all the

earth. 4For in seven days I will send rain
on the earth forty days and forty nights,
and every living thing” thatThave madel
will blot out from the face of the ground.”
5And Noah did all that the LorD had com-
manded him.

6Noah was six hundred years old when
the flood of waters came upon the earth.
7And Noah and his sons and his wife and
his sons’ wives with him went into the ark
to escape the waters of the flood.8Of clean
animals, and of animals thatare not clean,
and of birds, and of everything that creeps
on the ground, ?two and two, male and
female, went into the ark with Noah, as
God had commanded Noah. 1°And after
seven days the waters of the flood came
upon the earth.

11n the six hundredth year of Noah’s
life, in the second month, on the sev-
enteenth day of the month, on that day
all the fountains of the great deep burst
forth, and the windows of the heavens
were opened. 12 And rain fell upon the
earth forty days and forty nights. 130n
the very same day Noah and his sons,
Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s
wife and the three wives of his sons with
them entered the ark, 14 they and every
beast, according to its kind, and all the
livestock according to their kinds, and
every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth, according to its kind, and every
bird, according to its kind, every winged
creature. 5 They went into the ark with
Noah, two and two of all flesh in which
there was the breath of life. 1 And those
that entered, male and female of all flesh,
went inas God had commanded him. And
the LORD shut him in.

17The flood continued forty days on the
earth. The waters increased and bore up
the ark, and it rose high above the earth.
18 The waters prevailed and increased
greatly on the earth, and the ark floated
on the face of the waters. 9 And the wa-
ters prevailed so mightily on the earth
that all the high mountains under the
whole heaven were covered. 2 The wa-
ters prevailed above the mountains, cov-

1Hebrew The end of all flesh has come before me 2Transliterated from Hebrew; the identity of this tree is uncertain 3 A cubit
was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 4 Or skylight 5Or seven of each kind of clean animal 6 Or seven of each kind 7 Hebrew

all existence; also verse 23
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ering them fifteen cubits’ deep. 2' And all
flesh died that moved on the earth, birds,
livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures
thatswarm on the earth, and all mankind.
22 Everything on the dry land in whose
nostrils was the breath of life died. 22He
blotted out every living thing that was
on the face of the ground, man and an-
imals and creeping things and birds of
the heavens. They were blotted out from
the earth. Only Noah was left, and those
who were with him in the ark. 24 And the
waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.

The Flood Subsides

But God remembered Noah and all

the beasts and all the livestock that
were with him in the ark. And God made
a wind blow over the earth, and the wa-
ters subsided. 2The fountains of the deep
and the windows of the heavens were
closed, the rain from the heavens was re-
strained, 3and the waters receded from
the earth continually. At the end of 150
days the waters had abated, 4and in the
seventh month, on the seventeenth day
of the month, the ark came to rest on
the mountains of Ararat. 5 And the wa-
ters continued to abate until the tenth
month; in the tenth month, on the first
day of the month, the tops of the moun-
tains were seen.

6 At the end of forty days Noah opened
the window of the ark that he had made
7and sent forth a raven. It went to and fro
until the waters were dried up from the
earth.8Then hesentforthadove from him,
tosee if the waters had subsided from the
face of the ground. *But the dove found
no place to set her foot, and she returned
to him to the ark, for the waters were still
on the face of the whole earth. So he put
outhis hand and took her and brought her
into theark with him. 19He waited another
seven days, and again he sent forth the
dove out of the ark. " And the dove came
back to him in the evening, and behold,
in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive
leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had
subsided from the earth. 2Then he waited
another seven days and sent forth the dove,
and she did not return to him anymore.

1A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 2Or dishonor
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13In the six hundred and first year, in
the first month, the first day of the month,
the waters were dried from off the earth.
And Noah removed the covering of the
arkand looked,and behold, the face of the
ground was dry. 14In the second month,
on the twenty-seventh day of the month,
the earth had dried out. *SThen God said
to Noah, 16“Go out from the ark, you and
your wife, and your sons and your sons’
wives with you. 17 Bring out with you
every living thing that is with you of all
flesh—Dbirds and animals and every creep-
ing thing that creeps on the earth—that
they may swarm on the earth, and be fruit-
ful and multiply on the earth.” 18So Noah
went out, and his sons and his wife and
his sons” wives with him. 19Every beast,
every creeping thing, and every bird, ev-
erything that moves on the earth, went
out by families from the ark.

God’s Covenant with Noah
20Then Noah builtan altar to the LORD
and took some of every clean animal and
some of every clean bird and offered burnt
offerings on the altar. 2! And when the
LorD smelled the pleasing aroma, the
Lorp said in his heart, “Iwill never again
curse? the ground because of man, for
the intention of man’s heart is evil from
his youth. Neither will I ever again strike
down every living creature as T have done.
22While the earth remains, seedtime and
harvest, cold and heat, summer and win-
ter, day and night, shall not cease.”
And God blessed Noah and his sons
and said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth. 2The fear of you
and the dread of you shall be upon every
beast of the earth and upon every bird of
the heavens, upon everything that creeps
on the ground and all the fish of the sea.
Intoyour hand they are delivered. 3Every
moving thing that lives shall be food for
you. And as I gave you the green plants,
Igive you everything. 4But you shall not
eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.
5And for your lifeblood I will require a
reckoning: from every beastI will require
it and from man. From his fellow man I
will require a reckoning for thelife of man.
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GENESIS 9:28

28 After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 2 All the days of Noah were 950
years, and he died.

Nations Descended from Noah
10 These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and
Japheth. Sons were born to them after the flood.

2The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and
Tiras.3The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. *The sons of
Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 8From these the coastland
peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by their clans,
in their nations.

6The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush: Seba,
Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.
8Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man.! *He
was a mighty hunter before the LorD. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a
mighty hunter before the LorD.” *° The beginning of his kingdom was Babel,
Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. ' From that land he went
into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and 2 Resen between
Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. ' Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim,
Lehabim, Naphtuhim, *Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom? the Philistines
came), and Caphtorim.

15 Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth, "¢ and the Jebusites,
the Amorites, the Girgashites, 7 the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, ' the
Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the
Canaanites dispersed. ¥ And the territory of the Canaanites extended from
Sidon in the direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom,
Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 22 These are the sons of Ham,
by their clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations.

21To Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the elder brother of
Japheth,? children were born. 22 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad,
Lud, and Aram. 2The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 2¢ Arpachshad
fathered Shelah; and Shelah fathered Eber. 2 To Eber were born two sons:
the name of the one was Peleg,* for in his days the earth was divided,
and his brother’s name was Joktan. 26 Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph,
Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 2 Obal, Abimael, Sheba,
2 0phir, Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. 3 The territory
in which they lived extended from Mesha in the direction of Sephar to the
hill country of the east. 3 These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their
languages, their lands, and their nations.

32These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies,
in their nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after
the flood.

The Tower of Babel

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as
]. people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar
and settled there. ? And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks,
and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for
mortar. ¢ Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower
with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be
dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 5 And the LORD came down to see
the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. ®And the Lorp
said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this

ns division
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is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to
do will now be impossible for them.? Come, let us go down and there confuse
their language, so that they may not understand one another’s speech.” #So
the LorD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they
left off building the city. ® Therefore its name was called Babel, because there
the LorD confused’ the language of all the earth. And from there the LORD
dispersed them over the face of all the earth.

Shem’s Descendants

10These are the generations of Shem. When Shem was 100 years old, he
fathered Arpachshad two years after the flood. "' And Shem lived after he
fathered Arpachshad 500 years and had other sons and daughters.

12 When Arpachshad had lived 35 years, he fathered Shelah. * And
Arpachshad lived after he fathered Shelah 403 years and had other sons
and daughters.

14 When Shelah had lived 30 years, he fathered Eber. ' And Shelah lived
after he fathered Eber 403 years and had other sons and daughters.

16When Eber had lived 34 years, he fathered Peleg. '7 And Eber lived after
he fathered Peleg 430 years and had other sons and daughters.

18When Peleg had lived 30 years, he fathered Reu. * And Peleg lived after
he fathered Reu 209 years and had other sons and daughters.

20When Reu had lived 32 years, he fathered Serug. 2! And Reu lived after
he fathered Serug 207 years and had other sons and daughters.

22When Serug had lived 30 years, he fathered Nahor. 2 And Serug lived
after he fathered Nahor 200 years and had other sons and daughters.

24When Nahor had lived 29 years, he fathered Terah. 25 And Nahor lived
after he fathered Terah 119 years and had other sons and daughters.

2 When Terah had lived 70 years, he fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

Teral’s Descendants

27Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor,
and Haran; and Haran fathered Lot. 2 Haran died in the presence of his father
Terah in the land of his kindred, in Ur of the Chaldeans. ? And Abram and
Nahor took wives. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of
Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah.
3 Now Sarai was barren; she had no child.

31 Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and
Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife, and they went forth together
from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but when they came
to Haran, they settled there. 3 The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah
died in Haran.

The Call of Abram
Now the LORD said? to Abram, “Go from your country’ and your kin-
12 dred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And
1 will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name
great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and
him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth

shall be blessed.™
4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.  And Abram took
Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had
gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out

" Babel sounds ke the Hebrew for confused 20r had said 3Or land #Or by you ll the families of the earth shall bless
themselves
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GENESIS 9:28

2 After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 2 All the days of Noah were 950
years, and he died.

Nations Descended from Noah
These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and
].0 Japheth. Sons were born to them after the flood.

2The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and
Tiras. 3The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 The sons of
Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 3 From these the coastland
peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by their clans,
in their nations.

©The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan.” The sons of Cush: Seba,
Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.
8Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man.! °He
was a mighty hunter before the LorD. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a
mighty hunter before the Lorp.” ' The beginning of his kingdom was Babel,
Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. ' From that land he went
into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and 2 Resen between
Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. ¥ Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim,
Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 1 Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom? the Philistines
came), and Caphtorim.

15 Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth, "6 and the Jebusites,
the Amorites, the Girgashites, 7 the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, '8 the
Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the
Canaanites dispersed. '* And the territory of the Canaanites extended from
Sidon in the direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom,
Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 22 These are the sons of Ham,
by their clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations.

21To Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the elder brother of
Japheth,? children were born. 2 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad,
Lud, and Aram. 2 The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 2 Arpachshad
fathered Shelah; and Shelah fathered Eber. 2 To Eber were born two sons:
the name of the one was Peleg,* for in his days the earth was divided,
and his brother’s name was Joktan. 2 Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph,
Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 2 Obal, Abimael, Sheba,
2 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan, % The territory
in which they lived extended from Mesha in the direction of Sephar to the
hill country of the east. 3 These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their
languages, their lands, and their nations.

32These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies,
in their nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after
the flood.

The Tower of Babel

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as
1 people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar
and settled there. ®And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks,
and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for
mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower
with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be
dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 3 And the LORD came down to see
the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. ¢And the LorD
said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this
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is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to
do will now be impossible for them.” Come, let us go down and there confuse
their language, so that they may not understand one another’s speech.” 8 So
the Lorp dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they
left off building the city.  Therefore its name was called Babel, because there
the LorD confused’ the language of all the earth. And from there the LorRD
dispersed them over the face of all the earth.

Shem’s Descendants

10 These are the generations of Shem. When Shem was 100 years old, he
fathered Arpachshad two years after the flood. "' And Shem lived after he
fathered Arpachshad 500 years and had other sons and daughters.

12When Arpachshad had lived 35 years, he fathered Shelah. ™ And
Arpachshad lived after he fathered Shelah 403 years and had other sons
and daughters.

14When Shelah had lived 30 years, he fathered Eber. ' And Shelah lived
after he fathered Eber 403 years and had other sons and daughters.

16When Eber had lived 34 years, he fathered Peleg. '7 And Eber lived after
he fathered Peleg 430 years and had other sons and daughters.

18 When Peleg had lived 30 years, he fathered Reu. ' And Peleg lived after
he fathered Reu 209 years and had other sons and daughters.

20When Reu had lived 32 years, he fathered Serug. 2! And Reu lived after
he fathered Serug 207 years and had other sons and daughters.

22When Serug had lived 30 years, he fathered Nahor. 2 And Serug lived
after he fathered Nahor 200 years and had other sons and daughters.

24When Nahor had lived 29 years, he fathered Terah. 25 And Nahor lived
after he fathered Terah 119 years and had other sons and daughters.

26 When Terah had lived 70 years, he fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

Terah’s Descendants

27 Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor,
and Haran; and Haran fathered Lot. 2 Haran died in the presence of his father
Terah in the land of his kindred, in Ur of the Chaldeans. # And Abram and
Nahor took wives. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of
Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah.
30Now Sarai was barren; she had no child.

31 Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and
Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife, and they went forth together
from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but when they came
to Haran, they settled there. 32 The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah
died in Haran.

The Call of Abram
12 Now the LoRD said” to Abram, “Go from your country® and your kin-
dred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And
1 will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name
great, so that you will be a blessing. 31 will bless those who bless you, and
him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth

shall be blessed.”
4S0 Abram went, as the LorD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took
Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had
gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out

" Babel sounds like the Hebrew for confused 20r had said 3 Or land *Or by you all the families of the earth shall bless
themselves
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GENESIS 15:1

God’s Covenant with Abram
1 After these things the word of the LorRD
came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall
be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord Gop,
what will you give me, for I continue child-
less, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, you
have given me no offspring, and a member of
my household will be my heir.”

Abram is getting worried. God had promised
him that he would be the father of a great
nation, and yet Abram and his wife, Sarai,
have no children. As he does more than once,
Abram decides to take matters into his own
hands, declaring that a man named Eliezer
will be his heir. God, however, will not have
it. In the coming verses, he reiterates his
promise and even binds himself to Abram
in a covenant promise.

4And behold, the word of the LORD came
to him: “This man shall not be your heir;
your very own son shall be your heir.” s And
he brought him outside and said, “Look
toward heaven, and number the stars, if you
are able to number them.” Then he said to
him, “So shall your offspring be.” ¢ And he
believed the LorD, and he counted it to him
as righteousness.

7And he said to him, “I am the LorRD who
brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans
to give you this land to possess.” 8But he said,
“O Lord Gop, how am I to know that I shall
possess it?” 9He said to him, “Bring me a heifer
three years old, a female goat three years old, a
ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young
pigeon.” 1 And he brought him all these, cut
them in half, and laid each half over against
the other. But he did not cut the birds in half.
11 And when birds of prey came down on the
carcasses, Abram drove them away.

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep
fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great
darkness fell upon him. ¥ Then the LORD said
to Abram, “Know for certain that your off-
spring will be sojourners in a land that is not
theirs and will be servants there, and they will
be afflicted for four hundred years. ¥ But I will
bring judgment on the nation that they serve,
and afterward they shall come out with great
possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your
fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good
old age. ' And they shall come back here in
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the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the
Amorites is not yet complete.”

17When the sun had gone down and it was
dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming
torch passed between these pieces. 8On that
day the LorD made a covenant with Abram,
saying, “To your offspring I give this land,
from the river of Egypt to the great river, the
river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 2 the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Rephaim, 2' the Amorites, the
Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.”

When God passes between the divided
pieces of the animals, he is essentially saying,
“If I do not keep my promise to you, then
let what has been done to these animals
be done to me.” Thus his promise has now
become something more—an irrevocable,
unilateral covenant between God and Abram.

Sarai and Hagar
1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him
no children. She had a female Egyptian
servant whose name was Hagar. 2And Sarai
said to Abram, “Behold now, the LoRD has
prevented me from bearing children. Go in to
my servant; it may be that I shall obtain chil-
dren by her.” And Abram listened to the voice
of Sarai.3So, after Abram had lived ten years in
the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took
Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her
to Abram her husband as a wife. * And he went
in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she
saw that she had conceived, she looked with
contempt on her mistress. 5 And Sarai said to
Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you!
1 gave my servant to your embrace, and when
she saw that she had conceived, she looked
on me with contempt. May the LORD judge
between you and me!” € But Abram said to
Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your power;
do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt
harshly with her, and she fled from her.
7The angel of the LorD found her by a spring
of water in the wilderness, the spring on the
way to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of
Sarai, where have you come from and where
are you going?” She said, “I am fleeing from
my mistress Sarai.”  The angel of the LORD
said to her, “Return to your mistress and sub-
mit to her”  The angel of the LoRD also said
to her, “I will surely multiply your offspring so
that they cannot be numbered for multitude.”
11 And the angel of the LorD said to her,

15

“Behold, you are pregnant
and shall bear a son.
You shall call his name Ishmael,’
because the LorD has listened to your
affliction.
12 He shall be a wild donkey of a man,
his hand against everyone
and everyone’s hand against him,
and he shall dwell over against all his
kinsmen.”

13S0 she called the name of the LorD who
spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing,” for she
said, “Truly here I have seen him who looks
after me.” “Therefore the well was called Beer-
lahai-roi;? it lies between Kadesh and Bered.

15 And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram
called the name of his son, whom Hagar bore,
Ishmael. '8 Abram was eighty-six years old
when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

What a fateful decision Abram makes here!
Despite all that God has done for him, Abram
still doubts whether God will keep his prom-
ises. Again, he decides to force the issue,
committing adultery with Sarai’s servant,
Hagar, and conceiving a son, Ishmael. This
is a decision that will have far-reaching con-
sequences for God's people.

But even so, God will remain faithful to
his covenant, and in chapter 17 he gives
Abram—now Abraham—the sign of that
covenant, a constant reminder of his deter-
mination to keep his promise and fulfill the
covenant he made with Abraham.

Abraham and the Covenant of Circumcision
1 ‘When Abram was ninety-nine years old
the LorD appeared to Abram and said to
him, “Tam God Almighty; walk before me, and
be blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant
between me and you, and may multiply you
greatly.” 3Then Abram fell on his face. And God
said to him, *“Behold, my covenant is with you,
and you shall be the father of a multitude of
nations. No longer shall your name be called
Abram,’ but your name shall be Abraham,* for
1 have made you the father of a multitude of
nations. 6T will make you exceedingly fruitful,
and I will make you into nations, and kings
shall come from you. 7And I will establish
my covenant between me and you and your
offspring after you throughout their gener-

GENESIS 17:23

ations for an everlasting covenant, to be God
to you and to your offspring after you. 8 And
1 will give to you and to your offspring after
you the land of your sojournings, all the land
of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and T
will be their God.”

9And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you
shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring
after you throughout their generations. 1 This
is my covenant, which you shall keep, between
me and you and your offspring after you: Every
male among you shall be circumcised. ' You
shall be circumcised in the flesh of your fore-
skins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and you. 2He who is eight days
old among you shall be circumcised. Every
male throughout your generations, whether
born in your house or bought with your
money from any foreigner who is not of your
offspring, ¥both he who is born in your house
and he who is bought with your money, shall
surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be
in your flesh an everlasting covenant. ' Any
uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in
the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his
people; he has broken my covenant.”

Isaac’s Birth Promised

15And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai
your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai,
but Sarah® shall be her name. '*I will bless
her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her.
Twill bless her, and she shall become nations;
kings of peoples shall come from her.” 7 Then
Abraham fell on his face and laughed and
said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a
man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah,
who is ninety years old, bear a child?” '8 And
Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might
live before you!” ¥ God said, “No, but Sarah
your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall
call his name Isaac.® T will establish my cove-
nant with him as an everlasting covenant for
his offspring after him. 20 As for Ishmael, I have
heard you; behold, I have blessed him and will
make him fruitful and multiply him greatly.
He shall father twelve princes, and I will make
him into a great nation. 2! But I will establish
my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear
to you at this time next year.”

22When he had finished talking with him,
God went up from Abraham. 2 Then Abraham
took Ishmael his son and all those born in his
house or bought with his money, every male
among the men of Abraham’s house, and he

1 Ishmael means God hears 2 Beer-lahai-roi means the wellof the Living One who sees me 3 Abram means exalted father *Abraham means father of a multitude

$ Sarai and Saroh mean princess € Isaac means he laughs
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JOHN 2:21 16

to build this temple,! and will you raise it up in three
days?” 2 But he was speaking about the temple of his
body. 2When therefore he was raised from the dead,
his disciples remembered that he had said this, and
they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus
had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man

2Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover
Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the
signs that he was doing. 2But Jesus on his part did not
entrust himself to them, because he knew all people
%and needed no one to bear witness about man, for
he himself knew what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named

Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came
to Jesus? by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can
do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”
3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless
one is born again® he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his
mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly,
truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. ¢That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit.* ”’Do not marvel that I said
to you, ‘You® must be born again.’ 8The wind® blows
where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do
10r This temple was built forty-six years ago 2Greek him 3 Or from above; the Greek is purposely ambiguous and can

mean both again and from above; also verse 7 *The same Greek word means both wind and spirit *The Greek for you
is plural here ®The same Greek word means both wind and spirit
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not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it
is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
*Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things
be?” °Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of
Israel and yet you do not understand these things?
"Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know,
and bear witness to what we have seen, but you! do
not receive our testimony. '2If I have told you earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if
1 tell you heavenly things? *No one has ascended into
heaven except he who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man.? *And as Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
sthat whoever believes in him may have eternal life?

For God So Loved the World

16“For God so loved the world,* that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. 7 For God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through
him. ®*Whoever believes in him is not condemned,
but whoever does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only
Son of God. ®*And this is the judgment: the light has
come into the world, and people loved the darkness
rather than the light because their works were evil.
2For everyone who does wicked things hates the light
and does not come to the light, lest his works should
be exposed. 2 But whoever does what is true comes to
the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works
have been carried out in God.”

"The Greek for you is plural here; also four times in verse 12 2Some manuscripts add who is in heaven
3Some interpreters hold that the quotation ends at verse 15 #Or For this is how God loved the world
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longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has
no claim on me, but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the
world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.

15 “1 AM the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in

me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does
bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean
because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide
in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so
prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved
you. Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide
in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide
in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in
you, and that your joy may be full.

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down
his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command
you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know
what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that
I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and
bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask
the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I command
you, so that you will love one another.

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated
you. If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but
because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to
you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.” If they persecuted me,
they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep
yours. But all these things they will do to you on account of my name,
because they do not know him who sent me. If I had not come and
spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of sin, but now they
have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father also. If
Ihad not done among them the works that no one else did, they would

1598
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not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me and
my Father. But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled:
‘They hated me without a cause.

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear
witness about me. And you also will bear witness, because you have
been with me from the beginning.

16 “1 HAVE said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. They

will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when
whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. And they will
do these things because they have not known the Father, nor me. But
T have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may
remember thatI told them to you.

“Idid not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was
with you. But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you
asks me, “Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to
you, sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it
is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper
will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. And when he
comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness
and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me;
concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see
me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world
is judged.

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them
now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the
truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he
hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to
come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it
to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take
what is mine and declare it to you.

“A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little
while, and you will see me.” So some of his disciples said to one another,
“What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see
me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am
going to the Father’?” So they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a
little while’> We do not know what he is talking about.” Jesus knew
that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are
asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will
not see me, and again a little while and you will see me’? Truly, truly,
I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You

1599
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2 After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 2 All the days of Noah were 950
years, and he died.

Nations Descended from Noah
1 These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and

0 Japheth. Sons were born to them after the flood.

2The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and
Tiras. *The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 The sons of
Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 5 From these the coastland
peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by their clans,
in their nations.

6The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan.” The sons of Cush: Seba,
Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.
8Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man.! *He
was a mighty hunter before the LoRD. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a
mighty hunter before the LORD.” * The beginning of his kingdom was Babel,
Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. " From that land he went
into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and '2Resen between
Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. '¥Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim,
Lehabim, Naphtuhim, " Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom? the Philistines
came), and Caphtorim.

15 Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth, " and the Jebusites,
the Amorites, the Girgashites, 17 the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, 18 the
Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the
Canaanites dispersed. ' And the territory of the Canaanites extended from
Sidon in the direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom,
Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. ® These are the sons of Ham,
by their clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations.

21To Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the elder brother of
Japheth,? children were born. 22 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad,
Lud, and Aram. 22 The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 2 Arpachshad
fathered Shelah; and Shelah fathered Eber. 5 To Eber were born two sons:
the name of the one was Peleg,* for in his days the earth was divided,
and his brother’s name was Joktan. 2 Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph,
Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 2 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 2 Obal, Abimael, Sheba,
20phir, Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. ¥ The territory
in which they lived extended from Mesha in the direction of Sephar to the
hill country of the east. 3 These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their
languages, their lands, and their nations.

32These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies,
in their nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after
the flood.

The Tower of Babel
1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as
people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar
and settled there. 3 And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks,
and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for
mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower
with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be
dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 5 And the LoRD came down to see
the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6 And the LorD
said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this
Tor 20r from where >Or the brot N
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is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to
do will now be impossible for them.”Come, let us go down and there confuse
their language, so that they may not understand one another’s speech.” 8So
the LorD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they
left off building the city. 9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there
the Lorp confused’ the language of all the earth. And from there the LorRD
dispersed them over the face of all the earth.

Shem’s Descendants

10These are the generations of Shem. When Shem was 100 years old, he
fathered Arpachshad two years after the flood. " And Shem lived after he
fathered Arpachshad 500 years and had other sons and daughters.

12When Arpachshad had lived 35 years, he fathered Shelah. 3 And
Arpachshad lived after he fathered Shelah 403 years and had other sons
and daughters.

14When Shelah had lived 30 years, he fathered Eber. 5 And Shelah lived
after he fathered Eber 403 years and had other sons and daughters.

16When Eber had lived 34 years, he fathered Peleg. 7 And Eber lived after
he fathered Peleg 430 years and had other sons and daughters.

18When Peleg had lived 30 years, he fathered Reu. '° And Peleg lived after
he fathered Reu 209 years and had other sons and daughters.

20When Reu had lived 32 years, he fathered Serug. 2 And Reu lived after
he fathered Serug 207 years and had other sons and daughters.

22When Serug had lived 30 years, he fathered Nahor. 2 And Serug lived
after he fathered Nahor 200 years and had other sons and daughters.

2¢When Nahor had lived 29 years, he fathered Terah. 2 And Nahor lived
after he fathered Terah 119 years and had other sons and daughters.

26When Terah had lived 70 years, he fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

Terah’s Descendants

27 Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor,
and Haran; and Haran fathered Lot. 2Haran died in the presence of his father
Terah in the land of his kindred, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 2 And Abram and
Nahor took wives. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of
Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah.
30Now Sarai was barren; she had no child.

31 Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and
Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife, and they went forth together
from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but when they came
to Haran, they settled there. 32 The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah
died in Haran.

The Call of Abram
1 2 Now the LoRrD said? to Abram, “Go from your country’ and your kin-
dred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And
1 will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name
great, so that you will be a blessing. 31 will bless those who bless you, and
him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth

shall be blessed.™
4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took
Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had
gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out

1 Babel sounds like the Hebrew for confused 2Or had said 3O land *Or by you all the families of the earth shal bless
themselves
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2 After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 2 All the days of Noah were 950
years, and he died.

Nations Descended from Noah
1 These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and

0 Japheth. Sons were born to them after the flood.

2The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and
Tiras. *The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 The sons of
Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 5 From these the coastland
peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by their clans,
in their nations.

6The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan.” The sons of Cush: Seba,
Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.
8Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man.! *He
was a mighty hunter before the LoRD. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a
mighty hunter before the LORD.” * The beginning of his kingdom was Babel,
Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. " From that land he went
into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and '2Resen between
Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. '¥Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim,
Lehabim, Naphtuhim, " Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom? the Philistines
came), and Caphtorim.

15 Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth, " and the Jebusites,
the Amorites, the Girgashites, 17 the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, 18 the
Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the
Canaanites dispersed. ' And the territory of the Canaanites extended from
Sidon in the direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom,
Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. ® These are the sons of Ham,
by their clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations.

21To Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the elder brother of
Japheth,? children were born. 22 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad,
Lud, and Aram. 22 The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 2 Arpachshad
fathered Shelah; and Shelah fathered Eber. 5 To Eber were born two sons:
the name of the one was Peleg,* for in his days the earth was divided,
and his brother’s name was Joktan. 2 Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph,
Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 2 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 2 Obal, Abimael, Sheba,
20phir, Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. ¥ The territory
in which they lived extended from Mesha in the direction of Sephar to the
hill country of the east. 3 These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their
languages, their lands, and their nations.

32These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies,
in their nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after
the flood.

The Tower of Babel
1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as
people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar
and settled there. 3 And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks,
and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for
mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower
with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be
dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 5 And the LoRD came down to see
the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6 And the LorD
said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this
Tor 20r from where >Or the brot N
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is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to
do will now be impossible for them.”Come, let us go down and there confuse
their language, so that they may not understand one another’s speech.” 8So
the LorD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they
left off building the city. 9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there
the Lorp confused’ the language of all the earth. And from there the LorRD
dispersed them over the face of all the earth.

Shem’s Descendants

10These are the generations of Shem. When Shem was 100 years old, he
fathered Arpachshad two years after the flood. " And Shem lived after he
fathered Arpachshad 500 years and had other sons and daughters.

12When Arpachshad had lived 35 years, he fathered Shelah. 3 And
Arpachshad lived after he fathered Shelah 403 years and had other sons
and daughters.

14When Shelah had lived 30 years, he fathered Eber. 5 And Shelah lived
after he fathered Eber 403 years and had other sons and daughters.

16When Eber had lived 34 years, he fathered Peleg. 7 And Eber lived after
he fathered Peleg 430 years and had other sons and daughters.

18When Peleg had lived 30 years, he fathered Reu. '° And Peleg lived after
he fathered Reu 209 years and had other sons and daughters.

20When Reu had lived 32 years, he fathered Serug. 2 And Reu lived after
he fathered Serug 207 years and had other sons and daughters.

22When Serug had lived 30 years, he fathered Nahor. 2 And Serug lived
after he fathered Nahor 200 years and had other sons and daughters.

2¢When Nahor had lived 29 years, he fathered Terah. 2 And Nahor lived
after he fathered Terah 119 years and had other sons and daughters.

26When Terah had lived 70 years, he fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

Terah’s Descendants

27 Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor,
and Haran; and Haran fathered Lot. 2Haran died in the presence of his father
Terah in the land of his kindred, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 2 And Abram and
Nahor took wives. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of
Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah.
30Now Sarai was barren; she had no child.

31 Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and
Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife, and they went forth together
from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but when they came
to Haran, they settled there. 32 The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah
died in Haran.

The Call of Abram
1 2 Now the LoRrD said? to Abram, “Go from your country’ and your kin-
dred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And
1 will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name
great, so that you will be a blessing. 31 will bless those who bless you, and
him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth

shall be blessed.™
4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took
Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had
gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out

1 Babel sounds like the Hebrew for confused 2Or had said 3O land *Or by you all the families of the earth shal bless
themselves

GENESIS 12:5
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28 After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 22 All the days of Noah were 950
years, and he died.

Nations Descended from Noah
10 These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and
Japheth. Sons were born to them after the flood.

2The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and
Tiras. 3The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 The sons of
Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 5 From these the coastland
peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by their clans,
in their nations.

6The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan.” The sons of Cush: Seba,
Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.
8Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man.! *He
was a mighty hunter before the LorD. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a
mighty hunter before the LorD.” 1 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel,
Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. " From that land he went
into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and '2Resen between
Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. ¥Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim,
Lehabim, Naphtuhim, ' Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom? the Philistines
came), and Caphtorim.

15 Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth, " and the Jebusites,
the Amorites, the Girgashites, 17 the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, 18 the
Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the
Canaanites dispersed. ' And the territory of the Canaanites extended from
Sidon in the direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom,
Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 2 These are the sons of Ham,
by their clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations.

21To Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the elder brother of
Japheth,? children were born. 22 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad,
Lud, and Aram. 2 The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 2¢ Arpachshad
fathered Shelah; and Shelah fathered Eber. 25 To Eber were born two sons:
the name of the one was Peleg,” for in his days the earth was divided,
and his brother’s name was Joktan. 2 Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph,
Hazarmaveth, Jerah, ? Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 2 Obal, Abimael, Sheba,
290phir, Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. 3 The territory
in which they lived extended from Mesha in the direction of Sephar to the
hill country of the east. 3 These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their
languages, their lands, and their nations.

32 These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies,
in their nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after
the flood.

The Tower of Babel
1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as
people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar
and settled there. 3And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks,
and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for
mortar. * Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower
with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be
dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” S And the LorRD came down to see
the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 8And the LorD
said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this
10r he began to be a mighty man on the earth 20O from where 3Or the brother of Japheth the elder * Peleg means division

Sample spread (58% actual size)

is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to
do will now be impossible for them.? Come, let us go down and there confuse
their language, so that they may not understand one another’s speech.” 8So
the Lorp dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they
left off building the city. ® Therefore its name was called Babel, because there
the Lorp confused’ the language of all the earth. And from there the LorD
dispersed them over the face of all the earth.

Shem’s Descendants

10 These are the generations of Shem. When Shem was 100 years old, he
fathered Arpachshad two years after the flood. " And Shem lived after he
fathered Arpachshad 500 years and had other sons and daughters.

12When Arpachshad had lived 35 years, he fathered Shelah. ** And
Arpachshad lived after he fathered Shelah 403 years and had other sons
and daughters.

14When Shelah had lived 30 years, he fathered Eber. 5 And Shelah lived
after he fathered Eber 403 years and had other sons and daughters.

16When Eber had lived 34 years, he fathered Peleg. '7 And Eber lived after
he fathered Peleg 430 years and had other sons and daughters.

18When Peleg had lived 30 years, he fathered Reu. ' And Peleg lived after
he fathered Reu 209 years and had other sons and daughters.

20When Reu had lived 32 years, he fathered Serug. 2! And Reu lived after
he fathered Serug 207 years and had other sons and daughters.

22When Serug had lived 30 years, he fathered Nahor. 2 And Serug lived
after he fathered Nahor 200 years and had other sons and daughters.

24When Nahor had lived 29 years, he fathered Terah. 25 And Nahor lived
after he fathered Terah 119 years and had other sons and daughters.

26When Terah had lived 70 years, he fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

Terah’s Descendants

27 Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor,
and Haran; and Haran fathered Lot. 2 Haran died in the presence of his father
Terah in the land of his kindred, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 2 And Abram and
Nahor took wives. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of
Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah.
3 Now Sarai was barren; she had no child.

31 Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and
Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife, and they went forth together
from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but when they came
to Haran, they settled there. 3 The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah
died in Haran.

The Call of Abram
1 2 Now the LORD said? to Abram, “Go from your country® and your kin-
dred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And
1 will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name
great, so that you will be a blessing. 31 will bless those who bless you, and
him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth

shall be blessed.”
4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took
Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had
gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out

1 Babel sounds like the Hebrew for confused 2Or had said 3Or land *Or by you all the families of the earth shall bless
themselves
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his generation. Noah walked with God.
10And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham,
and Japheth.

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s
sight, and the earth was filled with vio-
lence. 2And God saw the earth, and be-
hold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had cor-
rupted their way on the earth. 3 And God
said to Noah, “Thave determined to make
an end of all flesh,! for the earth is filled
with violence through them. Behold, I will
destroy them with the earth. 14 Make your-
self an ark of gopher wood.? Make rooms
intheark,and coveritinside and out with
pitch.5This is how you are to make it: the
length of the ark 300 cubits,’ its breadth
50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 18 Make
aroof*for theark, and finish it to a cubit
above, and set the door of the ark in its
side. Make it with lower, second, and third
decks. 17For behold, I will bring a flood of
waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh
inwhich is the breath of life under heaven.
Everything that is on the earth shall die.
18But I will establish my covenant with
you, and you shall come into the ark, you,
your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives
with you. 1®And of every living thing of
all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort
into the ark to keep them alive with you.
They shall be male and female. 20 Of the
birds according to their kinds, and of the
animals according to their kinds, of every
creeping thing of the ground, according
to its kind, two of every sort shall come
in to you to keep them alive. 21 Also take
with you every sort of food that is eaten,
and store it up. It shall serve as food for
youand for them.”22Noah did this; he did
all that God commanded him.

Then the LorD said to Noah, “Go into

the ark, you and all your household,
for Thave seen that you are righteous be-
fore me in this generation. 2 Take with
you seven pairs of all clean animals,’ the
male and his mate, and a pair of the ani-
mals that are not clean, the male and his
mate,3and seven pairsé of the birds of the
heavens also, male and female, to keep
their offspring alive on the face of all the

6

earth. 4For in seven days I will send rain
on the earth forty days and forty nights,
and every living thing” that T have made I
will blot out from the face of the ground.”
5And Noah did all that the LorD had com-
manded him.

6Noah was six hundred years old when
the flood of waters came upon the earth.
7And Noah and his sons and his wifeand
his sons’ wives with him went into the ark
to escape the waters of the flood. 8Of clean
animals, and of animals that are not clean,
and of birds, and of everything that creeps
on the ground, °two and two, male and
female, went into the ark with Noah, as
God had commanded Noah. 1°And after
seven days the waters of the flood came
upon the earth.

111n the six hundredth year of Noah’s
life, in the second month, on the sev-
enteenth day of the month, on that day
all the fountains of the great deep burst
forth, and the windows of the heavens
were opened. 12And rain fell upon the
earth forty days and forty nights. 130n
the very same day Noah and his sons,
Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s
wife and the three wives of his sons with
them entered the ark, 14 they and every
beast, according to its kind, and all the
livestock according to their kinds, and
every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth, according to its kind, and every
bird, according to its kind, every winged
creature. 15 They went into the ark with
Noah, two and two of all flesh in which
there was the breath of life. ' And those
that entered, male and female of all flesh,
wentinas God had commanded him.And
the LorD shut him in.

17The flood continued forty days on the
earth. The waters increased and bore up
the ark, and it rose high above the earth.
18 The waters prevailed and increased
greatly on the earth, and the ark floated
on the face of the waters. 1 And the wa-
ters prevailed so mightily on the earth
that all the high mountains under the
whole heaven were covered. 20 The wa-
ters prevailed above the mountains, cov-

1Hebrew The end of all flesh has come before me 2 Transliterated from Hebrew; the identity of this tree is uncertain 3 A cubit
was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 4 Or skylight 5 Or seven of each kind of clean animal 6 Or seven of each kind 7 Hebrew

all existence; also verse 23
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ering them fifteen cubits! deep. 2' And all
flesh died that moved on the earth, birds,
livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures
thatswarm on the earth, and all mankind.
22 Everything on the dry land in whose
nostrils was the breath of life died. 22 He
blotted out every living thing that was
on the face of the ground, man and an-
imals and creeping things and birds of
the heavens. They were blotted out from
the earth. Only Noah was left, and those
who were with him in the ark. 2¢And the
waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.

The Flood Subsides

But God remembered Noah and all

the beasts and all the livestock that
were with him in the ark. And God made
awind blow over the earth, and the wa-
ters subsided. 2The fountains of the deep
and the windows of the heavens were
closed, the rain from the heavens was re-
strained, 3and the waters receded from
the earth continually. At the end of 150
days the waters had abated, 4and in the
seventh month, on the seventeenth day
of the month, the ark came to rest on
the mountains of Ararat. 5 And the wa-
ters continued to abate until the tenth
month; in the tenth month, on the first
day of the month, the tops of the moun-
tains were seen.

6 At the end of forty days Noah opened
the window of the ark that he had made
7and sent forth a raven. It went to and fro
until the waters were dried up from the
carth.8Then he sent fortha dove from him,
toseeif the waters had subsided from the
face of the ground. 9But the dove found
no place to set her foot, and she returned
to him to the ark, for the waters were still
on the face of the whole earth. So he put
out hishand and took her and brought her
into the ark with him. 1°He waited another
seven days, and again he sent forth the
dove out of the ark. " And the dove came
back to him in the evening, and behold,
in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive
leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had
subsided from the earth. 2Then he waited
another seven days and sent forth the dove,
and she did not return to him anymore.

1A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 2 Or dishonor

GENESIS 9:5

131n the six hundred and first year, in
the first month, the first day of the month,
the waters were dried from off the earth.
And Noah removed the covering of the
arkand looked, and behold, the face of the
ground was dry. 14In the second month,
on the twenty-seventh day of the month,
the earth had dried out. '5Then God said
to Noah, 6“Go out from the ark, you and
your wife, and your sons and your sons’
wives with you. 17 Bring out with you
every living thing that is with you of all
flesh—birdsand animals and every creep-
ing thing that creeps on the earth—that
they may swarm on the earth, and be fruit-
ful and multiply on the earth.” 18So Noah
went out, and his sons and his wife and
his sons’ wives with him. 19 Every beast,
every creeping thing, and every bird, ev-
erything that moves on the earth, went
out by families from the ark.

God’s Covenant with Noah
20Then Noah built an altar to the LORD
and took some of every clean animal and
some of every clean bird and offered burnt
offerings on the altar. 2! And when the
LoRrD smelled the pleasing aroma, the
Lorpsaid in his heart, “I will never again
curse? the ground because of man, for
the intention of man’s heart is evil from
hisyouth. Neither will I ever again strike
down every living creature as T have done.
22While the earth remains, seedtime and
harvest, cold and heat, summer and win-
ter, day and night, shall not cease.”
And God blessed Noah and his sons
and said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth. 2The fear of you
and the dread of you shall be upon every
beast of the earth and upon every bird of
the heavens, upon everything that creeps
on the ground and all the fish of the sea.
Intoyour hand they are delivered.3Every
moving thing that lives shall be food for
you. And as I gave you the green plants,
1 give you everything. 4But you shall not
eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.
5And for your lifeblood I will require a
reckoning: from every beast I will require
it and from man. From his fellow man I
will require a reckoning for the life of man.
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his generation. Noah walked with God.
10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham,
and Japheth.

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s
sight, and the earth was filled with vio-
lence. 12And God saw the earth, and be-
hold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had cor-
rupted their way on the earth. 3And God
said to Noah, “Thave determined to make
an end of all flesh,! for the earth is filled
with violence through them. Behold, I will
destroy them with the earth. 14Make your-
self an ark of gopher wood.? Make rooms
intheark, and cover it inside and out with
pitch. 15This is how you are to make it: the
length of the ark 300 cubits,’ its breadth
50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 6 Make
aroof*for the ark, and finish it to a cubit
above, and set the door of the ark in its
side. Make it with lower, second, and third
decks. 17 For behold, I will bring a flood of
waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh
inwhich is the breath of life under heaven.
Everything that is on the earth shall die.
18But I will establish my covenant with
you, and you shall come into the ark, you,
your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives
with you. 1® And of every living thing of
all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort
into the ark to keep them alive with you.
They shall be male and female. 200f the
birdsaccording to their kinds, and of the
animals according to their kinds, of every
creeping thing of the ground, according
to its kind, two of every sort shall come
in to you to keep them alive. 2! Also take
with you every sort of food that is eaten,
and store it up. It shall serve as food for
youand for them.”22Noah did this; he did
all that God commanded him.

Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into

the ark, you and all your household,
for I have seen that you are righteous be-
fore me in this generation. 2 Take with
you seven pairs of all clean animals,” the
male and his mate, and a pair of the ani-
mals that are not clean, the male and his
mate, 3and seven pairs® of the birds of the
heavens also, male and female, to keep
their offspring alive on the face of all the

6

earth. 4For in seven days I will send rain
on the earth forty days and forty nights,
and every living thing” that Thave made I
will blot out from the face of the ground.”
5And Noah did all that the LorD had com-
manded him.

6Noah was six hundred years old when
the flood of waters came upon the earth.
7And Noah and his sons and his wife and
his sons’ wives with him went into theark
to escape the waters of the flood. 8Of clean
animals,and of animals that are not clean,
and of birds, and of everything that creeps
on the ground, ?two and two, male and
female, went into the ark with Noah, as
God had commanded Noah. 1 And after
seven days the waters of the flood came
upon the earth.

111n the six hundredth year of Noah’s
life, in the second month, on the sev-
enteenth day of the month, on that day
all the fountains of the great deep burst
forth, and the windows of the heavens
were opened. 12And rain fell upon the
earth forty days and forty nights. 130n
the very same day Noah and his sons,
Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s
wife and the three wives of his sons with
them entered the ark, 14 they and every
beast, according to its kind, and all the
livestock according to their kinds, and
every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth, according to its kind, and every
bird, according to its kind, every winged
creature. '* They went into the ark with
Noah, two and two of all flesh in which
there was the breath of life. 18 And those
that entered, male and female of all flesh,
wentinas God had commanded him.And
the LorD shut him in.

17The flood continued forty days on the
earth. The waters increased and bore up
the ark, and it rose high above the earth.
18 The waters prevailed and increased
greatly on the earth, and the ark floated
on the face of the waters. 19 And the wa-
ters prevailed so mightily on the earth
that all the high mountains under the
whole heaven were covered. 20 The wa-
ters prevailed above the mountains, cov-

1Hebrew The end of all flesh has come before me 2 Transliterated from Hebrew; the identity of this tree is uncertain 3 A cubit
was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 4 Or skylight S Or seven of each kind of clean animal 6 Or seven of each kind 7 Hebrew

all existence; also verse 23
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ering them fifteen cubits’ deep. 2! And all
flesh died that moved on the earth, birds,
livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures
thatswarm on the earth, and all mankind.
22Everything on the dry land in whose
nostrils was the breath of life died. 22He
blotted out every living thing that was
on the face of the ground, man and an-
imals and creeping things and birds of
the heavens. They were blotted out from
the earth. Only Noah was left, and those
who were with him in the ark. 24 And the
waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.

The Flood Subsides

But God remembered Noah and all

the beasts and all the livestock that
were with him in the ark. And God made
a wind blow over the earth, and the wa-
ters subsided. 2The fountains of the deep
and the windows of the heavens were
closed, the rain from the heavens was re-
strained, 3and the waters receded from
the earth continually. At the end of 150
days the waters had abated, 4and in the
seventh month, on the seventeenth day
of the month, the ark came to rest on
the mountains of Ararat. 5And the wa-
ters continued to abate until the tenth
month; in the tenth month, on the first
day of the month, the tops of the moun-
tains were seen.

6At the end of forty days Noah opened

the window of the ark that he had made
7and sent forth a raven. It went to and fro
until the waters were dried up from the
earth.8Then hesent forth adove from him,
toseeif the waters had subsided from the
face of the ground. 9But the dove found
no place to set her foot, and she returned
to him to the ark, for the waters were still
on the face of the whole earth. So he put
outhishand and took her and brought her
into theark with him. 1°He waited another
seven days, and again he sent forth the
dove out of the ark. 1 And the dove came
back to him in the evening, and behold,
in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive
leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had
subsided from the earth. 2Then he waited
another seven days and sent forth the dove,
and she did not return to him anymore.

1A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 2Or dishonor
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131n the six hundred and first year, in
the first month, the first day of the month,
the waters were dried from off the earth.
And Noah removed the covering of the
ark and looked, and behold, the face of the
ground was dry. 141In the second month,
on the twenty-seventh day of the month,
the earth had dried out. '5Then God said
to Noah, 16“Go out from the ark, you and
your wife, and your sons and your sons’
wives with you. 17 Bring out with you
every living thing that is with you of all
flesh—birds and animals and every creep-
ing thing that creeps on the earth—that
they may swarm on the earth, and be fruit-
ful and multiply on the earth.” 18So Noah
went out, and his sons and his wife and
his sons’ wives with him. 1*Every beast,
every creeping thing, and every bird, ev-
erything that moves on the earth, went
out by families from the ark.

God’s Covenant with Noah
20Then Noah builtan altar to the LORD
and took some of every clean animal and
some of every clean bird and offered burnt
offerings on the altar. 2! And when the
LorD smelled the pleasing aroma, the
Lorpsaid in his heart, “I will never again
curse? the ground because of man, for
the intention of man’s heart is evil from
hisyouth. Neither will I ever again strike
down every living creature as I have done.
22While the earth remains, seedtime and
harvest, cold and heat, summer and win-
ter, day and night, shall not cease.”
And God blessed Noah and his sons
and said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth. 2The fear of you
and the dread of you shall be upon every
beast of the earth and upon every bird of
the heavens, upon everything that creeps
on the ground and all the fish of the sea.
Into your hand they are delivered. 3Every
moving thing that lives shall be food for
you. And as I gave you the green plants,
Igive you everything. 4But you shall not
eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.
5 And for your lifeblood I will require a
reckoning: from every beast I will require
it and from man. From his fellow man I
will require a reckoning for the life of man.
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REVELATION 20:12 1166

oearth and sky fled away, and Pno place was
found for them. 2And I saw the dead, great
and small, standing before the throne, and
books were opened. Then another book was
opened, which is "the book of life. And sthe
dead were judged by what was written in
the books, ‘according to what they had done.
13And the sea gave up the dead who were in
it, “Death and Hades gave up the dead who
were in them, and they were judged, each one
of them, ‘according to what they had done.
*Then “Death and Hades Ywere thrown into
thelake of fire. This is * the second death, the
lake of fire. 5And if anyone’s name was not
found written in the book of life, *he was
thrown into the lake of fire.

The New Heaven and the New Earth
2 Then I'saw ¥a new heaven and a new
earth, for ?the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and the sea was
no more. 2And I saw “the holy city, "new
Jerusalem, ‘coming down out of heaven from
God, dprepared ¢as a bride adorned for her
husband. 3And Theard a loud voice from the
throne saying, “Behold, /the dwelling place!
of God is with man. He will édwell with them,
and they will be his people,2and God himself
will be with them as their God.? 4"He will
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
ideath shall be no more, /neither shall there
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore,
for the former things have passed away.”
5And "he who was seated on the throne
said, “Behold, I'am making all things new.”
Also he said, “Write this down, for ™these
words are trustworthy and true.” 8And he
said to me, "“It is done! °I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the beginning and the end. P To
the thirsty I will give from the spring of the
water of life without payment.74The one who
conquers will have this heritage, and 'Twill be
his God and she will be my son. 8 But as for
the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as
for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcer-
ers, idolaters, and all liars, “their portion will
beinthelake that burns with fireand sulfur,
which is *the second death.”

The New Jerusalem
9Then came *one of the seven angels who
had the seven bowls full of ¥the seven last

plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come,
I will show you *the Bride, the wife of the
Lamb.” 1°And “he carried me away in the
Spirit to ’a great, high mountain, and showed
me the holy city Jerusalem coming down
out of heaven from God, '*“having the glory
of God, dits radiance ‘like a most rare jewel,
like a jasper, clear as crystal. 121t had a great,
high wall,/with twelve gates, and at the gates
twelve angels, and on the gates the names of
the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were
inscribed— 13on the east three gates, on the
north three gates, on the south three gates,
and on the west three gates. *And the wall
of the city had twelve ¢foundations, and "on
them were the twelve names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb.

15And the one who spoke with me 'had a
measuring rod of gold to measure the city
and its gates and walls. 16 The city lies four-
square, its length the same as its width. And
he measured the city with his rod, 12,000
stadia.* Its length and width and height are
equal. Healso measured its wall, 144 cubits®
by 'human measurement, which is also *an
angel’s measurement. #The wall was built of
ljasper, while the city was pure gold, like 'clear
glass. 19""The foundations of the wall of the
city were adorned with every kind of jewel.
The first was jasper, the second sapphire,
the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20the
fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh
chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz,
the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth,
the twelfth amethyst. 2! And the twelve gates
were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of
asingle pearl, and "the street of the city was
pure gold, like transparent glass.

22And °I saw no temple in the city, for its
temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. 2And the city Phas no need of sun or
moon to shine on it, for 9the glory of God
gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 2By
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its light "will the nations walk, and the kings
of the earth *will bring their glory into it,
25and ‘its gates will never be shut by day—
and “there will be no night there. 26 They will
bring into it the glory and the honor of the
nations. 27But Ynothing unclean will ever
enter it, nor anyone who does what is detest-
able or false, but only those who are written
in the Lamb’s *book of life.

The River of Life
2 Then the angel showed me *the river
of ¥the water of life, bright as crys-
tal, flowing from the throne of God and of
the Lamb 2through the middle of *the street
of the city; “also, on either side of the river,
bthe tree of life? with its twelve kinds of fruit,
yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of
the tree were “for the healing of the nations.
34N longer will there be anything accursed,
but “the throne of God and of the Lamb will
be in it, and 'his servants will worship him.
48 They will see his face, and "his name will
be on their foreheads. And 'night will be no
more. They will need nolightof lamp/or sun,
for*the Lord God will be their light, and 'they
will reign forever and ever.

JesusIs Coming

6And he said to me, ™“These words are
trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God
of "the spirits of the prophets, “has sent his
angel to show his servants what must soon
take place.”

7“And behold, PIam coming soon. 4Blessed
is the one who keeps the words of the proph-
ecy of this book.”

81, "John, am the one who heard and saw
these things. And when I heard and saw them,
sIfell down to worship at the feet of the angel
who showed them to me, ®*but he said to me,
“You must not do that! Tam a fellow servant
with youand your brothers the prophets,and
with those "who keep the words of this book.
Worship God.”

19And he said to me, *“Do not seal up the

words of the prophecy of this book, for the
time is near. '“Let the evildoer still do evil,
and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous
still do right, and the holy still be holy.”

12“Behold, ‘I am coming soon, *bringing
my recompense with me, *to repay each one
for what he has done. 13T am the Alpha and
the Omega, *the firstand the last, “the begin-
ning and the end.”

14Blessed are those who Pwash their robes,?
so that they may have the right to ‘the tree of
life and that “they may enter the city by the
gates. 5¢Outside are /the dogs #and sorcerers
and the sexually immoral and murderers
and idolaters, and everyone who loves and
practices falsehood.

16T, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to
you about these things ‘for the churches.Iam
Jthe root and "the descendant of David, 'the
bright morning star.”

17The Spiritand "the Bridesay, “Come.” And
let the one who hears say, “Come.” And "let
the one who is thirsty come; let the one who
desires take the *water of life without price.

18] warn everyone who hears the words of
the prophecy of this book: ?if anyone adds
to them, God will add to him the plagues
described in this book, **and if anyone takes
away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God will take away his share in
dthe tree of life and in "the holy city, which
are described in this book.

20He who testifies to these things says,
“Surely *I am coming soon.” Amen. ‘Come,
Lord Jesus!

21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.#
Amen.
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Daniel 3:9 934

accused the Jews. @ They declared to King
Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever!
10You, O king, have made a decree, that
every man who hears the sound of the
horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and
every kind of music, shall fall down and
worship the golden image. ' And whoever
does not fall down and worship shall be
cast into a burning fiery furnace. 2 There
are certain Jews whom you have appointed
over the affairs of the province of Babylon:
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These
men, O king, pay no attention to you; they
do not serve your gods or worship the
golden image that you have set up.”
13Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage
commanded that Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego be brought. So they
brought these men before the king.
14 Nebuchadnezzar answered and
said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, that you

do not serve my gods or worship the golden
image that I have set up? > Now if you are
ready when you hear the sound of the horn,
pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every
kind of music, to fall down and worship the
image that I have made, well and good. But
if you do not worship, you shall immedi-
ately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.
And who is the god who will deliver you out
of my hands?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
answered and said to the king, “O Nebu-
chadnezzar, we have no need to answer
you in this matter. 17If this be so, our God
whom we serve is able to deliver us from

God Delivers Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the Furnace
DANIEL 3
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the burning fiery furnace, and he will
deliver us out of your hand, O king. *8But if
not, be it known to you, O king, that we will
not serve your gods or worship the golden
image that you have set up.”

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled
with fury, and the expression of his face
was changed against Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego. He ordered the furnace
heated seven times more than it was usu-
ally heated. 20 And he ordered some of the
mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them
into the burning fiery furnace. 2' Then
these men were bound in their cloaks,
their tunics, their hats, and their other
garments, and they were thrown into the
burning fiery furnace. 22Because the king's
order was urgent and the furnace over-
heated, the flame of the fire killed those
men who took up Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego. 23 And these three men,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell
bound into the burning fiery furnace.

24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was aston-
ished and rose up in haste. He declared
to his counselors, “Did we not cast three
men bound into the fire?” They answered
and said to the king, “True, O king.” 25 He
answered and said, “But I see four men
unbound, walking in the midst of the fire,
and they are not hurt; and the appearance
of the fourth is like a son of the gods.”

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near
to the door of the burning fiery furnace;
he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, servants of the Most High God,
come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego came out from
the fire. 27 And the satraps, the prefects,
the governors, and the king’s counselors
gathered together and saw that the fire
had not had any power over the bodies
of those men. The hair of their heads was
not singed, their cloaks were not harmed,
and no smell of fire had come upon them.
28 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said,
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, who has sent his angel and

delivered his servants, who trusted in him,
and set aside the king's command, and
yielded up their bodies rather than serve
and worship any god except their own God.
29 Therefore I make a decree: Any people,
nation, or language that speaks anything
against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego shall be torn limb from limb,
and their houses laid in ruins, for there is
no other god who is able to rescue in this
way.” 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego in the province
of Babylon.

Nebuchadnezzar Praises God
King Nebuchadnezzar to all peoples,
nations, and languages, that dwell in
all the earth: Peace be multiplied to you! 21t
has seemed good to me to show the signs
and wonders that the Most High God has
done for me.

3 How great are his signs,
how mighty his wonders!
His kingdom is an everlasting king-
dom,
and his dominion endures from
generation to generation.

Nebuchadnezzar’s Second Dream

4], Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my
house and prospering in my palace. 51 saw
a dream that made me afraid. As I lay in
bed the fancies and the visions of my head
alarmed me. ¢ So I made a decree that all
the wise men of Babylon should be brought
before me, that they might make known
to me the interpretation of the dream.
7Then the magicians, the enchanters, the
Chaldeans, and the astrologers came in,
and I told them the dream, but they could
not make known to me its interpretation.
8 At last Daniel came in before me—he who
was named Belteshazzar after the name of
my god, and in whom is the spirit of the
holy gods—and I told him the dream, say-
ing, “O Belteshazzar, chief of the magi-
cians, because I know that the spirit of the
holy gods is in you and that no mystery is
too difficult for you, tell me the visions of
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GENESIS 3:22 4 S GENESIS 5:2

2Then the LorD God said, “Behold, the man
has become like one of us in knowing good and
evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take
also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—"
» therefore the LorD God sent him out from

the garden of Eden to work the ground from
which he was taken. 2 He drove out the man,
and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed
the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned
every way to guard the way to the tree of life.

Creator God, | praise you for the glory and beauty of this world that you have
made. And | praise you for the glory and beauty of your Son, who has come to
rescue us from our sin, which has so marred this world. Thank you that he has

accomplished all that the first Adam could not. In Jesus’s name, amen.

For further study and encouragement: Revelation 21:1-8

Not only is God the ultimate provider,
but he is also the ultimate provision.

It is so easy for us to minimize our sin. It's so easy for us to be more con-
cerned about or irritated by the sin of others than we are our own. It is so easy
to argue for our own righteousness while being judgmental and condemn-
ing toward the sin of others. But if you minimize your sin, then you will no
longer value, seek, or celebrate the forgiving, reconciling, transforming, and
delivering grace of God. If you defend yourself in the face of conviction, you
are defending yourself from the best gift that has ever or will ever be given:
redeeming grace.

One particular passage powerfully depicts the sinfulness of sin. These are the
words of a Creator who is grieved by what sin has done to his world and to the
people he made in his own image.

The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the LorD
regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So
the Lorp said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land,
man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for | am sorry that
I have made them.” (Gen. 6:5-7)

What a devastating explanation of the horrible nature of sin: “Every inten-
tion of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” Since the heart is
the control center of one’s personhood, for every intention of the heart to be
constantly evil meant that the control of sin over people’s lives was both total
and inescapable. How bad is sin? It is an inescapable evil that lives in the heart
of every person who has ever taken a breath. Stop now and permit yourself to
mourn. Let yourself shudder at the power of the anger of God with sin, an anger
so deep that he decides to wipe out humanity from the face of the earth. Today,
remember how sinful sin is in the eyes of the one perfectly holy person—Jesus—
who has ever existed.

It would be terribly sad if the biblical story ended here. The very first word
that follows Genesis 6:7 is but. Judgment would not be the end of the story. God
would not minimize sin. He would not turn his back on iniquity. Through Noah
he would extend his mercy and gather a covenant people, and through them he
would raise up a Redeemer.

In the story of Noah, the anger of God with sin and the mercy of God toward
sinners embrace. Here we get a hint of the cross that is to come. It is the an-
ger of God with sin that drives Jesus to the cross. It is the grace of God toward
sinners that leads Jesus to the cross. On the cross of Jesus Christ God’s anger
with sin and his grace toward sinners embrace, and still today that is the best
of news.
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Cain and Abel
Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she
conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have
gotten' a man with the help of the Lorp.” 2And
again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was
a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the
ground. *In the course of time Cain brought to
the LorD an offering of the fruit of the ground,
4and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his
flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD
had regard for Abel and his offering, sbut for
Cain and his offering he had no regard. So
Cain was very angry, and his face fell. ¢ The
LorbD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and
why has your face fallen? 71f you do well, will
you not be accepted?” And if you do not do
well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is
contrary to® you, but you must rule over it.”
#Cain spoke to Abel his brother.* And when
they were in the field, Cain rose up against his
brother Abel and killed him. ®Then the LorD
said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?”
He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s
keeper?” ® And the LORD said, “What have you
done? The voice of your brother’s blood is cry-
ing to me from the ground. "And now you are
cursed from the ground, which has opened its
mouth to receive your brother’s blood from
your hand. » When you work the ground,
it shall no longer yield to you its strength.
You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the
earth.” B Cain said to the Lorp, “My punish-
ment is greater than I can bear.* #Behold, you
have driven me today away from the ground,
and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall
be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and
whoever finds me will kill me.” * Then the
LoRD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain,
vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.”
And the LorD put a mark on Cain, lest any

who found him should attack him. * Then
Cain went away from the presence of the LORD
and settled in the land of Nod,® east of Eden.
7Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and
bore Enoch. When he built a city, he called
the name of the city after the name of his
son, Enoch. *To Enoch was born Irad, and
Irad fathered Mehujael, and Mehujael fathered
Methushael, and Methushael fathered
Lamech. ® And Lamech took two wives. The
name of the one was Adah, and the name of
the other Zillah. 22 Adah bore Jabal; he was the
father of those who dwell in tents and have
livestock. # His brother’s name was Jubal; he
was the father of all those who play the lyre
and pipe. 2Zillah also bore Tubal-cain; he was
the forger of all instruments of bronze and
iron. The sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah.
#Lamech said to his wives:

“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
you wives of Lamech, listen to what T

say:
I have killed a man for wounding me,
ayoung man for striking me.
2 If Cain’s revenge is sevenfold,
then Lamech’s is seventy-sevenfold.”

% And Adam knew his wife again, and she
bore a son and called his name Seth, for she
said, “God has appointed’ for me another off-
spring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.”
27To Seth also a son was born, and he called
his name Enosh. At that time people began to
call upon the name of the LORD.

Adam’s Descendants to Noah
This is the book of the generations of
Adam. When God created man, he made
him in the likeness of God. ?Male and female
he created them, and he blessed them and
named them Man® when they were created.

cain sounds ik the Hebrew fo otten 2 ebrew wilther ot beafting up [of your facel? 0 i toward * Hebrew, Samaian, eptuagin, Sy, Vlgate ad Lt us go ut to
the ik Or My guit s oo great 0 bear SN means wandering 7 Seth souns ke the Hebrew fo heappainted ® ebrew adam
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John 2:10 1142 1143 John 4:14

bridegroom °and said to him, “Everyone
serves the good wine first, and when people
have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But
you have kept the good wine until now.”
1 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at
Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory.
And his disciples believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum,
with his mother and his brothers’ and his
disciples, and they stayed there for a few
days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

13The Passover of the Jews was at hand,
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. '#In the
temple he found those who were sell-
ing oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the
money-changers sitting there. 15 And mak-
ing a whip of cords, he drove them all out
of the temple, with the sheep and oxen.
And he poured out the coins of the money-
changers and overturned their tables.
16 And he told those who sold the pigeons,
“Take these things away; do not make my
Father’s house a house of trade.” 17 His disci-
ples remembered that it was written, “Zeal
for your house will consume me.”

1850 the Jews said to him, “What sign
do you show us for doing these things?”
19]esus answered them, “Destroy this tem-
ple, and in three days I will raise it up.”
20The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-
six years to build this temple, and will you
raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was
speaking about the temple of his body.
22When therefore he was raised from the
dead, his disciples remembered that he had
said this, and they believed the Scripture
and the word that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man

23Now when he was in Jerusalem at the
Passover Feast, many believed in his name
when they saw the signs that he was doing.
24ButJesus on his part did not entrust him-
self to them, because he knew all people

" or brothers and sises see Preface)

WHY WAS JESUS ANGRY?

Jesus revealed 2 holy wrath, not a vialent spirit. He was upset
with the business taking place in the temple. |esus’ zeal revealed his
relationship with God and the people of his house, Israel. {2:15-17)

Sample spread (52% actual size)

25and needed no one to bear witness about
man, for he himself knew what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

Now there was a man of the Pharisees

named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
2This man came to Jesus by night and said
to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God, for no one can do
these signs that you do unless God is with
him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly,
Isay toyou, unless one is born again he can-
not see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus
said to him, “How can a man be born when
he is old? Can he enter a second time into
his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless
one is born of water and the Spirit, he can-
not enter the kingdom of God. $That which
is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which
is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel
that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’
8The wind blows where it wishes, and you
hear its sound, but you do not know where
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

®Nicodemus said to him, “How can these

things be?” 1°Jesus answered him, “Are you
the teacher of Israel and yet you do not
understand these things? 11 Truly, truly,
Isay to you, we speak of what we know, and
bear witness to what we have seen, but you
do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told
you earthly things and you do not believe,
how can you believe if T tell you heavenly
things? 13No one has ascended into heaven
except he who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man. ' And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, '5that whoever believes
in him may have eternal life.

For God So Loved the World

16“For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not

perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did
not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but in order that the world might
be saved through him. 8 Whoever believes
in him is not condemned, but whoever
does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of
the only Son of God. 1 And this is the judg-
ment: the light has come into the world,
and people loved the darkness rather than
the light because their works were evil.
20 For everyone who does wicked things
hates the light and does not come to the
light, lest his works should be exposed.
21But whoever does what is true comes to
the light, so that it may be clearly seen that
his works have been carried out in God.”

John the Baptist Exalts Christ

22 After this Jesus and his disciples
went into the Judean countryside, and he
remained there with them and was bap-
tizing. 22 John also was baptizing at Aenon
near Salim, because water was plentiful
there, and people were coming and being
baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put
in prison).

25Now a discussion arose between some
of John’s disciples and a Jew over purifica-
tion. 26 And they came to John and said to
him, “Rabbi, he who was with you across
the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—
look, he is baptizing, and all are going to
him.” 27 John answered, “A person cannot
receive even one thing unless it is given
him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear
me witness, thatI'said, ‘Tam not the Christ,
but I'have been sent before him. 2 The one
who has the bride is the bridegroom. The
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and
hears him, rejoices greatly at the bride-
groom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine
is now complete. 39 He must increase, but
I must decrease.”

31He who comes from above is above
all. He who is of the earth belongs to the
earth and speaks in an earthly way. He who

WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT GOD “GAVE” HIS ONLY SON?

God not only sent his Son, but he also offered him to the

world as the atoning sacrifice for sin. (3:16)

comes from heaven is above all. 32 He bears
witness to what he has seen and heard, yet
no one receives his testimony. 33 Whoever
receives his testimony sets his seal to this,
that God is true. 3¢ For he whom God has
sent utters the words of God, for he gives
the Spirit without measure. 35 The Father
loves the Son and has given all things into
his hand. 3¢ Whoever believes in the Son
has eternal life; whoever does not obey the
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God
remains on him.

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria

Now when Jesus learned that the

Pharisees had heard that Jesus was
making and baptizing more disciples than
John 2 (although Jesus himself did not bap-
tize, but only his disciples), 3 he left Judea
and departed again for Galilee. #And he had
to pass through Samaria. 5 So he came to
a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the
field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
6Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as
he was from his journey, was sitting beside
the well. It was about the sixth hour.

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw
‘water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
8 (For his disciples had gone away into
the city to buy food.) ® The Samaritan
‘woman said to him, “How is it that you,
a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman
of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings
with Samaritans.) 1° Jesus answered her,
“If you knew the gift of God, and who it
is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,
you would have asked him, and he would
have given you living water.” 11 The woman
said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw
water with, and the well is deep. Where
do you get that living water? 12 Are you
greater than our father Jacob? He gave us
the well and drank from it himself, as did
his sons and his livestock.” 13Jesus said to
her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will
be thirsty again, ¥but whoever drinks of
the water that I will give
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CREATION AND THE FALL

o
% B ;ﬂ, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And
A

e’y the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of
*a— the waters.

2
3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there
AL was light. *And God saw that the light was good.
And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there
was morning, the first day.

6And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and
let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God made the expanse
and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters
that were above the expanse. And it was so.8And God called the expanse
Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

9And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together
into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. ®God called
the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called
Seas. And God saw that it was good.

" And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed,
and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its
kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 2 The earth brought forth vegetation,
plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit
in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good. BAnd there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens
to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for
seasons, and for days and years, **and let them be lights in the expanse
of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. ® And God
made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the
lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 7 And God set them in the
expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, *®to rule over the day
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God
saw that it was good. * And there was evening and there was morning,
the fourth day.

L ‘F n the beginning, God created the heavens and
x -lﬂ' J the earth. 2The earth was without form and void,
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GENESIS 1:20

evening and there was morning,
the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters
swarm with swarms of living
creatures, and let birds' fly above
the earth across the expanse
of the heavens.” 21 So God cre-
ated the great sea creatures and
every living creature that moves,
with which the waters swarm,
according to their kinds, and
every winged bird according
to its kind. And God saw that it
was good. 22 And God blessed
them, saying, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the waters in
the seas, and let birds multiply
on the earth.” 22 And there was
evening and there was morning,
the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth
bring forth living creatures
according to their kinds—live-
stock and creeping things and
beasts of the earth according
to their kinds.” And it was so.
25 And God made the beasts of
the earth according to their kinds
and the livestock according to
their kinds, and everything that
creeps on the ground according
to its kind. And God saw that it
was good.

26Then God said, “Let us make
man’in our image, after our like-
ness. And let them have domin-
ion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the heavens and
over the livestock and over all the
earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth.”

2

27 So God created man in his
own image,
in the image of God he
created him;
male and female he cre-
ated them.

28 And God blessed them. And
God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply and fill the earth
and subdue it, and have domin-
ion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the heavens
and over every living thing that
moves on the earth.” 22 And God
said, “Behold, I have given you
every plant yielding seed that
is on the face of all the earth,
and every tree with seed in its
fruit. You shall have them for
food. 30 And to every beast of the
earth and to every bird of the
heavens and to everything that
creeps on the earth, everything
that has the breath of life, I have
given every green plant for food.”
And it was so. 31 And God saw
everything that he had made, and
behold, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.

The Seventh Day, God Rests

Thus the heavens and the

earth were finished, and all
the host of them. 2And on the
seventh day God finished his
work that he had done, and he
rested on the seventh day from
all his work that he had done. 3So
God blessed the seventh day and

10 flying things; see Leviticus 11:19-20 2The Hebrew word for man (adam) is the generic term for mankind and becomes

the proper name Adam
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made it holy, because on it God
rested from all his work that he
had done in creation.

The Creation of Man and Woman
4 These are the generations
of the heavens and the
earth when they were
created,
in the day that the LOrRD
God made the earth
and the heavens.

5When no bush of the field"
was yet in the land’ and no small
plant of the field had yet sprung
up—for the LorD God had not
caused it to rain on the land,
and there was no man to work
the ground, 8and a mist’ was
going up from the land and was
watering the whole face of the
ground— 7 then the LORD God
formed the man of dust from
the ground and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life,
and the man became a living
creature. 8 And the LorD God
planted a garden in Eden, in the
east, and there he put the man
whom he had formed. ? And
out of the ground the LorD God
made to spring up every tree that
is pleasant to the sight and good
for food. The tree of life was in
the midst of the garden, and the
tree of the knowledge of good
and evil.

10 A river flowed out of Eden
to water the garden, and there it
divided and became four rivers.

3 GENESIS 2:21

1 The name of the first is the
Pishon. It is the one that flowed
around the whole land of Havilah,
where there is gold. 12And the
gold of that land is good; bdel-
lium and onyx stone are there.
13The name of the second river
is the Gihon. It is the one that
flowed around the whole land
of Cush. " And the name of the
third river is the Tigris, which
flows east of Assyria. And the
fourth river is the Euphrates.

15The LoRD God took the man
and put him in the garden of
Eden towork itand keep it. 1®And
the LorD God commanded the
man, saying, “You may surely eat
of every tree of the garden, 7but
of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil you shall not eat,
for in the day that you eat* of it
you shall surely die.”

18 Then the LORD God said, “It
is not good that the man should
be alone; I will make him a
helper fit for® him.” 1 Now out
of the ground the LorRD God had
formed* every beast of the field
and every bird of the heavens
and brought them to the man
to see what he would call them.
And whatever the man called
every living creature, that was its
name. 22The man gave names to
all livestock and to the birds of
the heavens and to every beast
of the field. But for Adam’ there
was not found a helper fit for
him. 21So the LorD God caused a
deep sleep to fall upon the man,

10r open country 2Or earth; also verse 6 3Or spring 4Or when you eat 5Or corresponding to; also verse 20 60r And out of

the ground the Loro God formed 7 Or the man
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MATTHEW 11:25 22

I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day of judgment for
the land of Sodom than for you.”

Come to Me, and I Will Give You Rest

25 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and
understanding and revealed them to little children; 26 yes, Father,
for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over
to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father,
and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom
the Son chooses to reveal him. 26 Come to me, all who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 22 Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. 3¢ For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath
1 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the
Sabbath. His disciples were hungry, and they began to pluck
heads of grain and to eat. 2But when the Pharisees saw it, they said
to him, “Look, your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on
the Sabbath.” 3 He said to them, “Have you not read what David
did when he was hungry, and those who were with him: 4how he
entered the house of God and ate the bread of the Presence, which
it was not lawful for him to eat nor for those who were with him,
but only for the priests? 5 Or have you not read in the Law how on
the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath and are
guiltless? ®1 tell you, something greater than the temple is here.
7 And if you had known what this means, ‘T desire mercy, and not
sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless. 8 For the Son
of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”

A Man with a Withered Hand

9He went on from there and entered their synagogue. 1 And a
man was there with a withered hand. And they asked him, “Is it
lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—so that they might accuse him.
1 He said to them, “Which one of you who has a sheep, if it falls
into a pit on the Sabbath, will not take hold of it and lift it out? 120f

Sample spread (76% actual size)

23 MATTHEW 12:29

how much more value is a man than a sheep! So it is lawful to do
good on the Sabbath.” 3 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your
hand.” And the man stretched it out, and it was restored, healthy
like the other. ' But the Pharisees went out and conspired against
him, how to destroy him.

God’s Chosen Servant

15Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed
him, and he healed them all "®and ordered them not to make him
known. 7 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah:

18 “Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,
my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.
I will put my Spirit upon him,
and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.
19 He will not quarrel or cry aloud,
nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;
20 3 bruised reed he will not break,
and a smoldering wick he will not quench,
until he brings justice to victory;
21 and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”

Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit

22Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was
brought to him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke and
saw. 22 And all the people were amazed, and said, “Can this be the
Son of David?” 24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “It is
only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts out
demons.” 2 Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, “Every king-
dom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided
against itself will stand. 26 And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided
against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 2’ And if I cast
out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out?
Therefore they will be your judges. 2 But if it is by the Spirit of God
that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon
you. 22 Or how can someone enter a strong man’s house and plun-
der his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed
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GENESIS 1:3 50

3And God said, ““Let there be light,” and there was light. #And God saw that the light was
good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

6And God said, “Let there be an expanse' in the midst of the waters, and let it separate
the waters from the waters.” 7And God made’ the expanse and °separated the waters that
were under the expanse from the waters that were ‘above the expanse. And it was so.
8And God called the expanse Heaven.” And there was evening and there was morning,
the second day.

9And God said, #“Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place,
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. °God called the dry land Earth,*and the waters
that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

11And God said, "“Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants® yielding seed, and fruit trees
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so.
12The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds,
and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that
it was good. ¥And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day
from the night. And let them be for 'signs and for ‘seasons,’ and for days and years, 5and
let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was
50.18And God “made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser
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light to rule the night—and the stars. 7 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens
to give light on the earth, *®to 'rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the
light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. '*And there was evening and there
was morning, the fourth day.

20And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds’
fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 2! So "God created the great sea
creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according
to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
2And God blessed them, saying, ™Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas,
and let birds multiply on the earth.” 2 And there was evening and there was morning,
the fifth day.

24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—
livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it
'was s0.2And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock
according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind.
And God saw that it was good.

26Then God said, *“Let us make man’ in our image, “after our likeness. And “let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

27 So God created man in his own image,

16 0r Sky; ,14,15,17, 20,26, 28,30, 21 4Or Land; also verses 11,12,

! P 7,8,14,15,17,20 20r
150r

22,24,25,26, 26,30, 21

in the image of God he created him;
"male and female he created them.

the two words tehom and “Tiamat’). There are many linguistic reasons, however,
for doubting a direct identification between the two. In any event, there is no
conflict in Genesis or in the rest of the Bible between God and the deep, since
the deep readily does God's bidding (cf. 7:11; 8:2; Ps. 33:7; 104:6).

1:3-5 And God said. In ch. 1 the absolute power of God is conveyed by the
fact that he merely speaks and things are created. Each new section of the
chapter is introduced by God's speaking. This is the first of the 10 words of
creation in ch. 1. Let there be light. Light is the first of God’s creative works,
which God speaks into existence. the light was good (v. 4). Everything that
God brings into being is good. This becomes an important refrain throughout
the chapter (see vv. 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31). God called the light Day
(v. 5). The focus in v. 5 is on how God has ordered time on a weekly cycle;
thus, “let there be light” may indicate the dawning of a new day. God is
pictured working for six days and resting on the Sabbath, which is a model
for human activity. Day 4 develops this idea further: the lights are placed in
the heavens for signs and seasons, for the purpose of marking days and
years and the seasons of the great festivals such as Passover. This sense of
time being structured is further emphasized throughout the chapter as each
stage of God's ordering and filling is separated by evening and morning into
speciic days. there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
The order—evening, then morning—helps the reader to follow the flow of
the passage: after the workday (v. 3-5a) there is an evening, and then a
morning, implying that there is a nighttime (the worker's daily rest) in between.
Thus the reader is prepared for the next workday to dawn. Similar phrases
divide ch. 1 into six distinctive workdays, while 2:1-3 make a seventh day,
God's Sabbath. On the first three days God creates the environment that the
creatures of days 4-6 will inhabit; thus, sea and sky (day 2) are occupied
by fish and birds created on day 5 (see chart below). By a simple reading of
Genesis, these days must be described as days in the life of God, but how his
days relate to human days is more difficult to determine (cf. Ps. 90:4; 2 Pet.
3:8). See further Introduction: Genesis and Science.

Location Inhabitants
1. Light and dark

4. Lights of day and night
5. Fish and birds

6. Land animals (including mankind)

2.Sea and sky

3. fertile earth

7. Rest and enjoyment

Sample spread (67% actual size)

1:6-8 waters. Water plays a crucial role in ancient Near Eastern creation
literature. In Egypt, for example, the creator-god Ptah uses the preexistent
‘waters (personified as the god Nun) to create the universe. The same is true
in Mesopotamian belief: it is out of the gods of watery chaos—Apsu, Tiamat,
and Mummu—that creation comes. The biblical creation account sits in stark
contrast to such dark mythological polytheism. In the biblical account, water
at creation is no deity; it is simply something God created, and it serves as
material in the hands of the sole sovereign Creator. As light was separated
from darkness, so waters are separated to form an expanse (yv. 6-7), which
God calls Heaven (v. 8). As the s footnote illustrates by offering the alter-
native term “sky,” it is difficult to find a single English word that accurately
conveys the precise sense of the Hebrew term shamayim, “heaven/heavens.”
In this context, i refers to what humans see above them, ie., the region that
contains both celestial lights (vv. 14-17) and birds (v. 20).

1:9-13 Two further regions are organized by God: the dry land forming
Earth, and the waters forming Seas (vv. 9-10). These are the last objects
to be specifically named by God. God then instructs the earth to bring forth
vegetation (w. 11-12). While the creation of vegetation may seem out of
place on day 3, it anticipates what God will later say in vv. 29-30 concerning
food for both humanity and other creatures. The creation of distinctive loca-
tions in days 1-3, along with vegetation, prepares for the filing of these in
days 4-6,

1:14-19 This section corresponds closely with the ordering of Day and Night
on the first day, involving the separation of light and darkness (w. 3-5). Here
the emphasis is on the creation of lights that will govern time, s well as
providing light upon the earth (v. 15). By eferring to them as the greater
light and lesser light (v. 16), the text avoids using terms that were also
proper names for pagan deities linked to the sun and the moon. Chapter 1
deliberately undermines pagan ideas regarding nature’s being controlled by
different deities. (To the ancient pagans of the Near East, the gods were
personified in various elements of nature. Thus, in Egyptian texts, the gods
Ra and Thoth are personified in the sun and the moon, respectively,) The term
made (Hb. @sah, v. 16), as the Esv footnote shows, need only mean that
God “fashioned” or “worked on” the; it does not of itself imply that they
did not exist in any form before this. Rather, the focus here is on the way in
‘which God has ordained the sun and moon to order and define the passing
of time according to his purposes. Thus the references to seasons (v. 14) or
“appointed times” (esv footnote) and to days and years are probably an allu-
sion to the appointed times and patterns in the Hebrew calendar for worship,
festivals, and religious observance (Ex. 13:10; 23:15).

1:16 and the stars. The immense universe that God created (see note on

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, *“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the

10r flying things; see Leviticus 11:19-20 2The Hebrew word for man

term for mankind and ‘name Adam

Isa. 40:25-26) is mentioned here only in a brief phrase, almost as if it were
an afterthought. The focus of Genesis 1 s on the earth; the focus of the rest
of the Bible is on man (male and female) as the pinnacle of God's creation
and the object of his great salvation.

1:20-23 Having previously described the creation of the waters and the
expanse of the heavens, this section focuses on how they are filled
with appropriate creatures of different kinds. As reproductive organ-
isms, they are blessed by God so that they may be fruitful and fill their
respective regions.

1:21 The term for great sea creatures (Hb. tannin) in various contexts.
can denote large serpents, dragons, or crocodiles, as well as whales or
sharks (the probable sense here). Some have suggested that this could
also refer to other extinct creatures such as dinosaurs. Canaanite literature
portrays a great dragon as the enemy of the main fertility god Baal. Genesis
depicts God as creating large sea creatures, but they are not in rebellion
against him. He is sovereign and is not in any kind of battle to create the
universe.

1:24-31 This is by far the longest section given over to a particular day,
indicating that day 6 is the peak of interest for this passage. The final region
to be filled is the dry land, or Earth (as it has been designated in v. 10). Here a
significant distinction is drawn between all the living creatures that are created
to live on the dry land, and human beings. Whereas vv. 24-25 deal with the
“liing creatures” that the earth is to bring forth, vv. 26-30 concentrate on
the special status assigned to humans,

1:24-25 livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth.
These terms group the land-dwelling animals into three broad categories,
probably reflecting the way nomadic shepherds would experience them:
the domesticatable stock animals (e.g., sheep, goats, cattle, and perhaps.
camels and horses); the small crawlers (e.g., rats and mice, lizards, spiders);
and the larger game and predatory animals (e.q., gazelles, lions). This list
is not intended to be exhaustive, and it is hard to know where to put
some animals (e.g., the domestic cat). See further Introduction: Genesis
and Science.

1:26 Let us make man in our image. The text does not specify the identity
of the “us” mentioned here. Some have suggested that God may be address-
ing the members of his court, whom the OT elsewhere calls “sons of God”
(e.9., Job 1:6) and the NT calls “angels,” but a significant objection is that

man is not made in the image of angels, nor is there any indication that
angels participated in the creation of human beings. Many Christians and
some Jews have taken “us” to be God speaking to himself, since God alone
does the making in Gen. 1:27 (cf. 5:1); this would be the first hint of the
Trinity in the Bible (cf. 1:2).

1:27 There has been debate about the expression image of God. Many
scholars point out the idea, commonly used in the ancient Near East, of the
king who was the visible representative of the deity; thus the king ruled on
behalf of the god. Since v. 26 links the image of God with the exercise of
dominion over all the other creatures of the seas, heavens, and earth, one
can see that humanity is endowed here with authority to rule the earth as
God's representatives or vice-regents (see note on v. 28). Other scholars,
seeing the pattern of male and female, have concluded that human-
ity expresses God's image in relationship, particularly in well-functioning
human community, both in marriage and in wider society. Traditionally, the
image has been seen as the capacities that set man apart from the other
animals—ways in which humans resemble God, such as in the characteris-
tics of reason, morality, language, a capacity fo relationships governed by
love and commitment, and creativity in all forms of art. All these insights
can be put together by observing that the resemblances (man is like God in
a series of ways) allow mankind to represent God in ruling, and to establish
worthy relationships with God, with one another, and with the rest of the
creation. This “image” and this dignity apply to both “male and female”
human beings. (This view is unique in the context of the ancient Near East.
In Mesopotamia, .g., the gods created humans merely to carry out work
for them.) The Hebrew term ‘adam, translated as man, is often a generic
term that denotes both male and female, while sometimes it refers to man
in distinction from woman (2:22, 23, 25; 3:8, 9, 12, 20): it becomes the
proper name “Adam” (2:20; 3:17, 21; 4:1; 5:1). At this stage, human-
ity as a species is set apart from all other creatures and crowned with
glory and honor as ruler of the earth (cf. Ps. 8:5-8). The events recorded
in Genesis 3, however, will have an important bearing on the creation
status of humanity.

1:28 As God had blessed the sea and sky creatures (v. 22), 50 too he blesses
humanity. Be fruitful and multiply. This motif recurs throughout Genesis in
assodiation with divine blessing (see 9:1, 7; 17:20; 28:3; 35:11; 48:4) and
serves as the basis of the biblical view that raising faithful children is a part of
God's creation plan for mankind. God's creation plan is that the whole earth
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