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As we look back on January, the March for Life stood as a great witness for Life here in MN. Courageous people peacefully braved the cold to stand for Life from conception to natural death.
One of the speakers, Dr. Brook Bello, gave her riveting account of being kidnapped off the streets and trafficked for many years. She was cohearsed into having abortions by her traffickers. Had there been a Parental Notification Law, she might have been found by her mother who was actively looking for her. The question is,” Do parents have the right to parent their children?” Rather than an institution or a trafficker, the parent has the child’s best interest at heart.  We need to have this safeguard reinstated in MN.
Now we can see the Abortion- Trafficking connection. This scene takes place horrifically often. Abortion providers have an opportunity to see and rescue the girl or woman being trafficked but choose to ignore the signs of being abused and trafficked.  Secrecy does not protect the child, it isolates them, and the darkness continues.
The Twin Cities is the 13th worst area in the US for child trafficking. Please fight for safeguards to be put in place to protect our children from someone else making the decision for them, instead of parents.
As we enter February, We commemorate St Josephine Bakhita, a Canossian religious sister who was kidnapped and enslaved at 8 years old by Arab traders. Canonized in 2000, she is the patron saint of human trafficking survivors. Her Feast Day is February 8th. The Columbia magazine has an excellent article on her life. If you don’t receive the magazine, you can view it online: www.kofc.org/columbia   Also, on YouTube- The Joy of the Faith; A Saint Who Mastered Forgiveness. For those of you who subscribe to Formed, there is a full length movie “Bakhita; From Slave to Saint”. She is a beautiful example of God’s Grace overcoming evil in the world.
Keep Praying and Standing Up for Good.
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