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Today’s session

• Please add questions and comments into the chat
• Copies of presentations will be sent after the event
• We are recording the session – for internal purposes only



About Reusefully

Reusefully is a partnership created to provide expert circular economy advice 
and support within the built environment. 

We enable the practical implementation of circular economy thinking 
throughout construction and provide evidence-based support for related policy 
development. We collaborate and work with others who genuinely share this 
objective and value our commitment.

We address material and resource efficiency, embodied carbon, design for 
deconstruction, waste prevention, reuse and recycled content. Collectively, Reusefully 
brings together over 100 years of experience, working across small practical projects to large 
scale R&D. 



Our team
• A committed group of individuals who 

are passionate about circularity and 
sustainability. A mix of  experience and 
youth.

• Currently standing at a team of nine and 
3 associates, but with plans for modest 
recruitment and expansion towards the 
end of this year.

• A team whose experience and expertise 
is recognised at national and 
international level.

• More at www.reusefully.co.uk/our-team

http://www.reusefully.co.uk/our-team
http://www.reusefully.co.uk/our-team
http://www.reusefully.co.uk/our-team


Some typical projects



Our vision



The challenge

• The construction and property sectors are 
hugely wasteful, squandering precious 
resources when other alternatives could be 
considered. Around half of total waste arising in 
most developed economies is due to 
construction activity and demolition waste.

• Where resources are recycled, they are typically 
‘downcycled’ into lower grade and lower value 
applications.

• This has a huge impact on the carbon 
intensity of the sector and is not sustainable.

• The sector is traditionally conservative and 
risk averse.



Interiors and fit-outs

• We spend 80-90% of our time 
indoors

• 300 tonnes of fit-out waste still 
goes to landfill each day

• A typical office building is fitted 
out 10x over its lifetime

• Office leases are getting shorter
• Fit-outs can cause up to a third 

of carbon emissions over a 
building’s lifetime

• Very fast turnaround 



Embodied carbon and circularity



Planning

Planning for Sustainability Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)



Clients



Others…



Circularity for Fit-Outs and Interiors



Some Better Examples







A Vision for a More Circular Built 
Environment for the Future



Material Audits 
Assessment to determine what components and materials can be recovered at end-of-service 
life in an existing building 

• Pre-demolition audits 

• Pre-refurbishment audits 

• In-use material audits (e.g. to optimise asset management)

• Now more properly known as Pre-Deconstruction Audits

A history of pre-demolition audits in the UK



Inventory-led design for reuse



Implementing the ‘Reuse Pathway’



Creative reuse



Design for disassembly and adaptability
ISO 20887:2020 outlines 16 core principles for Design for Disassembly and 
Adaptability (DfD/A), aimed at improving sustainability in buildings and civil 
engineering works. These principles are grouped into two categories: disassembly 
and adaptability. 

Design for disassembly and adaptability (DfD/A) – Principles, requirements and guidance

• Adaptability Principles:
• Versatility, Convertibility, Expandability

• Disassembly Principles:
• Ease of access (components & services), Independence, Avoidance of unnecessary 

treatments & finishes, Supporting reuse (circular economy) business models, Simplicity, 
Standardisation, Safety of disassembly

• Other sections:
• Developing the client brief, Design Strategies, Levels & Scope of analysis
• Documentation and information (such as Deconstruction plans, Material passports
• Continuing implementation of DfD/A(through to eventual end of use/decommissioning) 



• Digitally-stored information about objects to support circularity throughout 
lifecycle 

• Live – updated at key points throughout lifecycle

• Helps solve problem of data availability / transfer 

• Can be product/component-level and building-level

• Lots of activity in this space recently
• CEN TC 350 task group – passports and logbooks for products & buildings 
• Orms material passports working group 
• Circuland / Waterman Passports Protocol 
• UCL passport alignment project 
• Madaster commercial platform

• British Land now require product/component passports 

• EU will soon require digital product passports and digital building 
logbooks (essentially a building passport) 

Material passports 



Material reuse platforms

One ring to rule 
them all?



Industry action 



Circular Works

• Commercial office fit-outs 
create four times more carbon 
than the initial construction. 
We’re committed to changing 
that

• Circular Works is a 
collaboration between 
Reusefully, Blackstone Strip 
Out and Lumybel



Circular Works

• Our combined expertise and 
experience means that we take 
projects from concept to 
completion, creating spaces 
that are built for purpose and 
practicality, while minimising 
their impact

• info@circularworks.co.uk / 
circularworks.co.uk



Circularity for fit-outs and interiors – a vision

• Clients and design teams 
need to play a bigger role 

• Be inventive and open-
minded  

• We need to rethink warranties 
• Realise the benefits  
• More material passporting  

and reuse sharing
• Rethink the business model  - 

leasing

• Understand the real costs of 
reuse  - and cost savings

• Manufacturers need to step 
up, embrace take-back  

• Use new technology  
• Start with the quick wins
• Share, share and share!  



Thanks for Listening

katherine@reusefully.co.uk
hello@reusefully.co.uk
www.reusefully.co.uk
+44 (0)1234 385940



www.skarating.org

Briefing Session on: scheme introduction, aims and strategy

Offices Environmental 2.0



www.skarating.org

What is SKArating?



www.skarating.org

Key benefits

Provide an effective and robust system to report 
environmental impacts.

Reduce in real terms the negative impact of fit-out project 
delivery, support Net Zero Carbon & Circularity targets.

Create systemic change in design and delivery of fit-outs.

Create better Value for clients, true savings and better 
spaces in operation.

Enable ESG robust and credible reporting and align with 
new regulatory requirements and anti-greenwashing.

Increase asset value and retain value over time and 
through multiple life cycles.



www.skarating.org

Our Vision

To create Sustainable environments; Environmental, Social and 
Economic impacts.

To expand into all sectors of fit-out and refurbishment, and other 
countries/geographies.

To connect and align roles, organisations and initiatives along the full 
life-cycle of spaces.



www.skarating.org

Three Pillars of Sustainability



www.skarating.org

Offices scheme overview

• 83 Good Practice Measures

• 9 impact categories

• Free GPMs and online tool use

• 100% of project works in scope

• …benchmarking against industry good practice.



www.skarating.org

Net Zero Carbon alignment



www.skarating.org



www.skarating.org

• Circular Design & Circular Procurement

• Ongoing lifting of circularity performance baseline

• Upfront - in use – downstream

• Links to GHG reductions

• Systemic change

• ‘Golden Thread’

Manufacture

Transport

Use
End of 

Life

Source

100% Circularity



www.skarating.org



www.skarating.org



www.skarating.org



www.skarating.org

Product Circularity Data Sheet (PCDS)



www.skarating.org

Removal of Wellbeing category – Retention of health safeguarding

Alignment with UK Net Zero Carbon Buildings Standard

Awarding only of Circular performance – diversion from landfill is 
standard practice

Wider scope around Resource and Asset management 

Offices Environmental 2.0 – Key aims 



www.skarating.org

Contact us

By email at Support@skarating.org

By phone at +44 (0)300 30 20 752

Register for newsletter updates via out main website 

www.skarating.org 

Through social media…

Join the SKArating LinkedIn Group and Page

mailto:Support@skarating.org
http://www.skarating.org/


www.skarating.org

Thank you









Key stats

• 100,000 luminaires are removed in the UK every week



Key stats

• 100,000 luminaires are removed in the UK every week

• 5 million annually



Key stats

• 100,000 luminaires are removed in the UK every week

• 5 million annually

• 7% currently recycled
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Facilitating reuse

















































Introductions

James Ivin – Environmental & 
Sustainability Manager – Overbury 

10+ years in industry, 7+ years at Overbury. BREEAM 
Assessor, BREEAM AP, WELL AP & SKA Assessor 

About Overbury: 

• Fit Outs – Fully tailored interiors – Throughout the Uk 

• Refurbishments – Enhancing existing spaces across 
different sectors

• Specialist Environments – Education, healthcare, 
government, corporate partnerships  

• Sustainability Focus

• Embodied carbon tracking & circular economy 
principles



System thinking and the built environment
Donella Meadows: ‘An interconnected set of elements that is coherently organised in a way that 

achieves something’.

• Buildings are Complex

• Linear Process

• Design for Compliance Approach

• Silo Approach



There are always 100 
reasons not to do something!

How can collaboration break 
down the barriers? 



“Buildings are ‘gold mines’ of materials just waiting to be harvested, and 

if designed correctly they can be material repleters instead of depleters.” 

Sources:

1: https://sustainablebuild.co.uk/reclaimedmaterials/ 

2: Braungart, M. and Mulhall, D. (2013) Cradle to Cradle®. From recycling building components to upcycling buildings. Adapting to accelerated building cycles. In Webster, K., Blériot, J. and Johnson, C. 

(editors) A New Dynamic: Effective Business in a Circular Economy. Cowes: Ellen MacArthur Foundation. 75-86.

https://sustainablebuild.co.uk/reclaimedmaterials/


Repurposing and the circular economy?



• Business as Usual

• Product Knowledge

• Economics

• Lack of Closed Loops

Barriers to Repurposing?

Be Brave



Alternative 
Material Sourcing 

Moving away from  “take-make-
waste“

Plus many more!!!



Reuse Market Place

Aim ‘To enable accessible and easy sharing of 
materials and supplies across Overbury sites’

• In House App

• Formalising an often ad-hoc process. 

• Embodied Carbon Reduction

• Divert Waste

• Supports sustainability accreditations. 

• Closing the Loop



Case Studies

Whitecroft - Light fittings Uplyfted – Carpet Tiles

Material Index – Orangebox 
Pod

Case Study for a large 
commercial project coming 
soon! 

On site & Off-Site Reuse 

DBS – Cinema 
Style Seats

Internal Sourcing



• Pioneering Stage

• Formalisation of the process 

• Digitalisation

• Learn and share with those around us

Next Steps:



Thanks!

 
Any Questions? 
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