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The Word of God 
 
 
Opening Hymn    The King shall come when morning dawns   73 

 

 

 

 
 
The Opening Acclamation 
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 



The Collect of Purity 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Trisagion      Mary Bruce Burt 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, 
at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
First Lesson                         Isaiah 7:10-16 
 
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 
test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 
He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land 
before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
 
 
 



After the reading, the lector says 
 

 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
4 O Lord God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 
 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 
 
17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
 
18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
Second Lesson                                    Romans 1:1-7 
 
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel 
concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was 
declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection 
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his 
name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God's beloved 
in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 



After the reading, the lector says 
 
 

 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn         O come, O come Emmanuel   56 
                    Vs. 1-2, Gospel, vs. 3 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



Then, all standing, the Officiant reads the Gospel, first saying 

 
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
 
The Gospel Lesson                    Matthew 1:18-25 
 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 
her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to 
do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, 
do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as 
the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
After the Gospel, the Officiant says 
 
 

         The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Sermon                  
 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
    
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
      the only Son of God, 
      eternally begotten of the Father, 
      God from God, Light from Light, 
      true God from true God, 
      begotten, not made, 
      of one Being with the Father. 
      Through him all things were made. 
      For us and for our salvation 
         he came down from heaven: 
      by the power of the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
      For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 



         he suffered death and was buried. 
       On the third day he rose again 
           in accordance with the Scriptures; 
       he ascended into heaven 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
          and his kingdom will have no end. 
      
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
      who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
      With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
      He has spoken through the Prophets. 
      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
      We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
      We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
      and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People Form II 
 

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or 
aloud. 

 
I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for Sean, our Presiding 
Bishop; for Andy, Jeff, Kai, Hector  and Brian; our Bishops; for our supply priest; for 
this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 
Pray for the Church. 
Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all 
people. 
Pray for justice and peace. 
Silence 

 
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. 
Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
Silence 

 
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him. 
Silence 

 
I ask your prayers for the departed [especially                      _____________       ]. 
Pray for those who have died. 
Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for all who have commended themselves to our prayer. I ask your 
thanksgiving for the birthdays of [______________] and the anniversaries of 
[______________]. The congregation may add their own prayers and petitions. 
 
Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the thanksgivings of those present. 
Silence 



Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. 
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
 

Confession of Sin 

The Celebrant  says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace 

 
Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Announcements 
 

Office Closed December 24th through New Year’s Day 

All standard activities cancelled 

Sunday, 12/21 Fourth Sunday in Advent 

 9:45a Adult Lectionary Discussion   

  Children’s Sunday School on request 

Wednesday, 12/24 3:30p Christmas Eve Music Prelude 

 4:00p Christmas Eve Eucharist 

Thursday, 12/25 Merry Christmas! 

Friday, 12/26 11:00a Post-Christmas Service & Luncheon 

 1:00p Barbie Haynes’ 90th Birthday Party 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, 12/28 First Sunday after Christmas Day 

 9:45a No Adult Lectionary Discussion   

  No Children’s Sunday School 

Wednesday, 12/31 New Year’s Eve 

  No Wednesday Service or Meetings 

  No Choir Practice  

Thursday, 1/1 Happy New Year! 

  No Handbell Practice  

Saturday, 1/3 8:30a Breakfast for All 

 9:00a DOK/Men’s Group Meetings 

 10:00a Church Under a Bridge Lunch Prep 

SAVE THE DATE  

Sunday, 1/4 Second Sunday after Christmas Day 

 9:45a No Adult Lectionary Discussion   

  No Children’s Sunday School 

Monday, 1/5 6:30p Book Club 

Sunday, 1/11 9:30a Annual Meeting  

 12:00p Conversations Exploring Cultural Perspectives 

 
Prayer for a New Rector 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: look graciously on St. Francis and so guide the 
minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful 
pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for your ministries; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Prayer 51. For a Birthday 
Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may 
be. Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise 
him up if he fall; and in his heart may your peace which passes understanding abide all 
the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Prayer for St. Francis 

Heavenly Father, we come to you at this time, seeking your perfect plan for St. 
Francis. We seek your wisdom, discernment, and guidance as to how we may 
serve you best and to your glory. Make us a church where your Son, Jesus, is 
lifted up as Lord and Savior and where the healing power and presence of the 
Holy Spirit is known. Even as your people trusted in you to bring them to the 
Promised Land, we look to you as God and Father to lead us in all things. We 
trust you to bring to us the people and resources to help us accomplish your 
work. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen. 

 



The Holy Communion 
 
The Offertory         
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise him all creatures here below. 
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Eucharistic Prayer C 
 
The people remain standing.  The Celebrant faces them and sings or says 
 
  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against 
you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to 
fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
 
 
 



The Sanctus         S-128 
 
The following is sung or said, all standing.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The people stand or kneel.  Then the Celebrant continues 

 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to 
be consecrated. 
 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave 
it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming. 



 
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver 
us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; 
for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us 
one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from 
generation to generation. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
People and Celebrant 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name. 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Breaking of Bread 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 

 
Then may be sung or said 

[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
 
The Fraction        S-161 
 

 

 



 

 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

and may add Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
  you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
  with thanksgiving. 
 
The ministers receive the Sacrament and then immediately deliver it to the people. 
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

 
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.  [Amen.] 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.  [Amen.] 
 
Communion Hymn                    Once he came in blessing   53 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Post Communion Prayer 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Priest may bless the people: 

 
 
Closing Hymn                                            Come, thou long expected Jesus   66 
 

 

 
 
                                                                                                                                                
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words 
 

 

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People  Thanks be to God 
 
 
 


