
  

 

Jesus’ Trust in His Disciples: 
Embracing the Mission  

and Becoming  
Who We’re Meant to Be 

 

It’s easy to talk about believing in God, 

but have you ever paused to consider 

that God believes in us? The story of 

Jesus is not only about our faith in 

Him, but about His remarkable faith in 

humanity. From the very beginning, 

Jesus called ordinary people to walk 

with Him, demonstrating a trust that 

reaches far beyond what we might 

imagine for ourselves. 

Jesus didn’t choose the wealthy, the 

influential, or the scholarly to carry out 

His mission. He picked fishermen, tax 

collectors, and everyday men and 

women. This wasn’t an accident—it 

was a deliberate act of faith. Jesus saw 

potential where others saw limitation. 

He believed that these ordinary people 

could learn, grow, and embody His 

message of love and redemption. 

Through His encouragement and 

teaching, He revealed that anyone 

could follow Him and share His light 

with the world. 

By entrusting His mission to His 

disciples, Jesus showed that He is for 

everyone. He didn’t reserve His 

message for a privileged few but 

invited all to take part. The disciples 

weren’t perfect, and neither are we. 

What mattered most was their 

willingness to say yes and to keep 

trying, even when they failed. Jesus’ 

faith in them echoes His faith in us 

today—we are all invited to participate 

in His work. 

Before ascending to heaven, Jesus gave 

a clear instruction: “Go and make 

disciples of all nations.” This command 

wasn’t limited to the apostles; it 

extends to every believer. He 

empowered His followers to continue 

His legacy, trusting that we could carry 

His message forward with love and 

humility. In doing so, we become part 

of the ongoing story of God’s faith in 

humanity. 

Often, our greatest opportunities to do 

good happen in quiet, unremarkable 

moments. Helping a neighbor, offering 

a kind word, or simply listening to 

someone in need may seem 

insignificant, but these actions reflect 

Jesus’ heart. Even when no one else 

notices, God sees and celebrates our 

efforts. Jesus believed we could follow 

in His footsteps, not by grand gestures, 

but by everyday acts of compassion and 

service. 

Jesus’ faith in us invites us to become 

the people He created us to be. This 

means embracing our unique gifts, 

learning from our mistakes, and 

striving to grow closer to Him. When 

we recognize the opportunities around 

us to do good, we honor His trust in us. 

We also inspire others to step forward 

and discover their own calling, 

continuing the cycle of faith and 

encouragement.  And in my opinion, St. 

Francis Episcopal Church is the perfect 

place to do this! 

God’s faith in humanity is a powerful, 

transformative truth. Jesus believed in 

His disciples—and by extension, in 

each of us. He entrusted His mission to 

ordinary people, confident that we 

could live out His teachings and help 

others know His love. As we seek to do 

good, especially when unnoticed, we 

step into the role He created for us, 

reflecting His trust and hope for the 

world. Let’s embrace Jesus’ faith in us, 

striving to follow Him and become His 

disciples in our daily lives. 

For His Sake 
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   *May 3rd* 
 

 

Breakfast for All: 

8:30am 

Men’s Group Meeting: 

9:00am 

CUB Lunch Prep: 

10:00am 

Join us! 

Prayer for a New Rector 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall 
choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for 
our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.             Prayer 13, BCP,  pg. 818  

Conversations Exploring 

Cultural Perspective 
 

Sunday, May 17th, Noon 

Lunch Provided 
 

Moved from Sun. May 10th 

because of Mother’s Day 

 

Questions? See Roy Barron 

     Book Club 
1st & 3rd Mondays 

6:30pm  Parish Hall 

Out-to-Lunch Bunch 
 

Tues. May 19 * 11:30am 

TBD 

         *DOK Meeting *  

    *Sat. May 9 * 9am 

All Women Welcome 
 

Book Review—Chapter 3 

“ Is God Speaking to Me?” 
 

DOK Discernment 

10:30am—noon 

Serendipity Dinner 

*Sat. May 16th*  

6 to 8 pm  
 

Main Dish: Pork Loin 
 

Hosted by Roy & Gay Barron 

1206 Hillcrest Dr.* Whitehouse 

Sign up in hallway for 

Appetizers * Sides * Desserts 

Wed. Schedule  
 

Morning Prayer 

12:00p 

Bible Study 

12:30p 

Grief Support Group 

2:00p 

Pray for Our  Search Committee 

Tai Chi Basics 

Sundays at 4pm 

April 26th—May 31st 

in the Ed Building 

 The Rev. Robert Odom     

 Guest Priest 

*May 3rd* May 17th* 

*May 24th* May 31st* 

Liturgy of the Word 

May 10th 

******************** 

Canon of the Ordinary 

The Rev. Kellaura 

Johnson 

Sunday, June 14th 



 

 

From our friends who use the playground 

They live across the street—Letter on Bulletin Board 

 

Our family is so grateful to have your church as our neighbor! We appreciate so much 

your generosity in letting us use your playground—our children have made many mem-

ories there! And thank you all for the gift of the children’s books that go through the 

alphabet—our kids LOVE to read & have enjoyed them greatly! We hope you know how thankful we are for 

your church & we’d be happy to help if there’s a way you see fit! May God bless your church & all the families who are impacted 

by you!  Much love, the Hogan family - Matthew, Sara, Isaiah, Abigail, Olivia, & Eliana…& a new one in July! 

Conversations Exploring Cultural Perspectives 

Our own Marva Gordon gave us a presentation on Panama at our meeting on 

April 12th. She spoke about being raised by her grandparents and gave them 

credit for her success. She emphasized how friendly the people of Panama 

are. Marva has recently returned from a trip to Panama where she had a fine 

time. She told us that Panama does not have an army but they do have a police 

force. There are many expats living in Panama because of the low cost of liv-

ing. She spoke about the influx of the Chinese and how they are becoming influ-

ential. Marva treated the group with Arroz con Pollo, a favorite Panamanian 

dish made with rice, cooked chicken, green peas, olives, carrots, onions, celery, 

capers, and herbs. For dessert she made West Indian Bread Pudding. Twenty-

seven attendees enjoyed Marva's presentation.   

It Rained on the  
Easter Egg Hunt 

But We Still had Fun!! 
********************************************************* 

More EASTER Pictures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Our Supply Priests for a Glorious Easter Week 
 



 

May Special Events 
 

Saturday, May 2 

Breakfast for All—8:30am 

Men’s Group Meeting—9:00am 

Church Under a Bridge Lunch Prep - 10:00am 

Marley Johnson Wedding Shower—3:00p 
 

Mon. May4, 6:30pm 

Book Club - Parish Hall 
 

Sat. May 9, 9:00am 

DOK Meeting *All Women Welcome* 
 

Sat. May 9, 10:30am 

DOK Discernment *All Women Welcome* 
 

Sun. May 10 

Liturgy of the Word 

Mother’s Day 
 

Sat. May 16, 6:00pm 

Serendipity Dinner 

Barrons’ Home 
 

Sunday, May 17, 12:00pm 

Conversations Exploring Cultural Perspectives 
 

Mon. May 18, 6:30pm 

Book Club - Parish Hall 
 

Tues. May 19 

Out-to-Lunch Bunch: 11:30am 

Vestry Meeting: 6:00pm 
 

Sun. May 24 

Day of Pentecost 
 

Sun. May 31 

Trinity Sunday 

WEEKLY RECURRING EVENTS FOR MAY 

The Rev. Robert Odom, Celebrant 

Liturgy of the Word—My 10th 
 

Sunday              Nursery available on request 

• 8:30 am    Rite I—No music  

• 9:30 am Adult Lectionary Discussion 
  Children/Youth Sunday School  * On Request * 

• 10:45 am Rite II—Traditional Music 
  Live-Stream on FaceBook & YouTube 
   
Wednesday   

• Noon Noon Morning Prayer — Sanctuary  

• 12:30 pm Bible Study — Parish Hall 

• 2:00p Grief Support Group  

• 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal—Sanctuary 
Thursday 

• 5:30 pm Handbell Practice—Music Room   

St. Francis Episcopal Church 
3232 Jan Avenue 
Tyler, TX 75701 
Telephone: 903-593-8459 
 
Email: office@stfrancistyler.org 
Web site: www.stfrancistyler.org 

 
www.facebook.com/StFrancisTyler 
 

VESTRY 

Jay DeOrnellas 
  Senior Warden (2026) 
 
 

Dan Amy (2026) 

Dominique Lucas (2027) 

Gay Barron (2028) 

Ann Bush (2028) 

Kathy Clark (2028) 

Sandra Dugan (2028) 

Connie Wilson (2028) 

Carol Lanthrum, Clerk 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Rector, In Transition 
 

Dr. Cameron Rose 

Director of Music 
 

Carol Lanthrum 

Parish Administrator 
 

Susan Kohler 

Treasurer  
 

Alberto Cruz 

Sexton 

Mission Statement 
Why do we exist?  

What is our purpose? 
 

St. Francis is a community 

of Christians whose mission 

is to love one another, 

serving God’s kingdom on 

earth through 

• Developing discipleship 

through worship, prayer, 

education, and fellowship,  

• Ministering to one another  

• Offering ourselves as 

servants in God’s world.  

Vision Statement  
The parish we aim to become 

 
The vision of St. Francis is to 

 

• Promote spiritual growth 

through education and 

worship,  

• Reach out in service to 

the community,  

• Increase diverse music 

ministries to create a 

joyful sound in celebra-

tion,  

• Provide vibrant chil-

dren’s, youth, and campus 

ministries,  

• Create a variety of min-

istries and programs for 

everyone.  

 

We want to know!  

What are your concerns?  

We want to answer your  

questions, & hear 

your suggestions! 

mailto:office@stfrancistyler.org
http://www.stfrancistyler.org
http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisTyler

