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Summer Events Recap
Dinosaur Dig, July11  #S s

Our first event of the summer was our
Dinosaur Dig, offering activities based on all
things prehistoric. Over 50 attendees came
from our community to build their own
dinosaurs, excavate fossils, complete a
dinosaur scavenger hunt around the Watt
Century Farm House, and more! Dinosaur-
loving kids and their parents, grandparents,
and/or guardians not only enjoyed the
activities themselves, but also looking at all of
the amazing artifacts in the Watt Century
Farm House.
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: . Christmas in July Cookie
N Decorating, July 25

To celebrate Christmas in July, the Historical
Society offered a themed cookie decorating
afternoon at the Watt Century Farm House.
Attendees decorated cookies in fun
Christmas shapes and explored the Farm
House, which had been decorated for the
holidays! Although more icing made it into
mouths rather than onto the cookies, our
attendees had a fun time decorating and
celebrating Christmas in July!
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Psychic Days, August 8 & 19

In August, the Historical Society brought back one of our most
popular fundraising events: Psychic Days! With readings
provided by local medium Penny Brandt, we hosted four
sessions for participants to learn more about themselves

through the psychic arts. We are proud to say that all of the
sessions were at full capacity, with a total of 39 participants!

We raised almost $800 at the Psychic Days events this
summer for the Historical Society's initiatives. Thank you
to every participant who joined us for these sessions, and
to medium Penny Brandt for donating her valuable time!




Heritage Cookbook
Project

In June, the Historical
Society launched a
new project in our
community: the
Heritage Cookbook!

For over a century, residents of Burk’s Falls, Armour, Ryerson, and the
surrounding area have been cooking up delicious meals for their
families. The recipes that fed some of the first residents of our region
have lasting legacies, passed down through generations to shape the
ways we cook for our loved ones today.

This is why the Burk's Falls and District Historical Society has begun
worKing to preserve important culinary and family histories through
the creation of a community cookbook. We are inviting our
community to share their favourite family recipes from years past,
alongside a short story or memory about why it matters to you.
Selected entries will be included in our printed cookbook, with
proceeds supporting our ongoing work to preserve local history.
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We are currently acéeptmg submlssmns forthe
- Heritage Cookbook! If you are interested in sharing
a family recipe and mémory, please email us at:

bfhistorycookbook@gmail.com




l h e Ontario Street, or the main street running

o through the business centre of Burk’s Falls,

H lSto ry has been home to countless businesses since
the street was first functioning in the 1890s.

Of Although it is likely impossible to know of

- every single business that has operated on
0 nt arl 0 Ontario Street over the past 130+ years, we
are working to piece together a clearer
picture of what Burk's Falls’ main street
Stre et looked like throughout the decades.

\

1950s 1980s

193 Ontario Street, for example, has a rich history as an important business space in Burk’s Falls. In 1898,
Dr. AW. Partridge purchased the building from a Dr. Crawford, and began operating it as his practice
and a pharmacy. In 1947, his daughter Beatrice and son-in-law Stanley McVey purchased the pharmacy
from him, and the pair re-opened it as McVey's Drug Store. At this time, a young woman named Audrey
Bishop worked as an apprentice to the McVeys, and worked for them for 15 years following her
graduation from pharmacy school in 1954. Bishop purchased the pharmacy herself in 1969, re-naming it
Bishop's Pharmacy. She expanded the space into the former RBC location which had formerly operated
in the left side of the building, doubling the size of the pharmacy, and operated it personally for almost
42 years until her retirement in 2011. Bishop's Pharmacy closed upon Bishop's retirement, but 193
Ontario Street is fondly remembered by many as the local pharmacy.

If you have any information or knowledge about businesses operating on
Ontario Street throughout the years, please reach out to us via email at:

info@burksfallsdistricthistoricalsociety.com




Watt Century Farm ' *-ouse
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Take a step back in time at the
Watt Century Farm House!

Built in 1902, the farm house

| was home to generations of the
Watt family. Filled with local
heritage stories and artifacts
dating back to the 19" and 20"
centuries, the Watt Century
Farmhouse is rich with history
for anyone to enjoy.

A functioning Singer B — YL . Alarge collection of
sewing machineused # ™ . . WWIland WWIll era
by Pearl Watt in the ~ _ ' buttons and pins.
1940s. a ’ |

A horse-drawn hearse first used by
Joseph Hilliar, who started the first
- funeral home in Burk’s Falls in 1905, -




Wiseman's Corner
Schoolhouse

Built in 1893, Wiseman's
Corner Schoolhouse was used
for the education of children
from Ryerson Township for

nearly 67 years. This one-room ‘_
schoolhouse represents the - bl [0
true setting of a 19" century - J m J
classroom, offering a glimpse o ==
into the daily lives of those who "

came before us.
Visit us to see artifacts like these:

A model of the S.S.
Armour, which
operated on the
Magnetawan River.

Clay marbles dating T School bell from the
back t0 1904, locally early 1800s, used at
played with in Kearney. Doe Lake Public School.




By ThFltp of a'Com

The Village of Burk's Falls got ltS name from a coin
" toss. In 1875, David Francis. Burk beached his canoe at
the foot of the Falls of the Magnetawan River,
deciding to build a home in what would become our
village. Henry and Walter Knight, who established the
Knight Brothers Factory, arrived very shortly after
and also decided to settle on this land. To decide
whose name would act as the foundation of the
settlement’s title, D.F. Burk and the Knight brothers
flipped a coin, with Burk ultimately winning the toss. _
Itwas decided that the v1llage would be called Burk's - An illﬁ%‘treﬁtibn of -

~ Falls--but it very nearly became nght S Falls in that  D.F. Burk, 1891
- small but monumental moment. ; AR NN \ e

A Poet s VlSlt

In 1893 the famed Kanyen keha:ka (Mohawk) poet
Pauline Johnson visited Burk's Falls, performing her
- works at the Presbyterian Church at 107 Yonge Street.
The child of a Kanien'keha chief and an English
mother, Johnson often used the stage name
“Tekahlonwake meaning 'double-life.” She was a key
flgure in the construction of Canadian literature at the
turn of the century, drawing from her multicultural
herltage to critique colomallsm and antl lndlgenous ,

rarely platformed When she perforrped in Burks Falls, ¢
5
~over two h\undred people gathered to hear her speak.
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SCéNE OF ACTIVITY — Shown here is the heavy equipment removing earth from the roc -

I . i ichwa i ‘alls. Blasting operations have already sta
biasted in widening the Highway §20-in- By Fally: Pasting op (?’how by Gough)

March 1964, Burk’s Falls Arrow

Blast From
the Past

Check out these snippets from older issues of
our local newspapers!
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January 1964, Burk's Falls
Arrow

‘RIDE DOWN NORTIH . .on the

SAILY except ! i K! JUNE 16 to

ERIDAY

N\, SEPT. 3 INC.

Onta?b Northland

TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

June 1974, Almaguin News




How to Become
a

Help preserve our area’s local history by becoming a
member of the Burk's Falls & District Historical Society.
Your membership supports our initiatives, events, and

the preservation of artifacts in our collection.

Annual Individual Annual Family
Membership Membership

$10.00 $20.00

Contact Us:
(705) 571-3308
info@burksfallsdistricthistoricalsociety.com

Check our our website:
www.burksfallsdistricthistoricalsociety.com




