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The charter school commits to meeting Criteria 1 through 10 as outlined in the Charter School Performance 
Criteria. 
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River Valley Charter School (RVCS) 
Type of Charter 
(Commonwealth or Horace Mann) Commonwealth Location Newburyport 

Regional or Non-Regional? Regional Districts in Region  
Amesbury, Newburyport,  
Triton, Pentucket  

Year Opened 1999 Year(s) Renewed 2004, 2009, 2014, 2019 

Maximum Enrollment 288 Chartered Grade span K-8 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the River Valley Charter School is to provide a rigorous academic program based on the Montessori                   
philosophy and rooted in the history, culture, and ecology of the Merrimack River Valley. Students will reach their full                   
potential as scholars and become self-reliant, productive members of society. They will be adept at critical thinking and                  
creative problem solving and will be fully prepared to succeed in future schools, careers, and civic life. 
 

Key Design Elements 
 

1. An educational program based on the Montessori philosophy (page 3, charter application) 
2. Elements of the curriculum rooted in the history, culture and ecology of the Merrimack River 

Valley (page 2, charter application) 
3. Critical thinking and problem solving (page 1, charter application) 

Date of Preliminary Department Approval 1/31/2020 

Date of Board Approval: 2/25/2020 

Date of Department Approval: 3/3/2020 
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