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THE JOY OF LOVING
IN MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Fr Gene Schroeder
PASTOR
This past October, Pope Leo gathered with
religious leaders as well as married couples at a
special synod in Rome at the Vatican. They
came to access how well the church has re-
sponded to Pope’s Francis’ teaching letter, Amoris Laetitia.
This letter was written in 2016 and sought to speak to people
about the nature of family and marriage. You can read Pope
Leo’s introductory address to this group beginning on page 4 of
this letter.
In setting the tone for this gathering, Pope Leo invited those
gathered to ask: What are people truly seeking beneath these
¥ & §Jcultural changes? What do

THE LORD 15 982 their joys and hopes, grieves
/) ‘g‘and anxieties reveal to us?
Where do our pastoral lan-

# guage and practices succeed

' , in opening a path, and where
3, do they fail to touch people’s
“'v'hearts or assist their efforts
to do what is good? What is

the lived experience of fami-

lies teaching us—an experi-

, ence from which we have not

* 2 vet fully learned?
. AL Pope Leo challenged the

group to read the signs of the
time with regards to marriage and family as well as the gift of
sexuality that is so much at the heart of these issues. What are
the signs of the time? One of the biggest issues that this group
identified as having the biggest challenges to marriage and fam-
ily these days is the effects of migration on families. We are in
the biggest world wide migration in history, as many people flee
incessant wars and economic hardship that we can scarcely
imagine.

This is not a challenge that young people in our country face
as they contemplate marriage and family. But we face chal-
lenges as well. What are they? | think we have to begin with
the sincerity of people. In their
own way, | think most people are
truthful when they say they want
to embrace the way of life that
Jesus lays out for us in the gos-
pel. That being said, | think we
also have to acknowledge some
other realities. One of these
realities is that fewer and fewer
people are getting married, but
instead opt for living together.
This fact was acknowledged by
church leaders at this recent
gathering at the Vatican.

Even when people opt for

brokenhearted
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BRUTE SOCIETY INDUCTEES
John & Bonnie Bittner and Jackie & Tom Elsner

Each year our parish is invited to nominate two individuals/
couples to be inducted into the Brute” Society. The Brute’
Society recognizes individuals whose lives reflect the example
of stewardship set by Bishop Brute’, the first bishop of the
Indiana territory. There are so many people who are worthy of
being inducted into the Brute’ Society. And so the task of se-

lecting two couples/individuals is very chal-

Y 5 lenging. This year we have chosen to honor

(%*‘ = Tom and Jackie Elsner and John and Bonnie
" Bittner.

All of them have dem-
onstrated a willingness to
offer their time and ef-

forts not just to serve the parishes they have
been in over the years, including our parish,
but have demonstrated a spirit of good stew-

é'ocisfy

For John and Bonnie, this stewardship was
most evident in the work they did farming
the land and operating a dairy farm. They
know the value of caring for the earth and
learning how to ensure that crops are polli-
nated by maintaining bee hives.

Tom and Jackie have been key supporters = ; Z
of our Haiti mission through the years. Tom "= A
has also been instrumental in the work of JOHN AND BONNIE
the Men’s Club as well as working with Boy Scout Programs.
For many years, he has served on the Board of Directors of
Camp Carson near Princeton, Indiana.

We give thanks for the example of John & Bonnie and Tom
and Jackie and we pray that their example of stewardship will
inspire all of us to allow God to use the gifts we have to serve
others.

getting married, fewer and fewer people choose to get married
in church. Many choose to get married at some outdoor venue
or a “destination wedding.” It is not uncommon for a friend to
obtain a one day license from the state to officiate at the wed-
ding.

Even when weddings are held in church, the attention often
gets focused on the incidentals of the wedding—things like
flowers, dresses, church decorations, whether or not folks can
throw rice on the newly weds when they exit church.

(Continued on page 6)

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR PLEDGE TO THE CATHOLIC
MINISTRIES APPEAL (CPC)? THANK YOU
PARISH GOAL $131,040.00 =¥ Y
PLEDGED TODATE  $ 79,650.08 4 [} |
NUMBER OF PLEDGES 151 s
AVERAGE PLEDGE $527,49 A PPEAL
Thank you for supporting the good work done in our diocese.
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REMEMBERING OUR PARISHIONERS
WHO DIED THIS PAST YEAR

In our Catholic Tradition, the month of November is traditionally a
time to remember those who have died and gone before us marked with
the sign of faith. This year we remember especially these members of
our parish who have died since last year.

Margaret Kafel
March 4, 2026

Lee Askins
Nov. 6, 2025

Ray Hamner
Feb. 5, 2026
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Rudy Schrefer janet Zirkelbach Marilyn Mossberger
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Jim Steve Hasselbrinck  Beverly Jones
May 25, 2026 June 23, 2026 August 1, 2026
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Jim Geiser
Aug. 21, 2026

Bill Cody
Sept 2, 2026
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REMEMBERING OUR
LOVED ONES AT MASS

To be named and to be remembered are deeply
held human needs. We all want to know that people
will remember us, that we will not be forgotten.
Remembering is a gift we give to others. Each time
we recall a memory of those we love, they continue
to live in our hearts.

One of the ways we have
done this is by praying for them
when we come together for Mass.
Many of you will remember this as
“having a Mass celebrated for a
particular person.” Each week we
list the particular intentions in the
weekly bulletin. These are the
names of loved ones that people would like the par-
ish to remember at Mass.

All of us know members of our family who have
died: an aunt or uncle, a cousin, a grandparent or a
child or even a close friend or co-worker. Even if your
loved ones do not happen to have been a member of
the Catholic Church, you are invited to share their
names as well. You may also want to list the particu-
lar day you want to remember them—perhaps their
birthday, or wedding anniversary, or the day they
died. If you come to a particular Mass, you may want
to ask that your loved ones be remembered at that
particular time.

For your convenience, you can use the slip on this
page to submit your names and the day and time you
want to remember them. There is no charge for this,
but if you would like to make a donation to the
church in memory of your loved ones, you may do so.

Grant eternal rest to all the souls of the faithful
departed and let your perpetual light shine upon them

Submit the names of the people you want to
remember and the day on which you want to
remember them using the slip below. Cut it out
and send it to us through the mail or drop it in
the collection. You can also email us
jkempf@evdio.org with the names you want to
remember

NAMES DATE AND TIME
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Prepare your heart and mind
this Easter with an inspirational
Women’s Retreat. Beginning Sat-
urday, April 3 from 8:30 am-

APRIL 3 & 4
10:00pm and ending on Sunday,

\/E DATQ April 4 with 10:30 am Mass. What a

great way to enter into the busy Lenten season. Contact Jes-
sica Reckelhoff (812-598-1151 jreckelhoff@evdio.org) or Rachel
Schnaus (rschnaus@yahoo.com) to register.

The principle of compassion lies at the heart of all reli-
gious, ethical and spiritual traditions, calling us always to
treat all others as we wish to be treated ourselves. Compas-
sion impels us to work tirelessly to alleviate the suffering of
our fellow creatures, to dethrone ourselves from the centre of
our world and put another there, and to honour the inviolable
sanctity of every single human being, treating everybody,
without exception, with absolute justice, equity and respect.

It is also necessary in both public and private life to re-
frain consistently and empathically from inflicting pain. To act
or speak violently out of spite, chauvinism, or self-interest, to
impoverish, exploit or deny basic rights to anybody, and to
incite hatred by denigrating others—even our enemies—is a
denial of our common humanity. We acknowledge that we have
failed to live compassionately and that some have even in-
creased the sum of human misery in the name of religion.

We therefore call upon all men and women to restore com-
passion to the centre of morality and religion ~ to return to
the ancient principle that any interpretation of scripture that
breeds violence, hatred or disdain is illegitimate ~ to ensure
that youth are given accurate and respectful information
about other traditions, religions and cultures ~ to encourage a
positive appreciation of cultural and religious diversity ~ to
cultivate an informed empathy with the suffering of all human
beings—even those regarded as enemies.

We urgently need to make compassion a clear, luminous
and dynamic force in our polarized world. Rooted in a princi-
pled determination to transcend selfishness, compassion can
break down political, dogmatic, ideological and religious
boundaries. Born of our deep interdependence, compassion is
essential to human relationships and to a fulfilled humanity. It
is the path to enlightenment, and indispensable to the crea-
tion of a just econo’my and a peaceful global ‘c‘o;mmunity.

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions
that were given in memory of these loved ones. Let us
continue to remember the gift they have been in the
life of their families and in the life of our parish

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH OLIVER WALLACE SCHOOL

IN MEMORY OF LIBRARY ENDOWMENT
Ray Hamner IN MEMORY OF
DJ & Debbie Thompson Billy Cody

Eric & Vicki Freeman
Deborah McCart
Vicki Freeman
Tim & Melissa Wallace
Linda (Moers) Smith
Rick & Donna Carrico
Andy Esparza Family
John & Jane Schuetter
& Family
Matt & Jenni Bishop
Walter & Janet Trautvetter
Margie Orman
Bill, Diane, Max &
Quinn Layman
Don & Connie Coomes

Pat & Jeanne Freeman
Ray & Charlene Schapker
Barbara Burgess
Rita Skelton
Bob & Mary Kay Fehrenbacher
Tim & Donna Mitchell
Edward & Holley Brundick
Dennis & Kathryn Bibbee
Evansville Police Foundation

IN MEMORY OF

Marilyn Mossberger
Katherine Riedford

ZLN MEN}ORY OF James & Bridget Pfaffman
everly jones Ann Schneider
Amy Seiler

Joyce Cummings & Jill
& Jerianna Bruce
Gary & Theresa Steckler
Karen, Matt, Zoe, Will Bippus
Kathryn Curtis
Paul & Irene Muensterman
Phil & Becky Dosher
Pam Baumgart
Jerri & Beth Spaetti
Andy & Jessica
Reckelhoff & family
Andy & Andrea Jarboe
Jerry & Cindy Happe
Steve & Debbie Scheller
Tom & Jennie Tekoppel
Vernie & Connie Gries
Sara & Alex Rogier
St. Joe Choir

| Thankyou”

David & Donna Dippel
Susie Schapker
John & Diane Bassemier
Rick & Pauline Elpers
Steve & Debbie Scheller
Jim & Susan Helmer

IN MEMORY OF
Billy Cody
Gary Fehrenbacher
Steve & Becky Jung
Greg & Jennifer Schmitz

ST JOE SHOOL
ARCHERY PROGRAM
IN MEMORY OF
Billy Cody
David Baumeyer

2SIy cakfast Sunday December 6

— 3 oxnto 9 am --Noon
Invite our famaly friends and neighbors! Proceeds
benefit the St. Joe 8th 6Grade Class Project

IT'S LOTTERY TIME o

o’
THE 2027 ST. JOE MONTHLY LOTTERY TICKETS \\\ @
are now available. $1350 to be given away each y==% <
month. Only 500 tickets will be sold. Look for an
invitation in the mail for your opportunity to par- 5
ticipate. Our lottery sellers will also be contacting those who
have bought tickets from them in the past. Cost is $75.
48 CHANCES TO WIN BIG BUCKS!!
GET YOUR TICKET TODAY--$75THE
ol i 2027 MATER DEI/MEMORIAL TREASURE THE
. 'J ﬁ“g ‘“ TRADITION LOTTERY TICKETS are also no

| available. Ticket are $100. Every month
|| there are four prizes totaling $13,000 to be
given away. Need a ticket? Contact Margie
Hartman 812-453-6826 or contact our Parish
office (812-963-3273.
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PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL WITH FAMILIES

This past October, on the tenth anniversary of Pope Francis’s
letter On The Joy Of the Gospel, Pope Leo met with the
Presidents of Bishops' Conferences throughout the world and
other religious leaders as well as married couples to reflect
together on the status of this document.

| wished to convene
this meeting ten years
after the publication of
Amoris Laetitia, and |
thank you for arranging
your commitments so
that we could spend
these days together. |
warmly thank the mar-
ried couples and all
those who have come
to share something of
their lives in Christ and
who will take part in
our conversations, as well as the experts and facilitators.

Allow me to begin by recalling the long and fruitful synodal and
missionary journey that the Church has made in relation to marriage
and the family, a journey that we are called to continue. The family
has always held an important place in the pastoral concern of the
Successor of Peter and of the Bishops who assist him through their
participation in the Synod of Bishops. The Synod of 1980 took up a
desire already expressed by Pope John Paul | during his brief pontifi-
cate, eventually leading to Saint John Paul II’s Apostolic Exhortation
Familiaris Consortio.

At the beginning of his own pontificate, Pope Francis once again
placed the family at the heart of a synodal process, recognizing the
need to continue the Church’s discernment in the face of profound
changes affecting an area so closely linked to her mission in the world
today. That journey led, ten years ago, to the Apostolic Exhortation
Amoris Laetitia.

In this regard, the Church has continued along the path indicated
by the Second Vatican Council. When the Fathers of the Council
placed the dignity of marriage and the family at the beginning of the
second part of Gaudium et Spes, they recognized that family life of-
fers a privileged point of entry into the great cultural, economic, so-
cial and political questions of our time, including the work of promot-

ing peace among peoples. The inter-

Al’\/] OR [S dependence of these questions has

become even more evident today,

LAETITIA always under the light of God’s word:

: “‘God made them male and female.’

For this reason, a man shall leave his

father and mother and be joined to

his wife” (Mk 10:6-7). The family re-

mains key to an approach that holds

together the local and the global,

guided by the search for a universal

fraternity in Christ that the Gospel

calls us to build with everyone. This

history of more than half a century

places upon our meeting a particular

responsibility as Shepherds, as the synodal vocation of the whole
Church continues to unfold.

Within this history, Amoris Laetitia marked an important stage,
and the ten years since its publication have become part of the life of
our particular Churches. During this time, the Apostolic Exhortation
has been received in different cultures and pastoral contexts, accom-
panied the concrete lives of families and inspired initiatives and proc-

Pope Leo addresses gathering of leaders
at the Vatican

n

ON LOVE IN THE FAMILY

LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE NOVEMBER 21 -- DECEMBER 13, 2026

EUCHARISTIC
DATE MINISTERS LECTORS
S]] Mary Loehrlein Sis & Katie Susie
November 21, 2026 v :
5 PM Jarboe Carolyn Hutchinson Schapker
S Bryan and Ann Craney Jalane
November 22, 2026 .
Marcia Frey Terry Drone Weber
8 AM
S Doris Taylor Austin Frey Chad
November 22, 2026 co o3 Koch  Kitty Dei Martin
10:30 AM y belg
Saturday Donald Werner, Diane Woods Sis
November 28, 2026 Mary Kay Fehrenbacher
L Jarboe
5PM Donna Niemeier
Sunday .
November 20, 20265 Rodney and Paula Baehl Chick
Lisa Cook Darlene Appler Duncan
8 AM
Sunday Paul Hillenbrand Jena Wessel Shane
November 29, 2026 Debra Baumgart Wessel
10:30 AM Rachael Schnaus
Saturday . .
December 5, 2026 EI;IC and Kargn McDonald Jim
5 PM utch and Linda Feulner Hermann
SR Marcia Frey Stephanie Frey Tom
December 5, 2026 . .
Kylie & Stephanie Frey Folz
8 AM
Sunday
Becky Dosher Jane Scheller Steve
DB 2 Debra Baumgart Al Debes Jun
10:30 AM g g
Saturday . . .
Diane Woods Eric Reffett Toni
DecemgePrIJIZ, Al Peter and Jodi Fehrenbacher Askins
Sunday
Jalane Weber Imogene Baehl Tom
December 120281 Michael Elpers Chick Duncan |  Blythe
Sunday . .
Shane Wessel Diane Bassemier Jane
December 13, 2026 . .
10:30 AM Danielle Welage Doris Taylor Scheller

esses. These are the ten years we now bring together
before the Lord Jesus. With the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, looking attentively at what has happened can help
us recognize more deeply what Christ has been teaching
his Church through these
years.

The Acts of the Apos-
tles offer us a beautiful
image for what we are
about to do. At the end of
their missionary journey, /
Paul and Barnabas gath- P
ered the Church together o
and “related all that God mkx *,
had done with them” (Acts
14:27). Later, as they made their way to Jerusalem, they
passed through Phoenicia and Samaria recounting what
had happened in the mission, and their account brought
great joy to the brothers and sisters. When they reached
Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the Church, the
Apostles and the elders, and once again “reported all

(Continued on page 5)



https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia.html
https://www.synod.va/en.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/vatican/en/holy-father/giovanni-paolo-i.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_19811122_familiaris-consortio.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/vatican/en/holy-father/francesco.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/index.htm
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia.html
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(Continued from page 4)
that God had done with them” (15:4).

There is something of this movement in our own gathering.
As | have said, the Church has spent these ten years receiving
Amoris Laetitia and walking with families in very different cir-
cumstances. We too bring stories of what God has done among
us. They are stories gathered along the path of mission: stories
of conversion, of unexpected fruit, and of the relationships God
has woven within families as our communities have sought to
accompany them, together with the difficulties we have faced,
the questions that have emerged, and what we have learned
along the way. They give us confidence as we begin our work
together. Let us place them before the Lord, share them with
one another, seeking to recognize what God has been doing
among us and where his Spirit is leading the Church today.

In my message of March 19", on the tenth anniversary of
Amoris Laetitia, | recalled that “there are, in fact, places and
circumstances in which the Church ‘can become the salt of the
earth’ only through the lay faithful and, in particular, through
families.” Indeed, Amoris Laetitia invites us to take seriously
this vocation and responsibility. Families themselves participate
in the Church’s mission in the ordinary fabric of their lives,
through love and fidelity, care and forgiveness, the education of
children, their efforts in transmitting faith, attention to the eld-
erly and the vulnerable, and the many ways in which they serve
their communities and society. In all these ways, families bear
witness to the Gospel and contribute to the life and the mission
of the Church.

As Pastors, we have received the responsibility, in season

and out of season, of proclaiming the beauty of God’s plan for

marriage and the family and his call for love and tenderness.
This challenges us to accompany people as they seek to live
their vocation in the concrete circumstances of their lives.

This ministry also places us in a school of listening. The wis-
dom of the People of God reaches us through our common faith,
which enlightens all families, including situations marked by
difficulties, loneliness and at times even apparent failure. The
Lord himself patiently teaches us when we take the time to lis-
ten, and we certainly have much to learn from families.

Their lives also place before us questions that deserve to be

faced with courage. In many contexts, a growing distance has |/

emerged between the ways in which sex and intimacy are lived
and the Christian vision of marriage. Young people continue to
long for love, fidelity and belonging, yet many find it difficult to
embrace how such a vision of love can take shape in their own
lives or to believe that a lifelong commitment is the condition
for reaching what they desire. Economic insecurity, migration,
violence, loneliness and other forms of emotional fragility also
shape the choices people make and the possibilities they can
imagine for their future.

These realities raise a number of questions that we must
face with courage. What are people truly seeking beneath these
cultural changes? What do their joys and hopes, grief's and

anxieties reveal to us? Where do our pastoral language and
practices succeed in opening a path, and where do they fail to
touch people’s hearts or assist their efforts to do what is good?
What is the lived experience of families teaching us — an ex-
perience from which we have not yet fully learned? What can
we offer as formation for healthy and holy family life? In par-
ticular, what can we learn from parents as they seek to accom-
pany their children and young people in such contexts?

Fragility deserves special attention, for it can profoundly
shape the way people see themselves, their future, and even
their relationship with God and with the Church. The experi-
ence of fragility raises the question of whether we are able to
remain close to one another when life no longer corresponds to
what had been hoped for, and whether we can recognize the
work of grace even in situations marked by limits, wounds and
apparent failure.

In this respect too, the experience of families has some-
thing to teach everyone, since fragility belongs to our common
human condition and therefore also to the life of the Church.
We all know the gap between the good we desire and what we
are able to live. We need grace, forgiveness and new beginnings
to accomplish God’s will, and we learn that fidelity is itself a
grace to be received and a path to be gradually renewed, often
through trial. Recognizing this shared challenge should shape
the way we accompany one another in the Church. What kind of
Church, then, do people encounter precisely when they are
most fragile? Do our communities help them discover that they
still have a place, a responsibility and gifts to offer? Can the
truth we proclaim be encountered through the patience, close-
ness and mercy of our pastoral presence? How can we announce
to them the fullness of the Gospel’s teaching about the family?

During these days, | invite you to give such questions their
full weight. The Holy Spirit often speaks through the very situa-
tions that challenge us, and enlightens us that we may discover
how God’s mercy and the salvific grace of Christ can reach our
families today, particularly in their weakness and resilience, in
their hopes and disappointments, in their longing for commun-
ion and their search for meaning. Our task, therefore, is not
only to interpret these realities but to let them question us and
motivate our pastoral responsibility, so that the Church may

P e ™
P
7

7

v s : ’
Pope Leo XIV talks at a table with prelates and laypeople
Oct. 7, 2026, after he opened the weeklong Vatican meeting
of presidents of bishops’ conferences marking the 10th
anniversary of “Amoris Laetitia”
find renewed ways of proclaiming the Gospel, offering sacra-
mental graces, accompanying families, and making visible the
tenderness with which Christ continues to walk among his peo-

ple.

May our dialogue with one another be marked by the evan-
gelical freedom we see in the Acts of the Apostles. We can
(Continued on page 6)


https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/pont-messages/2026/documents/20260319-messaggio-amorislaetitia.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia.html
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(Continued from page ) POPELEOREFLECTIONS ON'THE JOY OF LOVING (cont)

share what has brought joy in our Churches, what has chal-
lenged us and what questions have emerged more clearly
through experience. Moreover, the diversity of the situations
from which we come can become a gift for the discernment of

Our task, therefore, is not only to
interpret these realities but to let
them question us so that we
may find renewed ways

of proclaiming the Gospel

the whole Church.

The Thematic Framework prepared for this meeting is
meant to keep the breadth of Amoris Laetitia before us and to
bring the Apostolic Exhortation into conversation with what
our Churches have experienced during these past ten years.
Let us draw inspiration from the richness of Christ’s word and
the Church’s tradition. The program has been made public so
that the People of God may accompany our work through
prayer and synodal reflection.

For our part, listening to one another, allowing what we

hear to resonate within us, and remaining attentive to the
promptings of the Holy Spirit can awaken the pastoral creativ-
ity we need in the face of new questions.
This is why our common retreat this evening, and the prayer
with which we will begin each day, are at the heart of our
work. | ask the Lord to help us gather together the fruits that
Amoris Laetitia has borne in our local Churches, so that they
may nounsh the whole Church.

| hope that, through
< the many stories you bring
from your Churches and
from different cultural
contexts, a shared narra-
tive of these ten years
may gradually take shape,
one marked by joy and
hope, and that will enable
us to face honestly the
¥\ trials and difficulties that
= remain. This will nourish
the pastoral discernment
of the Episcopal Confer-
ences and the hierarchical
structures of the Eastern
Churches. It will likewise
help the local Churches
recognize new paths, and
draw all the baptized
more deeply into the
Church’s synodal journey.
| would also ask that we all preserve the discretion and confi-
dentiality that this time of listening and discernment requires.

May the Lord give us the freedom to listen to one another,
the wisdom to recognize his work among his people, and the
courage to follow where he leads us, so that, each day, the
Gospel may become ever more fully good news for families
throughout the world. Thank you.

Pope Leo XIV leads a prayer
Oct. 7, 2026, as he opens the
weeklong Vatican meeting of

presidents of bishops’ conferences
marking the 10th anniversary
of “Amoris Laetitia”

REMEMBER SCRIP WHEN DOING
YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
PURCHASE SCRIP THROUGH OU
SCHOOL OFFICE 812-963-3335

MATER DEI HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

Students in 5th-11th grade and their
families are invited to Mater Dei's annual
Open House on Thursday, November 5th
at Mater Dei High School. Drop by anytime
between 6-8 pm to tour the campus, talk
with teachers, current students, coaches 1
and staff. Learn about our vast college and
career-readiness opportunities. Explore our
extensive extracurricular offerings. Learn more about our ex-
tensive tuition assistance program.

To RSVP and skip the registration line, scan the code or
visit materdeiwildcats.com. Contact Jill Seiler
at jseiler@evdio.org for more info. See you there!

Applications are now available for parents wishing to apply
for Mater Dei High School Tuition assistance for the 2027-2028
school vyear. Applications are available online at
www.materdeiwildcats.com; select “Enrollment”, then
“Tuition and Financial Assistance.” Hard copies will be avail-
able at Mater Dei and at our school and parish office. Ques-
tions? Please contact Jill Seiler at Mater Dei (812-426-2258 ext.
322) or email jseiler@evdio.org. There is one common applica-
tion available for Tax Credit Scholarships (SGO’s) School
Choice Vouchers, and (CEF) tuition assistance.

(Continued from page 1)

, THE JOY OF LOVING IN MARRIAGE AND FAMILY (con.)
Aside from the fact

that literally thousands of dollars are spent on wedding ceremo-
nies and receptions, weddings often become the “bride’s day”
with the groom being relegated to doing what he is told. And
many grooms willingly assent to such an arrangement — “if she is
happy, then | am happy.”

In many ways, | think these reflect a sense of individualism
that pervades our country. We believe we have the right to do
what we want to do, when we want to do it. In this context, it is
hard for people to think in terms of marriage and family being a
part of the common good of society. The folks meeting in Rome
made this statement much stronger saying that “the world has no
future without strong families.”

This sense of individualism affects our sense of who God is
and what being Catholic is all about. We tend to see this rela-
tionship as “me and God” and rarely think of how our lives might
effect others. The unspoken assumption is that what | do is my
business and no one else’s business.
That is the lens we view things, so it
is not surprising that this lens is how
we view weddings, marriages and
family.

But, we call marriage a sacra-
ment. A very old definition of sacra-
ments is that they are “signs that
give grace.” Signs for whom? Grace
for whom? Most often people see this
in individual terms—it is a sign for me
and it gives me grace. What we miss out on is the fact that mar-
ried couples give life to others. When we see their willingness to
be in relationship with each other and to do the hard work that
this often entails, they are giving life to all of us. My bet is that
most married couples do not believe that their marriage relation-
ship has little effect or influence on others. .

Despite the failure of so many marriages, people still seek a
partner to journey with in life. Why is this? | think it is because
that desire is hard wired in our souls. This desire that is deep
within all of us is another way of talking about the very nature of

(Continued on page 12)
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HAITI MISSION UPDATE

SEWING HOPE PROGRAM

We had a small class of six
ladies graduate earlier this month
on August 7. It was a lovely cele-
bration. Each year they assign a
name to the “promotion”, honor-
ing someone who has impacted
them or supported the program.
This year, they honored Karla
DeWeese. She has been a dedi-
cated member of the St. Joe Haiti
ministry for many years and is
part of the Sewing Hope support
team.

We had several challenges this past school year. It was the
first time we had to source all supplies and fabrics from Haiti
and this proved to be much more expensive than prior years.
Although this should not be a surprise, it took much longer to
get the needed items - particularly if they had to be ordered.
Delays in getting supplies caused frustration for both staff and
students.

We also hired a new Coordinator just before classes began
last year. We had a bit of a “learning curve” in defining expec-
tations and job responsibilities. And then there was the chal-
lenge of aging equipment in the classroom. Several machines
could not be repaired adequately, resulting in a shortage of
available machines throughout the year. We did purchase two
machines mid-year, but then it took well over two months for
them to be delivered.

A huge thank you to Greg Head who visited Haiti this past
spring. He was able to take many supplies for Sewing Hope for
the next school year and also conducted meetings with Pascal
(our Instructor), Edolphe (our Coordinator), and myself (via
phone). We were able to work through various issues, had great
discussions, and we look forward to a smoother year to come.

Since most supplies were purchased here and taken by
Greg, the main item they still need to purchase in Haiti will be
fabric. Also, thanks to a generous donation at the beginning of
2026, we have ordered four new treadle machines for the class-
room. We hope to take one or two electric machines down this
fall as well. It is important for students to learn on treadle ma-
chines since that will most likely be what they use after
graduation, but having a few electric machines for second year
students makes class work easier when everyone has a machine
to use.

Sewing
Hope

Plaine du Nord, Haiti

We started this past
school year with fifteen
first year students and nine
.« second year students. We

. always lose a few students
along the way for various
reasons -- relocation, diffi-
. culty affording transporta-
tion, medical reasons, not a
{l good match for the program
and so on. Nine of the start-
ing fifteen students fin-
ished their first year and six
of the starting nine second
year students graduated.
Even if they complete their
first year, not all students
have the necessary skills to
go on to the second year of
the program. Pascal deter-

Graduates model the tailored
suit-dresses they each made
for the occasion

Graduating Class from this past spring
mines if they can move forward in the program, repeat their first
year (under special circumstances) or if they should be removed
from the program. Not easy decisions, but necessary for the pro-
gram and for the students.

We anticipate fifteen first year students and seven to nine
returning as second year students for the 2026-27 school year.
The new school year will begin in early October. Pascal and Edol-
phe are in the process of taking applications and interviewing
potential students.

You have all been incredibly supportive of Sewing Hope over
the past six years. Due to the increased cost of supplies in
Haiti, the Haiti Outreach team approved an increase of $60 in
the annual sponsorship - $30 per month or $360 per year - less
than $1 a day! HOWEVER, if you are willing to continue sponsor-
ing a student and cannot pay the additional $60, we will gladly
accept the lower amount. We were reluctant to increase the
amount but felt it necessary as costs keep increasing every-
where.

At graduation in early August, Molienne Pierre was recog-
nized from the graduating class for her outstanding attendance,
grades, design knowledge and execution. She finished at the top
of the class and was awarded a sewing machine for this accom-
plishment. Following is a message from Molienne.

On this special day of my graduation, | would like to
express my sincere thanks to you. .
My heart is filled with joy and %
gratitude for everything you have
done for me. Thank you for your
patience, your advice, your en-
couragement, and your dedica- "%
tion. Through your guidance, |
have learned not only sewing,
but also important values such as
discipline, perseverance, and self
-confidence. May God continue to
bless you, give you good health,
strength, and success in every-
thing you do.

i Molienne Pierre stands
While Greg was there, the next to the sewing machine
graduates all came to campus both  she egrned in recognition

to see Greg and to have a quick of her hard work over the

video call with me. They are so
appreciative of having this opportu-
nity. It would not be possible without you! Trade schools play an
important role in the lives of the young people of Haiti. Educa-
tion is expensive and even with a university degree (if they can
afford it), there are very few available jobs. By learning a trade,
however, they can immediately use the learned skills to support
their families.

two years.

HAITI STUDENT SPONSORSHIPS
Thanks to everyone's support at our Caribbean Night Fund-
raiser last spring we were able to raise enough funds to move
forward with some major repairs to the school. Fixing: The first
phase is to remove the existing metal roof and pour a new ele-
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7) HAITI MISSION UPDATE (con.t)

vated concrete slab which will serve as the roof for now, but
will eventually be the second floor. We did raise enough
money to go ahead and construct four classrooms, one office
and one storage room. We will continue to work on raising
funds to build six additional classrooms in the future. Funds
have been sent to start the project. Father Dubois and team
are still in the pre-planning, with the intent to start removing
the existing roof very soon. Stay tuned for monthly up-
dates.

Primary and secondary student sponsors have received
an invitation to continue their support for the students they
have sponsored in the past. We have received several pay-
ments already, but still have several to go. We received word
this week that all students in grade nine passed the national
exam and will be moving on to grade ten. This is great news.
Your gift of providing an education for these students is such
an amazing gift. You are truly making a difference in the lives
of these children.

In regards to the students who are attending University
and Trade School, several of these schools just finished up
the 2025-2026 year. However, their next year will start
soon. With students going to several different Universities
and Trade schools that are not all on the same schedule cre-
ates some added challenges to the time line. We are always
looking to add more sponsors to the program.

MEDICAL CLINIC UPGRADES
We are currently working with Father Dubois and
Julenord to finalize funding for a new roof on the medical
clinic, with hopes of the new roof being installed yet this
year.

HAITI FOOD PROGRAM

It is our goal to be able to continue providing funds to
feed all 860 students and staff at St. Jacques lunch each day.
This is a huge undertaking, but we truly believe kids can
learn better when they are not hungry. We have had some
incredible support from donors and we want to thank you
all! This has enabled us to provide funds to secure food for
the first half of this coming school year . Now we begin the
work of securing the funds to provide lunch for the rest of
the year.

Their meals are pretty simple—rice and beans, with
maybe some dried peas and perhaps some fish. The menu
doesn’t change much from day to day but for so many of the
children, it is the only meal they will eat.

This effort to provide one meal a day gets even more
complicated when you factor n the difficulty of finding the
food and then getting it transported to Plane du Nord and
then keeping it in a safe place. Fortunately, Fr. Dubois, the
Pastor at St. James, has been able to find a source for food
and has a secure place to store it.

Even this simple meal costs money—about $.45 per meal.
But even this can get to be expensive when you are trying to
provide food for 860 kids and staff for each day of school. It
costs about $387 per day to feed all 860 kids and staff in
school. That is $1,935 for each week that school is in session
or about $70,000 to fund a food program for the entire
school year.

This Christmas we will again offer people an opportunity
to honor someone at Christmas and help our children get a
meal to eat during the school year. Look for the self-service
station which will be located in church this month and con-

tinue through December.

Here you will find gift cards ranging in

price from $5-100.

can

amount.
tion or send it to us through the
mail.
your card or check that the money
is for
Please email Alison Martin at al- &
ison@twc.com '

Please know that you do not have to use these glft cards.

You
make a donation of any 8 -
Just put it in the collec-

Please be sure to mark on
“Haiti Food.”  Questions?

MISSION TRIP OPPURTUNITY
And finally, if you are feeling a tug at your heartstrings to

travel to Haiti and see what it’s all about, please reach out to me
or someone on the St. Joe Outreach team. We would love to have
new travelers join our teams. There is a small group going in No-
vember and several others have expressed an interest in going on a
trip next spring. The best way to grow this ministry is for new peo-

ple
you
us.

to build relationships with our brothers and sisters in Haiti. If
have felt the calling to go on a mission trip, please reach out to

VETERANS DAY-- ATIME TO REMEMBER,

GIVE THANKS AND TO PRAY FOR PEACE

Below is a list of all the peo-
ple from our parish who have, at
one time or another, served in
the armed forces. We give
thanks for their willingness to
serve and be a part of something
bigger than their lives.

ﬂ CZ/Zé JW&

VETERANS

VT
e EE

Ron Angermeier Josh Henderson Bob Singer
Randy Appler Jim Hermann Tony Tenhumberg
Bob Baehl Frank Hertel Sam Thompson

Rodney Baehl
Bob Beshears
Tim Bishop

David Conaway
Jim Butler
Mike Collins
Al Debes
Eric Douglas
Bob Duncan

Chick Duncan

Dave Duncan
Michelle Duncan
Rick Elpers
Jim Fechtmeister
Dick Fehrenbacher
Jack Fleeger
Tom Folz

Mike Forcum

Scott Gaiser
Cyril Gerteisen
Fred Gries
Larry Gries
Fred Happe
Larry Happe
Jude Hays

 —
WENTY-ONE

’ \
— L

PS B g
' VETERANS DAY

Don Hutchinson
Bud Jarboe
John King

Will Kirk
Scotty Kirk
Ray Kissel

Danny Knight
Bill Layman
Jon Locklar
Corey Loehr
John Luigs
John Manger
John Maurer
Joe Mayer

Robby Mossberger

Paul Ondash
Jesse Quinlin
Jim Scheller
Tony Scheller
Dave Schlichting
Cale Schnaus
Dennis Schneider
Chip Schwartz
Dave Seib

>

*‘V‘

Richard Warren
Amanda Warren
Don Weis
Nathan Werner
Vince Werner
Allen Whitehouse
Jordan Wilkinson
Steve Willis
Gary Wunderlich

REMEMBERING
THOSE ON
ACTIVE DUTY
Gretchen Forcum
Evan Collins
Katie Duncan
Daniel Werner
Zoe Schell
Chase Gerteisen
Troy Gerteisen
Isaac Nicholson
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) \ Be an island of mercy in
/)I \5\ a sea of indifference.
God's Pope Leo
w can all do small things with great love.
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta
Campaign for Human Development. Currently 38 million people
in the United States live in poverty. This collection funds pro-
grams that empower local communities to address the chal-
ment supports those living in poverty across the country. It
identifies and addresses the unique obstacles people face as
; L - they work to lift
poverty. In addi-
tion, 25% of the
 funds we collect
cese to fund local
anti-poverty  pro-
b jects. By supporting
are giving those on
the margins a hand
up, not a handout.

MISSION OUTREACH
Not all of us can do great things, but we

Our special collection this month supports the Catholic
lenges they face. The Catholic Campaign for Human Develop-
themselves out of

¥ remain in our dio-

this collection, you

Please be generous.

ON THE MARGINS

Support the
Catholic Campaign for Human Development

Thanks to all the people who came for-
ward to donate blood on October 25.
Thanks as well to Imogene Baehl and the
other members of her crew for taking care
of all the details for the blood drive. Your
gift of time helps save lives!

THANKS!

JENNIE PUCKETT HONORED WITH

GOLDEN HOOISER AWARD
Congratulations to Jennie
Puckett, SWIRCA (Southwest
Indiana Regional Council on Ag-
ing) & More's Golden Hoosier
Award winner (the highest
award bestowed upon a volun-
] teer in the state of Indiana)!
Jennie's heart for helping others
® shines through her volunteerism
not only at SWIRCA but through-
' out the community. Her kind-
, " ness, compassion, and dedica-
tion make a meaningful difference in the lives of so many! Please
join us in congratulating Jennie on the very well-deserved honor!

We continue to accept donations
) food for the St. Vincent dePaul Food
P ﬂﬂtf’y Pantry each weekend....just a jar
0| Meeds of peanut butter, a bag of beans or
a box of oatmeal or cereal...that's all.

— |

Thanks...for a job well done!

One group of faithful workers in our par-
ish is our faithful mowing crews. Not only
do their efforts save us thousands of dollars
in labor costs, but also their efforts keep
our parish campus looking beautiful. So
now we take this time to extend a big
thanks to them. We owe a special note of thanks to Jerry
Happe for servicing all the mowers, trimmers, and leaf blow-
ers! That work involved countless hours each week making
sure that when our mowing crews came to work, their equip-
ment was always ready for them to use.

Dan & Mary Ruth Lasher Don & Debbie Baumgart
Bob & Mary Kay Ted Zirkelbach
Fehrenbacher Herman Schmitt, Jr.

Matt & Tim Voelker Mike Forcum
Cale Schnaus Don & Carolyn Hutchison

Ron Eickhoff Neal Dossett
Steve Jung Eugene Schmitt
Mike & Gabe Jung Mike & Michelle Reffett
Danny & Linda Kares Rich Harpenau

Gary Gries Nathan Dosher
Stu Gibbs Randy Tenbarge
Paul Stewart Steve Muensterman

Tom Elsner Becky Heidorn
Stan Love Brad Ruminer

Brian Elpers Rob & Dana Grasso

Joey Arnold Blake Wilderman

Paul Stewart
Josh Elfreich

Kevin Hartz
Steve & Marcia Frey

Alan Blankenberger Larry Elfreich

Becky Dosher Joey Arnold
Matt & Ron Ubelhor Roger Hall

Tom Folz Gene Schmitt
Allen & Barb Rexing Don Weis

Jerry & Cindy Happe
Bill Layman
Mark & Ethan Messal

Morgan Jones
Dan Voelker

Rick & Pauline Elpers Mike Ennis
Brad Schnur Jude H‘_JVS
Jim & Jane Scheller Mike Wiley
Austin Polk Jim & Jane Scheller
Barry Polk Randy Fehrenbacher
Randy Kuester

Lawrence Schentrup
Rob & Dana Grasso
Mark & Charlotte Schmitt

Did we miss anyone?
Let us know. Thanks!

LET’S GO HOG WILD FOR THE HOMELESS
e
7

In conjunction with the Men’s Club Sau-
sage sale this month, we’d like to provide
sausage to the homeless shelters in Evansville
and to the St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry.
We’ll have a special collection after the
Masses on the weekend of October 31 and
November 1. You may also send your finan-
cial contributions to the parish office.



https://www.facebook.com/jennie.jeff.puckett?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZjGrfuQcd75ntcqcYdO_A8A-XS2Ais8uVAUdjZuPFnY8OMVAr9S6nbN7QJgfhtFsQQD5cx5FVuECG0zQSsdN36MEUv4kkU2-GsEq45J6WgtxvHLM57QrZe7LM_tYqm-TIpNJo1tXBg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/jennie.jeff.puckett?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZjGrfuQcd75ntcqcYdO_A8A-XS2Ais8uVAUdjZuPFnY8OMVAr9S6nbN7QJgfhtFsQQD5cx5FVuECG0zQSsdN36MEUv4kkU2-GsEq45J6WgtxvHLM57QrZe7LM_tYqm-TIpNJo1tXBg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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SUNDAY

Day of Prayer 1
Tuesday 6 am W¢dnesday 6 am

or Vocations

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
] 8 -10:30 Mass 2 Boot Camp 5AM 3 7:30 am 4 5 NO MASS 6 Boot Camp 5 AM 7
Coffee & Donuts Eucharistic Mass Boot camp 5:00 Mater Dei 7:30 am MASS Sausage Sale
9 am Adoration 7:30 am Mass Open house Men’s Club Pick Up 7-10
Family Religion 7am-7pm Becoming Parish Staff 6-8 pm Making Sausage Sacrament of
Class & RCIA 9 am 6:30 Mass Catholic 12-2 pm Chicken Dinner 1-6 pm Reconciliation
1st Communion Rite 6:30pm That Man Is Benefit for Communion 4-4:40 PM
of Enrollment 10:30| [Fyyarnmyegees. = . Y . . to the 5 pm Mass
Food Pantry Collection | [SSSEEEEN ou 5'3,0 pm Bl'll Cody Homebound Haiti & Food
Last Day to Foundations of Drive Thru
Order Sausage : Faith 6:45 pm Pickup 5-7 pm Pantr_y
Collection
8 8 & 10:30 9Boot Camp ] OMass 7:30 am ] ] Boot Camp ] 2N0 MASS ] 3 Boot Camp ] 4
Mass 5am Becoming 5am 5am Sacrament of
Food Pantry Eucharistic Catholic 7:30 am MASS 7:30 AM MASS Reconciliation
Collection Adoration 6:30pm Parish Staff Altar Society 4-4:40 PM
Children’s 7am-7pm D That Man Is Meeting Communion to
Liturgy of the 6:30 Mass (- VETERANS-) You 5:30 6:30 PM the Homebound Mass 5 pm
Word 10:30 Knights of N D&Y/ Foundations of
St. John Meeting | School Program Faith 6:45 pm Senior Citizens
7 pm

Gathering 1 pm

Food Pantry
Collection

] 5 8 & 10:30

] 6 Boot Camp

17

] 8 Boot Camp

19

2 O Boot Camp 2 ]
Mass 5am 7:30 am Mass 5am NO MASS 5am Sacrament of
Food Pantry Eucharistic 7:30 am Mass 7:30 AM MASS Reconciliation
Collection Adoration First Parish Staff PTO 6:00 pm Communion 4-4:40 PM
Farrg}:y class and 7am-7pm Reconciliation Meeting Noon | Haiti Ministry to the
ildren’s . . -
Liturgy 10:30 6:30 Mass Service 6 pm Committee Homebound Mass 5 pm
Campaing for Human| ~ School Board That Man Is  |[Meeting 6:30 pm
Development Meeting 6 pm Becoming You 5:30 Food Pantry
Collection Men’s Club Catholic Foundations of Collection
Meeting 7 pm 6:30pm Faith 6:45 pm
2 2 8 & 10:30 2 3 Boot Camp 2 47:30 am 2 5 Boot Camp 2 68:00 am 2 7 NO MASS 2 8 Sacrament of
Mass 5am Mass 5am Thanksgiving Communion Reconciliation
Children’s Eucharistic 7:30 am MASS Day Mass to the 4-4:40 PM
Liturgy of the Adoration SCHOOL BREAK That Man Is Homebound _ Mass5pm
. . Haiti & Food Pantry
Word 10:30 7am-7pm NOV. 23-DEC. 30 You 5:30 .
Food Pantr Foundations of Collection
ntry . MARY MOTHER OF
Collection 6:30 Mass Faith 6:45 pm iy GOD MSSION
e R COLECTION
2 9 8 & 10:30 3 O Boot Camp ] 7:30 AM Mass 2 Boot Camp5 am 3 NO MASS 4 5 Sacrament of
Mass 5 am 7:30 am MASS Reconciliation
Children’s Liturgy of Eucharistic Parish Staff Noon 4-4:40 PM
thFe V\Go;;d 1 t():30 Adoration NA.\ FMa<SjSP5 p[n
00 antry _ 00 antry
Collection 7am-7pm Collection
MARY MOTHER OF .
GOD MISSION 6:30 Mass APVENT—
COLLECTION

Sunday, November 1 9am
Coffee Juice & fFeff;

’-\J

Breakfast Treats & ““da)’d~

HAVEYOU NADEYOUR PLEDGETO . -
QUR CATHOLC MINISTIRES APPEA

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES

APPEAL

YOIR

I
HAVE YOU BOUGHT

ST.JOE & MATER DE

LOTTERY TICKETS!




THE CARPENTER—November, 2026 Page 11
IT'S GOOD TO DO BUSINESS WITH OUR ST JOSEPH ADVERTISERS

GOEDDE DRYW,, L@bLEHM AN MUENSTERMANS  ZorvUZZN 62
9825 St. Wendel Road i i, AP WIN
Evansville, IN 47720 [ROOFING, ING] MOOWFrenkinST e, oopm o rvting g DR QW NING

b 812-424-5000 =W§=
(81 2) 457-560Q COMMERCIAL . INDUSTRIAL Q Ry OUBOW DBWFMMINR o ey e de el
ROOFING PROFESSIONALS ~ -% 800-348-0356 Evansville, IN 47712

TOM GOEDDE  Parishioner (812) 426-1111 T muenstermanauto@Emailcom  yuy couthwestgafixeom oL 2), £ 20-2890

= e TRUCKING - EXCAVATING - FARMS PE
’ APPE Dy 5 . SO, = Donut

HEATING

seawadl Niemeier P
o Rl Srtorories. LS Rdm““"d“'ﬁﬂgrv

2 ALk sl (812) 422-8046 Phone 812-424-5077  Fax 812-424-5061
872-425-9464 wwwdexterousmold.com KoM PAmmieicigsl0Is2c Y MIE o o

S PAETTI © CountryMark. Jake SChIﬁ
CONSTRUCTION M"‘ze German American Bark 555 W) G Director

BRICK - BLOCK -STONE germanamerican.com u BROTHEF The Bemardin Schiff Grou
FIREPLACES - CONSTRUCTION mgg::sTRAg:gEi E X fes]in) (812)962-2265 g@p 3. . mms ¢ . Private Wealth g12- 428_514;
812-305-5942 s concc St. Joe Mini-Mart  vanagement

@p» PIERRE QTJOE e NSBETINN

/
905 W. COLUMBIA ST, Funeral FHome JODI FEHRENBACHER  (812) 9639305 .

EVANSVILLEIN8124264575  §12-423-6471 812-963-9310 812-480-8886 World's Coldest Beer&F]nest )
Heating or AC Repair Save $35 || N | FREEMAN, WILL & F

..... on our professional heating or AC repair service, NIEMEIER INC )/\
This offer may not be combined with any other Financial Consultants |-} i =
discounts and does not apply to previous service 1 91 9 W. Franklln 1 033 Mt. Pleasant Road
812-425-1030 Evansville, IN 47725
Randy Folz

;ﬁﬁg:sgw& 812-425-8435 V JOIN u Patﬂd(mean PEvanmean (812) 760-4120

HAITI MINISTRY wooo SPECIALTIES

ST.JOE LOTTERY @:D
& MD TREASURE  ZjEermer STUDENT
THE TRADITION OFFICE 812-477-1515 SPONSORSHIPS MOLDINGS DOORS -STAIRS

LOTTERY TICKETS  STEME S Ssome | oo pmisrrey AN ES_ o2t
ON SALE NOW CENTRAL CHAPEL 626 FIRST AVE. DRY CLEANING & LAUNDRY EVANSVlU.E. IN FAX812-963-8978

AUTOWHEEL&RIM | "'SS'ON TRIPS | 4 TODNEMEERDD

> REALTOR®
%assem Iefs SERVICE COMPANY, INC. MEDICAL CLINIC MORGAN HUSSMANN 0D Like a trusted friend..
FIREPLACES ® PATIO FURNITURE ® GRILLS ® SPAS TRUCK PARTS 4 2%1;&;;81'3': _,S;qezet helping you buy or
. ’ sell your house
812'423'3157 SEWING HOPE NS (812) 425-5131 '
= TP . 1208-1212 E.ast Morgan Avenue | SPONSORSH IPS 812-459-6729

Evansville, IN 47711 Professional Eyecare Associates

812-479-6338 4
Vol FEHRENEACHER ¢ FAL W2 S

%J 1150 S GREEN RIVER RD

(KON CUSTOM CABINETS & COUNTERTOPS —Attomeys at Law— 2701 Mesker Pk, Evanswlle AT
pesesy 3408 N FIRST AVENUE SPECIALTY FINISHES - APPLIANCES 123 Locust Street (81 2) 464- 1086
Drive-Up Wslfjiz\-f/zss (812)963-3377 ||| FCI3.COM 81 2_423_31 43 Mark Messal DVM CHEVY | CADILLAC | TOYOTA | COMMERCIAL TRUCKS

Perscriptions —- Free Delivery UEBELHOR.COM - 812.482.2222

st. Joe f’(p mw Strank

FPHOTO@RAPFNY 1 f / 5
Vate"'}taarly I—\Iﬁ 12820 Cynthiana Rd « Evansville, IN 47720 R ] \ l R \ ] [) l A_~
P °sPARD 8T2 S Fexdto 812.963.5014 CAPITAL MANAGEMENT GROUP HOFFMAN
c i Iq I HIAIq ma ﬂ' “ %a ﬂﬁ! SENIORS - CHILDREN - FAMILIES - WEDDINGS - PETS
EVANsslvmn.LE,_34“4'7vzo 14930 Bonder Rd Evansville,IN 47720 www.straubphotography.com

= ¥l Evansville Dentist MA GA El MM P. 1
Morherer %’ Creating Beautiful Smiles RGARET KIMMEL, CFP® 51 ys for genertions to come!
C o mrf*“fm'“ Jason M. Kuester, DDS, ucl Vice President, Investments “””EIDER
WONLNENT GLEANG _[i(gnt

- Financi

E l‘n_-mm Evanswille, IN HAPPE & DUBORD CoNsTRucnoN 1331 W. Boonville-New Harmony Road + Evansville, IN 47725 gl-fi a?i‘ @5 HEAT & AIR
o | phone 812.867.6428 * fax 812.867.7494 RAYMOND JAMES
SYTYC LTl 812-205-3734 ta the vescue! 428-COOL

w00dy's Septlc System JOIN THE 7501 Eagle Crest Blvd, S TMUB

Evansville, IN 47715 A
MARTIN WOODWARD, OWNER Ca roen ter HO‘LU@RS & MORQ Raymond James $ Associates , Inc =~ OUTDOOR POWER

1000 W. Franklin Street, Evansville, IN 47710 Member of the New York Stock E Toro - Ariens - Gravely - Stihl - Sales & Service
We Install New Systems Soci ety o, c:;gi;soch eCF"EPWBO(:rd ov(:f\s tlre www.strauboutdoorpower.com
Pump Out and Repalr Old Systems = Remember St. Joseph 7 - CPCO® 14101 Highway 65 (812) 963-5024

812-963-8026 or 812-457-0527 Parish in your will - 2 Evansvill, IN47720 Fax (812) 963-8381
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT ADVERTISING IN OUR NEWSLETTER CALL 812-963-3273



ST JOSEPH
CATHOLIC CHURCH and SCHOOL

6202 WEST ST. JOSEPH ROAD
EVANSVILLE, IN 47720

OFFICE: 812-963-273 PRAYER CHAIN: 812 -963-3149
SCHOOL: 812-963-3335 Fax: 812-963-3337

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday—5 PM
Sunday—8 & 10:30 AM

Fr. Gene Schroeder—Pastor
E-mail gschroeder@evdio.org
Ms. Kristan Gilles—Director of Liturgy
E-mail kgilles@evdio.org
Mrs. Kelsey Meier—Principal
E-mail kmeier@evdio.org
Mrs. Julie Kempf—Secretary
E-mail jkempf@evdio.org

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

“St. Joseph Vanderburgh County” and
“St. Joseph School Vanderburgh County”

(Continued from page 6)  THE JOY OF LOVING IN MARRIAGE AND FAMILY (con.t)
God. God is always inviting us to make our world bigger. And
when we respond to this desire we find that making room in our
lives for another gives more meaning to our lives. In the best of
times, when couples who
journey together as husband
and wife, they cannot imag-
ine life without their part-
ner.

God teaches us that
love must always be outgo-
ing and open to others. In
> marriage we believe that
this call to be outgoing is
best reflected in the open-
ness to bringing new life
into the world. That is
why the challenge for mar-
ried couples is “how shall we be open to sharing our life with the
world.” Beyond this, married couples are challenged to be good
stewards of the great gift they have of bringing new life into the
world through children.

Much was said from the people gathered at this special
synod about the need for couples to be adequately prepared for
marriage. But it has been my experience that couples come to
church only after they have decided to get married. At this
point they have already made an emotional commitment to the
marriage and it is hard for them to reflect on what marriage is
and do they really understand what they are about to enter into.
So much of this is understandable. After all, what did | under-
stand about being a priest when | was ordained? If you asked me
at the time, | would have told you that | knew what | was doing
and was freely choosing to do it. But no, having been around
the block a few times, | find more truth in the saying, “if | knew
then what | know now.”

| think we have to allow for young couples to grow in matur-
ity through the years. At the same time, we live in such a super-
ficial world that it is challenging for young folks to reflect
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deeply upon what being married is all
about. The fact that fewer people
are even getting married in the
church means that more often than
not, any kind of marriage preparation
is non existent.

And yet, still we are called to the
ideal of marriage and family. What
happens when we don’t achieve this?
We have to remember that our God is
always a God of compassion and
mercy. So how do we hold these two

ideals?  Pope Francis, in Amoris MARRIAGE: A SIGN

Laetitius emphasized the mercy of INSTITUED BY 60D
God. That did not please many in the
church who believe that Pope FrancisTHAT GIVES LIFE
was only causing confusion by his emphasis on mercy. Pope Leo
seems to following in the footsteps of Pope Francis, especially
in his call to walk with married couple and families in the midst
of the messiness of their lives. He spoke these words to those
gathered at this special synod “What kind of church...do people
encounter precisely when they are most fragile? Do our com-
munities help them discover that they still have a place, a
responsibility and gifts to offer?”

So once again, we are invited to uphold the ideal of mar-
riage and family and, at the same time, walk with people in the
midst of the brokenness and frailties of their lives.
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