
A community of joyful, active, 
faith-filled people who   
give thanks to God by   

generously sharing their  
individual gifts and talents  
to serve the needs of all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mgries@evdio.org 
              

LIKE US  
ON FACEBOOK 

St. Joseph Vanderburgh County” 
and   “St. Joseph School 

Vanderburgh County” 

 

Dear friends, 

      I heard about a survey recently in which people in our country were asked:  
“Should we treat each other with dignity.”  94% of the people agreed.  But 
then they were asked a second question:  “Have you felt treated with dignity?”  
Only 31% of the people responding said they felt treat that way.  That’s  pretty 
amazing.   For the past several weeks we have been engaged in our 40 Days for 
Life in which we say that all people are blessed with an inherent dignity from 
the unborn, to the disabled, to the migrant, to those in prison and on death 

row.   In our country, one of the documents that we hold dear is our Deceleration of Inde-
pendence, in proclaim that all men are created equal.   Truth is that we want to live in a 
world where the dignity of all is upheld.  Now, how can we do this? 
       My prayer for us is that you  be blessed even when you do not know what happens next, 
when you worry about the world we are walking toward.  May uncertainty remind you that 
you still have choices to make. Bless you with courage  for the small, faithful thing that is 
yours to do: to vote, pay attention, tell the truth, care for your neighbors, and keep showing 
up.  Carry what is yours:  a responsibility, a neighbor  a small corner of this beautiful, terri-
ble world. Bless you when you cannot see far ahead.  May you do the next faithful thing, and 
then the next, until our small acts make a path where none was visible before. 
      This week I was again thinking about the young  Dutch Jewish girl, Etty Hilllesum who 
lived in Amsterdam in the late 1930’s and early 1940’s. Facing certain death in the face of 
the German campaign to kill all the Jewish people of Europe, she did not run away from the 
world but spent her time trying to be supportive of her neighbors.  Eventually she was 
rounded up with other Jewish people and sent to the  infamous concentration camp in Aush-
witz.  Even there she tried to comfort the other inmates.  She wqas eventually murdered by 
the Nazis in November of 1943.   
     Even in the face of such horrific circumstances she would write:  Ultimately, we have just 
one moral duty: to reclaim large areas of peace in ourselves, more and more peace, and to 
reflect it towards others. And the more peace there is in us, the more peace there will be in 
our troubled world. 
      So, stop scrolling on facebook and utube.  Turn off the news.  You will not die because 
you did not hear the latest “breaking 
news.”  And ask yourself, how will I turn 
away from all the voices that urge me to 
see others with contempt?  How will I 
choose to see others with dignity?   

Leaning into the journey of life,    

Fr. Gene Schroeder 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  
PARISH GOAL  $133,345.00 
PLEDGED TO DATE $  96,895.08 72% 
NUMBER OF PLEDGES     196    38% 
AVERAGE PLEDGE     $ 494.36     

       Thanks to the following people who have  
returned  their pledge card.   

Eric & Lori Jones 
Eric & Karen McDonald 

Kevin & Kelly Pennington 
Adam Reckelhoff 

Rich & Connie Harpenau 
Donald & Renee Werner 

Michael & Donna  
Hiestand 

Danny & Carol Gries 
Amy Tenbarge 

Pat & Lavern Fleck 

Ben Niemeier 
Andy & Jessica Reckelhoff 

Paul & Beth Stolz 
Nathan & Jessica Werner 

Jeff & Patti Wittgen 

          In our Catholic Tradition, the 
month of November is traditionally a time 
to remember those who have died and 
gone before us marked with the sign of 
faith.  This year we remember especially 
these members of our parish who have 
died since last November. 

Lee Askins 

Ray Hamner 

Margaret Kafel 

Rudy Schrefer 

Janet Zirkelbach 

Marilyn Mossberger 

Jim Gries 

Steve Hasslebrinck 

Beverly Jones 

Jim Geiser 

Billy  Cody  



PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THOSE WHO 
HAVE BEEN IN THE HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME 

HERITAGE: Brenda Koester, Jack Fleeger 
HOLIDAY RETIREMNT VILLAGE:  Anna Mae Gries                                   
RIVERWALK  COMMUNITY:  Carl Kempf 
NEWBURGH HEALTHCARE:   Carolyn Pfaffman 
SOLARBRON:  Shirley Woods  

          STEWARDSHIP:  The Lord’s Way 

Today’s Psalm makes clear that we and 
everytiung we think we own actually be-
long to God instead:  “The Lord’s are the 

earth and its fullness; the world and 
those who dwell in it.”  We are stewards, 
not owners of our lives and all we possess 
OCTOBER 25, 2026    $      5,564.00 
WEEKLY BUDGET    $    15,350.00  
TOTAL INCOME TO DATE   $  218,617.94 
BUDGET TO DATE   $  260,950.00 
                       OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
 SVDP FOOD PANTRY $     5.00 
 HAITI STUDENTS  $2,800.00  
 HAITI SEWING HOPE $    360.00 

May we  continue to be blessed by your faithful financial support. 
 to our parish and to our outreach ministries.   

Remember that you can SEND YOUR COLLECTION THROUGH THE MAIL:     
St. Joseph Church   6202 W. St. Joseph Rd.   Evansville, IN 47720  

or give online at https://www.evdio.org/donate-now.html 

NOV. 1:  Ayden Elpers, Allison Gibbs, Glenn Seibert 
NOV. 2:  Magnolia Cury, Ashley Eger, Rlon Kremer, 
      Easton Luigs, Emmelyn Reffett, Tracy Watson 
NOV. 3:  Gavin Dosher, Adam Elpers 
NOV. 4:  Jenny Elliott, Bob Gibson,  
                          Leona Hayes, Samuel Lagunzad 
NOV. 5:  Conner Fehrenbacher, Austin Frey,  
                       Ken Massberg, Paul Stewart 
NOV. 6:  Jon Gourley, Leslie Hertel,  
                        Michael Hiestand, Chandler Schell 
NOV. 7:  Atlas Coughlin, Don Hutchison, Jane Kremer,  
        Jessica Reckelhoff, Sawyer Schnaus 
NOV. 1:  Dave & Sandy Schmitt, Mark & Kelly Messel 
NOV. 3:  Randy & Janice Tenbarge, Dan & Sarah Kissel 
NOV. 5:  Pat & Lavern Fleck, Jim & Diane Werner 
NOV. 6:   Dave & Becky Richter,  
                         Glenn & Debbie Seibert (50 Years!) 
NOV. 7:  Mike & Joyce Elpers,  Luke & Brook Spaetti 

 CELEBRATION OF  

THE  EUCHARIST 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31 
THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

FEAST OF ALL SAINTS 
5:00 PM MASS:  Dan Singer, Elizabeth Ann 
Singer, Nettie Ziegler, Fr. Francis Kraft 
(1884), Betty (2015) & Olin Metz 

SUNDAY, NOVEMER 1 
THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

FEAST OF ALL SAINTS 
8:00 AM MASS:   Harold Recker, Dorothy & Merlin Clark, Val-
endtine & Anna Schmitt, Joe & Einnie Schu, Caty Miller,  
Charlie Kirk, For all of the people in our parish 
10:30 AM MASS:  Lee Askins, Margaret Kafel, Ray Hamner, 
Rudy Schreffer, Janet Zirkelbach, Marilyn Mossberger, Jim 
Gries, Steve Hasselbrinck, Beverly Jones, Jim Geiser, Bill 
Cody, John Farne (1875), Rhett Harrison (1988)  

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2 
ALL SOULS DAY 

6:30 PM MASS:  John Ferstel (1871), James Smith (1981) 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3 

WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
7:30 AM MASS:  Regina Frank (1869), Philip Freppon (1888), 
Francis Helfrich (1904), Fred (1925) & Margaret Goebel,  
Dorothy(2011) & Eugene Wargel 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4 
ST CHARLES BORROMEO 

7:30 AM MASS: Norbert (2006) & Emma Yellig (2006), Alberta 
(2009) & Gilbert Fehrenbacher  

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5 
WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

NO MASS:  Victor Wolf (1982) 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6 

WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
7:30 AM MASS:  Maria Spahn (1878), Rosa (1917) & John Reis-
ing, Regina (1929) & Peter Urich, Clarence (1966) & Nadine 
Macke, Marcia (2000) & Kenny Hipp, Lee Askins (2025) 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7 
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

5:00 PM MASS:  Christina Rode (1862), Barbara Kling (1868), 
Maria Baehl (1900) 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8 
THRITY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8:00 AM MASS:  Herb, Anna Mike, Steve Russel & Anna Sum-
mers, Nichlas Schu, Billy Cody Laura Bernie, Vinda, Art  & 
Loretta Kurzendoerfer, For all of the people in our parish 

10:30 AM MASS:  Fran, Irene , Sye, 
Ronnie, & Bob Happe, Darlene & Don 
Baumgart, Clem & Rosalie Kirchoff  
Mary Jo Kirchoff Walter and Doris 
Dosher, Joseph Hartlein (1887), Syl-
vester Hartlein (1919), Walter Baehl 
(1921), Infant Jochum (1968), Carmen 
(2004) & Jack Sheridan, Herman Ten-
humberg (2004) 

 

 Becoming Catholic Tuesday evening at 6:30 pm 

 That Man is You  Wednesday evening at 5:30 pm 

 Foundations of our Faith  Study Group 

Wednesday evening at 6:45 pm.   
ALL GATHERINGS ARE HELD IN OUR SCHOOL MEETING ROOM 

A PRAYER FOR LEADERSHIP 
     Give us, O God, leaders whose hearts 
are large enough to match the breadth of 
our own souls and give us souls strong 
enough to follow leaders of vision and wis-
dom. 
     Give us the hearts to choose the leader 
who will work with other leaders to bring 
safety to the whole world.   Give us insight 
enough ourselves to choose as leaders those 

who can tell strength from power, growth from greed, leadership 
from dominance, and real greatness from the trappings of grandi-
osity. 
      We trust you, Great God, to open our hearts to learn from 
those to whom you speak in different tongues and to respect the 
life and words of those to whom you entrusted the good of other 
parts of this globe.  
     We beg you, Great God, give us the vision as a people to know 
where global leadership truly lies and to pursue it diligently, to 
require it to protect human rights for everyone everywhere.We ask 
these things, Great God, with minds open to your word and hearts 
that trust in your eternal care.  Amen. 



WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 
31—NOVEMBER 1  5 PM (L) 
Jim Hermann (EM) Sis & 
Katie Jarboe, Butch & Linda 
Feulner, 8 AM (L)  Tom Folz  

(EM) Ryan &  Stephanie Frey, Randy & Kathy Fehren-
bacher  10:30 AM (L) Steve Jung  (EM)  Becky Dosher,  
Jane Scheller, Debra Baumgart,  Al Debes 
NOVEMBER 7 & 8  5 PM (L) Toni Askins, (EM) Diane 
Woods, Eric Reffett, Peter & Jodi Fehrenbacher  8 AM  
(L) Marcia Frey  (EM)  Jalane Weber, Imogene Baehl,  
Michael Elpers,  Lisa Cook  10:30 AM:  (L) Chad Martin 
(EM)  Shane Wessel,  Diane Bassemier, Danielle We-
lage,  Doris Taylor 
ARE YOU WILLING TO SERVE?   We are always looking for 
new people to help serve at Mass by being a Minister of Com-
munion or a Lector.  Call/text us (812-499-9074) and we will 
provide all you need to serve our parish in this way. 

This week we continue  reading Pope Leo’s letter (encyclical) 
 Magnifica Humanitias:  On the protection of the human 

 person in the age of artificial intelligence 

      We must avoid the misconception of equating AI 
“intelligence” with that of human beings. These systems 
merely imitate certain functions of human intelligence. In 
doing so, they often surpass human intelligence in speed and 
computational capacity, offering tangible benefits across 
many fields. Yet this power remains entirely tied to data 
processing.  
       So-called artificial intelligences do not undergo experi-
ences, do not possess a body, do not feel joy or pain, do not 
mature through relationships and do not know from within what love, work, friend-
ship or responsibility mean. Nor do they have a moral conscience, since they do not 
judge good and evil, grasp the ultimate meaning of situations, or bear responsibility 
for consequences. They may imitate language, behavior and analytical skills, or even 
simulate empathy and understanding, but they do not understand what they pro-
duce, for they lack the affective, relational and spiritual perspective through which 
human beings grow in wisdom. Even when these tools are described as capable of 
“learning,” their way of doing so is different from that of a human person. It is not 
the experience of those who allow themselves to be shaped by life and grow over 
time through choices, mistakes, forgiveness and fidelity. Rather, it is a form of sta-
tistical adaptation based on data and feedback, which can be very effective, but 
does not imply inner growth. 

A VALUABLE TOOL THAT REQUIRES VIGILANCE  
       In light of what has been said, we can better understand why AI can be a valu-
able tool and, at the same time, why it calls for a measured and vigilant approach. 
In recent years, its private use has expanded significantly, prompting growing reflec-
tion on both the opportunities it offers and the risks tied to its rapid spread. In per-
sonal use, three aspects in particular deserve careful consideration: the ease with 
which results are obtained, the impression of objectivity and the simulation of hu-
man communication. The speed and simplicity with which information, complex 
analyses, media content and practical assistance can be accessed undoubtedly 
makes life easier. Yet they can also encourage excessive reliance and the search for 
ready-made answers, and weaken personal creativity and judgment.  
       The apparent objectivity of the responses and suggestions these systems pro-
vide can lead us to overlook the fact that they reflect the cultural assumptions of 
those who designed and trained them, with all their strengths and limitations. The 
artificial imitation of positive human communication — words of advice, empathy, 
friendship and even love — can be engaging and at times genuinely helpful. However, 
for less discerning users, it can also be misleading, creating the illusion of a relation-
ship with a real personal subject. The artificial imitation of care or support can be-
come particularly risky when it enters contexts where real relationships and emo-
tional bonds are lacking. Here, the danger is not so much that a person may believe 
they are communicating with another person, but rather that they may gradually 
lose the very desire to form genuine human connections. 
        Broadening our perspective to the use of AI in society, we see that it is now 
embedded in decision-making processes across many sectors and at multiple levels. 
The gains in efficiency and the potential to improve certain services are clear, yet 
rapidly and uncritically adopting them exposes us to a range of risks, including the 
tendency to overlook the environmental impact. Current AI systems require enor-
mous amounts of energy and water, significantly influencing carbon dioxide emis-
sions, and place heavy demands on natural resources. As their complexity increases, 
especially in the case of large language models, the need for computing power and 
storage capacity grows too, which requires an extensive network of machines, ca-
bles, data centers and energy-intensive infrastructure. For this reason, it is essential 
to develop more sustainable technological solutions that reduce environmental im-
pact and help protect our common home.  

RESPONSIBILITY, TRANSPARENCY AND THE GOVERNANCE OF AI  
      The use of AI is never a purely technical matter: when it enters processes that 
affect people’s lives, it touches on rights, opportunities, status and freedom. Impor-
tant and sensitive decisions — concerning employment, credit, access to public ser-
vices or even a person’s reputation — risk being fully delegated to automated sys-
tems that do not know compassion, mercy, forgiveness, and above all, the hope that 
people are able to change, and can therefore give rise to new forms of exclusion. 
There are clearly harmful uses, such as the manipulation of information or violations 
of privacy. Yet there is also a subtler danger, for when AI systems present them-
selves as neutral and objective, they end up reflecting and reinforcing the stereo-
types or ideological bias of their designers and developers.  TO BE CONTINUED   St. Bernard Mystery Dinner—Nov. 22  4 pm 

Mater Dei Band Craft Show—Nov. 28  9-2 

 

 

 

         THE 2027 ST. JOE MONTHLY 
LOTTERY TICKETS. Look for an 
invitation in the mail for your op-
portunity to participate.  Cost? $75.        
       
T H E 

2027 MATER DEI/MEMORIAL 
TREASURE THE TRADITION 
LOTTERY TICKETS are also  
available.  Ticket are $100.  
Contact Margie Hartman 812-
453-6826 or contact our Parish 

office (812-963-3273. 

BLOOD DRIVE THANKS...Thanks to 
all the donors , we were able to 
provide 32 units of blood to the 
local Red Cross last Sunday. Thanks 
to Imogene Baehl, Jeff & Jenny 
Puckett and Donna Blankenberger  
for hosting this event. 



 

 

 
Vice President, Investments 

Financial & Investment 
 Planning 

 
 

7501 Eagle Crest Blvd,  
Evansville, IN 47715 

Raymond James $ Associates , Inc 
Member of the New York Stock Ex-
change/SIPC  CFP Board owns the 

CPC®  

certification marks in the U.S. 
www.raymondjames.com/

Like a trusted friend… 
helping you buy or 

sell your house 

 812-459-6729 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

A FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED MONUMENTCOMPANY 
 WITH OVER 93 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE   

MONUMENTS-ETCHINGS-BRONZE-PET MARKERS 
VASES-ADDRESS PAVERS-CEMETERY LETTERING 

MONUMENT CLEANING  

Scherermonumentworks.com 

http://www.raymondjames.com/margaret_kimmel

