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A community of joyful, active,
faith-filled people who give
thanks to God by generously

sharing their individual gifts and
talents to serve the needs of all.

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday—5 PM
Sunday—8 & 10:30 AM

RECONCILATION
Saturday 4-4:45 PM

PARISH OFFICE

6202 W. Saint Joseph Road
Evansville, IN 47720
812-963-3273

SCHOOL

6130 W. Saint Joseph Road
Evansville IN 47720
812-963-3335

WEBSITE
www.stjoeco.org

PRAYER REQUESTS
(812) 963-3149

PARISH STAFF

Fr. Gene Schroeder—Pastor
gschroeder@evdio.org

Julie Kempf—Secretary
jkempf@evdio.org

Kristan Gilles—Director of Liturgy
kgilles@evdio.org

Jessica Reckelhoff—Coordinator
of Religious Education
jreckelhoff@evdio.org

Kelsey Meier—School Principal
kmeier@evdio.org

Mary Gries—School Secretary
mgries@evdio.org

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
St. Joseph Vanderburgh County”
and “St. Joseph School
Vanderburgh County”

SAINT JOSEPH

CATHOLIC CHURCH & SCHOOL

VANDERBURGH COUNTY EVANSVILLE, INDIANA ESTABLISHED IN 1841

MAY 3, 2026 THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

p- Dear friends,

Dear God,

Not sure if you’ve noticed, but the world
feels pretty unhinged at the moment. Read-
ing the news makes me feel powerless, angry,
and terrified. And because
| don’t want to feel like
that all the time, | sort of
zone out on TV and Insta-
gram, which makes me
feel better...for a minute.
Then | just feel worse,
because life is rare and
precious and we only get so many hours, and |
just spent 1.2 of them scrolling videos an
algorithm picked out just for me, because
apparently I’'m both more predictable and
more manipulable than | like to think.

So, | won’t ask for you to fix the world to
suit me because better people than | have
tried those prayers and they don’t work, so
could you maybe just help me be in this
world without letting it hollow me out quite
so much?

And if you’re not going to just fix this
stuff(which, again, | assume you’re not), then
could you help me to see where you ARE knit-
ting together what I’ve unraveled, where you
ARE ushering in reconciliation between peo-
ple who have disappointed each other again,
where you ARE quietly loving us into tomor-
row?

And please let me know what | can do
down here, even if it’s small. (And make it
obvious please, because | tend to miss the
subtle stuff). Like what kindness | can offer
that might not fix the world, but at least
help another person survive this day
on your Earth? And forgive me for not notic-
ing how often other people are doing the
same for me, because I’m too busy freaking
out. And if it’s not too much to ask, a few
more good TV shows soon? Amen.

Leaning into the journey of life,
Fr. Gene Schroeder

Jesus tells his disciples some pretty amazing things. He’s constantly trying
to calm their fears and then he tells them, “if you believe in me you will do the
works that | do and will do greter ones than these.”
of this belief, how much better would our lives be? But with all the things we
face each day, we easily become overwhelmed and then conclude that there is
very little that we can do. What do we pray at these times?
ite writers is the Lutheran Pastor, Nadia Bolz Weber.
wrote (in the form of a letter to God) for those times when we feel a little powerless in life.

Now if we could live out

One of my favor-
Here’s a prayer she

3 JOIN US TODAY AT 9 AM
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FRIDAY,JUNE 5 3 pmto7 pm
Friday Shoppers pay DOUBLE PRICE
SATURDAY, JUNE 6 7 am— 11 am

Special bag sale beginning at 9:00
Our 25th rummage sale is approaching
fast. We have such a great crew who are so
very faithful in helping each year. They work

( hard to transform the
IH 70
D:

gym into a giant show-
room. It takes a great
deal of time to sort and
price them. That’s why
we need new people to

help out.
We’ll be working each day, June 1-4 from
9 am till 7 pm, as well as the days of the
sale, June 5 & 6. Come for a day, or more,
or a few hours, here and there.

BRING YOUR ITEMS TO THE GYM
AFTER ALL MASSES ON MAY 30-31

and 9AMTO 7 PM JUNE 1,2 & 3.
Wednesday, June 3 is the last
day we will accept items
We regret that NO Console TV’s, Computers,
Electronic Devices or Tires will be accepted

Food and Drinks will be also be
available during the sale.

KUCHENS St. Anne Altar Society will be
selling their famous cinnamon kuchens on
Friday & Saturday.
Come join them to help
2l make kuchens
——~— +& Thursday June 12 at noon
and Friday, June 13 at 9 am

uestions? Call P
Q R SELE,

Imogene o (@
812- 963-5221
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CELEBRATION OF

THE EUCHARIST
SATURDAY, MAY 2
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
5:00 PM MASS: Beth Hoefling
(1955), Joseph (1981) & Agnes
Scheller, Bernie Scheller, Dale
Titzer (1982), Floyd & Monie
Titzer
SUNDAY, MAY 3
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00 AM MASS: Paul Niehaus, William & Dorothy Martin,
Susan Werner, Charlie and Bertha Head, Frank &n Elizabeth
Goedde, Edward Goedde, Michael Schaefer, Ermalinda
Wargel, Arthur, Raymond, Sylvester, and Elmer Goedde.
10:30 AM MASS: Janet (Weikel) Zirkelbach Bill and Agnes
Weikel, Sr. Jacqueline Shively, Brent Glaser, OSB, Joseph
Frank (1880), Fr. John Urich (1939), Susan Gardner (2009)
MONDAY, MAY 4
EASTER WEEKDAY
6:30 PM MASS: Rose Strott (1936), Joseph (1964) & Barbara
Botzum (1964)

TUESDAY, MAY 5
EASTER WEEKDAY
7:30 AM MASS: Infant Seibert (1862), Eva Freppon (1867),
Infant Freppon (1867), Martha Gumbel (1931), Robert (1986)
& Rita (Wells) Englert (1986), Mark Folz (2015)
WEDNESDAY, MAY 6
EASTER WEEKDAY
7:30 AM MASS: August (1988) & Dorothy Kraft, Gilbert (2000)
& Alberta Fehrenbacher (2000)
THURSDAY, MAY 7
EASTER WEEKDAY
NO MASS: Ros Brack (1896), Pat Effinger (1945), Thomas
(1980) & Sophia Kelle, Rebecca Rose Scheller (2015), Rose
(2025) & Leroy Weiss
FRIDAY, MAY 8
EASTER WEEKDAY
7:30 AM MASS: Theresa Will (1875), Martha Perkins (1923),
Roscoe (1966) & Agnes Daugherty, Philip (1996) & Ruth Dun-
can Sr., Janet Payne (2018)
SATURDAY, MAY 9
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
5:00 PM MASS: Deceased Mothers, Grandmothers, Aunts and
all the deceased women who loved us, Adelhaid Hassing
(1869), Maria Trunk (1883), Joseph Baehl (1908)
SUNDAY, MAY 10
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00 AM MASS: Deceased Mothers,
Grandmothers, Aunts and all the
deceased women who loved us
10:30 AM MASS: Katharina Bender
(1888), Makenzi Mossberger (1998), |
Joseph (1999) & Winnie Schu,
David Rexing (2002), Jenny (2015) %
& Herb Langner (2015), Leroy

(2015) & Rose Weiss g own 9

In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives His disciples
—and us—a new commandment: “Love one
another.” Good stewards who spend their time
and talents in service to others are well
on theirway to fulfilling this commandment.

STEWARDSHIP: 74e Lord's Way
APRIL 26, 2026 $ 7,736.00
WEEKLY BUDGET $ 15,350.00
TOTAL INCOME TO DATE $ 620,731.78
BUDGET TO DATE $ 660,050.00
OUTREACH MINISTRIES

HAITI FOOD $ 2000.00
ST. VINCENT DEPAUL S 55.00
HOME MISSION S 60.00

May we continue to be blessed by your faithful financial support.
to our parish and to our outreach ministries. Remember that
you can SEND YOUR COLLECTION THROUGH THE MAIL:

St. Joseph Church 6202 W. St. Joseph Rd. Evansville, IN 47720

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THOSE WHO
HAVE BEEN IN THE HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME

HERITAGE: Brenda Koester, Jack Fleeger
HOLIDAY RETIREMNT VILLAGE: Anna Mae Gries, Jim Geiser
CYPRUS REHABILITATION CENTER (NEWBURGH): Steve Hasselbrinck
RIVERWALK COMMUNITY: Carl Kempf
RIVER POINTE: Beverly Jones
HAMILTON POINTE: Carolyn Pfaffman
EVANSVILLE PROTESTANT HOME: Mary Lou Davis

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

y

MAY 3: Allyson Angermeier, Emma Brown,
Margaret Coomes, Kristie Elsner, Danielle Welage
MAY 4: Brian Elpers, Lee Kissel, Austin Polk, Olivia Polk
Schelly Weidner, Brett Willis
MAY 5: Reese Grossman, Michelle Kirk, Erin Macke,
Wyatt Raben, Hank Ritter, Patti Wittgen
Robert Angermeier, Josh Price, Matt Singer
Joe Crowdus, Brooklyn Kinnaman, Ron Ubelhor
Grant Glaser, Carlie Hobbs, Pat Schapker,
Donnie Will, Shirley Woods
MAY 9: Becky Dosher, Adam Reckelhoff
MAY 4: Larry & Henrietta Happe
MAY 5: Brad & Autumn Dick
MAY 6: Zach & Jennifer Fehrenbacher,
Vince & Judy Werner, John & Bonnie Bittner (65 years!)
MAY 7: Frank & Sandy Hertel (60 Years!)
MAY 8: Bill & SDiane Layman
MAY 9: Jon & Bernette Locklar (62 Years!)

MAY 6:
MAY 7:
MAY 8:

;f\i?:z4

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY

Anna Mae Gries is turning 100! Help shower
her with cards on her birthday, May 11th. You can
send a card at: The Village at Holiday, 1200 W
Buena Vista Rd Apt 142, Evansville IN 47710

C""d'eg'igy CHILDREN (age 4 thru 2nd grade) ARE INVITED
% TO JOIN US FOR THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
AT THE 10:30 AM MASS EACH SUNDAY

~ Of the Word -

THE MONTH OF MAY IS TRADITIONALLY
THE MONTH OF MARY.

Here are some special ways to celebrate this
month. Join us in praying the rosary twenty min-
utes before each of the week- um————
end masses. We will begin at FRad s ) s

4:40 pm on Saturday and 7:40 BSAd a
am and 10:10 am. Let’s unite ?EACE ;
our prayers with Pope Leo as we pray the ro-
sary for peace in our world.

»

You can also attend a pilgrimage to the Monte Casino
Shrine at St. Meinrad which are held each Sunday in May begin-

ning at 1 pm (2 pm CST). The pilgrimages begin with an opening
hymn and a short sermon, followed by a rosary procession, litany
of the Blessed Virgin and a hymn.

Each Monday we invite people to come to pra i i
before the Bleyssed Sacran?entp from 7 am to 2:3% GUChARISUC
pm. We always looking for new people to take FYilEraios
the place of those who can no longer come for
an hour of adoration.




OUTH

)lfﬂ'%‘[&]lf’gﬂ@@ﬂ WEEKEND OF MAY 2-3: 5 PM (L) Susie

Schapker, (EM) Butch and Linda Feulner, Sis
Mﬁmsﬁ €IS ¢ Katie Jarboe 8 AM (L) Terry Drone (EM)

LECTOR 1) EVCHARSTCMNSTERS ) Randy & Kathy ~ Fehrenbacher, Tom &
Dolores Folz 10:30 AM (L) Jane Scheller (EM) Amy Cody Rachael
Schnaus, Jena & Shane Wessel
WEEKEND OF MAY 9-10: 5 PM (L) Jim Hermann (EM) Peter & Jodi
Fehrenbacher, Donald & Brandon Werner 8 AM (L) Tom Blythe (EM)
Imogene Baehl, Michael Elpers, Chick Duncan, Marcia Frey 10:30
M (L) Shane Wessel (EM) Becky Dosher, Steve Jung, Debra
Baumgart, Al Debes

ENJOY A GREAT CHICKEN DINNER

THURSDAY, MAY 27
CARRYOUT ONLY 5-6:30 QN
THE MENU: Fried Chicken, Corn, Green
Beans, Mashed Potatoes, Roll
PRE-SOLD TICKETS ONLY....available from St. Joe
Baseball Players or the Parish Office (812-963-3273)

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE ST. JOE COMMUNITY BASEBALL PROGRAM

ST. ANNE ALTAR SOCIETY SPRING DINNER

The Altar Society is inviting all
the ladies of the parish to their SPRING
PIZZA DINNER on Thursday, MAY 8th

at 6 in the school cafeteria. Make
your reservation now by calling
Donna Dippel at 812-963-5911,
Reservations need to be made by May 6th.

ﬁ F L A NT S IP2AF- E

MAY 17 from 11—12:30
IN THE SCHOOL MEETING ROOM
Bring a plant or plant starts and exchange them for
other plants or plant starts. No cost involved. Ques-
tions? Contact Hadley Kendle 812-430-4310

HOLIDAY WORLD TRIP WEDNESDAY- UNE3 ey i

Incoming 6th-outgoing 8th Graders J'quséln._s.ﬂ.ﬁéﬁl
Last day for registration is May 13. PR
$65 per Student Ticket $50 Chaperone Ticket. Price -
inlcudes ticket, bus ride, and all you can eat lunch buffet £
Contact Jessica Reckelhoff for registra- el
tion information. 812-598-1151

PRAYER FOR OUR TEACHERS
Restore their spirit and renew their passion
for sharing your wisdom and nurture their
Compassion for those You put in their charge
Transform them as they seek to transform:
guide them as they seek to guide open their minds
and hearts as they seek to open minds and hearts
to the Good News of justice and peace. Help them
listen more deeply to the world and to your Word
so they can walk with my students, attentive to the
Wisdom that calls us all to the Kingdom of God
eacien

OPPRECIAOATION
MAY 24— ter el

s THIS WEEK'S MOWING CREW: TEAM3 =

ONTHELOVEFORTHEPOOR _g

We are reading from the Apostolic
Exortation Delexi Te of Pope Leo to all
Christians on the Love of the Poor
AN INESCAPABLE CHALLNEGE
FOR THE CHURCH TODAY

At a particularly critical time in the history of
the Church in Rome, when the imperial institu- #% !
tions were collapsing under the pressure of the barbarlan invasions,
Pope Saint Gregory the Great felt it necessary to remind the faithful:
“Every minute we can find a Lazarus if we seek him, and every day,
even without seeking, we find one at our door. Now beggars besiege
us, imploring alms; later they will be our advocates... Therefore do not
waste the opportunity of doing works of mercy; do not store unused
the good things you possess.”

Gregory courageously denounced contemporary forms of prejudice
against the poor, including the belief that they were responsible for
their plight: “Whenever you see the poor doing something reprehensi-
ble, do not despise or discredit them, for the fire of poverty is perhaps
purifying their sinful actions, however slight they be.”

Not infrequently, our prosperity can make us blind to the needs
of others, and even make us think that our happiness and fulfillment
depend on ourselves alone, apart from others. In such cases, the poor
can act as silent teachers for us, making us conscious of our presump-
tion and instilling within us a rightful spirit of humility.

While it is true that the rich care for the poor, the opposite is no
less true. This is a remarkable fact confirmed by the entire Christian
tradition. Lives can actually be turned around by the realization that
the poor have much to teach us about the Gospel and its demands. By
their silent witness, they make us confront the precariousness of our
existence. The elderly, for example, by their physical frailty, remind
us of our own fragility, even as we attempt to conceal it behind our
apparent prosperity and outward appearance.

The poor, too, remind us how baseless is the attitude of aggressive
arrogance with which we frequently confront life’s difficulties. They
remind us how uncertain and empty our seemingly safe and secure
lives may be. Here again, Saint Gregory the Great has much to tell us:
“Let no one consider himself secure, saying, ‘I do not steal from oth-
ers, but simply enjoy what is rightfully mine.” The rich man was not
punished because he took what belonged to others, but because, while
possessing such great riches, he had become impoverished within. This
was indeed the reason for his condemnation to hell: in his prosperity,
he preserved no sense of justice; the wealth he had received made him
proud and caused him to lose all sense of compassion.”

For us Christians, the problem of the poor leads to the very heart
of our faith. Saint John Paul Il taught that the preferential option for
the poor, namely the Church’s love for the poor, “is essential for her
and a part of her constant tradition, and impels her to give attention
to a world in which poverty is threatening to assume massive propor-
tions in spite of technological and economic progress.”

For Christians, the poor are not a sociological category, but the
very “flesh” of Christ. It is not enough to profess the doctrine of God’s
Incarnation in general terms. To enter truly into this great mystery, we
need to understand clearly that the Lord took on a flesh that hungers
and thirsts, and experiences infirmity and imprisonment. “A poor
Church for the poor begins by reaching out to the flesh of Christ. If we
reach out to the flesh of Christ, we begin to understand something, to
understand what this poverty, the Lord’s poverty, actually is; and this
is far from easy.”

By her very nature the Church is in solidarity with the poor, the
excluded, the marginalized and all those considered the outcast of
society. The poor are at the heart of the Church because our faith in
Christ, who became poor, and was always close to the poor and the
outcast, is the basis of our concern for the integral development of
society’s most neglected members. In our hearts, we encounter the
need to heed this plea, born of the liberating action of grace within
each of us, and so it is not a matter of a mission reserved only to a
few. TO BE CONTINUED



https://www.vatican.va/content/vatican/en/holy-father/gregorio-i--magno.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en.html
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