
A community of joyful, active, 
faith-filled people who  give 
thanks to God by  generously  

sharing their individual gifts and 
talents to serve the needs of all. 
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   LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
St. Joseph Vanderburgh County” 

and   “St. Joseph School 
Vanderburgh County” 

Dear friends, 
     This past week, Pope Leo officially closed the 
Jubilee Year of 2025 by closing the holy door in St. 
Peter’s Basically in Rome.  Jubilee years, loke so 
many other things in our Catholic tradition, are 
really meant to help us once again focus on the jour-
ney of inner transformation.  At his homily at the 
mass of January 6, he reminded us again of this fact.      
         All of our lives are a journey. The Gospel 

challenges (us) not to be afraid of this phenomenon.  Let us ask 
ourselves: is there life in our Church? Is there space for something new to be born? Do we 
love and proclaim a God who sets us on a journey? 
          The joy of the Gospel liberates us. It makes us prudent, yes, but also bold, attentive 
and creative; it beckons us along ways that are different to those already traveled.  The Ju-
bilee reminds us that we can start anew, indeed, that we are still at the beginning and that 
the Lord wants his presence to grow among us as God-with-us. Yes, God challenges the exist-
ing order, for he has plans that inspire his prophets even today. God is determined to rescue 
us from both old and new forms of slavery. He involves young and old, poor and rich, men 
and women, saints and sinners in his works of mercy, and in the wonders of his justice. Al-
though the Lord does so quietly, he already makes his Kingdom sprout forth everywhere in 
the world.  
        Around us, a distorted economy tries to profit from everything. We see how the mar-
ketplace can turn human yearnings of seeking, traveling and beginning again into a mere 
business. Let us ask ourselves: has the Jubilee taught us to flee from this type of efficiency 
that reduces everything to a product and human beings to consumers? After this year, will 
we be better able to recognize a pilgrim in the visitor, a seeker in the stranger, a neighbor 
in the foreigner, and fellow travelers in those who are different? The Lord still surprises us! 
He reveals himself and lets himself be found. His ways are not our ways, and the violent do 
not succeed in controlling them, nor can the powers of the world block them.  
       Thus, dear brothers and sisters, it is won-
derful to become pilgrims of hope. It is wonder-
ful for us to continue to be pilgrims together! 
The faithfulness of God continues to amaze us. 
If we do not reduce our churches to monuments, 
if our communities are homes, if we stand 
united and resist the flattery and seduction of 
those in power, then we will be the generation 
of a new dawn.         

      Leaning into the journey of life 

Fr.  Gene Schroeder 

P.S.  As we close out the year 2025, we will be 
preparing a financial statement listing your con-
tributions for the past year.  Our hope is to have 
them available the weekend of January 24-25.  If 
you need your statement earlier than that, let us 
know so we can get your statement to you.    
      Also, we are wrapping our St. Joe Lottery 
Sales for 2026.  Be sure to get your ticket in so 
that you can be eligible for the first drawing of 
the new year.  Special thanks to all our lottery 
sellers.  If you haven’t already done so, please 
be sure to turn in your sold tickets.   
      Finally, a word of thanks for the tremendous 
support you have given to our Catholic Ministry 
Appeal Campaign.  We have exceeded our goal!  
Thanks for your love for our parish and for all 
the important work of our diocese.   

 

       It is with deep con-
cern that I am following 
the developments in Vene-
zuela. The good of the 
beloved Venezuelan peo-
ple must prevail over every 
other consideration. This must lead to the 
overcoming of violence, and to the pursuit 
of paths of justice and peace, guaranteeing 
the sovereignty of the country, ensuring 
the rule of law enshrined in its Constitu-
tion, respecting the human and civil rights 
of each and every person, and working 
together to build a peaceful future of co-
operation, stability and harmony, with 
special attention to the poorest who are 
suffering because of the difficult economic 
situation. 
       I pray for all this, and I invite you to 
pray too, entrusting our prayer to the in-
tercession of Our Lady of Coromoto, and to 
Saints José Gregorio Hernández and Car-
men Rendiles. Dear friends, let us continue 
to have faith in the God of peace: let us 
pray, and show solidarity with the peoples 
who suffer because of wars  

Pope Leo’s words at the Angelus Prayer,  
on Sunday, January 4 

https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html


 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THOSE WHO 
HAVE BEEN IN THE HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME 

HERITAGE: Brenda Koester, Christine Settle, Jack Fleeger 
HOLIDAY RETIREMNT VILLAGE:  Anna Mae Gries                                     
BETHEL MANOR:  Margaret Kafel 
CYPRUS REHABILITATION CENTER (NEWBURGH): Steve Hasselbrinck 
RIVERWALK SENIOR COMMUNITY:  Carl Kempf 
RIVER POINTE:  Beverly Jones 
HAMILTON POINTE:   Carolyn Pfaffman 
EVANSVILLE PROTESTANT HOME:  Mary Lou Davis 

STEWARDSHIP:  The Lord’s Way 

Our Baptism, like the Lord’s, is a consecration to 
service.  The bishops’ pastoral on stewardship re-
minds us that “...there is a fundamental obligation 
arising from the sacrament of baptism that people 
place their gifts, their resources—their selves—at 

God’s service in and through the Church.” 
JAN. 4, 2026     $      8,975.00 
WEEKLY BUDGET    $    15,350.00  
TOTAL INCOME TO DATE   $  354,361,29 
BUDGET TO DATE   $  414,450.00 
MAINTENANCE    $           50.00 
CHILDREN’S COLLECTION   $             5.00 

Saluting our young stewards:  Bernadette,  
Beatrice,  John, Paul, Peter Reckelhoff 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
HAITI     $ 1,820.00 
HAITI FOOD FUND   $ 2,200.00 
HAITI STUDENT SPONSORSHIS  $    400.00 
ST. VINCENT DePAUL   $        5.00 
LATIN AMERICAN COLLECTION  $      25.00 
VLADIVOSTOK MISSION   $    250.00 

May we  continue to be blessed by your faithful financial support. 
 to our parish and to our outreach ministries.  Remember that  

you can SEND YOUR COLLECTION THROUGH THE MAIL:     
St. Joseph Church   6202 W. St. Joseph Rd.   Evansville, IN 47720 

JAN. 11:  Danny Gries, Jane Luigs, Elliot Macke,  
       Jonathan Mochau, Joanie Schneider 
JAN. 12:  Evan Brosmer, Linda Feulner,  
            Debbie Preske, Greg VanBibber 
JAN. 13:  Tyler Carlisle, Mike Collins,  
                          Sarah Glaser, Steve Gries 
JAN. 14: Steve Frey, Mendy Hall, Dan Hartmann, Steve Lannert, 
Todd Lehman, Zach Schneider, Vivi Spaetti, Jacob Weinzapfel 
JAN.15:  Grant Voelker 
JAN. 16:  Dan Collins, Tom Folz, Savannah Grisby,  
Andrew McCauley, Delaney Paul, carrie Reffett, Geralyn Ruminer 
JAN. 17:  Earlene Elpers, Rhett Gambrel, Hadley Kendle,  
Emma Roemke, Beth Thompson, Doris Thornton, Allen Whitehouse 
JAN. 11:  Randy & Jeannine Schumate 
JAN. 12:  Chip & Megan Altstadt,  
                            Andrew &  Rachel McCauley 
JAN. 15:  Ryan & Stephanie Frey  
JAN. 16:  Mike & Mary Loehrlein 
JAN. 17:  Chris & Jessica Wallace 

 CELEBRATION OF  

THE  EUCHARIST 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 2026 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
5:00 PM MASS:  Fritz Martin, Jan 
Hermann, Lee Askins, Hank & 
June Preske, Marsha & Kenny 
Hipp, Sr. Ivo O.S.F (Philomena 
Weigand) (1900) Henry Storssen 
(1919), Victor (1968) & Marcella 
Brugger, Jayne Clark (2021) 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026 
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

8:00 AM MASS:  Jim & Dolores Niemeier, Paul & Marlene Has-
selbrinck, Mildred & Clarence Rexing, Joe & Anita Rexing, Al 
& Kate Schmitt, Mac & Ann Glaser, Catherine & Clarence 
Miller, Gus & Verena Bender, Jim & Dolores Niemeier 
10:30 AM MASS:  Dick & Mary Ann Klausmeier, Don & Char-
lotte Titzer, Leroy & Marilyn Jochum, Catherine Lautenschler-
ger (1872) Wilhelmus Funk (1875), Anthony Tieken (1962), 
Catherine (2010) & Clarence Miller, For all the people in our 
parish 

MONDAY, JANUARY 12 
WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

6:30 PM MASS:  Catharine Burgart (1887) Eileen(1961) & 
Wilfred Will, Kenny Hoefling (2013), Larry Hoefling (2021), 
Dick (2021) & Maryann Klausmeier  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13 
WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7:30 AM MASS:  Cyrilla Recker, Roy Thornton (1931) Infant 
Wurth (1944) 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14 
WEEKDAY IN  ORDINARY TIME 

730 AM MASS:  Cecelia (1988) & John Reising  
THURSDAY, JANUARY 15 

WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
NO MASS:  Mary (1955) & Frank Kissel  

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16 
WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7:30 AM MASS:  Leonard Joest (1875) George Beckerle (1891) 
Frank (1957) & Mary Goebel, Mary (2013) & Eugene Butler,  
Antionette (2017) & Earl Happe 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17 
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

5:00 PM MASS:  Syl Happe, Fran Happe, Don & Darlenen 
Baumgart, Jeremy Clem, For all the people in our parish 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18 
SECOND SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME 
8:00 AM MASS:  Barbara & Leo 
Schaefer, Urban & Dean Schae-
fer, Bernice Fenwick, John 
Reckelhoff 
10:30 AM MASS:  John Heerdink 
(1860), Elis Beckerle (1891), 
Agatha Mayer (1895), Martin 
Frey (1899), Secunda Henning 
(1902), Doris Rohnbacher (1937), 
Mary Seib (1948), Joseph 
Englend (1984), Nadine (2004) & 
Clarence Macke, Walter (2018) & 
Evelyn Weis  

 CATHOLIC MINISTRY APPEAL (CPC)  
  PARISH GOAL                 S131,040.00 
  PLEDGED TO DATE         $140,326.00 107% 
  NUMBER OF PLEDGES           326 68%   
  AVERAGE PLEDGE                $430.26 

    Our stewardship goal is to give  1% of our  gross income to the CMA. 
Thanks to the following people who have returned their pledge card:  

Aaron & Indy Costlow, Jean Brown, Steve & Becky Jung ST. ANNE ALTAR SOCIETY will be making 

those delicious kuchens next  Saturday, 
January 17.  We will start working at 7:30 
am in the school kitchen.  Come and join us!      



Please remember in your prayers Urban 
Schaefer, the grandfather of Brandon Hartz 

who died this past week.  May God’s peace be 
with all the members of his family.    

WEEKEND OF JANUARY 10-11: 5 PM 
(L) Jim Hermann, (EM) Diane Woods, 
Eric Reffett, Peter & Jodi Fehren-
bacher 
8 AM: (L) Terri Drone  (EM)  Imogene 
Baehl  Chick Duncan, Randy and 

Kathy Fehrenbacher 10:30 AM:  (L) Jane Scheller, (EM) 
Diane Bassemier Doris Taylor, Danielle Weledge Al Debes 
WEEKEND OF JAN. 17-18:  5 PM (L) Sis Jarboe (EM) Mary 
Loehrlein, Carolyn Hutchinson, Donald  &  Brandon Werner 
8 AM (L) Dave Schmitt (EM) Brian and Ann Craney,  Marcia 
Frey ,Terry Drone 10:30 AM (L) Jane Scheller (EM) Debra 
Baumgart,  Sally Kempf, Cecelia Koch  Kitty Deig 

We are reading from the Apostolic  
Exortation Delexi Te  of  

Pope Leo to all Christians  
on the Love of the Poor 

      CARE FOR THE POOR  
IN THE MONASTIC LIFE 

    In Caesarea, where St. Basil 
the Great was Bishop, he built 
a place known as Basiliad, 
which included lodgings, hospi-
tals and schools for the poor 
and sick. The monk, therefore, 
was not only an ascetic, but 
also a servant. Basil thus dem-
onstrated that to be close to 
God, one must be close to the poor. Concrete love was the criterion 
of holiness. Praying and caring, contemplating and healing, writing 
and welcoming: everything was an expression of the same love for 
Christ. 
       In the West, Saint Benedict of Norcia formulated a Rule that 
would become the backbone of European monastic spirituality. Wel-
coming the poor and pilgrims occupies a prominent place in the 
document: “The poor and pilgrims are to be received with all care 
and hospitality, for it is in them that Christ is received.”  
        These were not just words: for centuries Benedictine monas-
teries were places of refuge for widows, abandoned children, pil-
grims and beggars. For Benedict, community life was a school of 
charity. Manual labor not only had a practical function, but also 
formed the heart for service. Sharing among the monks, caring for 
the sick and listening to the most vulnerable prepared them to wel-
come Christ who comes in the person of the poor and the stranger. 
Today, Benedictine monastic hospitality remains a sign of a Church 
that opens its doors, welcomes without asking and heals without 
demanding anything in return. 
       Over time, Benedictine monasteries became places for over-
coming the culture of exclusion. Monks and nuns cultivated the 
land, produced food, prepared medicines and offered them, with 
simplicity, to those most in need. Their silent work was the leaven 
of a new civilization, where the poor were not a problem to be 
solved, but brothers and sisters to be welcomed. The rule of shar-
ing, working together and helping the vulnerable established an 
economy of solidarity, in contrast to the logic of accumulation. The 
monks’ witness showed that voluntary poverty, far from being mis-
ery, is a path of freedom and communion. They did not limit them-
selves to helping the poor: they became their neighbors, brothers 
and sisters in the same Lord. In the cells and cloisters, they created 
a mysticism of God’s presence in the little ones. 
      In addition to providing material assistance, monasteries played 
a fundamental role in the cultural and spiritual formation of the 
humblest. In times of plague, war and famine, they were places 
where the needy found bread and medicine, but also dignity and a 
voice. It was there that orphans were educated, apprentices re-
ceived training and ordinary people were taught agricultural tech-
niques and how to read. Knowledge was shared as a gift and a re-
sponsibility.  
        The abbot was both teacher and father, and the monastic 
school was a place of freedom through truth. Indeed, as John Cas-
sian writes, the monk must be characterized by “humility of heart… 
which leads not to knowledge that puffs up, but to knowledge that 
enlightens through the fullness of charity.” By forming consciences 
and transmitting wisdom, monks contributed to a Christian peda-
gogy of inclusion. Culture, marked by faith, was shared with sim-
plicity. Knowledge, illuminated by charity, became service. Monas-
tic life thus revealed itself as a style of holiness and a concrete way 
to transform society.                     TO BE CONTINUED 

 
 

 Women's Bible Study Friday  from 8:30-10 am   
We will meet in the school meeting room.  We’re studying 

the Acts of the Apostles.  Childcare Provided 

 That Man is You  Wednesday, at 5:30 pm in the 

school meeting room.   

 Foundations of Faith covering the catechism 

through videos and reading.   Wednesday at 6:30 
pm in the meeting room 

For information contact Jessica Reckelhoff,  
email  jreckelhoff@evdio.org, 812-598-1151  

        WE’RE WRAPPING UP OUR SALES FOR THE 2026 ST. 
JOE LOTTERY.   Be  sure to get your name in the pot to be 
eligible for our first drawing of the year. Call the parish 
office and we’ll deliver the tickets to you!  We need all  our 
ticket sellers to return their  sold tickets to the office this 
next week so we can wrap up our sales for this 
year’s lottery.  MATER DEI/MEMORIAL TREAS-
URE THE TRADITION LOTTERY TICKETS are also 
Available.  Call Margie Hartmann (812-453-6826) 
or the parish office (812-963-3273).  

Students in grades 6-8  Ice Skating Night 
at Swonders Ice Arena on Saturday, Janu-
ary 17th from 4-6 pm.  $10.00 per per-
son.  Call/text Jessica Reckelhoff  (812-

598-1151) or email jreckelhoff@evdio.org for details.  

 

Register on line at St. Joe Facebook. $50/person  Or  
contact Jessica Receklhoff (jreckelhoff@evdio.org)  

or Rachael Schnaus (rschnaus@yahoo)  
to register or for questions.  



 

 

  
  

A FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED MONUMENTCOMPANY 
 WITH OVER 93 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE   

MONUMENTS-ETCHINGS-BRONZE-PET MARKERS 
VASES-ADDRESS PAVERS-CEMETERY LETTERING 

MONUMENT CLEANING  

Scherermonumentworks.com 

 

5625 PEARL DR EVANSVILLE, IN 

7 W. MAIN ST  POSEYVILLE, IN 

 

 

 
Vice President, Investments 

Financial & Investment 
 Planning 

 
 

7501 Eagle Crest Blvd,  
Evansville, IN 47715 

Raymond James $ Associates , Inc 
Member of the New York Stock Ex-
change/SIPC  CFP Board owns the 

CPC®  

certification marks in the U.S. 
www.raymondjames.com/

Like a trusted friend… 
helping you buy or 

sell your house 

 812-459-6729 

 

http://www.raymondjames.com/margaret_kimmel

