Tibohine National School		SESE Policy

[image: ]
Social, Environmental and Scientific Education (SESE) Policy


1. Introduction

This policy outlines the whole-school approach to the teaching and learning of Social, Environmental and Scientific Education (SESE) in accordance with the Primary School Curriculum (1999). SESE comprises History, Geography and Science and contributes significantly to the holistic development of each child by fostering curiosity, critical thinking, and an appreciation of the environment.

This policy has been developed collaboratively by the teaching staff and reflects the context of a 3-teacher, small rural DEIS, multi-grade primary school.

2. Rationale
SESE enables children to:
- Develop knowledge and understanding of their local environment and the wider world
- Acquire skills of investigation, enquiry and critical thinking
- Foster a sense of identity, belonging, and stewardship
- Appreciate the interrelationships between human activity and the natural environment

In a rural setting, particular emphasis is placed on local studies, environmental awareness, and experiential learning.

3. Vision and Aims

Vision
To provide a broad, balanced and engaging SESE programme that nurtures informed, responsible and environmentally conscious citizens.

Aims
In line with the 1999 curriculum, we aim to:
- Enable the child to acquire knowledge, concepts and skills in History, Geography and Science
- Encourage curiosity and a sense of wonder about the natural and human environment
- Develop informed attitudes towards environmental care and sustainability
- Foster respect for cultural heritage and diversity
- Promote active learning through investigation and discovery



4. Curriculum Planning

Whole-School Approach
- Teachers engage in long-term and short-term planning to ensure a broad and balanced curriculum
- A two-year cycle plan is implemented to cater for multi-grade classes and prevent repetition
- Integration across SESE subjects and with other curricular areas is encouraged where appropriate

Time Allocation (per week)
- Infants: 45 minutes (integrated SESE)
- 1st–2nd Classes: 1 hour
- 3rd–6th Classes: 1 hour 30 minutes

5. Methodologies
A variety of methodologies are employed, including:
- Active learning and guided discovery
- Talk and discussion
- Use of the local environment
- Fieldwork and outdoor learning
- Story and narrative (especially in History)
- Investigation and experimentation (Science)
- Map work and spatial awareness (Geography)
- Use of ICT where available

Multi-grade teaching strategies include:
- Differentiated tasks
- Group and pair work
- Thematic integration

6. SESE Content by Subject

History

Infants:
- Developing awareness of past and present
- Personal and family history
- Stories from the past


1st–2nd Classes:
- Continuity and change
- Local history and heritage
- Story-based historical understanding

3rd–6th Classes:
- Strand Units: Local studies, Early people and ancient societies, Life, society, work and culture in the past, Politics, conflict and society
- Emphasis on Irish history within a broader global context
- Development of skills: chronology, evidence, empathy

Geography

Infants:
- Exploring and caring for the environment
- Awareness of natural and human features

1st–2nd Classes:
- Local environment
- Weather and seasonal changes
- Simple mapping skills

3rd–6th Classes:
- Strand Units: Human environments, Natural environments, Environmental awareness and care
- Map skills, globes and atlases
- Study of Ireland, Europe and the wider world

Science

Infants:
- Living and non-living things
- Materials
- Simple investigations through play

1st–2nd Classes:
- Plants and animals
- Energy and forces
- Materials and change

3rd–6th Classes:
- Strand Units: Living things, Energy and forces, Materials, Environmental awareness and care
- Scientific investigation skills: observing, predicting, experimenting, recording

7. Assessment
Assessment is integral to teaching and learning and includes:
- Teacher observation
- Work samples and portfolios
- Projects and investigations
- Oral questioning and discussion
- Teacher-designed tasks and tests
Assessment informs future planning and differentiation.

8. Differentiation
Teachers cater for the diverse needs of pupils by:
- Adjusting content, methodologies and expected outcomes
- Providing additional support or extension activities
- Using flexible grouping strategies
- Collaborating with support teachers where necessary

9. Resources
Resources include:
- Textbooks and supplementary materials
- Local environment (farms, rivers, heritage sites)
- Maps, globes and digital resources
- Science equipment and materials

An audit of resources is conducted regularly.

10. Environmental Awareness and Sustainability
The school promotes environmental responsibility through:
- Recycling initiatives
- Energy conservation practices
- Participation in environmental programmes (e.g. Green Schools)
- Care of school grounds and biodiversity

11. Equality of Participation and Access
All pupils have equal access to the SESE curriculum regardless of gender, background, or ability. Inclusive practices are embedded in teaching approaches.

12. Health and Safety
- All activities, particularly fieldwork and experiments, are conducted with due regard for safety
- Risk assessments are carried out where necessary
- School policies on health and safety are strictly followed


13. Links with Parents and Community
- Parents are informed of SESE activities and may be involved in local history or environmental projects
- The local community is a valuable resource for learning (e.g. local historians, farmers, heritage sites)

14. Review and Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed regularly in light of:
- Teacher experience
- Pupil outcomes
- Inspectorate feedback (e.g. WSE)
- Curriculum developments


15. Ratification

This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on: __________

Signed: _________________________ (Chairperson)
Signed: _________________________ (Principal)



Date of next review: __________ Introduction
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