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1. Introduction
This policy outlines the whole-school approach to the teaching and learning of Mathematics in our small rural DEIS primary school. It reflects the principles and structure of the revised Primary Mathematics Curriculum and is designed to support high-quality teaching and learning.

This policy has been developed collaboratively by staff and takes account of our multi-grade setting, DEIS context, and commitment to improving outcomes for all learners.

2. School Context
- Three mainstream classrooms (multi-grade)
- Participation in DEIS (Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools)
- Mixed ability range with a focus on inclusion and support
- Strong links with parents and local community

3. Rationale
Mathematics equips children with essential life skills including problem-solving, reasoning, and logical thinking. In our DEIS context, particular emphasis is placed on:
- Developing mathematical confidence and positive dispositions
- Supporting numeracy development for all learners
- Closing attainment gaps through targeted teaching and intervention

4. Vision and Aims

Vision
To create a stimulating, inclusive and supportive learning environment where all children develop confidence and competence in Mathematics.

Aims
In line with the revised curriculum, we aim to:
- Develop children’s understanding of mathematical concepts and relationships
- Promote problem-solving, reasoning, and critical thinking
- Foster positive attitudes towards Mathematics
- Enable children to apply Mathematics in real-life contexts
- Support language development through mathematical talk
- Ensure equity of access and participation for all pupils

5. Curriculum Overview
The Mathematics curriculum is organised around interconnected strands, with an emphasis on:
- Mathematical proficiency (understanding, fluency, reasoning, problem-solving)
- Integration of skills and concepts
- Use of rich tasks and real-life contexts

Strands (Overview)
- Number
- Algebra
- Shape and Space
- Measures
- Data

6. Time Allocation
- Junior Classes (Infants): 50 minutes daily
- Middle & Senior Classes (1st–6th): 60 minutes daily

Additional time is allocated for:
- DEIS numeracy initiatives
- In-class support / team teaching
- Intervention programmes

7. Planning and Organisation

Whole-School Planning
- A two-year cycle plan is in place to support multi-grade teaching
- Teachers collaborate to ensure progression and continuity
- Curriculum mapping ensures all strands are covered

Classroom Planning
- Teachers prepare long-term and short-term plans
- Learning outcomes are clearly identified
- Differentiation is embedded in planning

8. Methodologies

The revised curriculum promotes child-centred, active learning approaches. Teachers use:
- Guided discovery and inquiry-based learning
- Talk and discussion (maths talk)
- Use of concrete materials and manipulatives
- Collaborative learning (pair/group work)
- Problem-solving and real-life applications
- it is planned to incorporate digital technologies in the near future

In Multi-Grade Classrooms:
- Peer discussion
- Differentiated tasks
- Flexible grouping
- Peer learning opportunities

9. Core Mathematical materials employed by class teachers:

Junior Room:
- Maths My Way 2026, reverting to Busy at Maths 2026/2026

Middle Room:
- New Busy at Maths, Revised Edition C.J. Fallon
- Oide online resources

Senior Room:
- Busy at Maths, C.J. Fallon

SEN
- Oide online resources
- Busy at Maths series, C.J. Fallon
- Figure it Out series, Tom Roche
- Maths Together series, Florence Gavin
- Make Sure Maths, Florence Gavin
- Variety of recommended online resources as recommended by Oide Primary Math Course, July 2025.

10. Assessment
Assessment is used to inform teaching and improve learning outcomes.

Assessment Methods:
- Teacher observation
- Questioning and discussion
- Work samples and pupil portfolios
- Standardised tests (annually from 1st–6th)
- Diagnostic assessments where required


DEIS Focus:
- Tracking pupil progress in numeracy, to begin in September 2026
- Setting and reviewing targets
- Using data to inform interventions

11. Differentiation and Inclusion

We cater for diverse learning needs by:
- Differentiating content, process, and outcomes
- Providing targeted support (in-class and withdrawal)
- Using small group instruction
- Collaborating with Special Education Teachers

Particular attention is given to:
- Pupils with additional needs
- Pupils at risk of underachievement (DEIS focus)

12. Numeracy and DEIS Initiatives
The school prioritises numeracy improvement through:

- Promotion of parental involvement in numeracy
- Use of evidence-based programmes/interventions
- Emphasis on mathematical language development
- Implementation of DEIS Action Plan targets

13. Resources
Resources include:
- Manipulatives (counters, base-10 materials, fraction sets)
- Number lines, visual aids
- Digital tools and interactive resources, later in 2026
- Maths-rich environment in classrooms
Additional resources required will be considered and procured as funds available allow.

14. Homework
- Homework consolidates class learning
- Emphasis on understanding 
- Differentiated tasks are provided
- Opportunities for real-life maths activities at home
- Table learning to support mental maths is encouraged

15. Equality of Access and Participation
All pupils have equal access to the Mathematics curriculum.
- Gender equity is promoted
- Inclusive teaching practices are embedded
- Cultural and socio-economic backgrounds are respected

16. Parental Involvement
Parents are supported to engage in their child’s learning through:
- Guidance on helping with maths at home
- Infant Open Day, Principal’s address
- Regular communication regarding progress

17. Health and Safety
- Safe use of materials and equipment is ensured
- Classroom organisation supports safe movement and participation

18. Links with Other Policies
This policy should be read in conjunction with:
- DEIS Plan
- Assessment Policy
- SEN Policy
- Homework Policy

19. Review and Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed regularly based on:
- Teacher reflection and feedback
- Pupil outcomes and assessment data
- DEIS targets and SSE findings
- Inspectorate (WSE) recommendations




This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on: __________

Signed: _________________________ (Chairperson)
Signed: _________________________ (Principal)

Date of next review: __________

This policy reflects a commitment to high-quality teaching and learning in Mathematics, aligned with current curriculum developments and the needs of our school community. 
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