
 
 
 
 

Detroit Auto Show Route 66 Exhibition Designated Official Centennial Project 
 

Visitors will experience Route 66 adventure through a traveling vehicle convoy 
and immersive showcase. 

 
DETROIT (Dec. 9, 2025) – The Detroit Auto Show today announced its upcoming 
“Detroit Auto Show: Route 66 Centennial Exhibition,” at Detroit’s Huntington Place from 
Jan. 14 – 25, has been designated an Official Route 66 Centennial Project by the U.S. 
Route 66 Centennial Commission. The immersive exhibition will meld America’s love 
affair with automobiles and 100 years of the Mother Road. 
 
The exhibition will feature “The Drive Home VII: Route 66 – A Century of Adventure,” a 
nine-day cross-country vehicle convoy from Jan. 3 in Santa Monica, Calif., to Chicago, 
Ill., on Jan. 12, before it concludes at the Detroit Auto Show on Jan. 14. A collaboration 
between the Detroit Auto Show, America’s Automotive Trust, and the Route 66 Road 
Ahead Partnership, it will showcase nine classic and modern Route 66-inspired 
vehicles. 
 
The “Detroit Auto Show: Route 66 Centennial Exhibition” will feature some of the 
vehicles making the journey. Each vehicle represents an era of innovation, design and 
adventure that has contributed to shaping the nation’s love affair with cars and the open 
road. 
 
Visitors will experience multimedia highlights, including film and photography capturing 
the caravan’s stops along the Mother Road in small towns, historic landmarks, diners, 
motels, and iconic gas stations.  
 
“It’s an honor to have our ‘Detroit Auto Show: Route 66 Centennial Exhibition’ selected 
as an Official Route 66 Centennial Project, and we’re excited for show attendees to 
have a chance to experience a treasured part of Americana right on the show floor,” 
Detroit Auto Show Executive Director Sam Klemet said. “There’s no better place than 
here in the Motor City to celebrate the adventurous spirit of Route 66, a highway that 
has connected cars, culture, and communities for the past 100 years. We look forward 
to sharing the story of this historic milestone with our visitors, while previewing new 
products and technologies that will take to the open road in the days ahead.” 
 
Bill Thomas, Chairman of the Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership and Commissioner of 
the Route 66 Centennial Commission, said, “Route 66 is more than a road; it is a 
journey of discovery, freedom, and innovation. By designating the ‘Detroit Auto Show: 



Route 66 Centennial Exhibition’ as an Official Centennial Project, we are inviting people 
to experience the Mother Road through the lens of the automobile, the machines that 
made the road legendary.” 
 
As an officially designated project, the “Detroit Auto Show: Route 66 Centennial 
Exhibition” will be featured on route66centennial.org.  
 
Follow “The Drive Home VII: Route 66 - A Century of Adventure” in real time as Jim 
O’Brien, host of “Big Jim’s House” Morning Show on 94.7 WCSX in Detroit, takes daily 
call-ins from the road. The Detroit Auto Show will capture the entirety of the caravan 
and share the experience via its social media platforms. 
 
Detroit Auto Show tickets are on sale now and available at detroitautoshow.com. 
 
 
About the Detroit Auto Show  
Recognized as one of the world’s most influential automotive events, the Detroit Auto 
Show offers a platform for cutting-edge automotive and mobility innovations. With 
immersive experiences, brand-defining vehicles, and hands-on activations, the show 
invites attendees to experience the future of mobility and the heart of Detroit’s creative 
energy.  
 
2026 Detroit Auto Show Highlights 
The Gallery Fundraiser: Tuesday, Jan. 13 
Media & Industry Days: Wednesday–Thursday, Jan. 14–15 
Mobility Global Forum: Wednesday–Thursday, Jan. 14–15 
Future Leaders Program (University Student Access & Career Pathways): Thursday, 
Jan. 15 
Charity Preview: Friday, Jan. 16 
Public Show: Saturday–Sunday, Jan. 17–25 
Racing Day presented by the Detroit Grand Prix: Tuesday, Jan. 20 
Future Leaders Program (High School Student Access & Career Pathways): 
Wednesday–Thursday, Jan. 21-22 
 
For more details, visit detroitautshow.com and follow the Detroit Auto Show on social 
media. 
 
About the Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership 
Established in 2016 with the support of the National Park Service and the World 
Monuments Fund, the Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership’s mission is to revitalize and 
sustain Route 66 as a national and international icon through partnerships focused on 
promotion, preservation, research, education, and economic development. Only In Your 
State is the official Publishing Partner to the Route 66 Centennial. Founding Sponsors 
of the Route 66 Centennial include the Illinois Route 66 Centennial, Travel Oklahoma 
Route 66 Centennial Commission, American Express, Route 66 Road Fest, Rand 
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McNally Publishing, and Cruise America. For more information, visit 
route66centennial.org.  
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Press Contacts:  
Heather George – Detroit Auto Show, hgeorge@loviogeorge.com  
Gemma Long – Route 66 Centennial Media Coordinator, gemma@gemprmedia.com 
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