St. Joseph Parish Council
Minutes for October 21, 2026, Meeting
6:00pm (Conference Room)
St. Joseph Vision Statement: To provide a Catholic environment for our Parish, to embrace God’s word, and to answer the call to holiness, leading to eternal salvation. 
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call – Fr. Mike Snyder, Deacon Mark Comer, Sr. Janet Heiar, Jude Stork, Bill Mueller, Charlene Kopp, Mike Lucas, Pat Rheingans, Deb McDermott, Grant Ericksen, Sharon Fuglsang (lay director).
3.  Recite St. Joseph Vision Statement: To provide a Catholic environment for our Parish, to embrace God’s word, and to answer the call to holiness, leading to eternal salvation.
4. Opening Prayer – Father Mike Snyder led the opening prayer.
5. Approval of previous meeting minutes. Copies of the September 16, 2026 Parish Council Minutes were sent to all board members on September 17. Corrections were made, and the majority of the board approved on September 22, 2026. The minutes then appeared in the church bulletin September 26, 2026. Council President Jesse Pennock sent out the October Parish Council (PC) Agenda, St. Joseph’s Principal’s Report, Faith Formation Report, and Health Ministry Report before the PC meeting on October 21, 2026.
6. Finance & Administration/Maintenance- Mike Lucas, Dan Vrba-No Report				          
[bookmark: _Hlk244019823]7. Faith Formation/Board of Education- Jude Stork, Grant Ericksen					            - Director of Faith Formation – Jasmine Tone submitted Report.					                             - St. Joseph School Principal – Sharon Roling submitted Report. 						             - Jasmine is leaving in December. Father Mike has spoken with a couple of people about the position. The Faith Formation Committee will be interviewing any prospective candidates.			                           - We discussed the Education Freedom Tax Credit (SGO), which will take effect in 2027.
8. Liturgy-Fr. Snyder, Sr. Janet and Deacon Mark Comer. 							           - On November 22, 2026, the Feast of Christ the King, two people will be joining St. Joseph Church.                 – The Anointing of The Sick will be performed during Mass on October 24 & 25. 
9. Church Life-Charlene Kopp,										                  - Charlene reported that the Cookie Walk is scheduled for Saturday, December 5, from 9 to 11 a.m.	             - Mike Lucas reported the Knights of Columbus are done with the Tootsie Roll Drive. The Pregnancy Center in Clinton is holding its annual banquet on Thursday, October 29, 2026. There will be knights and their wives attending.													                             - Sr. Janet wanted to thank all the Knights and their wives who helped to make her 60th Jubilee a success.									             						        10. Family Life -Pat Rheingans, Jude Stork,	 		                           		                         		 - Pat gave an update on That Man Is You (TMIY), which meets every Wednesday night. They have had 10 to 19 attending each week. 											                             - Marriage Encounter - Paul and Sherry Marvin are the new contacts.				                             - Baptismal Preparation – Diane Ernst will be helping Lola Blaser.
 11. Social Action-Deb McDermott, Pat Rheingans								             - Sharon Fuglsang reported on several topics.  November is the designated month for St. Joseph parishioners to donate supplies to the Referral Center.      								                                      – The first Monday of the month is the night that parishioners can volunteer to help at the Referral Center.   All adults and high school students are welcome. This is a great opportunity for students to get their community service hours.											                                           - The Thanksgiving dinner will be hosted at St. Joseph’s this year (the Community Center was not available).           - The Angel Tree will go up November 15, 2026, the tags should be returned by December 4.                   		 - Our Lady of Guadeloupe will be celebrated on December 12, after 4:30 Mass. A Mexican meal will be served.	 - The Kids Against Hunger Program will be March 10, 2027.						                          - The St. Joseph Health Ministry is presenting the End of Life Planning Workshop. It is being held in Harness Hall Sunday, November 8, 2026, after the 9:30 Mass, from 10:45 to 12:15 p.m. The purpose of this workshop is to educate parishioners on how to plan for the end of life. When we have a plan in place, it will be much easier for our children to honor our wishes. Important topics covered will include Catholic Moral Teaching, Legal Documents, Hospice Care, Funeral Planning, and Grief. Light refreshments will be provided. 		            - After Easter the Health Ministry will be kicking off a 13 week Bereavement Program. 

12. Continuing Business											             - Jude reported that 275 families have updated their contact information for the parish directory. We have about 200 families left to finish.									                                       - Sharon said we have not had any recent input for website improvements.		                                       - Fr. Mike reminded us that the Volunteer Appreciation Dinner for adults is November 7, 2026, after the 4:30 Mass. Father says to tell everybody.									                          - Auracast hearing assistance system is on hold.							                             - We discussed using our current sound system more often. Also, we are looking at putting technology to better use in Harness Hall. Our needs will all be addressed as we move forward developing our Strategic Plan							          								        13. New Business										                                        - Listening sessions for parishioners are on going.							                                           - Jude brought up, how can we do a better job of making visitors and new parishioners feel welcome at St. Joseph’s? This started a lengthy discussion that also included, how do we better accommodate the elderly                                                 with limited mobility in church. We decided that some seating issues for example could be solved quite easily, and other challenges would be addressed in our Strategic Plan.					                          - Advent by Candlelight, will be Sunday, December 6, 2026, at 5:30 p.m.				                             - Communal Penance will be December 13, 2026 at 3:00 p.m.							                           - We had a long discussion on ways we can better communicate with all of St. Joseph parishioners.	            - A Christmas Mass schedule will be given out to participants at our Cookie Walk. 		                                       - The Christmas Masses at St. Joseph’s will be Christmas Eve at 4:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. On Christmas Day Mass will be a 9:00 a.m.				             

14. Next Meeting: Next Meeting will be November 18, 2026, at 6:00 PM. 

15. Closing Prayer: Led by Sr. Janet Heiar





