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My Great-Great-Grandad — David Hall
Activities of 1st Battalion, 1st Brigade, 1st Eastern Division, [.R.A.,
Co. Meath 1918-1921
And
His Career in the 4th Dail 1923-1927
By Shannon Carroll

Introduction
My name is Shannon Carroll and for my Young Historian project I have decided to do a
document on my Great-Great-Grandad, David Hall, about his position as officer
commanding, 1st Brigade, 1st Eastern Division, .R.A. (1918-1921) and his career in the
4th and 5th Dail (1923-1927).
The Bureau of Military History Collection, 1913-1921 is a collection of 1,773 witness
statements; 334 sets of contemporary documents; 42 sets of photographs and 13 voice
recordings that were collected by the State between 1947 and 1957, in order to gather
primary source material for the revolutionary period in Ireland from 1913 to 1921.

Along with the other major collection at Military Archives covering the revolutionary
period from 1913, the Military Service Pensions Collection, the Bureau is among the most
important primary sources of information on this period available anywhere in the world.

During the Irish War of Independence (1919-1921), the IRA was structured into brigades
(covering large areas/counties) and battalions (districts/urban areas).

My Great-Great-Grandad, David Hall, gave a witness statement to the BMH between
that period, of his time and activities of 1st Battalion, 1st Brigade,Ist Eastern Division in
the IRA in County Meath from 1918 to 1921.




image2.png
David Hall’s testimony contributes to the documentary record of how volunteer
units in Co. Meath evolved between 1918 and 1921. His statement offers a
grounded, localised perspective of the formative stages of revolutionary
organisation in the 1st Eastern Division of Ireland. It underscores the disparity
between national political developments and local military realities, illustrating that
the consolidation of I.R.A. structures in Co Meath between 1918 and 1921 was
incremental and shaped by limited reserves, small resources, small membership
numbers, and community-level initiative.

His Witness Statement can be viewed here using the link below-

https://bmh.militaryarchives.ie/reels/bmh/BMH.WS1539.pdf
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Early Life
David Hall was born in Dublin City, but he was reared in Culmullen in Co. Meath.
He received his education at the local school in Culmullen, but he notes that the
subjects that were taught there were ordinary for the time and that there was
nothing ‘outstandingly Irish.” This detail suggests that his later political and
military developed independently of formal nationalist schooling.

Joining the Irish Volunteers
In 1918, David Hall joined the Kilmore Company of Irish Volunteers. James
McCann was the captain of this company, and the initial strength of this company
was 18 men. The company had no arms of any sort, underscoring the limited
material resources available to rural volunteer units during the pre-1919 period.

Training and Organisation
The instructor of the Kilmore Company was James Maguire of Dunboyne. He had
no previous military experience and used a British Army manual for instruction. He
was considered very intelligent and effective in their training. This reflects a broader
pattern within early Volunteer units, where organisational and instructional
capacity often depended on improvised methods and the initiative of locally
respected figures rather than professional military expertise,

Each member took an oath while joining, demonstrating the formalised and
disciplined nature of the organisation despite its limited resources. Volunteers also
contributed to a small subscription fee that was used for arms, equipment and any

other expenses. This indicates an early awareness of the need for self sufficiency and
collective financial responsibility within the movement.

’\

James Maguire
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1918 conscription crisis
Hall’s statement addresses the impact of the 1918 conscription crisis, when the
British government threatened to extend conscription to Ireland during the First
World War.

Nationally, the crisis galvanised opposition and strengthened support for separatist
politics. However, Hall records that in the Kilmore Company the effect was
relatively modest. Membership increased only slightly- from eighteen to twenty-
three men- during this period.

This limited growth is presented as contrary to what might have been expected
during a national emergency, suggesting that in parts of rural Meath mobilisation
remained cautious or restrained. The statement therefore provides valuable local
insight into variations in volunteer recruitment and political engagement,
highlighting the surge in nationalist activism often associated with 1918 was not
uniformly experienced across all regions.

Broader Historical Significance
Halls testimony contributes to the documentary record of how volunteer unties in
Co. Meath evolved between 1918 and 1921.

It reveals:
« The modest size and limited arrangement of early rural companies.
« The reliance on improvised training methods Amd locally available leadership.
« The gradual, rather than dramatic, expansion of membership even during
periods of national crisis
« The early organisational structures- company, battalion, brigade, and division-
that later formed part of the IRAs military framework.
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His Career in the 4th Dail 1923-1927

David Hall was an Irish politician elected to Dail Eireann at the 1923 general
election. He served as a TD for Meath from August 1923 until 1927 as a Labour
Party representative. He was re- elected in June 1927 and did not contest the
September 1927 election.

Election records show he received around 14.2% of first preference in Meath in 1923.
Before national politics, Hall was an agricultural worker, elected to Dunshaughlin
Rural District Council and served as its chairman around 1920- a role that also gave
him a seat on the county council.

The 4th Dail was the first Dail of the Irish Free State after the Civil War.
David Hall was part of the Labour Party representation during this formative period
of the new state.

He was re-elected in the June 1927 general election (5th Dail) but did not contest the
later 1927 election held in September.

David Hall stood for improving the lives of working people, particularly rural
labourers in Meath. He supported better wages and working conditions, along with
stronger rights for workers and trade unions.

He also focused on the need for improved housing, especially the building of
labourers’ cottages, and highlighted the difficulties faced by agricultural workers.
In addition, he campaigned on issues such as poverty, the high cost of living, and

the need for greater social equality, pushing the government to provide more support
for ordinary people in the early years of the Free State.
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Meath: 1923 general election
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