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CHRIST  CHURCH ,  VIRGINIA  WATER

T O  B E  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y ;  
F O R  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y ;  
T O  T H E  G L O R Y  O F  G O D

T h i s  b o o k l e t  g i v e s  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  6  m a i n
w a y s  i n  w h i c h  w e  w a n t  t o  s e e  o u r  v i s i o n  a n d

m i s s i o n  t u r n e d  i n t o  p r a y e r f u l  a c t i o n .   P l e a s e
u s e  i t  f o r  p e r s o n a l  p r a y e r  a n d  r e f l e c t i o n .

 



I N T R O D U C T I O N

Part One – explains the meaning behind the vision and purpose;
Part Two – some accompanying study note for personal or small  group use

The pathway to arriving at a new Vision has deliberately been a slow, prayerful ,  and
consultative process.
We have sought to l isten to God, to apply his word to our l ives,  and do this across the
community of Christ Church Virginia Water.  We have interacted widely with the
congregation,  including a day of prayer together.  Plus,  the PCC and staff  have had a
whole day away to work on this process,  and many subsequent meetings.
What has emerged, we believe,  is  grounded in God’s word and reflective of the
priorities which we think are important for our Church – Christ ’s  Church – here in
Virginia Water.
A few things have stood out for us:  our prime mission is to bring glory to God .  The
Westminster Shorter Catechism’s f irst question is “What is  the Chief End of Man?” to
which the answer is  “To Glorify God and Enjoy Him forever” .  God is worthy of all  praise:
and one day every human being will  bow their knee before King Jesus (Phil ippians 2:9-
11) .  In the meantime, the Church’s mission here on earth is  to say,  and do,  all  we can to
make much of God; to hold Jesus in high esteem, and for Him to be preeminent in all
our l ives.  We are promised, that when we do that,  He will  build His Church (see John
12:32) .
We have also noted that our Mission is not just about far-flung, overseas endeavours.  Of
course,  we never want to lose sight of our connection to the world-wide Church, nor
our commitment to go to the ends of the earth with God’s Gospel .  However,  we also
want to remind ourselves of the mission on our doorstep.  Our f irst love,  and call ing,
should be to make disciples in Virginia Water,  and the towns and vil lages around us.
We want to bless the communities where we l ive,  as we seek to serve others in the
Name of Christ .  More:  we want to point people to Jesus so they too may know Him as
Saviour and King.  We are also blessed with rich resources from God, which we want to
share with God’s wider Church,  for His glory.
All  our actions,  we believe,  need to be tested by the Vision which we believe God has
given us,  and the Mission and purpose which flow from this Vision.  We plan,  and
strategise,  to use our time, our gifts ,  and our resources,  to faithfully play our part in
bringing in His Kingdom, here in this part of the earth where he has placed us,  and in
expectation that His Kingdom will  be fully realised when Jesus comes again.
Do pray,  with us,  for this next stage in the l i fe of our Church,  and, please be prepared to
hear His call ,  and play your part as we seek to be in the community,  for the community,
to the glory of God.
Everything should flow from a joyful vision of the love and generosity of God. Pray that
we may all  be captivated by the vision we believe God has given us,  as we pray,  learn,
worship,  and act together!
This booklet is  made up of two parts:

Simon Vibert



 

P A R T  O N E  -  V I S I O N  A N D  P U R P O S E
C h r i s t  C h u r c h  V i r g i n i a  W a t e r  –  2 0 2 1  o n w a r d s

 

V i s i o n :
 “ I n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  t o  t h e  g l o r y  o f  G o d ” .

 P u r p o s e :
 “ K n o w i n g  J e s u s  a n d  M a k i n g  J e s u s  K n o w n ” .

 
R e a c h i n g  a n d  G r o w i n g  –  w e  w a n t  t o  b e  a  G r o w i n g  C h u r c h

  M a t u r i n g  a n d  E q u i p p i n g  –  w e  w a n t  t o  b e  a  H e a l t h y  C h u r c h
I n f l u e n c i n g  a n d  C a r i n g  –  w e  w a n t  t o  b e  a  C a r i n g  C h u r c h

S p r e a d i n g  a n d  P r o m o t i n g  –  w e  w a n t  t o  b e  a  C o n n e c t e d  C h u r c h
S e r v i n g  a n d  S h a r i n g  –  w e  w a n t  t o  b e  a  R e s o u r c i n g  C h u r c h

 
I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y
J e s u s  s p o k e  a b o u t  H i s  K i n g d o m  p e o p l e  a s  b e i n g  “ s a l t ”  a n d  “ l i g h t ”  ( M a t t h e w
5 : 1 3 - 1 6 ) .  “ L i g h t ”  w e  g e t  –  a  b e a c o n  o f  h o p e  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a
W a t e r ,  s h i n i n g  f o r  J e s u s .  B u t  “ s a l t ”  i m p l i e s  b e i n g  r u b b e d  i n t o  t h e
c o m m u n i t y ,  t o  p r e v e n t  d e c a y  a n d  t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  f l a v o u r  o f  a l l  t h a t  i s
g o o d .

I  t h i n k  t h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  C h u r c h  i s  n o t  j u s t  a b o u t  i n v i t i n g  p e o p l e  t o  e v e n t s
a n d  c o u r s e s .  S u r e ,  t h a t  s t i l l  r e a l l y  m a t t e r s !  B u t  i t  i s  a l s o  a b o u t  e v e r y  s i n g l e
p e r s o n  w h o  k n o w s  J e s u s  C h r i s t  a s  L o r d  a n d  S a v i o u r  b e i n g  a  s a l t y  i n f l u e n c e
w h e r e  y o u  l i v e ,  w o r k  a n d  s o c i a l i s e .

I n  1  P e t e r  3 : 1 5 - 1 6  w e  a r e  t o l d  “ …  i n  y o u r  h e a r t s  r e v e r e  C h r i s t  a s  L o r d .  A l w a y s
b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  g i v e  a n  a n s w e r  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  a s k s  y o u  t o  g i v e  t h e  r e a s o n
f o r  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e .  B u t  d o  t h i s  w i t h  g e n t l e n e s s  a n d  r e s p e c t ,
k e e p i n g  a  c l e a r  c o n s c i e n c e ,  s o  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  s p e a k  m a l i c i o u s l y  a g a i n s t
y o u r  g o o d  b e h a v i o u r  i n  C h r i s t  m a y  b e  a s h a m e d  o f  t h e i r  s l a n d e r " .

T h i s  i m p l i e s  t h a t ,  w h e n  y o u  a r e  d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y :  s e r v i n g
i n  V i r g i n i a  W a t e r  E m e r g e n c y  R e s p o n s e  t e a m ,  o r  h e l p i n g  a t  t h e  F o o d b a n k ,  o r
S e r v i n g  a t  G o o d  N e w s  C a f é ,  o r  v o l u n t e e r i n g  a t  t h e  l i b r a r y  o r  t h e  s c h o o l  –  o r
w h a t e v e r  y o u  d o  –  t h a t  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  a )  s e e  y o u r  g e n t l e  a n d  g o o d ,  C h r i s t -
l i k e ,  b e h a v i o u r  a n d  w a n t  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  t h e  G o d  w h o  m o t i v a t e s  y o u .  A n d ,  b )
a s  y o u  a r e  a b l e ,  t o  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  g i v e  a  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e
i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s .

N o w  d o n ’ t  m i s u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s :  w e  a r e  a l w a y s  l o o k i n g  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  s e r v e  i n
l o a d s  o f  w a y s  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  ( f r o m  S u n d a y  S c h o o l ,  t o  s e t t i n g  u p
C h u r c h ,  t o  w e l c o m i n g ,  t o  h e l p i n g  w i t h  I T  e t c  e t c )  B U T ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  o f
y o u ,  p e r h a p s ,  w h o  a r e  s o  b u s y  i n  C h u r c h  t h a t  y o u  a r e  n o t  o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e
c o m m u n i t y .



 

F O R  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y     
W e  a r e  r i g h t l y  w a r y  a b o u t  b e i n g  a  h y p o c r i t e  –  a l l  ' t a l k '  b u t  n o  ' w a l k ' .  S o ,
w e  n e e d  t o  b e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  b e f o r e  w e  e v e r  h a v e  a n y  r i g h t  t o  s p e a k
a b o u t  o u r  f a i t h .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  e q u a l l y  –  i f  n o t  m o r e  t r u e  –  t h a t  m a n y
C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  m o r e  l i k e  t h e  A r c t i c  R i v e r  i n  A l a s k a  –  t h e y  t o o  a r e  f r o z e n
o v e r  a t  t h e  m o u t h !  T h e  G r e a t  C o m m i s s i o n  i n v o l v e s  u s  g o i n g  i n t o  a l l  t h e
w o r l d  a n d  m a k i n g  d i s c i p l e s  o f  a l l  n a t i o n s .  M e n  a n d  W o m e n  a n d  C h i l d r e n
o n l y  b e c o m e  d i s c i p l e s  b y  h e a r i n g  t h e  G o s p e l  a n d  c o m i n g  t o  b e l i e v e  i t  f o r
t h e m s e l v e s .  A n d  t h a t  c a n ’ t ,  a n d  w o n ’ t ,  o n l y  b e  d o n e  b y  i n v i t i n g  p e o p l e  t o
C h u r c h .

A s  y o u  a r e  e n g a g e d  i n  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y ,  w h e n  w a s  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  t h a t  y o u
“ g a v e  a  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e ? ”  J e s u s  c a m e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f
r e s c u i n g  u s  f r o m  o u r  s i n s  –  a n d  t h a t  i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  g o o d  n e w s  w e
h a v e  f o r  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

T O  T H E  G L O R Y  O F  G O D
S o ,  t h e  g o a l  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  d o ,  i s  t h a t  G o d  m a y  g e t  t h e  g l o r y .  I t  i s  n o t  a
b a d  t h i n g  i f  w e  h a v e  a  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  l o v i n g ,  c a r i n g ,  w o r s h i p f u l  a n d  h o l y
C h u r c h .  B u t  f a r  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  i s  t h a t  G o d  g e t s  t h e  g l o r y  i n  e v e r y t h i n g  w e
d o .  A n d  a g a i n ,  t h a t  h a p p e n s  a s  y o u  a n d  I  a r e  e m b e d d e d  i n ,  a n d  l o v i n g  o u r
c o m m u n i t y ,  f o r  h i s  s a k e .

 “ F o r  f r o m  h i m  a n d  t h r o u g h  h i m  a n d  f o r  h i m  a r e  a l l  t h i n g s .
    T o  h i m  b e  t h e  g l o r y  f o r e v e r !  A m e n . ”  ( R o m a n s  1 1 : 3 6 )

I  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s  h e l p  e x p l a i n  w h a t  w e  b e l i e v e ,  a n d  h o w  w e
c a n  h e l p  y o u  p l a y  y o u r  p a r t  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  v i s i o n  w e ,  a t  C h r i s t  C h u r c h
V i r g i n i a  W a t e r ,  b e l i e v e  G o d  h a s  c a l l e d  u s  t o .

S i m o n  V i b e r t
( v i c a r )



 
 
 

A  W o r k i n g  E x a m p l e :

R e p l a c i n g  a  C C V W  p r o d u c e d  m a g a z i n e  “ C o n n e c t i o n ”  f o r  s p a c e  i n  t h e  n e w
“ V i r g i n i a  W a t e r  M a g a z i n e ” .  C o n n e c t i o n  w a s  a  m a g a z i n e  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e
p a r i s h  f o r  t h e  p a r i s h .  S o ,  y o u  m i g h t  s a y ,  s u r e l y  t h a t  b e s t  f i t s  o u r  v i s i o n .
A n d ,  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t  y e s ,  a l t h o u g h  m u c h  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t  w a s  n o t  d i r e c t l y
C h r i s t i a n ,  i t  d i d  c o m e  t h r o u g h  p e o p l e s '  d o o r  w i t h  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t
C h u r c h  V i r g i n i a  W a t e r  a t t a c h e d .

N o w  t h a t  C o n n e c t i o n  h a s  s t o p p e d ,  w e  h a v e  4  d e d i c a t e d  p a g e s  i n  a
c o m m u n i t y  m a g a z i n e ,  a n d  I  d o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  w a y  o f  t h i n k i n g
a b o u t  o u r  r o l e .

W h e n  P a u l  w e n t  t o  t h e  P a g a n  c i t y  o f  A t h e n s  ( s e e  A c t s  1 7 )  h e  s p e n t  h i s  t i m e
l o o k i n g  a t  a l l  t h e  i d o l s ,  a n d  w a s  d e e p l y  m o v e d  a t  h o w  l o s t  t h e y  w e r e .  H e
g e t s  u p  t o  s p e a k  –  n o t  i n  a  t e m p l e  o r  a  C h u r c h  –  b u t  w h e r e  a l l  t h e  o t h e r
p h i l o s o p h e r s  o f  t h e  d a y  s e t  o u t  t h e i r  s t a l l .  H e  q u o t e s  o n e  o f  t h e i r  p a g a n
p o e t s ,  a n d  t a k e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h o w  h o w  l o s t  a n d  i g n o r a n t  t h e y  a r e :
y o u  w o r s h i p  a n  u n k n o w n  G o d ,  h e  s a y s ,  b u t  l e t  m e  t e l l  y o u  a b o u t  t h e  G o d
w h o  m a d e  e v e r y t h i n g ,  w h o  g a v e  y o u  y o u r  n e x t  b r e a t h ,  a n d  h e  c a l l e d  t h e m
t o  e x p e c t  a  d a y  o f  j u d g m e n t  w h e n  t h e y  w i l l  b e  a c c o u n t a b l e  b e f o r e  H i m .
A n d  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e :  “ w e  w a n t  t o  h e a r  y o u  a g a i n  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t ”

C o u l d  i t  b e  t h a t ,  w h i l e  w e  a r e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  m a g a z i n e ,  a n d  w e  o f f e r
i n p u t  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  m a g a z i n e ,  t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r s  m i g h t  s e e k  a f t e r  t h e
g l o r y  o f  G o d  a n d  t h r o u g h  i t  f i n d  t h e i r  w a y  t o  f a i t h ?

S u m m a r y
O u r  n e w  v i s i o n  i s  n o t  j u s t  a b o u t  s h i n i n g  b r i g h t l y  f o r  J e s u s  i n  C h r i s t
C h u r c h ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i t  w a s  a b o u t  l i g h t i n g  2 0 0  o r  m o r e  c a n d l e s  ( Y O U ! )  t o
s h i n e  f o r  h i m  i n  t h i s  d a r k  w o r l d .



 
R e a c h i n g  a n d  G r o w i n g

 
 

R E A C H I N G  A N D  G R O W I N G  –  W E  W A N T  T O  B E  A  G R O W I N G  C H U R C H

C C V W  s e e k s  t o  “ r e a c h  a n d  g r o w ” ,  b y  e n a b l i n g  t h e  C h u r c h  t o  s e r v e  t h e
c o m m u n i t y ,  p r a y i n g  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  b y  b e i n g  p r e s e n t  a n d  r e l e v a n t  t o
t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  b y  s h a r i n g  t h e  G o o d  N e w s  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  w i t h  t h e
c o m m u n i t y .  W e  w a n t  t o  s e e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  p e o p l e  c o m i n g  t o  k n o w  J e s u s
C h r i s t  a s  L o r d  a n d  S a v i o u r ,  a n d  b e  g i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f l o u r i s h  a n d
g r o w ,  i n  t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n  w a l k  w i t h  t h e  L o r d .

W e  s e e k  t o  b u i l d  u p  G o d ’ s  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  G o d - f o c u s s e d  S u n d a y  m e e t i n g s ,
a n d  c o u r s e s  a n d  e v e n t s ,  t o  e q u i p  a n d  i n s p i r e ,  s o  t h a t  w e  m a y  r e a c h  t h e
i m m e d i a t e  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  t h e  G o o d  N e w s  o f  J e s u s .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e
W e n t w o r t h  E s t a t e ,  L o n g c r o s s  G a r d e n  V i l l a g e ,  a n d  t h e  h o u s e s ,  s h o p s  a n d
s o c i a l  p l a c e s  i n  o u r  V i l l a g e .

W h a t  d o e s  g r o w t h  m e a n ?

N u m e r i c a l  –  W e  h a v e  a  s n a p s h o t  o f  t h e  e a r l y  C h u r c h  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  A c t s  2 :
t h e y  m e t  t o g e t h e r  r e g u l a r l y ,  t h e y  s a w  a n d  e x p e c t e d  G o d  t o  b e  a t  w o r k ,
t h e y  g a v e  s a c r i f i c i a l l y ,  a n d  t h e y  s h a r e d  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  f e l l o w s h i p ,  A N D ,
L u k e  c o m m e n t s ,  “  …  t h e  L o r d  a d d e d  t o  t h e i r  n u m b e r  d a i l y  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e
b e i n g  s a v e d . ”  ( A c t  2 : 4 7 ) .   

M a t u r i t y  –  N u m b e r s  D O  m a t t e r ,  b u t  s o  t o o  d o e s  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  C h u r c h
a n d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s .  T h e  g o a l  i s  m a t u r i t y ,  “ H e  i s  t h e
o n e  w e  p r o c l a i m ,  a d m o n i s h i n g  a n d  t e a c h i n g  e v e r y o n e  w i t h  a l l  w i s d o m ,  s o
t h a t  w e  m a y  p r e s e n t  e v e r y o n e  f u l l y  m a t u r e  i n  C h r i s t . ”  C o l o s s i a n s  1 : 2 8 .
W h i c h  m e a n s  t h a t  g r o w t h  i s n ’ t  j u s t  a b o u t  e v a n g e l i s m ,  i t  i s  a b o u t
c o n n e c t i n g  e v e r y o n e  t o  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  b o d y  o f  C h r i s t ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  m a y
t r u l y  b e l o n g ,  a n d  b e c o m e  a u t h e n t i c  C h r i s t i a n  f a m i l y .  

H o w  d o  w e  r e a c h  o u t ?
W e  c a l l  o u r s e l v e s  a n  e v a n g e l i c a l  C h u r c h .  W h a t  d o e s  t h a t  m e a n ?  T h a t  t h e
e v a n g e l ,  T h e  G o o d  N e w s  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  s h a p e s  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  s a y  a n d  d o .

I  m e m o r a b l y  h e a r d  P h i l i p  H a c k i n g  s a y  t h i s :

T o  b e  a n  e v a n g e l i c a l  i s  t o  H O L D  O N  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  G o s p e l  ( m a k i n g  s u r e
w e  t r u l y  b e l i e v e  i t  a n d  e n s u r e  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  d o  a s  a  c h u r c h  i s  s h a p e d
b y  t h e  B i b l e ,  a s  G o d  w o r k s  o u t  h i s  p u r p o s e s  a m o n g  u s  b y  H i s  H o l y  S p i r i t )
T o  b e  e v a n g e l i s t i c  i s  t o  H O L D  O U T  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  G o s p e l  ( o p e n i n g  o u r
m o u t h s  t o  t e l l  p e o p l e  a b o u t  J e s u s  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e m  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  H i m
f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ) .



 
R e a c h i n g  a n d  G r o w i n g

c o n t . . .
H e r e  a r e  a  f e w  p o i n t e r s :

C o m m e n d  t h e  G o s p e l  w i t h  y o u r  l i f e  a n d  o p e n  y o u r  m o u t h  t o  s p e a k  a b o u t
J e s u s ,  a s  y o u  h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t y .

O p e n  y o u r  h o m e  ( b o t h  p e r s o n a l l y  a n d  i n  “ C o n n e c t ”  g r o u p s ) .  H a v e  y o u
i n v i t e d  f r i e n d s ,  c o l l e a g u e s ,  o r  n e i g h b o u r s  t o  d r i n k s ,  o r  a  m e a l ,  s e e k i n g  t o
b e  a  g o o d  f r i e n d  a n d  l o o k i n g  f o r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  m a k e  J e s u s  k n o w n ?  “ …  i n
y o u r  h e a r t s  r e v e r e  C h r i s t  a s  L o r d .  A l w a y s  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  g i v e  a n  a n s w e r  t o
e v e r y o n e  w h o  a s k s  y o u  t o  g i v e  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e .  B u t
d o  t h i s  w i t h  g e n t l e n e s s  a n d  r e s p e c t ”  ( 1  P e t  3 : 1 5 ) ;

I n v i t e  p e o p l e  t o  e v e n t s  a n d  c o u r s e s :  t h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t  s i m p l e  a n d  n o n -
t h r e a t e n i n g  w a y  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  p e o p l e .  D o n ’ t  w o r r y ,  t h e y  m i g h t  s a y  n o !
B u t ,  a c t u a l l y ,  C h u r c h e s  h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  g e n t l e  e n t r é  p r o v i d e d  b y
Y o u T u b e  m e a n s  t h a t  p e o p l e  c a n  e x p e r i e n c e  C h u r c h  q u i t e  e a s i l y .  T w o  o f  m y
t e n n i s  b u d d i e s  h a v e  s t a r t e d  w a t c h i n g  C C V W  o n l i n e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a  s i m p l e
i n v i t a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  m o n t h s .

B e  i n v o l v e d  i n  c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t s .  A s  y o u  s e r v e  o n  F o o d b a n k ,  o r  t h e
R e s i d e n t s  A c t i o n  G r o u p  e t c .  y o u  p u t  r e a l  f l e s h  o n  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  t h e
G o s p e l .  I t  i s  a  s h a m e  t h a t  w e  h a d  t o  c a n c e l  C a r n i v a l  C a p e r s  t h i s  y e a r ,  b u t
t h i s  e v e n t  a n d  o t h e r s  h e l p  u s  g o  o u t  i n t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  s h o w  t h e
h u m a n  f a c e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h .

H o l d  e v a n g e l i s t i c  a c t i v i t i e s  o f f  C h u r c h  p r e m i s e s .  W h e n  I  w a s  a  V i c a r  i n
W i m b l e d o n ,  C a r r i e  a n d  I  w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  s e v e r a l  h o m e s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  t h e
p a r i s h  a l o n g  w i t h  a  h a n d f u l  o f  n o n - C h r i s t i a n s  f r i e n d s ,  t o  m e e t  t h e  V i c a r
a n d  h e a r  a  s h o r t  e v a n g e l i s t i c  t a l k .  P e o p l e  w e r e  s u r p r i s i n g l y  o p e n ,  a n d  w e
h a d  s o m e  l o v e l y  m e a l s !  B e  c r e a t i v e  i n  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  w a y s  t o  d o  t h i s .  D o
r e a d  a n y t h i n g  b y  R e b e c c a  M a n l e y  P i p p e r t  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  c l a s s i c ,  O u t  o f
t h e  S a l t  S h a k e r )  t o  f i n d  m o t i v a t i o n  a n d  s i m p l i c i t y  i n  s h a r i n g  t h e  G o s p e l
w i t h  f r i e n d s .

L e t  m e  k n o w  h o w  w e  c a n  r e s o u r c e  y o u  b e s t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e a c h  o u t  w i t h  t h e
G o s p e l  i n t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  P a s t o r ’ s  p r i m e  r o l e  i s  t o  “ e q u i p  t h e  s a i n t s
f o r  t h e  w o r k  o f  m i n i s t r y ”  ( s e e  E p h  4 : 1 2 - 1 6 ) .  S o ,  p l e a s e  p r e s s  m e ,  t o  e n s u r e
t h a t  w e  d o  a l l  w e  c a n  d o  t o  e q u i p  y o u !

J u s t  d o  i t !  E v e r y  o n e  o f  u s  –  V i c a r s  i n c l u d e d  –  f e e l  n e r v o u s  a n d  i n a d e q u a t e
w h e n e v e r  w e  t r y  t o  s h a r e  t h e  G o s p e l .  B u t ,  “ …  m y  G o d  w i l l  m e e t  a l l  y o u r
n e e d s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r i c h e s  o f  h i s  g l o r y  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s "  ( P h i l  4 : 1 9 ) .  W e
m u s t  p r a y  a n d  w e  m u s t  a c t .  A c t i n g  w i t h o u t  p r a y i n g  w i l l  n o t  p r o d u c e  a n y
k i n g d o m  r e s u l t s .  B u t  p r a y i n g  w i t h o u t  a c t i n g  i s  a l s o  n o t  r i g h t .  W e  h a v e  a
G r e a t  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  f u l f i l  i t .  I t  s e e m s  t h a t  G o d  w i l l
o n l y  s t e e r  a  b o a t  t h a t  i s  m o v i n g :  s o  l e t  p r e s s  o n  w i t h  t h e  j o b  o f  m a k i n g
J e s u s  k n o w n ,  a n d  G o d  w i l l  g u i d e  u s  a n d  b l e s s  u s  i n  t h a t  t a s k .



 
M a t u r i n g  &  E q u i p p i n g

 
M A T U R I N G  A N D  E Q U I P P I N G  –  W E  W A N T  T O  B E  A  H E A L T H Y  C H U R C H

C C V W  s e e k s  t o  “ m a t u r e  a n d  e q u i p ”  t h e  C h u r c h  t o  b e  t h e  b o d y  o f  C h r i s t :
g r o w i n g  i n  o u r  f a i t h ,  a n d  d e p t h  o f  k n o w l e d g e  o f  G o d .  W e  w a n t  t o  f o c u s  o n
t h e  r a n g e  o f  a g e s  a n d  b a c k g r o u n d ,  f r o m  0 - 1 0 0  ( a n d  b e y o n d ! ) ,  i n  o u r
C h u r c h  c o m m u n i t y ,  p r o v i d i n g  c a r e  a n d  n u r t u r e .

K e y  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  i s  e n a b l i n g  e v e r y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  b o d y  o f
C h r i s t  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  a n d  u t i l i s e  t h e i r  g i f t s  t o  t h e  g l o r y  o f  G o d .  W e  w a n t  t o
e n c o u r a g e  h e a l t h y  C h u r c h  l i f e ,  b u i l d i n g  a  s e n s e  o f  c h u r c h  c o m m u n i t y  a n d
p r o v i d i n g  p a s t o r a l  c a r e  a c r o s s  a l l  a g e  g r o u p s .

S o m e o n e  w i s e l y  s a i d :  “ A  d i s c i p l e  i s  s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  m o v e d  f r o m  b e i n g
m e r e l y  a  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ’ s  m i s s i o n  t o  b e i n g  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e
C h u r c h ’ s  m i s s i o n ” .

E m p h a s i s i n g  c o n n e c t  g r o u p s  a s  k e y  h u b s  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  –  f o r  t e a c h i n g ,
f e l l o w s h i p ,  p r a y e r ,  s e r v i c e  a n d  o u t r e a c h .

T h e  ' O n e - b y - o n e '  p l e d g e  –  i n  o n e  o f  m y  p r e v i o u s  C h u r c h e s  w e  u s e d
H e b r e w s  1 0  t o  e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e  t o  s i g n  u p  f o r  t h e  “ o n e - b y - o n e ”  p l e d g e .
A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h e s  d o n ’ t  r e a l l y  h a v e  a  f o r m a l  m e m b e r s h i p  s c h e m e ,  b u t  w e
d o  w a n t  t o  h e l p  p e o p l e  t o  k n o w  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  r e a l l y  b e l o n g  a t  C C V W . *
T h e  o n e - b y - o n e  p l e d g e  e n c o u r a g e s  e v e r y o n e

 *  T o  p l e d g e  t o  b e  i n  C h u r c h  o n c e  e v e r y  S u n d a y  ( a s  a  m i n i m u m )
 *  T o  p l e d g e  t o  c o m m i t  t o  o n e  s m a l l  g r o u p  ( C o n n e c t  G r o u p )  m e e t i n g
w e e k l y
 *  T o  p l e d g e  t o  m e e t  u p  r e g u l a r l y  w i t h  o n e  o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n  f o r  p r a y e r  a n d
m u t u a l  s u p p o r t
 *  T o  p l e d g e  t o  b e  s u p p o r t i n g ,  l o v i n g ,  a n d  w i t n e s s i n g  t o  o n e  p e r s o n  w h o  i s
n o t  y e t  a  C h r i s t i a n .

I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  q u i t e  a  s i m p l e  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  o u t w o r k i n g  o f  t h e
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  H e b r e w s  1 0 :  l e t  u s  l e a r n  t o  b e  C h u r c h  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .

* ( n o t e )
I f  y o u  c o n s i d e r  y o u r s e l f  a  r e g u l a r  a t  C C V W  p l e a s e  d o  c o n t a c t  o f f i c e @ c c -
v w . o r g  t o  c o m e  o n  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  e l e c t o r a l  r o l l .



 
M a t u r i n g  &  E q u i p p i n g

c o n t . . .
 

A  f e w  p r a c t i c a l i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  C o n n e c t  G r o u p s

N e w  t i t l e  “ C o n n e c t  G r o u p s ”  ( f o r m e r l y  H o m e  G r o u p s ) .  N o t  a l l  g r o u p s  m e e t
i n  h o m e s ,  a n d  i t  e m p h a s i s e s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  w e  c o n n e c t / c o m m i t  t o  e a c h
o t h e r  f o r  m u t u a l  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  e d i f i c a t i o n .

N e w  c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s .  W e  p u b l i s h  e m a i l  a d d r e s s e s  f o r  a l l  t h e  g r o u p s ,  w h i c h
w i l l  e n a b l e  y o u  d i r e c t l y  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  l e a d e r / h o s t .   P l e a s e  c o n t a c t
o f f i c e @ c c - v w . o r g  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

N e w  g r o u p s  t o  b e  s t a r t e d .   W e  h a v e  s t a r t e d  a  f e w  n e w  g r o u p s  t h i s  y e a r ,
b u t  w e  n e e d  e v e n  m o r e  i f  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  w h o l e  c h u r c h  t o
b e  i n  a  C o n n e c t  G r o u p .

N e w  l e a d e r s  n e e d  t o  b e  t r a i n e d .   W e  s h a l l  b e  o f f e r i n g  m o r e  t r a i n i n g  o n
h o w  t o  e n c o u r a g e  h e a l t h y  C o n n e c t  G r o u p s

N e w  R e s o u r c e s .  W e  h a v e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  h a b i t  o f  p r o v i d i n g  Y o u T u b e  t e a c h i n g
w i t h  a c c o m p a n y i n g  s t u d y  n o t e s  –  f o r  l e a d e r s  a n d  f o r  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  ( s e e
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m  a n d  s e a r c h  f o r  C h r i s t C h u r c h  V i r g i n i a  W a t e r )

N e w  e n g a g e m e n t  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .   I f  w e  a r e  t o  b e  “ i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  f o r
t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  t o  t h e  G l o r y  o f  G o d ” ,  t h e n  o p e n i n g  o u r  h o m e s  f o r  f o o d ,
f e l l o w s h i p ,  f u n  a n d  l e a r n i n g ,  w i l l  h e l p  p e o p l e  c o n n e c t  w i t h  G o d  a n d
c o n n e c t  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r .  

W h a t  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o  r e a c h  o u t  i n t o  y o u r  s t r e e t  a n d  n e i g h b o u r h o o d ,  a n d
s h o w  p e o p l e  C h r i s t i a n  l o v e  i n  a c t i o n .



 
I n f l u e n c i n g  &  C a r i n g

 
 I N F L U E N C I N G  A N D  C A R I N G  –  W E  W A N T  T O  B E  A  C A R I N G  C H U R C H

C C V W  s e e k s  t o  “ i n f l u e n c e  a n d  c a r e ”  b y  a d d r e s s i n g  i s s u e s  o f  c u r r e n t
c o n c e r n ,  l o c a l l y ,  n a t i o n a l l y  a n d  b e y o n d .

 " C a r r y  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  b u r d e n s ,  a n d  i n  t h i s  w a y  y o u  w i l l  f u l f i l l  t h e  l a w  o f
C h r i s t . "  ( G a l a t i a n s  6 : 2 ) .

 T h r o u g h  o u r  l o v e  a n d  c a r e ,  w e  w a n t  t o  h e l p  e v e r y o n e  t o  f i n d  t h e i r  t r u e
i d e n t i t y  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  A n d  t o  b e  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  a l l :  a  t r u e  h o m e ,  a n d
f a m i l y  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r .  W e  v a l u e  t h e  w o r k  d o n e  i n  s e t t i n g  u p  H o p e  i n
D e p r e s s i o n ,  a n d  s i m i l a r  c o u r s e s ,  a d d r e s s i n g  i s s u e s  o f  t o d a y ,  p r a y i n g  i n ,
a n d  f o r ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  W e  h o p e  t o  g i v e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  m e m b e r s  t e a c h i n g
a n d  r e s o u r c e s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  a d d r e s s  k e y  i s s u e s  o f  t o d a y ,  a n d  h a v e  a
c o h e r e n t  w o r l d  v i e w  w h i c h  h e l p s  a n s w e r s  q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  p e o p l e  a r e
a s k i n g .

V e r y  p r a c t i c a l l y ,  w e  a i m  t o  b e  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  l o n e l y  p e o p l e  f i n d
f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  h o p e  i n  C h r i s t .

W e  n e e d  t o  g i v e  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  b u i l d i n g  h e a l t h y  c o m m u n i t y ,  t o
i n c r e a s i n g  o u r  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  t o  b e  t h e r e  f o r  o n e  a n o t h e r ,
a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  t r u e  h o m e ,  w h a t e v e r  y o u r  c u r r e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .



 
I n f l u e n c i n g  &  C a r i n g

 c o n t . . .
H e r e  a r e  t w o  f o u n d a t i o n a l  b i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t s  w h i c h ,  i t  s e e m s  t o  m e ,  s h o u l d
s h a p e  o u r  v i e w  o f  C h u r c h :  F a m i l y  a n d  F r i e n d s h i p .

1 .  “ W E  A R E  F A M I L Y ”
I f  y o u  a r e  o f  a  c e r t a i n  a g e ,  I  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  s u r p r i s e d  i f  y o u  d i d n ’ t  f i n i s h
r e a d i n g  t h o s e  t h r e e  w o r d s  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  l y r i c s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r  S l e d g e
S o n g !
" K e e p  o n  l o v i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r  a s  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s . "  H e b r e w s  1 3 : 1
I t  i s  t r u e ,  “ y o u  c a n  c h o o s e  y o u r  f r i e n d s ,  b u t  y o u  c a n ’ t  c h o o s e  y o u r  f a m i l y ” .
N o t i c e  t h e  w a y  J e s u s  d e s c r i b e s  i t :
H e  s a i d :  “ H e r e  a r e  m y  m o t h e r  a n d  m y  b r o t h e r s !  F o r  w h o e v e r  d o e s  t h e  w i l l
o f  G o d ,  h e  i s  m y  b r o t h e r  a n d  s i s t e r  a n d  m o t h e r ”  ( M a r k  3 : 3 4 )
P e t e r  o b j e c t s ,  “ W e  h a v e  l e f t  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  f o l l o w  y o u ! ”
“ T r u l y  I  t e l l  y o u , ”  J e s u s  r e p l i e d ,  “ n o  o n e  w h o  h a s  l e f t  h o m e  o r  b r o t h e r s  o r
s i s t e r s  o r  m o t h e r  o r  f a t h e r  o r  c h i l d r e n  o r  f i e l d s  f o r  m e  a n d  t h e  g o s p e l  w i l l
f a i l  t o  r e c e i v e  a  h u n d r e d  t i m e s  a s  m u c h  i n  t h i s  p r e s e n t  a g e :  h o m e s ,
b r o t h e r s ,  s i s t e r s ,  m o t h e r s ,  c h i l d r e n  a n d  f i e l d s — a l o n g  w i t h  p e r s e c u t i o n s —
a n d  i n  t h e  a g e  t o  c o m e  e t e r n a l  l i f e .  B u t  m a n y  w h o  a r e  f i r s t  w i l l  b e  l a s t ,
a n d  t h e  l a s t  f i r s t . ”  ( M a r k  1 0 : 2 8 - 3 1 )  

T h e r e  i s  e n o r m o u s  p r i v i l e g e  i n  b e i n g  a  d i s c i p l e  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  Y o u  f i n d
t h a t  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  a d o p t e d  i n t o  a  f a m i l y  –  t h e  b i g  f a m i l y  o f  G o d  –  w h i c h
g i v e s  y o u  a  s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g  t o  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  a l l  a r o u n d  t h e
w o r l d .  A l t h o u g h ,  t h i s  a l s o  m e a n s  t a k i n g  o n  t h e  f a m i l y  i d e n t i t y ,  a n d  b e i n g
t r e a t e d  a s  J e s u s  w a s  t r e a t e d  t o o .  I t  a l s o  c h a l l e n g e s  t h e  m o d e r n  v i e w  o f
f a m i l y  l i f e  a s  “ m u m ,  d a d  a n d  2 . 2  c h i l d r e n ” ,  a n d  s h o u l d  b e t t e r  r e f l e c t  t h e
e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y  t h a t  w h a t  p a r t  o f  a n c i e n t  I s r a e l  ( a n d  c o n t i n u e s  i n  m a n y
p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  w e s t ) .

T h a t  s e n s e  o f  o w n e r s h i p  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  l i e s  a t  t h e  h e a r t
o f  t r u e  C h r i s t i a n  F e l l o w s h i p ,  I  t h i n k .  I f  y o u r  s i b l i n g  c a l l s  y o u  a t  m i d n i g h t
t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  n e e d  y o u ,  y o u  w o u l d  r e s p o n d ,  r i g h t ?  C h r i s t i a n s  h a v e  t h o s e
k i n d s  o f  c l o s e  b o n d s  a s  a d o p t e d  c h i l d r e n  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y ,  w i t h  J e s u s  a s  o u r
b r o t h e r .
L o c k d o w n  h a s  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e s e  c o n n e c t i o n s  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t s .  T h e r e  i s  a
l i m i t  t o  h o w  m u c h  w e  c a n  c o n n e c t  v i a  z o o m !  F o r  e x a m p l e  I  h a v e  b e e n
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t w o  t h i n g s  a s  l o c k d o w n  e a s e s :
T h a t  w e  a r e  i n  d a n g e r  o f  p r o d u c i n g  c o n s u m e r s ,  n o t  w o r s h i p p e r s .  T h a n k
G o d  t h a t  w e  h a v e  h a d  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  j o i n  t o g e t h e r  i n  c o r p o r a t e
w o r s h i p  b u t  b e w a r e  o f  a  p u r e l y  p a s s i v e  a t t e n d a n c e .  C h u r c h  i s  n o t
s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  w e  f i t  i n t o  a n  o t h e r w i s e  p a c k e d  s c h e d u l e :  i t  i s  a  p l a c e  t o
m e e t  w i t h  o u r  f a m i l y ,  a n d  i t  s h o u l d  b e  o u r  p r i o r i t y .
W h e r e  w e  m o s t l y  m e e t  “ v i r t u a l l y ” ,  I  h a v e  s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  t h e  i n v i s i b i l i t y  o f
i t  a l l .  I  w o u l d  o n l y  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  a r e  t h e r e  i f  y o u  m a k e  c o n t a c t  ( o r  I
c o n t a c t  y o u )  …  w h o  i s  s l i p p i n g  o f f  t h e  r a d a r ?  W h o  i s  i n  s u c h  a  d i f f i c u l t
p l a c e  t h a t  t h e y  f i n d  i t  h a r d  t o  r e a c h  o u t ?  H o w  d o  w e  m a i n t a i n  k i n s h i p
r e l a t i o n s h i p  a t  t i m e s  l i k e  t h e s e ?  Z o o m ,  t e l e p h o n e ,  d i s t a n c e d  m e e t i n g ,  e t c
a l l  h e l p .
I t ’ s  t i m e  t o  r e c o n n e c t  w i t h  o u r  f a m i l y !  L e t ’ s  d o  w h a t  w e  c a n  t o  b e  t h e r e  f o r
e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  r e t u r n  t o  p h y s i c a l  m e e t i n g  a s  y o u  a r e  a b l e .
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2 .  “ I  H A V E  C A L L E D  Y O U  F R I E N D S ”  ( J E S U S  I N  J O H N  1 5 : 1 5 )

B e i n g  a  f r i e n d  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  b e i n g  f a m i l y ,  a n d  e q u a l l y ,  i f
n o t  m o r e ,  i m p o r t a n t .
S o  m a n y  p e o p l e  h a v e  f e w  f r i e n d s .  Y e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  b u s i n e s s  a c q u a i n t a n c e s ,
w a l k i n g / g o l f /  t e n n i s  p a r t n e r s ,  a n d  f e l l o w  m e m b e r s  o f  w h a t e v e r  c l u b  y o u  a s s o c i a t e
w i t h .  T h e s e  a r e  a l l  i m p o r t a n t .
B u t ,  f r i e n d s ?  A s  I  h a v e  b e e n  p o n d e r i n g  t h i s  t o p i c  f o r  a  w h i l e ,  I  h a v e  d e l i b e r a t e l y
m a d e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  s o m e  f r i e n d s  t h a t  I  h a v e  l o s t  t o u c h  w i t h  –  v i a  t e x t  o r  p h o n e
c a l l .  I t  h a s  b e e n  e n c o u r a g i n g  a n d  r e f r e s h i n g  t o  d o  s o .  

T h r e e  b r i e f  t h o u g h t s  o n  t h i s :

a .  O p e n  U p

F r i e n d s h i p  r e q u i r e s  u s  t o  b e  o p e n  a n d  v u l n e r a b l e  –  a l t h o u g h ,  n o t  t o  t h e  s a m e
d e g r e e  w i t h  e v e r y o n e .
M a n y  h a v e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  J e s u s  h a d  d i f f e r e n t  c i r c l e s  o r  f r i e n d s :
T h e r e  w a s  t h e  c r o w d  –  f a s c i n a t e d  a n d  f i c k l e .
T h e r e  w a s  t h e  7 2  –  t h o s e  s e n t  o u t  o n  m i s s i o n .
T h e r e  w a s  t h e  1 2  –  a n  i n n e r  c i r c l e  w i t h  w h o m  h e  s h a r e d  h i s  p l a n s ,  f o o d  a n d
m i s s i o n  ( a l t h o u g h  o n e  b e t r a y e d  h i m ,  a n d  a l l  d e n i e d  h i m ) .
T h e r e  w a s  t h e  3  ( P e t e r ,  J a m e s  a n d  J o h n )  –  t h e y  c l e a r l y  h a d  c l o s e r  a c c e s s  t o  J e s u s ,
a n d  h e  s h a r e d  h i s  h e a r t  w i t h  t h e m .
T h i s  p a t t e r n  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  w o u l d  s e e m  t o  i m p l y  t h a t  w e  c a n ’ t  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  l e v e l
o f  i n t i m a c y  w i t h  e v e r y o n e .  I t  a l s o  s h o w s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  m e e t i n g  t o g e t h e r
o u t s i d e  o f  c o r p o r a t e  w o r s h i p  o n  a  S u n d a y  –  i n  s m a l l e r  H o m e / Z o o m  g r o u p s ,  a n d  i n
t w o s  o r  t h r e e s .

b .  G o  D e e p

A l t h o u g h  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  h a v e  d e e p  f r i e n d s h i p s  w i t h
e v e r y o n e ,  I  w o n d e r  w h e t h e r  w e  h a v e  t h a t  l e v e l  o f  d e e p  s h a r i n g ,  p r a y e r  a n d
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  o n e  o r  t w o  p e o p l e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  w e  d o n ’ t  w a n t  t o  c r e a t e
c l i q u e s  w i t h i n  t h e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  m a n a g i n g  o u r  c i r c l e  o f  f r i e n d s  i s
i m p o r t a n t .  B u t  d o  y o u  h a v e  a  p r a y e r  p a r t n e r ?  A n  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  p a r t n e r ?
O r  j u s t ,  a  g o o d  f r i e n d s h i p ,  w h e r e  y o u  f e e l  y o u  c a n  b e  y o u r s e l f ?  S o m e o n e
w h o  c h a l l e n g e s  y o u  i n  y o u r  d i s c i p l e s h i p  ( w i t h o u t  j u d g e m e n t )  a n d  c a n  h e l p
y o u  b e  a  b e t t e r  ' y o u '  i n  C h r i s t .

c .  B e  a  g o o d  f r i e n d

M a n y  l a m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  d o n ’ t  h a v e  m a n y  c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  b u t  I  w o n d e r  s o m e t i m e s
w h e t h e r  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  a l w a y s  w a i t i n g  f o r  o t h e r s  t o  m a k e  t h e  f i r s t  m o v e .

S e n d  a  t e x t ,  p i c k  u p  t h e  p h o n e ,  a r r a n g e  f o r  a  c o f f e e  ( o r  a  z o o m  m e e t ) .
A s  w e  h a v e  s t a r t e d  t o  r e g a t h e r  a s  a  C h u r c h ,  h o w  c a n  w e  b e  o p e n ,  g o  d e e p  a n d  b e
g o o d  f r i e n d s  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  g i v e n  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c i n g ?
C l e a r l y  t h e r e  i s  a  m o r e  t o  b e  s a i d  o n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  b e i n g  C h u r c h ,  b u t
t h e  m a i n  c h a l l e n g e  i s  t o  l o o k  o u t  f o r  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  e n s u r e  t h a t  C C V W  i s  a
p l a c e  w h e r e  l o n e l y  p e o p l e  c a n  f e e l  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h
G o d  t h e i r  F a t h e r .



 
S p r e a d i n g  &  P r o m o t i n g

SPREADING AND PROMOTING – WE WANT TO BE A CONNECTED CHURCH

C C V W  s e e k s  t o  “ s p r e a d  a n d  p r o m o t e ”  t h e  G o o d  N e w s  t h r o u g h
c o n t e m p o r a r y ,  m e d i a  f r i e n d l y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  I n  p a r t ,  t h i s  i s  f o r  t h o s e
w h o  a l r e a d y  a t t e n d ,  b u t  b e y o n d  t h i s ,  t o  h e l p  a  s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g  f o r
t h o s e  w h o  m a y  n o t  b e  p h y s i c a l l y  a t  C C V W  ( t h r o u g h  w e b  s i t e ,  l i v e
s t r e a m i n g ,  t w i t t e r ,  F a c e b o o k  ,  I n s t a g r a m  e t c . ) .  O u r  h o p e  i s  t h a t  t h e  G o o d
N e w s  o f  J e s u s  w i l l  p e r m e a t e  b e y o n d  t h e  p h y s i c a l  b o r d e r s  o f  o u r  p a r i s h  t o
r e a c h  e v e n  t o  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h e  e a r t h !  J u s t  a s  t h e  p r i n t i n g  p r e s s  w a s  u s e d  i n
t h e  1 7 t h  C e n t u r y  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  w r i t t e n  w o r d  o f  G o d ,  w e  w i l l  u s e  a l l  f o r m s
o f  m e d i a  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  G o s p e l  a b r o a d .

O n l i n e  a n d  O n s i g h t  C h u r c h  –  e m e r g i n g  f r o m  a  p a n d e m i c .
C e r t a i n l y ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  w e  h a d  v e r y  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  a t t e n d i n g  o u r  o n l i n e
s e r v i c e s ,  p e a k i n g  a t  E a s t e r  w i t h  p o s s i b l y  f o u r  t i m e s  o u r  u s u a l  S u n d a y
a t t e n d e e s  l o g g i n g  o n ;
O n l i n e  m e e t i n g  e n a b l e s  p e o p l e  t o  j o i n  C h r i s t i a n  w o r s h i p  w i t h o u t  t h e  b i g
h u r d l e  o f  s t e p p i n g  o v e r  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  a  C h u r c h  b u i l d i n g ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  w e
a l l  k n o w  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  a t t e n d e d  c h u r c h  “ v i r t u a l l y ”  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ;

M a n y  o f  y o u  h a v e  c o m m e n t e d  o n  h o w  g o o d  i t  i s  f o r  w h o l e  f a m i l i e s  t o
w o r s h i p  t o g e t h e r  a t  h o m e ,  a n d  a  p l a c e  f o r  h o u s e b o u n d  p e o p l e  t o  j o i n .  
 T h i s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  e v e n  a s  m o r e  p e o p l e  r e j o i n  o n s i t e  w o r s h i p .

C o u r s e s ,  c o n n e c t  g r o u p s  a n d  z o o m  m e e t i n g s  h a v e  w o r k e d  w e l l ,  a s  a
s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  m e e t i n g  p h y s i c a l l y  ( a l t h o u g h  I  k n o w  m a n y  o f  y o u  a r e  k e e n
t h a t  w e  f i n d  a  w a y  t o  r e t u r n  t o  p h y s i c a l  m e e t i n g ) .
W e  a r e  a l s o  a w a r e  o f  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s :  O n l i n e  o n l y  i s  a  p o o r  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r
t h e  c l o s e n e s s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  f e l l o w s h i p :  T h e  h u b b u b  o f  g a t h e r i n g ,  c o f f e e
a f t e r  C h u r c h ,  H o l y  C o m m u n i o n ,  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  s i n g  a n d  w o r s h i p ,  v o c a l l y !

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  d e g r e e  o f  a n o n y m i t y  o n l i n e ,  y e s ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  p e o p l e  c a n
e a s i l y  j o i n  a n d  “ p o p  i n ” ,  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  u n l e s s  y o u  m a k e  c o n t a c t
w i t h  o t h e r s  t h e n  w e  h a v e  n o  i d e a  w h o  i s  ( o r  i s  n o t )  a t t e n d i n g
T h e  c a s u a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  w o r s h i p  e x p e r i e n c e :  w e ’ v e  j o k e d  a b o u t  w a t c h i n g
i n  o u r  p y j a m a s ,  c o f f e e  i n  h a n d ,  a n d  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  m u t e  t h e  p r e a c h e r !  B u t
i t  i s  a  s e r i o u s  i s s u e :  w e  d o n ’ t  w a n t  t o  p r o d u c e  “ a r m c h a i r ”  C h r i s t i a n s ,  n o r
d o  w e  w a n t  t h e  h o u r  o f  g a t h e r e d  w o r s h i p  t o  b e  s o m e t h i n g  w e  c a t c h  u p
w i t h  w h e n  w e  h a v e  s p a r e  t i m e .  P l u s ,  w e  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  c o m m i t  o u r s e l v e s  t o
a  l o c a l  c h u r c h  –  n o t  f l i t  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t  o n l i n e  o f f e r i n g s .  I t  i s  s o b e r i n g
t o  d i v e  i n t o  t h e  a n a l y t i c s  a n d  n o t e  t h e  s h o r t  a v e r a g e  t i m e  l e n g t h  o f
w a t c h i n g  o f  t h o s e  w h o  l o g  o n .  T h e  b i g  n u m b e r s  d o  n o t  t e l l  t h e  f u l l  s t o r y .



S p r e a d i n g  &  P r o m o t i n g
c o n t . . .

C h u r c h  l o o k s  a  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  n o w ?

F o r  m e ,  t h e  k e y  q u e s t i o n  i s :  h o w  c a n  w e  c o n n e c t  d e e p l y  a n d  m e a n i n g f u l l y ,
h a v i n g  j u m p e d  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l  m e d i a  w o r l d ?
I  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e  m y  c o n c e r n  t h a t  i n  o u r  m o d e r n  w o r l d  p e o p l e  a r e
“ C o n n e c t e d  b u t  n o t  C o m m i t t e d ” .

T h i s  m o d e l  o f  s h a r e d  l i v e s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  o u r  g o a l  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n :

A c t s  2 : 4 2 - 4 7  ( E S V )
A n d  t h e y  d e v o t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  a p o s t l e s ’  t e a c h i n g  a n d  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p ,
t o  t h e  b r e a k i n g  o f  b r e a d  a n d  t h e  p r a y e r s .  A n d  a w e  c a m e  u p o n  e v e r y  s o u l ,
a n d  m a n y  w o n d e r s  a n d  s i g n s  w e r e  b e i n g  d o n e  t h r o u g h  t h e  a p o s t l e s .  A n d
a l l  w h o  b e l i e v e d  w e r e  t o g e t h e r  a n d  h a d  a l l  t h i n g s  i n  c o m m o n .  A n d  t h e y
w e r e  s e l l i n g  t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n s  a n d  b e l o n g i n g s  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e
p r o c e e d s  t o  a l l ,  a s  a n y  h a d  n e e d .  A n d  d a y  b y  d a y ,  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  t e m p l e
t o g e t h e r  a n d  b r e a k i n g  b r e a d  i n  t h e i r  h o m e s ,  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  f o o d  w i t h
g l a d  a n d  g e n e r o u s  h e a r t s ,  p r a i s i n g  G o d  a n d  h a v i n g  f a v o u r  w i t h  a l l  t h e
p e o p l e .  A n d  t h e  L o r d  a d d e d  t o  t h e i r  n u m b e r  d a y  b y  d a y  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e
b e i n g  s a v e d .

“ G o d ’ s  W o r k ,  i n  G o d ’ s  W o r l d ,  i n  G o d ’ s  W a y ”

S o ,  a  f e w  c h a l l e n g e s :

P l e a s e ,  a s  y o u  a r e  a b l e ,  r e t u r n  t o  p h y s i c a l  m e e t i n g  i n  C h u r c h .  N u m b e r s  a r e
g r o w i n g ,  w h i c h  i s  e n c o u r a g i n g ,  b u t  w e  a r e  n o t  y e t  a t  s a f e l y  d i s t a n c e d
c a p a c i t y  ( a n d  w e  h o p e  t o  a d d  m o r e  s e r v i c e s  w h e n  w e  a r e  a b l e ) .  O b v i o u s l y ,
i f  y o u  a r e  s h i e l d i n g ,  o r  v u l n e r a b l e ,  w e  d o n ’ t  e x p e c t  y o u  t o  p u t  y o u r s e l f  o r
o t h e r s  a t  r i s k .  B u t ,  p l e a s e  d o  c o m e  i f  y o u  a r e  a b l e .

O u r  p r i n c i p l e  S u n d a y  S e r v i c e s  a r e :
·       0 8 : 3 0  L i t u r g i c a l  W o r s h i p
·       1 0 : 3 0  C o n t e m p o r a r y  W o r s h i p  ( a l l  s t r e a m e d  l i v e  t o  o u r  Y o u T u b e
c h a n n e l )
·       1 8 : 3 0  I n f o r m a l  W o r s h i p

O u r  d e s i r e  t o  r e a c h  o u t  i n t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  –  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n  c a r e ,  a n d  w i t h
t h e  G o s p e l  m e s s a g e ;

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  J e s u s  k e e p s  h i s  p r o m i s e :  “ I  w i l l  b u i l d  m y  C h u r c h ,  a n d  t h e
g a t e s  o f  h e l l  w i l l  n o t  p r e v a i l  o v e r  i t ”  ( M a t t  1 6 : 8 )  –  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  G o d  i s  s o
m u c h  b i g g e r  t h a n  t h e  l o c a l  C h u r c h :  l e t ’ s  s e e  h o w  w e  c a n  b e  s u r e  t h a t  w e
a r e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  H i s  w o r k  i n  H i s  w o r l d  i n  H i s  w a y !



S e r v i n g  &  S h a r i n g
 

S E R V I N G  A N D  S H A R I N G  –  W E  W A N T  T O  B E  A  R E S O U R C I N G
C H U R C H

C C V W  s e e k s  t o  “ s e r v e  a n d  s h a r e ”  g e n e r o u s l y  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t a l e n t s  G o d
h a s  g i v e n  t o  u s :  s u p p o r t i n g  m i s s i o n ,  s e n d i n g  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  s k i l l ,  t o  a s s i s t
o t h e r s .  T e a c h i n g  a n d  t r a i n i n g  o u r  m e m b e r s  s o  t h e y  m a y  b e  a  b l e s s i n g  a n d
r e s o u r c e  t o  o t h e r s .  P l u s ,  t r a i n i n g  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  t o  g o  o u t  f r o m  C C V W  t o
s e r v e  h i m  i n  m a n y  s p h e r e s  o f  l i f e  a n d  m i n i s t r y .

T h i s  i n c l u d e s  o u r  l o c a l  a n d  g l o b a l  m i s s i o n ,  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n ,
r e s o u r c i n g  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s ,  t r a i n i n g  n e w  l e a d e r s ,  a n d  b e i n g  g e n e r o u s  w i t h
a l l  t h a t  G o d  h a s  g i v e n  u s .  T h e  T h e o l o g y  R e a d i n g  G r o u p  a n d  T h i r d
M i l l e n n i u m  C u r r i c u l u m ,  a n d  " R e a d i n g  f o r  P r e a c h i n g "  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  w a y s
w e  c a n  b e  a  w i d e r  r e s o u r c e  t o  G o d ’ s  C h u r c h .

S o m e  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  i n  p r o g r e s s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w e  h a v e  s e n t  a  s t e a d y
f l o w  o f  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  o f f  f o r  f u r t h e r  t r a i n i n g  a n d  m i n i s t r y .

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  w e  h a v e  r u n  s e v e r a l  o n l i n e  c o u r s e s :  T h e  B i b l e  C o u r s e ,  F a i t h
i n  a  C o r o n a v i r u s  W o r l d ,  T h e  M a r r i a g e  C o u r s e ,  T h e  P a r e n t i n g  C o u r s e .   W e
r u n  A l p h a  a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  E x p l o r e d ,  o n l i n e  a n d  i n  p e r s o n .

T r a i n i n g  i s  b u t  o n e  p a r t  o f  t h e  v i s i o n  t o  b e  a  r e s o u r c i n g  C h u r c h .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  w e  g i v e  1 0 %  o f  o u r  b u d g e t  t o w a r d s  M i s s i o n ,  a n d  3 4 %  o f  o u r
b u d g e t  i n t o  t h e  D i o c e s e ,  b y  w a y  o f  o u r  p a r i s h  s h a r e  ( w h i c h ,  i s  g e n e r o u s l y
a b o v e  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  t w o  c l e r g y ,  V i c a r  a n d  C u r a t e ,  p a i d  f o r  b y  t h e
D i o c e s e ) .

W e  s e e k  t o  f o s t e r  a  s t r o n g  d e s i r e  t o  b l e s s  o t h e r s  w i t h  t h e  r i c h e s  G o d  h a s
g i v e n  u s ,  s e e k  t o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n  w o r k  b e y o n d  o u r  o w n  p a r i s h ,
a n d  t r a i n  m o r e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  G o d ’ s  C h u r c h .



N e x t  S t e p s
 

N E X T  S T E P S  –  S O M E  Q U E S T I O N S  T O  A S K

H a v e  I  c o m m i t t e d  m y s e l f  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  C C V W ?

J o i n i n g  t h e  E l e c t o r a l  R o l l
S i g n i n g  u p  t o  E - n e w s  a n d  V i c a r ’ s  l e t t e r  ( v i a  t h e  w e b s i t e )
J o i n i n g  a  c o u r s e  f o r  n e w  m e m b e r s ,  o r  a  C o n n e c t  G r o u p

H a v e  I  o f f e r e d  t o  s e r v e ?

J o i n i n g  t h e  p l a n n e d  g i v i n g  s c h e m e  a n d  p l e d g i n g  m y  f i n a n c i a l  g i f t s
H e l p i n g  t o  s e r v e  G o d  t h o u g h  m i n i s t r i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  C h u r c h  –  p r a c t i c a l
a s s i s t a n c e ,  h e l p  p u t t i n g  o n  S u n d a y  s e r v i c e s ,  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  a n d
y o u t h  w o r k ,  s e r v i n g  o n  c o m m i t t e e s  e t c  e t c

A m  i n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  t o  t h e  g l o r y
o f  G o d ?

W h a t  o p t i o n s  a m  I  e x p l o r i n g  t o  s e r v e  G o d  i n  V i r g i n i a  W a t e r  a n d  b e y o n d ?
H a v e  a  s i g n e d  u p  f o r  P a s s i o n  f o r  L i f e ,  v i s i t i n g  a r o u n d  L o n g c r o s s ?  S e r v i n g
t h e  L o r d  n e a r  a n d  f a r ?

O v e r  t o  y o u … .

P l e a s e  l o o k  o v e r  t h e  s t u d y  g u i d e  w h i c h  f o l l o w s  w h i c h  h e l p s  t o  e x p l a i n  w h y
w e  b e l i e v e  G o d  h a s  c a l l e d  u s  t o  w o r k  t o w a r d s  t h i s  V i s i o n  a n d  P u r p o s e !
P l e a s e  s p e a k  t o  S i m o n  V i b e r t  ( V i c a r )  o r  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e  s t a f f  t e a m  i f  w e  c a n
h e l p  y o u  f e e l  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  C C V W  i n  a n y  w a y .

A l s o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  u s  v i a :
f a c e b o o k  -  w e  a r e  C h r i s t  C h u r c h  V W
I n s t a g r a m  -  w e  a r e  C h r i s t c h u r c h v w
o u r  w e b s i t e  i s :  w w w . c c - v w . o r g
O u r  Y o u T u b e  c h a n n e l  i s  C h r i s t  C h u r c h  V i r g i n i a  W a t e r
t h e  o f f i c e  e m a i l  i s :  o f f i c e @ c c - v w . o r g  ( t o  s i g n  u p  f o r  o u r  f o r t n i g h t l y  V i c a r ' s
l e t t e r  a n d  e N e w s )



VISION

PART  TWO,  STUDY  NOTES

T O  B E  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y ;  
F O R  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y ;  
T O  T H E  G L O R Y  O F  G O D

THE  SPECIF IC  ACT IONS  AND PLANS  WHICH FOLLOW ARE :

R E A C H I N G  A N D  G R O W I N G  -  
W e  w a n t  t o  b e  a  g r o w i n g  c h u r c h

M A T U R I N G  A N D  E Q U I P P I N G  -  
W e  w a n t  t o  b e  a  h e a l t h y  c h u r c h

I N F L U E N C I N G  A N D  C A R I N G  -  
W e  w a n t  t o  b e  a  c a r i n g  c h u r c h

S P R E A D I N G  A N D  P R O M O T I N G  -  
W e  w a n t  t o  b e  a  c o n n e c t e d  c h u r c h
S E R V I N G  A N D  S H A R I N G  -

 W e  w a n t  t o  b e  a  r e s o u r c i n g  c h u r c h

PURPOSE
" T O  K N O W  J E S U S  A N D  M A K E  J E S U S  K N O W N "  T H R O U G H
W O R S H I P ,  P R A Y E R ,  T E A C H I N G ,  A N D ,  C O M M U N A L  L I F E  I N ,
A N D  B E L O N G I N G  T O ,  T H E  C H U R C H



A .  R E A C H I N G  &  G R O W I N G  
W E  W A N T  T O  B E  A  G R O W I N G  C H U R C H

CCVW seeks to “reach and grow”,  by enabling the Church to serve the community,
pray for the community,  and be present,  and relevant to the community,  and to share
the Good News of Jesus Christ ,  with the community.  We want to see more and more
people coming to know Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour,  and be given the
opportunity to f lourish and grow, in their  Christian walk with the Lord.
We seek to build up God’s people through God-focussed Sunday meetings,  and
courses and events,  to equip and inspire,  so that we may reach the immediate
community with the Good News of Jesus.  This includes Wentworth Estate,  Longcross
Garden Vil lage,  and the houses,  shops and social  places in our Vil lage.

G E N E S I S  1 2 : 1 - 9
What do you think the great blessings which were promised to Abraham
have to say to modern Church people?

question 1

I S A I A H  5 5 : 1 - 1 3
What part does God promise to play, and what part do we play, in sending
out the invitation to refreshment and joy?

question 2

M A T T H E W  2 8 : 1 8 - 2 0
What does this verse say about the scope of our mission? About the task of
mission? About the message of mission? About the means of mission? And
about Jesus’ activity as we go?

question 3

E P H E S I A N S  1 : 1 5 - 2 3
What should we be praying for? And, what is the big end goal for God’s 
 church?

question 4

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  T H O U G H T ,  D I S C U S S I O N  A N D  A C T I O N
How can CCVW mobilise everyone in Church to be active in
this role?  Whilst we prepare for new work in Longcross,
what more can we do to reach into Wentworth Estate,
Trumps Green, and every household in the parish and
beyond? What should we be doing NOW to prepare to plant a
new worshipping community in Longcross.

Can you think about
proactive ways in which you
can share the message with
those who are not yet
Christians?



B .  M A T U R I N G  &  E Q U I P P I N G  
W E  W A N T  T O  B E  A  H E A L T H Y  C H U R C H

CCVW seeks to “mature and equip” the Church to be the body of Christ :  growing in
our faith,  and depth of knowledge of God. We want to focus on the range of ages and
backgrounds,  from 0-100 (and beyond!) ,  in our Church community,  providing care
and nurture.
Enabling every member of the body of Christ to appreciate and util ise their  gifts to
the glory of God. We want to encourage healthy Church l i fe,  building a sense of
church community,  and providing pastoral care across all  age groups.
Someone wisely said:  “A disciple is  someone who has moved from being merely a
recipient of the church’s mission to being responsible for the Church’s mission”.
Emphasising Connect Groups as key hubs in our community –  for teaching,
fellowship,  prayer,  service and outreach.

J E R E M I A H  2 9 : 1 2 - 1 3
What comfort does this verse give to those who diligently seek God?question 1

C O L O S S I A N S  1 : 1 5 - 2 8
question 2
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(Particularly, “Christ is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may
present everyone fully mature in Christ.” (Colossians 1:28))

How does Colossians 1 assume that the Church will mature?

Z E C H A R I A H  4 : 1 - 6
How will God grow His Church?question 3

2  T I M O T H Y  4 : 1 - 8
What is the role of the Word of God in bringing about our maturity (see
also 2 Timothy 3:16-17)?question 4

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  T H O U G H T ,  D I S C U S S I O N  A N D  A C T I O N
What might we do so that our Connect Groups will be places
where we feel safe, and are encouraged by other Christians,
and yet, at the same, be open to new members and be
prepared to reach out to others?

How can we grow and develop
our Connect Groups?



C .  I N F L U E N C I N G  &  C A R I N G
W E  W A N T  T O  B E  A  C A R I N G  C H U R C H

CCVW seeks to “ influence and care” by addressing issues of current concern,  locally ,
nationally ,  and beyond. 
Through our love and care,  we want to help everyone to f ind their true identity in
Jesus Christ .  And to be community for all :  a true home, and family to one another.
Continued support of Hope in Depression,  addressing issues of today,  praying in,  and
for,  the community.  We hope to give congregation members teaching and resources
to be able to address key issues of today,  and have a coherent world view which
helps answers questions which people are asking.
Very practically ,  we aim to be the place where lonely people f ind friendship and hope
in Christ .

P S A L M  4 0
How, ultimately, does the psalmist think that our most intimate needs will
be met?
In what ways is this spelled out in this psalm?

question 1

G E N E S I S  5 0 : 1 5 - 2 6
Think particularly about verse 20. How might we have this perspective on
the bad stuff that comes our way? What attitude should we have towards
others who might have harmed us? Compare also Romans 8:28.

question 3

A C T S  2 : 4 2 - 4 7
How could we make Christ Church look more like the description of the
young Church here in Acts 2?

question 4

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  T H O U G H T ,  D I S C U S S I O N  A N D  A C T I O N
What practical ways can we support young families?
Teenagers?  Students in our area? Newlyweds? Single
people? “empty nesters”? Seniors?

Spend some time thinking
about how we might be good
friends to each other, and how
we might reach out to those
who are lonely.

1 P E T E R  3 : 8 - 1 0
How can we “always be prepared” to “give an answer”? And, why do you think
that he says “hope” not “faith”?  How will “gentleness and hope” be evident in
our answers to questions people ask? And, of course, what kind of lifestyle
should we have that will prompt people to ask such questions?

question 2
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(Particularly, “In your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”  (1 Peter 3:15))



D .  S P R E A D I N G  &  P R O M O T I N G
W E  W A N T  T O  B E  A  C O N N E C T E D  C H U R C H

CCVW seeks to “spread and promote” the Good News through contemporary,  media
friendly communication.  In part ,  this is  for those who already attend, but beyond
this,  to help a sense of belonging for those who may not be physically at CCVW
(through website,  l ive-streaming, twitter ,  Facebook, Instagram etc.) .  Our hope is that
the Good News of Jesus will  permeate beyond the physical borders of our parish to
reach even to the ends of the earth!   Just as the printing press was used in the 17th
Century to spread the written word of God, we will  use all  forms of media to spread
the Gospel abroad.

1  K I N G S  1 0 : 1 - 1 3
What do we learn from Solomon’s fame, and the key profile of a united Israel
under his kingship – both in terms of encouragement and warning – for
spreading the Gospel today?

question 1

A C T S  1 : 1 - 8
How do we continue to play our role in ensuring that the Gospel flows to the
ends of the earth? How might we use the resources of the 21st Century to
fulfil this role?

question 2
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(Particularly, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8))

2  K I N G S  2 0 : 1 - 7
Consider how God called Hezekiah to “put his house in order”, and then
spared him to live another day. What does this tell us about how we should
live for God?

question 3

M A T T H E W  9 : 3 5 - 3 8
Do we have compassion on people in the way Jesus had compassion? And,
do we pray for the workers to go into the harvest field? How might YOU be
part of the answer?!

question 4

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  T H O U G H T ,  D I S C U S S I O N  A N D  A C T I O N
Consider the many ways in which we can connect beyond our community, using all the
resources which God has given us.



E .  S E R V I N G  &  S H A R I N G
W E  W A N T  T O  B E  A  R E S O U R C I N G  C H U R C H

CCVW seeks to “serve and share” generously the resources and talents God has given
to us:  supporting mission,  sending resources,  and skil l ,  to assist others.  Teaching and
training our members so they may be a blessing and resource to others.  Plus,  training
men and women to go out from CCVW to serve him in many spheres of l i fe and
ministry.
This includes our local and global mission,  concern for the creation,  resourcing other
churches,  training new leaders,  and being generous with all  that God has given us.
The Theology Reading Group and Third Millennium Curriculum are some of the ways
we can be a wider resource to God’s Church.

P S A L M  1 3 3
What is the great benefit of Christian Unity? What does unity mean/look like?question 1

P H I L I P P I A N S  4 : 8 - 2 3
How can we develop a healthy perspective on “giving” and “receiving”? 
And, what should we do when we have more than we need?!

question 2
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(Particularly, “You {Philippians} shared in the matter of giving and receiving ….and my God will meet
all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:15, 19))

P S A L M  1 4 5
Notice the global concerns of the psalmist, and his confidence that God
will bring every creature to acknowledge Him. How do we develop a global
concern – for this world, for the whole created order, for the unreached
peoples in every nation? What kind of God motivates this mission?

question 3

2  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 : 1 - 1 1
Notice the interconnectedness between churches, and the
encouragement they should be one to another. How can we show
concern and practical generosity to churches which may be in need?

question 4

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  T H O U G H T ,  D I S C U S S I O N  A N D  A C T I O N
Think about the rich resources God has given CCVW. How might we use them for His glory?
And, consider how we might be in need of the blessings from other Churches – their strengths
helping our weaknesses. Also, how might we use our resources for the benefit of others
without being “paternalistic”?  Our mission should be the overflow of a joyful, worshipping life
of God’s Church – how can we make sure that this happens?
How can we play our part in training up a new generation of Church leaders?



F .  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y ,  F O R  T H E

C O M M U N I T Y ,  T O  T H E  G L O R Y  O F  G O D

R O M A N S  1 1 : 3 2 - 3 6
This is a key summary statement which reminds us that God is to be our
central focus in everything. How do we do this in practice? What does it
mean to glorify God with out hands, lips, ears, feet, heart?

question 1

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  T H O U G H T ,  D I S C U S S I O N  A N D  A C T I O N
How can we work on these key priorities?

O U R  K E Y  P R I O R I T I E S
To reach out into Longcross, to mature the Church through Connect groups, to understand and
show care to the pressing issue of loneliness, to communicate through social media, and to
share our resources generously – all require the key foundation of biblical teaching, heartfelt
prayer, and a desire to glorify God in and
beyond this community.


