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Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
October 18, 2026 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

Prelude    Fantasia by J. Pachelbel 
 

Welcome and Announcements – Pastor Hank Noordzy 
 

*Gathering Acclamation    God is Here! vs. 3 ELW 526 

Here our children find a welcome 

in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 

here, as bread and wine are taken, 

Christ sustains us as of old. 

Here the servants of the Servant 

seek in worship to explore 

what it means in daily living 

to believe and to adore. 

 

*Confession  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 

and healing upon the earth. 

Amen. 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 

let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. 

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
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Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 

to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, 

following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

Amen. 

 

*Gathering Hymn          Oh, Worship the King   ELW 842 
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*Prayer of the Day  

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us 

live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by 

you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
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 WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

Children's Sermon -  Parker Hinnenkamp 

Psalm: Psalm 96:1-13   

 1 Sing to the LORD a new song; 

  sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

 2 Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 

  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 

 3 Declare God’s glory among the nations 

  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 

 4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 

  more to be feared than all gods.  

 5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 

  but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 

 6 Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 

  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 

 7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 

  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

 8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 

  bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.  

 9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 

  tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 

 10 Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! 

  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will   

judge the peoples with equity.” 

 11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is 

therein. 

 12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O 

LORD, for you come to judge the earth. 

 13 You will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with your truth.  
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*Gospel Acclamation   Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones   ELW 424 

    O friends, in gladness let us sing, 

    supernal anthems echoing: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

    To God the Father, God the Son,  

and God the Spirit, Three in One:  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

*Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 

The holy Gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord.  
15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. 16 So 

they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, 

“Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in 

accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you do not 

regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to 

pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 

“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin 

used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to 

them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 21 They answered, 

“Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things 

that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they 

heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and went away. 

 

The gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon – Pastor Hank Noordzy   
 

Hymn of the Day         The Church of Christ, in Every Age   ELW 729   
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* Prayers of the People   
 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation: 
 

We pray for your church in every nation. Remind us that our “citizenship 

is in heaven,” and our fellowship expands beyond borders. Grant that 

each congregation might meet the needs of their neighbors with your 

grace and love. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.    
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We pray for every nation, their people, and leaders. Bring all wars and 

conflict to an end and establish a peace that allows each person to 

thrive. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.    
 

We pray for all in need of healing, especially those we name aloud and in 

our hearts —-—.  

 Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  
 

We pray for our schools and all who work and study. Show us how we 

might best support our schools, especially through the stress of the 

upcoming referendum vote. We pray for police officers and emergency 

responders.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.    
 

We give thanks for all who have died and now rest in you. Comfort us 

with your promise of eternal life.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.    
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Our prayers come from this community. Please join in crafting them by writing 

on the bulletin insert titled Prayers of the People. If you have a prayer request 

you would like to be kept confidential, please drop a note into the prayer 

request box on the welcome desk.  

 

*Peace - Pastor 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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Offering                Just As I Am 

 

*Offering Presentation Verse:  

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow ELW 885 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise God, all creatures here below; 

 praise God above, ye heav'nly host; 

 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*Words of Institution 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Distribution                           
In communion, we experience Jesus for us. The simple elements of bread and 
wine/juice convey Jesus' love, forgiveness, and grace. All are welcome to 
receive communion or a blessing. Ushers will invite your pew; continue 
forward to the communion server on your side of the sanctuary. Please put a 
hand over your heart for a blessing only. If you wish to receive communion, 
hold open your hand to receive a wafer. Please tell the server if you need a 
gluten-free wafer. Dip the wafer in the wine (red) or juice (clear). You may 
immediately eat the wafer. Continue along the outside of the pews to return to 
your seat.  
  
Song during Communion: Just As I Am, Without One Plea  ELW 592 
(LCGS Favorite)  
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.   

*Blessing  

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

*Sending Hymn:     God of Grace, God of Glory   ELW 705 
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*Dismissal - Pastor     

Go in peace, serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

*Postlude    Hyfrydol by Healey Willan 

    

 A very special Thank You to Pastor Hank Noordzy who is leading us in 
worship today as Pastor Liz is at a continuing education conference.  
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~Thank you for sharing your favorite hymns and songs! Favorite hymns of 

LCGS will be noted in the bulletin. We would love to hear and share your 

stories about hymns that are important to you; please contact Pastor Liz or 

Parker.~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

This Week at LCGS 

Oct 18, Sunday  

8:45AM Sunday School 

8:45AM Choir rehearsal   

9:30AM Worship   

10:30AM Coffee Fellowship  

1:30 PM Damiano Serving 
  

Oct 19, Monday   

9:00AM –3:30:00PM  Quilters 

10:30AM Prayer shawl Ministry 
  

Oct 20, Tuesday  
  

Oct 21, Wednesday   

7:00AM Men’s Bible Study  

NO Confirmation  

October 22, Thursday  

9:30AM Women’s Faith Study 

1:00PM Al-Anon 

7:00PM AA  
 

October 23, Friday  

8:00AM Women’s “Son”rise Bible 

Conversation (ZOOM) 
 

October 24, Saturday 
 

October 25, Reformation Sunday 

8:45AM Choir Rehearsal 

8:45AM Sunday School 

9:30AM  Worship  -REVERSE 

TRICK OR TREAT FOR FRUIT! 

10:30AM Fellowship 
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LCGS Office is open:  M – Th: 9am-4pm Friday: 9am – noon 

Pastor Liz Davis: pastorliz@lcgsduluth.org, 218-216-2522 

Katie Rich, Director of Faith Formation: KatieRich.lcgs@gmail.com 

Parker Hinnenkamp: music@lcgsduluth.org 

Christine Whitcomb: office@lcgsduluth.org,  218-525-1922 

Amie Abenth:   communications@lcgsduluth.org 
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