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Once Lord Ganesha and his brother Kartikeya were given a challenge to travel around the entire world, with the one returning first being declared the winner. Kartikeya, young, energetic and confident, immediately climbed onto his powerful peacock and flew away, travelling across mountains, rivers and distant lands. Ganesha, however, looked at his small mouse and realised that he could never defeat his brother through speed alone. Instead of becoming discouraged or jealous, he stopped and thought carefully about the deeper meaning of the challenge. Ganesha then approached his parents, Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati, bowed respectfully to them and walked around them with devotion. He explained that his parents were his entire world because they represented the source of his life, love, knowledge and spiritual guidance; therefore, by going around them, he had symbolically travelled around the whole world. When Kartikeya eventually returned after his long journey, Ganesha’s wisdom was recognised. The story teaches us that intelligence is not simply knowing many things—it is having the ability to pause, think deeply and understand what truly matters. The message is particularly relevant because life can often feel like a race for better grades, achievements, popularity or success. Ganesha reminds us that we do not always need to compete with others or move faster than everyone around us; sometimes patience, clear thinking, gratitude and respect for the people who guide us can lead us to a much greater kind of success.
