
“All That Fall” by Samuel Beckett 
 

“Have you no respect for misery?” 
 
This 1957 radio play is, in Beckett’s words, “a text written to come out of the dark” 
and during his lifetime he refused to allow its staging unless it was performed as 
a radio play which an audience just happened to be watching.  
 
Typically Beckettian, there isn’t any proper narrative as such, although he teases 
us with a hint of murder mystery. His subject, as always, is life itself, the human 
condition with all its joys, sorrows, travails, triumphs, uncertainties and 
absurdities. The listener is invited to laugh and cry, usually at the same time. 
 

An old woman, Maddy Rooney, “destroyed with 
sorrow and pining and gentility and church-going 
and fat and rheumatism and childlessness”, walks 
to the railway station to meet her blind husband, 
Dan. On her way she meets a rich cast of 
characters (human and animal), accompanied by 
a gorgeous soundscape of voices, machines, 
animals and music. The train is inexplicably late. 
The pair trudge back home. The husband is 

evasive about the reasons for the train’s delay. And that’s it.  
 
The dialogue is realistic yet grotesque and highly comical.  The themes are of 
Death, “One minute picking happy at the dung…then bang – all her troubles 
over”, Birth, "Crouch down, Mrs Rooney, crouch down, and get your head in the 
open”, Children, "In her forties now she’d be…", Sex, "Mr Tyler, Mr Tyler! Come 
back and unlace me behind the hedge!”, and Illness “It is a blessed thing to be 
alive in such weather, and out of hospital” with a little homage to Dante thrown 
in, as the Rooneys make their own purgatorial journey, “The perfect pair. Like 
Dante’s damned, with their faces arsy-versy. Our tears will water our bottoms."  
 

Paul Cockcroft (May 2021) 
Mrs Rooney (Maddy)  
Mr Rooney (Dan) 
Christy (a carter) 
Mr Tyler (a retired bill-broker) 
Mr Slocum (Clerk of the Racecourse  
                    and ‘old flame’ of Maddy) 
Tommy (a railway porter) 
Mr Barrell (the Station Master) 
Miss Fitt (a very pious lady) 
A Female Voice 
Dolly (a small girl) 
Jerry (a small boy) 
































































