We’re looking for: OTTAWA COUNTY MUSEUM

Phgfos ;11}%1 S‘w;ies 053 126 W. Third St., Port Clinton, OH 43452 419-732-2237
:1 901% fsl lllcgaidoe\;rescsnow ochm@cros.net. Open hours:

Memorial Day Until Labor Day, Tues., Wed., Thurs., noon to 3 pm
Labor Day Until Memorial Day, Wednesdays Noon to 3 pm
Or whenever you want—call Peggy Debien: 419-732-1039 (home)

—Polio crisis 1940s/50s
—Photos of agriculture

—Rural Townships—
—Used ink cartridges NEWSLETTER December 2024
Donations: Dear Friends, This photo depicts the 2024 donation of a

Harry Stensen Memorial  qyjilt made by the Ohio Star Quilters Guild in honor of

gﬁii'n—oz:rﬁé r? O(;rfc(’lr Ohio’s 2003 Bicentennial. The quilt has been on display

et g,thepmuse%}n at the Ida Rupp Pubhc Library until their recent

building. The original ' i renovation. The Ottawa

gray siding had discolored County Museum was very

and was several shades of pleased to receive the quilt,

gray. Holes and damage which is signed by citizens

to the siding were also throughout the county and was

repa@red and gutters were quilted by some of the 25

I;E liffflzve };giifeded' members of the quilt guild.

~ continues to clean out his Sheri Trusty and The Beacon
old papers and send us provided the photo of Connie

B s Starnes and Carol Brown
well-known countians. presentmg the quﬂt now on display in the museum.

obits and articles about

We value these greatly! Peggy
Simple Gestures (via £ 3l 11
Y i Thank you for your Lifetime Membershlp. !
Clear plastic Sterilite
storage boxes (they help David and Lisa Dubbert

keep out any dampness).
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4 « Best wishes on your retirement to Natalie :

OUR BOARD : Bredbeck, who has been a member of the :

- MEMBERS: o museum board, The Port Clinton Area Heritage ¢
President Jim Rusincovitch | @ Foundation, for over 30years, contributing her @
Secretary Dianne Rozak \ 4 ; 4
@ extensive knowledge of the county to every ©

Treasurer Doug Huber . i ®
Dwid Burih ® undertaking. Thank you, Natalie, for your care 4
Dottie Douglass « and devotion. We already miss you! (See the ®

T Park McRitchie s & story about Natalie in Jan 21, 2025, Beacon!) :

4

Tom Priesman VVQVVVQVVQV‘WV?VVV?VVVQVVVVV




History Mystery solved! On the postage page of the newsletter is a sign for Scarlet Fever
___quarantine. Virginia Park provided the story about her family in the epidemic. I distinctly
“ temember when our rural Port Clinton home, (in Portage Township on what is now Lockwood
Rd) bore a “Quarantine Scarlet Fever” warning. This was probably sometime in 1948-49,
likely during the winter. My brother Bob Allen was in first grade and that year not only
contracted scarlet fever but also had several other serious illnesses: German measles,
whooping cough and chicken pox. Extremely ill, he missed 67 days of school in first grade at
Gypsum School. The doctor made house calls and our home was posted; no visitors could
enter it. Bob (now of Holly Court, Port Clinton) had missed so much school that he had
difficulty reading anything in second grade. He remembers that his third-grade teacher, Mrs
Helen Wheaton, our mother Mrs Dale (Helen) Allen, and our great-aunt, Ida Haff, determined
to get him caught up and ordered magazines such as “Boys Life” for reading materials that
interested him. By the time he got into fourth grade he was moved into level one reading in
Mrs. Thirza Schmardebeck’s class. I was in third grade when Bob was sick and recall that the
doctor came in the front door. I rarely remember anyone else ever using that door.
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P ——— "ﬁ;”‘“ Check us out on Netflix! Reminder!
Occasmnally, we are featured in a local paper or other newsletter. Now we have made Netflix!
Dr. Bob Putnam, PCHS ‘59, has written and spoken extensively about the importance of
people participating in organizations to the success of our communities. Now he is the subject
of a documentary, Join or Die, which features his early life growing up in Port Clinton and
Lakeside based partially on research at this museum.
Past Times Story from Qur Files (News Herald, Sept. 26, 1866, via George Wight)

A few years ago, a man called to say that a pound fishing pole had washed up on the City
Beach in Port Clinton. He said it looked like the trunk of a small tree. A little research on
“pound fishing” revealed that nets are supported by stakes (the small tree that washed ashore)
that are driven into the lake bottom, and the fish, trying to avoid the obstacle the net causes,
inadvertently swim into openings in the net. The fish were harvested once a day early in the
season and more often toward the end of two months of fishing. Nets cost $1,200 to $1,600 in
New York where they were manufactured and the fishermen had a scow where a pile driver
was erected. The museum has a small exhibit with a diagram and photos of pound fishing,
along with the stake that washed ashore. (Does anyone know if pound fishing is done today?)




