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OTTAWA COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM

126 W. Third St., Port Clinton, OH ochm@cros.net Winter 2009

Greetings from the Curator!

In the mid-1970s, when I was stationed in England, the London Times ran a photo
from Port Clinton showing a man dwarfed by the large blocks of ice blown up from
the lake onto the road. I had seen that happen when I was growing up, but to the Brit-
ish, it was truly an incredible sight. We have a few photos, but if you have any pic-
tures or info about the ice, we’d love it if you would share them.

Peggy Debiery Curator

P.S. My apologies to Sam Conte for misspelling his name—I knew better!

We are looking for donations of books and printed booklets about the history of Ottawa
County. For example: ’

The History of Elmore by Grace Leubcke

Our Ottawa County with a photo of Perry’s monument on the cover

Histories of any areas around the county
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Thank you for Memorial Donations—In memory of:
% Emily Kuzma—Joyce and Virgil Murphy &%
« Tom McRitchie—Mr&Mrs: Dan Almendinger, Joe Brenner, Lee Bredbeck, Rudy
Dracka, Jack Menier, John Stefano, Todd Warnicke, James Wolf, John Kocher, Lock-
wood Zeis, Max McLaury, William Kyle, Frederick Hany; Mr&Mrs Jerry Wittman and
family, Connie & Kim Carter, Joan Englebeck & Bobbie Schmidt, Molly Kavenaugh, - ©
%  Frank Wiewandt, Christopher Ohm, Casey Lambert, John Walker. &
Kevin Boger—Mr&Mrs Lockwood Zeis. ES
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THANK YOU for the following recent donations:
Bill and Marge Benedict—antique clothing and personal items
Jeanne Huskey—photos from the estate of Dorothy Gulau
Kathryn Rudes—digitized photos of family and Port Clinton
Paul Berndt—digitized photos of local area and boats
Marie Packert—Pat Jeremy’s book Military Families of Ottawa County, 1776-1900
Paul Moon—1904 Advertising diary from H. Heineman, Lakeshore House (see next page)
Jim Widmer for copies of postcards of the period around 1908, the year the Ida Rupp Public
Library was founded by the Port Clinton Literary and Social Club
Kay Eberth—book Memories of Genoa, Ohio, 1868-1968
Lakeside Heritage Society—book A Pictorial History of Lakeside, Ohio
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& Coffee with the Curator: January 21st, February 18th, and March ¥ s
4, 18th, 10a.m. to noon. Our first coffee attracted visitors in search of in- v 4
formation on the old I.O.O.F. building, most recently known as Gallery

OUR BOARD MEMBERS:
President Jim Rusincovitch g o0 the Lake. We were able to find additional photos and info for them &

Secretary Dianne Rozak to take away. Stop by for coffee and chatter!

Treasurer Janie Zeis & g
N Natalie Bredbeck NP PRSP
N Susan Hany For those of you who have not renewed your membership—a renewal card is enclosed. For

T. Park McRitchie those who have renewed—THANK YOU!
Tom Priesman

Lock Zeis
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@What’s new in the museum? We’re moving into the 21st century, thanks to a grant from the Ottawa
County Community Foundation! Among other items, we purchased four digital photo frames for giving visitors a
glance at life in the Ottawa County of the past. The first three frames are on display with photo slide shows of Port
Clinton, the ship Success, and Catawba Island. Next to come will be a slide show of the history of the Matthews
Boat Company. We are planning other slide shows of past industries, Camp Perry, agriculture, fishing and indus-
tries of the past. Individuals who own old photos and would like to see them in the slide shows may call Peggy at
419-732-1039 or e-mail at ochm@cros.net to make an appointment. We especially need photos from other parts of
the county outside the Port Clinton area. Stop by and see what’s on display! M
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? Looking for:

e Info about Smith’s Store at 123 or 211

:\:) Madison St. that closed around 1920.

<<;; «  Photes insids TOOF B, P Slinton, found MORE OLD BOOKS not related to Ottawa County that are

now available for a donation. Stop by and find a new treasure!

Last month’s HISTORY MYSTERY!!
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e  Photos of and info on farm life.
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Last month’s history mystery—pumpkin workers. Leroy Wenger of
Lakewood GA sent us the following: “The name of the canning fac-

HISTORY MYSTERY!! tory was the Gypsum Canning Co. at the time of 1936, and some years
Entries from the 1904 diary donated by Paul Moon before. My dad George Wenger worked there . . . Sam Conlly,
include: “Momma & I spent Xmas at Aunt Jennie’s Lawrance Saterfield, and my dad are the only ones that T remember the
Hull. Harry, Mabel & I went to church . . .”” Refer- names of. Mable Carns . . . was Dads secretary. A lot of the school
ences to “Aunt Nettie,” “Uncle Chet,” “Aunt Emma” teachers worked at the factory in the summer. The name was changed

and “Aunt Hattie,” Jettie Hughes, Ira, Wolfe’s, Gam- backed in the 20s when the Gypsum Canning Co. moved from Gypsum

ble’s, Stella Newton, Leon Newton, Mr. Stevens and to Port Clinton. George Wenger bought the Bellevue Kraut Co. plant

Nora, the Grange at McDonald’s, club mtg at Mrs. in Sandusky in 1937.”

Porter’s, club mtg at Mrs. Furrer’s, “Enota’s school

went to Sugar Rock,” “Mr. Reynolds’ school went to . R P

Sugar Rock,” Mrs. George Moore, “went to Kate’s : . .
/~.and Nora’s over to Sugar Rock.” If you think you To contact Ottawa County Historical Museum:
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know to whom this diary belonged, call Peggy at 419- : ochm@cros.net or 419-732-2237 :
| |
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732-1039 or e-mail us at ochm@cros.net. The diary is Peggy Debien, Curator, at home: 419-732-1039
available to view in the museum. b e e e . ———



