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Here is Dakota Edwards! Proviso

West High School Graduate (2026).
He recently went down state in
Track & Field and placed 4" in the
Shot Put with a mark of 18.62m.
Dakota has been a participant of
Introspect Youth Services - Talent
Search since 2024 aond has
accepted a Scholarship to attend
and throw for Eastem lllinois
University's Track & Field team.

Congratulations, Dakotal
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Barbara Meschino - Professional Bio

Barbara Meschino is a dedicated champion of educational equity and community
empowerment, currently serving as the Dean of the Malcolm X College West Campus, a
satellite location of Malcolm X College. A 2020 recipient of the NISOD Administrator of
Excellence Award, Barbara has spent her career advancing access to quality education for
underserved populations, particularly in Chicago’s West Side communities.

Barbara began her journey in education as an Adult Education instructor, teaching
Language Arts and Mathematics for nearly a decade. She later served as Adult Education
Manager at the West Campus, where she deepened her impact by supporting adult learners
in achieving academic and career success. Her teaching portfolio also includes College
Success Seminars and Sociology courses for first-year college students.

A proud alumna of Clark Atlanta University, an HBCU, Barbara holds a B.A. in Psychology
and a Master of Social Work from the University of lllinois at Chicago’s Jane Addams College
of Social Work. She also earned her Master Online Teacher Certification in 2018. Her early
professional experiences include working with TRIO programs and interning at Loretto
Hospital's Community Relations Department—roles that laid the foundation for her lifelong
commitment to service and education.

Barbara's leadership extends beyond the classroom. She has served in various community
and civic roles, including Chair of her local CPS School Council and Club Council Member at
the James Jordan Boys and Girls Club. She recently served as an officer of the Clark Atlanta
University Chicago Alumni Association and currently serves as Co-Chair of the Kwanzaa
Committee at Malcolm X College, reflecting her continued dedication to cultural celebration,
alumni engagement, and institutional enrichment.

A lifelong West Side resident, Barbara is deeply rooted in the community she serves. Her
work reflects a steadfast belief in the transformative power of education to uplift

individuals and strengthen neighborhoods. She has been honored with the Saint Ignatius
Alumni Medal, a recognition of her professional excellence and enduring service to her

community.

In her personal time, Barbara enjoys traveling, exploring Chicago’s museums, and visiting
state parks with her family.
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& Celebrating Our Dual Arts Students! &

We proudly recognize and celebrate our outstanding students who have
earned Dual Arts recognition through their hard work, creativity, and
dedication.

Your commitment to excellence both inside and outside the classroom is
inspiring. This achievement reflects your perseverance, talent, and
determination to reach new heights.

We are incredibly proud of each of you and can't wait to see all that you'll
accomplish next. Keep dreaming big, working hard, and making your mark
on the world!
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CONGRESSMAN DANNY K. DAVIS
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THE HISTORICALLY BLACK COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATIONS, INC. BUILDING OUR
COMMUNITY.
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Join us as we recognize and celebrate the next CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

generation of leaders making a difference!
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This summer, Introspect Youth Services, Inc. proudly welcomed an outstanding group of interns whose
passion, professionalism, and commitment made a lasting impact on our organization and the
community we serve. Throughout their internship, they gained hands-on experience in leadership,
program support, community engagement, event coordination, and office administration while
contributing fresh ideas and a positive attitude to every project. Their willingness to learn and serve
exemplifies the values of excellence, integrity, and teamwork.

We extend our sincere appreciation to each intern for their hard work, dedication, and enthusiasm. Your
contributions have helped strengthen our programs and support the youth and families we serve every
day. As you continue your educational and professional journeys, we are confident that the skills and
experiences gained at Introspect Youth Services will serve as a strong foundation for your future
success. Congratulations on a remarkable internship—we are proud of all you have accomplished and
look forward to seeing the incredible things you will achieve.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
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Thank You for Supporting Our Mission!

Every donation...

Every volunteer...

Every mentor.. DONATE @

Every partnership...

Every student served... m

helps create brighter futures.

Ways to Support:
@ Volunteer @ Become a Mentor @ Sponsor a Student
@ Donate @ Partner With Us @ Attend Community Events
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We're updating our email list to make sure youre receiving the

latest news, events, and opportunities that matter most to you!

We want to stay in the loop with you!
Visit us at

www.introspectyouth.org

Cllow Usr
—

ﬂ Facebook.com/iysyouth @) @Introspect_ys @ @IYSYOUTH
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