
Prayer and Care List 

Please pray for those who are homebound, sick and grieving: 

At home: Liz & Vann Johnson, Aubrey Roane, Anne Eastes, Harriet 

Heath, Pat Spear 

Churchland House: Ed Heath  

Lake Prince Woods: Sarah & Milt Brown 

Parsons:  Mary Alice Thomasson 
 
 

Clergy and Staff 

Pastor    Rev. Dr. H. Celeste Heath 

Liturgist   Rev. Ellen Comstock 

Lindauer Endowed Chair  Chris Titko 

        for Music and Fine Arts  

Administrative Assistants Pam Snider, Dorothy Williams 

Communications    Bonnie White, Chris Titko 

Audio Visuals Control  Ray Comstock  

Bookkeeper   Dianne Hunter 

Pastor Emeritus   Rev. Ray Edmonds 

Choral Scholars  A’Miya Polansky, Annie O’Shea, 

   Caroline Tovar, Isaac Samuel,  

Jacob Underwood, Miles Pifer 

 

Contact Information 

Phone: 757-397-1297 

Email: monumentalumc.office@gmail.com 

450 Dinwiddie St., Portsmouth, VA 23704 

Website:  www.monumentalumc.org 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am to 3pm, Friday 9am to 12pm 
 

        Calendar 
 

March 17   7pm Southside Band 

March 18          5pm Wednesday Night Dinner 

March 19          1:30pm Violin classes 

    6pm Handbell Rehearsal 

    7:15pm Choir Rehearsal 

 

     
                     

 
March 15, 2026 

4th Sunday in Lent                                                11:00 a.m.  

ENTRANCE 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude                                 Aria                                C. Callahan 

  

Presentation of 1826 Pulpit Bible           Lt. Matthew Buck 

 

Gathering Song Love Lifted Me 

   Love lifted me, Love lifted me.  

 When nothing else could help, Love lifted me. 

 Love lifted me, Love lifted me.  

 When nothing else could help, Love lifted me. 

 

Psalm 1 read from 1826 Pulpit Bible   Rev. Raymond Edmonds 

 

*Call to Worship 

Beloved, the journey of grace takes us to still waters, the valley 

of the shadow of death, even to tables surrounded by our 

enemies. 

We gather to worship God, our Shepherd, who guides us on the 

journey. 

The journey of grace points us toward the Light so that we may 

bear the fruit of the Light in all that we do.  



We gather to be formed by grace so that our lives may bear the 

fruit of all that is good and right and true. 

The journey of grace calls us to pay attention, to discern what is 

pleasing to God.  

We gather to listen to the Spirit, who empowers us to go from 

this place to work together to do what is pleasing to God. 

Come, let us worship God who provides, inspires, and empowers 

us on the journey of grace. 

Come, let us worship God as we journey in grace together! 

Amen. 
 

*Hymn                    Be Thou My Vision                Hymnal #451 
 

Prayer of Confession 

Visionary Creator, give us your vision. Show us our hearts, our 

homes, our communities, and our world through your eyes. 

Wash away our blind spots, and help us to see where we do not 

see. Allow us to see creation as you see it now, and as you 

envision it to become. Help us realize your vision, and walk the 

road of life- the way and path of Jesus. Amen.  
 

 Scripture Reading           John 9:1-41 

    

Offering 

     Anthem      When I Survey the Wondrous Cross       G. Martin   

Doxology                                                                                95 

 

*Hymn                           Open Our Eyes                   TFWS #2086             

                                                                 

Sermon           The Blind Men and the Elephant 

            

Morning Prayers                                                      TFWS #2164               

 SING:  Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and 

 holy, tried and true. With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living, 

 sanctuary for you. 

 Prayer 

 Silence 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 SING:  Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and 

 holy, tried and true. With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living, 

 sanctuary for you.           
 

*Hymn      I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light   Hymnal #206 
    
*Benediction 

          Response   (Sung by all)                      

     Were the whole realm of nature mine,  

     that were an offering far too small 

     Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

 Postlude                            Chaconne                             G. Bonnet       

*Please stand if you are able. 
 

 

Congregational Offering March 8, 2026 

Received: $6,597.00 

Warren Family Gift………………………………………….  $100.00 

TOTAL GIVING FOR 3/8/2026….……..............……......$6,697.00 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Today’s Volunteers and Health & Safety Team Assignments 

Vol.1, J. Hollowell check-in; Vol. 2, R. Hollowell (R2) greeter at 

Chapel entry door; Vol. 3, B. Richardson (R1) greeter at 

Dinwiddie Street door/Acolyte; L. Edmonds (R3) Addnl. H&S 

Resp. 

 

We cordially welcome Lt. Matthew Buck of the Portsmouth Fire 

Department to our service today, who will present our 1826 

Pulpit Bible that survived two fires.  Lt. Buck is the fireman who 

rescued the Bible on January 3, 2018, our most recent fire. 

 

   UPCOMING EVENTS 

Noon Day Concert – Monday, March 23rd featuring Annie 

O’Shea, soprano and Miles Pifer, tenor. 


