
Advent of Joy  

Isaiah 35 & Zephaniah 35 

My Outline: 
Opening: “Joy” in a place like this? 

• Acknowledge how hard holidays are inside. 

• Name the tension: the world says “joy,” but life hurts. 

• Introduce Advent: a season of waiting and longing for Jesus. 

Text Overview: Desert and Singing 

• Isaiah 35: desert blooming, weak hands strengthened, highway of holiness, the redeemed 

with everlasting joy. 

• Zephaniah 3: God in the middle of his people, mighty to save, rejoicing over them with 

singing. 

• Big Idea restated. 

Point 1: God Sees Your Desert 

• “Wilderness” and “desert” as pictures of: regret, shame, broken relationships, addiction, fear 

about the case. 

• God is not blind to this; he names it and speaks hope into it. 

• Invitation: “What is your desert right now?” 

Point 2: God Comes Into the Desert 

• Advent = “arrival.” God doesn’t shout from a distance; he comes close. 

• Isaiah: “Your God will come…he will save you,” healing language. 

• Zephaniah: God with you, mighty to save, quieting you with his love, singing over you. 

• Connect to Jesus: God stepping into our mess, taking our guilt and shame. 

Point 3: Joy in the Middle, Not Just at the End 

• Isaiah 35 ends with the ransomed returning with singing; sorrow and sighing flee away. 

• Zephaniah: God gathers the broken, turns shame into honor. 

• Yet they’re still behind bars. So: joy as a deep knowing— 

o I am seen. 

o I am forgiven. 

o I am not alone. 

o I have a future with God. 

• Practices: simple prayer, gratitude, Scripture, and encouraging one another. 

Closing Invitation & Prayer 

• Simple response: trust Jesus, ask him to meet them in their desert. 

• Short prayer; maybe repeatable line: “Jesus, meet me in my desert and grow your joy in me.” 

 

Big Idea: In Advent, we remember that God comes into our desert places to restore us, rejoice over us, 

and lead us into a joy that the bars can’t lock up. 

 

 


