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Jesus Launches His Ministry at The Crossroads 

Matthew 4:12–17; Isaiah 9:1–2; Mark 1:21–28; Mark 1:29–34; Mark 2:1–12; Matthew 8:5–13; 

John 6:59. 

Opener… 

God places Good News where the world can hear it with the most impact… 

Introduction 

If you were launching a movement to bless the world, would you choose a quiet cul-de-sac—or 

a noisy crossroads?  

Matthew tells us that when John was arrested, Jesus “withdrew into Galilee,” left Nazareth, and 

“settled in Capernaum… in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali,” fulfilling Isaiah’s promise 

about “Galilee of the Gentiles… by the way of the sea” (Matt 4:12–17). At the shoreline of a 

busy trade corridor, Jesus places the Good News where traffic is thick, and the world can hear. 

Place Matters: “Galilee of the Nations” (6–7 minutes) 

“Galilee of the Gentiles” was not a religious backwater but a mosaic of Jews, Gentiles, 

merchants, and soldiers. Isaiah’s “way of the sea” (LXX: hodos thalassēs) evokes the 

international highway later nicknamed the Via Maris, the coastal trunk route connecting Egypt 

to the northern empires and turning inland through Jezreel toward the Sea of Galilee—passing 

by Capernaum.1 

The Sea of Galilee with Capernaum on the north shore; notice the edge of the Mediterranean, 

the route turns up toward Damascus…2 If you want everyone to hear, stand where everyone 

passes. 

Welcome to Capernaum: A Crossroads City (8–10 minutes) 

Capernaum (“Village of Nahum”) sat on the north shore by a natural harbor and at a junction 

where traffic from the Golan and Damascus met the lakeside road. This is a great example of 

Location & function… Archaeology and historical references suggest a customs/toll context fits 

this border-market town (Matthew the tax collector works here; milestones and administrative 

presence make sense of the Gospels).3 

The synagogue stones. What you see today is the striking white-limestone synagogue 

(Byzantine, c. 4th–5th century), resting over earlier black basalt remains—very likely the 

 
1 "Hodos thalassēs" (ὁδὸς θαλάσσης) is a Greek phrase that means "the way of the sea". It is made up of two words: "hodos" (ὁδός), 

meaning "way" or "road," and "thalassēs" (θαλάσσης), the genitive form of "thalassa" (θάλασσα), meaning "sea". Via Maris 

(overview and route description; with classic bibliography): “Via Maris,” Wikipedia, last modified September 2025, accessed 

October 28, 2025. (Includes refs. to Beitzel, Dorsey, Rainey & Notley.)  
2 General ‘crossroads’ synopsis: “FOOTSTEPS: Three Things in Capernaum that Peter Likely Saw,” Bible Archaeology Report, July 

8, 2019, accessed October 28, 2025. 
3 Milestone / road-town note: “Archaeological Spotlight: Capernaum,” EBC Israel Connections, October 14, 2015, accessed October 

28, 2025. 
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footprint of the earlier gathering space from Jesus’ day (Mk 1:21; Jn 6:59). Excavations under 

the pavements turned up 4th–5th-century coins and pottery that date the visible building, while 

many scholars hold the basalt phase below reflects the earlier synagogue context.4  

Peter’s house. Beneath the octagonal Byzantine martyrium stands a 1st-century dwelling altered 

for communal use—widely regarded as the best candidate for Peter’s house where Jesus stayed 

and healed (Mk 1:29–31; 2:1–12).5  

Capernaum isn’t a stage set; it’s a living crossroads, the perfect launchpad for the Kingdom. 

The Gospel of God at the Crossroads  

After Jesus’ baptism and temptation in the wilderness, Matthew 4:17 states, "From that time 

Jesus began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand’". This marked the 

beginning of his public ministry in Capernaum: 

Authority in the synagogue: Mark 1:21-28  

“They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and 

began to teach. The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had 

authority, not as the teachers of the law. Just then, a man in their synagogue who was possessed 

by an impure spirit cried out, “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 

destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 

 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” …  

Healing at Peter’s home: Mark 1:29–31 

“As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and 

Andrew.  Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about 

her. So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait 

on them.” 

Mercy for outsiders: Matthew 8:5-13 

“When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help.  “Lord,” he said, 

“my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.” 

Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?” The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve 

to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.  For I 

myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and 

that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly I tell you, I have 

not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.” … “Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let 

it be done just as you believed it would.” And his servant was healed at that moment.” 

 
4 Murray Bowen, Family Therapy in Clinical Practice (New York: Jason Aronson, 1978). 
5 Peter’s House / Octagonal Church (overview): “The House of Peter: The Home of Jesus in Capernaum?,” Biblical Archaeology 

Society, updated 2025, accessed October 28, 2025. 
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Forgiveness with power: Mark 2:1-12 

“A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come 

home.  They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the 

door, and he preached the word to them. Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed 

man, carried by four of them. Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they 

made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the 

man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are 

forgiven.” … “get up, take your mat and go home.” He got up, took his mat and walked out in 

full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen 

anything like this!” 

A Simple Illustration:  

[Pick up the compass (explain) and roadway (explain) and place them on the stool]  

“The Gospel doesn’t avoid traffic; it steps into it.” 

Holiness at the Crossroads  

Holy love is public: Carole Spencer calls holiness the soul of being a Friend. It is incarnational, 

communal, and world-facing.6 Holiness is not withdrawal from the road but sacrificial presence 

on it. 

Thomas R. Kelly explains that the “Divine Center” refers to the quiet authority that marked 

Jesus’ synagogue moment: depth before decibels, weight before volume.7 John MacArthur 

presses that true authority in proclamation flows from the Word, not personality.8 

What culture carries Good News? Brené Brown shows that blame-free, courageous cultures 

amplify trust—essential at community intersections, where fear and rumor can rule.9 Paul N. 

Anderson describes the church as a charismatic nexus—discerning and joining what God is 

already doing at the edges.10  Scripture-anchored clarity. Spirit-led discernment.  

Leonard Sweet urges us to create “gospel spaces” where story, Spirit, and the flow of life 

meet—the very thing a border town like Capernaum models.11 

Becoming a “Capernaum Church” 

[Matt 4:12–17; Isa 9:1–2] 

What a Capernaum Church Feels Like: 

 
6 Carole Dale Spencer, Holiness: The Soul of Quakerism (Eugene, OR: Cascade, 2007). 
7 Thomas R. Kelly, A Testament of Devotion (New York: Harper, 1941). 
8 John MacArthur, The Gospel According to Jesus (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988). 
9 Brené Brown, Dare to Lead: Brave Work. Tough Conversations. Whole Hearts. (New York: Random House, 2018). 
10 Paul N. Anderson, Following Jesus: The Heart of Faith and Practice (Eugene, OR: Cascade, 2013). 
11 Leonard Sweet, Nudge: Awakening Each Other to the God Who’s Already There (Colorado Springs: David C. Cook, 2010). 
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Listen. A Capernaum church feels like holy presence, not hype—calm, Scripture-anchored 

authority that serves (Mk 1:21–28). Think of being an example of Peter’s house: a warm, open 

home where prayer, meals, and healing are ordinary (Mk 1:29–31; 2:1–12). Listen for the 

footsteps of outsiders—the “centurions” of our town—those beyond our circle but within our 

reach, waiting to be blessed (Matt 8:5–13). And be calm in anxious spaces: non-reactive, steady, 

and loving, so our leadership lowers the temperature and raises the capacity to care. In difficult 

times, be steadfast like Peter—solid as a rock (Matt 16:18). Peter did not start out calm, but he 

trusted Jesus, and that trust is what can move a mountain (Matt 17:20). You don’t always have 

to speak or offer an opinion; most of the time your Faithful Presence is what brings peace and 

calm.12 Listen to the Lord who still walks our roads; think of being His example to the world—a 

light that shows His grace—and embody His way together. 

The Four Practices [if time allows] 

A. Stand where people pass 

a. Identify 2–3 weekly “roads”: schools, market days, shelter meal lines, jail pods, rec 

leagues, the library, after church lunch... 

b. Show up as helpers, not headliners: read with kids, carry trays, coach, listen. 

c. Digital roads, the multimedia highway: be a simple, steady presence (use short 

prayers, 60–90s Scripture reflections, keep to local needs). 

B. Speak with lived authority 

a. Teach the text plainly; avoid jargon; major on Jesus’ call: repent, believe, follow 

(Mk 1:15). 

b. Pair every public word with a lived work the same week (e.g., “love your 

neighbor”). 

c. Train testimony: 90-second stories of God’s recent mercies (truthful, gentle, 

specific).¹⁶⁷ 

C. Make homes hubs (“Peter’s-house hospitality”) 

a. Micro-gatherings (6–10 people): meal + Psalm/teaching + intercession + one 

tangible care action. 

b. Equip hosts: safety, prayer basics, Scripture helps, trauma-aware listening. 

c. Rotate tables monthly to braid the congregation relationally. 

D. Bless the nations next door. 

a. Map “outsider” groups nearby (immigrants, shift workers, single parents, foster 

families, new parolees). 

 
12 See Thomas R. Kelly, A Testament of Devotion (New York: Harper, 1941); Murray Bowen, Family Therapy in Clinical Practice 

(New York: Jason Aronson, 1978); Brené Brown, Dare to Lead (New York: Random House, 2018).  
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b. Offer targeted help that aligns with dignity (citizenship tutoring, car-seat checks, 

resume clinics). 

c. Learn and use names; ask “What would be truly helpful?” before acting. 

Conclusion & Invitation 

Our Lord Jesus Christ started at the crossroads so that you could hear… Will you listen and 

hear what He is saying, and in doing so, believe the Good News He proclaims… And if so, 

carry it along the roads you travel this week? 
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