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Louisiana Criminal Legal Resources

Louisiana Appeals & Writ Service (LAWS). 
Phone Number: 225-219-9305 ext. 222 
Email: Appeals@statepublicdefender.la.gov
Address: 301 Main St., Suite 700, Baton Rouge, LA 70825
The Louisiana Appeals & Writ Service offers state appointed legal assistance for appealing criminal cases. The Office of the State Public Defender is now contracting directly with attorneys to handle both non-capital direct appeals and Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure Article 2201 supervisory writs. Mike Mitchell is the supervisor of the program, and you can either call or write to them.

Capital Appeals Project
Phone number: 504-529-5955
Website: www.capitalappealsproject.org
The Capital Appeals Project provides attorney representation to inmates facing death sentences who are appealing to the Louisiana Supreme Court or the United States Supreme Court. To apply for services, email zaint@defendla.org.

Innocence & Justice Louisiana 
Phone Number: 504-943-1902
Email: info@justicelouisiana.org
Website: www.ip-no.org
Innocence & Justice Louisiana (formerly The Innocence Project) represents innocent prisoners serving life sentences in Louisiana and assists them with their transition into the free world upon their release. Currently accepts applications for legal representation from prisoners in Louisiana who claim that they are factually innocent. Only represents prisoners serving life or near-life sentences. To apply, you MUST write to the Case Manager at Innocence & Justice Louisiana when addressing the letter. In the application, provide a short summary of the case to determine whether you meet the criteria for representation.
For those imprisoned in the Louisiana State Penitentiary at Angola, ask an Inmate Counsel Substitute for an application form. Inmate Counsel Substitutes are trained in the Innocence & Justice Louisiana application process and can make sure applications contain all the information needed to screen your case.

[bookmark: _Hlk73959244]American Civil Liberties Union of Louisiana (ACLU of Louisiana)
Phone Number: 504-522-0628
Email: partnership@laaclu.org
Website: www.laaclu.org
Address: 1340 Poydras St., Suite 2160 New Orleans, LA 70112.
The ACLU of Louisiana is a non-profit, non-partisan organization fighting for individual rights and freedoms as guaranteed by the US and Louisiana Constitutions. Their mailing address is 1340 Poydras Street, Suite 2160, New Orleans, LA 70112. If you believe your constitutional rights may have been violated, you can submit a request for legal assistance by filling out the form using the following link: https://aclu-of-louisiana.mycase.com/contact_us/wdXZVCrfzxrz3i4yHn6tPkDc

Louisiana Office of the State Public Defender
Website: www.statepublicdefender.la.gov
Louisiana’s public defense system provides constitutionally required representation, protects public safety by preventing wrongful convictions, and safeguards due process and constitutional rights. The Office of the State Public Defender is the Louisiana state agency tasked with
providing oversight and supervision to the 42 District Offices of the Public Defender and 7 contract programs who provide representation to indigent person’s accused of a crime throughout the state. Public defenders represent adult indigent defendants in all aspects of criminal representation except for parole. Visit www.statepublicdefender.la.gov/district-offices/ to locate the parish District Attorney’s office in which you need assistance. Their website also includes a PETITION FOR POST CONVICTION RELIEF under the “forms” tab with instructions to complete and file the petition yourself. The following are the phone numbers for the local Public Defender’s Offices:
	Orleans Public Defenders Office – 504-821-8101
	Jefferson Public Defenders Office – 504-364-2820 

The Justice and Accountability Center
Phone number: 504-322-4050
Email: info@JACLouisiana.org
Website: www.jaclouisiana.org
Address: 4640 S. Carrollton Ave., Suite 280 New Orleans, LA 70119
The Justice and Accountability Center provides legal services to formerly and currently incarcerated individuals. They provide monthly legal clinics on expungement and re-entry. To get in contact with JAC, you can email, call, or send a letter.

Loyola University Law School – Criminal Defense Law Clinic
Phone number: 504-861-5590
Website: https://law.loyno.edu/centers/stuart-h-smith-law-clinic/law-clinic-client-eligibility-application-resources
Address: The Stuart H. Smith Law Clinic, Loyola University New Orleans College of Law, 7214 St. Charles Ave. Box 902 New Orleans, LA 70118
Criminal Defense Clinic
With the guidance of their professors, law student practitioners in the Criminal Defense section litigate misdemeanor and felony criminal matters in state court. professor. Types of criminal cases range from drug matters to homicides.
Criminal Appeals Clinic
Student practitioners in the Criminal Appeals section represent individuals convicted of felony offenses in state court on their direct appeals to the intermediate appellate court

Tulane University Law School – Parole Opportunity Project
Phone: 504-865-5153
Email: clepingwell@tulane.edu

Address: 6329 Freret St. New Orleans, LA 70118
Provides representation to incarcerated persons in Louisiana who are eligible for parole. Clinic students representing a POPS client travel to the state prison where the client is incarcerated to interview and prepare the client for the parole hearing. The students interview family and other supporters, gather documents, conduct an investigation, and create an advocacy packet to present to the Board of Pardons and Parole at the parole hearing

Tulane University Women’s Prison Project 
Email Address: smoroz@tulane.edu
Website: https://law.tulane.edu/clinics/womens-prison-project
The Tulane University Women’s Prison Project is a student law clinic focused on incarcerated individuals who are also survivors of abuse. They provide individual representation for pre-trial, post-conviction, parole, and clemency proceedings where abuse was a factor in the crime of conviction. To apply, fill out an application at https://tulane.app.box.com/s/1htrgva1wf7b0lk0qdsqd5tpq71o5vyn

Louisiana Bar Association – Modest Means Directory
Website: https://www.lsba.org/Public/FindLegalHelp/ModestMeans.aspx			
This is a directory of attorneys for Louisiana residents who do not qualify for free legal services but still cannot afford an attorney. Individuals may obtain legal services at affordance and reduced rates based on income, charging a flat fee, or charging less because they will be represented only for a portion of the case. 

Promise of Justice Initiative 
Phone Number: 504-529-5955 
Email: info@promiseofjustice.org
Website: https://promiseofjustice.org/
Address: 1024 Elysian Fields Ave. New Orleans, LA 70117-8402
The Promise of Justice Initiative (PJI) is a New Orleans-based organization that fights for the liberation, freedom, and autonomy of people targeted and touched by the criminal legal system and mass incarceration. PJI’s clients are currently incarcerated people and their families, as well as crime survivors, victims’ families, and communities outside of prisons that suffer from the impact of mass incarceration. Community organizing and policy work includes everyone, but litigation is limited to systemic claims on a selective basis. For legal inquiry letters, include “Attn: Intake Coordinator” above the address.

The Law Library of Louisiana 				
Phone Number: 504-310-2412 or 504-310-240
Email Address: library@lasc.org
Website: https://lasc.libguides.com/prisoners
Address: 400 Royal St., 2nd Floor New Orleans, LA 70130
The Law Library of Louisiana offers a robust free guide with information and resources on common legal issues faced by prisoners, former prisoners and their families. The guide covers post-conviction remedies, civil rights violations in prison, parole, family law issues, re-entry assistance and resources on the collateral consequences of conviction.

National Criminal Legal Resources

Center on Wrongful Convictions 
Phone Number: 312.503.2391
Email Address: cwc@law.northwestern.edu
Website: https://cwc.law.northwestern.edu/about-cwc/#
Address: Center on Wrongful Convictions, Northwestern University Pitzker School of Law, 375 E. Chicago Ave. Chicago, IL 6061
The Center on Wrongful Convictions (CWC) is dedicated to identifying and rectifying wrongful convictions and other serious miscarriages of justice. The CWC houses some of the nation’s leading legal experts on false confessions and police interrogations and has helped exonerate more than twenty false confessors

Equal Justice Initiative
Phone Number: 334-269-1803
Email Address: contact_us@eji.org
Website: www.eji.org
Address: 122 Commerce St. Montgomery, Alabama 36104
Provides legal representation to indigent defendants and prisoners who have been denied fair and just treatment in the legal system. They litigate on behalf of condemned prisoners, juvenile offenders, people wrongly convicted or charged with violent crimes, poor people denied effective representation, and others whose trials are marked by racial bias or prosecutorial misconduct. Mostly works with people in Southern states. For legal assistance letters, include “Attn: Intake Department” above the address

The MacArthur Justice Center
Phone Number: 312-503-8576
Email Address: legalclinic@law.northwestern.edu
The MacArthur Justice Center is a nonprofit law firm with locations in Illinois, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Washington D.C. It takes on cases regarding police misconduct, solitary confinement, wrongful convictions, and class actions around prison conditions and parole. Write to Chicago address at 375 E Chicago Ave, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60611 for other locations. Serves nationwide. Expect delay or form response.

How to Justice
Phone Number: 919-727-8368
Website: www.howtojustice.org
Address: 11 S. 12th St. Richmond, VA 23219
The How To Justice’s goal is to provide easy-to-read answers to your questions about your rights in prison, including conditions, medical care, visitation, and rights to communication. They do not provide legal advice, rather information. You can write to them with your general questions at the provided address. 

Prisoner Visitation and Support
Phone Number: 215-241-7117
Email Address: PVS@prisonervisitation.org
Website: www.prisonervisitation.org
Address: PO Box 58068, 1501 Cherry St. Philadelphia, PA 19102
Prisoner Visitation and Support (PVS) is a volunteer visitation program for federal and military prisoners across the U.S., with special priority given to those on death row, in solitary confinement, serving long sentences, or not receiving regular visits. PVS volunteers visit once a month, with no religious or political agenda, to provide a listening ear to those who need one. Limited visiting for Spanish speaking prisoners. Serves federal and military prisoners only. 

American Justice Alliance
Website: www.americanjusticealliance.org
Email: info@americanjusticealliance.org
The American Justice Alliance is a nation-wide organization for the falsely accused and wrongfully convicted to find sanctuary, support, and relief. The primary purpose is to ensure a fair trial for every defendant in a criminal case where due process was violated and where evidence of factual innocence was not presented to the jury/adjudicators. You can write to them on their website.

The Innocence Network 
Website: www.innocencenetwork.org
The Innocence Network is a coalition of independent organizations, most of which provide legal representation to people who have been wrongfully convicted. Members of The Innocence Network handle cases at the post-conviction stage. If you are seeking legal assistance, refer to the directory of Innocence Network member organizations to identify the ones that serve your area: https://www.innocencenetwork.org/directory

Defendant Aid Society
Phone Number: 800-489-8146 or 435-772-9390
Email: info@defendantaidsociety.org 
Website: www.defendantaidsociety.org
Address: 10808 S. River Front Parkway, Suite #3046 South Jordan, UT 84095
The Defendant Aid Society provides advocacy and legal support on criminal matters including pre-trail consultation, defense advocacy, post-conviction relief, habeas corpus petitions, compassionate release motions, and federal inmate assistance. There are two main categories of support offered by DAS: support to those who are “Defendants” and those who are “Inmates.” Interested parties can submit support tickets for inmates, or DAS staff and DAS volunteers will create support requests when receiving phone calls or emails from incarcerated individuals. You can request help by registering online or email them for support.
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