THE ROLE OF

PARENT  ~  SPONSOR  

Parents   Although parents cannot be sponsors for their children, they do have a role in their child’s preparation for and living out of the sacrament.  Parents, like the sponsors, can help the candidate live out his/her baptismal promises fully and faithfully by growing in their own relationship with the Holy Spirit.  The parents should share their faith relationship with their child (not only during the time of preparation, but also after the sacrament has been celebrated). 

Sponsor   Assists the candidate in preparing for the sacrament, accompanies and presents the candidate to the bishop for Confirmation.  Helps the candidate to live his/her Baptismal promises fully and faithfully, not only before, but also after Confirmation.  The sponsor does this by, both, growing in their own relationship with the Holy Spirit and by sharing their faith in a continuous relationship with the candidate.  

Sponsor Eligibility: 
· Must be at least 16 years of age,

· can be of either sex,
·  fully initiated in the faith(received the sacraments of Baptism, First Eucharist and Confirmation).
· be sufficiently mature in his or her faith commitment
Note:  It is advised that, if possible, the child’s Baptismal godparent  be chosen as Confirmation sponsor also, to emphasize the strong link between the two sacraments.

If you are having trouble finding a sponsor please call the Office of religious Education and we will try to assist you.
SPONSOR 
      Each candidate must submit a Sponsor Certificate (obtained by the CERTIFICATE:      sponsor from his/her own parish ).  It is necessary because it testifies   

                             that the chosen sponsor meets the eligibility requirements; therefore, 

                            obtaining this certificate should not be put off.   
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General Information on Confirmation Preparation at Sacred Heart Parish

Parents ~ Sponsors ~ Prayer Partners
Parents:
Although parents cannot be sponsors for their children, they do have a role in the child's preparation for and living out of the sacrament.  Like the sponsors, parents can help the candidate live his/her Baptismal promises fully and faithfully, by growing in his/her own relationship with the Holy Spirit, by living, and by growing in his/her faith relationship with the candidate during the time of preparation and after the celebration of the sacrament.

Sponsors:
The role of the sponsor is to assist the candidate in preparing for the Sacrament, accompanying and presenting the candidate to the bishop at Confirmation, and helping the candidate to live his/her Baptismal promises fully and faithfully - both before and after Confirmation. The sponsor does this by growing in his/her own relationship with the Holy Spirit and by growing in a faith relationship with the candidate, which continues after the candidate has been confirmed.

Sponsor
It is required that all candidates submit a sponsor Certificate:
certificate. This certificate is obtained by the sponsor 
from his/her own parish.  As you are relying on someone 
else to accomplish this and it may take some time to do 
so, it should not be put off.  This certificate is 
necessary as it testifies that the potential sponsor 
meets the following eligibility requirements:

· is at least 16 years of age, a practicing Catholic, and one who 
has been fully initiated ( received Baptism, First Eucharist and Confirmation, 

· is not the father or mother of the one being confirmed

Note:
It is advised that, if possible, the child's Baptismal godparent be chosen as Confirmation sponsor to emphasize the link between Baptism and Confirmation.  This is not, however, a requirement.

PRAYER
The parish community represents the Church for the candidate. PARTNERS
Parishioners, therefore, will be asked to pick a candidate 
for whom to pray as the candidate prepares for  
Confirmation.  This will take place in February, after the 
candidates have presented their Request Letters to the 
pastor.
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