
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:   
5:00 pm  

Sunday: 7:00 am, 9:00 am, 
12:00 pm (English) 
10:30 am (Spanish)  

Weekdays:  
 Monday to Friday  

at 6:30 am & 5:00 pm 
Saturday at 8:00 am 

Holy Days of Obligation:  
As Announced 

 

 
CONFESSIONS 

 

Mon, Wed, Fri: 4:15 to 4:50 pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: 7:00 am  
(until the last Penitent finishes) 

Saturday: 8:30 am  
(until the last Penitent finishes) 

 3:30 pm to 4:45 pm  
 

 
Exposition 

of the Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction 

 

Saturday:  8:30 am to 9:30 am 
After Mass in Church 

 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

 
 
 

Mon - Fri: 10:00 am to 7:00 pm 

Saturday: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am to 1:30 pm 

 
 

Our Parish Priests 

 
 

Fr. Samuel  W. Ward, Pastor  
Fr. Justin Ordoveza, Associate Pastor 

Fr. John Higgins, Pastor Emeritus 
Fr. Benoy Kuriakose, In Residence 

Fr. Cesar Galan, fsp Associate Pastor 

St. Raymond Catholic Church 
12348 Paramount Blvd., Downey, CA 90242 

Phone: 562-923-4509      
Website: SaintRaymond.org   Email: StRaymondCatholicChurch@gmail.com 

 
A joyous place filled with warmth and good friends,                          

A peaceful place filled with trust and love, 
       A place where everyone feels welcome,                   

      A safe place to grow and learn, 
                       A community that has been blessed. 

We welcome our new Vicar of Christ and Holy Father 
Pope Leo XIV 

May Jesus Christ, the Good Sheperd, bless our new Pope 



ALTAR SERVERS………………………………………..……..……….Danette Buckley 889-2248 MARRIAGE NULLITY……………………………...…………..Fr. Samuel Ward 923-4509 

ALTAR SOCIETY………………………………………………………...……Laura Larios  800-7592 MEN’S PRAYER GROUP……………………...……….……..Fr. John Higgins 923-4509 

BAPTISM ………………………………………………..………...……..…………………………..923-4509 MINISTERIO DE DUELO………………………………………...Blanca Espinoza 869-3661 

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS…………………………………....….………………………...923-4509 MOVIMIENTO MATRIMONIAL PARROQUIAL………..Mr. & Mrs. Larios 261-3449 

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP.……….….. ………………………………..Elaine Kunkel 531-9620 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (CATECISMO)…………….Jennifer Quinones 800-7593 

CONFIRMATION (High School).…...……………...……......Jennifer Quinones 800-7593 RELGIOUS RECOGNITIONS FOR YOUTH…………………...Diane Garcia 862-8309 

DIVINE MERCY MINISTRY………………………………………………Larry Wysocki 927-1482 RCIA-ADULTS……………………………………………………….Sandy Gallegos 800-7594 

FILIPINO MINISTRY……………………………………………………………..Fely Orozco 253-3011 SAFEGUARD THE CHILDREN/FAMILIES FIRST…………..Diana Moser 923-4509 

FINANCE COUNCIL………………………………………………..……Ricardo Gordillo 923-4509 SCHOOL & SCRIP-GIFT CERTIFICATES……………………..School Office 862-3210 

MINISTRY GUADALUPANO..………………………………...………Salvador Larios 862-9879 SENIOR CITIZENS……………………………………………………….Irene Vallini 923-4509 

HALL & ROOM RENTALS.…………………………...…………Park Place Catering 866-5464 SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL…………………..……..Paul Iacovitti 923-4509 

HAND MAID MINISTRY…………………………….……………….…………....Kathi Bode 716-7614 SPANISH BIBLE STUDY…………………………………..………...Connie Ochoa 413-1475 

ITALIAN CATHOLIC FEDERATION………………………….……..Christine Ragusa 619-2168  SPANISH PRAYER GROUP…………………………..…………..Liliam Flores 658-7890 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  HALL 923-1932 ………………..……Mario Campos 761-9804 TIJUANA ORPHANAGE…………………………….……...Joe & Edith Ibarra 923-4509 

LEGION OF MARY English ………………...…………...……..…...Tess De La Vega 544-8020 WEDDING COORDINATOR ……………..………...………..……. Tami Shilling 745-5592 

LEGION OF MARY Spanish………………………...……………….Aida Rebollo 323-251-3976 YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY- THE UPPER ROOM…..Sabrina Sarmiento 417-7939 

LITURGY COMMITTEE/LITURGICAL MINISTRIES………………..Laura Larios 800-7592 

 

 

BAPTISM: One Sunday a month. Call Parish Office to make 
arrangements for class and Baptism. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION: Please call our 
Parish, School, or Religious Education offices to learn about 
education opportunities for the reception of these sacraments.  
We also have an initiation process for adults seeking Baptism 
in our Church!  
 

MARRIAGE: Arrangements should be made at least six  
months prior to anticipated wedding date. Must contact parish 
before setting date. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: In the event of serious illness 
or medical emergency, anointing of the sick may be arranged 
by contacting the Parish Office. Make an appointment to come 

 PASTORAL TEAM 

Father Samuel W. Ward, Pastor 
Father Justin Ordoveza, Associate Pastor 
Father Cesar Galan, fsp Associate Pastor 

Valeria Pacheco, School Principal 
Sandy Gallegos, Director of R.C.I.A. 

Jennifer Quinones, Faith Formation & Youth Ministries 

 
 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM 
Laura Larios-Bautista, Parish Manager 

Emmanuel Larios, Office Clerk 
Geovanny Larios, Public Relations 
Jasmine Fernandez, Receptionist 

Erick Ramirez, Maintenance/Security 
 
 

PRIESTS IN RESIDENCE 
Father John W. Higgins, Pastor Emeritus 

Father Benoy Kuriakose 

P A R I SH ORG A N I ZA T I ON S  
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P A R I SH ST AFF  
 

CONTACT INFORMATION  
 
 

 
Parish Office        562-923-4509 
Parish School        562-862-3210 
Faith Formation Office                    562-800-7592 

 

Parish Website:               SaintRaymond.org 
Parish Email :            StRaymondCatholicChurch@gmail.com 
 

School Website:             straymondschool-downey.org 
School Email Address:   principal@straymondschool-         
                                          Downey.org 
Youth Ministry:           YouthMinistries@SaintRaymond.org  

 
OPEN FOR PRAYER 

 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH HOURS  
 

 Monday - Friday (on School Days) 
  6:00 am to 7:30 am 
  3:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
Saturday 7:00 am to 6:00 pm 
Sunday  6:30 am to 1:30 pm 
 
 

HOLY FAITH CHAPEL HOURS 

            
         Monday - Friday   6:00 am to 9:00 pm 
         Saturday     7:00 am to 8:00 pm 
           Sunday      6:00 am to 8:00 pm 
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Dear St. Raymond’s Family, 
 
How the Virgin Mary parallels the Ark of the Covenant 
Scott Hahn | Letter and Spirit | Angelus News | August 5, 2025 
https://angelusnews.com/voices/mary-ark-covenant/  
 
The Book of Revelation, in parts at least, reads like an action-adventure movie. Chapter 11 ends with a                    

cliffhanger and the promise of a very big reveal in the verses to come. 
“Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the Ark of his Covenant was seen within his temple. …” 

Now, those of us who grew up with Indiana Jones know the kind of suspense that line can generate even now. 
Just imagine the excitement it roused in the first century A.D. 

The Ark of the Covenant, built to hold the relics of the Exodus, had not been seen in centuries. It                          
disappeared from historical records after the Babylonian conquest of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. According to the Second 
Book of Maccabees (2:4–10), the prophet Jeremiah had hidden it in a cave to protect it from the invading army, and it 
was never recovered. 
But now comes John the Seer, and he claims to have seen it. 

What he describes, however, corresponds to no other description of the Ark. What he saw was not a golden box 
topped by a mercy seat. John says instead that he saw “a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and 
on her head a crown of twelve stars; she was with child” (12:1–2). 

Wait. He promised us the Ark, but he showed us a woman. What happened here? 
It’s a riddle, and the solution is to be found in another book of the New Testament. 
At the beginning of Luke’s Gospel we also find a woman. Her name is Mary, and like the woman in                           
Revelation she is pregnant. 

But as Luke tells her story, he draws from Old Testament stories…not about a woman, but about a box: 
the Ark of the Covenant. He sets up subtle parallels between Mary’s visitation and David’s effort to bring the Ark to 
Jerusalem (see 2 Samuel 6). 

Luke tells us that Mary “arose and went” into the hill country (Luke 1:39), just as David “arose and went” into 
the same region to retrieve the Ark (2 Samuel 6:2). When Mary arrived, Elizabeth was struck by awe and unworthiness 
before Mary (Luke 1:43) as David had felt before the Ark (2 Samuel 6:9). 

Parallels continue as the joy of this encounter causes the preborn John to leap (Luke 1:41), much as David 
danced with excitement before the Ark (2 Samuel 6:16). 
Finally, Luke adds that Mary stayed in the “house of Zechariah” for “three months” (Luke 1:40, 56), recalling how the 
Ark was stationed in the “house of Obed-edom” for “three months” (2 Samuel 6:11). 

Taken together, these parallels show us that Mary now assumes a role in salvation history that was once 
played by the Ark of the Covenant. Like this golden chest, she is a sacred vessel where the Lord’s presence dwells 
intimately with his people. (I bring out many more parallels in the Ignatius Catholic Study Bible.) 

In the end, however, she rises above the hill country and even above Mount Zion as she is assumed to heaven, 
and there she awaits and intercedes for “the rest of her offspring” (Revelation 12:17). These are good reasons we                      
celebrate on August 15 [the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary]. 
 
I place you and your family under the guidance and protection of our Blessed Mother Mary and St. Joseph.  
St. Raymond Nonnatus, pray for us. 
 
In the Heart of Christ, 
Father Sam Ward 
 

 

Estimada Familia de San Ramón,  
  
Cómo la Virgen María se asemeja al Arca de la Alianza 

Scott Hahn | Letter and Spirit | Angelus News | 5 agosto 2025 
https://angelusnews.com/voices/mary-ark-covenant/  
        
          Continuación en Pagina 4 

From our Pastor,   Father Sam Ward 

 

https://angelusnews.com/author/scott-hahn/
https://angelusnews.com/voices/mary-ark-covenant/
https://angelusnews.com/author/scott-hahn/
https://angelusnews.com/voices/mary-ark-covenant/
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Continuación de Pagina 3 
El libro del Apocalipsis, al menos en algunas partes, se lee 
como una película de acción y aventuras. El capítulo 11 
termina con un final en suspenso y la promesa de una gran 
revelación en los versículos siguientes. 

“Entonces se abrió el templo de Dios en el cielo, 
y el Arca de su Alianza se vio dentro de su tem-
plo…” 

Quienes crecimos con Indiana Jones sabemos el tipo de 
suspense que esa frase puede generar incluso ahora. 
Imaginen la emoción que despertó en el siglo I. 

El Arca de la Alianza, construida para guardar las 
reliquias del Éxodo, no se había visto en siglos. Desapare-
ció de los registros históricos tras la conquista babilónica 
de Jerusalén en el 586 A.C. Según el 2º Libro de los Ma-
cabeos (2:4-10), el profeta Jeremías la había escondido en 
una cueva para protegerla del ejército invasor, y nunca fue 
recuperada. 
Pero ahora llega Juan el Vidente, y afirma haberla visto. 

Lo que describe, sin embargo, no se corresponde 
con ninguna otra descripción del Arca. Lo que vio no fue 
una caja de oro coronada por un propiciatorio. Juan dice, 
en cambio, que vio “una mujer vestida del sol, con la luna 
bajo sus pies y sobre su cabeza una corona de doce estre-
llas; estaba encinta” (12:1-2). 

Un momento. Nos prometió el Arca, pero nos 
mostró a una mujer. ¿Qué sucedió aquí? Es un enigma, 
y la solución se encuentra en otro libro del Nuevo Testa-
mento. 

Al comienzo del Evangelio de Lucas también en-
contramos a una mujer. Se llama María, y al igual que la 
mujer del Apocalipsis, está embarazada. 

Pero al narrar su historia, Lucas se inspira en 
relatos del Antiguo Testamento…no sobre una mujer, 
sino sobre una caja: el Arca de la Alianza. Establece 
sutiles paralelismos entre la visita de María y el esfuerzo 
de David por llevar el Arca a Jerusalén (véase 2 Samuel 
6). Lucas nos dice que María se levantó y fue a la región 
montañosa (Lucas 1:39), al igual que David se levantó y 
fue a la misma región para recuperar el Arca (2 Samuel 
6:2). Cuando María llegó, Isabel se sintió sobrecogida y se 
sintió indigna ante María (Lucas 1:43), igual que David se 
había sentido ante el Arca (2 Samuel 6:9). 

Los paralelismos continúan: la alegría de este en-
cuentro hace saltar al nonato Juan (Lucas 1:41), de la mis-
ma manera que David danzó de emoción ante el Arca (2 
Samuel 6:16). 

Finalmente, Lucas añade que María permaneció 
en la “casa de Zacarías” durante “tres meses” (Lucas 1:40, 
56), recordando cómo el Arca estuvo estacionada en la 
“casa de Obed-edom” durante “tres meses” (2 Samuel 
6:11). 

En conjunto, estos paralelismos nos muestran 
que María ahora asume un papel en la historia de la 
salvación que antes desempeñaba el Arca de la Alian-
za. Al igual que este cofre de oro, ella es un recipiente 
sagrado donde la presencia del Señor habita íntimamente 
con su pueblo. (Expongo muchos más paralelismos en la 
Biblia de Estudio Católica de Ignacio). 
 

Mental Health Resources 
National Suicide Hotline: 800-273-TALK (8255) 

Mental Health Text Line: Text ‘HELLO’ to 741741 
Find a Therapist: catholictherapists.com 

Find Tele-Counseling: catholicpsych.com 
Catholic Wellness Resources: soulsandhearts.com 

Friendship Sunday  
this weekend  
is hosted by:  

 
Altar Server Ministry 

We are delighted you’ve come to our parish, and we hope 
you’ll find a home with us. Being a registered member allows 
us to   better serve you; you can register by calling  
(562) 923-4509 or going online to SaintRaymond.org. 
 
 

If you move or change your phone number, please call the 
parish office at (562) 923-4509 to let us know. 
 

         
BULLETIN INFO: The bulletin deadline is Friday, 6pm, 
nine days prior to issue date. Please email or deliver your 
input, in writing, to the Parish Office.  
Email address ParishManager@SaintRaymond.org   
  All notices are subject to available space and may be edited. 

Al final, sin embargo, se eleva sobre la región 
montañosa e incluso sobre el Monte Sión al ser elevada al 
cielo, y allí espera e intercede por “el resto de su descen-
dencia” (Apocalipsis 12:17). Estas son buenas razones 
por las que celebramos el 15 de agosto [la Solemnidad 

de la Asunción de la Santísima Virgen María]. 
 
Y los pongo bajo el amparo y protección de la Santísi-
ma Virgen María y San José.  San Ramón Nonato, 
ruega por nosotros.  
 
En el Corazón Sacratísimo de Jesucristo, 
Padre Samuel Ward 

Italian Catholic Federation’s next  
Bingo Luncheon will be on  

Sunday, September 13, 2025 at 12:30 pm 
 

Tickets are $30 (includes lunch & card) 
 

All proceeds goes back into our parish to support 
scholarships and our outreach ministries.  

 



ST. RAYMOND SCHOOL 
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      OPEN ENROLLMENT NOW 

 

       
We are currently ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS for 
TK-8th Grade for the 2025-2026 school year!  
 
To schedule a virtual or in-person tour, DM us on      
Instagram or call our office at 562-862-3210.  

IN-PERSON SCHOOL 
TK THROUGH 8TH GRADES 

 
 

We  proudly announce that we  have  IN-PERSON 
SCHOOL for all grades TK through 8th. 

 
SAFEGUARD THE CHILDREN 

Back to school safety tips  

As your children head back to school, parents should begin 
laying the groundwork (if they haven’t already) for open com-
munication about the school’s safety guidelines and policies. 
Talk to children about safe adults and keep lines of communi-

cation open about who they see and interact with, how they feel 
about their school days, and what they are learning. Remind 

children regularly that they should find a safe adult if they ever 
feel unsafe or uncomfortable in any situation. For more tips, 

read “Talking to Kids About Safety and Boundaries for Back to 
School” by visiting https://parequirements.com/blog/talking-to-

kids-about-safety-and-boundaries-for-back-to-school.  

Consejos de seguridad para el regreso a la escuela  

Ahora que sus hijos vuelven a clases, los padres deben empezar 
a sentar las bases (si aún no lo han hecho) para mantener una 

comunicación abierta sobre las directrices y políticas de seguri-
dad de su escuela. Hable con los niños sobre los adultos se-
guros y mantenga abiertas las líneas de comunicación sobre 

con quiénes se relacionan, cómo se sientan durante el día esco-
lar y qué están aprendiendo. Recuérdeles regularmente que 
deben buscar a un adulto seguro si se sienten inseguros o 
incómodos en cualquier situación. Para más consejos, lea 

“Cómo hablar con los niños sobre la seguridad y los límites 
para la vuelta a clases” en https://parequirements.com/blog/

talking-to-kids-about-safety-and-boundaries-for-back-to-
school.                                                                     

Victims Assistance Ministry (213) 637-7650  or                                                 
Safeguard the Children Ministry at  (213) 637-7508 

 
 
 

ST. RAYMOND  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

CONFIRMATION & EDGE 
 

Sacrament Program Important Dates 

 
Last Registration for new and returning students: will be on                       
Sunday, August 17th 9am - 1pm. 
 
Must haves to register: 
1. Baptism Certificate (if not baptized, bring birth certificate)  
2. First Communion Certificate (if applicable)  
3. $150 Deposit (cash or check only) 
 
If you do not have copies of these for your child you can request them from the 
Church the Sacrament was done at and bring copies with you to registration.  

 
Jennifer Quinones,  
Faith Formation Director 
(562) 800-7593 
youthministries@saintraymond.org 

 Are you Pregnant?                                                                                                                             
Afraid and need help? 

Free & Confidential Counseling  

CALL (213) 382-5643 
hotline@lapregnancy.org  
DONATIONS & VOLUNTEERING  
(213) 382-LIFE (5433) 
lapregnancyservices.org 
2524 W. 7th Street, L.A. 
Los Angeles, CA 90057  

https://parequirements.com/blog/talking-to-kids-about-safety-and-boundaries-for-back-to-school
https://parequirements.com/blog/talking-to-kids-about-safety-and-boundaries-for-back-to-school
https://parequirements.com/blog/talking-to-kids-about-safety-and-boundaries-for-back-to-school
https://parequirements.com/blog/talking-to-kids-about-safety-and-boundaries-for-back-to-school
https://parequirements.com/blog/talking-to-kids-about-safety-and-boundaries-for-back-to-school
tel:2133825643
mailto:hotline@lapregnancy.org
https://lapregnancyservices.org/
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PRIEST MASS SCHEDULE 
Sunday, August 17:           7:00 am - Fr. Cesar 

                                             9:00am– Fr. Justin                  
           10:30 am - Fr. Sam         
                              12:00 pm - Fr. John 
 
Monday, August 18:           6:30 am - Fr. Sam 
           5:00pm - Fr. Cesar 
 
Tuesday, August 19:           6:30 am - Fr. Justin 
                           5:00 pm - Fr. Sam 
 
Wednesday, August 20:      6:30 am - Fr. Sam 

                                            5:00 pm –Fr . John 
 
Thursday, August 21:          6:30 pm - Fr. Justin 
                                            5:00 pm - Fr. Sam 
 
Friday, August 22:              6:30 am– Fr. Justin  
           1:00 pm– Fr. John 
                                            5:00 pm– Fr. Cesar 
                      7:00 pm– Fr. Cesar 
 
Saturday, August 23:          8:00 am - Fr. Cesar 
                                 5:00 pm - Fr. Sam 
 
Sunday, August 24:           7:00 am - Fr. Sam                            
                                             9:00 am - Fr. John 
                                             10:30 am - Fr. Justin 
            12:00 pm - Fr. Cesar                                
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Imperial Florist
FLORAL EXPRESSIONS

(562) 503-0330
14100 Studebaker Rd. Ste. B

Norwalk, CA

JCL Electrical
714.624.1685

Residential and Commercial Specialist
Serving all of Downey and Surrounding Area

Lic# C10-468029

9042 Artesia Blvd

Bellflower, CA 90706

562-584-9010 
www.blesstiresandwheels.net25YEARSYEARS

• Auto Service
• 90 DAYS - 0% Interest
    No CASH Down - No Credit Needed

Where LA Catholics Go to Stay Connected.

Subscribe today for just $30.00 $19.95
Two easy ways to order:   AngelusNews.com/Bulletin  |  844-245-6630 

Miller Mies Downey Mortuary

Our services include:
• Prearrangements

• Funerals and Cremations
• 24/7 on-call services

10229 Paramount Blvd • Downey, CA
562-927-2644

www.millermiesdowneymortuary.com
FD 954

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Travis Lawmaster
 

Tlawmaster@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2688

Parish Hall available for rent
@ St. Raymond’s Gipson Hall
12348 Paramount Blvd. • Downey, CA

Birthdays Weddings Anniversaries
Sports Banquets

Any special occasion

Capacity up to 300
Large dance space

Tables & chairs included
Affordable hall rental

Catering available: Food, Beverage
and Dessert Packages

Call for availability and reservations

562-866-5464

VINNIE’S PLUMBING
HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING

Fourth-Generation Parishioners

562-923-4048

Maria’s Custom Alterations
Alterations on all clothes including 

Wedding Dresses & Tuxedos
        Aslo specializing in Custom Drapes

(702) 917-2955
Se Habla Español

(213) 637-7801

 
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting at

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

¡Yo quiero que el próximo
MILAGRO SEA EL TUYO!™
ESCANEA y AGENDA
tu consulta.

¿QUIERES PROTECCIÓN,
PERMISO Y
PAPELES®?

LLAMA AHORA ALLLAMA AHORA AL

(626) 884 4749(626) 884 4749
Abogada Alexandra
Abogada de Inmigración

Family Dentistry
We accept all PPOs and 

Medi-Cal/Denti-Cal

Get Free
Braces with
Medi-Cal!

(562) 633- 7172  •  paramountdentalandbraces@gmail.com
7922 Rosecrans Ave., Ste. A -  Paramount, CA 90723

LIVING TRUST
TESTAMENTOS  WILLS

FREE Initial Consultation
(323) 728-5610

49 Years in Business
Galo Pesantes

Se Habla Español
Living Trust Web Company

9530 Imperial Hwy. Suite Q, Downey, CA 90242
License No. 0512895   Since 1976

$800.00*
* Includes:

Health Directives & Recording of (1) Grant Deed

“Over 30 Years of Quality Service, 
Customer Satisfaction, & Teamwork.”

ROOFING
(562) 508-9596

CALL TODAY
LIC. • BONDED • INS.

www.patriotroofersco.com

$500 OFF
A Full House Roof Replacement Want to become healthier 

and beautiful from inside  
and out, improve lifestyle $$$ 
and personal habits?
Contact me for a one-on-one consultation! 
Ask for Jackie M. at: 562.328.7041
Jemanriquez.2040@ yahoo.com

PRACTICE AREAS
• Auto
• Motorcycle
• Pedestrian Accidents
• Uber/Lyft
• Bicycle
• Wrongful Death
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