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March 2026

Our Mission

“The purpose of the Effort United Methodist Church is to know, love and serve God and one
another in Christian Community, welcoming all to grow as followers of Jesus Christ.

Ways to Connect:

Address: 178 Merwinsburg Rd. (PO Box 545), Effort, PA 18330

Office phone: 570-629-1890 (Jan Decker, Administrative Assistant)
(Hours: 8:30am — 2:30pm Mon-Fri)

Email: eumc103@ptd.net

Website: www.effortumc.org

Facebook: Effort United Methodist Church
Instagram: effortunitedmethodist

Youth Group Instagram: e.u.m.c.wavewalkers

Help Us to Connect with You:

Should you want to get on our contact list for email, or have a change in your email address (or
home address, phone number), please contact Jan at the church office (570-629-1890;
eumcl03@ptd.net).

Newsletter distributed generally monthly via email, at church or via mail. Information for the
April 2026 Messenger is due to Roxane Martin by Wednesday, March 25, 2026. Email Roxane
at martgr@ptd.net or place in Newsletter mailbox across from the church office.
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REMINDERS:

Palm Sunday—March 29 (Children present Story of Jesus at 11am service)

Maundy Thursday—April 2: 7pm communion (soup and bread @ 5:30pm)

Good Friday—April 3: 7pm

Easter Sunday—April 5: 7am (sunrise), 8:30am, 11am. New members received 11am

Time Change Sunday March 8" 2am (move clocks forward 1 hour, “Spring forward”)



http://www.effortumc.org/
mailto:eumc103@ptd.net
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Pastor’s Corner

What a winter it has been! Perhaps the best encapsulation of this year’s winter months, comes from the
hymn, “In the Bleak Midwinter.” Especially the line in verse one which states, “snow on snow, snow on snow.”
Is anyone else ready to turn the page to spring? Who is ready for sunshine, warmer temperatures, and the first
signs of life emerging from beneath the frozen tundra we call Pennsylvania?

Well friends, hang in there, spring is on the way. Which also means that Easter is right around the
corner: April 5" to be exact. On the way to Easter, we will journey together through the annual season called
“Lent.” Lent is a time for all of us to look forward to the joys of Easter, while at the same time taking a
moment to pause, reflect, and take stock of our lives. During the season of lent, we reflect upon our need for a
Savior. We reflect upon our desperate need for Jesus. Another hymn offers this stark assessment of our need
for Jesus: “I need thee, O I need thee. Every hour | need thee.” 1 want to encourage all of us, during this season
known as Lent, to take some much needed time to reflect upon, and give thanks to, Jesus. Indeed, we need him
every hour.

The season of Lent, at Effort UMC, is also a wonderful time to invite. “Whom will you invite,” is the
message every week here at the church. Why? Because we all know, that inviting a person to come and hear
the good news of Jesus Christ could change that person’s life forever. Think about some people near you
(family, friends, co-workers, neighbors) who need to hear the good news of Christ. Take a moment to consider
the following events, happening at Effort UMC, and use these events to invite, and to strengthen your own
faith.

Think warm thoughts — spring is on the way!
Pastor Scott

Wednesdays (February 18 — March 25):

“The Chosen” Series Bible Study w/ dinner from 5:30 — 7:00pm.

Lenten Worship Services from 7:15 — 8:00pm
All Sundays: Worship Services 8:30 and 11:00am.

Adult Sunday School 9:40 — 10:30am

Children’s Choir Practice 10:00am

Children’s Sunday School and Nursery Care available during the 11am Worship Service.
Sunday March 8: Youth Group Breakfast Fundraiser (between the two worship services).
Maundy Thursday Worship Service: April 2, 7:00pm
Good Friday Service: April 3, 7:00pm
Easter Sunday Worship Services: April 5, 7:00, 8:30 and 11:00am — New Members join during worship!



Special Notices

Church weather closings: As the “cooler” weather and the white stuff has arrived, please note that
information on church closings during inclement weather,can be found on: Church webpage
(wwwe.effortumc.org), church Facebook page, or listen on WSBG radio 93.5.

2026 Offering Envelopes: The 2026 Offering Envelopes are available for you to pick up in the Narthex. If
you do not have an envelope and would like one, please see Jan in the office. Likewise, if you have been assigned
an envelope number and wish to go to EFT, contact Jan so that the number can be reissued. We are trying to be
good stewards of our finances.

2026 Altar Flowers & Bulletin Sponsors: The sign up sheets for 2026 Altar Flowers and Bulletin
Sponsors are now posted on the bulletin board next to the Library. Altar Flowers are $30.00 per vase and the
Bulletin sponsorship is $15.00. Hurry on over to sign up for those special dates you want as they go pretty fast.

Upcoming Happenings

Fellowship Breakfast: will be held on March 8™ , 2026 from 9:30 to 10:30 am in Wesley Hall. It is a
fundraiser for our WaveWalkers Youth Group. Bring the family, a few friends and your appetite for a delicious
meal. This is a free will offering event that is open to all. See you there!

Lasagna Dinner: Back by popular demand! We are taking pre-orders for a fundraising Lasagna Dinner which
will be take-out only and held on Sunday March 15, 2026. Pick up will be available after each service. Meal
includes: Lasagna, salad, garlic bread and a dessert. We are selling dinners individually (single serving). Cost
per meal is: $14.00. We will have a donation sheet of supplies needed should you wish to help offset some of the
supply costs. Also, the order sheet will be on the Welcome Center. All meals will be precooked but will be
refrigerated for pick up. For more information contact the church office at 570-629-1890.

Youth Missions Team: Candy (sweets) Fundraiser: As a fundraiser for the Youth Mission Trip, we
will be taking orders for homemade candies and sweets from March 1 through March 15th with delivery on
Palm Sunday, March 29t". Great gifts for Easter! Items to include but not limited to: Coconut eggs, Peanut
Butter eggs (can be ordered by the %2 dozen or dozen). Pretzel rods with chocolate and sprinkles, solid miniature
chocolates, etc. An order sheet will be on the Welcome Center. Thank you for your support.

Soups for March: Chili soup and Chicken Corn Chowder. Orders taken through Wednesday, March 18t
with pick up on Sunday, March 22, 2026. Still only $6 per quart Order sheet on the Welcome Center.



New Members Classes: Thinking about joining us? New Membership Classes (3 in total) began on January
11™, 2026. Those completing the classes will be taken into Membership on April 5th (Easter Sunday). A sign-
up sheet can be found on the Welcome Center.

Scholarship Applications, sponsored by Women’s Group of Effort are due April 1. See WGOE section for
more information.

Garden of Giving (submitted by Tammy Graeber): March is finally here! And Daylight Savings will be
starting on March 8th; and that's always a sign that the Garden will soon be getting ready to reopen for the coming
Spring. So, save the date of April 11th, when the Garden will be open from 9:30am to 12:30pm. Throughout
April, the Garden will be open Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday mornings. In the meantime, many thanks go to
the new volunteers. In 2026, the theme of the Garden will be 'Acts of Kindness'. So it's a great time for area
Volunteers, church and youth groups to join the Garden and help to get things growing!

Contact the Garden of Giving by phone at 570-402-1282 or email: GardenOfGivingl@gmail.com, The Garden
also has a Facebook page. The Garden is located in McMichaels just off Rt 715. The Address is 2556 Rising Hill
Drive, Saylorsburg PA.

Opportunities to Serve

Nursery Volunteers: The Nursery is normally open only during the 11:00 am service. If you love children
and are willing to volunteer one hour of your time to tend for and to care for those little ones in our church.
Background checks and clearances are required. If you need background checks, please contact Jan in the office.
Thanking you in advance for your support of this ministry.

Ushers and Greeters: We have reconvened the use of Ushers and Greeters at our services! This means we
will be in need of a few people who would like to participate in accepting the offerings and greet people as they
enter the church. If you are interested, please contact Michelle Wichman who will be coordinating this
opportunity for service. You can reach Michelle at: mlwich@ptd.net.

Liturgist, Scripture Readers,& Communion Stewards: We are in the process of updating our various
lists of volunteers who serve in one or several of the aforementioned areas. Should you be interested in continuing
to serve or would like to be added to specific area of serving, please contact the church office and we will get you
on the schedule. The schedule will be on a rotational basis. Great opportunity for our young people as well to get
involved with service.


mailto:GardenOfGiving1@gmail.com
mailto:mlwich@ptd.net

Opportunities for Children and Families

Christian Education

Any questions or concerns, please see Brenda Mitchell, Christian Education Director
(eumchrist@ptd.net)

Nursery: available at the 11:00am service for ages Newborn to 3 years old.

Sunday School: Classes are held during the 11:00 am services (September through May).
Classes are grouped as follows:

Body Building—3 years of age through 2" grade

Intermediate—3', 4™, 5™ grade

Middle School—6™, 71, 8" grade

High School—9'" — 12" grade, meeting 2x/month

Palm Sunday—The children will perform the “Story of Jesus” at the 11am service.

Easter Egg Hunt on Easter, April 5, 2026: This will take place on the front lawn; if weather is bad, we
will have it in Wesley Hall. We will also have a “Jesus Is Risen” Party.

Children’s Choir— We have reconvened our Children’s Choir! Practices are being held on Sunday
mornings at 10am in the Youth Room. All ages are welcome to join us. We have some new instruments (that
are easy to play) and a renewed interest in singing for our church family. Contact Miss Brenda for more
informaton and we hope to see you there!

The Children's choir will be singing at the April 12, 2026 11am service.

Vacation Bible School will be here sooner than you think! It runs from July 13 through 17th and theme is
“Rainforest Falls- Exploring the Nature of God”. So mark your calendars and reserve the dates! For more
information, contact Deb Audett, daudett@ptd.net.

Young Adult Group: Is aself-run group meeting monthly or as scheduled for ages 18-26. Interested persons
can contact Deb Audett, daudett@ptd.net, for additional information.

Preschool at Effort UMC

Do you know of anyone looking for a wonderful Pre-school program or if you have any questions about either
the 3 year old or Pre-K programs, please call the church office or speak with Miss Gail by calling 570-629-1890
ext. 201.
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WaveWalkers Youth Group

Hello EUMC! The Wavewalkers are busy making plans for warmer weather, we can feel it trying to make its
way to us. We would like to have some new outdoor games ready to play when the temps are right! But in the
meantime, we still have to get through March. We have meetings on the 1st and 15th. We are hosting the March
Breakfast on the 8th, so please come out and support our youth. All monies donated will support your youth group
to stay involved and have fun spreading the Gospel and supporting the community in which they live. Then, on
the 28th of March we will be taking our second trip out to State College, PA to experience Winter Jam 2026.
With performers like Disciple, Katy Nicole, Chris Tomlin, and Matthew West, | know they'll have an amazing
time worshipping!

This year Easter falls on the first Sunday of April, because of this we will not be having Youth Group that first
Sunday. We will resume our meetings for April on April 19.

We have been working on updating our bulletin board in the Narthex. Please take a minute to check out what we
did last year and all the fun we had learning about Jesus Christ and worshipping. Our teens are very busy these
days, but they still get up early on Sundays to worship here with us and attend youth group and want to go out in
the world and share the Gospel. They deserve a pat on the back. It's hard these days being an adult in this world,
let alone a teen! We are a blessed Church!

And even though we have so many active and faithful youth, we are always looking for new faces. If you know
someone you think would be interested in our group or needs a positive social group that encourages following
Jesus, please see any of our leaders. We are full of all the important information. Remember anyone from fourth
grade to a senior in high school is welcome to participate.

As always, thank you for your prayers and support.

Our meetings are on the 1%t and 3™ Sundays of the month.
March 15t and March 15% 12:30 to 2:30 pm

Contact Alison Laxton, alaxton@ptd.net, Deb Audett, daudett@ptd.net, Theresa Mayo, mayo43093@aol.com or
Melissa Roberti, mlenjr@frontier.com for additional information.

Youth Mission Trip-2026

Wallingford, Connecticut, here we come! At the moment, there are 10 youth and 6 adults interested in serving
but we still have room for more! This Youth Mission Trip will be held the week of June 28™ to July 4th, 2026.
The trip is open to youth going into 7" grade and up in September 2026. We still have 1 youth spot open, so if
you or someone you know would like to serve, please call Jan Decker at 570-629-1890 or email
eumcl03@ptd.net by March 8" for additional information or to reserve your spot.

The Youth Mission Group will be sponsoring a Candy Fundraiser to help support this trip. Details in Upcoming
Happenings section of the newsletter.
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Continuing Fellowship/Bible Study
Opportunities

RightNow Media: Did you know that we have a place that you can go to on line and seek out a multitude of
Bible studies and information? If not, why not check it out. All you have to do is provide the office (or Pastor
Scott) with your email address and an invitation to join in and peruse the many studies and information available.

Lenten Bible Study: The Lenten Study on Season One of the “The Chosen” has begun. The study runs on
Wednesday evenings through March 25", There is soup & salad at 5:30 pm with the study starting at 5:45 pm
and running to 7:00 pm. All are invited to come.

Lenten Services: The Wednesday evening services will be held weekly through March 25th, starting at
7:15pm.

Basement Bunch:. Basement Bunch Bible Study/Sunday School class meets from 9:45 until 10:30 am in the
former Day Care Kitchen area from September until May. Coffee, tea and some sort of goodies are always
available. We would love to see a few more people join us. There is a book that we follow that you can read
ahead or just look at it once we are in class. Come on out and learn a little bit more about the Bible. Hope to see
you there! Please contact Steve Johnson at sjsa@ptd.net to register and/or if you have any questions.

Christian Connection: A group designed specifically for fellowship and sharing. This group welcomes all
to share and to let you know you’re not alone. Meetings are on Mondays from 12:00pm to 1:00pm and will be
held in the Library. Bring a lunch and join them in a relaxed atmosphere of sharing God’s love. If you are
interested in participating, please contact Betsi Bradrick at: duckharbor21@gamail.com

(Christian Connections scheduled to resume on March 2nd)

Financially Speaking:
We would like to thank each and every one of you for your continued financial support of your church whether it
was through the US Mail, EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), in person, by giving through or Pay Pal.

Extra Mile--

Reminder that Extra Mile Giving (either through your envelopes or EFT) are greatly appreciated. All Extra Mile
Giving goes directly to the General Fund for general operating expenses (electric, oil, office supplies, youth
education and youth group, etc.) and is in addition to your weekly tithes and offerings. An extra few dollars goes
a long way! Please consider going that “extra mile”. Contact Finance Chair for any questions—Bob Decker,

bdecker@schiffs.com
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Finance Committee Update—

Focusing this month on Memorial donations to the Church. Memorial donations can be made in honor of a
recently deceased member of the church or someone in your family or extended family/co-workers/ neighbors
etc.

All donations do not need to go directly to the memorial fund. They can go directly to a fund that you know
might have tugged at the heart of the person you are honoring with the donation.

Maybe your loved one liked working in the flower beds and getting his hands in the dirt, so a donation to the
General Fund/designated towards the lawn and garden maintenance in his/her honor.

Jan and | recently made a memorial donation to the youth mission trip fund in honor of Marv who went on
several of those mission trips over the years.

Perhaps the deceased you want to honor loved to sing and appreciated music so a donation to the General
Fund/designated to piano and organ maintenance could be an option.

Lastly maybe your memorial honoree loved our breakfasts and fund-raising dinners so perhaps a donation
designated for an equipment upgrade in the church kitchen or the West End Fair booth would be appropriated.

These are just a few ideas to help you both honor the legacy of your loved one and support the Church and its
Ministries.

Thank you for your financial support of EUMC. Bob Decker and the Finance Team

Food Pantry (SFRC): Member of Feeding America through Second Harvest Food Bank

The Lord inspired us to help feed families who have need, that are not eligible for local, county or state programs.
The program serves the communities of Albrightsville, Blakeslee, Brodheadsville, Effort, Gilbert, Kunkletown,
Kresgeville, Saylorshburg and Sciota on the 2" and 4" Saturdays of each month, from 10:00 am to noon.

The pantry will be open as follows for the month of March 2026: March 14t and 28t from 10 am to noon.

Volunteers:

Youth: Must be in high school. If 16-17, must complete volunteer paperwork, but background checks are not
required.

Adults: Must complete volunteer paperwork. Must complete state background checks (and Federal checks if not
in Pennsylvania for 10 years). Must complete youth protection training. Contact Jan Decker for all volunteer
paperwork at: eumc103@ptd.net or 570-629-1890 ext. 103.

Our biggest volunteer need continues to be associated with picking up items from our suppliers. These
are often mid-day/mid-week activities and require flexibility with time.

SFRC is seeking donations for the month of March: Canned goods and/or any non perishable item
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Ladies Retreat: Reservations for the 2026 Ladies Retreat are in process. There has been a change in how
Pocono Plateau are requesting deposits and payments so it is important that deadline dates are met. The first
deposit has already been made to Pocono Plateau. An additional $25 will be due by April 10". Final payment
will be due just prior to the retreat dates of September 18™-20™" A registration/sign up sheet can be found on the
Welcome Center. Any questions, please contact Janet Pierson at: janetp@ptd.net

Please note: should we not have enough of an interest we may not be able to have the accommodations we
normally do and/or the retreat may have to be cancelled.

Men’s Group: The next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, March 215 at 9:00 am in the former Day Care
Kitchen area. (There are always snacks and coffee available). Our meetings are normally held on the third
Saturday morning of each month. For more information contact Steve Johnson at sjsa@ptd.net

Missions:
Joyful Noise Offering during worship services for_March 2026:

3/1 - EUMC Outreach

3/8 - Connectional Ministries

3/15 - UMCOR

3/22 - Youth Campership - Pocono Plateau
3/28 - EUMC Outreach

Mission Outreach Auction will be Saturday, April 11th @ 6pm. Signup sheet is in the Narthex. We are seeking
donations with a value of $15.00 or more along with 75 items. We are also looking for "healthy" snacks for the
evening such as fruit or veggie trays. Preview of items will be both in the hallway outside the office as items
come in beginning 3/15/26 and at 5 pm on 4/11/26.

Other important dates to keep in mind are: Saturday, October 18" for the Fall Family Fun Day, and Saturday,
December 5% for the Family Christmas Celebration Dinner.

Pastoral Care: If you know of someone from our congregation that would like a visit from the Pastoral Care
team or Pastor Scott, please contact Dee Juris and she will make arrangements for those who may need a cheerful
visit. Dee can be reached at: deedoloresj24@gmail.com,

Prayer Shawl Ministry: The Prayer Shawl Ministry group meets on the first and third Tuesday of each
month from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm. If you knit or crochet or would like to learn, please join the ladies they would
love to welcome you and have you join the group. Contact Joyce Aylsworth 570-643-3334 for more information.

Our next meetings are scheduled for: Tuesday, March 3" and 17t, 2026.

The ladies of the Prayer Shawl Ministry would like to extend a gracious and heartfelt “thank you” to all who have
donated yarn and/or monetary donations in support of this ministry. We couldn’t do this without you and God’s
grace.
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Seekers: Just come on out and join them on Monday mornings at 10:00 am in Friendship Hall. Current study
is “Ten Men of the Bible”.

Women’s Group of Effort: The next meeting will be held on Monday, March 9th at 7:00 pm.

Program for Women’s Group: Easter Cheer basket items, items for the Missions Outreach Auction and donation
of candy for the Sunday School for Easter.

Devotions: Michelle Wichman
Hostesses: Michelle Wichman and Kathy Cleveland

We are always looking for others to join in on the fun with us and to serve as part of a group that supports the
church and various mission projects! Our meetings are generally held the second Monday of each month at
7:00pm.....come on out... there’s always terrific food! Contact Sharon Gerhart, idohair191@yahoo.com, for
more information.

Scholarship Applications: The Effort Women’s Group is seeking applicants for this year’s Scholarship
Program. This is open to our young people who will be entering a college or university in the Fall. Applications
and criteria can be obtained by emailing Jan Decker at: eumc103@ptd.net with all applications and related
documents being returned to Michelle Wichman by April 1%, 2026. For more information contact Jan Decker.

Miscellaneous

Space available for rent: Looking for a comfortable and friendly place to hold your next party, family
gathering or meeting? Look no further! EUMC has the perfect areas for such events. Wesley Hall (seats 125)
and an outdoor Pavilion available to rent to non-profit organizations. Fees are: $75 for Church members and
$100 for non-members with an additional $50 for the Custodian. Contact the church office at 570-629-1890 for
availability and additional information.

Shop Rite and Weis Market Register Tapes: The church is still collecting the register tapes from Shop
Rite (Brodheadsville store only) and Weis Market (from any store). The church receives 1% of each qualified
amount. As with all things, there are some guidelines and restrictions. One of which is that we cannot submit a
tape that is more than one (1) year old. The Shop Rite and Weis register tapes may be dropped off in the box in
the Narthex, on the Welcome Center.

Upper Room Devotionals: Just a reminder that the Upper Room Devotionals are located in the back of the
Narthex. To help offset some of the costs, a donation of $1.50 for the smaller books and $1.75 for the large print
is requested. Thank you.

Recycling: We do recycle plastics (including bottles), glass and cardboard and to use the appropriate recycling
bins located in both Wesley and Friendship halls. Please DO NOT throw in the regular trash or garbage cans.
Thank you.

10


file:///C:/Users/Jan/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/HRKAE5KR/idohair191@yahoo.com
mailto:eumc103@ptd.net

2026 March Birthdays

03/01 Janet Pierson, William George, Brennan Burns
03/03 Steve Johnson

03/06 Janet Bilecki, JoAnn Fink

03/08 Cheryl Lash, Krista Gouger

03/10 Kayle Wasdyke

03/11 Isabella Bisher

03/12 Paul Milligan

03/15 Nannette Gower, Michelle Meixsell
03/18 Paul DeBarry, Phillip Yetter

03/21 Barb Snyder

03/23 Jace Frost

03/24 Marilou Conklin, Gabrielle Dzwonkowski
03/25 Karen Catina

03/26 Fran Wylie, Wendy Edwards

03/28 Pam Borger

03/29 Eva Martin

03/31 Julia Craig

APRIL (15T WEEK)

04/01 Logan Gerhart
04/02 Scott Zambetti
04/03 Tammy Graeber
04/05 Chad Zamorsky

Card Showers: (send cards and shower them with love)—
Phyllis Conklin, ¢/o Mrs. Bush’s Personal Care Home, 302 Kunkletown Road, Kunkletown, PA 18058
Lucille Smith, 1308 Brian Lane, Effort, PA 18330
Mert & John Wolfe, 3215 Cherry Road, Kunkletown, PA 18058
Sarah Brecht, 800 Houseman Road, Apt. 387, Allentown, PA 18104
Tammy Graeber, 2556 Rising Hill Drive, Saylorsburg, PA 18353
Ann Sanders, Sunrise at Randolph, 648 NJ-10, Randolph, NJ 07869 Room 322
Dolores (Dee) Juris, PO Box 132, Effort, PA 18330
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