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In Friendship, Love, & Truth 

Jason Ottwell 

Grand Master 

Jason Ottwell 

A Grand Session in Frisco! 

The Sovereign Grand Lodge Session brought dignitaries from across the world to-

gether right here in Frisco, Texas, and our members showed once again why Texas 

hospitality is second to none. From the moment our guests arrived, we made it clear 

this was a session to remember.  

New Leadership Elected 

The session also brought exciting news on the leadership front, with new dignitaries 

elected to guide our Sovereign Grand Lodge into the next chapter. 

We congratulate the newly elected officers on their achievement and look forward to their leadership in service to our 

members. Ray Jackson—Sovereign Grand Warden and Davey Wiggers—Sovereign Grand Secretary.  

The Hoe Down Wraps Up 

And of course, no session is complete without a little Texas flair, the Hoe Down was a rip-roaring success! Boots 

were dusted off, and laughter carried well into the evening. Thank you to everyone who helped plan and host the fes-

tivities, and to every member and guest who came out to celebrate together. It was a perfect way to close out a mem-

orable session.  

Now, Back to Texas Grand Lodge Business 

With the Sovereign Grand Lodge Session behind us, our attention turns back home to the work ahead for the Texas 

Grand Lodge. Mark your calendars for important upcoming dates:  

Executive Meeting—September 12th our Executive Committee will convene to handle the ongoing business and 

planning of the Texas Grand Lodge Session.  

78th Annual Home Pilgrimage— September 13th Join us at noon as we honor this cherished tradition for the 78th 

year running. The Home Pilgrimage remains one of our most meaningful gatherings, a time to reflect, give thanks, 

and reaffirm our commitment to the Home and all it represents. Members and families are encouraged to attend and 

take part in this special day.  

24th Annual I.O.O.F. Picnic—September 26, 2026 Lunch at Noon, I.O.O.F. Park, Corsicana, TX 

Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided. We ask that you bring drinks and desserts, along with your own chairs, 

bug spray, and sunscreen. There will be games, contests, and prizes to win. This is a day of fun, with no business on 

the agenda!  

Please RSVP so we can get a headcount for food. You may email info@iooftx.org or call the Grand Lodge Office at 

903-872-7438.  

We look forward to seeing everyone at the Picnic and the Home Pilgrimage. 
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James Curtis 

In FLT, 

James Curtis 

Grand Secretary 
Grand Instructor 

Brothers and Sisters, 

Well, the Sovereign Grand Lodge Session is finally over, and Nancy 

and Christy are singing with joy as this had added a lot of hard work 

on the two of them. They were fine troopers though and stayed with it 

up to the end. Talking about the end, we are not there yet as we still 

have work to do to tie up loose ends here in the office.  

I was informed by several members that one of our members put on Facebook that the people I 

had picked to serve on the committee was just a “blank” committee. You can fill in the blank. This 

person was not part of our committee. I was very proud of our committee as we worked very hard 

on planning the session so we could make our Order look good to all the members from other 

states who would be there. Darren Findlay and Rena Healy are the two who had the hardest job 

and they were fantastic. The other members of the committee who showed up and worked the 

session until the end were Terry Adams, my Vice Chairman, Dan Reynolds, Yvonne DeLuca, Il-

line Townsend, John Woolsey, Connie and Torrance Baker, and Garry Bolch. Peggy Idom and 

Pam Isenhower would attend our meetings when they could. P.G.M. Charlie Stephenson was al-

so on our committee until he had an accident and could no longer participate. I hope I didn’t miss 

anyone; I don’t like to name people like this as I don’t want to leave anyone out.  

I want to express that it was great to see my Sovereign Grand Master. I call P.S.G.M. Mike Dut-

ton my Sovereign Grand Master, because he was Sovereign Grand Master when I was Grand 

Master of Texas. I want to thank Chuck Renninger and Terry Barrett as they worked with me to 

keep things running smoothly. Thanks to all of you and I hope I didn’t miss any members of my 

committee.  

Brothers and Sisters, we have a couple of lodges that need to get their semi-annual report sub-

mitted. You are late and we will have to charge you a late fee.  

Barbara and I will be going to the Retirement Center on September 13th to have lunch with the 

residents for the Pilgrimage. We always enjoy having lunch there. The food is always good and 

there’s plenty of it. We hope to see a lot of our members there for this occasion.  

Our Grand Master, Jason Ottwell, and our President, Arlene Martin, are doing a great job as they 

work together to fulfill their obligations. Congratulations to the two of you. Also, thanks Jason for 

all you did at the Sovereign Grand Lodge Session. You pulled my rear end out of the fire when 

you picked up the risers for me and returned them to the Grand Lodge Office. I owe you Brother!  
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Diamond Dotting Craft with Bristol Hos-

pice. Pictured: Rosanna, Ann, Patsy, 

Martha, Shirley, Iva 

Pictured: Martha, Shirley, Iva, Ro-

sanna, Ann, Patsy 

Rosanna & Ann 

Shirley & Iva Patsy & Martha Bristol Hospice (Rosanna) 

brought flavored lemonade 

for residents to enjoy!  

Pictured: Donna Miller, Shirley 

Malone, Patsy Goss, Ann Clagett, 

Betty Oates, Bartine Dickerson. 

Not Pictured: Kathy Dlabaj 

TIE DYE DAY 
Pictured Left: Patsy 

Goss, Shirley 

Malone, Betty 

Oates, Martha 

Schlottman, Ann 

Clagett, Donna Mil-

ler and Levonne 

Cannaday 



TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS-SEPTEMBER 2026-5 

   

Residents enjoyed ice cream at Braums. Pictured: Mack Newman, Jan Wilson, 

Iva DeSmidt, Donna Miller, Darla Grissom, Shirley Malone, Kathy Dlabaj, Bar-

tine Dickerson, Ann Clagett 
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Before Monday night banquet. Pictured: 

John Elkinton, Yvonne DeLuca, Rena 

Healy, Darren Findlay, Illine Townsend, 

James Curtis (Grand Secretary) 

Installation Dinner 

Installation of Officers 

Installation Dinner 

 

Pam Isenhower, I.A.R.A. President, 

presenting Secretary of the Year award 

Gift from NH to Pam Isenhowas presented by 

Sandra Nickerson 
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Cypress Rebekah Lodge No. 22 was honored to have four 

members receive awards from Christina Jones-Hollaway in 

March. Pictured Above (L to R): Julie Perry, Terry Adams, Sa-

brina Knight, and Peggy Idom received recognition.  
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Congratulations are in order for Peggy Smith, who 

was presented with the Department Commander’s 

Award on July 24, 2026, by the P. Hershall Black 

Canton. 

This special recognition honors Peggy’s service and 

dedication to the Patriarchs Militant and the princi-

ples of Odd Fellowship. Those who know Peggy 

know that her commitment to our Order is demon-

strated not simply through the titles she has held or 

the honors she has received, but through her contin-

ued willingness to serve and support her fellow 

members.  

The Department Commander’s Award is a fitting 

recognition of that commitment and an accomplish-

ment worthy of celebration by her Brothers and Sis-

ters throughout the jurisdiction.  

Please join us in congratulating Peggy Smith on this 

well-deserved honor. We are proud to recognize her 

service and celebrate this achievement with her. 

Congratulations, Peggy, and thank you for your con-

tinued service to Odd Fellowship!  

In Friendship, Love, and Truth,  

P. Hershall Black Canton No. 1 

Pictured: Peggy Smith (Chaplain), 

and Crystal Baker (Captain) 

Pictured: Eric McCrory (Lieutenant), Renaud 

Cager (Accountant), Lowell Handschke (Ensign), 

Peggy Smith (Chaplain), Crystal Baker (Captain), 

and Garry Bolch (Clerk) 

ODD FELLOWS AND REBEKAHS 

ROSE FLOAT—2027 ROSE PARADE 

Our float is titled “Liberty Flies High” 

Matching Challenge: A donor will 

match up to $10,000 for the 2027 float 

fund. Please send donations to:  

Odd Fellows and Rebekahs Rose Float 

P.O. Box 2718 

Redondo Beach, CA 90278 

 

For more information, please visit http://

www.3linksfloat.org or http://oddfellows-

rebekahs-rosefloat.org 
DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
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Henry Ray Blahuta 

July 29, 1935 — August 18, 2026 

Henry Ray Blahuta passed on August 18, 2026, at the age of 91, in Dallas, Texas. He was born 

on July 29, 1935, to Louise Hrabal and Frank Blahuta in West, Texas.  

Henry was a beloved member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the SPJST Lodge, and 

the Master Gardeners. He was a kind, generous man with a wonderful sense of humor. He will be 

missed greatly by all who knew and loved him.  

He is survived by his brother, Norman Blahuta (Barbara); two nieces, Tracey and Donelle Blahu-

ta; and two great-nieces, Hailey and Kiri Holch.  

He is preceded in death by his mother, Louise Hrabal Blahuta; his father, Frank Blahuta; his wife, 

Lula “Lou” Plummer Blahuta. A memorial service will be held on September 12, 2026, at the Balch 

Springs Lodge No. 64 Lodge Hall at 12001 Crumpton Road, Balch Springs, Texas. A meal will be 

served at 5:00pm followed by a Celebration of Life service. 
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DATE EVENT WHEN WHERE 

SEPTEMBER    

09/12/26 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

09/12/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

09/13/26 78th Annual Homes Pilgrimage 12pm I.O.O.F. Retirement Center, Ennis, TX 

09/25/26 Grand Lodge Finance Committee Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

09/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome.  

09/26/26 I.O.O.F. Annual Picnic 12pm I.O.O.F. Park, Corsicana, TX 

09/26/26 Houston Heights #225 Sausage Fest 12pm-4pm Houston Heights #225 Lodge Hall 
115 E. 14th St., Houston TX 77008 

OCTOBER    

10/10/26 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

10/10/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

10/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 
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