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James Curtis 

In FLT, 

James Curtis 

Grand Secretary 
Grand Instructor 

It’s time to get a letter out for the newspaper. The Sovereign Grand 

Lodge Session in Frisco is behind us now and it’s time to get on with 

the business at hand. 

Brothers and Sisters, I would like to press on your mind that if you are 

thinking about running for Grand Warden, be aware that it is a big 

commitment. You must be able to travel a lot to visit lodges in the 

State. As Grand Warden, you must make official visits to one-third 

of the lodges and all Junior Lodges during your year as Grand Warden.  

These things are very hard for a young member who has to work and raise a family. As you move 

up to Deputy Grand Master the next year, you must keep traveling to make official visits that year 

also as you must officially visit not less than one-half of the lodges in the jurisdiction during this 

term. These visits must not be lodges you visited as Grand Warden.  

I will not go into the Grand Master’s duties this month but will tell you that if elected to the position 

of Grand Warden, you must serve on the W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees during your year as 

Warden and they meet the 2nd Saturday of every month. You will also need to be prepared for 

four years of obligation as it takes that long to go through the final chair.  

By the time you read this, the annual picnic will have already come and gone. I hope that I will 

have seen you there as the Grand Master and President will have been looking for you there as 

well. I don’t know what the President has done on the planning of the picnic, but I do know the 

Grand Master has worked hard at it. I hope since it is being held in late September that it will be 

cooler.  

Our Grand Lodge Officers are making a lot of official visits to lodges and if your lodge is one of 

them, be sure that you give them the Honors of the Order. I know that most of you know this, but I 

just want to make sure if one of our newer lodges receives an official visit, they will be aware of 

this.  

I will close for now and hope to see you soon.  
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July Birthdays! Jan Wilson (left) and Betty Oates 

(right) both celebrated their birthdays in July 

Charles Newman, member of  

Ennis Lodge No. 227, celebrated 

his birthday on August 27, 2026, 

with family and friends! 

Storytelling Social with Bill Watkins. Pic-

tured: Bill Watkins, Kathy Dlabaj, Shirley 

Malone, Ann Clagett, Martha Schlottman, 

Patsy Goss, Bartine Dickerson, Brenda 

Blaylock 

Residents enjoyed a trip to the Farmer’s Market. 

Pictured: Kathy, Shirley, Ann, Jan, and Martha 
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Robert Castleman and Lana Wood L to R: Thomas Calabrese (SGM), 

Ron Henson (Deputy SGM), Chuck 

Lusk (PSGM) 

Arlene Martin (Rebekah Assembly 

President) 

L to R: Danny Wood (PSGM), Ray 

Jackson (SG Warden), Michelle 

Heckart (PSGM) 
Danny Wood (PSGM) talking with 

Ray Jackson (SG Warden) 

Chuck Hillberry (in white) 

Lillian Castleman Connie Baker (PGM) and Karen 

June Bays (Deputy Grand 

Master) 

Torrance Baker 
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Billy Eggleston and  

Torrance Baker (pictured 

left) 

UNUSUAL ARTWORK FOUND AT CORSICANA #63 LODGE HALL 

Jeff Minze, Noble Grand of Corsicana 

Lodge No. 63, uncovered this unique treas-

ure at the lodge recently. The artist was M. 

Cumming who was a Past Grand member 

of Corsicana No. 63. Although his complete 

membership record is unknown, he was 

listed on the 1917 report of the lodge as be-

ing 80 years old which is a testament to the 

age of the painting. One would wonder what 

exactly was happening within the lodge to 

inspire Brother Cumming to create such an 

unusual work of art!  



6-OCTOBER 2026-TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS 

   

ODD FELLOWS AND REBEKAHS 

ROSE FLOAT—2027 ROSE PARADE 

Our float is titled “Liberty Flies High” 

Matching Challenge: A donor will 

match up to $10,000 for the 2027 float 

fund. Please send donations to:  

Odd Fellows and Rebekahs Rose Float 

P.O. Box 2718 

Redondo Beach, CA 90278 

 

For more information, please visit http://

www.3linksfloat.org or http://oddfellows-

rebekahs-rosefloat.org 
DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

Thirty-five years of membership is no small 

milestone, and the Gonzales Lodge No. 38 re-

cently took time to recognize one of its long-

time members.  

Barry Boothe was presented with a 35-year 

membership jewel in honor of his active mem-

bership and many years with the lodge.  

The recognition celebrates more than three 

decades of involvement, fellowship and com-

mitment to the organization and the traditions it 

continues to carry forward in the Gonzales 

community.  

Fellow lodge members joined Boothe for the 

special presentation and helped mark the occa-

sion.  

            — ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN GONZALES 

INQUIRER, SEPT. 3, 2026 Pictured Left to Right: JoAnn Mercer, Loy Smith, Barry 

Boothe, Larry Mercer and Nathan Neuse 
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Grand Master Jason Ottwell Rebekah Assembly President Arlene 

Martin 

L to R: P. P. Loretta Vernon, Deputy 

Grand Master Karen June Bays, Vivian 

McElligott 

Vivian McElligott and Junior P.G.M. 

Terry McElligott Everyone enjoyed a visit from The 

Creature Teacher! 

Director Levonne Cannaday 

holding a joey 
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Dallas Lodge No. 44 welcomed a special guest speak-

er, Bob Hopkins, during the social time before lodge 

meeting on September 15th.  

Bob Hopkins, a retired professor of business commu-

nications and philanthropy, contacted us through the 

website about his winning an I.O.O.F. sponsored 

speech competition when he was sixteen that award-

ed him the Pilgrimage to the U.N. in 1960.  

He spoke about how that experience influenced his 

career and life and thanked us — and all of Odd Fel-

lowship — for “changing his life.”  

He was a dynamic speaker and gave us several cop-

ies of books he had written or that had influenced him. 

He encouraged us to grow the Order and emphasized 

the importance of community and good works. We 

would welcome him back.  

Bob Hopkins is pictured left during his speech and 

during his visit to the U.N. when he was sixteen.  

 

— SUBMITTED BY LAURA NEITZEL, DALLAS LODGE NO. 44 
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Grand Master Jason Ottwell (left) had the honor of 

presenting a 50 year Veteran Jewel to Past Grand 

Master Johnny Cantrell (right) of Fred Ende Lodge 

No. 87 recently. Brother Johnny began his mem-

bership as a Junior Odd Fellow on September 21, 

1976, in Terrell Junior Lodge No. 17. He joined the 

Terrell Odd Fellow Lodge No. 232 in 1980 and lat-

er transferred his membership to Fred Ende Lodge 

in Greenville. He served as Grand Ruler of Texas 

during the 1982-1983 term and as Grand Master 

of Texas during the 2016-2017 term.  

Congratulations Brother Johnny! 

ODD FELLOWS PILGRIMAGE FOR YOUTH TOUR 2027 

 

Tour Date: June 26, 2027—July 9, 2027 

Cost: $2,200 plus airfare 

Age Requirements: Delegates must be between 16 and 17 years old when the 

tour starts and have at least one year of High School left.  

Deadline: All registration forms must be submitted to the Pilgrimage Director by 

February 1, 2027.  

Scholarship Opportunities:  

1st Place—$2,500 

2nd Place—$1,500 

3rd Place—$50 

A delegate application is available online at www.ioofpilgrimageforyouth.com. 
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During the month of September, the Grand Patriarch of 

the Grand Encampment, I.O.O.F. of Texas, conducted 

two official visits to three Encampments within our juris-

diction.  

On September 5th, the Grand Patriarch visited his home 

Encampment, Lone Star Encampment No. 1 in Houston. 

He expressed his appreciation to all Patriarchs in attend-

ance for their continued support and dedication to the 

Order. He also shared how proud he was of their steady 

growth and commitment to the principles of the Encamp-

ment.  

On September 18, the Grand Patriarch traveled to Plano 

Encampment No. 114, where he made a joint official 

visit with Walter’s Winnsboro Encampment No. 93. He 

thanked the Patriarchs and Matriarchs for welcoming 

him and extended special gratitude to Walter’s Winnsbo-

ro for adjusting their meeting night to accommodate the 

visit. The Grand Patriarch provided an update on current 

Grand Encampment activities and encouraged all mem-

bers to attend the upcoming Grand Encampment Ses-

sion at the Houston Scottish Rite on November 7th.  

The evening concluded with a warm and enjoyable din-

ner at a nearby restaurant, where fellowship and conver-

sation rounded out a successful night of Encampment 

visitation.  

During his official visit to Plano Encampment 

No. 114, Grand Patriarch John Woolsey had 

the honor of presenting Brother Charles 

“Charlie” Stephenson with the Make a Differ-

ence I.O.O.F. Award. This distinguished recog-

nition was bestowed upon Brother Stephenson 

by Immediate Past Sovereign Grand Master 

Thomas J. Calabrese and Immediate Past 

President of the International Association of 

Rebekah Assemblies Pamela M. Isenhower.  

Brother Stephenson received the award in 

acknowledgement of his many years of dedi-

cated service to the Order, his steadfast com-

mitment to Odd Fellowship in Texas, and his 

significant contributions in preparing for the 

Sovereign Grand Lodge Session held in Frisco 

this past August. As Brother Stephenson was 

unable to attend the Annual Session, Grand 

Patriarch Woolsey was asked to present the 

award at a later date.  

Charlie expressed his sincere gratitude for the 

honor and thanked both the Sovereign Grand 

Master and the I.A.R.A. President for their 

recognition of his service. 

PGM Charlie Stephenson (left) and Grand Patriarch 

John Woolsey (right) 
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Margaret Blanche Mottram 

September 6, 1926 — August 30, 2026 

Margaret “Gussie” Mottram passed away on August 30, 2026, just one week shy of celebrating 

her 100th birthday. Born September 6, 1926, Margaret lived a long and beautiful life centered 

around her faith, her family, and serving others.  

Margaret was a devoted Christian and was very involved in her church throughout her life. She 

was known for her generous and giving nature and for always being willing to help someone in 

need. She was deeply loved not only by her family, but also by those throughout her community 

whose lives she touched.  

Margaret was a 20 year member of the Springtown Lodge No. 75, I.O.O.F. Her heart for serving 

others could be seen in the many years she spent volunteering with the Salvation Army and 

through Neighbors to Neighbors. Her kindness, faithfulness, and willingness to give of herself left 

a lasting impression on those fortunate enough to know her.  

Margaret was preceded in death by her parents, Hazel Thornton and Ernest Guthrie; her husband, 

Tom Mottram; and her siblings, Lois, Mabel, Lucille, and Pete.  

She is survived by her daughters, Lisa Morris-Pitts and her husband, Carl, and Robin Brown, as 

well as her grandchildren, great-grandchildren, great-great-grandchildren, and many other family 

members and loved ones who will carry her memory with them.  

After nearly 100 years of life, Margaret leaves behind a remarkable legacy of faith, generosity, 

love, and service to others. She will be dearly missed, but her family finds comfort in knowing that 

she is now at peace and in the presence of the Lord.  

                                                            — — — — — — — —  

Jerry Miller 

May 9, 1929 — September 6, 2026 

Jerry was born in Star City, Arkansas, on May 9, 1929. Her father was a farmer and mother a 

housewife. Their house had dirt floors and no running water or electricity. Outside of school her 

time was spent working on the farm picking fruit, planting seeds and picking cotton. Jerry got a job 

with Central Freightlines in Dallas and met Bill when he came to install a phone line for her desk. 

This meeting happened in 1959 and they married in November 1961 at Gaston Avenue Baptist 

Church. Together they attended church and belonged to several organizations. Jerry was active 

in the Rebekah Lodge and served as Rebekah Assembly President. She also founded the Big D 

Transporter newsletter. They owned a successful real estate business for over 30 years and 

played golf everywhere they went. They buried their only child, Deborah, in May 2009. At the time 

of Bill’s passing in September 2020, they were married 58 years.  

Jerry is survived by 2 grandsons, Michael and Nicholas. Michael and his wife, Rachael, brought 

great joy to Jerry’s life with their 5 beloved great-grandchildren: Mason, Grace, Colin, Aiden, and 

Justin. The funeral service was held on September 13, 2026. Sister Jerry will be greatly missed.  
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Morgan Barry Boothe 

February 27, 1951 — September 8, 2026 

Morgan Barry Boothe, Sr., affectionately known as Grandad, passed away peacefully on September 8, 2026. He was 

born on February 27, 1951, in Gonzales, Texas, to Jane and William Boothe, III.  

Barry was a graduate of Gonzales High School, Class of 1969. He often bragged to his grandsons that he had been 

recognized as the Apache Football Offensive Player of the Year during his senior season.  

After high school, Barry attended Sam Houston State University, where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Agriculture. While at Sam Houston State, he participated in the ROTC program, serving as a Platoon Leader, and 

was a member of the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity.  

After earning his degree, Barry returned home to Gonzales to work in the family poultry business as manager of 

Boothe Hatchery. His weekdays were spent at the hatchery, while Saturdays were reserved for working cattle with his 

family. Barry later worked at Apache Quick Lube, where he enjoyed greeting customers with a smile and making eve-

ryone feel welcome.  

Of all his accomplishments, Barry was most proud of becoming a father to his daughter, Allison, and his son, Barry Jr. 

He took great joy in sharing his love of the outdoors with his children and proudly supporting them in their activities.  

Barry loved spending time outdoors, especially hunting and fishing with family and friends. He could often be found 

chasing the biggest buck or hoping to land the heaviest catfish. The hunt was always about more than the catch—it 

was about the stories, the laughter, the friendships, and the time spent together. These outdoor adventures created 

some of his most treasured memories and were a love he was proud to pass down to his family.  

Barry married Lauren Henderson Boothe on July 1, 2000. Together, they shared 26 blessed years of marriage, creat-

ing a life filled with family, friendship, and countless memories.  

Barry was a lifelong member of First Methodist Church of Gonzales, where he served on the Board of Trustees. He 

was also a Reserve Officer with the Gonzales County Sheriff’s Office and proudly served the Gonzales Volunteer Fire 

Department for 25 years. During his time with the department, he served as Fire Chief and as Secretary of the Gon-

zales County Fire Commission.  

Barry was a Director of the Gonzales County Youth Show and was a 37 year member of Gonzales Lodge No. 38, 

I.O.O.F. During his years of service, he held the office of Noble Grand and, most recently, served as Lodge Deputy.  

Barry will be remembered for his love of family, his service to his community, and his love of the outdoors, and his 

ability to greet others with a smile. Above all, he was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, brother, and friend who 

took great pride in the people he loved.  

Barry is survived by his wife, Lauren; daughter, Allison Davis (Dean); son, Morgan Barry Boothe, Jr. (Jennifer Ervin); 

grandsons, Cade Davis, Cole Boothe, and Morgan Boothe; Layton Ervin; twin brother, William “Billy” Boothe, IV 

(Sue); sister-in-law and brother-in-law, Glynda and Buddy Davis; and numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, and dear 

friends.  

He was preceded in death by his parents, Jane and William Boothe, III, and his mother-in-law, Mozelle Henderson.  

A celebration of life service was held on September 12, 2026, followed by a burial held at the Odd Fellows Cemetery.  
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DATE EVENT WHEN WHERE 

OCTOBER    

10/10/26 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

10/10/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

10/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

10/31/26 Happy Halloween!   

NOVEMBER    

11/07/26 Grand Encampment and Department Council Sessions 10am/1pm 2401 West Belfort, Houston, TX 77054 

11/11/26 Veterans Day   

11/14/26 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

11/14/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

11/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

11/26/26 Happy Thanksgiving!   Grand Lodge Office is closed Thursday & Friday. 



18-OCTOBER 2026-TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS 

   


