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Sovereign Grand Lodge Session Pictures 

August 15-21, 2025 

PICTURES CONTINUED ON PAGE 4. 
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Terry McElligott    

In Friendship, Love, & Truth 

Terry McElligott 

Grand Master 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

October we think of pumpkins. Fall has started. Our church will do 

Trunk or Treat mostly for the kids but the adults also have a good time. 

We love celebrating. Our Pilgrimage to the Home was another celebra-

tion. We get together to see friends, enjoy a meal and have pride in 

what our Order has provided. Levonne and her staff put out the wel-

come mat for a large crowd of Odd Fellows and Rebekahs and fed 

everyone well. Many thanks to all the Brothers and Sisters who have 

generously supported our Retirement Home for many years. President Christina and I were able 

to return the Creature Teacher who introduced us to the coatimundi, chameleon, skunk, dragon, 

boa and kangaroo and personalized each of them. Please continue your support of the Home 

and the dedicated work of the staff.  

This week Vivian and I lost a friend. I say this because many times we unconsciously take our 

friends, our family, our lodge brothers and sisters for granted. We’re not taking advantage of 

them, we just know they will be there tomorrow. Take today to consider the people around you 

and what you put off telling them because you’ll tell them next time. “The future starts today, not 

tomorrow.” — Pope John Paul II.  

Grand Master’s Project— Please consider supporting the Grand Master’s project, Living Water 

International, which provides access to clean, safe water to families & communities around the 

world. For more information, please visit water.cc. Thank you for your donations & support!  
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James Curtis 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

As I write this letter, it’s raining cats and dogs outside. I don’t recall 

ever getting rain like we have had this year. It has always been hot 

and dry with no rain at all in July and August, but not this year! I am 

not complaining about the rains we have had as I have enjoyed eve-

ry bit of it.  

I know that by now everyone knows there will be some changes at our next Grand Lodge Ses-

sions as the Rebekahs are going to have to meet in a different place. With that in mind, there is 

going to be a Special Session called in November to work some things out. I would like to ask as 

many members as possible to be here as it will be a very important meeting that could affect the 

Odd Fellows as well.  

I just received word that A.C. Dowell is in Hospice down in Houston at this time. His daughter 

called to let us know just in case any Odd Fellows would want to know. I remember having the 

Degree Rallies at his place where we held them outdoors in his pasture. E. Dixon Toney would 

always cook up some stew for the occasion. We really had some good times there.  

Well, Fall is upon us now so maybe we will start having some cooler weather. I sure hope so.  

I will close for now and wish everyone to stay safe and well.  

In FLT, 

James Curtis 

Grand Secretary 

Grand Instructor 
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Sovereign Grand Lodge Session Pictures—Continued 

John Woolsey receiving his 

Swordsmanship Proficiency 
John Reitzer-Smith showcasing the 2026 

Rebekah SGL officer’s and representatives 

attire 

Garry Bolch & Crystal Baker (Past President of the 

Rebekah Assembly of Texas) 

Pam Isenhower, I.A.R.A. 

President & Thomas Calabrese, 

Sovereign Grand Master 
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Sovereign Grand Lodge Session Pictures—Continued 

Charlie Stephenson (Junior PGM) & John Woolsey 

(PGM) 
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Sovereign Grand Lodge Session 

I.A.R.A. Pictures 
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Odd Fellow News of Texas Presented with Awards 

 The Odd Fellow News of 

Texas newsletter received 

two awards during the 

SGL Session: Best Overall 

— 1st place and News 

Content—1st place.  

Pictured here is Tamara 

Franks, designer, and 

James Curtis, editor.  

Congratulations to every-

one involved & thank you 

for your submissions & 

support!  
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Pictured L to R: Albert Rodriguez, Nathan 

Neuse (Noble Grand), Liz Hernandez, Wil-

liam Glass, Jeremy Judd 

Gonzales Lodge No 38’s Annual Fundraiser 

was held on September 2, 2025.  

Prizes were donated by Sage Capital Bank-

Gonzales, South Star Bank-Gonzales, First 

National Bank of Shiner-Shiner, Dr. Kamala 

Lewis, DDS-Luling, and Capt. John C. Ashley

-Shiner. Grand Prize Winners: Liz Hernan-

dez & Ken Hedrick.  

Funds raised are used for projects of Gon-

zales Lodge No. 38. Thank you all for the 

support & participation!  

Ray Parrish pictured right at the Retire-

ment Center in Ennis, TX.  

Grand Secretary James Curtis had a nice 

visit with Brother Ray during the Pilgrim-

age on September 14, 2025.  

Ray would like everyone to know how 

much he enjoys living at the Home with 

three meals furnished each day. He would 

love more members to join him at the 

Home as he is looking for people to play 

dominos with.  

 

MORE HOME PILGRIMAGE PICTURES ON PAGE 15. 
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DELEGATE GENERAL INFORMATION: PLEASE VISIT www.ioofpilgrimageforyouth.com OR SEND AN EMAIL TO 

pilgrimage@ioofpilgrimageforyouth.com. 
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Relaxing with colors.  

Pictured: Ann Clagett, Patsy Goss, 

Martha Schlottman, and Monica Rus-

sell. 

Residents enjoyed a presentation from 

The Creature Teacher during the 77th 

Annual Home Pilgrimage on Septem-

ber 14, 2025.  
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Frances Virginia Ryals 

April 30, 1929—August 28, 2025 

Frances Virginia Ryals, 96, of Coppell, Texas, passed away on August 28, 2025. She was born in Nocona, Texas, on 

April 30, 1929, to James Arby and Revell Sikes McNatt. She was known as Frances or Fran to her friends and sib-

lings, Mom to her sons, Grandma to her grandchildren and Nanny to her nieces and nephews and many grand and 

great-grand nieces and nephews. She is survived by her sister, Sissy Hamlin and her husband Harold from Flower 

Mound; sons, Joe Sallee and his wife Cecelia of Krum, Jerry Sallee and his wife Charlotte of Flower Mound, David 

Sallee and his wife Kris of Euless, Jamie Sallee of Brownwood and Jeff Sallee and his wife Jacque of Irving; twelve 

grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. She was preceded in death by her husband, Don Ryals; her parents; and 

brothers Buster, Mark, and Bill. Frances was a member & Past Grand of Denton Lodge No. 82, and member & Past 

Noble Grand of Denton Rebekah Lodge No. 18. A visitation and viewing was held on September 2, 2025, at Mulkey-

Mason Funeral Home in Lewisville, Texas. Graveside service was held at Belew Cemetery in Pilot Point, Texas, at 

10:00am on September 3, 2025.  

 

Willie Lowell Cantrell 

November 2, 1937—August 30, 2025 

Willie was born November 2, 1937, in the rural area of Checotah, Oklahoma, to Willie and Lessie Cantrell. He passed 

away on August 30, 2025, after a long illness. He was the 5th of 10 children. The family moved from Oklahoma to 

Orange, Texas, in the 1940s for his dad to work in the shipyards. After the war, they moved to the Rowlett, Texas, 

area. Willie learned hard work from an early age working as a sharecropper’s son. He kept that work ethic up to the 

time of his death. He met Carolyn Kay Cass in Garland in 1958, and they were married that year. They had two sons, 

Steve and Johnny. Carolyn and Willie were married 47 years until her death in 2005. He later married Rebeca Ridge-

way who later died in 2020. In his later years, he became a very loving owner to many stray dogs and cats that wan-

dered up to his house. In the last year, the birds and ducks have been added to the feeding regiment. Willie was pre-

ceded in death by his parents and both of his wives and all but one of his siblings. He is survived by his sons; Steve 

(Debbie) and Johnny, PGM (Amy), sister; Helen Trujillo, bonus Granddaughter; Kaitlyn Thomas, bonus Grandson; 

Elijah Thomas and many nieces and nephews and friends as well as his companion Bleu. A graveside service was 

held September 4, 2025, at 10am, at Grove Hill Memorial Park.  

 

Vicki Rose Ford 

September 5, 1957—September 4, 2025 

Vicki Rose Ford was called to her heavenly home on September 4th, surrounded by her daughter, Holly and her hus-

band Gorden, from her earthly home in Grice, Texas, after a lengthy illness. Vicki was born to Frank Ford and Rosa 

Pool Ford on September 5, 1957, in the Florence Nightingale Wing of the Baylor Hospital in Dallas, Texas. Vicki went 

to school in Mesquite and Dallas until moving to Rhonesboro and graduating from Harmony High School. She worked 

for her parents in their grocery store, Ford’s Grocery, for many years. She also worked at Harmony Schools until she 

became ill. Vicki was a member of the Antioch Baptist Church in Grice, a member of the Rebekah and Odd Fellows 

Lodges of Athens. Vicki is survived by her parents, Frank and Rosa Ford of Grice; brother, Larry of Grice; daughters, 

Holly Litchfield and husband Gorden, Patricia Rodriguez and husband Joe; 11 grandchildren and 6 great-

grandchildren. She was preceded in death by one great-grandchild.  
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DATE EVENT WHEN WHERE 

OCTOBER    

10/04/25 I.O.O.F. Annual Picnic 12pm I.O.O.F. Park, Corsicana, TX 

10/10/25 Grand Lodge Executive Committee Meeting 1pm Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

10/11/25 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

10/11/25 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

10/25/25 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

10/31/25 Happy Halloween   

NOVEMBER    

11/01/25 Grand Encampment & Dept Council of TX Annual Session 9am Corsicana #63 Lodge Hall, Corsicana, TX 

11/07/25 Grand Lodge Executive Committee Meeting 1pm Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

11/08/25 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin . Bldg. 

11/08/25 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

11/09/25 Fall Dinner 11am Balch Springs Lodge, Balch Springs, TX 

11/15/25 Grand Lodge Special Session  Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

11/27/25 Happy Thanksgiving   

Please join us for our 23rd Annual I.O.O.F. 
Picnic!  

                      —    —    —    — 

We will be providing lunch, but please re-
member to bring drinks & desserts, and 
don’t forget the chairs, bug spray, and 
sunscreen! Lunch will be at noon.  

This is a day of fun and no business. There 
will be games, contests, and prizes to win.  

Please RSVP if you plan to attend; we will 
need a headcount for food. You may email 
info@iooftx.org or call the Grand Lodge 
Office @ 844-872-7438. We hope to see 
you all there!  
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