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Congratulations, Jackie Laney! 

Congratulations to Jackie Laney, P.G.M., who was honored to serve 

as Grand Marshall of the New Boston City Parade on October 11, 

2025. Pictured here is Jackie with his daughters, DeAnna and Darla. 
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Terry McElligott    
 

In Friendship, Love, & Truth 

Terry McElligott 

Grand Master 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

November is here, summer is gone. If you didn’t get enough summer, it’s go-

ing to be a long six months. I hope all of our Brothers and Sisters have a 

warm home for the holidays.  

Our I.O.O.F. picnic was great. Perfect weather. Plenty of good food. I want to 

thank Christina and her “Team Frank” for all the work they put in both setting 

up and cleaning up. Thank you to Karen June for volunteering her husband 

on short notice. Thank you to all the people who brought side dishes and desserts.  

I had a very nice meeting with Garland October 13th. I love these meetings for the chance to see so much 

history, meet the members and realize the good works being done in the name of our Order.  

Balch Springs will be welcoming us all for dinner on the 9th. There’s going to be a lot of friendship, love, 

and good food as always. Looking forward to seeing you. I’m also looking forward to meeting with Spring-

town on the 18th. If you’re in the neighborhood, join us.  

I sent a letter scheduling a special session and then another letter canceling the session. Our arrange-

ments committee has been working since April striving to make our session in March 2026 organized, 

successful, and even affordable. After a great deal of time and effort researching facilities and not being 

able to satisfy all parties, the Trustees have voted to allow the Event Center to open for next Session. I 

want to express my appreciation to all the members who have been diligently putting in not only time but 

effort to provide a successful Session.  

Christmas is coming. If you’ve been in Walmart, they think it’s already here. December 14th — Save the 

Date and meet us at the Home to celebrate with the residents.  

Wishing you all a safe and wonderful Thanksgiving. 

Grand Master’s Project— Please consider supporting the Grand Master’s project, Living Water 

International, which provides access to clean, safe water to families & communities around the 

world. For more information, please visit water.cc. Thank you for your donations & support!  
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James Curtis 

Hello to all Brothers and Sisters, 

Well, the Fall of the year is here in full swing. When I come to the of-

fice each morning, the temps are in the high 50’s or low 60’s. On Oc-

tober 21st, Sovereign Grand Secretary Terry Barrett called and said 

it was 25 degrees in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.  

We had a really nice picnic this year as it was not so hot. While there, I met the Noble Grand of 

Houston Heights Lodge No. 225, Natasha Thornton. She and her husband, Matthew, came up 

for the picnic along with their Vice Grand, Steve Nolin, and Secretary Bill Carson. They are very 

young members and are getting active in the Order.  

On October 3rd, my good friend and Secretary of the Waxahachie Lodge, Tom Wright, came 

down for a visit. It is always a pleasure to visit with Brother Wright.  

On October 25th, Deputy Grand Master Jason Ottwell made his official visit to Athens Lodge and 

our Master Cook, Past Grand Master Dan Reynolds, fired up the grill and cooked hamburgers 

for all of us. We had a great time with Brother Jason.  

Secretaries, the month of November is the nomination of Officers. You will nominate the last two 

meeting nights in November and hold your elections on the first meeting night of December. Re-

member that Thanksgiving falls on us in November, we have to have the nominations done be-

fore that time.  

I would like to take this time to tell my very good friend, Past Grand Master Jackie Laney, con-

gratulations on being the Grand Marshall in the New Boston parade. I bet after the parade he 

had to stand outside his home to allow his head to shrink before he could get it through the door-

way! Again, congratulations my friend!  

The Grand Lodge Office will be closed for Thanksgiving Day and Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. 

All of us here in the office wish you all a very Happy Thanksgiving and we hope all stay safe.  

I will close for now and hope to see you all soon.  

In FLT, 

James Curtis 

Grand Secretary 

Grand Instructor 
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Annual I.O.O.F. Picnic 
October 4, 2025 

Pictured are members of Houston Heights #225: Steve 

Nolin (VG), Bill Carson (Secretary), Matthew Thornton 

and Natasha Thornton (NG) 

Dorothy Sumpter, Lodge Secretary at Fort 

Worth #251 

Liz Cook, Treasurer of the Rebekah Assembly & 

Barbara Curtis, Past President of the Rebekah 

Assembly 

Vicky Flutey 

Arlene Martin, Vice President of the 

Rebekah Assembly 
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Houston Heights #225 had another extraordi-

nary fundraiser this Fall, raising approximate-

ly $2,600 while having a lot of fun fellowship! 

Some of the money earned will be designat-

ed for their scholarship fund and part will be 

used to maintain their 100+ year old lodge 

building.  

Noble Grand, Natasha Thornton, and Vice 

Grand, Steve Nolin, grilled the sausage and 

their Treasurer, Marilyn Brooks, cooked and 

served the hot German potato salad, red 

cabbage, and sauerkraut. The lodge had 

many members pitch in to donate beverages 

and cash, decorate, set up, serve, bus, clean 

up and tear down. They appreciate the com-

munal effort and the Event Chair, Lodge 

Secretary Bill Carson.  

Once again, everyone had a lovely day 

weatherwise for the event and got to see old 

friends and new ones. It has been one of 

their favorite yearly events since 2009 when 

it was begun. 
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Degree Rally Held in Gonzales 

Pictured L to R: Larry Mercer, JoAnn Mercer, John 

Creamer, Mike Aufdenkamp, Mary Jo Creamer, Mari 

McDonald, Nathan Neuse, Melissa Bullerwell, Loy 

Smith, Barry Boothe, Darrell Catchings. Not pictured 

is Yvonne DeLuca. 

Pictured L to R are the candidates: Mike Auf-

denkamp, Mari McDonald, Melissa Bullerwell, and 

Loy Smith.  

On Saturday, September 27, 2025, a degree rally was held at the I.O.O.F. Lodge Hall in Gon-

zales, Texas. Candidates taking the Initiatory Degree, the First, Second, and Third Degrees 

were Mari McDonald and Melissa Bullerwell from Smithville I.O.O.F. Lodge #393 and candi-

dates taking the First, Second, and Third Degrees were Mike Aufdenkamp and Loy Smith from 

Gonzales I.O.O.F. Lodge #38.  

Lodge was opened at 10:30am and the Initiatory Degree was given. The meeting adjourned 

for a delicious barbecue lunch hosted by Gonzales Lodge #38. After lunch, the First, Second, 

and Third Degrees were given to the candidates.  

Members from Gonzales #38 participating in the Degree Work were: Larry Mercer (DDGM), Jo 

Ann Mercer, Nathan Neuse (NG), Barry Boothe (Lodge Deputy), and Darrell Catchings. Mem-

bers from Smithville #393 participating in Degree Work were John Creamer, Mary Jo Creamer, 

and Yvonne DeLuca.  

Many thanks to Gonzales #38 for hosting this rally.  
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Odd Fellows & Rebekahs Pilgrimage for Youth 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: JANUARY 26, 2026 

Please submit $2,100 non-refundable delegate fee along 

with the completed application by January 26, 2026. For 

more information, please visit ioofpilgrimageforyouth.com. 

YOUTH TOUR DATES: July 17—30, 2026 

Tour will begin and end in Philadelphia.  

All applications and fees should be forwarded to Grand Lodge 

I.O.O.F. of Texas, 3440 W. Second Avenue, Corsicana, TX. 75110.  

For delegate general information, please visit  

ioofpilgrimageforyouth.com or send an email to  

pilgrimage@ioofpilgrimageforyouth.com. For fundraising ideas, 

please email Terry Adams, Jurisdictional Chairperson for Texas, at  

terrydadams02@gmail.com for assistance.  

Garland Lodge No. 304 

Pictured L to R: John Beaber (Lodge Secretary), 

Chance Ables, James Freeland (Noble Grand), Chris 

Lambert (Vice Grand), Peggy Smith, Terry McElligott 

(Grand Master), and Grady Smith  (Past Grand Mas-

ter, seated) 

Pictured L to R: John Beaber, Chance Ables, James 

Freeland, Chris Lambert, Chris Smith, Terry McElli-

gott, and Grady Smith (seated)  
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Pictured L to R: Jan Wilson, Bill McElroy, and Mack Newman 

Guests and residents of the Annual Pilgrimage enjoyed a won-

derful meal and lots of visiting and enjoyable conversations at 

the Pilgrimage on September 14, 2025.  

Grand Master Terrence McElligott and Rebekah Assembly 

President Christina Jones-Hollaway welcomed everyone and 

spoke to the group. Everyone enjoyed a presentation from the 

Creature Teacher as entertainment for the day.  

Pictured L to R: Micki Jones-Hollaway, 

Director Levonne Cannaday, and Rebekah 

Assembly President Christina Jones-

Hollaway 
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Carol Slowik and Shirley Malone 

Ann Clagett and Martha Schlottman 

Pictured L to R: Patsy Goss, Iva DeSmidt, and Bartine 

Dickerson 

Pictured L to R: Kathy Dlabaj, Joan Fraticelli, and Donna Miller 

77th Annual  
Home Pilgrimage  
September 14, 2025 
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Congratulations to the 
I.O.O.F. Retirement Home in 
Ennis, TX, for being named 
the Best Retirement Home in 
Ennis’ 2025 Best of the Best 
Winners; also congratula-
tions to two residents, Carol 
Slowik and Ray Parrish 
(pictured here), as well as 
Cheryl Baldridge, an em-
ployee at the Retirement 
Home, for being the 2025 
Contest Winners!  
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Residents Visit the 

State Fair!  

The residents visit-

ed the State Fair 

on October 2. Eve-

ryone had a won-

derful time, espe-

cially at The Petting 

Zoo!  
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Ennis Garden 
Club Visits  
Residents 

PICTURES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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Ennis Garden Club decorated and delivered pumpkins to the residents for the 

fall season.  

Pictured: Ennis Garden Club Members: Penny, Donna, and JoAnn.  

Residents: Patsy Goss, Donna Miller, Martha Schlottman, Bill McElroy, Jan Wil-

son, Bruce Reiben, Iva DeSmidt, Mack Newman 

Not Pictured: Ann Clagett, Bartine Dickerson, Kathy Dlabaj, Joan Fraticelli, 

Shirley Malone, David Newman, Betty Oates, Ray Parrish, Carol Slowik 

Ennis Garden 
Club Visits  
Residents 
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Jimmy C. Humphrey 

October 2, 1942—September 25, 2025 

Jimmy Craig “Jay Sea”/”DeDe” Humphrey, 82, surrounded by those he loved, peacefully passed away on September 

25, 2025, in Savannah, Georgia, the city where he was born and spent most of his life. Born on October 2, 1942, in 

Savannah, Jimmy lived a life marked by service, faith, and deep devotion to his family and community. He dedicated 

over three decades (1969-1999) to the Savannah Fire Department, rising through the ranks to become a respected 

captain. His commitment to protecting others never wavered, and even after retirement, he remained connected 

with his fellow firefighters—gathering often for breakfasts and lunches that kept their bond strong.  

Jimmy’s life was deeply rooted in faith. Since 1963, he had been a faithful member of Calvary Baptist Temple. There 

he served as Chairman of the Deacons and as a member of the deacon body. He also served as a Sunday School de-

partment director and teacher at Rivers Edge for twenty years and lent his voice to the church choir. His unwavering 

belief in Jesus Christ as his Savior guided every aspect of his life. Those who knew him take great comfort in know-

ing that he is now rejoicing in Heaven—healed and whole—praising Jesus with the angels. In addition to his spiritual 

leadership at Calvary Baptist Temple, Jimmy was an active member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows begin-

ning in 1971. His dedication to this international fraternal organization culminated in his service as Sovereign Grand 

Master (2013-2014). In this role he traveled extensively throughout the United States, Canada, and Europe on be-

half of the Sovereign Grand Lodge. Along the way, he forged friendships and left a lasting impact on all of those he 

met.  

Jimmy’s love for travel extended beyond his fraternal duties. He especially cherished time spent exploring new plac-

es with his family. Among his most treasured memories involved two cross-country camping trips taken with family 

including his grandchildren—adventures filled with laughter and discovery that became beloved family lore.  

He is survived by Joyce Humphrey, his devoted wife of 63 years; their daughter Monica; their son Edward (Cindy); 

grandson Taylor McMasters; granddaughter Brooke Humphrey; brothers Johnny Humphrey (Anne), Jerry Humphrey 

(Jenny), and Richard Henderson (Kim); Cindy’s mother Libby Page; as well as numerous nieces and nephews and 

cousins who held a special place in his heart.  

Jimmy was preceded in death by his mother Ludelia Dowdy Humphrey Henderson and stepfather Richard Hender-

son, Sr. Their memories were precious to him throughout his life. Those who knew Jimmy will remember him for his 

warmth. humor, and boundless generosity. He never met a stranger and had the uncanny ability to make everyone 

feel welcome. Whether it was sharing stories over coffee or offering encouragement during difficult times, Jimmy’s 

presence brought comfort and joy.  

He loved deeply—his family, friends, fellow firefighters, lodge brothers—and found happiness in simple pleasures: a 

good pair of Birkenstocks or a Dairy Queen Mint Chocolate Chip Blizzard could always bring a smile to his face.  

Jimmy leaves behind a legacy of faith and love that will continue to inspire all who knew him. Though our hearts are 

heavy with loss, we rejoice knowing that he is now at peace in God’s eternal embrace. May his memory be a bless-

ing and bring comfort to all who mourn him today—and may we honor him by living with the same kindness,, 

strength, and unwavering faith that defined his remarkable life. A Visitation was held at 10AM followed by a Cele-

bration of Life Service at 11AM on October 4, 2025, at Calvary Baptist Temple in Savannah, Georgia. 
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Betty Arlene Masters 

January 23, 1936—October 3, 2025 

Betty Arlene Masters passed away Friday, October 3, 2025, at the age of 89. Betty was born January 23, 

1936, in Bristow, Oklahoma, to Cora Mae Hopkins Ford and Wendell Franklin Ford.  

She was married to Robert Lee Masters January 28, 1954. They were happily married until Bob’s passing 

April 25, 2012. Bob and Betty loved their immediate and extended family very much and for many years 

hosted reunions at their home in Bristow where that love was felt.  

Betty was a proud long-standing member of the Rebekah Lodge. She joined in 1968 and held many offices 

in her tenure with the organization including president.  

Betty leaves behind her sons Steve Masters, wife Suzann, Bill Masters, wife Redonna, Roger Masters, wife 

Cochise along with five grandchildren, Erica, Anna, Tashina, Kalenna, and Sam—and five great-

grandchildren.  

In lieu of flowers Betty asked you to make a donation to St. Jude’s or your favorite charity.  

Memorial Service was held on October 25, 2025, at 1PM at Hutchins-Maples Matherly Funeral Home in 

Bristow, Oklahoma.  
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DATE EVENT WHEN WHERE 

NOVEMBER    

11/01/25 Grand Encampment & Dept. Council of TX Annual Session 9am Corsicana #63 Lodge Hall, Corsicana TX 

11/02/25 Athens Fish Fry 11am Athens Lodge Hall, Athens, TX 

11/07/25 Grand Lodge Executive Committee Meeting 1pm Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

11/08/25 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

11/08/25 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

11/09/25 Fall Dinner 11am Balch Springs Lodge, Balch Springs, TX 

11/15/25 Deadline to Submit Legislation to Grand Lodge Office   

11/25/25 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions welcome. 

11/27/25 Happy Thanksgiving  Grand Lodge Office Closed 11/27-30. 

DECEMBER    

12/13/25 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg 

12/13/25 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

12/14/25 Grand Master’s & President’s Christmas Party for Residents  Retirement Center, Ennis, TX 

12/25/25 Merry Christmas   

12/25/25 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 
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