
TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS-MAY 2026-1 

   

 

San Antonio Lodge No. 11 — New Lodge Instituted 

On April 11, 2026, San Antonio Lodge No. 11 was instituted. Congratulations to 

this new lodge and to all the members in attendance! Pictures continued on 

page 4. 
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In Friendship, Love, & Truth 

Jason Ottwell 

Grand Master 

Jason Ottwell 

Dear Brothers & Sisters,  

There are moments in the history of our great Jurisdiction that feel less 

like business and more like a sacred homecoming. This past week, un-

der the wide and watching Texas sky, we witnessed such a moment—

the Institution of San Antonio Odd Fellow Lodge No 11. To stand 

alongside such honorable souls and breathe life back into this historic 

pillar of our fraternity was nothing short of a divine blessing. 

Breathing Life into Legend 

The air was thick with reverence as we gathered to reclaim a piece of our heritage. This was not 

merely the opening of a new door, but the reopening of a chapter that has waited patiently to be 

rewritten. San Antonio No. 11 is revitalized as a lodge with roots that run deep into the soil of Tex-

as history, now blossoming once more with the promise of a powerful, living future.  

I wish to extend my deepest, most heartfelt gratitude to the distinguished officers who assisted in 

this historic labor: Deputy Grand Master Karen June Bays, Grand Warden Brian Dodson, Jun-

ior Past Grand Master Terry McElligott, Past Sovereign Grand Master Danny Wood.  

 

Your presence and dedication ensured that the institution of this lodge was conducted with the 

dignity and grace it so rightly deserved. To have been a part of restoring such a legendary institu-

tion to our rolls is a memory I shall cherish until the final fall of the gavel.  

New Leadership 

The highlight of our gathering was the installation of the newly elected officers—the guardians who 

will tend to this revived flame. It was a profound joy to witness these individuals take up their 

charges:  

• Noble Grand Ron Havens 

• Vice Grand Anthony Harris 

• Secretary Chase Parsons 

• Treasurer Cheryl Even 

• Chaplain Robert Madison 

• Warden Joseph Helminiak 

• Conductor Greg Gillenwaters 

• Inside Guardian Charlie Key 

• Outside Guardian Vince Pierce 
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James Curtis 

 

Brothers and Sisters, 

Our Sovereign Grand Lodge Session is going to be here before we 

know it. Terry Adams, Peggy Idom, Garry Bolch, Dan Reynolds, 

Charlie Stephenson, and I met with the Directors of the Embassy 

Suites in Frisco on Friday, April 24th and got a lot of our business 

taken care of. I think Sovereign Grand Secretary Terry Barrett should  

have all the information he needs to assign the meeting rooms for all 

committee meetings. 

The annual reunion of the Hi Kids met this past weekend here at the Grand Lodge Office. I am 

sorry that I was not here for the picnic as I always enjoy being with them.  

We were really shorthanded for our W. & O. Homes Board meeting this past month due to a lot 

of our members being in San Antonio getting the new lodge up and running. That was a great 

occasion, and we are all proud for San Antonio Lodge No.11. If your lodge has not yet made a 

donation to them, and if your lodge can afford to do so, then send your donation to this office 

and we will see that they receive it. We may get a new lodge in Georgetown later this year. We 

hope so.  

I would like to ask our members to keep Grand Master Jason Ottwell in your prayers as he will 

be traveling to Washington, D.C. to lay the wreath at the Tomb of the Unknowns on May 3rd.  

Athens Lodge will have their semiannual Fish Fry on May 3rd starting at 11:00 a.m. and lasting 

until 2:00 p.m. or until we run out of food. If you are in the neighborhood, please drop by and 

help us out with our scholarship drive. The cost is $15.00 for a full meal, including desserts and 

tea. 

In FLT, 

James Curtis 

Grand Secretary 

Grand Instructor 
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San Antonio Lodge No. 11 Institution Pictures 

Pictured: Anthony Harris, Brian Dodson, Charlie Key, 

Cheryl Even, Vince Pierce, Ron Havens, Robert 

Madison, Joseph Helminiak 
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A Call to “Educate the Orphan” 

In the quiet corners of our hearts, we carry a 

sacred charge: to “Educate the Orphan.” 

While the words themselves are ancient, the 

ways in which we honor them are limited 

only by our imagination. It is with a spirit of 

immense joy that I share a recent endeavor 

by the members of Plano Lodge No. 114, 

who turned a creative spark into a beacon 

of light for local families.  

Tending the Roots of Family 

In McKinney, Texas, exists a child sanctu-

ary known as Embrace Texas.  

This remarkable organization serves as a lifeline for foster and adoptive families, at-risk chil-

dren, and those navigating the journey of kinship care. Each year, Embrace hosts a cherished 

family campout—a time for bonding under the canopy of the great outdoors and weaving memo-

ries that will last a lifetime.  

Seeking to support the mission, the members of Plano Lodge No. 114 asked themselves how 

we might best serve these resilient families while staying true to our fraternal calling.  

Tool for Discovery 

The answer was found in the gift of knowledge, The Lodge partnered with Quick Reference 

Publishing, an American company dedicated to creating beautiful, scientifically accurate, and—

most importantly for a campout—waterproof guides to the natural world.  

Through this collaboration, the Lodge secured a treasure trove of guides so that every single 

family attending the Embrace Texas campout will receive two windows into the wild: Freshwa-

ter Fishes of Texas; Birds of North Texas. These aren’t just pamphlets; they are invitations to 

wonder. With stunning imagery and accessible information, they empower children and parents 

alike to identify the shimmering life in our lakes and the soaring wings above our North Texas 

plains.  

A Vision for the Future 

We are profoundly grateful to Embrace Texas for allowing us to play a small part in the beautiful 

tapestry they are weaving for these children. It is our deepest hope that these guides are merely 

the first seeds planted in a long and flourishing partnership.  

An Inspiration to All 

Brothers and Sisters, I share this story to ignite a fire of inspiration to all our Lodges. Our mis-

sion is a living thing. I encourage you to look into your own communities, find the creative gaps 

where our hands can help, and live out our values in ways that are as unique as the members of 

our Order. Let us continue to find beauty in service and strength in our shared purpose.  

         Yours in F. L. & T.,  

         Jason Ottwell, Grand Master 
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Easter 
   2026 

Residents enjoyed doing Easter 

crafts 

Martha Schlottman Iva DeSmidt 

Ann Clagett Patsy Goss 

Coloring Easter eggs. 

Pictured: Martha, Patsy, & 

Ann 

Martha Schlottman 
Patsy Goss 

Ann Clagett 
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Easter 
   2026 

Easter Egg Hunt! Pictured: 

Iva DeSmidt, Ann Clagett, 

Betty Oates, Mack Newman, Mack Newman 

Easter Coloring Easter Party 

Pictured: Bruce Reiben, Bill McElroy, Martha Schlottman, Iva DeSmidt, 

Joan Fraticelli, Bartine Dickerson, Carol Slowik, Ray Parrish, Patsy 

Goss, Ann Clagett, Jan Wilson, Mack Newman 
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APRIL FOOL’S DAY! Residents 

add fun and laughter. Pictured: 

David Newman 

Ann Clagett, Patsy 

Goss, and Martha 

Schlottman — Inside 

Out!  

Residents enjoyed a trip to the Bluebonnet Trails! 

Pictured: Cheryl Baldridge, Martha Schlottman, 

Kathy Dlabaj, Iva DeSmidt 

Pictured: Shirley Malone, Brenda Blaylock, Patsy Goss, Mack 

Newman, Ann Clagett 
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Bluebonnet Trails in Ennis, TX 

Summit Windows treats residents and 

staff with a donut wall!  
Betty Oates 

Ray Parrish 

Patsy Goss 
Shirley Malone 

Mack Newman 
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Banana Splits on National 

Banana Day!  

Pictured: Martha Schlottman, Jan 

Wilson, Ann Clagett, Donna Miller 

Pictured: Kathy Dlabaj, Shirley 

Malone, Carol Slowik, Patsy Goss, Iva 

DeSmidt, Cheryl Knavel, Brook & 

Blair, Bartine Dickerson, Donna Miller, 

Ann Clagett, Martha Schlottman 

Assisting Hands provides fall prevention 

information and an ice cream taste test! 

Pictured: Iva DeSmidt, Danika Rodgers, Donna Miller, Shirley 

Malone, Cheryl Baldridge, Patsy Goss, Jan Williams, Martha 

Schlottman, Mack Newman, Sylvia Parra, Brenda Blaylock 
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Dallas Odd Fellows #44 Opens Community Free Pantry 

Dallas Odd Fellows Lodge #44 is proud to 

announce the installation of a new Free 

Community Pantry, now available to serve 

neighbors in need. Located just outside the 

lodge at 1808 S. Hampton Road—

conveniently across from DART’s Hampton 

Station—the pantry offers easy access to 

basic food items and essential supplies for 

anyone who may need a helping hand.  

This project reflects the heart of Odd Fel-

lowship: caring for our communities in prac-

tical, meaningful ways. Whether someone is 

facing a temporary hardship or simply 

needs a few items to get through the week, 

the pantry stands as a quiet but powerful 

symbol of compassion and mutual aid.  

The initiative was the brainchild of Laura 

Neitzel, Past Grand and current District 

Deputy Grand Master, whose vision and 

dedication brought this idea to life. Through 

her leadership and the support of lodge 

members, what began as a simple concept 

has become a tangible resource for the sur-

rounding neighborhood.  

We invite the community to both utilize and 

support the pantry. Donations of non-

perishable food items, hygiene products, 

and other essentials are always welcome. 

Together, we can ensure that this small 

structure continues to make a big differ-

ence.  

In Friendship, Love, and Truth,  

Dallas Odd Fellows Lodge #44 
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Houston Heights #225 Group Picnic 

Houston Heights Lodge No. 225 had a 

group picnic at Woodland Park in Hou-

ston. The lodge had about 21 brothers 

and sisters show up for hamburgers, 

hotdogs, and Odd Fellowship.  
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DATE EVENT WHEN WHERE 

MAY    

05/02/26 Houston Heights #225 Rummage Sale  9am-1pm Houston Heights Lodge Hall, 115 E 14th St, Houston, TX 77008 

05/03/26 Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown  Arlington, VA 

05/03/26 Athens Fish Fry 11am Athens Lodge Hall, 1301 Cayuga, Athens, TX 75751 

05/09/26 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

05/09/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

05/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

JUNE    

06/5-7/26 53rd Canadian War Memorial Weekend  Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

06/13/26 Grand Lodge Executive Committee Meeting 2pm Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

06/13/26 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

06/13/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees  Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

06/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

JULY    

07/27/26 SGL Session Registration Deadline  Mail  forms to Grand Lodge Office, 3440 W. Second Avenue 
Corsicana, TX 75110 
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