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Greater Houston #6 Degree Rally 

Greater Houston #6 held a Degree Rally at the 

San Antonio Scottish Rite Cathedral in San An-

tonio on January 31st. The following Brothers 

went through the Initiatory, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 

Degrees: 

Greg Gillenwaters, Anthony Harris, Kristopher 

Ryan Hatfield, Roland G. Havens, Joseph Hel-

miniar, Charles Alan Kee, Anthony Kimball, 

Robert C. Madison, Chase C. Parsons, Vincent 

Dominick Pierce, David G. Ryan, and Max 

Charleswell (2nd and 3rd Degrees).  

The Degree Team consisted of: Brian Dodson, 

Daniel McGettrick, John Elkinton, Trinidad Ma-

gana, Bruce Smith, Guadalupe Sandoval, Troy 

Chapman, Benny Hernandez, Colin Haile, and 

PGM John Woolsey, Jr.  

 

This Degree Rally was done in order to pro-

ceed as soon as possible with reconstitution of 

the historical San Antonio No. 11, the lodge 

originally founded in 1849, and that which built 

the historic Crockett Hotel as its temple in 

1927, thereby showing that Odd Fellowship is 

alive and well in Texas! This was a return of 

the favor through the generations, because 

San Antonio No. 11 met in the top floor pent-

house of that hotel (directly behind the Alamo), 

and once allowed Freemasons of the Scottish 

Rite to meet there as well, along with guests, 

during their cathedral’s construction.  

Afterwards, some of the new brethren and 

some of the degree team reconvened at the 

Crockett Hotel (only 2 blocks from the Scottish 

Rite) for lunch to toast this historic occasion.  



2-MARCH 2026-TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS 

   

Terry McElligott    

In Friendship, Love, & Truth 

Terry McElligott 

Grand Master 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

It’s the end of February. I hope your Superbowl bets paid off, your par-

ties were fun and no one was hurt in the ice storm.  

In less than a month, Grand Lodge will convene to elect your new 

Grand Master. Like many before me, I will be happy to pass the gavel. 

Please attend at least part of the Session. Any organization that relies 

on the same handful of people is in trouble. Even if you come for half a day, you are connecting 

separate lodges into our Fellowship.  

So, the saying starts, “it’s been real, it’s been real fun”. Being 2-3 hours from every meeting has 

been real. Why is everyone on 635 whenever I have a meeting on the other side of Dallas? It’s 

been fun, it really has. Odd Fellows are good people to be around. Maybe because the Grand 

Master is here, we’re on our best behavior? I don’t see that. I saw good people doing great work 

with a great attitude. Helping others brings out the best in us. It’s hard to frown when you’re put-

ting a smile on the faces around you. So, for me, completion of the saying is my year “has been 

real fun.”  

So many people have helped me this year I cannot begin to list you all. That is supposed to ex-

cuse my total inability to remember names. That said, I would be ashamed not to acknowledge a 

select few. The President of the Rebekah Assembly is a valuable partner to the Grand Master. 

Thank you to Christina for working together with me. The Past Grand Master is a wonderful re-

source. Thank you Charlie for answering every call. The person trying to be inconspicuous in 

every meeting is invaluable. Thank you Nancy. I wouldn’t be here without the support and en-

couragement of the woman I love. Thank you Vivian. Remember, to be an Odd Fellow is to build 

a better world.  

Grand Master’s Project— Please consider supporting the Grand Master’s project, Living Water 

International, which provides access to clean, safe water to families & communities around the 

world. For more information, please visit water.cc. Thank you for your donations & support!  
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James Curtis 

Brothers and Sisters, 

It is with a sad heart I write my letter this month. I lost a very dear 

friend in Evelyn Smith this month and will miss her deeply. Robin, I 

am so sorry for the loss of your mother. I ask that everyone keep 

Robin in your prayers. Evelyn was one of the sweetest persons you 

will ever meet. 

Friday, the 27th, Christy, Nancy, and I will be meeting with the Grand Lodge Finance Committee 

to work up a budget for the 2026-2027 term. The budget for this coming year is a proposed 

budget as we don’t have a clue what we will need to make out the year and that is why we must 

have another meeting in September with the Finance Committee. 

I would like to take this time to wish Brother Ray Parrish a Happy Birthday as Ray turned 95 on 

February 26th! Our very own Nancy Chew has a birthday on February 27th.  

Registration is coming in very slowly for our Sovereign Grand Lodge Session to be held in 

Frisco, Texas, in August. Does anyone out there know of a shuttle company that will transport 

members from the airport to the Embassy Suites in Frisco or know how we can get it handled? If 

so, would you please give me a call.  

We still have some lodges that have not gotten their reports in, so if your lodge is one of them, 

you need to get this taken care of real quick.  

I will close for now and hope to see you at the Grand Lodge Session. 

In FLT, 

James Curtis 

Grand Secretary 

Grand Instructor 
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Valentine’s Day 2026 

Ennis Garden Club passed out Valentines to all 

residents. Pictured: Pat Warren, Patsy Goss, Joann 

Markham, Martha Schlottman 

A fun trip to Russell Stovers for Valentine’s Day. 

Pictured: Ray Parrish, Kathy Dlabaj, Shirley 

Malone, Bartine Dickerson 

Residents enjoyed Valetine’s crafts. 

Pictured: Ann Clagett, Patsy Goss, and 

Martha Schlottman 
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Valentine’s Day 2026 

A visit from the Valentine! Pictured: Cheryl Baldridge, 

Levonne Cannaday, Ann Clagett, Rosanna, Martha 

Schlottman, Patsy Goss 

Coloring the Valentine’s banner brought by 

Bristol Hospice. Pictured: Brenda Blaylock, 

Patsy Goss, Ann Clagett, Rosanna, Martha 

Schlottman, Cheryl Baldridge 

Snack table for Superbowl Sunday!  
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Mardi Gras 2026 

Mardi Gras fun with Bristol Hospice! 
Martha Schlottman 

Ann Clagett 

Olympics catch residents’ eye! Pictured: Martha 

Schlottman, Patsy Goss, Ann Clagett 
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Crispin Green 
August 10, 1938—August 16, 2025 

Crispin Green, 87, of Muleshoe, Texas, passed away Saturday, August 16, 2025, at his home. 
Memorial services were held Saturday, September 13, 2025, at Trinity Church in Muleshoe.  

Crispin was born August 10, 1938, in Clovis, New Mexico, to Lusky and Ruby (Smith) Green. He 
married June Beth Thompson on March 8, 1975, in Littlefield, Texas, and together they shared 
over 49 years of marriage.  

A proud veteran, Crispin served in the United States Navy from 1956 to 1960 and was involved 
in the China Campaign in 1957. He was a lifelong truckdriver with the last 28 years driving for 
Walmart. He was a longtime member of the VFW and American Legion in Muleshoe and a mem-
ber of Trinity Church. He was also a Veteran Life Member of the Independent Order of Odd Fel-
lows.  

Crispin enjoyed fishing and farming alongside his dad. In later years, Crispin spent time taking 
care of his mom and searching for material so she could piece together quilts. Also, one of his 
greatest joys was spending time with his great-grandson. Known for his honesty and truthful-
ness, he was a devoted husband, a loving son, loving dad, and a loyal friend.  

He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife, June Green, his daughter, Lola Jones, his 
brother, Tommy Green, and his sister, Bertha Stockman.  

Survivors include his son, Monty Jones and wife Cheryl of El Paso, two daughters, Dorena 
Proudfoot and husband Mike of Sweetwater and Tammy Jones of Lubbock, one brother, 
Charles Green and wife Gale of Midland, and a sister, Norene Pearson and husband J.C. of 
Muleshoe. He was blessed with eight grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren, 17 great-great-
grandchildren, and a host of nieces and nephews.  
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Sterling Edwin Newcomb, Jr. 
March 17, 1948—January 13, 2026 

 Sterling Edwin Newcomb, Jr., 77, of Greenville, Texas, passed away on January 13, 2026, after a 
hard-fought battle with leukemia.  

Sterling was born in Phillips, Texas, a small town in the Panhandle, where he developed friend-
ships that lasted long after the town itself ceased to exist. It was in Phillips that he met his high 
school sweetheart, Karen, to whom he was married for more than 56 years.  

Sterling received a law degree from Baylor University in 1971, after which he and Karen settled 
in Greenville, where Sterling practiced law for over five decades. He was highly respected by 
both his colleagues and his legal adversaries. Outside the courtroom, Sterling loved nothing 
more than to ‘hold court’ with his friends and family, often regaling them with stories of his be-
loved outdoor endeavors—hunting, fishing, and golfing. The jury’s still out as to whether or not 
he may have, on occasion, embellished some details. Sterling was also a Veteran Life Member of 
Fred Ende Lodge No. 87, Independent Order of Odd Fellows.  

As intimidating as he could be in a courtroom, at home he was a kind, funny, and generous soul, 
who touched many lives. His presence will be greatly missed by his wife Karen, his son Trey 
(Joanna), grandchildren Liam and Lexie, sister-in-law Nikki (Mike), half-brothers Jerry and Bob-
by, and many nieces, nephews, cousins, and dear friends.  

A celebration of life was held February 7, 2026, at Coker-Mathews Funeral Home Chapel.  

James Hulen 
November 1, 1943—February 6, 2026 

Funeral services for James Hulen, age 82, of Sulphur Springs, Texas, were held on February 11, 
2026, at First Baptist Church. Mr. Hulen passed away at AVIR in Grand Saline, Texas, on February 
6, 2026.  

James Hulen was born on November 1, 1943, in Deport, Texas, to Marion P. and Allene (Loven) Hu-
len. James married Patricia “Pat” (Meier) Hulen on July 28, 2000, in Sulphur Springs, Texas. 
James worked as a successful self-employed photographer for over fifty years as well as co-
owned Deport Hardware and Lumber. He was deeply involved in both his local communities, as 
well as in his hometown of Deport, Texas. He was a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fel-
lows (I.O.O.F.) — Commerce Lodge No. 234 and held several offices within the Order including 
District Deputy and Noble Grand for two years. He also served on the planning committee of the 
Grand Lodge of Texas. He was an Ambassador for the Chamber of Commerce in Sulphur Springs, 
Texas, as well as active in the Kiwanis Club and Professional Photographers of America since 
1964. James was a volunteer firefighter for over twenty-eight years. During his life, he won many 
awards for his creativity and for his service to the community. James won the Martin Luther King 
Award twice in Sulphur Springs, Texas, and he was awarded the Ambassador of the Year of Sul-
phur Springs, Texas. He also won a Photograph Award and his picture was on display in Las Ve-
gas, Nevada, for an entire year. He was a proud member of First Baptist Church for over fifty 
years.  
James is survived by his sisters-in-law, Kathy (Meier) Cope and Linda (Johnson) Meier; brother-in
-law, Robert Meier and his wife, Dian; stepdaughters, Julia Wilhite and her husband, Cory, and 
Rosa Blake and her husband, Kirt. He was preceded in death by his wife, Patricia “Pat” Hulen, and 
his parents, Marion and Allene Hulen.  
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Evelyn “Oma” Smith 
October 13, 1932—February 16, 2026 

Evelyn Joyce Smith passed away at the age of 93, leaving behind a legacy of devotion, accom-
plishment, and kindness that touched the lives of many. Her journey began with her graduation 
from Jefferson High School in May 1949, where she was a proud member of the Jefferson Lasso 
Dance team. Evelyn’s spirit and determination were evident from her early days, setting the 
foundation for a lifetime of meaningful contributions.  

After school, Evelyn embarked on a distinguished 31-year career at Southwestern Bell, where 
she worked diligently and was a proud member of CWA Local 6143. Her commitment extended 
to 17 years at Ruidoso Racetrack, where her dedication was appreciated by colleagues and pa-
trons alike.  

Evelyn’s love for her community shone through her volunteer work. She served as an usher at 
Woodlawn Theatre during the vibrant 1960s, including the memorable Alamo premiere with 
John Wayne. Her remarkable efforts with the San Antonio Livestock and Rodeo Raffle Commit-
tee led to the sale of half a million tickets, and her participation in the Silent Auction and Calf 
Scramble further demonstrated her dedication. Evelyn also gave her time to the Medina Food 
Pantry, Ronald McDonald House, the Juvenile Diabetes Walk, and Fiesta, always striving to uplift 
those around her.  

As an active member of Zion Lutheran Church, Evelyn enriched her faith community with her 
presence and support. She contributed to organizations such as SYLD, SISDEF, Birdies 4 Charity, 
ACT and Pioneer Luncheons, and the Leukemia Society, embodying the spirit of service and 
generosity.  

Evelyn’s legacy is one of compassion, resilience, and unwavering commitment to family, 
friends, and the broader community. Her memory will live on in the hearts of all who knew her, 
inspiring future generations to follow her example of service and integrity.  

Evelyn is preceded in death by her parents Ernest and Mary Tezel, husband Morris “Smitty” Lee 
Smith, lovingly known as Opa, and siblings Ina Mae Tezel and Dorothy Sims.  

She is survived by her daughter Robin Cloberdants, Rebekah Assembly of Texas Past President, 
and adopted daughter Susie Pool, grandchildren Joshua Bradley (Amber) and Chance Routh, 
greatgrandchildren Christian Bradley, Wyatt Routh, Walker Routh and Lorelai Bradley, along 
with numerous nieces and nephews.  

A visitation was held February 23, 2026, at the Hurley Funeral Home Chapel. Funeral services 
were held February 24, 2026, at the Zion Lutheran Church in Castroville, Texas.  



TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS-MARCH 2026-23 

   

DATE EVENT WHEN WHERE 

MARCH    

03/06/26 GL Session Registration Deadline  Send forms & payment to GL Office, 3440 W. Second Ave., 
Corsicana, TX 

03/14-17/26 Grand Lodge Session  I.O.O.F. Event Center, Corsicana, TX 

03/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

APRIL    

04/10/26 Grand Lodge Executive Committee Meeting 1pm Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

04/11/26 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

04/11/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

04/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

04/26/26 Annual I.O.O.F. Ex—Students Hi-Kids Homecoming 9am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 
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