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On May 3, 2026, leadership from Texas had 

the privilege to participate in the Wreath Lay-

ing at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at 

Arlington National Cemetery. The Grand 

Lodge of Texas is honored to have the oppor-

tunity to participate in this ceremony which 

honors unidentified fallen American soldiers. 

Pictured Left: Charlie Stephenson representing the 

Department Council, Jason Ottwell, Grand Master, 

representing the Grand Lodge of Texas, and Renaud 

Cager representing the Grand Encampment. 

Pictured Below: Arlene Martin, President, representing 

the Rebekah Assembly of Texas with Charlie, Re-

naud, and Jason.   

Pictures and article continued on page 3. 
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In Friendship, Love, & Truth 

Jason Ottwell 

Grand Master 

In FLT, 

James Curtis 

Grand Secretary 

Grand Instructor 

Jason Ottwell 

Greetings,  

Summer is the prime season for community connection. Whether it’s setting up an 

informational booth at a local hometown festival, sponsoring a youth sports team, 

participating in an Independence Day parade, or organizing a park cleanup, these 

public events are the perfect canvas for our principles. When we engage with our 

neighbors where they already gather, we do two vital things:  

We give back directly to the community that supports us and we share our story with 

a new generation of potential members who are looking for purpose, community, and  

and genuine connection.  

Our historic mandates to “visit the sick, relieve the distressed, bury the dead, and educate the orphan” shine brightest 

when we actively demonstrate our commitment to the public good in the open air of our local communities.  

Let’s Make It a Season of Action 

I encourage every Noble Grand and Vice Grand to dedicate time in your upcoming meetings to look at the local sum-

mer calendar. Find one or two community events happening in your area over the next three months and ask: “How 

can our lodge be a part of this?”  

It doesn’t require a massive budget to make a meaningful impact. A simple water-station booth at a local 5K run, a 

canopy at a farmers’ market, or a group of members volunteering together at a local food bank distribution center can 

speak volumes about who we are.  

Let’s use this warm summer season to cultivate new friendships, spread goodwill, and remind our neighbors that the 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows is a living, breathing force for good right in their backyard.  

Brothers and Sisters, 

It is time to put out another newsletter for the paper.  

It is on a sad note that I report about our Past Grand Master, Grady Smith, who is in the hospi-

tal in Rockwall. Grady has septic and lung infection with a U.T.I. and is not doing very well at 

this time. I would like to ask for prayers for Grady and Peggy as they need them at this time. 

This past month, Past Grand Master Frank Ford and I had the pleasure of going to New Bos-

ton to visit with Past Grand Master Jackie Laney and his lovely wife, Sonya, and we took them  

out to lunch. While at the restaurant, we presented Brother Jackie with a plaque honoring his many years of service 

on the Grand Lodge Board of Trustees. The Board had voted to present him this honor and allowed me to present it 

to him, which I was proud to do.  

Brothers and Sisters, by now you should have your semi-annual reports to fill out. Be sure and complete each spaces 

as that is what the Grand Lodge Code says you must do in order for the Grand Secretary to accept them.  

By the time you receive this paper, Memorial Day will have come and gone, so let’s all remember that day and I hope 

everyone had a safe holiday. I hope all of you enjoyed the day and thanked all who served our Country.  
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On Sunday, May 3rd 2026, the Grand Lodge of Texas 

had the distinct and deeply humbling privilege of par-

ticipating in a formal wreath-laying ceremony at the 

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National 

Cemetery.  

Standing on those sacred grounds, surrounded by the 

quiet dignity of thousands of white headstones, the 

weight of the occasion weighed heavily. The ceremo-

ny is a timeless tribute to the ultimate sacrifices made 

by unidentified American service members, heroes 

known but to God, who gave everything to defend our 

nation’s freedoms.  

Walking the Grounds 

Representing our jurisdiction, leadership took part in 

the precise, time-honored processional alongside the 

dedicated sentinels. To step forward on the stone pla-

za, carry the ceremonial wreath, and place it before 

the tomb was a profound moment that words can 

scarcely fully capture.  

As the sharp clicks of the guard’s heels echoed 

through the silence, we were reminded of the core 

principles that guide our fraternity: Friendship, Love, 

and Truth. True fraternity extends beyond our lodge 

walls; it encompasses a deep, abiding gratitude for 

those who stood in harm’s way so that we might gath-

er in peace and community today. 

“To place a wreath at the Tomb is not just an act of 

remembrance; it is a promise. A promise that we, as 

Odd Fellows, will continue to honor the virtues of ser-

vice, sacrifice, and duty in our own communities.”  

We extend our deepest gratitude to the members, 

family, and friends who traveled to witness this histor-

ic moment or supported it from afar. It is through 

these shared moments of solemn reverence that the 

fabric of our fraternity is strengthened, ensuring that 

the legacies of the brave are never forgotten. 

     

    Yours in F.L. & T.,  
                          Jason Ottwell 

     Grand Master 
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Frank Ford and James Curtis 

presenting a plaque to Jackie 

Laney 

Jackie Laney & his wife Sonya 

Congratulations to Past Grand Master Jackie Laney, who was presented with an 

Award of Honor for his many years of service on the W. & O. Homes Board & 

Grand Lodge Board of Trustees. Past Grand Master Frank Ford and Grand Sec-

retary James Curtis (pictured above) met with Jackie and his wife, Sonya, at a 

restaurant to present Jackie with the plaque.  

Pictured: Torrance Baker (Denton 

#82), Past President Barbara Curtis, 

PGM Frank Ford, Past President Loret-

ta Vernon, & Rena Healy 

PGM Darren Findlay, PGM Con-

nie Baker (Denton #82), & Billy 

Eggleston (Denton #82) 

Pictured: Horace Ransome & 

Pam Allen 

Everyone had a great time at the Athens Fish Fry on May 3rd! The Fish Fry benefits 

the Athens Scholarship Fund; the scholarships are awarded to high school gradu-

ates in the area. Thank you to everyone for your support!  
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Bristol Hospice sponsored a 

fishing day and lunch for sen-

iors! Ray Parrish and Shirley 

Malone had a wonderful time 

and enjoyed the afternoon!  



6-JUNE 2026-TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS 

   

Rosanna with Bristol Hospice hon-

ored the Veteran residents, including 

the veterans’ family members, and 

veterans’ friends who served. Thank 

you for your service and we remem-

ber our fallen heroes.  

Bristol Hospice provided a banner for Memorial Day. 

Pictured: Martha Schlottman, Rosanna, Ann Clagett, 

Patsy Goss. Not Pictured: Shirley Malone 
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It was deeply moving to see so many cherished ex-students, descendants, and friends gather once again to honor 

the lives and legacies of those who called the Odd Fellows and Rebekahs Children’s Home their own.  

Your presence this year served as a powerful testament to the enduring bonds that tie us together—a vibrant 

thread that remains woven through the history of this remarkable institution.  

A Community of Memory 

We extend our deepest gratitude to everyone who joined us. Whether you are a familiar face returning after many 

decades or a member of the newer generation connecting with your family’s roots, your presence enriched the oc-

casion immeasurably.  

• The Stories: Laughter and recollections shared over coffee.  

•  The Reflection: Quiet moments honoring those no longer with us.  

• The Legacy: A reaffirmed sense of community that transcends time.  

More Than a Building 

The Children’s Home was always more than just bricks and mortar; it was a haven, a community, and for many, a 

true family. The alumni who built successful lives from the values instilled here, the dedicated staff who nurtured 

them, and wider network of Odd Fellows and Rebekahs who supported the mission—all are integral parts of our 

shared narrative.  

Thank you to everyone who attended this year’s service. Your support strengthens our commitment to preserving 

our rich history. The bonds we share are a testament to the enduring power of community, and we are deeply 

grateful for each and every one of you.  
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Pictured: Larry Mercer of Gonzales Lodge No. 38 & Gonzales 

Boy Scout Troop 262 

Pictured: Nicholas Brumme explaining Missing Man Table 

items with Larry Mercer and Troop 262 Boy Scouts 

On May 16, 2026, Gonzales Mayor Isaac Anzal-

dua & his wife presented Larry Mercer (Gonzales 

Lodge No. 38) a custom-made flag in honor of 

his years of work to make the Gonzales Veter-

ans Memorial Park a reality. The flag shows the 

Army, Marines, Air Force, Navy, Coast Guard, & 

Space Force emblems as they are the six 

branches of the military that have flags flying in 

the Park along with American, Texas, & P.O.W. 

flags. Pictured: Billie Pennington (Athens 

#961), Larry Mercer (Gonzales #38) 

and P.G.M. Troy Pennington 

(Athens #961) 
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One of the Veterans name walls in the Park. 

Anyone is welcome to purchase a brick in 

honor of any honorably discharged veteran, 

no matter where they are from, to have 

mounted into the walls of the memorial park.  

Pictured: Rena Healy & Darren Findlay. Rena re-

ceived her 25 Year Odd Fellow Veteran Badge at the 

Athens #961 Lodge Hall during the annual fish fry 

with the Noble Grand presiding over the presentation. 

Rena was the first female Odd Fellow to sign the reg-

ister, first female Noble Grand and the first female 

D.D.G.M. in Alberta, Canada. Both Rena & Darren 

are members of Athens #961. 
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Cypress Rebekah Lodge No. 22 recently completed a six-week service project, collecting socks for 

deployed soldiers through the “Warm Feet for Warriors” campaign, a program of Soldiers’ Angels, 

a San Antonio-based nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting members of the United States 

military. The lodge collected 160 pairs of socks to help provide comfort to servicemen and service-

women serving far from home. Cypress Rebekah Lodge No. 22 extends heartfelt wishes of Friend-

ship, Love, and Truth to the troops who will receive these items, along with sincere appreciation for 

their service and sacrifice.  

Sister Sabrina Knight, Noble Grand of Cypress 

Rebekah #22, is shown with Sgt. First Class 

Nunez as she delivers the collected donations 

to a Houston location of the United States Army 

National Guard. 

Sister Sabrina Knight is shown with an Army 

Reserve soldier who was at the Houston loca-

tion at the time of delivery and was excited 

and appreciative of the lodge’s involvement 

with the Warm Feet for Warriors campaign. 

James Curtis, Secretary of Athens Lodge 

No. 961, presented three scholarship 

awards in the amount of $1,000 per scholar-

ship to students from Malakoff High School. 

The scholarships went to Abigale Hurt, Abi-

gail Smith, and Makayla Dunn. All three stu-

dents will be attending Trinity Valley Com-

munity College. Congratulations and we 

wish them the best as they continue their 

educational journeys!  
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DATE EVENT WHEN WHERE 

JUNE    

06/5-7/26 53rd  Canadian War Memorial Weekend  Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

06/13/26 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

06/13/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting `11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

06/13/26 Grand Lodge Executive Committee Meeting 2pm Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

06/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

JULY    

07/11/26 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

07/11/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

07/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

07/27/26 SGL Session Registration Deadline  Mail forms to Grand Lodge Office, 3440 W. Second Avenue 
Corsicana, TX 75110 

The Houston Heights Lodge No. 225 has started having a Service 

Night on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. For the month of May, 

the lodge decorated lunch bags for the Kid’s Meals program who 

are ending childhood hunger by delivering free, healthy meals to 

the doorsteps of Greater Houston’s hungriest preschool-aged chil-

dren and through collaboration providing their families with re-

sources to help end the cycle of poverty. The Lodge is also having 

an eyeglass collection drive as well as collecting donations as part 

of Visual Research Month.  
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