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In Friendship, Love, & Truth 

Jason Ottwell 

Grand Master 

Jason Ottwell 

Brothers and Sisters, 

As we head into the dog days of summer, I would like to continue the notion of grow-

ing the Order. The passing of our beloved PGM Grady Jerald Smith reminds us we 

all owe our mortal coil, and the Order must continue to bring candidates in to contin-

ue our Order for future generations. Grady would happily sell you a raffle ticket, and 

tell you why you need to join Odd Fellowship. He will be missed by everyone that 

knew him. 

Decades ago, sociologist Robert Putnam published Bowling Alone, a book detailing 

a sharp rise in “civic disengagement.” He noted a strange trend: more people were 

bowling than ever, but they were no longer playing in leagues. They were playing individually.  

This remains the defining challenge of our modern era. People are starving for genuine connection, yet the habit of 

stepping out and committing to a community has atrophied. To engage new people today, we must understand this 

isolation and offer the antidote.  

Here are three ways to turn “lone bowlers” into engaged members: 

1. Highlight Our “Bridging Capital” 

Putnam argues that healthy communities need “bridging social capital”—spaces that bring diverse groups togeth-

er. While modern social media creates isolated echo chambers, our lodges do the opposite. We connect people 

across different generations, professions, and backgrounds. 

The Takeaway: When speaking to prospects, emphasize the rare opportunity to build deep, multi-generational friend-

ships rooted in shared values. 

2. Lower the Barrier to Entry 

In a world hesitant of long-term commitments, jumping straight into a fraternal order can feel daunting. People          

want to see value before they invest their time. 

The Takeaway: Create low-stakes entry points. Invite prospective members to a casual lodge dinner, a community 

service project, or an open house before discussing petitions. Let them experience our workflow and fellowship 

firsthand. 

3.  Be the Ultimate “Third Place” 

     A “third place” is an anchor of community life that isn’t home and isn’t work. With remote work and digital isolation       

on the rise, people are missing this sanctuary. Our lodges are uniquely positioned to fill the void. 

The Takeaway: Ensure the lodge environment feels active, welcoming, and distinct from the transactional outside 

world. It should be a physical place where people instantly feel they belong. 

The Bottom Line: The civic decline Putnam warned us about isn’t a barrier, it is our greatest opportunity. The world is 

looking for exactly what we offer. By building intentional bridges, offering low-pressure invitations, and being a true 

center for community, we can help our neighbors stop bowling alone and start building together.  
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James Curtis 

 

 

In FLT, 

James Curtis 

Grand Secretary 
Grand Instructor 

Hello to all the Brothers and Sisters of this Order.  

I was very saddened at the loss of my dear friend, Past 

Grand Master Grady Smith. I know he is no longer in pain 

and that helps me a little bit. I really enjoyed talking to 

Grady a lot these past years when he was unable to get out 

and about. Peggy, if you need anything from any of us here 

in this office, please feel free to give us a call and we’ll be 

glad to do what we can for you.  

We will be celebrating America’s 250th birthday on the 4th of July and the office will 

be closed on the 6th for the holiday. I hope everyone will have a safe 4th and will be 

able to enjoy the fireworks shows in your neighborhood. There are some really 

good looking fireworks shows these days.  

The Sovereign Grand Lodge Session is just around the corner and will be here be-

fore you know it. It has caused a lot of work on the ladies and me in getting pre-

pared for it. I want to give a big hand to Nancy, Christy, and Tamara for all they do 

here. I also want to thank our Sovereign Grand Secretary, Terry Barrett, for all his 

help and knowledge about the Session. Without his help, things would have been a 

lot harder. Also, thanks to the Committee members for all of their help in getting 

things together.  
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Residents enjoyed a day of Tie-Dye Fun! Pictured: Betty 

Oates, Rosanna, Danika Rodgers, Patsy Goss, Shirley 

Malone, Ann Clagett, Martha Schlottman 

Shirley Malone, Patsy Goss, & Ann Clagett 

Not Pictured: Carol Slowik and Jan Williams 
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More Tie-Dye Fun! Pictured: Martha Schlottman, 

Ann Clagett, Shirley Malone, & Patsy Goss 

Danika Rodgers, Rosanna, Martha 

Schlottman, Ann Clagett, Shirley 

Malone, Patsy Goss 

Anne Arnold, Iva DeSmidt, Ann Clagett, 

Shirley Malone, Patsy Goss, Rosanna, 

Danika Rodgers 

Finished Products! 

Betty Oates 

Bristol Hospice (Rosanna) donates banner for 

residents to color 

Pictured Left: Residents color 

for our USA’s 250 years!  

Brenda Blaylock, Patsy Goss, 

Martha Schlottman, Ann 

Clagett, Darla Grissom 
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May Birthdays at the Retirement Center!  

Bill McElroy, May 7 Joan Fraticelli, May 10 Iva DeSmidt, May 12 Ann Clagett, May 22 

Residents enjoyed a trip to 

Braum’s for ice cream!  

Pictured: Joan Fraticelli, Jan 

Williams, Bartine Dickerson, 

Ann Clagett, Iva DeSmidt, 

Hope, Donna Miller, Shirley 

Malone, Kathy Dlabaj, Bruce 

Reiben, Mack Newman, & 

Ray Parrish.  



TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS-JULY 2026-7 

   



8-JULY 2026-TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS 

   



TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS-JULY 2026-9 

   



10-JULY 2026-TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS 

   



TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS-JULY 2026-11 

   



12-JULY 2026-TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS 

   



TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS-JULY 2026-13 

   



14-JULY 2026-TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS 

   



TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS-JULY 2026-15 

   



16-JULY 2026-TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS 

   



TEXAS ODD FELLOW NEWS-JULY 2026-17 

   

Grady Jerald Smith 

April 27, 1947 — June 9, 2026 

Grady Jerald Smith, age 79, of Caddo Mills, Texas, passed away surrounded by loved ones after a life defined by 

devotion, leadership, and joy. Born on April 27, 1947, in Royse City to Herman Samuel Smith and Lois Ina (Hurst) 

Smith, Grady lived a life as big and bold as his personality.  

A proud graduate of Royse City High School (Class of 1966), Grady went on to earn his BBA from East Texas State 

University (now East Texas A&M University) in December 1970. That same year, he married the love of his life, Peg-

gy, on May 30th—a partnership that would span more than five decades and serve as the foundation of a loving fami-

ly. 

Grady is preceded in death by his parents, Samuel and Lois Smith; his brothers, Carl Wayne and Floyd Ray Smith; 

and his nephew, Tim Smith. He is survived by his devoted wife, Peggy; sons Chris and Lance; favorite daughter-in-

law Elizabeth; and three cherished grandchildren, Hunter, Kylie, and Colten Smith.  

Grady was the life of every room he entered—an outgoing, Type A personality with a heart full of passion for his fami-

ly and friends. He was a tireless cheerleader for his sons and attended countless games and tournaments in base-

ball, football, Tae Kwon Do, basketball, tennis, and golf. He coached their baseball teams and shared unforgettable 

adventures through the Indian Guides program. His love of travel took him to all 50 states and 22 countries across 

five continents, with favorite memories from cruises through the Baltic Sea and Mediterranean. He often said he want-

ed to show his boys the world—something he never had the chance to do as a child. 

Grady’s career in sales spanned respected companies including Xerox, NCR Corp, Storage Technology, Canon USA, 

Brother International, and Lucent Technologies. After retiring in 1996, he continued to stay busy as a real estate 

agent with Payne Real Estate. His work ethic began early—at age 8, he was fixing flats and pumping gas at his fa-

ther’s service station for 25 cents an hour. He saved every penny from that first job to open his first bank account that 

same year. 

His commitment to community and leadership began during his high school years, where he served on numerous 

committees and participated in many sports and activities including football, golf, track, basketball, band, rodeo and 

FFA. He held the roles of President of the Royse City Quarterback Club, President of Royse City FFA and Lone Star 

Farmer of the Year. In the early 1970s, Grady lent his voice to Royse City High School football games as an an-

nouncer, becoming a familiar and spirited presence at local events. Together with his close friend Butch Ford, Grady 

organized popular Sock Hops, Royse City Teen Club, and school fundraisers that brought students and families to-

gether. Their most notable achievement was launching Royse City’s first-ever “Battle of the Bands,” hosted at the 

Glenn Dodson Grainery—a milestone that sparked a wave of youth culture and musical celebration in the town. 

Grady’s leadership extended across countless organizations. He was deeply involved in Masonic service for 50+ 

years at Royse City Lodge No. 663, Fate Lodge No. 802, and Claude L Austin Lodge No. 1450. He held honorable 

roles such as Worshipful Master, Treasurer, Fundraising Chairman, District Deputy Grand Master, and was the recipi-

ent of the Golden Trowel Award and the Class C Certificate. He was also 32nd Degree KCCH Scottish Rite, York 

Rite, and member of the Hella Shrine, where he held numerous leadership positions and earned prestigious honors 

including the Shriners International Gold Membership Award, Texas Shrine Shotgun Sports Association President, 

Texas Shrine Patrol Association President, and Hella Shrine Marching Patrol Hall of Fame Induction.  

Grady also served the Independent Order of Odd Fellows with distinction, including terms as Texas Grand Master, 

Past Grand Patriarch, and Commander of the Department Council. His civic contributions were vast—serving on 

boards for the Good Samaritans of Garland, Garland Sports Hall of Fame, YMCA Youth Indian Guides, Garland Little 

League, and many more. He was a certified auctioneer who lent his voice to countless charitable events. 

Faith was central to Grady’s life. He was a member of Lake Pointe Church in Rockwall and previously attended First 

Baptist Church of Garland and Orchard Hills Baptist Church. 

Grady Jerald Smith leaves behind a legacy of laughter, leadership, and love. He will be remembered not only for his 

boundless energy and generosity, but for the way he made everyone feel like family. His impact will ripple through 

generations, and his memory will be cherished by all who had the joy of knowing him.  
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SGL Session T-Shirts! 

We still have SGL Session T-shirts avail-

able in preparation for August!  

Our stock is limited so if you are interest-

ed in purchasing a T-shirt, please give 

us a call at the Grand Lodge at 903-872-

7438 to ensure we have your sizes avail-

able. You can find the T-shirt order form 

in this issue of the Odd Fellow News on 

page 11.  

We can’t wait to see you all in August!  
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DATE EVENT WHEN WHERE 

JULY    

07/11/26 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

07/11/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

07/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

07/27/26 SGL Session Registration Deadline  Mail forms to Grand Lodge Office, 3440 W. Second Avenue 
Corsicana, TX 75110 

AUGUST    

08/08/26 W. & O. Homes Board of Trustees Meeting 9:30am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

08/08/26 Grand Lodge Board of Trustees Meeting 11am Grand Lodge Admin. Bldg. 

08/14-20/26 SGL Session  Frisco, TX 

08/25/26 Odd Fellow News Deadline  All submissions are welcome. 

Greater Houston Lodge No. 6 host-

ed a degree rally on June 20th.  

Pictured left includes some of the 

decorations of the lodge. Members 

had a great time and enjoyed Odd 

Fellowship during the degree rally.  
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